;i  ^ 


tiy 


if’-'  ^  '.j 


■  ■  ■  V/^;:  V 


‘  ■J  . : 


:,  «•'/ 


V  ^ ' 

iTd 


isl»,  :■ 


^  'ii 

^‘'Vv 


i  *>.' 


^V.%' 


...  ■  “ 

■  i 

iaVv^VCi;'  •■ 

'.0^1  _  ■’’iS*  '/  .. 

ip'j 

"  c-< 


r  I 


H 


r 


■S 

■/r,  .;■- 


'  y^  •'- •■■V--\' .  “/  VhC-  .  ••'■ccv'V  v‘-  ■ ^  (S"  •  V  •  •  ;.i  V 

.  /4;/ \J  :;  ^  .. -r/hj  :  '^V'  .  %v^:  ’*• -'^  %*,'•• 

''•^^  vV!fc''-'A ■ •''*'  ■  '%*'^'  L  (*  V  '■  fiV'''''ii  '-  '  **^  -  '■  j'*ir’  ' 'vj  ■'^‘  '  '*  '.  .  '* •"  •  ■-  .  v.n'v. 

"fit r- ■  'i'  ^ 


. :  5}  ■■ 


'-' .  >'■ 


>' 


•  -  d  '  '  .  '  \'  ■  '■  '-,  t/i'  '  .f;^  « 

■  /••c•t^<^,  •  .•  .<  ■■  ’.'v'  ,  :. 

i-:  ’  'X"-  .■r-T'''k":'^ 

X*‘  •‘'  ^  ,'  '"■'  '  ■  x‘ .'  ;•■'  .  •■  7v‘  •'*  I'-  r- 

Xi.,;,-  a;  ‘ 


'S 


'  .  f  •■*1 

:  -i.:  >,)-t 


^X'-"  ,'.  i'.>'';  . 

''X' ■  >  V  JA.  X:, 


^  r 


:>  =>  ,t--n  /.  •  r  ,  fCv  '  •*''  .  . 

',t'X':-..'‘.  I 

^'  •  ,  '  ,  •.■■  ,■■  '>'  f. 


'  '4. 


■:,;/X  ■  . 

X^■ 


Vf 


^  r-  -‘i 


X  j 


ly 


.'X 


.  ■  vx 


.  ,  \ 


f- 


t(  I*  ',k  t' 

.  7  AW-;tv«i 


iff' 


.  ":  ,  ,-,  \  4X  A  '1  V'  4' 

•I  . 


'V:*vxy. 
,  x-^.  » 


■y 

s 

*  \tt 


';  // 


I: 

■  ( 

r 

\ 

C.  '■• 

r 

IjX 

f: 


>'r 

t 


I  '  s' 


fv: 


.'ift! 


,  <■ 

f- 

■  >.  •'■ 

7\  'A' 

/•O,  V 

V  ? 

’  i' , 

*  ‘  < 

» t' 

.  ♦  '“ 

n 

i  f 

.  ■  1 1,- 

^  ;  A. 

f'  ^ 

y 

*r- 

A  . 

• 

• 

’  'J  ' 

■'. 

?.i- 

f^' 

'» . 

t 

’  .’^  • 

/_  '  <■, 

i 

r’ 

f 

.!-• 

t 

‘X 

'■S 

■ 


•4^ 

> 


,X-:P 


/j. , 

■  -  >  ' 

^'v '  :> 

:y-'  ' V 

i\-.  ^  * 

f  ....  , 


■ 

I  “  ‘  I 

• 

,'■  'X,. 


';xx.:|??iM4%/ 

.•  -XX;!-' ss 

'  '  ■  •  "X’- 
■ '.yX-X 


mW". 


! 


i 

i 


« I 

'i! 

t? 

I 


: 


V  INDEX  FOR  VOLUME  I  OF  THE 

Conjurers’  MontHly  Mag'azine 

From  September  1906  to  August  1907  inclusive 


AD  VERTISEMEHTS . 

Ava,  Tlie  Fakir  of  .  155 

Anger  &  Bauer ..  146,  178,  211,  242,  278,  310,  342,  374 

Automatic  Razor  Strop  Co . 106 

Austin,  Prof.  J.  H . . 106,'  147 

Bailey  &  Tripp  Co.,  63,  143,  175,  207,  239,  275,  307 

339,  371,  403 

British  Magical  Co .  143 

Basch,  Ernst  . . ; . .i..  .3,  35,  67,  107 

Bodie,  ’Dr.  Walford,'  17^'  ill,’  ’276,’  ’sOS’  ’  340,’  ’  372,  404 
Columbia  Theatre,  Cincinnati,'  '(Shio,  101,  141,  173, 

205  237  272 

City  Magical  Co.,- 141,  173,  205,  237,  272,  306,^337, 

369,  401 

Day,  Harry,  2,  34,  66,  106,  146,  178,  211,  242,  310, 

/  342  374 

De  Biere  Arnold _ . 274,  338,  37o’,  402 

Downs,  Magical  Co.,  T.  Nelson . 374 

Exposed  Jail  Breaker . 343 

Fischer,  Ottokar  . ?.  V’.  .• . 30,  62 

Grand  Opera  House,  Pittsburg,  102,  142,  174,  206, 

238  273  306  337 

Hardeen,  Theodore,  31,  63,  103,  143,  175,’  207,’  239, 

275,  307,'  339,  371 

Hamley  Bros.  172,  204,  239,  276,  278,  338i  370,  402 

Hardin  &  Co.,  Henry . . 336,  369,  401 

Hayman  &  Franklin  .  375 

Jacobs,  Jennie,  31,  63,  103,  143,  175,  207,  239,  275* 


307, 

339, 

371, 

403 

Co..  Andrew . 

,104, 

144, 

176 

B.  F . . 

..32, 

64, 

100, 

140, 

236 

J.  Warren... . 

.274, 

338 

Erwin  A . 

179 

',  W.  D.,  31,  63,  103, 

143, 

175, 

207, 

239, 

275,  307,  339,  371,  403 

LTllusionniste  . . 35,  67,  107 

Martinka  &  Co.,  2,  62,  102,  142,  174,  206,  238,  273, 

306.  337,  369,  401 

Manhattan  Detective  Agency,  2,  34,  66,  107,  146, 

178,  210,  242,  310,  342,  374 

Mahatma  . 3,  62 

Morrison  &  Co . , .  . . 35,  67 

New  York  Magical  Co.,  31,  63,  103,  143,  175,  207, 

239,  275,  .339,  371 

Otto  Magic  Co.,  H. .' . 142,  174,  206,  238,  273 

Osgood  Publishing  Co . 243,  279,  311 

Professional  Cards  . 243,  279.  311,  343,  375 

Putnam  Hotel, . -.1. .  174,'  206,  238,  274,  306,  337 

Preston.'  Hotel  . 1 . . . 370,  402 

Roterberg,  A.,  31,  63,  103,  106,  143,  147,  175,  179, 

207,  211,  239,  275,  307,  339,  371,  403 

Rough,  James  D . . . . . . .  30 

Right  Way  to  Do  Wrong,  103,  143,  175,  207,  239, 

275,  307,  339,  371,  403 

Straub,  B.  J . 403 

Beholder,  M.  . . 31 

Sutcliffe  Sisters,  Four  . . 62,  102,  142 

Society  of-  'Amexican  Magicians .  35 

Stadium,  The  . . . 2,  34,  66,  106,147 

Verne  &  Co.  . . 147,  179,211 

Wizard,  The  . 62,  175,  207,  239,  369,  401 

Zam  Buk  . . . . . . 171,  208 

Zauberspiegel  Der  . . 403 

A 

Australian  Notes,  by  Carl  Howarde .  391 

Australian  Letters  . .  155 

Archdeacon  Colley  against  J.  N.  Maskelyne . 287 

Alexander  Article  . ' . 37,  38,  40,  41 

Alex,  Prof.  . .  121 

Anthony  . 721,  187,  383 

Astro!  &  Walsh .  186 

Albini,  Prof.  . 192,  229 

Albene  &  Labrandt  . . . •  •  •  •' .  229 

Adams  &  Mack  . 229 

Adams.  E.  C . 263 

Ahrensmeyer  . . ■. . . .  326 

Ainon,  Chester  D.  ■ . 327 

Andrews,  Frederick  .......' . , .  328 

Alexander  The  Great  ....  1 . 297,  330 

,Aza,  Madame  . 361 

r  Albini,  Herbert  . 362,  395 

Andre  .  364 

Affenbach,  Christopher  .  387 

Anderson  .  18 

Andre,  Prof . 23 

Alburtus  &  Bartram  .  11 

Aga  . 13,  197,  291. 

Albini.  Lieut . ..54,  79 

Abbott.  Anna  May . ' .  77 

Alberto  . 78 

Applebaum,  Apf  elleas  . . 46 

Alfredson,  Joseph  . . . . . . •••'  '17 

Astarte  . 43 

AlfredI  . 133 


Bean,  Capt.  E.  D . i . . .  201 

Bolin  T  . <• .  6 

Bridal  Chamber  .  11 

Bosco  . .  .  - . 18,  252,  326 

Blitz,  Sig . . . 18,  44 

Barrasford,  Mr.  . . .  21 


Baldwin,  S.  S . 22,  362 

Berol,  Herr  Max . 13,  24,  326 

Bellonl,  Richard  .  15 

Bernard!  . 15,  46 

Butler  .  51 

BardeUe,  J.  D .  91 

Burroughs,  J.  F .  80 

Braatz  Bros  .  45 

Barclay,  Prof.  W.  A .  114 

Burns  &  Burns  .  114 

Burlocks,  The  .  114 

Brown,  Will  .  115 

Butt,  Alfred  . 115 

Biographical : 


Max  Rossner  .  16 

Chas.  Bertram  . 219,  244,  245 

Harry  N.  Stork . '....223,  254 

Henry  Steel  Olcott  .  229 

G.  Adney  Payne .  322 

W.  B.  Broadhead  .  322 

H.  J.  Curry  . 322 

Carl  Lebert  .  327 

Frederick  Berndt  .  359 

L.  M.  Waldmann  .  358 

B.  M.  Vernello  .  394 

Bosco,  The  Right  Wronged  by  Hilliar  .  49 

Barter  &  Exchange,  234,  270,  299,  331,  332,  365, 

396  397 

Boston  Notes,  By  Frederick  Roche . 223,  264,  297 

Barnum,  P.  T . 39,  124 

Baldwin,  S.  ,S.,  Article .  51 

Bodie,  Dr.  Walford,  21,  24,  54,  78,  157,  191,  192, 

218,  251,  321,  353 

Bertram,  C.  C .  121 

Buddah’s  Blackboard  .  152 

Burgess,  Clinton  .  161 

Braam,  Widow  . 217 

Belly,  Marco  .  218 

Burkhardt  .  228 

Brooks,  Herbert  .  251 

Baschik,  Kratky  .  253 

Berol,  Felix  .  262 

Bordeverry,  Col.  Gaston  .  263 

Brehmer,  Carl  .  264 

Blitzen,  Herr  Wm .  264 

Bekker,  Henri  . 289,  321 

Bowman,  Frank  .  328 

Ben  All  Bey  .  359 

Black  Hawk  . 359 

Blaney,  Chas.  E .  362 

Bories,  Mr .  364 

Borles,  Dr.  E .  364 

Bernar  .  364 

Barnes,  T.  Roy .  394 

Brlndemour  .  2^ 


C 

Clayton,  Sir  William  . ...I' .  6 

Comnte’s  Cagliastro  . 5 

T?riclis  loo 

Chicago  Notes  By  W.  L.  Hicks,  ..M7,  329,  363,  395 
Correspondence : 

Prom  John  M.  Hickey  .  51 

“  N.  C.  Higgins  .  91 

“  H.  S.  Burkett  .  92 

“  J.  H.  Moore .  117 

I  “  Montague  R.  Fitzwilllams .  117 

“  Prof.  Otto  Hornmann  .  119 

“  Edwin  Joyce  .  119 

“  Oswald  Williams  ■ .  120 

“  A.  Wlndecker  . 224 

“  Ernst  Thorn  . 225 


W.  E.  Floyd  .  225 

Welsh  Miller  .  225 

Chas.  Oswald  Williams .  226 

W.  D.  Le  Roy  .  261 

T.  C.  Ardock  .  261 

R.  H.  Gysel  .  261 

Harvey  Emmet  .  261 

Harry  Kellar  .  355 

Zamloch  .  356 

Julian  Wylie  .  356 

Wilfred  C.  Zelka  . . . 261,  295,  357 

Robert  Kudarz  . 358 

Fred  Sinclair  .  39f 

Monti  .  391 

R.  Serma  . 294 

T.  P.  C.  Sewell .  294 

C.  Dana  Taylor . 118,  295 

Correspondence  . 50.  51,  224,  225,  294,  295 

Carlton . 21,  121,  187,  218,  252,  361 

Colby  &  May  .  43 

Carpet,  The  Magic  .  188 

Cumberlands,  The  .  188 

Cee  Me  Troupe',  The  Great . 218,  288 

Ohandrick,  Prince  . ; . 219 

Cross,  The  Mysterious  .  219 

Cooke,  Cecil  . 219 

Clifford,  Nat  .  219 

Canfield  &  Hilderra  .  228 

Courtland,  Grace  .  228 

Coffey,  J.  W .  229 

Cotton,  Little  Lola  .  263 


■Circle,  The  Magic  . 

264 

■Crane  Lawrence  . 

.264, 

361 

Xhirrier,  Wm . 

288 

Courtland  &  Co . 

326 

Caesar  The  Great  . 

. ^7, 

326, 

364, 

395 

Chenworth  &  Ferrari  . 

329 

Clivette,  Mons . 

.297, 

330 

Caroll  . 

,361 

Cremation  . 

395 

Chinko  . 

.297, 

395 

Chefalo  . 

,.88, 

263, 

361 

Carter  &  Co.,  Chas . 

..88, 

289 

Clempert  . 

384 

Cllquot  . 

78 

Cameron,  Louden  . 

..78, 

187 

356 

Cul,  Pitt  . . . 

251, 

383 

Crooke,  Wm . 

114 

Cree,  Wm . 

115 

Chung,  Ling  Soo,  21,  45,  152, 

154,  164. 

186, 

188, 

,  ovu,  j-tr"*,  i\Ti,  AO\Jt  xoo» 

193,  220,  229,  251,  289,  320,  321,  335,  383 


.  D 

Day's  Agency  . 20.  193 

De  Biere,  Arnold.  10,  21,  45.  81.  165,  194.  250,  263, 

289,  320,  321,  350,  353 

Datas  . 11,  290 

Davies,  Harrison  L .  89 

De  Courtray  .  78 

Downs,  T.  Nelson . 43,  52,  296,  361,  393 

Du  Bois,  The  Great  .  161 

Darwin  .  165 

Days,  The  . 186,  321 

De  Wierd  The  Great .  229 

Daika  .  288 

Devant,  David  .  289 

Dida  . 321,  395 

Daredevil  Schreyet  .  353 

Don,  Prof .  351 

D’Amon  .  361 

De  Motts,  The  .  364 

Deutsch.  Herr  J .  385 

De  Hollis  &  Valvia .  297 


E 

Evanion,  Henry  Evans  .  6 

Editorials,  36,  68,  108,  148,  ISO,  280,  312,  344.  376 

Evans.  Henry  Ridgely . 17,  41,  123 

Ellison,  Dr.  S.  R . 24.  362.  388,  394 

Edna  &  Wood  .  .  : .  23 

Elliott,  Dr .  43 

Empress  .  115 

EJtta  Mile .  321 

Ernest,  Adolph  .  3.S6 

Eldredge  The  Great  .  395 

F  ,  ' 

French  Society  of  Magicians  .  7 

Ferralrs,  J . 7,  8 

Frikell  .  18 

Fays,  The  . 22,  23,  56,  88 

Felber,  H.  H .  11 

Fox,  Imro  . 12.  21,  46,  165,  251 

Floyds,  The  . 88,  229 

Fascia  . 77,  289,  321,  356 

Frame,  W.  F .  78 

Franko  Bros  .  79 

Fay.  Anna  Eva  . 262,  329,  361 

Fresso  . !  291 

Fritz  T.  Francis  . 326,  394 

Fontinelle,  Mysterious  . : . .  327 

Filvoli.  Frederick  .  329 

Feterer  .  361 

Fay  Prital  .  386 

Frederick.  The  Original  .  296 

Fischer,  Ottokar,  Notes  _ 81,  165,  220,  253,  323,  358 

Fakir  of  Ava  .  161 

Frosts  Suspension  .  216 

Cr 

Greek  Proverb  .  5 

Gaj’.  Fred  . 364.  395 

Grauit  &  Herbert  . 22.  88 

Goldin.  Horace.  10,  21.  45,  47.  81,  114,  154,  160, 

218,  220.  251,  289,  3'20,  321,  350,  351,  361.  384 

Godfrey  .  11 

Griffen.  Chas.  E .  88 

Germaine.  Carl,  <  .43,  77.  152.  2tU,  320,  321,  322,  383 

Griff  .  252 

Goss  The  Great  .  264 

Gawes,  Dick  . 297,  328 

Grossi,  Signor  Carlo  .  353 

Gregorwitz,  Dr.  Joseph .  353 

Goldston,  Will  .  363 

'  H 

Hughes.  I.  Harris,  Fakir  of  Ava .  155 

Hospital,  St.  Bartholomew .  5 

Hill,  A.  F .  21 

Hertz  Carl  11,  152,  157,  186,  196,  218,  251.  321, 

351,  .385 

Howard  Bros . t . 89.  218,  251,  288,  321 

Human  Brake,  The  .  192 

Hartley  Wonders  .  45 

Hearn,  Tom  . 115.  252 

Herrmann.  Leon  . 24,  52,  ‘229  ,  262,  362 

Hornmann  . 43,  51,  88,  196,  161.  297,  .327,  361 

Holmes.  Alfred  .  44 

Heneau  .  185 

Hardgraves  .  187 

Herrmann,  Mme.  Adelaide  . 229.  326,  329.  361 

Herrmann,  Carl  . 251,  351 

Hanvarr  &  Lee  .  251 

Hymack  . • . 251,  351 


Hayman,  Joseph . 263 

Robert  Houdlii  Article: 

Robert  Houdin,  6,  7,  8,  37,  69,  109,  149,  181, 

182,  183,  213,  214,  215,  216,  245,  281,  282' 

Robert  Houdin,  313,  314,  315,  316,  317.'  318,  319, 

345,  346,  347,  348,  349,  377,  378,  379,  380,  381 

Houdin's  Second  Sight . .....213,  214 

Houdiu's  Suspension  Trick . 215,  216,  245 

Ching  Lau  Lauro’s  Suspension .  245 

Maskelyne’s  Suspension  .  246 

Houdiu’s  Automaton  .  246 

Baruum’s  Dealings  with  Houdin .  247 

Barnum's  Talking  Machine  .  248 

Automata  .  281 

De  Phillipstahl’s  Phantasmagoria  .  283 

Fawkes  &  Pinchbeck,  Real  Inventors  of  the  Or¬ 
ange  Tree  . 313,  345 

Mezzotint  of  Christopher  Pinchbeck,  Jr .  315 

Mezzotent  of  Christopher  Pinchbeck,  Jr . 315 

Clipping  from  the  Daily  Post  of  November  30, 

1728,  about  Christopher  Pinchbeck .  316 

Advertisement  Cut  From  the  Daily  Post  of  1730, 

Before  the  Death  of  the  Senior  Fawkes .  317 

Portrait  of  Isaac  Fawkes  .  313 

Clipping  from  the  London  Daily  Post  of  1728.;  319- 
Clipping  From  the  London  Daily  Post  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1724.  In  Which  Fawkes  Advertises 

His  Retirement  .  319 

Clipping  From  1725,  of  One  of  the  Earliest  Ad¬ 
vertisements  of  Fawkes  .  346 

Several  Clippings  of  Fawkes  . 346,  348 

Fac-Simile  of  Hogarth’s  Own  Engraving,  Mas¬ 
querades  and  Operas,  Burlington  Gate  .  347 

Reproduction  of  Page  1126  of  Hone's  Every 

Day  Book  .  348 

Portrait  and  Autograph  of  Pr.  Jaquet  Droz . 349 

Portrait  of  Jaquet  Droz’s  Writing  Machine....  349 
Samples  of  Writing  by  the  Figure  in  1796; 
Samples  of  Writing  by  the  Figure  in  19<i6: 
iving  George  HI.  and  Queen  Charlotte,  as 
Sketched  by  the  Drawing  Automaton  in  ’Their 

presence  in  1774 .  349 

The  Orange  Tree  as  Featured  by  Pinetti  and  Cor- 

nielot  . .' .  377 

Engraving  of  Pinetti  .  378 

Reproduction  of  Hand  Bill  .  381 

Hand  Cuff  TYlcks;  Hand  Cuff  Secrets  Exposed,  25. 

27.  56.  57,  58.  96,  97,  98,  99.  130,  168,  169, 

170,  201,  202,  203,  230,  231,  268,  269,  302,  332, 

366,  397 

Hocus  Pocus,  17,  59,  76,  138,  130.  16a  167,  199, 

200,  23o,  271.  389.  39(» 

Hellers,  Robert,  Grave  .  107 

Heller,  Robert.  Article  . 133,  134,  135,  137 

Historical  Lock  Picking  Contest,  366.  367,  368, 

397.  398.  399,  400 

Hardeen  Notes,  10,  43.  77,  114,  152,  185,  186,  187, 

188,  217,  218,  250,  287.  288.  320,  350.  382 

Hayman's  Notes,  21,  22,  53,  54,  82,  120  156,  157, 

158,  191,  218,  219,  251,  252,  290,'  322,  352,  384 

Hicks,  W.  L . 264,  329,  363,  395 

Human,  The,  Pin  Cushion .  288 

Heno  .  289 

Herrmann.  F .  291 

Hunter,  G.  W .  321 

Heteb.  Joad  .  322 

Hanson  .  326 

Holtum.  Capt.  John  .  327 

Hartmann  . 359.  386 

Hugh.  Vic .  301 

Hiilier.  John  . 362,  393 

Holland.  P.  C .  363 

Helnemann  .  3S2 

Hackensehmidt  .  333 

Howarde,  Carl  .  391 

Harth.  Jas.  S .  394 

Hathaway.  Jas.  M .  39;5 

Hindoo.  Sam  .  297 


I 

Isola  Frers  .  7 

Iliustrations;- 

Boston  Bean  Prison  Cuff  .  230 

The  Bean  Prison  Leg  Irons .  2:10 

The'  Bean  Giant  Hand  Cuff  .  230 

American  Army  Hand  Cuff  . 1 !  231 

American  Prison  Adjustable  Leg  Irons .  231 

The  Guitean  Hand  Cuff  . . .  231 

The  Jersey  Cuff  .  231 

The  Lilly  Iron  .  2:il 

German  Cuff  .  231 

The  Berliner  Hand  Cuff  . 231 

Wonderful  Talking  Machine  .  249 

Howard  Thurston’s  Pastime  In  India ...!!..!!!!  267 

French  Cuff,  Figure  L  .  268 

Russian  Leg  Irons,  Figure  M .  268 

Eg.vptian  Hand  and  Leg  Iron,  Figure  N .  268 

The  Latest  Russian  Manacle.  Figure  0 .  268 

The  German  Transport  Chain  and  Illustrations 

How  to  Escape  . 268,  269 

Illustration  of  French  Letter  Cuff . ]  302 

Illustration  of  Sections  of  French  Letter  Cuff!!.  303 

Illustrations  and  Diagrams: 

Extraordinary  Spirit  Slate  Writing .  4S 

Position  Taken  by  Disappearing  Hindoo  Before 

He  Is  Covered  With  the  Sheet .  69 

Showing  How  the  Basket  Appears  After  Disap¬ 
pearance  of  Hindoo  .  70 

Position  of  Boy  in  Basket . !!!!!!!  71 

A  Hindoo  and  Wife .  70 

Troupe  of  Hindoos  . !!!!!!"  73 


3Iaskelyne  Materializes  a  £1000  Ghost .  79 

Tascheuspieler  .  82 

Oklto  . 84 

Cuff  From  Which  Hilmar  Failed  to  Escape .  98 

Scotland  Yard  Adjustables  .  99 

Illustration  of  Neck  Cuff  or  Collar .  131 

The  Fake  or  Spoof  Manacle .  169 

Lock  to  Put  Upon  a  Man’s  Mouth .  200 

Thumb  Cuff  . .  .  202 

'Thumb  Screw  Cuff  .  202 

American  Manacles  . 202,  203 

The  Mysterious  Lady  .  214 

Reproduction  of  an  Engraving  Credits  the  Chi¬ 
nese  with  the  Trick  of  Climbing  Into  the  Air 
and  Having  the  Body  Fall  Down  Piecemeal 

and  Being  Set  Together  Again .  215 

Of  Instrument  for  Removing  Plug  From  the 

Figure  Eight  English  Hand  Cuff  .  333 

Inavdl,  Jacques  .  18 

Iona,  Chas.  Frazers  .  251 


Mene-Tekel  . 89,  196 

McAskell,  Allan  .  77 

Melrose,  The  Mystic  .  80 

Mint  &  Mart  .  80 

Macaire,  Sid . 77,  188 

Melleh,  Albertine  .  44 

Maske  Willini  C„  . 45,  165 

Melleln  .  121 

Melville,  Frederick  .  196 

Morton  &  Elliott  .  217 

MolinI,  Antonio  .  220 

Mosher.  Arthur  H .  228 

Warteau,  0.  F .  253 

Miller  . . 229,  329 

Marcus  .  262 

Mart.v,  Jean  .  291 

Morfitt.  P.  C.  James  .  321 

Marsina  .  321 

M.vstera  . 321,  351 

McIntosh  .  327 


J 

Jottings  and  Jumbllngs,  125,  161,  195.  228,  229, 

262,  296.  326,  361.  393 

Jail  Breaking,  Light  on  the  Subject  of,  as  Done 


by  My  Imitators  . 256,  257,  258 

Johnson,  Jimmy  .  114 

Jack.  Tom  . . 133,  362 

Johnson,  John  . . ; .  262 

Jacobs,  Miss  Jennie  .  320 

Jam  Jigs,  The  .  385 

Julia,  Miss  .  395 


K 

Kleppini’s  Experience  in  Getting  Cuffs  Put  On  From 

Which  He  Failed  to  Release  Himself,  303,  304,  305 

304.  305 

Khaldah’s  Second  Sight  .  85 

Kudarz,  Prof . 253,  358 

Kratky,  Baschik  . T .  253 

Kardells,  The  .  262 

Kalhas  .  262 

Knop,  Mons.  Georgia  .  327 

Kunorah,  Madame  . .  395 

Kennedy,  T .  23 

Kramer,  Arthuh  E .  9 

Kleppini  . 13,  170.  303,  304,  305 

Kulferti,  The,  Bros .  13 

Kaber  &  Kaber  . 78,  188 
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Mystery  shows  for  large  exhibitions 

In  my  factory  I  have  one  floor  devoted  entirely  for  an  auditorium,  in  which  I  have 
a  large  stage  where  all  the  latest  illusions  are  read\'  for  exhibition,  and  you  are  under  no 
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“Secret  Hexentisch*  is  a  small  table  covered  with  a  black  cloth,  a  nod  of  the  Master 
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“tells  3'ou  the  card  selected,  answers  mysteriously  by  ringing  of  a  bell,  and  will  also  per- 
“form  all  its  mysteries,  even  when  the  Master  is  taken  in  another  room,  er-es  tied  and 
“hand  and  feet  secured  so  as  to  prevent  any  signals. 
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SALUTATORY 

There  is  no  apology  to  make  for  the 
appearance  of  the  Conjurers’  iVIagazine. 
We  do  not  wish  to  supplant  any  other  pa¬ 
per  ;  we  have  no  axes  to  grind ;  nothing 
to  sell ;  no  one  to  extol ;  we  do  not  seek 
any  free  advertisement ;  tve  do  not  labor 
under  the  impression  that  we  shall  have 
the  best  paper  in  the  world.  But  we 
shall  try  and  send  forth  a  newspaper 
that  is  a  newspaper,  expressly  for  the 
handicraft  of  Magic,  furnishing  such 
news  as  we  can  glean  with  the  aid  of 
our  paid  correspondents.  •  We  have  no 
hesitation  in  making  the  statement  that 
up  to  the  present  day  and  date  we  have 
no  knowledge  of  any  Magicians’  paper 
that  is  a  newspaper  for  the  craft. 

The  few  magazines  that  are  devoted 
to  i\Iagic  and  Magicians,  especially  two 
published  in  England,  are  in  the  hands 
of  men  who  make  use  of  their  alleged 
papers  to  maintain  their  own  business 
end,  and  are  nothing  more  or  less  than 
“grafting”  catalogues. 

One  sheet  in  particular  no  more  de¬ 
serves  the  name  of  newspaper  or  maga¬ 
zine  than  would  a  photograph  of  an  old 
wizened  cow  to  be  called  a  creation  of 
Gibson.  This  party  once  gave  us  “his” 
word  of  honor  not  to  do  certain  things, 
am^  then  deliberately  broke  his  promise, 
and  when  any  one  will  purposely  do  this 
he  is  dead  to  us  in  all  respects. 

The  “Wizard,”  recent!}’  started,  seems 
to  be  a  clean,  healtby  journal,  and  up  to 
the  present  time  has  not  started  to  graft. 

Germany  boasts  of  the  “Zauberspie- 
gle,”  published  in  Berlin,  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  the  Zauberwelt  held  sway 
in  Hamburg.  That  paper  is  now  de¬ 
funct.  The  French  magicians  rejoice  in 
their  “L’lllusioniste,”  which  has  done 
very  w’ell  so  far.  In  America  w^e  have 
the  “Sphinx,”  which  has  at  certain  times 
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gone  out  of  its  way  “a  wee  bit.”  In 
Brooklyn  we  have  the  first  American 
magician’s  paper,  “The  iMahatma.” 
There  is  nothing  to  be  said  against  the 
latter  paper  that  I  know  of,  unless  be¬ 
ing  somewhat  tardy  in  appearance  is  a 
fault,  but  as  the  Etlitor  assures  me  that 
this  defect  will  be  remedied,  we  will  let 
it  go  at  that. 

The  first  authentic  record  of  a  magi¬ 
cian’s  newspaper  or  magazine  in  the 
English  language  (we  think)  is  the  Com 
jurers’  IMagazine,  from  which  we  have 
taken  our  name.  It  was  published  1781 
in  I.ondon,  England,  edited  by  the  ec¬ 
centric  bookseller  Henry  Lemoine,  who 
went  about  hawking  his  paper  on  the 
streets.  AMlson,  in  his  Wonderful 
Characters,  claims  that  Lemoine  sold 
over  10,000  the  first  month,  which  at  that 
time  was-  a  stupendous  undertaking. 
After  his  Conjurers’  IMagazine  Lemoine 
started  the  ‘Aluseum  and  Magical  Alag- 
azine”  in  1803,  also  “The  Wonderful 
IMagazine”  in  1805.  Lie  was  known  as 
one  oi  the  best  judges  of  the  old  books, 
and  was  a  professor  of  the  Hebrew  and 
Erench  languages.  I  honestly  believe 
that  he  is  the  man  who  placed  the  small 
magic  books  on  the  market  about  that 
time,  and  of  which  we  have  quite  a  few. 
Lemoine  died  in'St.  Baftholemew’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  April  30th,  -1812/ aged  56  years^. 

Comnte,  the  Erench  conjuror,  edited 
his  “Cagliostro.”  Later  we  have  “The 
Wizard,”  1842,  and  Robin,  Houdin  and 
Ernest  Basch  had  their  monthly  maga¬ 
zines,  which  they  all  named  “L’Alman- 
ach  Cagliostro.”  Anderson,  the  Wizard 
of  the  North,  had  several  newspapers. 
He  carried  a  printing  press,  and  on  his 
tour  around  the  world  printed  “The 
AVorld  of  Magic”  and  “The  Psychoman- 
tic  Reporter.”  Anderson  claimed  a  bona 
fide  circulation  of  100.000  weekly  for 
the  latter  paper,  and  25.000  for  the  for¬ 


mer.  He  must  have  given  them  awa> 
gratis.  He  also  had  conundrum  con¬ 
tests.  His  printer  would  have  all  the 
riddles  printed  on  sheets  of  paper  ready 
for  sale  before  the  W  izard’s  perform¬ 
ance  was  over. 

We  have  a  copy  of  each  and  every 
paper  mentioned  in  the  above  list,  with 
the  exception  of  Robert  Houdin’s.  We 
can.  only  find  trace  of  this  in  his  Ale- 
moirs, 

\Ve  trust  that  the  Conjurers’  Alaga- 
zine  will  make  a  strong  bid  for  exist-- 
ence,  and  while  it  is  in  this  Avorld  (and 
we  hope  it  will  be  permanently)  it  will 
be  as  interesting  as  we  can  possibly 
make  it,  playing  no  favorites,  and  for 
ever  and  always  promoting  the  interests 
of  Alagic.  Should  our  judgment  err,  we 
kindly  beg  of  you  to’  send  in  corrections 
and  credit  will  be  given  to  all  to  whom 
it  is  due.  Please  do  not  expect  that  all 
the  mvsteries  in  the  wide-  world  will  be 
fullv  explained  in  the  first  issue,  that  is 
impossible.  But  from  time  to  time  there 
will  be  published  as  much  matter  as  we 
have  space  for,  and  it  will  be  our  effort 
to  give  the  reader  more  for  his  money 
than  he  has  ever  received  before  in  the 
wav  of  a  Conjurers’  IMagazine.  Our 
motto  shall  be  •Tmpartial,  Fearless  and 
Truthful.”  Trusting. to  obtain  the  sup¬ 
port  of  those  interested  in  conjuring  we 
will  draw  this  to  a  close,  remaining  yours 
t  ■)  command, 

Conjurers'  Monthly  Magazine. 


“A  man  that  will  listen  ^jto  rumors, 
■without  going  to  the  fountain  head  for 
■\  erification  is  a  paltroon,  a  cur  and  fool.” 
--Greek  Proverb. 
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UNKNOWN  FACTS 


Concerning 


ROBERT  HOUDIN 

Material  collected  personally  by  Harry  Houdini 
(Published  for  the  first  time) 

Robert  Houdin,  born  December  6th, 
1805,  at  Blois,  France,  died  June  13th, 
1871,  in  St.  Gervais  near  Blois,  France. 

No  doubt  all  this  material  regarding 
Robert  Houdin,  will  cause  a  great  deal 
of  controversy,  but  let  it  be  known  that 
at  one  time,  years  ago,  on  first  reading 
his  “Memoirs,”  I  firmR  believed  every¬ 
thing  in  them,  even  as  if  I  had  been  an 
actual  witness  of  each  deed  and  action. 
1  read  and  reread  the  book  until  each  and 
every  line  was  memorized,  and  when  I 
knew  the  book  so  well  that  it  had  nothing 
new'  for  me,  being  such  a  great  admirer 
of  him,  I  resolved  that  should  Fate  ever 
grant  me  the  means  of  looking  up  his  life 
1  would  do  so,  in  order  to  find  material 
that  he  had  not  published. 

It  was  through  this  that  I  found  out 
that  he  had  been  romancing  in  his  entire 
book,  and  I  honestly  and  firmly  believe 
that  I  ow'e  it  as  a  duty  to  the  world  to 
give  the  correct  facts  so  far  as  I  am  able. 

No  human  being  is  infallible,  and  I 
have  been  especially  careful  in  all  my 
dates,  and  should  I  be  mistaken  in  any 
of  my  statements  I  assure  the  reader  that 
I  will  be  more  than  pleased  to  correct  any 
inaccuracy. 


Regarding  FToudin’s  ability,  I  have 
spoken  to  quite  a  number  of  men  w'ho 
w-ere  in  a  position  to  understand  Magic, 
and  saw  Houdin  perform  quite  a  number 
of  times  in  Paris  and  England.  Henry 
Evanion  witnessed  every  performance  of 
Houdin  during  his  entire  first  engage¬ 
ment;  in  London,  Sir  William  Clayton 
knew'  Houdin  personally ;  Ernest  Bach 
saw  Houdin  exhibit  in  Berlin ;  T.  Bolin, 


one  of  the  finest  mechanics  I  ever  knew, 
and  w'hom  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  (during  my  engagement  in 
Moscow,  Russia)  and  who  bought  all 
the  tricks  in  Paris,  saw  Houdin  at  his 
own  Theatre ;  Otto  Maurer,  who  for 
many  years  had  a  w'ell  known  Magical 
Repository  on  the  Bow'ery,  New'  York; 
the  combined  opinion  of  these  men  was 
that  Houdin  was  not  original,  and  that 
he  was  only  a  little  above  the  average 
entertainer. 


In  my  search  for  material  I  have  been 
assisted  by  strangers,  wdio  have  always 
helped  me  as  much  as  possible,  but  I  re¬ 
gret  to  say  that  I  was  most  discourteously 
treated  by  IMadame  W.  Emile  Robert 
Houdin,  W'ho  is  the  w'idow'  of  Emile 
Houdin,  son  of  Robert,  and  the  son  w'ith 
whom  he  did  the  Second  Sight  trick. 

Madame  Emile  Robert-Houdin  re¬ 
sides,  or  rather  did  reside,  in  January 
1902,  near  Paris,  5  Chausse  du  Pont  a 
Bolougne  sur  Seine. 
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I  arrived  in  Paris  December,  1901,  to 
fulfill  my  contract  at  the  Folies  Bergere, 
and  on  reporting  to  the  Agent,  Mons. 
Galenzie,  he  informed  me  that  my  con¬ 
tract  was  null  and  void  and  Mons.  INfar- 
chang  the  manager  and  proprietor  of  the 
Folies  Bergere  was  that  day  taken  to  the 
Insane  Asylum,  upon  which  Madame 
Marchang  sold  the  Folies  Bergere  to  two 
magicians  ‘The  Isolas  Freres.”  That  is, 
they  used  to  run  IMystery  Shows  and 
Illusions  in  a  small  Theatre  in  Rue  De 
Capucins. 

This  allowed  me  plenty  of  leisure  un¬ 
til  I  could  make  proper  arrangements 
with  the  Isolas  for  a  new  contract,  and 
in  the  meantime  I  thought  it  a  good  idea 
to  look  up  material  for  my  “Facts  Re¬ 
garding  Robert  Houdin.” 

I  met  several  people  interested  in  IMa- 
gic,  and  from  what  I  discovered  at  that 
time,  he  was  better  known  in  English 
speaking  countries  than  in  his  native 
land. 

M'hy,  I  met  dozens  of  real  Parisians 
who  did  not  know  that  he  was  dead. 
They  told  me  that  Robert  Houdin  was 
running  a  small  Theatre  on  the  Boule¬ 
vard  des  Italiens,  which  at  that  time  was 
on  .  the  Style  of  a  Fair  Ground  show. 
They  gave  performances  with  moving 
pictures  every  time  they  had  a  crowd. 
On  Saturdays,  at  Theatre  Robert  Hou¬ 
din  they  give  IMagical  entertainments,  and 
I  saw  IMoiis.  IMelies,  who  was  very  in¬ 
teresting  to  me,  and  he  managed  to  make 
quite  a  hit  with  the  Harlequin  the  after¬ 
noon  I  was  there. 

A  friend  of  mine  came  to  me  one  day 
all  out  of  breath  ajid  informed  me  that 
a  man  named  Robert  Houdin  had  opened 
a  small  theatre  and  was  doing  Hand¬ 
cuff  tricks ;  and  this  man  was  a  big  star 
in  the  IMusic  Hall  World. 

In  1901-1902  Houdin  was  apparently 
forgotten,  and  you  can  well  imagine  my 


astonishment  when  a  French  magician 
who  was  ver)-  kind  and  friendly  to  me, 
told  me  that  Houdin’s  sister  was  still 
alive,  and  that  she  had  visited  a  per¬ 
formance  that  he  had  given  in  Blois. 
My  friend’s  name  is  J.  Ferraris  and 
on  his  card  he  announces  the  fact. 
“Agree  an  Theatre  Robert-Houdin,” 
which  I  think  means  that  he  has  been 
employed  there  in  his  capacity  of  magi¬ 
cal  entertainer.  He  was  mistaken,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  old  lady  he  saw  in  Blois  was 
not  Houdin’s  sister,  but  the  second  Mrs. 
R.  Houdin.  and  she  departed  this  life 
January  2nd,  1901,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  85  years.  U’p  to  this  time  I  had 
never  heard  of  or  seen  in  print  any  an¬ 
nouncement  of  her  death,  which  I  think 
rai-her  an  interesting  item  in  the  world 
of  magic.  I  simply  quote  this  to  show 
that  the  Family  Houdin  was  not  spoken 
of  very  much.  But  it  seems  that  since 
th'’  F'rench  Society  of  IMagicians  sprang 
into  life.  Chambre  Syndicale  de  la  Pres¬ 
tidigitation,  great  credit  ought  to  be 
given  to  various  members  for  having  a 
Centennial  on  Houdin’s  Birthday,  De- 
ce^nber  5th,  1905,  which  affair  was  men¬ 
tioned  in  some  of  the  American  papers. 
It  afforded  me  great  pleasure  to  think 
that  the  event  was  so  well  received. 
But  I  wander,  and  will  return  to  my 
exj)erience  with  IMadame  W.  Emile 
Houdin. 

Mons.  Ferraris  acted  as  my  guide. 
Having  informed  him  that  I  wished  to 
see  Madame  Houdin,  he  advised  me  to 
write  a  letter  and  ask  for  an  interview. 
This  I  did,  and.  will  translate  for  the 
benefit  of  my  English  readers : 

“Olympia  Theatre,. 

For  Madame  W.  E.  Robert-Houdin. 

Mv  Dear  IMadam  Robert-Houdin: 
With  all  the  respect  due  you  in  the 
world,  and  as  a  great  admirer  of  the 
justlv  celebrated  and  famous  conjurer. 
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Robert  Houdin,  I,  as  a  representative  of 
American  Magicians  do  hereby  kindly 
^2.sk  your  consent  to  permit  me  as  a  rep- 
yggejiJative  of  “American  Magicians”  to 
place  a  on  the'  tomb  of  Robert 

Houdin,  also  to  °rant  me  a  few  mo¬ 
ments,  so  that  I  may  ha\C  pleasure 
of  thanking  you  in  person  for  yoilr  ex¬ 
treme  kindness. 

Thanking  you  in  advance  for  your 
awaited  for  letter,  I  do  hereby  sign  my¬ 
self  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Harry  Houdini.” 

The  above  letter  was  delivered  by  mes¬ 
senger,  with  instructions  to  hand  it  to 
no  one  but  Mrs.  E.  R.  Houdin.  She  did 
not  answer,  and  refused  to  send  word  by 
messenger,  but  on  being  pressed  out  of 
politeness  to  answer  my  letter,  she  re¬ 
plied  to  Mons.  Ferraris  that  she  did  not 
care  to  see  any  one.  Personally,  I  think 
she  should  have  shown  a  little  common 
courtesy  to  the  memory  of  Robert  Hou¬ 
din,  especially  as  she  is  now  living  in 
her  old  age  on  the  proceeds  of  his  en¬ 
deavors,  as  she  received  35,000  francs 
several  _vears  ago  for  the  Theatre  R. 
Houdin,  which  passed  into  her  hands  on 
the  death  of  her  husband,  Emile  Houdin. 
This  amount  is  supposed  to  cover  all  the 
automatons  that  R.  Houdin  claims  to 
have  invented  and  otherwise. 

But  this  rebuff  did  not  discourage  me, 
and  one  bright  morning  I  took  the  train, 
and  after  a  four  hour  journey  in  a  stuffy 
train,  arrived  in  Blois.  With  my  smat¬ 
tering  of  French  I  managed  to  get  along 
very  well,  and  was  soon  looking  after 
material  re  my  erstwhile  hero. 

I  discovered  that  R.  Houdin  had  a 
daughter,  that  is,  a  step-daughter  of  his 
second  wife  (which  he  never  mentioned 
in  his  book  for  reasons  best  known  to 
himself),  alive  and  married  to  ]\Ions.  H. 
Lemaitre — “Reveveur  IMunicipal  de  la 
Ville  de  Blois,”  and  who  has  hyphenated 


his  name  so  as  to  keep  the  name  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Houdin  in  existence.  The  card  in 
my  possession  is  inscribed  “H.  Lemaitre- 
Robert-Houdin.”  I  called  on  Mons. 
Lemaitre  and  was  treated  very  cordially. 
He  informed  me  that  IMadame  was  not 
to  be  seen,  as  she  was  busy  with  some 
sculptor  work,  that  being  her  hobby,  but 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  give  me  all 
the  assistance  in  his  power.  What  a 
great  difference  to  the  reception,  or  at¬ 
tempted  reception,  of  Madame  Emile 
Houdin.  '  I  was  soon  placed  at  my  ease, 
was  shown  a  great  many  precious  relics 
that  were  marked  Robert  Houdin,  and 
several  large  “Grandfather  Clocks” 
made  by  Robert  Houdin,  and  which 
were  about  the  finest  looking  clocks  of 
that  pattern  that  I  have  ever  seen,  but 
although  at  that  .time  I  thoroughly  be¬ 
lieved  that  he  had  made  them,  I  would 
not  now  be  at  all  surprised  if  R.  Houdin 
had  bought  them  and  had  his  name  en¬ 
graved  on  the  various  articles. 

To  me  he  is  in  the  position  of  the  old 
and  much  quoted  story  about  the  shep¬ 
herd  crying  “wolf”  to  enjoy  Uie  sport  of 
having  the  villagers  run  to  his  assist¬ 
ance,  so  that  when  eventually  a  wolf  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  scene  and  carried  away 
some  of  the  flock,  the  villagers  paid  no 
attention  whatsoever  to  the  shepherd’s 
cry  of  “Help,  wolf,”  etc. 

T  passed  a  very  pleasant  afternoon 
with  IMons.  Lemaitre  and  he  informed 
me  that  if  IMadame  Emile  Houdin  re¬ 
fused  to  grant  me  permission  to  lay  a 
wreath  on  Houdin’s  grave,  or  to  photo¬ 
graph  it,  he  could  not  grant  me  per¬ 
mission,  but  there  was  no  law  that 
would  hold  me  responsible,  nor  could  I 
be  held  by  the  law  if  I  did  this  without 
permission,  and  slyly  hinted  that  I 
should  go  ahead.  I  therefore  went  to 
the  quiet  cemetery  and  for  fully  half  an 
hour  1  stood  with  my  hat  in  my  hat  at 
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the  tomb  of  Robert  Houdin,  and  with  all 
the  reverence  and  homage  with  which  T 
respect  his  memory. 

For  even  at  this  date  I  admire  him, 
but  think  that  it  is  only  just  and  right 
that  the  real  facts  should  be  known. 

I  went  to  the  largest  florist  in  Blois 
and  purchased  a  huge  wreath  with  the 
inscription  “Honor  and  Eespect  to  Rob¬ 
ert  Houdin  from  the  Magicians  of 
America.”  As  the  wreath  was  made  of 
glass  beads,  that  being  the  custom  in 
France,  it  is  probably  on  his  grave  to 
this  very  day. 

{ I  took  several  photographs  of  the 
tomb,  and  herewith  publish  the  best  two 
taken.) 


Robert  Houdin ’s  Grave. 

One  incident  I  would  like  to  relate. 
I  was  shown  a  large  portrait  of  Robert 
Houdin,  upon  which  he  had  written  a 
pun  about  “it  not  being  right  to  give 
anybody  away,  he  must  iconfess  he  has 
given  himself  away.”  The  pun  is  un¬ 
translatable.  I  offered  i,ooo  francs  for 
the  photograph,  but  the  offer  was  re¬ 
fused.  Since  that  time  I  have  gathered 


Bas  Relief  on  Robert  Houdin’s  Tomb  Stone. 

many  portraits  which  I  hereby  publish, 
also  adding  one  which  I  think  was  the 
best  taken  of  him.  This  was  the  frontis¬ 
piece  of  a  book.  “Les  Figures  Du 
Temps,”  published  in  Paris  by  Bour- 
dillat  et  Cie.,  i86i.  The  book  is  out  of 
print,  and  the  one  in  my  possession  was 
given  to  me  by  Mons.  Caroly,  who  is 
the  editor  of  LTllusionist,  u  very  inter¬ 
esting  French  magical  paper  published 
monthly. 

(To  be  Continued) 


American  Magician  Balked 

Arthur  E.  Kramer  the  clever  Boston 
amateur  conjurer  has  been  taking  a  trip 
through  Europe  with  his  mother  Mrs. 
E.  G.  Kramer  and,  it  appears  that  he 
tried  to  give  a  performance  in  the  Grand 
Harem  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  but  was 
not  allowed,  as  he  boasted  that  he  would 
cause  one  of  the  favorites  of  the  Sultan 
to  vanish  from  the  Palace.  The  Sultan 
hearing  of  this  would  not  allow  Arthur 
to  appear  at  the  Harem  to  the  great  sa¬ 
tisfaction  of  Mrs.  Kramer. 
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On  Board  the  Kronprinz  Wilhelm 
August  2,  1906 

Well,  at  last  I  have  managed  to  find 
rny  “sea-legs”  and  am  able  to  write  a 
few  lines.  On  board  are  several  card- 
sharps,  one  of  them  has  been  getting 
very  friendly  to  me,  thinking  I  am  ah 
Ezy-mark,  and  shall  soon  enlighten  him 
if  he  wishes  it.  Spends  his  money  very 
freely,  and  his  pal  is  doing  likewise  to 
several  merchants  aboard.  Game  has 
been  proposed,  and  they  will  play  after 
lunch.  Shall  watch  the  game  and  see 
how  good  their  methods  are. 

An  old  fellow  on  board  is  the  life  of 
the  passengers,  who  is  always  starting 
to  do  some  magic  trick,  and  winding  up 
by  saying,  “Well,  I  declare,  if  I  haven’t 
forgotten  how  to  do  the  trick.” 

Some  one  put  salt  in  his  beer,  but  he 
drinks  it  with  a  grin  and  a  wink,  as  if 
he  never  tasted  better.  Nothing  doing, 
so  shall  close  for  the  day. 

August  5th,  ’o6. 

Well,  the  sharpers  have  commenced  to 
play  cards,  and  several  of  the  passen¬ 
gers  are  losers.  Saw  nothing  but  very 
raw  amateur  work,  and  as  I  am  “butting 
in”  all  the  time,  they  have  tried  to  bar 
me  from  the  card  room.  So  I  said,  “If 


you  do.  I’ll  tell  them  how  you  cheat.” 
Up  jumped  Mr.  Sharper  and  tried  to 
reach  my  head  with  a  small-sized  fist,  his 
fist  struck  the  air,  and  when  they  picked 
him  up,  it  took  almost  15  minutes  to 
bring  him  back  to  his  senses.  I  told  the 
Captain  that  I  was  not  looking  for  trou¬ 
ble,  and  nothing  was  done.  I  left  steam¬ 
er  at  my  destination  and  reached  London 
in  good  time.  I  hear  that  they  played 
in  their  staterooms  after  that. 

London,  England,  August  13th,  1906. 

Some  news  that  may  be  only  “hot 
air.”  De  Biere,  whom  I  spoke  to  in 
Leeds,  had  just  received  a  letter  from 
some  solicitor  asking  him  “if  he  was 
prepared  to  take  the  Cannon  trick  out 
of  his  performance,  as  the  effect  is  pat¬ 
ented  by  Goldin.  I  also  heard  that  this 
Goldin,  whose  first  name  is  Horace,  has 
patented  the  Handcuff  act,  but  while  I 
believe  a  great  many  things,  this  last 
rumor  is  too  preposterous.  Shall  let  you 
know,  however.  De  Biere,  by  the  way, 
is  working  with  a  Miss  Cleveland,  who, 
they  tell  me,  is  a  daughter  of  (Bonnie 
Godwin,  a  very  clever  coon  song  sing¬ 
er).  I  was  told  that  Mrs.  De  Biere 
went  to  America  on  a  visit  to  her’  par¬ 
ents.  Handcuff  kings  are  as  munerdus  as 
ever,  but  work  not  enough  for  them  all. 
Most  of  them  pleased  to  get  anything 
at  all.  None  of  them  have  “stunts”  of 
their  own,  and  they  are  using  your  old 
material,  until  they  have  done  it  to 
death. 

One  of  them  called  “Jack  the  Ripper,” 
informed  me  that  he  was  booked  in 
Australia,  but  I  think  he  is  “swanking.” 

I  met  a  performer  named  Tambo,  who 
has  just  returned  from  Australia,  who 
informed  me  that  some  one  is  in  that 
country  is  using  your  name,  and  has  a 
copy  of  your  litho. 

I’ll  bet  that  will  hurt  your  feelings. 
(Not  a  bit  Of  it. — Editor.) 
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Oswald  Williams  of  Cardiff  is  now  in 
the  market  as  professional  illusionist, 
and  he  claims  that  he  will  perform  “nine 
illusions  in  a  minute  and  a  half.” 
Among  his  advertised  features  he  has: 
The  Great  Water  Mystery,  The  Wiz¬ 
ard’s  Hat,  the  largest  Hat  trick  in  the 
World,  The  Congress  of  Nations.  Shall 
see  his  act  at  the  first  opportunity  and 
will  report.  Week  of  August  loth  I 
note  on  the  bill  of  the  Yarmouth  Pavilion 
the  name  of  Oswald  Williams  in  an  in¬ 
teresting  shadowgraphic  entertainment  ? 

I  can’t  understand  it.  On  same  bill  is 
featured  “Mysterious  Lilith,”  which  was 
once  exploited  by  the  recently  deceased 
Fred  Harcourt. 

•  Aloritt,  who  years  ago  made  a  fortune 
with  his  ‘‘Man  in  a  Trance,”  is  now 
lessee  of  the  Pavilion  Scarborough.  I 
note  on  his  bill,  The  Blind  man  who  has 
a  wonderful  memory  (I  have  seen  him 
work  and  he  is  good),  Magna,  the  mag¬ 
netic  Lady,  and  an  act  named  “The  Spir¬ 
it  Circle.” 

Datas,  the  man  with  a  large  memory, 
is  obtaining  a  great  deal  of  circus  ad¬ 
vertising  out  of  the  fact  that  he  claims 
to  have  sold  his  head  for  thousands  of 
pounds.  He  is  the  man  that  was  on  the 
New  York  Roof  Garden  several  years 
ago.  He  managed  to  do  pretty  well.  On 
same  bill  are  Kahn  and  Kahn  in  Necro¬ 
mancy,  also  Dunning,  the  Ventriloquist. 

Alburtus  and  Bartram,  the  old  time 
“Wizards  of  the  Clubs,”  are  now  play¬ 
ing  their  last  dates  together,  for  four 
years  they  have  been  doing  this,  but  alas 
and  alack  it  is  true  now. 

Claude  Bartram  is  going  to  settle  in 
London,  where  he  is  the  English  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  German  “Das  Pro¬ 
gramme,”  and  Samuel  Alburtus  will  be 
known  as  “Altus,”  the  comic  Juggler. 

“The  Marconis”  are  a  decided  hit  at 
the  Palace  Manchester.  They  advertise 


the  fact  of  allowing  250,000  volts  of 
electricity  pass  through  the  body.  This 
feat  is  causing  a  great  deal  of  talk. 

On  the  bill  of  the  Palace  Grimsby  I 
note  a  man  billed  as  “Godfrey  the  man 
of  mystery.”  It  can’t  be  possible  that 
Godfrey  is  the  American  that  once  per¬ 
formed  the  “Cell  and  Handcuff”  act 
about  twelve  years  ago  at  the  Old 
Worth’s  Museum?  Must  find  out,  as  I 
know  him  very  well.  The  last  I  heard 
of  Godfrey  was  of  him  having  lost  his 
voice  and  selling  out  his  entire  outfit. 

O.  K.  Sato  is  fooling  them  at  the 
Edinboro  Empire.  This  is  the  fellow 
that  invented  the  disappearing  cigar  box 
trick  in  1885,  and  it  is  still  new  when 
you  see  him  do  it.  He  is  a  very  clever 
sleight  of  hand  man,  but  now  does  a 
comic  juggling  turn. 

Carl  Hertz  has  returned  from  Ameri¬ 
ca.  and  will  add  a  new  Mystery  to  his 
already  plentiful  performance.  He  has 
named  it  “The  Bridal  Chamber.”  I  hear 
that  he  produced  it  in  America. 

H.  H.  Feiber  is  in  London  as  usual 
looking  for  novelties.  If  you  please  him 
you  “must”  be  good. 

Hermann  Melot  is  at  the  Palace 
Blackburn.  He  is  the  best  shouter  at  an 
audience  that  ever  lived.  When  he  is 
going  through  his  finishing  trick,  “Flags 
of  All  Nations,”  he  marches,  he  ges¬ 
tures,  he  sings,  and  works  the  audience 
to  such  a  pitch  that  he  receives  the  larg¬ 
est  amount  of  applause  of  any  magician 
I  have  ever  seen.  Another  instance  of 
“It’s  not  what  you  do— ^but  the  way  you 
do  it.”  I  start  into  work  soon  on  the 
Moss  and  Stoll  Tour.  Will  then  be  in  a 
better  position  of  sending  news. 

Theo.  Hardeen. 
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The  Editor  wishes  to  inform  his  rea¬ 
ders  that  Herr  Osey  has  been  engaged 
to  write  for  the  Conjurers’  Magazine  as 
the  gentleman  of  his  own  free  will 
joined  our  staff.  He  did  not  like  the 
way  his  material  was  published  several 
months  after  he  had  written  it,  which  is 
the  only  reason  that  he  has  resigned  from 
the  Mahatma.  He  is  under  contract  to 
write  a  certain  amount  of  news  every 
month, otherwise  he  will  incur  a  fine,  and 
if  we  are  late  in  appearing  we  must  pay 
him  the  fine. 

He  will  positively  write  exclusively 
for  this  magazine. 


Well,  once  again  I  pick  up  my  un¬ 
used  Magic  pen,  and  try  to  send  you  the 
news  of  the  “Taschenspieler,”  as  sleight 
of  hand  artists  are  known  over  here. 
The  word  “Taschenspieler”  is  the  name 
given  to  the  magicians  years  and  years 
ago,  because  they  carried  all  their  appa¬ 
ratus  in  their  pockets.  In  those  days 
they  made  a  specialty  of  the  cups  and 
balls,  and  went  about  mountebanking, 
and  were  known  as  “er  spielt  von  die 
Taschen”  from  which  they  were  named 
“Taschenspieler,”  “He  plays  from  his 
pockets”  or  “Pocketplayer.” 

I  wonder  why  the  present  day  ma¬ 
gicians  do  not  add  the  cups  and  balls  to 
their  entertainments  when  they  perform 
in  close  circles.  Nothing  can  be  half  as 
effective,  and  the  beauty  of  this  accom¬ 
plishment  is  that  you  can  do  it  at  any 


time  or  place,  and  it  is  always  ready. 
Just  as  easy  to  carry  as  a  pack  of  cards, 
and  the  mystifying  results  are  ahead  of 
anything  in  the  whole  art  of  magic  that 
can  be  produced  with  such  little  prac¬ 
tice  or  fear  of  detection.  Nelson  Downs 
informs  me  that  very  few  magicians  use 
this  old  form  of  mystery,  and  as  I  hap¬ 
pen  to  have  some  very  clever  moves 
some  day  I  shall  make  a  few  chapters  of 
them  and  hand  them  one  by  one  to  every 
magician  that  I  may  meet. 

Can  you  imagine  the  surprise  of  find¬ 
ing  a  hot'weinerwurst  or  a  steaming  hot 
red  beet  where  apparently  a  few  seconds 
ago  3-ou  placed  a  small  cork  ball. 

But  to  other  affairs  more  important 
at  the  present  time.  Magicians  are  scarce 
in  this  part  of  the  world,  this  being  the 
summer  season.  We  have  plenty  of  na¬ 
tive  talent,  but  some  how  or  other,  they 
live  up  to  the  proverb  “A  man  is  no 
prophet  in  his  own  land.” 


Imro  Fox,  the  Koinedy  Konjurer,  is 
at  the  Karlsbad  Orpheum,  where  the  fa¬ 
vorite  Vienna  Comedian,  Herr  Modle, 
has  been  manager  for  a  number  of  years. 
Fox  always  goes  to  the  various  baths  in 
the  good  old  summer  time,  and’  soon  he 
will  be  in  Aachen  where  he  is  a  welcome 
guest,  but  he  plays  at  the  Berlin  Winter- 
garten  before  Aachen. 


Miss  or  Mrs.  Eugenie  Wermke,  the 
strongest .  woman  in  the  world,  ha.s, 
strengthened  her  act  by  engaging  a 
giant  servant  whom  she  calls  “Herold.” 
(I  wonder  what  she  calls  him  when  he 
neglects  his  work.)  This  giant  makes 
a  poor  excuse  at  a  few  magic  tricks. 
He  “does”  them  while  the  “Strongest 
\^  Oman  in  the  World”  is  resting,  after 
each  test. 
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A  real  novelty  act  is  being  introduced 
in  Antwerpen  by  Circus  Wulff,  They 
are  having  a  daily  wrestling  match  be¬ 
tween  man  and  elephant.  Captain  Ru- 
dolphi  is  the  “man”  and  Boliver  is  the 
elephant.  They  manage  to  work  up  so 
much  interest  that  the  circus  is  staying 
seven  days  longer  than  originally  ad¬ 
vertised,  and  poor  old  Carlitti  has  not 
dared  to  open  with  his  “Great  Mystery 
Company.”  This  company,  by  the  way, 
consists  of  old  man  Carlitti  and  one  acro¬ 
bat,  and  between  themselves  they  give 
the  whole  performance. 


Circus  Corty  Althoff  is  touring  Hol¬ 
land.  Among  his  “unterer  anderern” 
(among  others)  he  has  a  Handkuff  King 
named  Kleppini,  who  now  has  so  many 
medals  on  the  front  of  his  coat  and  vest 
that  he  will  soon  have  to  pin  them  on 
the  seat  of  his  trousers,  as  his  coat  is  of 
the  style  known  as  the  “Seymour.” 

"^'ank  Hoe,  who  at  one  time  was  sc 
well  known  in  America,  is  now  bus)- 
looking  for  a  job.  xA.las,  he  is  creeping 
to  the  “has  been  magicians”  and  is  not 
in  demand  as  he  was  in  days  of  yore. 


C  ircus  Raney,  now  in  Amiens,  is  fea¬ 
turing  “Aga”  under  the  name  of  “Le 
Miiacle  de  Mahomet.”  As  Aga  has 
never  been  seen  in  that  part  of  the  world 
it  is  making  more  than  good. 


Francis  Rothig  the  legerdemain  per¬ 
former,  is  filling  a  month’s  engagement 
at  the  Appollo  Theatre,  Berlin. 


The  Brothers  Kulperti,  who  do  a  bur¬ 
lesque  magic  and  illusion  act,  are  ex¬ 
posing  the  best  tricks  of  the  modem  ma¬ 
gicians  at  the,  Wriedt’s  Establishment, 
Kiel.  Their  finishing  trick  they  do  not 
expose,  and  it  certainly  looks  great.  One 


of  them  is  made  up  as  a  long  hair  Poet, 
and  the  comedian  looks  like  Adolphi  the 
circus  clown.  The  Magician  holds  a 
large  sheet  in  front  pf  himself,  waves  it 
two  or  three  times,  and  at  a  pistol  shot 
the  sheet  drops,  the  professor  has  va¬ 
nished.  It  is  as  clever  as  it  is  simple. 
When  the  Professor  goes  behind  the 
curtain,  he  covers  himself  with  a  sheet, 
while  the  sheet  is  hiding  him,  from  the 
back  of  the  stage  through  the  back  drop 
two  artificial  hands  are  pushed,  and  these 
the  Professor  places  so  as  to  give  the 
idea  that  the  false  hands  are  his  natural 
on<  s.  He  waves  the  sheet  once  or  twice, 
and  then  under  the  protection  of  the 
sluet,  makes  his  exit  through  the  centre 
door,  and  runs  in  front.  When  his  assis¬ 
tant  shoots  the  pistol  the  hands  drop  with 
the  sheet  to  the  floor,  and  the  two  sticks 
on  which  the  hands  are  fastened  drop 
with  a  bang,  the  audience  are  so  sur- 
pr.sed  at  the  disappearance  that  they 
ne  ver  notice  the  articles  on  stage.  They 
arc  now  working  on  a  new  idea  so  that 
the  sticks  will  flap  against  the  back  drop, 
and  this  will  improve  the  deception. 

Chev.  Thorn,  who  is  a  brother  of  Dar¬ 
win,  is  in  Munich  billed  very  big  and 
ought  to  do  very  well.  I  hear  that  he 
holds  contracts  for  America. 


Herr  Max  Berol  Belmont  Konarah, 
magician,  traveler,  author  linguist,  ma¬ 
thematician,  president  of  the  German  Ar- 
tisten  Loge,  etc.,  etc.,  is  booked  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  America  opening  with  some  Or- 
pheum  Show.  The  manager  was  in  Eng¬ 
land,  saw  Berol’s  act  and  booked  the  feat. 
It  is  the  “Mene  Tenkle”  trick,  where  the 
blackboard  is  suspended  in  the  air,  and 
a  ball  writes  any  and  all  things  that  the 
Herr  Introducer  wishes.  I  hear  that 
Karl  Hertz  had  an  imitation  in  England, 
but  it  was  not  the  real  one.  This  black¬ 
board  trick  is  the  invention  of  a  Berlin 
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mechanic.  From  what  I  can  learn  Carl 
Edward  Poliak  and  Berol  are  interested 
in  this  latest  trick.  It  is  patented  in  all 
countries,  so  I’ve  been  told,  and  it  must 
be  pretty  good  when  an  astute  man  like 
Max  Berol  will  accept  a  contract  for  an 
American  company  with  the  clause  in  it 
that  “should  an  imitation  act  on  the  same 
style  appear,  the  Orpheum  contract  is  to 
be  null  and  void.”  The  act  is  drawing  a 
very  good  salary.  By  some  accident  I 
was  let  into  the  secret  of  the  trick,  and 
was  honor  bound  not  to  reveal  the  secret 
unless  it  was  granted  me,  and  as  I  have 
no  wish  to  spoil  their  engagement  I  will 
explain  the  act,  as  I  saw  it,  from  the 
front,  and  the  reader  can  use  his  own 
ideas.  That  writer  in  England,  I  think 
his  name  is  Whitely,  does  not  want  to 
be  so  certain  when  he  tries  to  get  smart 
and  says  that  it  is  an  old  trick,  etc.  He 
may  be  a  writer,  but  he  does  not  use 
judgment,  or  else  he  would  not  make 
such  a  bad  mistake,  particularly  as  he 
had  not  even  seen  the  act  at  the  time  of 
his  writing.  As  we  say  over  here,  “Be 
sure  you  are  certain,  and  then  make  cer¬ 
tain  you  are  sure.”  A  description  of  the 
act  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

Curtain  rises,  a  large  blackboard  about 
i-o  feet  by  6,  and  about  6  inches  deep  is 
seen  hanging  on  two  ropes  that  are 
spliced ;  the  board  is  covered  with  heavy 
sheets  of  paper,  which  are  fastened  at 
the  bottom,  so  after  each  question,  is  an¬ 
swered  by  the  blackboard  they  are  torn 
off,  leaving  the  next  sheet  of  paper  ex¬ 
posed ;  the  blackboard  proper  is  never 
seen.'  A  long  mat  is  spread  under  the 
blackboard,  and  no  one  ever  walks  in 
front.  When  ever  anything  is  required 
thev  walk  in  back  and  behind  the  board. 
It  hangs  about  15  feet  from  the  foot¬ 
lights,  and  is  a  good  distance  from  the 
back.  Madame  Konorah  starts  to  intro¬ 
duce  the  board,  but  informs  you,  with  a 


German  smirk,  that  she  is  not  capable 
enough  to  run  the  whole  affair,  and 
Mons.  will  conclude.  (Mons.  is  Max 
Berol).  The  back  of  board  is  shown 
half  way ;  it  is  started  swinging  from  side 
to  side  to  prove  that  there  are  no  connec¬ 
tions  from  the  back,  and  it  swings  true 
all  the  time,  which  shows  that  the  board 
is  of  some  heavy  metal.  He  shows  a 
small  pan  in  which  there  are  three  or  four 
small  balls  of  some  black  nature.  The 
first  move  is  to  place  the  ball  on  the  board 
with  a  spoon  or  holder  made  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  and  in  a  sort  of  a  dizzy  scrawl  it 
traces  the  w'ords  “Mene  Tenkle.”  The 
ball  is  placed  on  the  board  and  seems  to 
adhere  of  its  own  accord.  Mons.  now 
steps  into  the  audience  and  has  three 
names  written  on  paper  which  he  carries 
with  him,  after  the  names  are  written,  he 
makes  use  of  his  old  second  sight  me¬ 
thod  of  conveying  the  words  to  Madame 
Konorah,  and  soon  the  selected  words 
are  scrawled  on  the  paper.  The  night  I 
saw  the  performance  three  names  were 
selected,  the  first  one,  Petersburgh,  se¬ 
cond  Rose,  and  third  Carmen.  On  the 
downward  stroke  on  the  letter  “C”  the 
ball  fell  off  the  blackboard  which  was 
not  picked  up,  but  was  replaced  by  Ma¬ 
dame  with  another  from  the  pan.  She 
explained  that  there  was  not  enough  ink 
on  the  ball  that  fell  off.  Mons.  now  re¬ 
turns  to  the  stage,  and  informs  the  audi¬ 
ence  that  the  board  will  have  something 
to  say  of  its  own  accord,  and  on  the  ball 
being  placed  in  position  it  writes  “Good 
Bye.”  It  has  a  weak  finish  but  perhaps 
by  the  time  it  gets  to  America  it  will  be 
improved  upon. 


An  act  has  been  recently  patented 
which  seems  to  me  to  be  on  the  same  style 
as  that  of  Staley  and  Birbeck,  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  who  played  Germany  several  years 
ago.  E.  V.  Moran,  of  the  team  Moran 
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and  Mareece,  will  produce  a  mysterious 
scene,  in  which  they  appear  in  an  ele¬ 
gant  parlour  with  everything  apparently 
real  and  solid,  when  at  a  given  signal,  in 
less  time  than  it  takes  to  tell,  the  parlour 
scene  changes  into  a  most  gorgeous  gar¬ 
den,  with  flower  beds  all  over  the  stage, 
and  in  the  centre  of  the  garden  a  very 
handsome  rock  grotto,  which  a  few  se¬ 
conds  before  was  a  book  case,  and  is 
spouting  water  from  six  large  openings. 
And  over  a  glass  wall,  water  falls  illumi¬ 
nated  by  thousands  of  electric  lights. 

The  lady  manageress,  Frau  Matilda 
W'olf,  who  has  booked  every  magician 
and  mystery  that  has  played  Germany 
has  been  insulted,  and  offers  a  reward  of 
500  Marks  ($125.00)  to  any  one  who  will 
bring  her  evidence  as  to  the  person  who 
started  certain  rumors  about  her.  Should 
any  of  our  readers  know,  kindly  address 
her  at  Colosseum  Essen  Ruhr.  She  is  the 
lady  who  wanted  Downs  to  use  German 
coins  instead  of  American  half  dollars,  as 
she  claimed  he  must  use  them  being  in 
Germany.  Downs  always  being  gallant 
obliged  the  lady,  but  did  not  obtain  a  re¬ 
turn  contract. 


Okito,  the  Hollander,  son  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Bamberg,  is  back  in  the  show  bu¬ 
siness  with  his  Chinese  act.  He  is  a 
very  good  card  manipulator,  but  it  does 
not  look  Chinee-like  for  a  Chink  to  han¬ 
dle  cards. 

Poor  Richardo  Bellani,  is  in  durance 
vile  because  one  of  his  tricks  went  wrong 
in  Milan.  He  being  a  change  artist  and 
magician  advertised  that  he  would  per¬ 
form  a  trick  which  had  never  been  seen 
before.  He  drew  a  packed  house;  the 
trick  was  to  change  his  evening  dress 
in  full  view  of  the  audience  into  that  of 
Mephisto,  and  back  again  as  often  as  he 
desired.  This  he  accomplished  by  hav¬ 


ing  stings  leading  from  his  person  to  his 
assistants  who  were  under  the  stage.  But 
alas  and  alack,  something  went  wrong  at 
the  very  first  change.  He  was  to  have 
appeared  in  his  devil’s  suit.  The  man 
below  pulled  too  much  or  too  strong,  and 
the  entire  clothing  (all  made  to  pull  in 
half)  fell  on  the  stage,  and  poor  Bellani 
stood  there  in  his  Adam’s  suit,  with  only 
half  an  undershirt  on.  There  was  a  yell 
of  delight  in  that  audience ;  women 
fainted,  men  howled,  and  the  Gendarmes 
fought  their  way  to  the  now  transfixed 
Artist,  who  stood  as  if  bereft  of  his  rea¬ 
son  and  they  carried  him,  covered  with 
newspapers,  through  the  streets  to  the 
prison.  Instead  of  looking  like  the  devil 
he  looked  like  H— 1. 

Letter  dated  Leipzig,  August  25,  ’06. 

Chevalier  Ernest  Thorn  is  here  at  the 
Krystal  Palast,  and  has  made  quite  a  hit, 
so  much  so  that  he  holds  three  return 
dates  at  an  increased  salary.  I  met  him 
at  the  Stam-guest  table  at  the  Batten- 
berg  Theatre.  His  years  have  told  light¬ 
ly  on  him.  He  is  busy  getting  together 
a  new  Illusion.  In  it  he  makes  his  ap¬ 
pearance  with  a  hand  grip.  Thorn  will 
remove  nothing  but  clothes  which  he  will 
fill  with  straw.  Without  any  warning 
this  figure  will  assume  life  and  be  his 
assistant  through  the  performance. 

Bernardi  the  lig-htning  change  artist, 
will  possibly  be  brought  to  America  for 
the  Schuberts  by  the  Agent  Marinelli. 
Bernardi  gives  a  whole  Music  Hall  per¬ 
formance,  on  the  style  of  Fregoli.  He  is 
a  clever  magician,  and  in  his  performance 
he  opens  the  show  as  a  Soubrette,  sings  a 
song,  walks  off  the  stage,  returns  as  a 
Crayon  Artist,  bows  off,  then  makes  his 
appearance  as  a  Musical  Clown  and  goes 
through  an  entire  musical  act.  Off  he 
pops,  returns  as  a  Serpentine  Dancer  with 
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all  the  light  effects,  then  he  is  in  turn  a 
comic  singer,  juggler,  burlesque  strong 
man,  and  finishes  up  his  performance 
with  '‘Aga,”'  “Dida”  and  a  very  fine  pro¬ 
duction  of  Black  Art. 

Sacco,  the  Starvation  Artist,  is  draw¬ 
ing  large  crowds  in  Mannheim.  He  is 
the  man  who  agrees  to  starve  fifty  days 
and  nights  or  forfeit  his  salary.  I  wonder 
if  he  starves  when  he  is  out  of  an  en¬ 
gagement,  for,  his  engagements  are  few 
and  far  between.  Perhaps  there  he  dis¬ 
covered  his  talent? 


Renk,  a  German  Magician,  is  in  Rus- 
sia,  this  being  his  eighth  engagement  up 
jM'  there.  On  his  lithos  he  has  the  following 

“Renk  American  Illusionist — The  World 
Record.”  What  can  this  mean? 


Ah  ha,  what  is  this?  Yes  it  is  he. 
Alex  Weyer,  the  Luxembourg  magician 
is  gradually  working  his  way  among  the 
top  notcher.  He  is  advertising  the  fact 
that  he  has  a  rooster  that  will  lay  twelve 
eggs  and  will  again  “take  them  back.” 
Did  you  ever?  He  must  have  obtained 
this  idea  from  the  moving  pictures,  for 
that  is  where  I  saw  the  feat  apparently 
performed.  Weyer  is  at  the  Flora 
Theatre  Altona — Hamburg. 


DEATH'S  ROLL  CALL 


Max  Rossner,  who  has  been  before 
the  European  public  over  35  years,  has 
been  called  to  the  great  beyond.  With 
him  expired  the  last  of  the  Berlin  “one 
man  show”  conjurers.  He  was  born 
about  1850,  and  while  not  a  great  sleight 
of  hand  performer,  was  a  well-built  man 
weighing  over  225  pounds,  and  had  a 
very  fine  stage  appearance.  I  met  him 
in  1900,  and  accepted  an  invitation ,  to 
dine  at  his  home,  13  Hasenhaide,  in  Ber¬ 


lin.  He  showed  me  a  number  of  pres¬ 
ents  that  he  had  received  from  various 
crowned  heads,  and  an  old  picture  in 
which  he  was  photographed  in  the  act 
of  cutting  off  a  little  boy’s  head.  This 
boy,  he  informed  me,  became  known  to 
the  world  as  D’Alvini.  I  spent  quite  an 
entertaining  afternoon  with  him  and  his 
family,  and  the  next  week  he  appeared 
with  Herman  Michaleas  (known  as  the 
Berlin  Hermann)  in  Circus  Busch,  as 
the  Great  German  Handcuff  King.  Ross¬ 
ner,  having  a  great  gift  of  speech,  did 
all  the  “speeching,”  while  old  man  Her¬ 
man  exhibited  all  the  “Unhandcuffing.” 
I  never  could  understand  why  he  should 
treat  me  so  kindly,  when  all  the  time  he 
knew  he  was  going  to  “Copy”  my  act, 
and  at  this  late  day  I  can  see  what  a  very 
diplomatic  man  he  must  have  been.  He 
traveled  about  for  years  giving  the 
whole  show,  sometimes  engaging .  small 
acts  to  assist,  and  for  several  seasons  he 
was  booked  to  do  “Expose  of  Spiritual¬ 
istic  Rope  Ties”  and  the  “Bandage  test” 
with  which  Cazeneune  made  such  a  hit, 
and  Anna  Eva  Fay  created  so  much  con¬ 
troversy.  Rossner’s  last  engagement 
was  a  three  months  run  at  the  Berlin 
Passage  Panopticon,  where  he  remained 
during  October,  November  and  Decem¬ 
ber,  1905.  This  Passage  Panopticon  is 
now  run  by  the  Rosenfeldt  Bros.,  who 
managed  some  of  the  big  productions  in 
New  York. 

Poor  Rossner,  he  received  a  hard  blow 
some  time  ago  by  losing  all  his  money 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  banking  firm 
in  Leipzig  of  Friedlander  and  Sommer- 
field.  He  had  been  confined  in  his  room 
by  sickness  over  seven  months  and  died 
after  enduring  much  suffering.  He 
leaves  a  widow  and  two  sons.  He  was 
buried  Wednesday,  August  ist,  in  the 
old  Jacob  Church  in  Rixdorf,  near  Ber¬ 
lin.  Peace  be  to  his  ashes. 


THE  CONJURERS'  iMONTHLY  MAGAZINE 


17 


READING 

Reviewing  Boors  and  Tm  ings_ 


FROA THE  Press 
WISE, 

AND 

OTHERWISE 
BY  Harry  Handcuff  Houdini . 


Old  and  New  Magic 

“The  Old  and  New  Magic,”  by  Hen- 
Ridgely  Evans,  with  an  introduction 
by  Dr.  Paul  Carus.  Published  by  The 
Open  Court  Publisher  Company,  Chica- 

go.  III.  ‘ 

A  book  that  is  well  gotten  up,  as  far 
as  printer’s  ink  and  paper  are  concerned, 
but  it  is  full  of  bad  mistakes,  misstate¬ 
ments  and  a  great  deal  of  worthless  ma- 
■terial,  especially  the  “padding.” 

To  start  in,  Evans  does  not  tell  you 
that  the  photo  of  Houdin,  that  he  makes 
use  of  as  frontispiece,  is  the  one  that 
Houdin  made  use  of  in  his  original  edi¬ 
tion  of  “Memoires  et  Revelations,”  pub¬ 
lished  in  Paris  by  A.  Dclahays,  1868. 
Evans  is  one  hundred  years  behind  the 
time  in  explaining  where  the  words  “Ho- 
‘cus  Pocus”  come  from.  He  claims  that 
Conjurers  were  known  in  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  Century  as  “Hocus  Pocus.”  He 
.also  mentions  that  the  words  first  appear 
in  a  pamphlet  printed  in  1641,  in  which 
the  author,  speaking  of  the  sights  at 
Bartholomew  Fair,  mentions^  “Hocus 
Pocus”— showing  his  art  of  legerde¬ 
main. 

Why,  I  have  a  book  of  “Hocus  Po¬ 
cus”  of  the  second  edition,  printed  in 
1635,  called  “Hocus  Pocus.”  The  words 
■were  first  made  use  of  about  1529,  in 


England,  when  the  first  English  Bibles 
were  introduced,  and  gave  the  Protest¬ 
ants  new  zeal,  and  was  the  cause  of 
great  and  deadly  conflicts,  in  which  the 
Catholics  took  part.  The  most  sacred 
words  of  the  old  evorship,  the  words  of 
consecration  “Hoc  est  corpus”  were 
travestied  into  the  nickname  for  jugglery 
and  legerdemain,  as  “Hocus  Pocus.”  It 
was  by  this  attack  on  the  mass,  even 
more  than  by  other  outrages,  that  the 
temper,  both  of  Henry  and  the  nation, 
were  stirred  to  deep  resentment.  Any 
one'  washing  more  information  can  con¬ 
sult  John  Green’s  “English  People.” 

In  speaking  of  Chev.  Pinetti,  Evans 
simply  repeats  what  Robert  Houdin  in 
his  Memoirs  relates,  and  Evans  does  not 
even  give  Houdin  credit  for  several  sto¬ 
ries  that  he  makes  use  of.  Houdin 
claims  that  Pinetti  died  in  poverty  and 
want.  This  has  been  copied  by  all 
waiters  and  Evans  also  falls  into  this 
error.  Pinetti  did  not  die  in  want.  He 
was  w^ell  off  at  his  death,  and  in  one  of 
the  coming  numbers  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Magazine  will  shed  some  light  on  the 
life  of  the  Greatest  Magician  that  lived, 
“Chev.  Willadel  Pinetti,”  of  whom,  I 
think,  the  only  authentic  portrait  wall  be 
found  in  my  collection. 

Evans  has  made  rambling  statements 
regarding  Robert  Houdin,  but  inasmuch 
as  I  correct  them  all  in  my  Robert  Hou¬ 
din  article,  will  not  recapitulate  them  in 
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this  column.  Referring  to  Bosco’s  death, 
it  was  in  1863,  as  will  be  seen  on  the 
Tomb  Stone,  but  then  that  mistake  may 
be  a  printer’s  error. 

Evans  states  that  Anderson  wanted  to 
become  a  magician  after  he  had  seen 
Sig.  Blitz,  the  elder,  perform.  That  is 
not  so.  Anderson  was  an  actor,  so  he 
said,  but  he  never  drew  as  an  actor. 
In  fact,  all  the  money  he  ever  made  he 
lost  trying  “to  act  out.” 

Anderson  w'as  a  pupil  of  Bologna,  Sr., 
who  traveled  for  years  with  his  owm 
show.  As  all  these  facts  will  appear  in 
Anderson’s  life,  shall  not  dwell  too  long 
on  him  in  this  space. 

Relating  things  of  Frikell,  Evans  is 
only  right  in  a  very  few  things.  He  is 
wrong  in  the  birthplace.  Several  days 
before  Frikell  died,  I  asked  him  to  have 
a  photo  taken  for  my  then  forthcoming 
book.  Strange  as  this  may  seem,  I  hold 
the  only  picture  taken  of  him  since  1849. 
Frikell  had  a  photo  taken  by  Sarony, 
New  York,  in  that  year.  On  inquiry 
there,  I  found,  to  my  sorrow,  that  the 
negative  had  been  destroyed  a  few 
months  ago.  In  my  Frikell  article  shall 
publish  all  facts  about  this  clever  little 
man. 

There  is  no  use  in  devoting  much 
more  space  in  calling  attention  to  the 
errors  in  his  book.  He  gives  a  nice  de¬ 
scription  of  the  undersigned,  and  then 
goes  on  to  give  an  alleged  expose  of  the 
handcuff  act,  as  explained  in  the  Lon¬ 
don  Strand  some  time  ago.  It  was  ex¬ 
posed  by  a  plumber  of  Bradford,  Eng¬ 
land,  and  to  show  how  unreliable  the 
expose  is,  shall  reprint  a  newspaper 
item  of  my  meeting  this  gentleman. 
The  entire  exposure  seems  to  have  hand- 
cufifs^,  locked,  on  you,  all  of  the  same  kind, 
onp  keyAo  unlock  them  all.  I  wish  it 
really  were  so  simple,  then  I  should  not 


have  to  do  so  much  worrying. 

Halifax  Evening  Courier. 

November  18,  ’03. 

Extraordinary  Scene  at  the  Palace. 

At  the  first  performance  last  night  at 
the  People’s  Palace,  a  scene  occurred  in 
Houdini’s  act  which  was  of  such  a  pe¬ 
culiar  nature  that  it  reminded  one  of  a 
three-act  drama,  especially  the  termina¬ 
tion. 

Among  the  committee  who  came  on 
the  stage  in  answer  to  Houdini’s  invita¬ 
tion  was  a  young  man  about  22  years  of 
age.  He  excited  suspicion  by  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  asked  questions  of  the 
committee.  When  the  braid  trick  was 
about  to  be  shown,  this  young  man  at 
Houdini’s  invitation  asked  to  tie  both 
hands.  He  bothered  about  fully  six 
minutes,  made  speeches  to  the  audience 
until  Houdini  remarked  that  he  might  be 
a  “so-called  imitation  Handcuff  King.” 
The  young  man  stepped  forward  to  the 
footlights  and  said :  “Ladies  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  I  am  no  handcuff  King.  I  know 
nothing  at  all  about  handcuffs.  I  am  a 
hardworking  lad,  and  simply  came  up  to 
tie  Houdini  at  his  invitation.”  This 
speech  won  for  him  the  audience,  and 
Houdini  was  tied.  Houdini  entered  his 
cabinet,  *  *  *  pg  released  himself. 

When  again  the  young  man  addressed 
the  audience,  and  wanted  to  retie  Hou¬ 
dini. 

Upon  this  Houdini  stepped  to  the 
footlights,  and  said :  “Ladies  a.nd  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  I  can’t  understand  what  this 
young  man  wants,  and  I  would  like  to 
know  if  any  one  in  the  house  knows  who 
he  is.”  No  one  knew  the  young  man, 
and  it  looked  bad,  as  it  appeared  as  if  he 
were  a  confederate  of  Houdini.  All  of 
a  sudden  a  gentleman  stepped  from  the 
wings  and  said :  “I  know  him.  He  is  a 
Pollard  (a  plumber),  the  handcuff  man 
from  Bradford,  and  the  man  that  wrote 
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that  handcuff  exposure  in  the  Strand 

Magazine.” 

Houdini  stood  there  in  dumb  astonish¬ 
ment,  and  addressing  the  .audience  said ; 
“  *  ¥  ¥  'Phis  is  Pollard  of  Bradford. 
A  few  moments  ago  he  led  you  to  be¬ 
lieve  he  knew  nothing  about  cuffs,  and 
this  gentleman  recognizes  him  as  Pol¬ 
lard,  the  plumber  that  wrote  the  article 
for  the  ‘Strand.’  Now  to  show  you  how 
little  he  really  understands  of  Handcuffs, 
I  pledge  you  my  word  of  honor  to  pay 
i500  ($2,500)  to  the  poor  of  Halifax  if 
he  will  allow  me  to  handcuff  him,  and 
he  releases  himself.”  Then  turning  to 
the  wings,  Houdini  asked :  “Mr.  Mc- 
Xaughton  (manager  and  proprietor  of 
IMcX^aughton  Circuit  in  Great  Britain), 
will  you  stand  good  for  me?”  Upon 
this  i\Ir.  Frank  McXHughton  made  his 
appearance  and  said,  “Ladies  and  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  I  will  pay  any  amount  that  Hou¬ 
dini  sees  fit  to  forfeit.” 

This  elicited  loud  cheers  from  the  au¬ 
dience,  cries  of  “Bravo,”  “Hear,  Hear.” 
Pollard  objected,  saying  that  they  were 
foreign  cuff's,  and  he  could  only  get  out 
•  of  English  regulation  cuffs. 

Houdini  asked  for  a  pair  of  English 
regulation  cuffs,  directing  Mr.  ]Mc- 
McFiaughton  to  pay  Pollard  iioo 
($500)  if  he  released  himself  from  them. 

However,  the  “Exposer”  of  the  hand- 
•cuff  trick,  as  published  in  the  “Strand” 
(which  Evans  reproduces)  refused. 

Amid  the  jeering  of  the  audience,  he 
then  left,  and  as  Houdini  had  held  the 
stage  over  the  hour,  the  audience  was 
dismissed. 

Special  Note. — When  Mr.  Evans  in¬ 
formed  me  of  his  book  having  a  repro¬ 
duction  of  the  “Strand”  Magazine,  I 
made  special  effort  to  let  him  have  a 
copy  of  the  above  newspaper,  and  asked 
him  in  justice  to  myself  to  publish  same. 
But  it  failed  to  appear. 


IMr.  G.,  an  editor  of  a  Catalogue  which 
is  published  by  a  London  firm  under  the 
guise  of  a  magic  newspaper,  goes  into 
ecstacies  over  the  book;  but  in  this  he 
only  displays  his  gross  ignorance,  as  he 
praises  the  biggest  mistakes  in  the  entire 
matter.  He  states  that  the  historical 
matter  is  new  to  the  Americans.  In 
making  this  statement  he  wishes  to  im¬ 
press  the  reader  with  the  fact  that  he  is 
one  of  those  “I-knew-it-all-the-time”  fel¬ 
lows.  He  informs  the  gentle  reader  that 
this  is  “Mr.  Evans’  most  ambitious  at¬ 
tempt.”  Let  us  hope  that  Mr.  Evans 
will  make  a  more  successful  “ambitious 
attempt”  in  the  future.  A  man  in  his 
position  should  go  deeper  into  facts  than 
he  has  in  his  late  book.  This  same  Edi¬ 
tor  G.  does  not  give  credit  to  Dr.  Elli¬ 
son  for  the  prints  reproduced,  but  then 
what  can  you  expect  from  a  clerk  whose 
knowledge  of  Alagic  is  such  that,  as  a 
professional,  he  is  rated  a  rank  failure. 


( To  be  couhnued) 


MAX  ROSSNER 
Article  on  page  16 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

Under  this  column,  you  have  the  right 
to  make  any  complaint  against  any  one 
that  you  wish.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the 
means  of  bettering  certain  conditions 
that  exist  at  the  present  time.  We  will 
not  be  responsible  for  our  correspond¬ 
ents’  opinions. 


DAY'S  AGENCY 

Amndle  Street,  Strand,  London 

July  5,  1906 

My  dear  Houdini, 

If  you  remember  this  is  the  act  that 
you  took  the  trouble  to  write  me  about 
specially,  and  also  gave  a  letter  of  intro¬ 
duction  to  me. 

At  the  time  they  called  in  the  office 
I  was  very  busy  with  two  or  three  pro¬ 
prietors,  but  as  they  had  a  letter  from 
you,  I  immediately  saw  them,  asking  the 
gentlemen  with  whom  I  was  engaged  to 
excuse  me.  As  you  told  me  they  did  a 
first-class  act  I  did  not  think  anything 
further  from  them  was  necessary  as  I 
know  you  would  not  recommend  any¬ 
thing  to  me  that  you  did  not  think  would 
make  a  big  hit. 

I  asked  these  people  if  they  would  be 
prepared  to  give  a  private  show  in  the 
Beard  Room  to  one  of  the  large  man¬ 
agements  in  the  west  end  of  London 
such  as  the  Empire,  Palace,  or  the  Al¬ 
hambra.  They  said  they  would  only  be 
too  pleased  and  asked  me  to  arrange 
same  for  them. 

After  a  lot  of  trouble  and  spending  all 
the  afternoon  getting  hold  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  Directors  of  the  Empire,  I  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  arranging  for  the  Zancigs  to 
give  a  private  show  to  the  Directors  of 
the  Empire  the  following  morning.  This 
I  might  tell  you  caused  me  a  lot  of  work 
and  great  waste  of  time.  I  left  word  at 
the  hotel  where  these  artistes  were  stay¬ 
ing  for  them  to  ring  me  up  on  the  tele¬ 


phone,  and  also  left  a  note  for  them  that 
I  had  arranged  a  private  show  for  them 
the  next  morning  before  the  Board  of 
the  Empire  Theatre,  I.eicester  Square. 

Air.  Zancig  took  no  notice  of  my  com¬ 
munication  and  I  telephoned  to  the  hotel 
4  or  5  times  in  the  afternoon,  but  got 
no  response.  I  called  round  at  the  hotel 
the  next  morning  at  ten  o’clock  and  was 
informed  by  the  head  porter  (after  he 
had  made  investigations)  that  they  had 
gone  out  for  a  drive  about'  ten  o’clcnrk  in 
the  morning.  I  naturally  thought  they 
would  turn  up  at  the  Empire  at  eleven 
o’clock,  but  this  they  failed  to  do.  ’  I 
waited  till  twelve  o’clock.  I  saw  Adr. 
Dixon  (one  of  the  head  Directors),  who 
I  might  tell  you  was  very  much  annoyed 
at  being  made  a  fool  of  as  he  had  put 
off  another  engagement  at  my  express 
recommendation  after  explaining  to  him 
that  it  would  be  worth  his  while  not  to 
miss  it.  Having  been  treated  in  what  I 
call  a  most  ungentlemanly  and  discour¬ 
teous  way  by  Adr.  Zancig,  I  called  again 
at  his  hotel  in  the  afternoon  for  his  ex¬ 
planation. 

His  explanation  was  to  the  effect  that 
after  careful  consideration  he  did  not 
think  it  was  worth  his  while  to  give  a 
private  show  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
at  the  Empire  and  if  they  wanted  to  see 
his  act  and  what  he  did,  they  could  go 
to  his  hotel  and  see  it  in  •  the  dining 
room. 

Of  course  a  suggestion  like  this  to 
anyone  that  has  any  idea  of  the  way  that 
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music  halls  and  places  of  entertainment 
are  carried  on  in  England  would  con¬ 
clude  it  came  from  a  madman ! 

I  might  tell  you  that  I  left  them  in 
utter  disgust,  and  my  sincere  wish  is 
that  I  never  have  to  meet  people  like 
this  again ! 

Kindest  regards. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Harry  Day. 


Boston,  April  ii.  1906. 

Houdini. 

Sir:  You  are  advertised  as  if  you 
intended  to  expose  some  evil  in  astrolo¬ 
gy,  clairvoyance,  mediumship,  etc. 

You  may  be  clever  in  your  tricks,  but 
silly  to  meddle  with  forces  you  know 
little  or  nothing  about.  Your  education 
does  not  make  you  as  wise  as  a  French¬ 
man  in  the  occult. 

Fake  mediums,  are  not  any  worse  than 
a  mechanical  fake  magician.  I  have 
seen  you  perform  once,  but  what  good 
are  you  to  society? 

Mind  your  own  trade  and  keep  it 
clean.  '  A.  F.  Hill. 

13  Isabella  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Tivoli  Theatre,  Leeds,  Aug.  10.  1906. 

In  the  conjuring  line  things  are  very 
quiet,  July  and  August  being  an  off  sea¬ 
son.  This  week  on  the  same  bill  with 
myself  is  De  Biere  (the  man  Goldin 
hates  so),  his  show  mystifies  his  audi¬ 
ence,  he  is  not  doing  anything  strikingly 
new,  but  gets  lots  out  out  of  his  old 
stuff.  He  tells  me  he  has  something  new 
in  preparation,  but  when  I  ask  him  what 
it  is,  he  loses  his  speech  and  can’t  talk. 
He  is  so  mysterious  over  it  that  he  gags 
himself  when  he  goes  to  sleep  at  night, 
for  fear  he  will  talk  in  his  sleep. 


Le  Roy  Talma  and  Bosco  are  on  the 
Barresford  tour  also.  Mr.  Barresford 


evidently  likes  conjuring  shows,  as  he 
-has  four  mystery  shows  on  his  tour  at 
the  same  time,  and  all  following  each 
other  in.  One  week  they  present  Le  Roy 
Talma  and  Bosco,  and  the  following 
week  Prince  Kukoki,  then  Sidney  Lee, 
and  the  next  week  De  Biere.  Truly  this 
is  a  conjuring  feast,  and  the  audiences 
seem  to  enjoy,  as  the  first  named  go  as 
well  as  the  last,  all  go  equally  well. 


Horace  Goldin  has  arrived  with  his 
9,000  assistants  and  his  4,000  pieces  of 
baggage,  and  the  railroad  companies  are 
happy.  So  are  all  magical  apparatus 
manufacturers,  as  Goldin  is  buying  all  the 
tricks  in  the  world,  as  fast  as  they  are 
turned  out.  He  is  at  Blackpool  for  two 
weeks. 


Chung  Ling  Soo  is  on  the  continent, 
still  catching  bullets,  and  a  big  salary. 

Imro  Fox  is  back  in  London  after  a 
continental  tour.  It  is  rumored  that  Fox 
has  a  new  trick  and  two  new  jokes,  but 
this  rumor  cannot  be  corroborated.  I 
am  going  to  ask  Imro  when  I  see  him. 

Dr.  Walford  Bodie,  the  electrical  and 
hypnotic  expert,  is  not  having  such  a 
good  time  of  it  here.  It  seems  that  his 
assistants  do  not  like  the  way  he  treats 
them,  and  they  are  exposing  and  telling 
things  to  the  public.  That  hurts  the 
Doctor’s  feelings,  and  his  act  also.  Ver¬ 
ily  the  life  of  a  hypnotist  is  not  a  merry 
one. 


A  controversy  has  been  started  over 
here  by  two  conjurors  that  is  so  serious 
that  it  is  funny.  Spider-legged  Carlton 
claims  that  he  is  the  first  conjuror  that 
ever  performed  the  “Sliding  Dice  Box 
Trick,”  and  mentions  as  a  date  October 
20th,  1895.  And  Anthony  claims  that  it 
is  his  trick,  as  he  did  it  two  months  pre- 
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vioiis.  Ye  gods  and  little  fishes!  Con¬ 
jurers,  do  yon  hear  this?  This  man  was 
the  first  to  do  the  sliding  box  trick  on 
September  12th,  1895.  Isn’t  it  enough 
to  take  your  breath  away,  to  my  knowl¬ 
edge  (and  I  am  a  young  man)  the 
“sucker  dice  box”  was  done,  and  was  an 
old  trick,  when  I  was  a  boy.  Bosco 
(the  original)  advertises  it  in  1845, 
every  magician  for  the  past  100  years 
took  a  fall  out  of  the  “Dice  Box.”  Ima¬ 
gine  if  you  can,  the  immaculate  nerve  of 
these  two  men  seriously  quarrelling,  and 
saying,  “My  trick,”  “My  brains.”  Po¬ 
lice!  To  convince  myself  I  gazed  over 
some  ancient  Hebrew  Scrolls,  and  read 
where  Ham,  son  of  Noah,  cheated  his 
brothers  Shem  and  Japhet  with  the  same 
trick,  in  a  game  of  dice,  and  later  I  see 
that  Nero  performed  the  trick  in  an 
amateurish  way,  but  lost  his  apparatus 
in  the  big  fire.  Enough  of  this. 

Maskeline  and  Devant  put  on  a  new 
show  at  their  London  House  of  Mys¬ 
teries,  but  they  had  nothing  real  new 
that  we  haven’t  seen  before.  It  does 
seem  funny,  that  I  might  safely  say  all 
of  our  conjurors  who  spend  thousands 
in  building  and  inventing  new  tricks 
when  they  have  them  finished,  put  them 
to  one  side,  and  do  the  old  tricks,  I 
wonder  why  this  is?  I  would  like  to 
hear  a  good  argument  from  some  of  our 
conjurers,  why  and  wherefore,  there 
must  be  some  good  reason  for  it. 

Joe  Hayman. 

[  iOTTINGS  AND  JUMBLIN^  li 

.  ..>j 

Seeing  the  “Flamaturgists”  billed  to 
expose  the  act  which  has  caused  so 
much  excitement  this  past  season,  by  the 
Fays,  the  act  which  is  conceded  by  all 
as  being  the  invention  or  production  of 
Prof.  S.  S.  Baldwin,  but  which  John  T. 
Fay  disputes,  I  went  to  the  New  York 
Roof  Garden,  Wednesday,  August  ist, 


and  purchasing  my  ticket,  so  that  I  would 
be  entitled  to  my  opinion,  which  I  might 
not  have  had  if  they  had  “passed”  me  in 
free,  I  waited  anxiously  to  see  the  Ex¬ 
pose  take  place.  I  wanted  to  note  how 
it  feels  to  have  something  exposed,  and 
not  concern  my  name  or  game. 

The  act  was  presented  by  H.  H.  Gran- 
net,  the  erstwhile  whistler  C.  Herbert  and 
the  medium  was  represented  by  the  little 
lady  with  black  piercing  eyes,  a  pleasant, 
petite  stage  presence,  named  “Shadow.” 
The  greatest  astonishment  and  surprise 
of  the  evening  was,  when  the  lecturer, 
in  his  opening  remarks,  made  a  state¬ 
ment  that  he  spoke  with  the  authority 
of  the  “Inventor  of  the  Performance, 
Prof.  Baldwin.”  After  that  speech  I  sat 
back  and  watched  the  whole  show  with¬ 
out  being  further  interested  or  mysti¬ 
fied. 

The  expose  consisted  of  the  pads  be¬ 
ing  developed  in  full  view  of  the  audi¬ 
ence,  on  which  the  questions  had  been 
written,  showing  how  the  Medium  ob¬ 
tained  them,  showing  that  the  innocent 
looking  leader  was  one  of  the  assistants, 
he  taking  small  notes  which  in  turn 
he  passed  through  “under  the  stage 
door”  to  another  assistant,  who  passed 
the  information  through  the  stage  and 
hollow  chair  with  a  rattan  to  “Shadow.” 
They  also  exposed  the  fact  that  they 
used  a  speaking  tube  connection  from 
beneath  the  stage  to  give  “Shadow” 
additional  information.  Owing  to  this 
position  I  at  the  present  moment  occupy 
in  the  world  of  mystery,  by  that  I  mean 
being  a  public  performer,  it  is  best  for 
me  to  withhold  my  opinion,  and  simply 
publish  facts,  but  I  do  not  believe  that 
this  expose  has  done  much  to  hurt  the 
performance. 

“Why,”  people  near  me  remarked,  af¬ 
ter  the  whole  thing  had  been  presented, 
“isn’t  it  great !  How  did  she  ever  know 
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the  questions?” 

In  fact,  the  next  week  I  went  to  see 
“The  Fays”  at  Hammerstein’s  Roof 
Garden,  and  the  audience  seemed  to  be¬ 
lieve  things  just  as  represented.  I  spoke 
to  Prof.  Baldwin  and  he  stated  that  he 
did  not  expose  the  act,  but  simply  told 
the  boys  that  he  had  no  objection  what¬ 
soever  to  the  act  being  shown  up,  and 
he  only  allowed  them  to  use  his  assistant 
because  they  seemed  to  have  no  proper 
medium. 

Baldwin  did  not  speak  as  if  he  had  a 
grudge  against  “The  Fays,”  and  seemed 
to  think  very  lightly  of  the  expose. 

T  met  John  T.  Fay  and  from  his  man¬ 
ner  he  did  not  seem  to  take  much  inter¬ 
est  in  the  expose ;  in  fact,  he  claims  that 
it  has  helped  him,  and  Hammerstein 
personally  informed  me  that  the  act  held 
the  record  on  the  roof.  The  dispute 
seems  to  arise  as  to  who  is  the  inventor 
of  the  act.  I  cannot  get  any  authentic 
facts  of  any  one  doing  it  before  Bald¬ 
win,  and  he  has  been  all  over  the  world 
with  it.  I  have  programmes  dated  i88i, 
25  years  ago,  and  have  some  old  time 
lithos  of  Baldwin’s,  but  if  any  reader 
can  furnish  light  on  the  subject,  the 
columns  of  the  Conjurers’  Magazine  is 
open  to  all.  I  have  asked  both  parties 
interested  for  their  opinions  and  trust 
that  they  will  find  time  to  enlighten  us 
on  the  subject. 

*  *  * 

Prof.  Andre  and  his  wife  are  in 
America..  They  also  have  been  doing 
the  act  a  number  of  years,  and  Mrs. 
Andre  makes  a  specialty  of  remembering 
all  her  questions  without  being  covered 
with  a  sheet  or  without  being  blindfold¬ 
ed.  They  have  played  a  few  dates  in 
this  country,  and  I  think  they  played  a 
few  months  in  Bermuda  or  Java,  but  did 
not  collect  much  of  the  coin  of  the  realm. 

While  on  the  subject  of  second  sight 


artists,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that 
the  once  well  known  to  fame,  “The 
Steens,”  have  separated,  and  Mr.  Steen 
travels  under  the  name  of  “The  Mahat¬ 
ma”  or  “lodo  Laughs  in  1000  IMinutes.” 
He  is  working  turns  in  England,  not 
drawing  by  any  means  the  large  salary 
he  once  commanded,  and  Mrs.  Steen 
made  her  appearance  in  New  York  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  “Sahare” ;  but  from  re¬ 
ports  she  did  not  create  a  sensation. 
The  act  was  presented  by  Wilkenson, 
who  traveled  for  years  with  “The 
vSteens.” 

When  touring  through  England  “The 
Steens”  had  as  a  manager  Frank  Rog¬ 
er's,  who  piloted  them  to  a  lot  of  money. 
He  also  was  manager  for  T.  Kennedy,  the 
Mesmerist,  and  in  1889  he  woke  up  old 
staid  London  by  the  amount  of  billing  he 
used  for  a  one  man  show.  He  had  hired 
the  Aquarium  in  London,  and  had  spent 
over  $3,000  in  billing  the  town. 

They  opened  Saturday  night,  two  days 
before  Easter  Monday,  and  played  to 
in. 10  (about  $57.50).  Kennedy  cried 
for  shame  to  think  that  was  all  he  drew, 
but  as  time  went  by  business  improved, 
and  it  was  a  common  thing  for  him  to 
plav  to  £200  ($1,000)  on  each  show  and 
give  '  two  performances  a  day.  This 
Kogers  was  for  the  last  six  years  the 
advertising  manager  of  the  London  Hip¬ 
podrome,  and  is  the  only  man  I  ever 
met  that  worked  over  time  and  did  it  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  firm  would  mot 
find  it  out.  I  hear  he  is  in  America  and 


connected  with  the  Hippodrome  in  New 
York  in  the  advertising  department. 


Edna  and  Wood,  who  have  been  trav¬ 
eling  in  South  America  for  a  great  manw 
years,  are  back  in  America,  and  both 
will  take  much  needed  vacations  lasting 
about  a  year. 
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Dr.  S.  Ellison  has  been  on  his  annual 
visit  to  the  Barnum  &  Bailey  Circus. 


The  lady  that  “did”  some  spirit  pictures 
for  Mr.  Luther  Marsh  and  others. 


Leon  Hermann  has  returned  to  Am¬ 
erica,  bringing  along  a  brother  of  his, 
also  a  young  cousin.  This  brother  looks 
more  like  Alexander  Hermann  than 
Leon,  but  only  because  he  is  as  tall  as 
Alexander  w^as.  The  brother  is  no  dis¬ 
ciple  of  Magic,  but  the  cousin  has  been 
brought  over  to  eventually  become  Her¬ 
mann  the  Fourth. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Golden  Mortimer 
have  been  out  of  town  all  summer  on 
their  annual  vacation.  They  returned  a 
short  time  ago,  and  I  hardly  knew  the 
Doctor,  he  was  walking  so  fast  that  it 
was  all  I  could  do  to  keep  in  step  with 
him.  Must  find  out  where  this  healthy 
resort  is,  so  when  I  get  the  “Spring 
fever”  will  hie  myself  away  to  this  place. 

Dr.  Mortimer  is  gathering  material 
regarding  Robert  Heller,  which  I  think 
he  intends  publishing  some  day.  What’s 
the  matter  with  the  Conjurers’  Maga¬ 
zine,  for  then  you  can  make  use  of  the 
old  Heller  programmes  in  the  Editor’s 
collection.  Think  it  over.  Doctor. 
Would  like  to  hear  from  you  on  this 
subject. 


In  December,  1901,  all  England’s  news¬ 
papers  were  full  of  a  certain  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jackson,  who  were  arrested  on  cer¬ 
tain  sensational  charges  for  having 
started  a  society  “Theocratic  Union,” 
and  in  which  it  appeared  at  the  trial  that 
any  little  girl  might  belong,  providing 
she  underwent  certain  (?)  oaths  and 
ceremonies. 


The  affair  did  not  interest  me  at  all 
until  I  discovered  one  day  that  Mrs. 
I. aura  Jackson  was  none  other  than  our 
old  friend  Anna  Odelia  Diss  De  Bar. 


Five  minutes  sufficed  for  the  jury  to 
decide  on  their  verdict,  and  they  found 
both  prisoners  guilty. 

Hon.  Justice  Bigham  in  addressing" 
prisoners  said,  first  turning  to  Theo : 
“Theo  Jackson,  in  my  opinion  this  ver¬ 
dict  is  absolutely  justified  on  the  evi¬ 
dence.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  more 
revolting  or  more  abominable  conduct 
than  that  of  which  you  have  been  found 
guilty  under  the  guise  of  religion  to¬ 
wards  this  unfortunate  child,  and  I 
should  not  be  doing  my  duty  unless  I 
sentenced  you  to  a  long  term  of  penal 
servitude.  You  will  go  where  I  hope 
you  will  no  longer  be  able  to  practice 
your  filthy  acts.  You  will  go  to  penal 
servitude  for  fifteen  years,”  Turning  tO' 
Miss  Diss  De  Bar  in  the  same  tenor  of 
speech  he  sentenced  her  to  serve  seven 
years  penal  servitude.  Swami  bowed 
grandiloquently  as  she  left  the  dock,  and 
I’ll  wager  she  bowed  when  she  was  re¬ 
leased  from  Aylesbury  Prison  August  2 
this  year. 

A  full  account  of  all  her  exploits  is 
chronicled  in  Famous  Crimes,  Vol.  8, 
Numbers  105  and  106.  She  is  shown  in 
all  stages  of  her  career,  even  when  she 
appeared  in  tights  in  a  burlesque  show. 

Dr.  Walford  Bodie  has  won  a  lawsuit 
in  Leeds  against  a  certain  “local  Lady’^ 
as  he  advertises  for  slandering  him.  The 
learned  Judge  sums  up  in  Dr.  Bodie’s 
favor,  and  he  is  awarded  a  farthing  da¬ 
mages 

Max  Berol  was  an  unexpected  guest  at 
the  S.  A.  M.  Saturday,  having  just  ar¬ 
rived  from  Europe.  He  opens  with  the 
Orpheum  Road  show  on  or  about  Sep¬ 
tember  17th,  possibly  at  the  Colonial 
Theatre,  New  York  City. 
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HANDCUFF 

SECRETS 

EXPOSED 


[Copyrighted]  ; 

The  following  material  was  first  in¬ 
tended  for  a  book  and  was  written  by 
the  author,  during  his  Tour  in  Great 
Britain-  in  .response  to  the  thousands  of 
letters  received  requesting  light  on  the 
easy  methods  adopted  by  his  numerous 
imitators.  But  not  having  had  the  re¬ 
quired  time,  the  book  was  not  published, 
but  as  it  seems  a  fitting  place  in  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  ]\Iagazine,  it  will  appear  in 
Monthly  instalments.  In  reading  the  va¬ 
rious  instalments,  please  bear  in  mind 
that  it  was  written  to  appear  in  book 
form. 

The  Author. 


PREFACE. 

In  Publishing  this  book,  revealing  as 
it  does,  clearly  and  concisely,  the  various 
tricks  performed,  and  artifices  used,  by 
many  of  the  so-called  Manacle  INIon- 
archs,  Handcufi'  Kings  and  Jail  Breakers, 
I  do  so  without  intent  to  offend  those 
performers  who  work  on  thoroughly  le¬ 
gitimate  lines.  Doubtless,  however, 
those  performers  who  issue  lying  chal¬ 
lenges  as  Jail  Breakers,  and' Hand  Cuff 
Kings,  those  who  feebly  endeavor  to  imi¬ 
tate,  those  who  make  fictitious  statements 
and  offers  of  large  sums  of  money  to  any 
one  who  can  produce  police  regulation 
handcuffs  from  any  part  of  the  universe 
from  which  thev  cannot  release  them- 


( selves,  those  who  evade  the  critical  tests 
(  which  might  crop  up  in  such  challenges) 
by  fraud  and  colossal  lying,  those  are  the 
individuals  who  may  have  something  to 
say  against  the  divulging  of  their  vari¬ 
ous  methods  of  hoodwinking  a  credulous 
public,  nevertheless,  in  the  following 
pages,  startling  revelations  of  the  ‘'mo¬ 
dus  opcrandi”  of  such  performers  are  to 
be  found. 

You  will  doubtless  have  seen  an¬ 
nouncement  of  some  so-called  Hand-cuff 
king  who  issues  such  a  challenge  as  men¬ 
tioned,  couched  in  sensational  phraseolo- 
gy  and  perhaps  you  have  paused  and 
wondered  that  “such  things  could  be  and 
you  would  have  wished  to  test  him,  skep¬ 
tical  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  chal¬ 
lenge,  but  you  refrained  from  doing  so. 
Had  you  however  done  so  and  sought 
permission  to  step  on  the  stage  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  to  apply  your 
tests,  it  would  be  very  probable  you 
would  not  have  been  allowed  to  appear 
before  the  audience,  unless  you  had  the 
common  ordinary  handcuff  alone,  and 
not  special  irons,  the  manipulation  of 
which  might  baffle  him,  and  if  you 
persisted  in  your  desire  to  test  him, 
vou  would  in  all  probability  be  escorted 
off  with  the  accompaniment  of  verv  for¬ 
cible  language,  and  you  would  find  your¬ 
self  promptly  ejected  through  the  nearest 
exit  by  some  one  of  more  physical 
prowess  than  yourself  amid  derision 
and  taunts,  as  such  a  type  of  performer 
out  exposure,  but  as  the  original  hand- 
hesitates  at  nothing  to  gain  his  ends 
and  only  permits  on  his  stage  those 
with  the  common  ordinary  manacles,  and 
Confederates  who  have  already  been 
“planted”  amongst  the  audience  and  sup¬ 
plied  with  handcuffs  and  other  irons  by 
the  performer  and  his  assistants. 

Confederates?  Impossible  that  such 
could  be  the  case — that  the  performance 
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could  be  repeated  night  after  night,  with 
a  change  of  Committee  each  time  with- 
cuff  King  of  world  wide  experience,  I 
think  I  may  be  accepted  as  an  authority 
and  I  know  for  an  absolute  fact  that  it 
is  so,  having  met  such  adventurous, 
would-be  imitators  in  various  parts  of 
the  world. 

In  speaking  of  Confederates  it  is  quite 
admissible  to  have  a  few  pair  of  hand- 
cut¥s  given  to  some  persons  in  your  au¬ 
dience  beforehand,  as  it  is  quite  possible 
that  no  one  might  have  brought  any,  and 
if  there  were  no  cufifs  present  you  could 
not  perform,  unless  you  introduced  some 
of  your  own  on  the  stag'’,  which  would 
weaken  the  performance  considerably, 
and  it  is  always  well  to  be  ready  for 
such  contingency ;  but,  this  act  does  not 
prevent  others  of  your  audience  acting 
on  Committee — and  my  remarks  rela¬ 
tive  to  Confederates  are,  where  none  are 
allowed  on  stage,  except  Confederates — 
herein  chiefly  lies  the  imposition. 

To  my  present  knowledge  no  reliable 
work  has  been  written,  exclusively  deal¬ 
ing  with  this  subject,  but  I  have  come 
across  some  flimsey  leaflets,  here  and 
there,  which  aim  at  explaining  some  me¬ 
thods  adopted,  but  the  attempts  at  re¬ 
vealing  the  secrets  are  s<^  vague,  vapid 
and  unfinished  that  no  one  could  grasp 
at  the  writer’s  meaning,  not  even  those 
who  have  already  been  initiated  in  some 
of  the  mysteries  of  the  subject  under  con¬ 
sideration.  This  book  is  purposely 
written  for  the  benefit  of  professionals, 
Amateur  Magicians  and  those  desirous 
of  becoming  adepts  in  entertaining  and 
mystifying  their  friends,  etc,,  with  escapes 
and  tricks  with  handcuffs  jand  other 
fetters.  I  also  explain  a  way  in  a  lucid 
manner  to  present  some  startling,  novel 
illusions  and  deceptions  hitherto  un¬ 
published,  such  as. 


The  Great  Prison  Cell  Mystery 
The  Gruesome  Coffin  Imposture 
The  Nailed-up  Box  and  Escape 
The  Strait- jacket 
Ix>ck-picking  and  Files  for  same 
American  and  Continental  Handcuffs, 
etc. 

I  shall  not  delve  into  the  very  deep  in¬ 
tricacies  of  some  of  the  great  modern 
feats  of  handcuffs  manipulation  and  jail¬ 
breaking,  as  accomplished  by  myself  but 
shall  explain  a  way  in  a  simple  fashion 
how  my  performances  have  been  imitated 
and  plagiarized  by  those  self-styled 
world’s  greatest  Manacles  Kings,  Hand¬ 
cuff*  Monarchs,  Jailbreakers  and  dealers 
in  material  for  the  craft,  so  that  you  at 
least  will  find  a  storehouse  of  informa¬ 
tion  in  these  pages  to  enable  you  with  a 
little  practise  and  patience  to  give  a  very 
creditable  and  mystifying  performance. 
Some  of  the  secrets  revealed  in  this  book 
have  been  sold  in  England  by  a  certain 
class  of  ‘Capacious  parasite’  for  any 
amount  he  could  get  from  £5  to  2.6. 

The  numerous  illustrations  interspersed 
through  these  pages,  taken  in  most  in¬ 
stances  from  photographs,  enhance  its 
usefulness  and  value,  as  they  enable  the 
reader  at  once  to  follow  with  quick  per¬ 
ception  the  detailed  explanations  given. 

Trusting  I  will  have  been  the  means  of 
enlightening  and  entertaining  all  while  I 
offend  none, 

Harry  Houdini. 

The  original  Handcuff  King. 
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In  writing  this  book  on  handcuff 
tricks  and  allied  mysteries,  I  simply  do 
so  as  a  great  many  people  imagine  you 
must  have  exceptionally  rare  talent  to 
become  a  handcuff  king,  but  such  is  not 
the  case.  The  primary  lesson  is,  to  learn 
to  use  both  hands  with  equal  facility  as 
— if  I  may  use  an  expression — one  hand 
washes  the  other,  but  in  this  case  one 
hand  releases  or  unlocks  the  other.  The 
method  adopted  by  me  to  acquire  this  end 
was,  when  at  table  I  practised  to  use 
the  left  hand  persistently  until  I  could 
use  it  almost  as  easily  as  the  right.  • 

In  addressing  your  audience  do  not 
become  bombastic  or  overbearing  in 
demeanor  but  speak  as  you  would  to 
critical  friends,  thereby  gaining  their 
confidence  and  sympathy  and  no  matter 
what  may  worry  or  trouble  you,  never 
let  your  audience  detect  any  irritability 
or  ill  temper,  but  always  display  a  bright 
and  pleasing  manner.  Nothing  is  more 
offensive  to  an  audience  than  a  per¬ 
former  to  appear  surly  and  bad  tem¬ 
pered.  He  is  to  please  the  public  and  to 
do  so  he  must  be  on  the  best  of  terms 
with  himself  and  I  may  add — the  best 
of  humour. 

You  will  notice  that  some  of  these 
tricks  are  verv  simple — but  remember  it 
is  not  the  trick  that  is  to  be  considered, 
but  the  style  and  manner  in  which  it  is 
presented. 

I  do  not  deliberately  say  that  the  for- 
lowing  methods  given  are  precisely  the 


same  as  I  have  used  on  opening  the 
handcuffs  or  in  performing  the  various 
other  sundry  acts,  but  I  speak  with  ab¬ 
solute  confidence  when  I  assert  these 
are  the  methods  that  can  be,  and  have 
been,  used  to  imitate  my  performances 
without  much  outlay,  and  with  little 
practice. 

I  wish  to  instruct,  rending  aside  the 
veil  of  mystery  surrounding  many  tricks 
which  constitute  the  stock  in  trade  of 
certain  performers — many  of  mushroom 
growth — and  in  doing  so  I  do  not  wish 
to  harm  any  person,  as  I  claim  to  have 
the  honour  of  having  placed  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  an  act  or  performance  by  which 
many  an  individual  is  now  making  a 
livelihood,  whilst  I  am  about  to  retire. 

It  mav  come  as  a  surprise  to  many  to 
know  that  in  the  British  Isles  the  variety 
of  make  of  handcuffs  i^  very  limited — 
7  or  8'  at  the  utmost.  In  America,  how¬ 
ever,  the  number  reaches  about  175  (or 
more),  while  on  the  Continent  padlocks 
are  added  to  the  ordinary  list  of  man¬ 
acles.  So  one  would  need  be  an  ex¬ 
pert  of  ‘“picklocks”  to  get  along  out¬ 
side  the  United  Kingdom.  For  the 
present  let  us  confine,  ourselves  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  British  types  of  handcuffs. 

Having  practised  sufficiently  to  make 
both  hands  of  equal  use,  the  novice 
should  commence  by  performing  tricks 
requiring  little  or  no  practice,  and  so 
I  shall  explain  the  easiest  methods  of 
getting  out  of  the  handcuffs  or  mana¬ 
cles  with  which  you  desire  to  perform 

The  methods  described  are  those 
chiefly  used  by  the  so-called  World’s 
Greatest  Handcuff  Kings,  and  are  so 
easy  of  duplication  that  I  wonder  why 
many  more  of  these  “kings”  are  not  in 
evidence. 

The  easiest  cuff  to  work  with  is  the 

ENGLISH  REGrL.\TION 

as  illustrated  in  E, 
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Having-  provided  youself  with  a  set  of 
these  manacles  yon  get  duplicate  keys 
for  same.  A\ith  one  solitary  exception, 
all  these  cuffs  have  spring  locks  and  are 

~  ^  ;  i 

■ 


V 


The  Common  English  Regulation,  Fig.  E  1. 
manipulated  by  screwing  the  key  in  to 
open,  but  they  close  on  pressure  with  a 
snap.  The  exception  is  what  is  styled 
“Plugs  [Fig.  E.]  to  which  I  shall 
allude  later  on. 

For  performance.  You  must  adopt 
the  best  method  suitable 'to  you  for  con¬ 
cealing  your  duplicate  key.  Either  in 
some  get-at-able  pocket  or  in  shoe, 
drapery  of  cabinet,  etc.,  etc.  You  may 
have  difficulty  in  getting  handcuffs  from 
your  audience  so  you  must  prepare  for 
this  emergency  by  having  some  of  your 
own  secretly  beforehand  “pH^tted”  by 
your  assistant  with  some  confederates 
in  audience. 

As  each  comes  on  you  examine  the 
irons  and  satisfy  yourself  they  are  of 
the  regidation  pattern,  as  it  is  with  reg¬ 


ulation  handcuff's  alone  you  guarantee 
to  free  yourself. 


“  Plug  8  “  Fig.  E-2. 

Having  examined  the  cuff's,  you  allow 
your  committee  to  lock  them  on  you, 
all  present  being  satisfied  you  are  se¬ 
curely  locked.  You  enter  your  cabinet 
and  obtaining  possession  of  your  dupli¬ 
cate  key  you  simply  unlock  cuff'  and 
again  conceal*key.  There  are,  however, 
some  cuff's  larger  than  others,  and  in 
tins  case  you  slip  one  hand  from  cuff' ; 
then  it  is  easy  to  procure  your  key  and 
open  both. 

The  Irish  8,  similar  in  appearance  to 
Plug  8,  but  has  no  screw  or  plug.  It 
locks  with  a  snap  on  the  same  principle 
as  the  ordinary  English  Regulation.  It 
is  used  by  the  Royal  Irish  Constabulary. 
This  cuff  is  opened  in  a  different  man¬ 
ner  to  the  English  Regulation  cuff',  as 
you  would  find  it  difficult  to  get  key  in 
with  fingers  unless  you  had  a  very  slen¬ 
der  wrist  to  enable  you  to  stretch  out 
one  hand  as  far  as  possible,  thereby 
bringing  cuff  further  up  arm,  so  that 
fingers  of  the  other  hand  which  hold 
key  would  come  close  to  keyhole.  Should 
you  be  unable  to  do  this  you  unlock  by 
placing  key  in  your  mouth,  and  it  is  ad- 
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visable  to  have  handle  of  key  covered 
with  rubber  to  prevent  injury  to  your 
teeth. 

The  best  way  to  have  cuff  locked  is 
with  the  keyhole  upwards.  I  do  not 
detail  all  the  methods  adopted,  but  sim¬ 
ply  the  principal  ones.  As  you  advance, 
your  own  ingenuity  will  come  to  your 
assistance. 


False  Finger  with  key  concealed 

It  vvas  a  master  brain,  of  whom  T 
have  no  record,  that  invented  the  hol¬ 
low  false  finger  to  produce  or  vanish  a 
silk  handkerchief.  With  the  aid  of-  a 
false  finger  you  can  present  a  most 
pleasing  handcuff  trick,  and  still  easy  as 
it  is  of  execution,  the  better  you  will 
think  of  it.  You  can  allow  your  wrists 
to  be  handcuff'ed  with  the  cuffs :  your 
sleeves  are  turned  up ;  your  hands  are 
now  placed  into  a  small  bag.  and  in  full 
view  of  the  audience  you  escape  from 
the  handcuff's,  and  bring  out  the  cuffs 
from  the  bag.  opened. 

As  per  illustration,  you  will  note  the 
false  finger,  which  is  made  of  metal,  eas¬ 
ily,  purchased  from  any  reliable  dealer  in 
magical  apparatus :  you  have  concealed 
your  second  key  of  cuff ;  all  that  is  re¬ 
quired  of  you  is  to  allow  yourself  to  be 
handcuffed,  with  your  cuff' ;  beforehand 
you  place  the  false  finger  in  position,  and 
under  cover  of  the  friendly  bag  you  ob¬ 
tain  the  key  and  unlock  the  handcuffs. 

I  once  knew  a  certain  amateur  who 
had  a  novel  method  of  concealing  his 


‘  handcuff"  opener,"'  and  could  be 
searched. 


First  he  would  take  his  friend  into 
his  room,  and  ask  him  to  turn  his  back 
until  he  had  stripped  nude  ‘‘a  la  Hou- 
dini."  While  this  friend's  back  was 
turned.  !Mr.  Amateur  had  his  “gag'’ 
made  with  a  small  pin  soldered  on  in 
a  hook  shape,  and  this  he  would  slyly 
insert  on  his  “audience's  coat"  where  it 
v/ould  hang  “concealed.” 


“  Split  Key”  for  English  Cuffs 


Now  being  ready  he  would  ask  his 
“audience  to  run  about'’  and  search 
him.  This  was  done,  nothing  could  be 
found,  the"  amateur  was  handcuff'ed.  and 
the  “audience"  would  again  tuni  around 
so  that  he  could  not  see  “how  it  was 
done :"  this  naturally  brought  the  ‘'gag'’ 
back  again  to  the  amateur,  who  would 
use  the  instrument  that  he  had  hung  on 
his  unsuspecting  victim. 

He  tried  the  game  with  me  one  day, 
but  alas  and  alack,  when  trying  to  pin 
the  key  on  my  coat  tails,  on  his  inform¬ 
ing  me  to  “turn  about.”  I  “turned”  with 
such  speed  that  IMr.  Key  flew  off  its 
“hanging  on  place'"'  and  fell  ignomini- 
ously  on  the  floor  with  a  “dull,  sickening 


thud,”  as  the  novelists  sa}’. 


{To  he  continued) 
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WANTED 

Information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
speak  with  authority  of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Magazine  to  give  credit  to  whom 
credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  alw’ays  solicited.  Whenever  sending 
photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
compile  a  Magicians^  Encyclopedia* 

Address:  Conjurers*  Monthly  Magazine 

278  W.  113tH  St.,  New  Yo<rK 

MOTE:  Jtny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns 


WANTED 


Am  looking  for  Artists  to  open  November  of  December,  for  one  3’ear’s  contract,  for  a  tour  through  India 
and  East  India. 

A.cts  must  be  New  for  tKe  Countries  Visited 

Can  use  Magicians  that  will  be  able  to  do  Comedy  Clown  Magic,  Illusions  or  any  sensational  m\'stery 
that  can  be  done  in  ring.  Salar3'  no  object.  Write  in  for  an3?  act  or  feature  that  3'ou  think  will  make 'good. 
Prompt  replies  to  all  questions.  All  traveling  expenses  paid  to  destination. 

Send  photos,  lithos  and  particulars  to 

KRISTNA  BYSACK 

Proprietor  of  Jlbells  Great  Eastern  Circus 
Permanent  Address:  JOHM  HJiGEJ^BBCK,  COLOMBO,  CETLOM 

NOTE;  For  further  information  write  to  the  representative  of  Mr.  Hagenbeck: 

BRUNO  VVEREICH,  Bisinarkstrasse  58-1  Hamburg  19  Germany. 


IT’S  NO  TRICK  TO  MAKE  MONEY 

— .simply  a  case  of  getting  in  the  thing  at  the 

right  lime,  and  being  protected  against  loss. 

Send  your  address,  with  stamp,  and  let  me  tell  you 
how  hundreds  of  shrewd  small  investors  are  making 
monej',  and  paving  the  way  to  future  independence. 
If  you  can  make  money  for  them  why  can't  we  do  it 
lot  you  f  Address 

JAME5  D.  ROUGH. 

8.1  Mt.  Pleasant  A.ve.,  Roxbury.  Mass. 


OttaKer  FiscHer 

Official  Representative  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine] 

* 

_  ^  0 _ 

Permanent  Address, 

74  Htimbolt  Platz  Q,  'Vienna,  Austria 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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THeodore  Hardeen 


The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail  I 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini).  j 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers’  Magazine^  and  to  whom  all  business  I 

communications  can  be  addressed.  : 

En  Route  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jinger  Sr  Bauer.  SO  Rupert  J't.,  London,  IV. 

^  ^ 


NOW  READY 


Special  l^ist  of  Entirely  New  BooKs 
on  Conjuring  and  Kindred 
Subjects 

Also  List  Xo.  41  of  350  decided  bar¬ 
gains  in  Mdgical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c, 

A.  ROTERBERG 

17G  Ontario  St.«  CHICA.GOf  ILL* 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelt3'^  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

48  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  :  :  ;  Miss  Pauline  Cook 


1 9/  Illustrated 

'  'lagic  Catalogue 

NO  FR.EE  COPIES 

Appchdi.x’s  Nos’  I  and  2,  5  cents.  W'e  Iteep  eveiv  Magic 
Book  or  Paper  for  Sale 

vr.  D.  Lerc^y,  1 03  court  St.,  Boston, -Wass 


HIS  is  the  onlv  space  not  sold  for  first  issue. 
Are  %-ou  reading  this?  Well,  so  will  others. 
If  3’ou  advertise  with  us  this  space  would  cost  $1.00 
for  one  insertion. 


t62J  Broadway,  (Dept.  4,)  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


Xew  Catalogue  Lists  and  Bargain  Sheets  for  Stamp. 


.Afny  trouble  with  your  Scalp  or  Hair? 

I  have  had  success  in  man3'  cases  pronounced  incurable.  M3"  references.  President  Roosevelt,  firs. 
McKinley,  U.  S.  Senator  Clark,  fir.  and  firs  Henry  Siegel,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Aetv  York  Herald,  A’etr  I'orA:  World,  Xew  York  Journal,  anrl  Medical  Journals  actualh^  endorsed 
Prof.  S:'.i)lldra5  biiirt  id  .iDtt  succassful  Hiir  an  1  Scalp  Specialist  in  this  coautry!  The  original  editorial 
can  be  seen  at  mv'  office. 

Professor  flaurice  Scholder,  D.  G. 

Graduate  of  Vienna 

146  West  23rd  Street,  Room  2.  Opposite  Proctor’s  Theatre 

Hours  from  9:30  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m. 
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B.  F.  KEITH’S 


Theatres  and  Vaudeville  Booking'  Circuit 


The  most  advantage¬ 
ous  opportunities 
offered  in  this  office  to 
Vaudeville  Artists  who 
are  desirous  of  engage¬ 
ments  covering  an  en¬ 
tire  season’s  work. 


^  Consecutive 
M  Weeks 
^  Guaranteed 
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Our  List  of  houses 
reaches  from  Portland, 
Maine,  to  Los  Angeles, 
California. 
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Routes  arranged  by 
skilled  experts,  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  smallest  of 
jumps  with  a  minimum 
of  expense  in  railroad 
fares.  A  distinct  ad¬ 
vantage,  gained  only 
in  this  office. 


Book  with  this 
Office  and  fill 
All  your  time 


Good  Acts  always  in 
demand  and  no  trouble 
to  Book  them  forty- 
five  weeks. 


KEITH'S  THEATRE,  PHILADELPHIA 

Performers  will  do  well  to  write 

Booking;  Offices,  »St.  J  ames  Bldg. 

S.  /C.  HODGDON,  Booking  Manager 

825  to  828  St.  James  Building,  ^^ew  York  City 
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Spiritualistic  Effects 
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Hocus  Focus 


S 

w 

34 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


TKe  vStadium 


GLANTZ  &  MAY,  Proprietors 

NEW  YORK 


S.  E.  Cor.  43d  Street,  Opposite 
The  New  York  Hippodrome 

THE  RENDEZVOUS  FOR  ALL  FOREIGN  ARTISTS 


7^4  SIXTH  AVENUE 


Harry  Day 

THE.  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  g-ive  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  M3’stery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arundle  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


Manhattan  Detective  Agency,  Inc. 

ST.  JAMES  BUILDING 
Broadway  and  20tK  Street,  New  YorK 

Thirty-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines 
of  detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  in 
criminal  and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  ^Mercantile  Houses,  Factories, 
Corporations,  Eawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 

MANHATTAN  DETECTIVE  AGENCY,  ST,  JAMES  ELDG.,  26th  ST.  &  BROAD-^AY,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  510  Madison  Square 


WANTED; 


Information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or'American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  L^p  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
speak  with  authority  of  exact  date.s,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthlv  Magazine  to  give  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  alwavs  solicited.  Yvhenever 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  ’  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
compile  a  Magicians^  Encyclopedia. 

Address:  Corij\irers*  MontHly  Magazine  \ 

_  278  "W .  113th  St.,  New  YorK  j 

NOTE:  Jtny  ons  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns 
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QYlorrie;on'0  Catfonng  (^tr^ 


We  are  not  much  at  black  art,  but  we  have  a  faculty  of  being 
able  to  turn  cloth  and  thread  into  the  swaggerest  of  tailored-to- 
measure  clothes.  Other  tailors  are  wondering  how  we  can  give 
the  value  we  do  in  our  suits  to  order  at  $18. 

No  tricks  either.  All  fabrics  plainly  price-marked  and  you 
don’t  take  the  clothes  until  they  are  entirely  satisfactory  to  you. 
Samples  and  style  book  upon  request. 


106-108  Fulton St«*  N.y. 


ERNST  BASCH 


Factory  for  ONLY  the  largest  apparatus  used  in  Magic,  Illusions  and 

Mystery  shows  for  large  exhibitions 

In  my  factory  I  have  one  floor  devoted  entirely  for  an  auditorium,  in  -which  I  have 
a  large  stage  where  all  the  late.st  illusions  are  read}^  for  exhibition,  and  j’ou  are  under  no 
obligations  whatsoever  to  purchase  a  pfenning’s  worth,  but  will  pleasantly  exhibit  an}^  Il¬ 
lusion,  Mystery  or  apparatus  as  often  as  required. 

In  Chambre  Separe,  The  Doll,  The  Fairy  of  the  Rose,  The  Flying  Cage  with  Lady,  The 
Witches  Table  and  many  other  novelties  that  have  never  been  for  sale  elsewhere.  All 
illusions  done  without  dark  background,  without  glasses  and  without  traps  in  the  stage! 
Circular  Free.  ERNSX  B.ASCI1,  Hano-ver,  Germany 

{Berliner  Tageblatt,  Sunday,  Jan.  29,  1906) 

“Secret  Hexentisch*  is  a  small  table  covered  with  a  black  cloth,  a  nod  of  the  Master 
“and  the  cover  falls  off  to  the  stage.  The  table  is  small,  can  be  examined  by  any  one  of 
“the  audience,  and  can  be  taken  any  distance  from  the  Master.  It  answers  all  questions, 
“tells  you  the  card  selected,  answers  mysteriously  by  ringing  of  a  bell,  and  will  also  per- 
“form  all  its  mvsteries,  even  when  the  Master  is  taken  in  another  room,  eyes  tied  and 
“hand  and  feet  secured  so  as  to  prevent  any  signals. 


SOCIETY  OF  AMERICAN  MAGICIANS 


Meeting  on  the  First  Saturday  Eve¬ 
ning  of  each  month  at  eight  o’clock, 
except  legal  holidays,  at  Martinka’s 
magical  Palace,  493  Sixth  Avenue, 


L’lLLUSIONNISTE 

Le  Seul  ournal  Francais  devone  aux  Magicians 

Paraissant  tous  les  Mois-fonde  en  1901 
abounement  8  frs.  ($1.60)  par  an. 

Specimen  Number,  0.75 

Editeur:  CAROL, Y,  fabricant apparatus 

11  Rue  Cardinal  Lemoine  Paris 
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EDITORIAL 


Well,  M^ell,  Well ! 


Conjurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Go, 

278  WEST  113XH  STREET 
New  York  City 


Telephone  ;  1514  Morningside 


First  of  all  we  herewith  wish  to  thank  one 
and  all  for  the  many  good  wishes  we  have 
received  by  wire  as  well  as  by  mail,  and  sin¬ 
cerely  trust  to  merit  all  the  good  things 
that  have  been  written  to  the  editor  of  the 
Conjurors’  Monthly  Magazine. 


Per  Year  fl.OO  ,  Single  Copies,  10  Cents 


VOE.  I.  ;  OCTOBER,  1906  No.  2 


Advertising  Rates  Payable  in  Advance. 
Discount  on  annual  and  semi- annual  contracts. 

All  coihmunications  must  be  addressed  as 
above. 


"  Material  on  all  matters  likely  to  be  of  interest 
to  our  readers  always  sought  for,  manuscript 
must  be  marked  “Payment”  otherwise  will  be 
used  “Complimentary.”  Manuscript  to  be  re¬ 
turned  must  have  enclosed  the  required  post¬ 
age  stamps. 


English  Representative,  Theo.  Hardeen,  care 
of  Anger  &  Bauer,  50  Rupert  Street,  London . 
W.,  England. 


Correspondents  abroad,  T.  Bolin,  Moscowq 
Russia;  O.  Fischer,  Vienna,  Austria;  James 
Leahman,  Teheran,  Persia,  etc.,  etc. 


The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  is  not  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  opinions  of  its  correspondents. 


As  the  majority  of  articles  appearing  in  this 
Magazine  will  be  copyrighted,  we  have  no  ob¬ 
jection  of  others  quoting  from  us,  providing 
that  we  are  given  credit  for  same. 


The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  is  for  sale 
by  A.  Roterberg,  176  Ontario  Street,  Chicago, 
Ill.;  Martinka  &  Co.,  493  Sixth  Ave.,  New 
York  City;  W.  D.  Leroy,  103  Court  Street, 
Boston,  Mass.;  New  York  Magical  Company, 
1621  Broadway,  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  Bailey  and 
Tripp,  Cambrkigeport,  Mass. 


We  never  knew  we  had  so  many  well  wish¬ 
ers.  But  the  surprise  of  surprises  was,  when 
the  foremost  magical  dealer  in  New  York 
informed  one  of  our  representatives  that  he 
had  this  month  ali'eady  sold  almost  twice  the 
number  of  our  magazine  as  he  did  in^-ja  YEAR 
of  all  the  others  combined. 

Think  of  it,  the  Baby  Edition,  the  newest 
arrival,  at  one  Hean  jump,  should  become  the 
foremost  paper  of  its  class  in  the  world. 

The  question  arises,  will  we  stay  in  that 
exalted  position?  Time  alone  can  only  tell. 

Of  course  the  fact  of  the  magazine  being 
sold  in  the  theatres,  easily  allows  it  to  become 
THE  biggest  circulated  conjurors’  paper  in 
the  world.  We  wonder  if  some  of  the  narrow¬ 
minded  and  egotistical  editors  of  magicians’ 
papers  will  show  their  teeth,  or  try  to  stab  in 
the  dark? 


We  know  that  we  are  far  from  being  per- 
fect(  and  are  open  to  any  suggestion  that  may 
better  our  magazine,  and  should  readers  wish 
to  give  us  their  ideas,  will  highly  appreciate 
their  good  will. 


Again  thanking  all  for  their  cheerful  let¬ 
ters  and  encouraging  words  I  beg  to  sign  my- 

The  Editor. 

Howard  Thurston  has  favored  us  with  a 
postal  card  from  China.  He  is  on  his  way  to 
India,  and  will  have  a  run  at  the  Theatre 
Royal,  Calcutta,  India.  Rumor  has  it  that 
Howard  is  making  several  fortunes  in  the 
Orient,  and  he  has  great  prospects  of  making 
more  money  that  any  Magician  that  has  ever 
‘gone  the  route”  through  India. 


Paul,  The  Mystifier,  is  a  new  aspirant  for 
Handcuff  honors.  Lubian  another  “Chain 
Slipper”  has  appeared  on  the  horizon,  the 
press  speak  well  of  him. 

Several  petty  thefts  have  occurred  at  the 
Mahatma”  warehouse,  and  suspicion  points 
to  the  little  “catalogue  collectors”  that  in¬ 
fest  the  neighborhood. 
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UNKNOWN  FACTS 

Concerning 

ROBERT  HOUDIN 

Material  collected  personally  b}-  Harry  Houdin 
(Published  for  the  first  time) 
(copyright,  1906,  BY  HARRY  HOUDINI.) 

«  «  it: 

admiration  for  Robert  Houdin 
amounted  almost  to  hero  worship,  and 
the  numerous  men  that  have  eulogized 
him,  for  instance,  Joseph  Jastrow,  Bran- 
der  IMathews,  etc.,  etc.,  all  writers  of 
the  present  decade,  and  I  bar  none,  with 
whom  even  in  my  wildest  dreams  I 
would  not  dare  to  cope,  have  as  a  rule 
copied  studiously  from  Robert  Houdin’s 
book,  and  repeated  with  great  exactness 
the  fairy  tales  that  Robert  Houdin  men¬ 
tions  in  his  book.  I  will  call  attention 
to  the  fact  that  Robert  Houdin’s  book  is 
a  very  enchanting  romance  and  reads 
beautifully,  in  fact  I  have  never  read  a 
book  half  so  pleasant  regarding  the  life 
of  a  conjuror,  with  the  exception  of 

Herr  Alexander 

Avho  is  now  residing  in  IMunster 
in  Westphalen,  and  who  has  pre¬ 
sented  me  with  his  two  books. 
They  are  written  in  German,  and  some 
day  I  hope  that  they  will  be  translated 
into  English.  I  am  almost  certain  that 
they  will  be  as  popular  as  Houdin’s  iMe- 
moirs. 

Herr  Alexander  (Heimburger)  in¬ 
formed  me  that  he  kept  a  diary,  and  it 
was  from  this  he  wrote  his  book.  To 
show  you  the  kind  of  a  man  I  found 
him,  I  will  reprint  a  letter  I  sent  to 
the  Mahatma,  after  my  visit  to  him  at 
his  home 

Accidentally  picking  up  a  small  magic 
book,  dated  1896,  I  noticed  that  an  old 
man  named  Heimburger,  traveled  in 
America  as  “Alexander  the  Conjurer,” 
and  that  he  was  living  in  his  native  town 


Munster.  As  I  am  very  busily  engaged 
in  gathering  material  for  my  book,  “En¬ 
cyclopedia  of  Magicians,”  thought  that 
I  would  investigate  this  affair,  possibly 
obtain  some  material  for  the  book,  which 
I  will  try  to  make  the  greatest  of  its  kind 
ever  published. 

Visit  to  Munster 

So  when  in  Cologne,  Rhine,  I  boarded 
the  express  train  (D.  Zug.)  for  Munster 
and  arrived  there  bright  and  early  on 
March  17,  1903. 

In  the  address  book,  I  found  out  that 
a  man  named  Heimburger  resided  in 
Krumpentippen  16.  Hailing  a  passing 
cab  (drousche)  and  after  a  short  drive 
soon  found  myself  knocking  at  the  door 
of  the  address  that  I  had  found. 

A  bright  German  maid  came  to  the 
door,  and  I  was  at  once  ushered 
into  the  presence  of  the  man  to 
whom  I  had  come  to  pay  my  respects. 
An  old  man,  gray  haired,  with  snow 
white  beard,  bent  over  with  age,  came 
slowly  to  greet  me.  I  soon  found  out 
that  he  was  very  hard  of  hearing,  and 
had  to  speak  to  him  in  a  very  loud  tone 
of  voice. 

Interviewing  Herr  Alexander 

Short  and  briefly,  I  explained  my  mis¬ 
sion  to  Herr  Alexander;  also  stating 
that  I  was  greatly  pleased  to  see  him 
well,  and  honored  to  think  that  I  was 
talking  to  the  only  Conjurer  that  had 
given  a  Magical  performance  in  the 
White  House;  for  Herr  Alexander  had 
been  several  times  in  the  White  House 
before  United  States  President  Polk. 
Alexander  seemed  greatly  pleased,  and 
soon  was  relating  to  me  stories  of 
magicians,  personal  friends  of  his,  now 
long  dead.  He  knew  Houdin,  Erikell, 
Bosco,  Count  Pererilli,  Anderson,  Blitz. 
Hespe,  the  original  Bamberg  of  Amster¬ 
dam,  Compars  Herman,  in  fact  he  knew 
all  the  old  timers. 
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With  the  stories  he  told  me,  Herr 
Alexander  held  me  spell  bound — had  he 
risen  from  a  g-rave  he  could  not  better 
have  commanded  my  attention. 

*  Here  was  an  old  man  84  years  of  age, 
who  had  retired  50  years  ago,  and  tell¬ 
ing  me  tales  of  people  whom  I  had 
numbered  among  the  long  past  dead. 

Alexander's  Early  Exploits 

Herr  Alexander  Heimburger  was 
born  December  4,  1819.  He  traveled  in 
North  America  four  years,  and  in  South 
America — from  January,  1844,  until 
September,  1854.  During  this  time  he 
had  managed  ^to  make  a  large  fortune, 
and  retired  on  his  return  to  German}'. 
He  was  still  a  young  man,  about  24 
years  of  age,  but  had  so  many  stories  to 
tell,  so  many  keepsakes  to  show,  so  many 
strange  affairs  to  argue  about,  that  he 
was  lionized  by  the  highest  people  in 
Germany.  This  kept  him  from  again 
giving  performances,  for  to  have  done 
so  would  have  closed  the  aristocratic 
doors  to  him,  as  Conjurers  are  not  the 
best  thought  of  people  in  Germany,  espec- 
cially  was  this  so  50  years  ago,  and  it  is 
only  lately  that  Magic  has  taken  its  place 
among  the  higher  Arts  of  Europe.  With 
all  the  prospects  staring  him  in  the  face, 
Alexander  was  content  to  be  a  welcome 
guest  all  over,  ever  finding  ready  lis¬ 
teners  to  his  wonderful  interesting  tales 
of  his  huge  successes.  So  passed  a  great 
many  years,  simply  wining  and  dining, 
and  telling  stories. 


Alexander  Writes  a  Book 


At  last  however  he  was  coaxed 
to  write  a  book  from  a  diary 
that  he  had  faithfully  kept  through  all 
the  years  of  his  travels.  This  book  is 
published  in  Munster  and  called  “Der 
Moderne  Zanberet”  (The  Modern  Mag¬ 
ician). 

Herr  Alexander  claims  that  his  book 
is  rated  as  one  of  the  gems  of  German 
literature,  also  the  best  book  ever  writ¬ 


ten  by  a  conjurer.  He  tells  me  that 
Houdin  never  wrote  his  book,  but  had 
it  written  by  a  Parisian  journalist,  as  he 
did  not  have  the  spare  time  himself. 
In  fact  Alexander  informed  me  that 
Houdin  personally  told  him  this. 


.A.rEXANDER 

Alexander’s  book  is  written  from  ex¬ 
tracts  from  his  diary,  and  is  on  the  style 
of  Sig.  Blitz’s  book,  but  ever  so  much 
more  interesting. 

Alexander  in  New  York 

He  showed  me  his  scrap  book,  in 
which  I  read  some  grand  notices  from 
New  York,  and  in  fact  all  through 
North  and  South  America.  What  inter¬ 
ested  me  was  to  see  a  half  page  devoted 
to  Herr  Alexander  in  the  New  York 
Tribune,  October,  1845,  in  which  he  is 
shown  dressed  in  a  Chinese  costume, 
producing  huge  bowls  of  water,  flowers 
and  all  kinds  of  heavy  articles.  This 
was  a  surprise  to  me  as  it  has  been  my 
impression  that  Ghing  Ling  Foo  was  the 
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first  to  do  the  Chinese  act  in  America. 
Alexander  assured  me  that  all  the  old 
timers  would  change  their  programme 
by  adding  “The  Chinese  Magician”  to 
their  show.  To  verify  this  statement 
the  New  York  Herald,  November  6, 
1845,  New  York  Tribune  same  date, 
New  York  Evening  Gazette  same  date, 
will  show  full  particulars. 

Herr  Alexander  arrived  in  New  York 
after  a  very  disastrous  tour  of  America, 
almost  penniless,  and  tried  to  hire  Ni- 
blo’s  Garden,  but  they  never  opened  the 
theatre  in  winter,  so  would  have  failed, 
but  for  the  kindness  of  Mrs.  Niblo,  who 
managed  to  have  Herr  Alexander  obtain 
the  theatre  for  twenty  dollars  per  night. 
He  opened  with  a  very  small  house,  and 
for  the  first  three  nights  did  not  play  to 
expenses,  but  the  fourth  night  the  house 
was  packed  and  sold  out,  and  for  the 
following  three  months  he  did  a  grand 
business,  closing  his  season  in  New 
York  because  he  could  not  change  his 
program  any  more,  and  his  professional 
pride  would  not  allow  him  to  continue 
with  the  same  routine. 

Barnum  Visits  Alexander 

P.  T.  Barnum  on  one  occasion  visited 
the  performance  of  Alexander,  in  Sara¬ 
toga,  and  had  Gen.  Tom  Thumb  with 
him.  After  the  performance  Barnum 
offered  to  engage  Alexander  for  his 
New  York  Museum,  but  Alexander  re¬ 
fused,  because  it  would  have  hurt  his 
drawing  abilities ;  for  Barnum  only 
charged  25  cents  admission  to  his  Muse¬ 
um,  and  Alexander  charged  50  cents 
and  one  dollar. 

^^The  Spirit  BeU^^ 

Alexander  related  a  very  strange  trick 
that  fooled  the  inventor  jMorse,  of 
telegraphic  fame.  Alexander  had  a 
trick  called  “The  Spirit  Bell” — 
which  all  conjurers  worked  with  a 


thread  or  hook — electricity  not  being  so 
well  known  at  that  time.  Alexander  had 
a  large  glass  bell,  on  top  of  a  fancy  look¬ 
ing  case,  which  he  could  set  anywhere, 
and  it  would  ring  at  command.  Morse 
saw  this  trick  and  was  greatly  mystified 
in  fact  he  was  under  th‘e  impression  that 
Alexander  had  discovered  some  new  law 
of  nature  that  would  be  of  some  help  to 
him  in  his  then  looked  for  discoveries. 
Alexander,  however,  refused  to  explain 
this  trick  to  Morse,  as  it  was  his  own 
invention.  The  method  of  working  this 
trick  is  so  novel  that  I  will  describe  it 
as  explained  to  me  by  Herr  Alexander. 
The  secret  was  that  he  had  a  small  bird 
that  was  trained  to  jump  from  one 
rung  of  a  small  ladder  to  another,  at 
command  or  the  waving  of  a  stick  or 
wand  which  the  bird  could  see  from 
where  it  was  imprisoned;  every  time 
that  it  would  jump  from  one  rung  to 
another,  it  would  pull  down  a  step  which 
was  so  arranged  that  by  the  smallest 
overweight  it  would  release  a  catch, 
which  would  in  turn  throw  the  hammer 
against  the  glass.  By  the  bird  stepping 
off,  it  would  again  come  back  to  its 
original  position  and  be  ready  for  the 
second  blow.  He  explained  this  trick  to 
me,  saying  he  had  bought  the  bird  from 
a  street  fortune  teller,  who  had  trained 
the  bird  to  go  up  different  steps  of  a  lad¬ 
der  and  pick  out  envelopes,  in  which 
would  be  differently^  printed  fortunes. 
To  my  judgment  even  to-day  this  trick, 
properly  handled,  would  be  clever 
enough  to  fool  the  average  sight-seer. 

He  was  personally  acquainted  with 
President  Polk,  Henry  Clay,  Webster, 
Calhoun,  and  in  fact  all  of  the  noted 
statesmen  of  that  time.  It*  was  through 
his  friendship  with  President  Polk  that 
he  was  allowed  to  sail  to  the  West  In¬ 
dies  with  letters  of  recommendation 
from  the  President  to  the  Governor, 
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A  very  rare  and  pos¬ 
sibly  the  only  litho¬ 
graph  in  existenee  of 
Robert  H  o  u  cl  i  n  ’  s 
stage  setting;  used  bj^ 
him  in  Paris,  1847, 
and  London,  1848. 


and  which  also  opened  the  door  to  the 
aristocratic  circles  of  Brazil. 

It  had  been  my  intention  to  simply 
stay  a  few  hours  in  Munster,  but  the 
old  Master  held  me  there  as  if  I.were 
hypnotized,  and  the  hours  fairly  drifted 
away. 

He  showed  me  letter  after  letter,  clip¬ 
ping  after  clipping,  token  after  token. 
I  allowed  him  to  speak,  for  fear  my  in¬ 
terruptions  would  stop  his  flow  of  con¬ 
versation,  for  he  informed  me  that  he 
could  not  talk  as  much  as  of  yore,  and 
it  was  simply  the  unusual  excitement  of 
my  visit  that  had  given  him  the  unusual 
strength  of  speech.  For  he  told  me, 
“Yes,  my  boy,  we  get  old  after  awhile." 

Alexander  a  Bookworm 

He  sits  all  day  among  his  beloved 
books,  of  which  he  has  a  rare  collection. 
He  has  collected  books  over  70  years, 
and  about  that  time  he  secured  a  whole 
library  from  some  learned  man’s  widow, 
so  it  can  be  seen  that  he  has  a  rare  col¬ 
lection  of  Conjuring  books.  He  reads 
English,  French,  Spanish  and  German. 

He  is  grateful  to  the  Almighty  for 
having  spared  him  his  eyesight,  although 
he  has  to  wear  very  strong  eye-glasses 


and  reads  only  in  the  day  time.  During 
his  travels  in  South  America,  he  thor¬ 
oughly  mastered  the  Spanish  language, 
and  was  the  greatest  magician  that  ever 
visited  those  shores. 

Alexander  Welcomed  by  Royalty 

He  was  a  welcome  guest  at  the 
Palace  of  the  King  of  Brazil 
and  has.  in  his  possession  letters  from 
the  King  and  Queen.  He  showed  me 
the  personal  signature  of  King  Pedro 
H,  also  his  Queen  ;  the  letters  were  dated 
Brazil,  1850.  Therefore  it  can  well  be 
imagined  what  a  great  reputation  this 
man  must  have  had  during  his  travels  in 
North  and  South  America.  It  must  be 
a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  him  to  sit 
back  in  his  heavy  upholstered  easy-chair 
and  think  of  all  his  marvelous  travels 
and  successes.  After  an  absence  of  ten 
years  from  his  native  town,  he  returned, 
married  one  of  the  prettiest  girls  in  the 
village,  and  was  blessed  with  six  chil¬ 
dren,  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  All 
are  well,  one  son  is  in  New  York  at  the 
present  time. 

I  had  made  my  stop  so  long  that  Mrs. 
Heimburger  kindly  invited  me  to  stay 
for  dinner,  which  I  willingly  did,  al- 
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though  I  had  no  desire  to  eat,  but  hun¬ 
grily  listened  to  every  word  Herr  Alex¬ 
ander  spoke.  To  hear  the  white-haired 
old  man  speak,  to  watch  his  actions,  to 
listen  to  stories  of  things  that  happened 
years  ago,  made  me  think  that  there 
was  some  possibility  of  him  having  dis¬ 
covered  the  real  Elixir  of  Life,  that  all 
the  Old  Charletans  used  to  claim  they 
‘‘had  discovered,”  or  possibly  Grim 
Death  had  mislaid  the  address  of  the  old 
master  Magician,  and  as  he  had  gone 
through  ten  severe  sicknesses  in  South 
America,  each  one  of  which  is  known  to 
be  fatal  to  foreigners,  let  us  hope  that 
it  will  be  a  long  time  ere  Father  Time 
will  gather  in  our  famous  friend — Alex¬ 
ander. 

At  last  the  time  for  parting  came,  and 
with  a  hearty  handclasp,  and  both  ex¬ 
tending  to  each  other  the  best  wishes, 
the  old  master  returned  to  his  books, 
while  I  with  bowed  head  slowly  walked 
out  into  the  bright  sunshine,  deeply 
thinking  of  the  various  things  engraved 
in  my  memory.  Harry  Houdini. 

*  *  * 

Second  Visit  to  Alexander 

August  26,  1906. 

Strange  thoughts  come  to  me,  as  I  re¬ 
read  my  letter  or  rather  the  facts  of  my 
meeting  “Alexander.”  I  paid  _  the  old 
Master  another  flying  visit  in  1905,  on, 
my  way  to  London,  and  he  was  de¬ 
lighted  to  see  me  once  more.  He  in¬ 
formed  me  that  he  was  as  well  as  could 
be,  the  folks  were  all  well,  and  he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  simply  await  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  “Grim  Reaper.”  On  my  tak¬ 
ing  leave  of  him  he  made  me  a  present 
of  several  rare  programmes,  which  are 
now  in  my  collection,  and  which  I  prize 
very  highly.  Fate  plays  queer  pranks. 
Some  time  after  my  last  visit  to  him,  I 
received  a  postal  card  which  read  as  fol¬ 


lows:  “My  Dear  Friend,  Have  not 

been  very  well  of  late,  and  have  been 
expecting  my  last  days.  All  prepara¬ 
tions  have  been  made,  and  Death  the 
Visitor  arrived,  but  instead  of  calling  for 
me,  he  has  taken  away  my  beloved  wife. 
I  am  not  capable  of  writing  more.  God 
be  with  you.  From  your  old  friend, 
Alexander  Heimburger.” 

it 

With  the  exception  of  a  small 
brochure,  eveiything  you  read  about 
Robert  Houdin  is  the  same  thing  over 
and  over  again.  H.  R.  Evans  even  goes 
so  far  as  to  say  that  Houdin  at  one  time 
made  a  favorite  trick  of  “Socrates,  the 
talking  bust.”  Of  all  the  programmes 
that  I  possess,  none  of  them  even  men¬ 
tion  the  fact  of  him  doing  this  feat,  and 
perhaps  Evans  has  simply  taken  some 
one’s  word  for  it.  I  may  be  mistaken, 
but  I  have  looked  high  and  low  for  some 
clew  regarding  Houdin  doing  this  Look¬ 
ing  Glass  Illusion,  and  so  far  have  failed 
to  find  one.  All  I  can  find*  is  a  descrip¬ 
tion  in  the  posthumous  Houdin  book, 
but  Houdin  .does  not  say  he  performed 
it.;  he  simply  explains  the  illusion.  It  is 
in  this  book  that  Houdin  makes  a  huge 
error  in  his  explanation  of  the  Indian 
Basket  trick.  I  regard  Evans  as  a  very 
unreliable  authority  with  a  fanciful 
brain.  He  apparently  will  take  anything 
and  weave  it  into  something  to  fit  his 
story.  I  am  judging  him  from  the  sev¬ 
eral  books  that  he  has  written,  in  which 
he  takes  mediocre  performers  and  lauds 
them  to  the  skies,  especially  an  English 
conjurer  who  for  the  past  few  years 
has  made  his  living  by  peddling  books, 
which  he  either  hawks  or  has  peddled 
around  the  Theatre  where  the  performer 
whose  tricks  he  is  publishing  is  working. 
In  fact,  almost  all  of  Evans’  material  is 
virtually  .second-hand. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Facsimile  of  Posters  Houdin  used  during  his  various  engagements  in 
England. 


ST.'  JA^8|8  THBATRE. 

rob|||Mdin 

SOIREES 

FANTASjriQUES, 

BY  M.  ROeeRT-HOUOIN, 

TUESDAY, 'THURSDAY, 

saturdayJevenings, 


BOBHBT-HOOPm, 

ST.  JAMES’S  THEATRE. 
Emttr  Monday,  March  28, 

Aad  anrlng  the  Weak. 


IIEilTVRER^H^ColijURER, 

from  Urn  PolaU  Pari,. 


E  X  T  B  «  0  R  D  I  N  A  R  Y 


Ho«t  Oiwoloiu  abs)««tr  WB  OOSBt,  ' 

Jl  Bncimeham  Palm,. 


BVBRT  B7BNXKa, 

.i  E..  .-CW. 

DAY  PERFORMANCE 

WEDNESDAY  &  SATURDAY  R»RRfN8S 


KABOB  SO  A  APKZX.  9, 


ST.  THEATRE, 

■■  CoiMAATED 

aOBERT-HOVDIN 

DAY  PERFORMANCE 

WEDJyESDAY  MOBJVINO 

NEXT, 

Af®AUO*03NroraB*HO  CTTaAORDWAJIT  |  ^  ’ 

SOIEfiES 
FANTA^^IQUES, 
TUESDAY,  THURSDAY, 
SATURDAY^EVENINGS, 


The  most  Peculiar  Tricks  of  which  the  World  has  ever  Spoken 


SBun&ec 

tftnfpul 

ber.wli. 


Facsimile  of  a  rare  copper  engraving  of  1379  showing  a  Conjurer 
swallowing  a  man  alive. 
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Notes 

From 

Theo. 

Hardeen^ 

Our 

Official 

European 

Corre¬ 

spondent 


Cussac  Talma  after  a  brief  absence, 
again  pops  up,  and  has  made  quite  a 
hit  in  Stockport,  with  his  Mysterious 
Trunk  Dressing  trick. 

^  ^ 

Germaine,  the  American  Magician  is 
getting  along  very  nicely,  and  has  man¬ 
aged  to  obtain  some  excellent  work  in 
London,  playing  several  halls  a  night. 

He  .-iJ  ^ 

At  the  Palace  Grimbsy,  Prof.  Fuller 
introduces  “Astarte”  an  Up-in-the-air 
Illusion.  It  appears  to  be  a  -version  of 
the  Maid  of  the  Moon  that  Robinson 
once  did  for  Hermann.  Perhaps  this  is 
one  of  Greenbaum’s  Illusions.  I  hear 
that  Greenbaum  is  making  a  fortune  in 
Germany  with  his  moving  picture  ma¬ 
chines.  In  fact  he  has  been  at  it  a  long 
time. 

^  ^  jfc 

Colby  and  May  are  at  the  Cardiff 
Empire.  Colby  is  a  very  clever  Ven¬ 
triloquist  and  the  mysterious  Doll  is 
well  worked.  The  last  time  the  act 
was  in  England  it  was  Colby  and  Way. 
I  hear  the  original  Doll  has  gone  the 
way  of  the  great  majority. 

Hj  Ht.  H:  H= 

The  Encore  is  full  of  letters  of  strug¬ 
gling  magicians  that  wish  to  air  their 
troubles ;  they  claim  that  even  though 


they  are  allowed  trial  shows,  they  can¬ 
not  get  along.  The  Encore  had  com¬ 
petitions  for  the  best  amateur  per¬ 
former,  and  some  very  good  talent  was 
unearthed. 

There  ought  to  be  a  standard  house 
over  here  that  would  permit  “Try-outs” 
like  Mr.  Albee  allows  at  the  Keith 
14th  Street  house  in  New  York.  There 
anyone  can  give  a  trial  turn  by  simply 
applying  to  Mr.  Elmer  Rogers,  who 
has  given  many  a  magician  permission 
to  show  his  act,  and  I  don’t  know  of 
one  theatre  in  England  that  will  allow 
a  trial  show  to  go  on,  unless  you  have 
special  permission  after  a  lot  of  red 
tapeism.  Carl  Raynor,  the  Nottingham 
magician  claims  that  he  failed  to  gain 
permission  at  several  places,  and  al¬ 
though  he  has  written  140  letters,  and 
enclosed  stamped  envelopes  the  best  he 
received  of  the  whole  lot  was  two  let¬ 
ters  and  three  postal  cards.  There  are 
so  many  magicians  in  England  that 
managers  seem  a  bit  afraid  to  book 
them. 

I’ll  wager  if  a'Ou  throw  up  a  stone 
in  London,  it  will  fall  and  hit  a  magi¬ 
cian.  English  magicians  are  much  bet¬ 
ter  all  around  performers  then  the 
American  magicians.  In  America  we 
have  the  specialist,  who  makes  one  cer¬ 
tain  thing  his  hobby.  Downs  with  his 
coins,  Thurston  with  cards,  Stillwell 
with  handkerchiefs,  Hornman  with 
clockwork  tricks.  Dr.  Elliot  with  card 
table  sleights  and  effects,  etc.,  etc;  but 
the  English  magician,  that  is  the  aver¬ 
age,  is  a  very  good  all-around  enter¬ 
tainer  ;  he  has  "excellent  patter,  makes 


a  routine  of  various  tricks,  adds  novel¬ 
ties  and  goes  after  the  thing  much  the 
same  as  a  general  observer. 

Where  have  we  a  man  in  America 
that  can  approach  J.  N.  Maskelyne  for 
Illusions,  or  Devant  for  wit  and  humor  ? 
In  fact  almost  every  English  magician 
has  a  varied  programme.  This  does 
not  allude  to  the  cheap  sort  that  copy 
the  specialty  magician,  who  arrives  in 
England;  and  the  British  Isle  abounds 
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with  hundreds  of  that  class  who  work 
for  a  mere  pittance,  and  strut  about  as 
if  they  were  all  that  their  “Bombastic 
Mouthings”  claim  them  to  be. 

*  ^ 

It  seems  strange  that  Harry  Kellar 
has  never  played  the  English  Provinces, 
and  if  he  ever  comes  to  England  he 
will  find  out  that  he  is  about  the  best 
known  magician  that  America  has  at 
the  present  moment.  But  as  he  is  mak¬ 
ing  all  the  money  he  wishes  at  'home, 
perhaps  he  does  not  care  to  roam  into 
the  fields  and  pastures  of  the  histor¬ 
ically  celebrated  magicians  like  Boaz, 
Breslaw,  J.  H.  Anderson  and  a  host  of 
others. 


Sydney  Lee  the  Magician  has  been 
wiorking  steadily  the  past  few  years ;  his 
card  work  has  improved  very  much  and 
he  has  earned  for  himself  the  reputation 
as  the  best  card  thrower  since  Thurston’s 
time.  He  has  been  at  work  on  a  card 
trick  that  will  make  the  rest  of  the  Man¬ 
ipulators  “Sit  Up  and  Take  Notice,”  as 
he  will  throw  towards  the  gallery  52 
cars,  which  will  return  and  fall  into  a 
tall  hat  suspended  in  the  centre  of  the 
theatre. 


4c 


4c  4c 


Lazerne,  the  Mystic  is  making  a  bid 
for  public  favor,  and  will  soon  rejoice 
with  a  bunch  of  contracts,  “passed”  to 
him  by  “Caddie’s  Agency.” 

*  *  * 

Albertine  Melich,  the  graceful  wire 
walker  now  at  the  London  Hippodrome, 
is  the  daughter  of  Melich,  the  old  time 
German  Magician,  who  in  1850  startled 
the  natives  of  the  German  cities  with 
his  Ghost  show  and  huge  apparatus ;  he 
is  now  in  his  “Fatherland”  feeding  his 
pet  cockatoos,  which  he  used  in  his  per¬ 


formance,  the  same  as  Sig.  Blitz  did 
with  his  canaries.  Melich  has  another 
daughter  who  is  also  a  wire  walker. 

4:  4!  4: 

I  wonder  how  many  of  your  readers 
know  that  a  nephew  of  the  original  Sig. 
Blitz  is  still  alive  and  in  the  ring  in 
Birmingham  ? 


4:  4c  4c 

This  is  the  nephew  to  whom  Sig. 
Blitz  willed  all  of  his  apparatus.  Abra¬ 
ham  Blitz  is  a  true  friend  of  Chung 
Lung  Soo,  and  it  is  whispered  that  they 
both  helped  put  Robinson’s  new  act  to¬ 
gether.  Abe  Blitz  is  quite  a  performer 
in  Magic,  and  when  not  at  this,  he  is 
inspecting  the  various  advertising  spaces 
of  the  Empire  Theatre  Brum. 

4c  4c  4c 

Alfred  Holmes,  who  married  a 
daughter  of  Anderson  the  Wizard  of  the 
North,  is  Bill  Inspector  at  the  Empire 
Theatre,  Sheffield ;  he  informs  me  that 
Anderson  at  one  time  would  collect 
photos  of  Magicians,  and  had  a  very 
large  collection,  but  being  shipwrecked, 
lost  all  his  valuable  magicial  para¬ 
phernalia,  clippings,  and  photos  that  had 
taken  years  to  collect.  Holmes  never 
works  now,  but  is  content  to  look  at  the 
younger  generation  mystify  the  public, 
and  tells  them  “How  it  happened”  when 
he  took  Anderson’s  place,  when  John 
Henry  was  unable  to  take  his  own  place. 

4:  4:  4c 


Ornum,  the  Chief  of  the  Ornum 
Magicial  Repository,  Editor  or  Proprie¬ 
tor  of  the  “Wizard”  is  in  Bonny  Scot¬ 
land  gathering  thistles  and  other  pleas¬ 
ant  things  to  verify  the  statement  that 
“You  cannot  sit  down  on  the  Scottish 
Thistle.” 
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the  season  has  started,  and  we 
have  magicians  galore  on  the  continent. 
.A.t  the  Wintergarten,  Berlin,  Chun? 
Lung  Soo  is  doing  very  big,  and  has  a 
lot  of  people  on  his  stage  (supers)  mak- 
ign  his  act  very  spectacular.  This  makes 
his  third  engagement  at  this  theatre,  and 
every  time  he  returns  he  seems  to  go 
better. 

Goldin  is  the  star  feature  at  the  Hansa 
Theatre,  Hamburg.  He  seems  to  be  able 
to  write  whatever  he  pleases  on  his  con¬ 
tracts,  and  it  is  through  him  that  Ar¬ 
nold  De  Biere  was  canceled  at  the  Hansa 
some  time  ago.  De  Biere  refused  to  cut 
out  the  “Three  Trunk”  trick  and  Herr 
Grell  closed  the  act.  De  Biere  brought 
suit;  personally  I  can’t  see  how  Grell 
can  win. 

>i= 

IMiss  Lucie  is  booked  at  the  Circus 
Paris  with  an  act  billed  as  “Payen”  En- 
igmatique  Gymnaste  Auto-pierrot.  This 
is  something  on  the  style  of  the  Moto 
Girl  performances,  and  seems  to  have 
caught  on. 

*  ^  ^ 

Tscliin  Haa’s  Seven  Holy  “Chunchu- 
sen-Magicians”  are  at  the  Nurmberg, 
and  as  they  are  real  Chinese  and  are 
exploited  by  J.  Deutch  they  manage  to 
get  along  very  well.  They  do  not  get 
anywhere  near  the  salary  of  Chung  Lung 
Soo. 

^  ^  ^ 

Willini  le  Maske,  a  magician  that 

wears  a  mask  while  on  the  stage,  adver¬ 

tises  himself  as  “The  Present  King”  as 
he  gives  away  presents  to  the  audience, 
which  he  produces  from  a  borrowed  hat. 
He  is  not  the  original  Masked  magician. 


Griffern,  who  once  lived  in  Suffern, 
New  York,  is  on  the  list  to  be  balloted 
for  in  Berlin  to  join  the  International 
Artist  Lodge. 

^ 

Roland,  the  Illusionist  who  is  duplicat¬ 
ing  the  entire  act  of  Goldin,  is  creating  a 
sensation  in  Luzerne  at  the  Kursaal. 
This  Illusionist  was  a  travelling  shoe 
salesman  in  Prag,  Austria,  and  after  wit¬ 
nessing  Goldin’s  act,  and  hearing  the 
salary  Goldin  was  drawing,  made  up  his 
mind  to  become  “one  of  those  fellows” 
himself.  Having  money  saved  he  went 
to  the  various  dealers,  and  soon  was 
launched  as  Roland  the  Great,  and  was 
taken  up  by  the  agents,  and  has  been  in 
demand  ever  since.  While  he  does  not 
work  near  as  well  as  Goldin,  those  people 
who  have  only  seen  the  one  act,  always 
speak  highly  of  Roland’s  performance. 
*  *  * 

Prof.  Roberts  the  Illusionist  is  at  the 
Colosseum  Essen  Ruhr. 

*  *  >i: 

At  the  Apollo  Theatre,  a  team  billed 
as  the  Hartly  Wonders,  are  doing  “bar¬ 
rel”  jumping,  the  night  I  saw  the  act, 
some  one  raised  a  disturbance,  because 
■he  could  not  get  the  team  to  show  the 
bottom  of  one  of  the  barrels.  He 
claimed  that  they  had  a  spring  board  at 
the  bottom,  but  that  is  all  foolish  talk. 
They  may  have  a  false  bottom,  raised 
about  6  inches  from  the  real  one,  but 
tliat  is  only  to  enable  them  to  obtain  a 
better  lift  for  their  somersaults. 

^  ^ 

Years  ago  a  German  team,  the  Braatz 
Bros,  exhibited  an  act  in  which  they  dis- 
pla3'ed  their  prowess  as  Hand  to  Hand 
and  Hat  to  Hat  balancers.  They  con¬ 
cluded  some  time  ago  that  they  were 
getting  too  old  for  their  work  and  re¬ 
tired.  But  the  many  years  of  wandering 
has  told  on  them,  and  first  one  of  the 
brothers  started  in  to  manage  Selma 
Braatz,  who  is  in  America,  and  the  other 
brother  is  now  on  the  market  with,  a 
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trained  Dog  performance,  which  is  said 
to  be  the  best  dog  act  ever  produced. 
He  works  the  dogs  with  cues  from  be- 
hing  the  stage,  and  one  dog  is  trained 
to  do  a  sort  of  mind  reading  act.  I 
think  the  dog  gets  his  cues,  by  Braatz 
simply  creaking  his  finger  nails  together. 
The  dog  cannot  see,  so  this  “hearing” 
is  the  only  solution  I  have  of  the  dog 
receiving  his  cues  to  find  the  various 
numbers  and  cards.- 

^ 

At  the  Metropole  Theatre  in  Han¬ 
over,  we  have  a  “horseshoe  breaker,” 
who  rejoices  under  the  name  of  rVpfel- 
leas  Applebaum.  He  does  not  do  any¬ 
thing  new,  and  from  the  hurried  exam¬ 
ination  of  some  of  the  irons  he  breaks, 
I  wonder  if  he  resorts  to  “Sleight  of 
Hand”  in  preparing  his  material. 

'!»  ^ 

Teske’s  Illusion  Theatre  is  billed  for 
four  weeks  at  the  Bluemensaale  in 
Muenchen. 

*  *  * 

The  International  Artisten  Loge  is 
booming  the  show  business.  First  they 
have  managed  to  bring  the  Hamburger 
Dom  to  Berlin,  and  now  they  are  ar¬ 
ranging  a  tour  for  several  companies  of 
their  members,  and  they  intend  playing 
all  large  cities  and  towns  where  there 
is  no  regular  Variety  Theatre.  All 
members  are  going  to  work  on  percent¬ 
age  so  there  will  be  no  dissatisfaction  re¬ 
garding  salaries.  It  looks  as  if  the  thing 
will  be  a  success.  For  the  benefit  of 
readers  who  may  not  understand  what 
the  Hamburger  Dom  means,  it  is  a  cer¬ 
tain  arrangement  in  vogue  many  years 
whereby  all  acts  would  go  to  Hamburg, 
and  work  for  almost  nothing,  so  that  the 
various  managers  who  always  came  to 
Hamburg,  could  see  their  acts ;  and 
many  an  act  has  received  contracts  for 
several  years  during  this  Dom  Zeit.  The 
affair  has  not  been  any  too  great  a  suc¬ 
cess  of  late  years,  so  the  I.  A.  L.  has 
decided  to  have  the  affair  take  place  in 
Berlin,  which  is  really  the  proper  place 
for  an  affair  of  this  kind.  Arthur  Mar- 


tinius  is  the  head  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements. 

*  *  * 

Imro  Fox  is  at  the  Central  Theatre, 
Stettin. 

*  •  *  * 

Constantino  Bernardi  is  traveling 
through  Italy  playing  the  large  theatres, 
and  is  doing  a  big  business.  He  is  very 
busy  advertising  the  fact  that  managers 
are  swindling  the  public  advertising  that 
they  have  Bernardi  engaged,  but  such 
is  not  the  fact,  and  he  wishes  all  to 
notice  his  Christian  name  is  “Constan¬ 
tino.” 

In  launching  this  “Beware  of 
Thieves”  he  is  alluding  to  his  brother, 
“Arturo”  Bernardi,  who  is  said  to  have 
stolen  his  famous  brother’s  act.  Where- 
ever  Constantino  is  booked,  his  brother 
follows  him  about,  making  things  very 
disagreeable. 

*  ❖ 

•  Okito  is  at  the  Circus  Albert  Schuman 
Theatre  in  Frankfort  on  the  Main,  and 
has  been  very  successful.  Some  of  his 
material  he  works  exceptionally  well. 

^  ^  * 

Herr  Dir.  Tichy  celebrated  the  25th 
anniversary  of  his  theatre  in  Prag,  and 
received  hundreds  of  letters  and  wires 
congratulating  him  on  his  successful 
management.  I  wonder  if  the  many 
magicians  and  illusionists  to  whom  Herr 
Tichv  has  given  work  remembered  the 
gentleman  on  his  celebration.  Let  us 
hope  so,  as  he  is  always  booking  mystery 

acts  and  magicians. 

*  *  « 

RUSSIAN  RUMBLINGS. 

Mons.  T.  Bolin. 

Moscow,  Russia. 

Petrofsky,  the  “Mysterious,”  who  is 
related  to  the  Russian  champion  wrest¬ 
ler,  was  booked  at  the  “Sadse”  in  War¬ 
saw.  On  arriving  there  with  all  his 
baggage,  he  discovered  that  the  police 
had  closed  all  the  theatres  on  account  of 
the  many  riots  taking  place.  He  has 
written  to  me  for  assistance  to  leave  that 
city,  and  is  now  on  his  way  to  Wilna  to 
open  at  the  “Zoological  Gardens.” 
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Alexander  Segall,  the  St.  Petersburg 
agent,  was  reported  to  have  died, 
but  it  seems  that  that  is  wrong,  and  he 
can  say  with  Mark  Twain  that  the  report 
*s  grossly  exaggerated. 

^ 

Sloan,  the  “Plate  Wizard,”  is  billed 
at  Hotel  du  Xord  in  Odessa.  He  made 
a  failure  v.dth  his  “Dida”  as  he  was  go¬ 
ing  to  produce  two  women  from  the 
water,  then  at  a  given  signal,  the  water 
would  disappear  and  the  tank  would 
become  filled  with  fire,  from  which  he 
would  produce  another  woman.  The 
first  night  things  went  wrong,  and  the 
second  night  he  nearly  burnt  the  one  to 
death  that  w^as  to  appear  in  the  “fire” 
production. 

*  * 

Joseph  Alfredson,  who  has  been  in 
St.  Petersburg  for  the  last  lo  years, 
has  made  enough  money  working  the 
“cabinets,”  entertaining  the  guests,  that 
he  has  given  notice  to  his  managers  that 
he  has  bought  a  small  acreage  near  i\Ios- 
cow  and  will  settle  down  for  the  rest  of 
his  life.  Have  seen  him  work  a  num¬ 
ber  of  times,  and  his  card  work  is  very 
clever,  but  not  good  for  any  stage.  Al¬ 
fredson  is  also  a  very  clever  musician. 

*  ^  ^ 

The  Terese  brothers  have  made  their 
usual  visit  to  Moscow  and  Nischa  Novo- 
gorod.  I  think  that  the  manager  of  the 
Folies  Bergere  is  married  to  one  of 
Terese’s  sisters. 


*  *  * 

IMadame  Rasschohin,  the  Moscotv 
agent,  is  booking  all  the  magicians  she 
can  for  Establishment  A"ard.  The  stage 
is  too  small  for  acrobatic  acts,  and 
mysterious  shows  have  always  done 
well.  So  far  she  has  booked  Robert 
Lenz.  Renk,  Georg  Hartmann,  Deman- 
tini,  Ivendler  and  Madame  Orlowo  and 
Prital  Fay.  Goldin  was  offered  a  huge 
salary  but  cannot  accept ;  he  dare  not 

come  on  to  Russia - military  reasons 

— as  he  is  a  native  of  Wilna. 


Director  Aumont  of  the  Aquirium  is 
the  cause  of  the  existing  bad  state  of 
affairs  in  iMoscow ;  he  has  for  years 
been  very  bad  pay,  and  although  re¬ 
peated  warnings  have  been  sent  out  that 
he  will  not  pay  salaries,  he  still  manages 
to  get  plenty  of  artists  that  will  take  a 
long  chance.  I  wish  to  caution  all  who 
are  thinking  of  coming  to  Russia  to  be¬ 
ware  of  iMons.  Aumont;  ask  him  for 
salary  in  advance  or  book  at  the  Ermit- 
age  or  YMrd.  I  predict  that  he  will  not 
run  his  place  more  than  a  season  longer 
and  when  the  final  blow  arrives,  it  will 
affect  all  the  tradesmen  of  ^Moscow. 


ells 


POSITIVOLT  T5B  MtASfg  SB  MIOHTS  OP 
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smm.  waosv  •aaosswa  snsjasTT. 
OSE  WEES  MORE  PRICES 


Intrepid  Soldier. 

VhB  Animated  Cards. 

Tlie  Barranons  Orandft  Tre«. 

ESephlstopbeles  ”  Teleseope. 
STie  TraTeUlac  Tnrtle  De^es. 

7—  Transparent  Crystal  Sex. 
Tne  OosfecUeser. 


The  rroAmetioa  of  Flowers. 

The  Instaataaeeas  TT«>nsp«sltlo» 
The  CoMea  Shower. 

The  Bnehaated  Sarlaad  of  Flowed* 
A  WomSerfal  Surprise  liOdlos 


The  ISiSThonstIMn  Bowl  of 
Robert  Bemdls’s  FortfoUe 
Astonishiac  larlslhUity. 


Boxes,  •  3s.  Ptt.  •  1 

lOXES.  -  .  •o*  ^ 


Pit.  •  Is.  «aUef7 

ai.  1«.  ud  At  U». 


Reproduction  of  Poster  used  by 
Floudin  during  an  engagement  at  the 
old  Sadler’s  Wells  Theatre,  London, 
1853.  He  never  mentions  this  engage¬ 
ment,  as  he  was  not  willing  that  it 
should  be  placed  on  record  that  he 
played  the  unfashionable  Sadler’s  Wells. 
Houdin  had  by  this  time  worn  out  his 
welcome  at  the  St.  James  and  Anderson 
held  the  elite  public  there. 
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Extraordinary  Spirit  Slate  Writing 


Method  of  reading  sealed  letters  and  of  obtaining 
slate  writing;  attributed  to  the  late  “  Zanzic  ”  who 
was  under  the  management  of  Jack  Currey. 


spirit 

once 


This  trick  seems  to  have  been  the  one  with 
which  the  lately  deceased  Zan  Zic  made  his 
money.  In  fact  he  fooled  the  best  of  them, 
and  I  do  not  know  of  any  better  trick  that 
can  be  worked  in  a  parlor  for  private  sit¬ 
tings  than  the  one  in  this  number. 

In  a  room  in  which  you  give  your  “sitter” 
a  private  reading  have  a  table,  two  chairs, 
and  an  innocent  looking  chiffonier.  This 
chiffonier  has  all  the  drawers  cut  away,  in  fact 
it  is  only  the  shell  of  the  real  article.  In  this 
you  have  concealed  your  confederate,  who  has 
a  good  supply  of  slates,  envelopes,  strings, 
wires,  seals,  knife,  scissors,  i-n  fact  anything 
with  which  he  can  reseal  any  envelope  or 
slate  that  he  has  handed  to  him.  The  “sitter” 
is  seated  with  his  face  towards  the  window 
and  his  back  towards  the  chiffonier. 

Zan  Zic  would  walk  up  and  down,  whilst 
his  “sitter”  would  be  writing  the  questions 
and  placing  them  in  envelopes.  After  all 
the  questions  had  been  written,  Zan  Zic  would 
stand  behind  the  “subject,”  and  taking  up  an 
envelope  with  his  right  hand,  would  place  it 
on  the  head  of  his  unsuspecting  “sitter,”  and 


with  his  left  he  would  reach  for  an  envelope 
that  the  concealed  confederate  passed  to  him 
from  the  chiffonier.  With  a  shaky  movement 
he  would  exchange  the  envelopes,  and  ask 
the  “sitter”  to  hold  the  envelope  so  as  to 
get  more  “magnetism.”  The  confederate 
would  tear  open  the  envelope,  and  hold  the 
message  out  of  the  drawer,  enabling  Zan  Zic 
to  read  it.  After  the  message  was  known, 
the  confederate  would^  reseal  the  letter  or 
question,  and  it  would  be  handed  back  and 
“switched”  for  the, ‘“dummy”  envelope  that 
was  being  held  on  the  head  of  the  “sitter.” 
To  obtain  writings  on  sealed  slates,  the  slates 
would  be  exchanged  the  same  way,  the  con¬ 
federate  would  open  the  slates,  write  the  mes¬ 
sage,  and  reseal  or  rivet  them  and  put  them 
back  in  the  original  position.  This  test, 
worked  properly,  is  the  strongest  that  has 
ever  been  known.  Another  test  of  like  nature 
will  be  described  in  next  month’s  issue,  which 
is  still  better  than  the  above.  The  above 
“test”  has  been  described  to  me  by  several 
people,  foremost  amongst  whom  were  Prof. 
S.  Baldwin,  Harry  Stork  and  Llywellian. 
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READING 

Reviewing  Books  and  Things 


The  Right  Bosco  Wronged  by  Hilliar. 


In  the  July  number  of  the  Sphinx, 
under  the  title  of  “Some  of  the  Magi¬ 
cians  I  have  ]\Iet,”  W.  J.  Hilliar,  an  old 
English  friend  of  mine,  writes  very  en¬ 
tertainingly,  but  he  unknowingly  makes 
a  few  misstatements. 

He  writes  in  1886  he  met  the  veteran 
Italian  Bosco,  “an  old  man  nearing  the 
80  mark,  with  flowing  white  beard,  al¬ 
most  an  exact  autotype  in  appearance  of 
the  “Prophet  Dowie.” 

In  1886  Hilliar  was  almost  ten  years 
of  age  and  perhaps  his  youthful  eyes 
looked  upon  the  old  fellow  as  the  real 
Bosco. 

The  original  ^^prtolemeo  Bosco  was 
born  in  Turin,  Italy,  and  died  in  Gruena 
near  Dresden,  March  6th,  1863. 

Have  looked  up  the  best  known  imita¬ 
tors  of  Bosco,  and  can  find  only  one  of 
them  that  wore  a  beard,  and  he  being 
not  80  years  of  age,  did  not  have  a  flow¬ 
ing  white  beard,  but  a  jet  black  one. 
This  Bosco  never  advertised  his  first 
name,  but  simply  traveled  as  “Signor 
Bosco.”  He  was  the  most  daring  ad¬ 
vertiser  I  ever  heard  of,  for  on  his  bills 
he  made  the  following  statement:  “In 
consequence  of  so  many  imitators  taking 
the  name  of  Bosco  and  misleading  the 
public.  Signor  Bosco  will,  for  the  fu- 


FROM  THE  Press 

WISE  , 

AND 

OTHERWISE 
Harry  Handcuff  Houdini . 

ture  have  his  likeness  on  his  bills  to  pro¬ 
tect  himself  and  the  public  from  imposi¬ 
tion.  Any  one  using  bills  without  the 
likeness  is  not  the  genuine  Bosco.”  Per¬ 
manent  address.  Signor  Bosco  &  Son, 
Paragon  House,  Hastings. 

The  oldest  imitator  is  Alfred,  then 
follows  Signor,  then  Leotard  and  Ala- 
dame,  then  Aladame  traveled  alone,  after 
this  Louis  Bosco  appeared  on  the  scene. 
To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  none  of 
them  ever  had  the  right  to  use  the  name 
Bosco.  In  the  near  future  have  a  special 
writeup  on  the  Life  of  the  Original  Bos¬ 
co,  and  shall  shed  light  on  several  things 
in  this  Magician’s  life  that  have  never 
been  known  publicly  before.  The  ori¬ 
ginal  Bosco  played  in  London,  England, 
in  1851.  Having  looked  all  over  the 
continent  for  traces  of  Bosco.  I  met  a 
second  cousin  living  in  a  village  near 
Dresden,  who  informed  me  that  Bosco 
died  without  leaving  any  children,  Eu¬ 
gene  in  1857  having  crippled  himself 
with  a  pistol  shot  in  his  right  hand,  and 
being  unable  to  entertain  as  well  as  he 
ought,  he  died  in  want  and  penury  in  a 
small  town  in  Hungary.  Strange  as  it 
may  seem,  have  received  an  original  let¬ 
ter  from  one  of  my  agents  which  is  a 
sort  of  a  contract  in  which  Bosco  pays 
Eugene  a  sum  of  money  not  to  do  cer¬ 
tain  things.  Will  publish  all  facts  later 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

Under  this  column,  you  have  the  right 
to  make  any  complaint  against  any  one 
that  yon  wish.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the 
means  of  bettering  certain  conditions 
that  exist  at  the  present  time.  We  will 
not  be  responsible  for  our  correspond¬ 
ents’  opinions. 


i\Iy  dear  Houdini : 

The  information  in  my  possession  rel¬ 
ative  to  John  Macallister,  deceased,  is 
enclosed  herewith;  any  light  that  you 
can  throw  on  this  subject  will  be  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  committee  of  which  you 
are  a  member. 

Hoping  you  and  wife  are  well  and 
Icing  w'ell,  I  am. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Francis  J.  Werner. 

To  Right  Ill.  Harry  Houdini,  First  Vice- 
President  the  S.  A.  M. 

This  information  was  obtained  by  me 
from  V.  Ill.  George  H.  Stipp,  Rep.  for 
California : 

John  Macallister. — 62  years;  actor; 
nativity,  Scotland;  died,  October  21, 
1899,  at  the  City  and  County  Hospital, 
from  chronic  diffuse  nephritis ;  W.  W. 
Kerr,  physician ;  body  removed  to  the 
California  Medical  College,  for  ana¬ 
tomical  purposes,  October  24,  1899. 
The  remains,  after  dissection,  on  No¬ 
vember  26,  1899,  was  buried  by  Jos¬ 
eph  Hagan,  city  undertaker,  in  Pot¬ 
ter’s  Field,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

The  above  letter  explains  that  the  S. 
A.  M.  is  looking  for  facts  regarding 
John  Macallister,  as  it  wishes  to  find  a, 
worthy  burial  place  if  possible,  also  to 
eMablish  the  fact  as  to  “which  Macal¬ 
lister”  this  one  is.  From  the  amount  of 
material  I  have  in  my  possession  of  the 
original  Macallister,  it  can  not  be  possi¬ 
ble  that  the  Macallister  buried  in  San 
Francisco  is  the  original.  I  deduct  as 
follows :  The  original  was  with  Phillippe 


in  1837-8  and  9,  so  in  1899  the  original 
Macallister  must  have  been  at,  the  very 
least  87  years  of  age.  Macallister  was 
taken  as  a  lad  by  Phillippe  in  1837 ;  a  lad 
must  be  at  least  15  before  he  can  be 
so  clever  that  a  magician  will  take  him 
along;  so  the  man  that  died  in  ’Frisco 
may  have  been  a  son,  as  Macallister  the 
original  had  a  “Madame  JMacallister” 
0x1  his  programme  at  the  Bowery  The¬ 
atre  August  nth,  1851.  On  this  pro¬ 
gramme  he  advertises  he  invented  the 
inexhaustible  bottle  in  1840.  His  first 
trip  to  America  was  1849,  so  it  is  out 
of  the  question  that  the  Macallister  that 
is  buried  in  ’Frisco  can  be  the  original. 
For  the  ’Frisco  magician  was  born  in 
1837;  in  1849  was  12  years  of  age. 
Perhaps  it  was  his  father,  but  as  to  that 
I  am  in  no  position  to  state.  In  my 
Robert  Houdin  article,  which  is  now  ap¬ 
pearing  in  monthly  instalments  in  this 
magazine,  have  quite  a  lengthy  article 
regarding  Macallister ;  also  shall  repro¬ 
duce  several  of  his  programmes  and 
photo,  so  do  not  wish  to  publish  those 
facts,  as  they  belong  in  a  certain  chapter 
and  must  appear  in  rotation.  But  noth¬ 
ing  that  will  appear  will  shed  light  on 
his  death,  so  if  any  one  can  assist  the 
S.  A.  M.  in  positive  facts  regarding 
this  man,  they  will  confer  a  great  favor 
all  around. 

^  ^ 

You  can  communicate  with  any  of  the 
committee,  who  to  the  best  of  my  knowl¬ 
edge  and  belief  are  Right  Ill.  President 
Francis  Werner,  Ill.  T.  F.  Fritz,  Ill. 
George  H.  Stipp,  and  Ill.  Harry  Houdini 
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I\Ir.  Harry  Houdini, 

My  dear  sir : 

Referring  to  the  article  in  your 
September  number  on  the  S.  S.  Bald¬ 
win  performance ;  I  have  been  convers¬ 
ant  with  illusionary  shows  since  the 
days  of  the  original  Anderson  The 
M  izard  of  The  North,  and  have  been 
regularly,  actively  and  successfully  en¬ 
gaged  in  every  form  of  amusement 
business  since  1865.  I  have  known  the 
work  and  personality  of  the  Davenport 
Brothers,  Prof.  Fay,  Charles  Foster, 
Robert  Heller,  The  Steens,  Washington 
Irving  Bishop,  and  every  entertainer  of 
note  who  has  ever  attempted  mind  read¬ 
ing  or  kindred  exhibitions  within  the 
time  of  my  experience,  but  T  never  saw 
the  mind  reading  act  given  by  Prof. 
vS.  vS.  Baldwin,  or  anything  nearly  like 
it  until  he  produced  it  in  America  about 
twelve  years  ago;  although  I  had  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  presentation  of  it  for  many 
years  previously  in  Australia,  China, 
Japan,  India,  Africa,  England,  etc.,  and 
I  firmly  believe  him  to  be  the  originator 
of  it.  His  first  imitator  in  America 
was  Anna  Eva  Fay  who  saw  the  Bald¬ 
win  show  in  Haverhill,  Alass.,  towards 
the  close  of  his  first  season  here;  since 
then  many  others  have  sprung  up,  but 
none  of  them  bear  any  better  compar¬ 
ison  to  Baldwin  than  Kankakee  does  to 
New  York;  and  if  copyright  laws 
existed  that  would  protect  such  mental 
effort  as  Baldwin  employed  in  origina¬ 
ting  his  act,  these  imitators  would  all 
be  in  jail  now,  instead  of  grinding  out 
an  existence  with  the  goods  they  stole 
from  him.  I  managed  Baldwin  for  a 
few  years  and  naturally  have  some 
knowledge  of  him;  we  hardly  ever 
agreed  on  anything,  but  I  never  denied 
his  ability  as  a  superlative  and  inimitable 
entertainer,  or  his  standing  as  a  most 
upright  business  man,  and  although  I 
have  no  business  interest  in  him  now, 
I  feel  that  he  has  been  robbed.  Even 
the  “Caution  to  the  Public”  on  our  pro¬ 
grams  that  I  wrote  myself,  have  been 


copied,,  and  anything  we  failed  to  nail 
tight,  they  got  away  with.  Further¬ 
more  the  title  “White  Mahatma”  I 
never  knew  to  be  used  in  show  litera¬ 
ture  previous  to  Baldwin’s  use  of  it,  in 
fact  most  of  his  copyists  don’t  know 
what  it  means — but  they  use  it. 

Yours,  etc., 

John  M.  Heckey. 
Manager,  Tour  of  John  Griffith. 
Alildred  and  Roudere,  etc. 

«  *  ^ 

Hornmann  is  busy  writing  us  that  as 
soon  as  he  gets  through  with  this  circus 
season,  he  will  positively  have  his  big 
act  ready  to  show  the  American  public. 
In  the  meantime  he  is  selling  Trick 
books  and  saving  his  loose  change,  so 
that  he  can  spend  it  in  the  machine 
shops,  which  have  been  his  hobby  for  the 
last  15  years. 

Powell,  it  is  rumored  will  shortly  add 
a  new  Illusion  to  his  act  that  will  make 
“them  all  sit  up  and  take  notice.” 

:i<  * 

Raymond  the  Handcuff  Mystic  some 
time  ago  played  at  Luna.  Park,  Pitts¬ 
burg,  and  made  “good”  but  he  should 
make  a  reputation  on  his  own  merits, 
and  leave  the  “others”  alone:  the  same 
thing  can  be  said  of  Sirronje,  as  well 
as  Butler. 

Can’t  they  convince  the  public  that 
they  are  good  without  dragging  in  the 
name  of  a  performer  that  has  had  to 
work  hard  to  occupy  the  position  he 
holds.  We  all  have  to  start,  but  let  us 
do  it  on  our  own  individual  merits. 


^ 

Shaw  is  booking  some  good  time  in 
America,  and  seems  to  have  the  entire 
field  to  himself  at  the  present  moment. 
Y'e  met  him  up  in  the  Managers  As¬ 
sociation  office,  and  he  looks'  fat  and 
prosperous. 

Roltaire,  who  does  a  very  pleasing 
act,  played  a  week  at  the  Keith-Proc- 
tor  14th  street  house,  and  must  have 
made  good,  as  he  holds  return  contrac's. 
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Paul  Eichelroth  is  reported  “Dead” 
by  the  Postal  Authorities  in  California, 
and  the  Society  of  American  Magicians 
would  like  some  definite  information  re¬ 
garding  Illustrious  Brother  Eichelroth: 
if  dead,  where  is  he  buried?  Any  in¬ 
formation  will  be  thankfully  received  by 
our  most  Illustrious  Brother  Secretary 
Oscar  Teale. 

>{i  Jjs  ^ 

The  St.  Louis  Post-Dispatch  Sep¬ 
tember  23,  1905,  has  devoted  a  page  to 
a  hazy  exposure  of  the  methods  em¬ 
ployed  by  “some”  of  the  “Chautauquas.” 
Some  of  the  material  is  good,  but  most 
is  simply  a  description  of  present  oc¬ 
currences  ;  it  is  well  illustrated  and 
signed  “W.  M.  S.”  There  is  one  trick 
that  we  have  never  seen  explained,  and 
that  is  to  go  to  a  public  library  and 
look  up  the  old  directories  to  trace  old 
addresses,  and  then  give  the  oldest  in¬ 
habitants  information  that  seems  won¬ 
derful.  We  know  of  a  Spiritualist  that 
had  access  to  the  Public  Library  in 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  he  would  hold  his 
seances  near  this  place ;  whenever 
necessary  he  would  sneak  out  the  back 
entrance  of  the  building,  rush  to  the 
library,  and  search  the  old  directories 
for  the  names  and  addresses  asked  of 
him,  and  always  made  a  hit  by  correctly 
giving  the  desired  information  to  the 
“Seekers  after  the  truth.” 

^  >1:  >1- 


We  wonder  which  “Paul”  this  is,  es¬ 
pecially  as  one  of  them  announced  him¬ 
self  as  the  “Greatest  Ever.” 

We  reprint  a  portion  of  the  critic  of 
the  Oakland  Tribune  November  22, 
which  says :” 

sli  *  * 

The  Bell  Theatre. 

Only  one  feature  marred  what  could 
have  been  the  greatest  show  that  The 
Bell  has  put  on  its  boards.  That  was 
the  overrated  act  of  the  so-called  Prof. 
Paul  who  terms  himself  “The  Handcuff 
King  of  The  World.”  His  work  is 
very  raw,  and  the  management  acted 
wisely  in  closing  him  after  his  first  per¬ 
formance  last  evening. 

In  his  place  to-night  will  appear  a 
good  comedy  act  and  with  the  handcuff 
feature  eliminated  from  the  bill  the 
show  is  a  good  one  and  no  doubt  will 
pack  the  play  house  to  the  doors  for 
the  balance  of  the  week. 

si!  *  % 

Hermann  the  Third  will  play  dates 
after  his  present  tour,  and  is  booked -at 
a  very  good  salary  in  some  of  the  Keith 
Houses. 

:i!  *  * 

T.  Nelson  Downs  is  booked  on  the 
Keith-Procter  Tour,  and  will  shortly  ap¬ 
pear  in  his  “Miser’s  Dream  act.”.  He 
promises  to  add  some  new  material, 
such  as  polishing  his  coins,  and  spring¬ 
ing  a  few  new  “gags.” 

First  thing  we  know  “Tom”  will  be 
doing  a  monologue  turn ;  he  certainly 
has  the  gift  of  “Talk.” 

*  * 


Any  magician  wishing  information 
regarding  patented  illusions  can  write  to 
J.  J.  Allen,  1019  Lament  street,  N.  W. 
Washington,  D.  C.,  as  he  will  be  pleased 
to  furnish  news  regarding  same,  and  is 
ready  at  all  times  to  correspond  with 
magicians.  We  met  the  young  gentle¬ 
man  during  our  visit  to  that  city,  and 
found  him  very  interesting,  especially  so 
when  conversing  on  the  Patented  Illu¬ 
sions.  Remember  his  address  for  fu¬ 
ture  use. 


The  Zancigs  are  in  New  York  seeing 
old  friends  before  they  start  in-on  their 
regular  season. 

Their  act  is  about  the  best  of  its  kind 
that  we  have  ever  seen,  and  we  have 
seen  almost  all. 

Whatever  code  they  use  is  a  good  one. 
and  if  Colonel  Zancig  will  ever  get  that 
scheme  of  his  through  with  the  “Talk¬ 
ing  heads  on  the  Wall,”  he  ought  to 
make  a  lot  of  money.  The  idea  is  good, 
and  ought  to  be  a  winner. 
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ANSWERS  TO  VARIOUS 
QUESTIONS 


Harry  Hatton.  Yes,  we  have  the  largest 
collection  of  Heller  programmes  in  existence. 
As  you  do  not  seem  to  know  where  Rabert 
Heller  is  buried,  we  wish  to  inform  you  that 
some  time  ago  we  read  an  article  of  “Forgot¬ 
ten  Actors’  Graves’’  in  the  New  York  Dramatic 
Mirror,  and  regret  to  say  amongst  them  was 
mentioned  Robert  Heller.  He  is  buried  in 
Philadelphia,  Penn. 

*  *  * 


H.  R.  Evans.  You  are  positively  wrong  in 
your  assertions.  But  then  we  are  all  entitled 
to  our  opinions.  Don’t  worry,  we  have  a  real 
picture  of  Pinnetti  and  shall  publish  it  in  due 
time.  For  your  forthcoming  book  we  wili  be 
pieased  to  give  you  any  information  in  our 
power;  adl  we  ask  is  credit  for  same.  You 
are  right  in  correcting  your  mistakes. 

Thanks  for  the  last  line  in  your  letter,  we 
hope  to  deserve  it. 

*  *  * 

A.  Roterberg.  Wrong.  Yes,  you  are  right. 
We  certainly  will  tell  the  truth  even  if  it 
hurts. 

*  *  * 

Appleton  Subscriber.  No,  the  Sphinx  is 
wrong,  or  rather  the  source  from  whence  it 
obtained  its  information  is  unreliable.  Harry 
Helms  may  be  the  writer  of  that  news  item, 
Houdini  never  visited  their  New  Jail  and 
never  made  any  wager  to  escape  from 
it  (as  Houdini  never  wagers).  It  is  more 
than  two  and  a  half  years  since  he  was  in 
that  town.  He  simply  went  to  Appleton  to 
see  some  friends  of  his  schoolboy  days.  So 
the  entire  paragraph  is  a  blunder. 

*  *  * 

J.  Nevil  Maskelyne.  Yes,  we  shall  do  so.  It 
has  cost  many  a  weary  hour,  but  it  is  now 
useful.  Many  thanks  for  your  well  wishes. 
*  *  * 

T.  N.  Downs.  You  paid  too  much.  But  if 
things  are  as  stated,  the  M.  A.  A.  will  abide 
by  your  decision.  No  siree,  bob! 

*  *  * 

Knocker.  To  H — 1  with  you.  And  all 
others  like  you.  We  shall  do  whatever  we 
feel  like,  and  no  amount  of  advertising  will 
make  us  change  our  plans. 

*  *  * 

Harry  Helms.  The  price  you  quote  as  be¬ 
ing  offered  for  your  three  books  seems  im¬ 
possible.  If  you  want  our  advice,  quickly  ac¬ 
cept  it  before  they  change  their  minds.  With 
all  your  y,ears  of  experience,  you  certainly 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  in  a  position  to  write 
good  material.  Can’t  use  it  at  present. 

*  *  * 

Kansas  City.  No  thanks,  we  do  not  wish 
the  private  history  of  the  party  you  men¬ 
tion.  We  shall  not  do  business  that  way.  It 
matters  not  what  he  may  say  or  do,  we  are 
going  to  run  our  paper  in  one  groove  and 
shall  not  deviate  from  its  course. 

*  *  * 

Anxious.  Yes,  the  other  Conjurer’s  Month¬ 
lies  will/  now  have  to  get  a  move  on,  and  you 
can  expect  to  see  much  better  editions  than 
ever  before.  For  that  we  positively  take  the 
credit. 


This  very  rare  photograph  of  Macal- 
lister  was  given  to  Savern,  the  magician, 
by  Macallister,  and  at  Savern’s  death  it 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Henry  Evanion, 
and  at  his  death  it  passed  into  my  col¬ 
lection,  which  is  without  a  single  doubt 
the  greatest  of  its  kind  in  existence. 


The  original  “Macallister”  was  at  one 
time  with  Mons.  Phillippe,  1840,  etc. 

Photograph  Hy  J.  H.  Fitzgibbon,  116 
North  Fourth  street,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


HARPINGS  FROM  HAYMAN 

There  is  evidently  going  to  be  “some¬ 
thing  doing,”  however,  between  Ching 
Ling  Soo  and  Carl  Hertz.  Soo  is  at 
the  Wintergarten,  Berlin,  and  has  re¬ 
vived  “La  Cacoon”  on  an  elaborate  scale 
with  great  success.  Hertz  claims  he  pat¬ 
ented  this  trick,  and  will  stop  Soo  or 
anyone  doing  it  in  England.  This  sounds 
good,  but  can  he  do  it?  “La  Cacoon”  is 
an  old  illusion,  and  I  believe  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  De  Kolta.  It  was  done  in  Amer¬ 
ica  and  England  by  many  conjurors, 
and  the  old  argument  again  crops  up, 
can  an  illusion  be  patented?  As  it 


f 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE 


54 

stands  now,  Ching  Ling  Soo  is  not 
frightened;  Mr.  Hertz  is  very  deter¬ 
mined,  and  there  will  probably  be  some 
important  “doings”  in  the  future. 

♦  ♦  * 

“Empress,”  a  lady  Handcuff  Queen, 
had  a  very  unpleasant  experience  at  the 
Palace,  Dundee,  Scotland.  Evidently 
she  was  an  empress  in  name  only,  for 
she  had  as  an  assistant,  a  young  lad  of 
about  1 6  summers,  to  handcuff  her.  The 
young  man  bravely  tried  to  do  his  duty, 
and  after  vainly  trying  to  lock  the  cuffs 
on  the  “empress,”  he  failed,  but  the  lady 
nevertheless  informed  the  audience  that 
they  were  locked  and  started  towards  the 
“cabinet.”  On  her  journey  the  manacles 
fell  to  the  floor,  whereupon  the  audience 
became  very  unkind  to  her,  making 
unladylike  and  ungentlemanly  noises  not 
unusual  to  the  canny  Scottish  folk. 
Some  one  even  went  so  far  as  to  shout 
“swanker”  and  “spoofer,”  which  is  al¬ 
most  equal  to  our  American  word  of 
“fraud,”  when  lo,  and  behold,  the  scene 
faded  away,  for  the  curtain  had  taken 
a  roll  of  its  own  accord,  guided  by  the 
argus-eyed  stage  manager.  The  “em¬ 
press"  made  a  quick  exit  amidst  the  de¬ 
risive  shouts  of  the  lads  and  lassies — 
hoot,  mon,  hoot !  (And  they  hooted.) 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Bodie  has  been  extra  busy  suing 
people  who  have  been  slandering  him, 
so  he  claims.  The  doctor  is  a  clever 
showman,  although  personally  I  have  no 
admiration  of  the  methods  he  makes  use 
of,  but  must  give  him  credit  of  winning 
all  of  his  cases,  thereby  obtaining  a  lot 
of  free  advertising,  which  cannot  be 
bought  for  love,  money  or  kind  words. 

♦  *  * 

Lieut.  Albini,  the  illusionist,  is  recov¬ 
ering  from  a  “nawsty”  fall  and  promises 
to  be  able  to  appear  shortly,  with  his 
“Queen  of  Sheba.”  This  week  he  is 
due  at  the  Metropolitan  with  his  “Lady 
in  Black.” 


T.  M.  Paul  will  shortly  bring  before 
the  British  public  the  great  lady  illusion¬ 
ist,  Mdlle.  Von  Etta. 

^  * 

“Lora,  the  thought-reading  parrot,” 
opens  at  the  London  Hippodrome.  The 
chief  item  of  this  “Lora”  is  supposed  to 
be  the  wonderful  memorizing  powers  of 
the  “parrot.” 

Each  member  of  the  audience  is  sup¬ 
plied  with  a  card  containing  two  hun¬ 
dred  rows  of  figures,  each  containing 
thirteen  numerals,  and  on  mentioning 
any  index  number  of  the  two  hundred, 
the  “parrot”  will  repeat  the  thirteen 
figures,  afterwards  giving  them  back¬ 
wards. 

5^  5k  Hi 

The  Melville’s  Moto-Girl  has  sailed  for 
Australia  to  fulfill  eight  months  with 
Harry  Eicards-  Any  one  wishing  to 
reach  him  by  mail  can  do  so  by  address¬ 
ing  Tivoli  Theatre,  Sidney,  Australia. 

*  *  5k 

Hans  Arwey  the  Magician  Mimic 
and  Animal  Imitator,  who  was  reported 
as  being  sick  and  penniless  in  Halle  an 
Salle,  died  July  22nd  from  the  effects  of 
a  fall  from  his  bed.  He  was  32  years  of 
age. 

Joseph  Hayman. 

5k  *  5}: 

Boston,  Mass.,  Mar.  12,  ’06. 
Mr.  Houdini, 

Dear  Sir:  You  have  proven  your  abi¬ 
lity  to  escape  from  securely  fastened 
boxes  and  baskets  but  for  a  real  test  of 
your  powers  I  would  suggest  your  try¬ 
ing  to  get  into  your  room,  at,  say  2 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  without  arous¬ 
ing  your  wife. 

Wishing  you  success  in  the  above 

I  remain, 

Yours  resp’ty. 
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THEOSOPHIST  CAMPAIGN 

It  is  announced  that  the  members  of  the 
International  Theosophical  Society  from  all 
parts  of  the  globe,  accompanied  by  their  presi¬ 
dent,  Col.  W;  S.  Olcott,  are  now  meeting  in 
convention  at  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
posing  “fraudulent  spiritualists  and-  other 
psychic  imposters.”  We  await  with  interest 
details  of  the  exposures. 

EX- EMPEROR’ 3  FAVORITE  AND  STAGE 
BEAUTY  IN  COURT 

Miss  Emma  Linden,  a  star  of  some  years 
ago,  and  the  recipient  of  many  valuable  pres¬ 
ents  at  the  hands  of  the  late  Emperor  Don 
Pedro,  is  the  defendant  in  a  prosecution  at  the 
Taunton  Court  on  a  charge  of  maintaining 
a  liquor  nuisance.  She  is  the  widow  of  Bal- 
brigga,  the  well-known  magician,  and  for  a 
time  was  proprietress  of  a  large  cafe  in  New 
York. 

Balbrigga,  assisted  by  his  wife,  was  the  first 
magician  that  presented  the  second-sight  act 
in  the  Spanish  language. 

DEATH  OF  FRENCH  AERONAUT 

At  a  time  when  many  artists  are  seeking 
recreation  and  rest  by  means  of  the  new  pas¬ 
time,  “ballooning,”  those  interested  in  aero- 
nauting  will  learn  with  regret  of  the  death  at 
Paris  of  the  famous  French  aeronaut,  Albert 
Tissandier  (born  in  Anglure,)  Department  of 
the  Marine,  October  i,  1839.  During  the 
siege  of  Paris  this  intrepid  adventurer  was 
attached  to  the  army  of  the  Loire  and  made 
several  gallant  attempts  to  return  to  the 
French  capital  by  balloon,  but  without  suc¬ 
cess,  and  since  the  termination  of  the  war  he 
has  devoted  nearly  his  whole  time  to  the 
study  of  aeronautic  navigation.  Gaston  Tis¬ 
sandier,  his  brother,  was  the  most  noted  of 
the  twOh  and  was  a  wonderful  chemist.  He 
was  a  writer  on  scientific  subjects,  and  one 
of  his  books,  “La  Physique  sans  Appareils,” 
has  been  sold  in  a  great  many  editions,  and 
has  been  translated  in  almost  every  known 
language.  It  was  published  by  G.  Masson,  120 
Boulevard  St.  Germain  Paris,  January,  1893. 
Gaston  died  September  8,  1899. 

JUDGE  AND  ACTORS’  APARTMENTS 

The  wife  of  John  J.  W.  Crampton,  an  actor 
who  has  been  engaged  with  Julia  Marlowe’s 
companies  for  many  years  past,  has  an  ob¬ 
jection  to  residing  in  professional  apartments, 
which  she  described  before  Magistrate  Sweet- 
ser  the  other  day  as  “dirty  old  actors’  boarding 
houses.”  The  occasion  for  this  outburst  on 
Mrs.  Crampton’s  part  was  on  her  application 
for  $20  weekly  allowance.  Ultimately  Mr. 
Crampton  agreed  'to  pay  $10  per  week,  the 


55 

magistrate  laying  down  the  law  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  declaration :  “A  wife’s  place  is  with 
her  husband,  no  matter  if  it  is  in  an  actors’ 

boarding  house  or  in  a  furnished  room  with 
a  gas  stove. 

The  judge  is  right,  for  many  a  magician  we 
have  known  has  found  apartments  such  as 
above  rnentioned  a  veritable  paradise,  especial¬ 
ly  if  they  have  the  money  to  pay  in  advance. 

RUSSIAN  CZAR’S  MEDIUM 

The  Rev.  May  L.  Pepper  is  looked  up  to  as 
the  leader  of  spiritualism  in  Brooklyn.  It  was 
commonly  reported  that  she  was  about  to  go 
to  Russia  to  interview  spirits  for  the  Czar, 
but  she  has  qualified  the  rumor  by  stating 
that  she  does  not  expect  to  go  until  the  revolu¬ 
tion  is  over,  when  her  services  may  not  be  re¬ 
quired.  The  supply  of  bombs  does  not  yet 
seem  to  be  exhausted  and  Mrs.  Pepper  no 
doubt  finds  healthier  scope  for  her  energies 
here. 

LAFAYETTE  DENIES  ALIENATION 

Many  of  our  readers  doubtless  saw  Lallah 
Selbini’s  graceful  display  at  Hammerstein’s 
Roof  Garden  and  envied  her,  enveloped  as 
she  was  in  her  light  and  airy  attire  whilst 
themselves  doomed  to  swelter  in  garments 
less  diaphanous.  She  is  now  the  centre  figure 
in  a  suit  for  damages  in  which  her  husband 
claims  $50,000  as  the  value  of  her  “alienated 
affections.”  The  “alienator”  is  said  to  be 
Lafaj-ette,  the  producer  of  the  illusion  known 
as  “The  Lion’s  Bride.”  If  alienation  be 
proved,  we  presume  that  Miss  Selbini  will 
repeat  her  bathing  act  in  court  before  the 
jury  decides  at  what  figure  to  assess  the 
damage.  Her  very  fascinating  display  should 
operate  as  a  determining  and  useful  factor  in 
the  assessment  whilst  also  constituting  a  very 
pleasant  diversion  for  the  judge  who  should 
be  greatly  assisted  in  his  summing  up  by  the 
exhibition. 

It  may  interest  the  reader  to  know  that 
Willy  (that’s  the  way  he  spells  it)  Pantzer, 
who  is  the  injured  husband,  is  of  the  once 
famous  Pantzer  Brothers,  Willy  and  Ernest. 
After  Willy  married,  Ernest  also  followed  his 
older  brother’s  example,  and  eventually  the  act 
was  given  up.  Willy  being  really  a  very 
clever  producer,  put  the  act  together  for  his 
wife,  also  building  an  act  for  himself,  and  as 
for  Ernest  we  have  never  heard  what  he  has 
done  or  intends  to  do  in  the  future.  Pity  the 
act  is  out  of  existence,  for  we  have  never 
seen  an  act  of  its  kind  that  could  come  near 
the  Pantzers  for  grace,  finish  and  ability. 

The  Three  Willi  Brothers  now  stand  su¬ 
preme  in  the  head-balancing  business,  unless 
you  would  call  Baptiste,  who  hops  on  his 
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head  on  the  streets  until  he  is  arrested,  for 
the  advertisement,  also  a  head-balancer.  It’s  a 
wonder  why  these  head-balancers  do  not  sufr 
fer  more  from  brain  troubles,  as  nature  cer¬ 
tainly  never  intended  the  head  to  be  used 
as  a  means  of  locomotion  to  hop  down  a 
staircase  or  up  a  street. 

*  *  * 

In  interviewing  Mr.  Lafayette  at  the  Belasco 
Theatre  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  his  dressing 
room  we  quote  his  own : 

“For  many  years  I  have  been  travelling, 
meeting  many  beautiful  women  in  all  stages 
of  life.  I  remained  a  bachelor  at  heart  as 
well  as  deed. 

“Stage  beauties,  no  matter  how  illustrious, 
never  attracted  me  nor  did  the  glare  of  the 
footlights ;  when  femininity  is  concerned.  So 
why,  after  all  these  years,  am  I  accused  of 
falling  in  love?  and  with  a  married  lady. 

“I  esteem  and  admire  Miss  Salbini,  for  her 
personality  as  well  as  her  cleverness,  but  am 
I  the  only  one? 

“Can’t  a  gentleman  admire  a  lady,  without 
falling  in  love,  and  being  accused  of  alienat¬ 
ing  someone’s!  affection? 

“Now  regarding  alienation  of  affection  I 
think  there  must  be  proven  first  of  all  an 
‘affection,’  secondly  the  ‘alienation.’  I  have 
never  heard  of  Willy  Pantzer  or  the  beauti¬ 
ful  Lalla  Salbini  till  recently.  One  I  have 
already  dismissed  from  my  memory.  The 
other  one — well —  but  pardon  me — my  stage 
manager  is  calling — I  must  go — yes,  I  am 
coming.” 

❖  ❖ 

The  Fays  Lose 

COURT  REFUSES  INJUNCTION  AGAINST 
LAMBOURNE’S  PARODY  ON  ACT 

Supreme  Court  Justice  Newburger  has  de¬ 
nied  the  application  of  John  T.  and  Eva  H. 
Fay,  known  on  the  vaudeville  stage  as  “The 
Marvellous  Fays,”  for  an  injunction  restrain¬ 
ing  Herbert  Lambourne  from  in  any  way  us¬ 
ing  the  name  “The  Fays”  in  his  plaj,  wherein 
he  says  he  exposes  the  Fays’  act  of  “wonder¬ 
ful  thaumaturgy.” 

The  decision  says  “A  careful  reading  of  the 
plaintiff’s  affidavit  fails  to  disclose  any  facts 
that  would  warrant  the  intervention  of  a  court 
of  equity.  The  motion  must  therefore  be  de¬ 
nied.” 


HANDCUFF 

SECRETS 

EXPOSED 


(copyright,  1906, 


BY  HARRY  HOUDINT.) 


The  following  material  was  first  in¬ 
tended  for  a  book  and  was  written  by 
the  author,  during  his  Tour  in  Great 
Britain  in  response  to  the  thousands  of 
letters  received  requesting  light  on  the 
easy  methods  adopted  by  his  numerous 
imitators.  But  not  having  had  the  re¬ 
quired  time,  the  book  was  not  published 
but  as  it  seems  a  fitting  place  in  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  Magazine,  it  will  appear  in 
Monthly  instalments.  In  reading  the  va¬ 
rious  instalments,  please  bear  in  mind 
that  it  was  written'  to  appear  in  book 
form. 

This  will  be  the  most  exhaustive  ar¬ 
ticle  ever  published  on  this  peculiar  mode 
of  entertainment. 


The  Author. 
*  *  * 


{Chapter  2  Continued.) 
OPENING  SEALED  HANDCUEFS. 

If  you  wish  to  have  handcuffs  sealed 
it  would  be  well  to  try  and  have  a  pair 
rather  large  so  as  to  slip  the  hands. 
You  can  then  easily  open  the  cuffs  by 
giving  it  a  sharp  blow  with  the  keyhole 
downwards.  Strike  the  cuff  where  the 
hinge  and  keyhole  are  on  the  heel  of 
your  shoe  or  against  the  floor  and  it 
will  spring  open.  I  once  used  a  plate  of 
lead  fastened  on  to  drawers  at  leg  above 
knee,  sewn  in  to  prevent  it  slipping 
away.  This  was  bent  to  shape  of  leg  so 
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that  it  was  not  perceived.  I  struck  cuff 
on  where  plate  of  lead  was  fixed.  This 
method,  however,  was  rather  uncertain. 
On  reference  to  illustration .  Fig.  D, 
— I.  you  will  see  how  and  where  I  hit 
the  ctiff  to  open  it. 


Fig.  D  1 

A  certain  handcuff  king  who  served 
eight  years  in  prison  for  various  offences 
claims  to  be  able  to  open  all  his  cuffs  by 
striking  them  on  an  anvil  and  it  is  true 
he  has  opened  several  pairs  that  way 
while  they  were  on  his  hands.  Once, 
however,  he  missed  and  struck  the  anvil 
with  his  fist  nearly  breaking  it — not  the 
anvil,  but  his  fist. 

Should  you  use  your  own  cuff  a  good 
idea  is  to  have  a  tricked  cuff  made — 
(The  Irish  figure  8  design  snap  lock  al¬ 
ready  referred  to‘,  Illustration  Figure  D 
2).  By  removing  the  strong  spiral 


A  Fig.  D  2  B 

spring  and  inserting  a  weak  one,  you  can 
by  merely  striking  it  against  your  limb 
above  knee,  jar  the  cuff  open.  “To 
Show”  how  long  it  will  take,  you  first  of 
all  lock  the  cuff  on  wrists  of  one  of  your 
committee  ■  with  the  keyhole  upwards  and 


Fig.  D  4 
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give  him  the  key  asking  him  to  unlock 
the  cutf.  It  will  take  him  a  considerable 
time  to  do  this.  You  now  ask  him  to 
lock  the  cuffs  on  your  wrists  but  this 
time  take  care  to  have  the  Iceyliole  under¬ 
neath.  (See  Fig.  D.-4. 

When  cuff  is  fastened  and  having  sat-, 
isfied  your  committee  that  you  are  se¬ 
curely  locked  you  enter  your  cabinet  or 
go  behind  screen,  and.  striking  the  cuff 
sharply  at  hinge  down  on  your  limb  it 
will  spring  open — instantly  to  appear 
with  manacle  opened  and  you  will  find 
this  the  best  effect  you  can  produce  with 
a  single  pair  of  handcuffs. 

In  addition  to  the  cuff  with  weak 
spring  already  alluded  to  there  is  a  pre¬ 
pared  cuff  that  pulls  open.  This  cuff 
will  lock  and  unlock  the  same  as  the 
usual  type  of  cuff  but  the  catch  bolt  has 
been  filed  away  to  look  like  a  V.  This 
cuff  opens  by  pulling  it  apart  as  easy 
as  it  closed. 

This  is  very  useful  for  rapidity  when 
you  wish  to  leave  curtain  of  cabinet 
open  and  you  remain  in  full  view  of 
audience  while  hands  are  locked  behind 
your  back. 

^The  Snips  or  Come- Along  as  shown  at  A 
Fig.  D-2,  when  placed  on  the  wrists  of  a 
prisoner  make  him  walk  along  as  meek 
as  a  lamb  by  the  constable  simply  twist¬ 
ing  the  wrist,  no  matter  how  strong  the 
arrested  may  be. 

Fig.  D  2  ,  .  B  shows  the  English 

Regulation  cuff  minus  a  chain. 

THE  MASTER  KEY 


to  open  any  of  the  foregoing  locks 
except  Plug  8  is  shaped  as  shown  on 
page  29  of  September  issue. 

When  using  the  key  one  or  two  turns 
suffices  to  catch  the  thread  of  screw, 
then  pull  and  cuff  opens. 

A  cuff  that  resembles  an  English  reg¬ 
ulation  is  one  used  in  South  Germany 
and  is  made  by  A.  Stotz  in  Stuttgart. 

It  is  of  the  ratchet  pattern;  (see  top  cuff  Fig. 
E  1  page  28.)  the  screw  of  this  is  reversed, 
i.  e.,  instead  of  the  ordinary  method  of 
opening  which  is  done  by  turning  screw 


Cuff  manufactured  by  A.  Stotz. 


from  right  to  left,  this  one  opens  by  turn¬ 
ing  from  left  to  right  and  is  known  as 
the  female  cuff  or  bastard  thread. 

THE  PLUG  8  HANDCUFE. 

Has  a  metal  plug  which  screws  into 
keyhole  to  prevent  insertion  of  a  key 
when  locked.  It  differs  from  the  Irish  8 
as  it  has  no  spring  and  does  not  lock 
with  a  snap. '  It  is  fitted  with  a  screw  in¬ 
stead  of  the  ordinary  spring,  conse¬ 
quently  it  cannot  be  pulled  open,,  but 
must  be  unscrewed  by  first  removing 
plug  at  keyhole.  The  head  of  the  plug 
has  two  small  keyholes  in  it  and  to  open 
or  unscrew  this  plug  you  use  the  fork 
end  of  key  (Fig.  E-2,  page  28,  Septem¬ 
ber  issue)  the  points  of  which  fit  in  holes 
'  in  head  of  plug  screw,  then  unscrew  or 
twist  the  key  from  right  to  left  and  out 
comes  the  plug. 

(To  be  Continued) 
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Frontispiece  to 

HOCUS  POCUS 

or  the 

WHOLE  ART 

of 

Legerdemain  in  Perfection 


Written  by  H.  DEAN 
The  Twelfth  Edition 
Glasgow: 

Printed  by  J.  &  M.  Robertson 
AIDCCXCVII 


Strange  feats  are  herein  taught  b\^ 
slight  of  hand, 

With  which  you  may  divert  yourself 
and  friend, 

The  like  in  print  was  never  seen  before, 

And  so  you’ll  saj^,  when  once  ymu’ve 
read  it  o’er. 


HOCUS  POCUS 


The  olde,st  conjuring  book  printed  in 
the  English  language  with  one  excep 
tion.  The  first  issue  of  this  book  must 
be  about  1620. 

This  fac-simile  of  one  of  the.  earliest 
books  on  the  “Art  of  Ledgerdemain,” 
has  been  produced  in  the  belief  that  it 
will  prove  interesting  to  lovers  of  the 
Art  in  the  present  day.  The  “patter  to 
tricks  on  several  pages  are  not  quite  suit¬ 
able  for  a  modern '  drawing  room  enter¬ 
tainment;  but  it  is  remarkable  that  a 
number  of  most  effective  modern  expe¬ 
riments  are  simply  elaborations  of  tricks 
at  least  two  hundred  years  old.  The 
Confederac}"  trick  contains  the  essence 
of  “Second  Sight”  before  Chev. 
Pinetti  introduced  it,  and  two  hundred 
and  nine  vears  before  Robert  Houdin 
presented  it. 

H  O  C  V  S 


P  o  c  v  s 


I  V  N  I  O  R- 


The  Jndtomie  of 

LEGERDEMAIN. 

O  R, 

The  Art  of  lugling  fet  forth  iahis  proper  colours,  folly, 
plainly,  andexaftly,  fo  that  an  imorantperfon  may  thereby 
letm  the  full  petfeaion  of  the  ftme,3ftcr  a  little  praftife. 

Vnw  eaeh  Tricke  fe  added  the  figure,  wtere  it  is  necdfiill 

Theftcend  Editim,  'with  matg  i$ddith»t. 

Bihili  quim  uMfsceie. 


Printed  by  T,  H.  for  R.M.  i  6 
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In  fact  this  book  contains  the  rudi¬ 
ments  of  some  of  the  greatest  feats  of 
the  present  day  magicians.  In  it  will  be 
found  the  card  trick  of  reading 
names  written  on  pieces  of  paper — so 
often  performed  by  certain  persons 
either  exposing  or  claiming  “Spiritual¬ 
ism”  as  an  actual  fact.  In  1882  Mr. 
John  Anderson,  a  printer  in  Glasgow,  re¬ 
printed  “Hocus  Pocus”  the  12th  edition. 
My  reprint  is  from  the  second  edition, 
1635,  being  over  two  hundred  years  ear¬ 
lier  than  the  12th  edition.  Mr.  Ander¬ 
son  is  no  relation  to  the  “Wizard  of  the 
North”  Anderson,  but  a  man  that  is  dcp- 
ly  interested  in  Legerdemain.  In  his 
he  writes  “If  any  persons  want  to  be 
furnished  with  these  books  they  may 
have  them  by  applying  to  the  shop  of 
Richardson  &  Kerr  in  the  town  afore¬ 
said.  (Glasgow.)  A  few  copies  only 
are  for  sale.  The  price  of  this  book  is 
six  shillings.  ($1.50.)  If  you  cannot 
raise  the  money  honestly  do  not  buy  the 
book.  J.  A. 

The  spelling  is  exactly  as  in  the  book 
and  some  of  the  words  are  not  as  used 
to-day!  Nevertheless  I  trust  that  it  will 
be  interesting  reading.  Some  of  the 
cuts  were  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Anderson 
and  were  used  in  his  edition  of  1882. 


Hicciiis  Doctius,  I635. 


In  the  various  editions  the  frontispiece 
was  changed,  and  I  never  reproduced  the 
earliest  one,  which  has  been  used  in  the 
German  translations  of  which  I  have  sev¬ 
eral  copies  dated  1667. 


Frontispiece  I635  Edition 

How  to  shew  the  Hen  and  Egg  Bag, 
and  out  of  an  empty  bag  to  bring  out 
above  an  hundred  eggs  and  afterwards  to 
bring  out  a  living  hen. 

You  must  go  and  buy  two  or  three 
yards  of  calico,  or  printed  linen,  and 
make  a  double  bag,  and  at  the  mouth  of 
the  bag  on  that  side  next  to  you  you  must 
make  four  or  five  little  purses,-  in  which 
you  must  put  two  or  three  eggs  in  a 
purse,  and  do  so  until  you  have  filled  that 
side  next  to  you,  and  have  a  hole  made  at 
one  end  of  your  bag,  that  no  more  than 
two  or  three  eggs,  come  out  at  once  ;  then 
)'-ou  must  have  another  like  unto  that  ex¬ 
actly,  that  one  must  not  be  known  from 
the  other, 

{To  be  continued) 
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Admission,  ONE  SHILLING. 

A  ver}'  rare  poster  that  William  Henry  Palmer,  known  as  Robert  Heller  used  during  liis 
engagement  at  the  Polygraphic  Hall  in  1868  on  his  second  appearance  in  London,  England. 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  anywhere.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine. 


T  E  N  T  H  Y  E  A  R 


MAHATMA 

The  Official  Organ  of  the  Society  of 
American  Magicians 

An  Illustrated  Monthly  Paper 
devoted  to  the  interest  of  Ma¬ 
gicians  and  their  art. 

Contains  new  tricks,  illusions 
and  news  of  current  interest. 

Subscription  -  -  -  $1.00  a  year 

Single  Copies  -  -  -  -  10  Cents 

Advertisements  -  -  $1.00  an  inch 

T.  FRANCIS  FRITZ 

:  :  :  :  Editor  and  Publisher  :  ;  :  : 

80S  HALSEY  STREET 

BROOKLYN  BOROUGH 
New  York  City,  N.  Y.,  U.S.  A. 
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T  K  e  W  i  z  a  r  d 

The  Leading  British  Magic  Monthly  Magazine 

Features — A  guinea  trick  in  every  nnniber  ; 
bright,  chatty  gossip  ;  humorous  patter  ;  valuable 
articles  and  interesting  news  items  from  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Profusely  illustrated.  6d  (12  cents) ,  post 
paid,  to  any  part  of  the  world.  Annual  subscription, 
5| — ;  six  months,  2j6. 

WIZARD  PUBLISHING  CO. 

4  St.  Alban’s  Place  :  LONDON.  W  C. 


OttaKer  FiscHer 

Official  Representative  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine 

Q— _ D  . 
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74-  Hnmbolt  Platz  Q,  Vienna,  A.ustria 
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TKeodore  Hardeen 

The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 


En  Route  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jinger  Bauer.  SO  Rupert  St.,  London,  IV. 


NOW  READY 


Special  List  of  Elntirely  New  BooKs 
on  Conjuring  and  Kindred 
Subjects 

Also  List  No.  41  of  350  decided  bar¬ 
gains  in  Magical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp.  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c. 

A.  roterbe:rg 

176  Ontario  St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter, 

48  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  :  :  :  Miss  Pauline  Cook 
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'  riagic  Catalogue 

■  NO  FREE  COPIES 
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BRITISH  MAGICAL  SOCIETY 

(Affiliated  to  the  Magic  Circle) 


Established  JS69 


pizzuj  ASD  Nomritj. 


1 1 1 1 1 Q I  flN  C  ^  ^  wvitacaRKSAM  iMPourtus  or 

— fon  Paclos  osrSTAoe. 


Meetings  in  Birmingham  the  last  Saturday  in  each  month 
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FRED,  walker,  Hon.  .Secretary,  385  Harborue  Road 
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B.  F.  KEITH’S 

THeatres  and  Vatideville  Booking  Circnit 


The  most  advantage¬ 
ous  opportunities 
offered  in  this  office  to 
Vaudeville  Artists  who 
are  desirous  of  engage¬ 
ments  covering  an  en¬ 
tire  season’s  work. 


Routes  arranged  by 
skilled  experts,  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  smallest  of 
jumps  with  a  minimum 
of  expense  in  railroad 
fares.  A  distinct  ad¬ 
vantage,  gained  only 
in  this  office. 


KEITH’S  THEATRE,  PHILADELPHIA 

Performers  will  do  well  to  write 

B.  F.  HFITH’S  Booking  Offices,  tSt.  James  Bldg. 

S.  /C.  HODGDON,  Booking  Manager 

825  to  828  St.  Janies  Building,  Mew  York  City 


Our  List  of  houses 
reaches  from  Portland, 
Maine,  to  Los  Angeles, 
California. 


Good  Acts  always  in 
demand  and  no  trouble 
to  Book  them  forty- 
five  weeks. 


MONTHLV 


CONTENTS 


Robert  Houdin 
Hocus  Pocus 
English  Notes 
Austrian  News 
Reading  and  Rubbish 
Jottings  and  Jumblings 
Our  Mail  Bag 
Handcuff  Secrets 


NOVEMBER  15,  1906 

Price,  fO  Cents 


66 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


TKe  ^Stadium 


Cafe  and 


R^estatirant 

GLANTZ  &  MAY,  Proprietors 

7^4  SIXTH  AVENUE  The  New  York  Hippodrome  . NEW  YORK 

ar 

THE  RENDEZVOUS  FOR  ALL  FOREIGN  ARTISTS 


Harry  Day 

THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arundle  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


Information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  -date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to  ■ 
speak  with  authority  of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  to  give  credit  t 
to  whom  crerlit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Eithos  and  Photos  of  magicians-are  always  solicited.  Whenever  ; 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible.  ‘  ' 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually  < 
compile  a  Magicians*  Encyclopedia* 

Address:  Conj\irers*  MontHly  Magazine  j 

_  278  W.  llStK  St.,  New  YorK  | 

NOTE:  Jiny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns. 

Kiudlv  raention,Coniurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements  '•  I 
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TAILORS 


QVlomgon’e  Catforing 


We  are  not  much  at  black  art,  but  we  have  a  faculty  of  being’ 
able  to  turn  cloth  and  thread  into  the  swaggerest  of  tailored-to- 
measure  clothes.  Other  tailors  are  wondering  how  we  can  give 
the  value  we  do  in  our  suits  to  order  at  $18. 

No  tricks  either.  All  fabrics  plainly  price-marked  and  you 
don’t  take  the  clothes  until  they  are  entirely  satisfactory  to  you. 
Samples  and  style  book  upon  request. 


106®! 08  FultpaSt^,  N.Y. 


ERNST  B  ASCH 


Factory  for  OMLY  the  largest  apparatus  used  in  Magic,  Illusions  and 

Mystery  shows  for  large  exhibitions 

In  my  factory  I  have  one  floor  devoted  entirely  for  an  auditorium,  in  which  I  have 
a  large  stage  where  all  the  latest  illusions  are  ready  for  exhibition,  and  j’ou  are  under  no 
obligations  whatsoever  to  purchase  a  pfenning’s  worth,  but  will  pleasantly  exhibit  any  Il¬ 
lusion,  M3-stery  or  apparatus  as  often  as  required. 

In  Chambre  Separe,  The  Doll,  The  Fairy  of  the  Rose,  The  Flying  Cage  with  Lady,  The 
Witches  Table  and  many  other  novelties  that  have  never  been  for  sale  elsewhere.  All 
illusions  done  without  dark  background,  without  glasses  and  without  traps  in  the  stage! 
Circular  Free.  ER.NSX  BA.SCI1,  Hano'vex*,  Germans^ 

(^Berliner  Tageblatt,  Sunday,  Jan.  29,  1006) 

“Secret  Hexentisch*  is  a  small  table  covered  with  a  black  cloth,  a  nod  of  the  Master 
“and  the  cover  falls  off  to  the  stage.  The  table  is  small,  can  be  examined  by  any  one  of 
“the  audience,  and  can  be  taken  any  distance  from  the  Master.  It  answers  all  questions, 
“tells  you  the  card  selected,  answers  mysteriously  by  ringing  of  a  bell,  and  will  also  per- . 
“form  all  its  mvsteries,  even  when  the  Master  is  taken  in  another  room,  ej-es  tied  and 
“hand  and  feet  secured  so  as  to  prevent  any  signals. 


SOCIETY  OF  AMERICAN  MAGICIANS 


Meeting  on  the  First  Saturday  Eve¬ 
ning  of  each  month  at  eight  o’clock, 
except  legal  holidays,  at  Martinka’s 
Magical  Palace,  493  Sixth  Avenue, 
New  York 


L’lLLUSIONNISTE 

Le  Seul  Journal  Francais  devone  aux  Magicians 

Paraissant  tous  les  Mois-fondd  en  1901 
abounement  8  frs.  ($1.60)  par  an. 

Specimen  Number,  0.75 

Editeur:  CAROLY,  fabricant  apparatus 

11  Rtie  Cardinal  L,einoine  Paris 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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Hello,  here  we  are  again. 

And  hope  to  be  “Here  Again”  for  many 
and  many  a  month.  Have  had  the  pleas¬ 
ure  of  meeting  quite  a  few  “Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine”  readers  during  our  va¬ 
rious  engagements  in  different  cities,  and 
shall  always  be  pleased  to  receive  a  “glad- 
hand”  and  a  few  News  Notes. 

Will  be  pleased  to  see  you  any  time, 
but  pick  out  a  time  when  our  business  on 
the  stage  does  not  keep  us  “hot-footing” 
away. 


Advertising  Rates  Payable  in  Advance. 
Discount  on  annual  and  semi-  annual  contracts. 

All  communications  must  be  addressed  as 
above. 

Material  on  all  matters  likely  to  be  of  interest 
to  our  readers  alwa3’S  sought  for,  manuscript 
must  be  marked  “Payment”  otherwise  will  be 
used  “Complimentary.”  Manuscript  to  be  re¬ 
turned  must  have  enclosed  the  required  post¬ 
age  stamps. 

English  Representative,  Theo.  Hardeen,  care 
of  Anger  &  Bauer,  50  Rupert  Street,  London 
W.,  England. 

Correspondents  abroad,  T.  Bolin,  Moscow, 
Russia;  O.  Fischer,  Vienna,  Austria;  James 
Eeahman,  Teheran,  Persia,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  is  not  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  opinions  of  its  correspondents. 

The  entire  contents  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  IMagazIne  are  protected  by  copy¬ 
right,  and  publishers  everywhere  are 
cautioned  against  reproducing  any  of  the 
matter,  either  wholly  or  in  part  without 
permission. 

The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  is 
for  sale  by  all  reputable  dealers  of  Con¬ 
juring  Apparatus. 


We  have  been  compelled  to  raise  our 
advertising  rates,  for  our  circulation  is  so 
large  as  to  require  us  to  more  than  double 
our  rates.  No  paper  in  the  magical  field 
reaches  the  masses  like  the  Conjurers' 
Monthly  Magazine  does. 

People  that  never  had  any  interest  what¬ 
soever  in  reading  a  Magician’s  Newspaper, 
are  now  reading  the  magazine,  and  we 
have  without  a  question  of  a  doubt,  more 
paid  for  subscribers  and  readers  than  all  the 
other  Magician’s  periodicals  of  the  World 
combined!  1 

This  means  all  of  them,  American,  En¬ 
glish,  German  and  French. 

Keep  us  posted  as  to  your  route,  which 
we  will  insert  free.  As  we  wish  to  be  as 
useful  as  possible,  we  will  have  a  “Letter 
Box”  and  y'ou  can  have  your  mail  ad¬ 
dressed  to  us,  and  we  will  only  be  too 
pleased  to  forward.  Naturally  at  your 
postage  expense. 

We  must  give  Mr.  T.  F.  Fritz  credit  for 
his  courtesy,  for  having  willingly  and  with 
that  “smile  -  and  -  good  -  fellowship  -  way” 
handed  over  to  us  the  special  drawing  and 
cut  of  our  European  correspondent  Herr 
Osey. 

Fritzer  we  hereby  thank  you  muchly,  and 
many  for  your  kindness. 


Back  numbers  can  be  purchased  by  sending 
Ten  Cents  for  each  number. 


Fritz  is  all  right,  but  he  ought  to  get 
his  paper  out  earlier! 
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UNKNOWN  FACTS 

Concerning 

ROBERT  HOUDIN 

Material'collected  personally  bj'  Harry  Houdinj 

(Published  for  the  first  time) 

(copyright,  1906,  BY  HARRY  HOUDINI.) 

«  ♦  « 

{Chapter  3  Continued) 

I  believe  Houdin  never  performed  the 
“Indian  Basket”  trick.  In  his  book 
(Secrets  of  Stage  Conjuring)  Robert 
Houdin  makes  many  grievous  mistakes, 
and  gives  us  explanations  of  tricks  and 
illusions  as  suits  his  fancy.  Perhaps  he 
never  wrote  this  book,  but  as  the  foot 
notes  bear  his  signature  he  is  the  re¬ 
sponsible  party.  One  very  grave  mis¬ 
take  is  in  his  explanation  of  what  he 
terms  the  genuine  Hindoo  Basket  Trick. 

The  Hindoo  Basket  Trick. — He  states 
the  child  is  placed  into  the  basket,  the 
Indian  fastens  down  the  lid  of  the  basket 
with  leather  straps  and  to  facilitate  the 
operation  rests  his  knee  against  the  bas¬ 
ket.  The  bottom  of  the  basket  being 
turned  towards  the  performer,  the  boy 
slips  out  through  the  cunningly  con¬ 
trived  “trap”  and  quickly  conceals  him¬ 
self  under  the  robe  of  the  Magician, 
whose  attitude  favors  this  concealment 
and  makes  it  a  comparatively  easy  thing 
to  do. 

This  cannot  be  the  way  the  trick  is 
done.  In  the  first  place  the  Hindoo 
seldom  wears  “Flowing  robes,”  and  ev- 
eiu"  Hindoo  that  I  ever  saw  wore  short 
trousers  and  stood  on  naked  feet. 

Hoffman  (he  of  the  “Modem  Magic 
Book”)  25  years  ago  disputed  this,  and 
with  him,  I  contend  that  it  has  never 
been  performed  by  an  Indian  as  de¬ 
scribed  by  Houdin.  As  the  Hindoo  bas¬ 
ket  feat  is  the  Hindoo’s  greatest  mystery 
to  the  public,  a  proper  light  thrown  on 
their  actual  methods  may  prove  of  inter¬ 


est.  The  trick  proper  consists  in  placing 
a  person  into  a  net,  in  which  he  is  firmly 
tied,  after  having  had  his  big  toes  and 
thumbs  fastened  with  a  small  bandage; 
he  is  then  with  many  a  groan  and  gmnt 
lifted  into  the  basket;  but  as  the  “sub¬ 
ject”  pretends  that  the  basket  is  too 
small  for  him,  he  really  is  seated  on  one 
side  and  keeps  his  back  in  the  air.  He 


Position  taken  by  “Disappearing”  Hindoo 
before  he  is  covered  with  the  sheet. 
You  will  note  that  he  is  seated  on  the 
edge  of  basket,  in  an  awkward  position, 
as  if  basket  were  too  small  for  him  to 
enter. 

The  Hindoo  on  the  left  is  trying  to  make 
you  believe  that  he  is  pushing  him  down 
as  far  as  possible  with  his  foot,  but  that 
is  only  a  “make-believe.” 

does  this  so  that  it  will  eventually  ap¬ 
pear  as  if  it  had  been  impossible  for 
him  to  crouch  down  or  around  the  bas¬ 
ket.  The  lid  of  the  basket  is  now  placed 
upon  his  back,  and  a  large  sheet  is 
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thrown  over  the  entire  thing  which  con¬ 
ceals  fiom  the  audience  all  the  move¬ 
ments  made  by  the  subject.  Now  com¬ 
mence  the  Hindoo  magic  words,  which 
mean  a  lot  of  yells,  charlatan  mo\e- 
ments,  like  striking  the  basket  with  the. 
sword  or  cane,  stamping  the  ground, 
gnashing  of  teeth,  and  then  the  cover  of 
the  basket  gradually  sinks  down  and 
the  basket  seems  empty  *  *  *  so  the 


Showing  how  the  basket  appears  after 
“Disappearance”  of  Hindoo.  Sheet  still 
covers  basket,  and  the  vanished  Hindoo 
is  lying  on  the  bottom  of  basket  as  illus¬ 
trated  in  cut  3. 

The  one  seated  in  basket  is  trying  to 
make  believe  that  the  subject  has  gone 
and  is  seated  in  basket  to  “prove  that  it 
is  empty.”  But  if  you  were  to  take  the 
sheet  away,  you  would  easily  see  the  de¬ 
ception. 

spectators  imagine.  The  Fakir  now 
takes  off  cover  of  basket  (but  the  sheet 
still  covers  basket),  jumps  into  the  bas¬ 


ket,  stamps  all  around  it,  and  takes  out 
the  net  in  which  is  found  the  turban,  and 
thumb  tie.  But  the  “vanished”  subject 
is  not  seen,  and  to  show  still  further 
that  the  basket  is  empty,  the  Hindoo 
sits  down  in  the  basket  as  in  illustration. 
The  lid  of  the  basket  is  now  replaced, 
and  under  this  friendly  covering,  the 
sheet  is  taken  off,  and  basket  is  tied  up. 
Now  recommences  the  Hindoo  magic. 
The  magician  is  a  real  actor.  He  seems 
to  pray  to  Mohamet,  he  gets  very  angry 
and  with  fierce  looks,  ejaculations  and 
with  muttered  curses  (so  it  sounded  to 
me)  he  grabs  up  a  sword  or  cane,  and 
jabs  it  through  different  parts  of  the 
basket.  During  all  this  time  the  sub¬ 
ject  (who  is  somewhat  of  a  contortion¬ 
ist)  is  wriggling  about  on  the  bottom 
or  side  of  the  basket,  keeping  out  of 
reach  of  the  sword ;  in  fact  guiding  it 
between  his  legs,  this  being  a  very  sim¬ 
ple  matter,  as  he  knows  just  which  way 
the  thrusts  are  coming,  as  they  are  all 
prearranged. 

By  this  time  the  Fakir  has  convinced 
you  that  the  basket  is  empty,  in  fact  he 
does  everything  (but  will  not  allow  you 
to  handle  or  touch  the  basket)  ;  he  re¬ 
places  the  top,  this  time  on  top  of  the 
friendly  sheet,  ties  up  basket,  and  again 
begins  his  bloodthirsty  yells,  screams 
and  starts  to  run  to  and  fro,  all  the  time 
playing  on  some  kind  of  an  instrument 
that  has  a  most  beautiful  tone,  some- 
thing  like  a  whistle  of  a  locomotive  when 
it  has  a  cold,  only  the  instrument  the 
Fakir  uses  looks  to  be  a  sort  of  a  flute 
sawn  off  and  hammered  down,  with 
a  tin  whistle’s  notes  inserted.  The  bas¬ 
ket  gradually  commences  to  rock,  the 
subject  or  contortionist  inside  raises 
himself,  and  when  the  noise  is  at  its 
height  gradually  straightens  up  in  the 
basket  and  raises  it  with  his  back  as  far 
as  it  will  go.  To  the  uninitiated  it  ac- 
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Cut  3. 


Position  taken  by  the  vanished  Hindoo  when  he  is  concealed  in  basket. 
This  is  not  as  difficult  as  one  would  think. 


tually  appears  as  if  he  had  returned  to  an 
empty  basket  in  his  original  position.  It 
is  very  deceptive,  but  only  a  Hindoo  can 
exhibit  it  with  success,  as  a  white  per¬ 
former  could  never  go  through  the  va 
rious  screechings,  imbecilities,  etc.,  that 
are  required  to  bring  about  the  desired 
effect. 

Sometimes  the  trick  is  varied ;  instead 
of  the  performer  being  found  back  in  the 
basket,  he  is  seen  running  towards  the 
crowd.  This  is  accomplished  by  having 
another  subject  that  resembles  the  orig¬ 
inal  as  much  as  possible,  so  when  this 
'“Duplicate'’  is  seen  the  spectators  gen¬ 
erally  imagine  that  he  is  the  one,  they 
saw  placed  into  the  basket. 

Hindoo  Performers. — As  a  rule  they 
are  very  clever  cup  and  ball  perform¬ 
ers  and  do  some  clever  work  with  tear¬ 
ing  and  burning  a  long  piece  of  linen. 

Lifting  weights  with  their  eyes  is  also 
a  delusion,  and  outside  of  their  regular 
programme,  I  have  never  seen  them  do 
anything  that  was  actually  marvellous, 
except  perhaps  to  show  their  marvellous 
nerve  in  presenting  their  various  efforts 
to  mystify.  But  the  public  likes  their 


performances  and  as  the  great  problem 
is  “To  please  the  public”  there  is  no¬ 
thing  more  to  be  said.  Their  Lotto 
Hubble  Bubble  Trick,  their  Dancing 
Duck,  and  Bandage  Cutting  Trick,  have 
been  improved  upon  by  European  and 
American  magicians. 

Have  witnessed  a  great  many  different 
troupes  exhibiting,  and  they  are  all  alike ; 
they  do  not  know  the  modern  sciences 
and  have  only  their  hackneyed  tricks  to 
fall  back  upon.  A  good  many  Hindoo 
troupes  have  been  brought  from  India 
by  Herr  Carl  Hagenbeck  of  Hamburg, 
who  owns  or  controls  a  large  tea  plan¬ 
tation  and  in  the  dull  season  imports 
whole  mobs  of  them,  and  has  them  ap¬ 
pear  at  the  Annual  Fairs,  known  in  Ger¬ 
man  as  “Yahrmarket”  or  “Messe.” 

One  of  the  following  photos  show’  a 
Troupe  just  landed  and  standing  in  front 
of  their  “Hindoo  Village”  and  the  sec¬ 
ond  shows  a  Hindoo  and  his  wife  im¬ 
proving  ( ?)  their  trick.  Note  the  le- 
gere  manner  in  which  the  gentleman 
stands  holding  his  horse-pistol  and  he 
must  be  a  daring  fellow,  for  he  actually 
has  the  pistol  trigger  cocked.  The  bas- 


ket  used  by  him  is  an  American  made 
one,  but  in  the  photo  of  the  group  the 
basket  is  one  brought  to  this  country 
from  his  native  land. 


A  Hindoo  and  wife,  who  have  escaped 
from  a  Regular  Hindoo  Troupe  and  are 
“fooling  -’em”  alone  on  their  own  responsi¬ 
bility. 

Photograph  by  Obermuller  &  Son,  New 
York. 

The  earliest  programmes  that  I  pos¬ 
sess,  of  the  Indians  in  Europe,  are  dated 
i8i8,  and  as  some  of  them  read  “The 
Indian  Jugglers”  lately  arrived  in  this 
country  from  Seringapatam,  Superior 
to  those  which  lately  left  England,’  there 
must  have  been  Indians  earlier  than 
the  Troupe  that  opened  up  at  23  New 
Bond  street;  the  Chief  of  the  Indians 
was  advertised  as  Raniosaniee,  who 
eventually  split  his  name  and  for  years 
toured  England  as  Ramo  Samee.  My 
latest  programme  with  Ramo  Samee  on 
it,  is  dated  Eebruary  9,  1846,  and  he  is 


For  Six  Nights  only.- 


BY  PERMISSION  OF 


iTtiit  ti&if 

In  the  Large  Room,  opposite  the  Custom-House, » 

IN  WHITEFRIAR  GATE. 

The  Inhabitadts  of  HULL  and  iU  Vicinity  are  tespccifuH/'  informed,  that 

On  Wednesday  Evening^  ^iig,  26, 1818 

And  Thursday.  Friday,  Saturday.  Monday  and  Tuaaday  Erenings  toUoaing, 

The  Indian 

Jugglers 

Will  exhibit  their  unrivalled  Performances. 

These  extraordinary  Indians  are  Natives  of  Seringapatam,  and  have  been  exhibiting  for  somi 
time  pastin  the  Metropolis,  before  many  of  the  Nobilit^y,  who  unanimously  pronounced  them  It 
be  the  first  Masters  of  the  Art  in  this  Kingdom. 


Amongsl  the  oumerons  Performonces  the  following  may  be  noticed : 

Various  Deceptions  with  Cups  and  Balls; 

CHANGING  SAND  TO  DI^'FERENT  COLOURS  ; 

A  SERIES  OF 

EVOTUTIOJV^ 

With'  Four  hollow  Brass  Balls,  about  the  size  of  Oranges. 

The  power  of  the  Jugglef  over  these  is  almost  rairaculons  j  he  aiusca  them  to  describe  evofy  possible  Circle—horliwtUll 
perpendicularly,  obliquely,  transversely,  round  liLs  l.cgs,  under  his  Ann,  aiwut  his  Tlcad,  in  small  uod  large  (.'ircunrfereoo 
with  woadroos* rapidity,  and  keeping  the  whole  in  Motion  at  the  same  time.  Tlii.s  being  the  sole  fruit  of  Effort,  Artivil 
quieknCAS  of  Eye,  and  ripidity  of  Motion,  no  one  who  Itas  not  witnessed  it  can  form  an  Idea  of  Us  excellence,  'llils  pift 
the  Performance  will  bO  accyujp.tnied  with  Music 

STRINGING  BEADS  WITH  HIS  MOUTH, 

At  (he  ratnc  time  turning  Rings  with  hit  Fingers  and  Toes, 

l&iivgr 


Feats  of  Balancing, 

In  which  one  of  the  Indians  has  a  School  Boy's  common  Peg-top,  which  he  commences  to  spin  with  great  velocity  in 
liand,  and  from  thence  conveys  it  on  a  point  ns  Ane  as  a  Needle,  which  is  hulanced  on  las  Chin,  and  in  tliiii'sUii.iUon  uia 
it  bow  to  the  Company,  while  revolving  on  ilic  before -meutioned  point;  andufterwiirds  restores  it  by  the  M'ord  of  C'oiiuiu 
to  the  same  Equilibrium  and  Steadiness  os  when  hrst  spun. 

Erecting  a  curious  Pagoda  on  the  top  of  his  Nose 

'  AMJ  REMOVING  THE  SAME  >>  ITII  SURPRlSlfi'o’lNGENL'lTY. 

His  manly  activity  in  throwing  a  Large  Ball,  the  siz 
of  an  Eighteen-poimd  Shot, 

To  diHereiit  parts  of  his  Body,  with  the  greatest  case  i  he  places  it  between  his  Ftcf,  and  throws  it  over  his  Should 
when  it  alights  on  his  .A.raj,  and  then  with  the  greatest  facility  throws  it  on  the  bock  pari  of  his  Neck  ,  and  after  dispL* 
ing  a  variety  of  Gambols  of  lhi>  sort,  he  hnally,  but  with  a  q^astcrly  jerk, 

Throws  this  Ball  of  Twelve  Pounds  round  his  Head, 

SVilhout  the  avsisiaoce  of  hi;  Hands;  and  several  other  AchlevemeDti,  loo  numerous  to  mention  in  the  iitsits  of  a  Hand 
The  numerous  Performauces  conclude  with  the  wooderfn!  Feat  of 

Swallowing  a  Sword 

Two  Feet  long. 

Front  Seals,  — Back  Scuts,  Is.  Doors  opened  at  Half  past  Seven,  afid  to  commence  at  Eight. 

N,  B,  Mr.'RA-MOSAMEE,  principal  Pci(brnn’r,  wishes  fo  intimate  to  the  Public  that  lb 
IS  no  truth  in  the  statement  as  to  one  of  the  Ju<*gler»  Jj'ii'g  in  consei^eace  of  5wttllo>sing 
Sword,  or  being  shot  with  a  Pistol  io  Ireland.  • 

*.»•  The  present  will  be  the  only  opportunity  of  seeing  their  Performances,  as-tb^y  IbImS  shov'lly  to  rtt«fO-W  W 
Topping  and  Dawson.  Prlntersj  47,  Lowgate,^i'oitV^ 

One  of  the  Earliest  Pragrams  of  the 
Indians  in  Europe. 
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Troupe  of  Hindoos  photographed  in  Vienna,  Austria,  on  their  first  appearance  in 

an  European  Country. 


engaged  to  do  his  solo  performances  at 
the  Garrick  Theatre,  London,  between 
the  acts  of  “The  Broken  Heart,”  and 
the  performance  finishing  with  “Mel- 
moth  The  Wanderer.” 

It  is  from  Ramo  Samee  that  the  jug¬ 
gling  of  brass  balls  was  made  so  prom¬ 
inent  ;  all  the  magicians  seemed  to  try 
at  this  date  and  introduce  it  in  their 
performances.  Juggling  balls  is  an  old 
art,  as  Strutt  in  his  “Sports  and  Pas¬ 
times”  illustrates  a  juggler  throwing 
three  balls  and  two  knives  into  the  air 
and  catching  them.  Strutt  claims  that 
his  Juggler  dates  from  the  Tenth  Cen¬ 
tury.  Ramo  Samee,  must  have  been  a 
very  clever  man.  Herewith  is  reprinted 
one  of  his  programmes. 

In  i8i8,  there  seems  to  have  been 
quite  a  lot  of  Hindoo  Magicians  and 
Jugglers;  in  opposition  to  Ramo  Samee, 
there  was  another  Chief  called  Kia 
Khan  Khruse,  who  had  quite  a  run  in 
England,  but  nothing  like  Ramo  Samee; 
programmes  in  my  possessions  date 


from  i8i8  until  1827.  I  have  a  clipping 
which  I  think  is  cut  from  Bell’s  London 

THE  JUSTLY  CELEBRATED 

RAMO  SAMEE, 

_  CHIEF  OF 

Hie  Indian  Jugglers, 

mricg  fimsbed  hit  Provioctal  EagAgCDcnlt.  will,  cot&meooe 

.  Of*  MONDAY.  JVLY  16. 

Abd,  for  •  ihoft  ptnod  go  through  tbf  »*hole  of  h* 

Extraordinary  Feats  of  Strength  and  Agility, 

222,  PICCADILLY, 

Couistiag  of «  fwfios  of  E'olotioM  with 

FOUR  BRASS  BALLS 

THE.  SIZE  OF  OHAyOES. 

Eii  power  over  theta  b  altaort  air&Cblous,  he  cawee  them  to  describe  eyery  |)«jble  dr^r 
■C^CPTiVTaT.T.Y  PERPE>'DICUL.4.RLY.  OBLIQUELY.  TRANSYERbELY.  ROUND  HIS 
UNDER  HIS  arms;  asd  ABOUT  HIS  HEAD,  in  Urge  and  email  Circiunferencos.  with 
1  rataditT  tba  wl»le  id  mption  at  the  «ne  time.  Thb  being  the  grand  rmdt  o< 

tet,  actiTj^^uickaeiof  the  eye.  and  rapidity  of  action.  Those  who  have  not  witoess**}  i^  c^iASOt 
m  aa  of  its  wcatlsoce. 

SEVERAL  FEATS  OF  BALLANCING. 

In  which  be  will  tatrodoca  the 

BuUding  a  Canopy  with  hig  Tongue 

ON  THE  TOP  OF  HIS  NOSE.  * 

AND  REMOTTNC  THE  SAME  VOTH  SLTIPBIEING  INGENUITY 

'SpinniDg  of  n  Top  on  a  Point  ns  fine  as  a  Needle, 

BALANCING  THE  S^JME  Olf  ms  CHIN.  , 

It  thb  fcteatio#  it  Bow  to  the  Andienc*  while  reroWng  on  the  hefore-mentioood  Point, 

and  afterward*,  by  the  word  of  command,  restom  it  to  the  *ame  Eijuilihrium  and 
Steadinesa,  as  when  first  Spun. 

rae*  ’ 

WONDERFUL  FEAT  WITH  LARGE  KNIVES. 
syr.iLLoyriNG  a  stone  the  size  oe  an  egoi 

•  Abo.  hu  manly  Aclirity  in 

Throwing  a  Large  Balllhe  size  of  an 
IS-pouqd  Shot 

SEVERAL  NOVEL  FEATS. 

Tta  P*rformaiic«  to  commence  every  Day  at  One  o'ClocJ .  mid  wery  Eveam, 
mi  Eiakt  o’clock. — AHmitUocc  each. — Children  Half-pnce. 


Program  of  Ramo  Samee’s  Entertainment 
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Liic,  and  IS  marked  i8i8  in  which  Kia 
Khan  Khuse  challenges  “somebody”  and 
I  think  that  “somebody”  is  Ramd 
Samee.  Here  is  the  clipping: 
Performance  to  commence  at  ONE,  and 
again  at  SEVEN  in  the  Evening, 
for  this  Week  only. 

A  CHALLENGE  EOR  looo  GUIN¬ 
EAS— At  the  WATERLOO  BAZAAR, 
adjoining  the  Panorama,  Leicester- 
square,  KIA  KHAN  KHRUSE  (from 
Lisbon,  instructed  in  the  Caves  at  Sal¬ 
amanca)  Chief  of  the  whole  of  the 
JUGGLERS,  who  has  performed  at 
various  Theatres  in  this  and  other  coun¬ 
tries,  and  in  all  the  provincial  towns, 
will  perform  some  of  the  most  Astonish¬ 
ing  Feats  ever  witnessed  in  Europe! 
His  performance  will  conclude  with 
having  an  immense  stone  of  1200 
weight,  broken  in  pieces  on  his  breast 
with  sledge  hammers,  with  perfect  ease 
to  himself,  and  without  deception. 

After  touring  the  provinces,  and 
showing  their  drawing  ability,  both  the 
jugglers  were  used  as  “fill  in”  acts  be¬ 
tween  Legitimate  shows.  I  reprint  hi5 
programme,  and  as  some  of  the  tricks 
are  varied,  will  speak  of  a  few 
them,  I  call  attention  to  his  swallow¬ 
ing  needle  trick,  which  seems  to  have 
been  resurrected  by  Maxy  the  Needle 
King,  and  is  a  trick  which  I  have  made 
use  of  Avith  wonderful  success.  Regard¬ 
ing  their  changing  the  color  of  sand 
trick  I  vvdsh  to  say  that  trick  was 
introduced  by  Pinetti  in  London  in 
1784;  a  critic  of  which  we  herewith 
reprint.  The  Press  clipping  is  dated 
London,  October  22,  1784.  It  is  either 
cut  from  the  London  Post  or  Gazette. 

^  ^ 

The  qld  adage  of  “Live  and  Learn,” 
may  be  sometimes  applied  to  the  most 
enlightened  characters.  We  had  an  in¬ 
stance  of  this  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the 


JBy  Particular  Desire. 


ne'P)ibUe  ue  ropectJal];  rafocaed,  tbt  In  cunaunaKgof  <bc  rar;  tatta- 
.  hg  neceptioD-of  th.  Indiu  Jngzier,  b.  will  Iktc  IB.  bofwur  uf  Pafomng 
:  and  hmabiy  loUiaH.ftnSa  ateiiMcaurf  their  PativBige. 

AT  THB  LONG  BOOK, 

Grijffin  Inn,  Ipswich, 

On  Wednesday  September  9,  1818. 

BV'  PEBlilS^OM  tv  THE  BIGHT  WOBSHIPFUL  THE  BAILIFFS. 


Hare  ben  ExbibHed 
be(a»  aareral  Bmochei 
of  the 


The  feOeeraig  Doarelle  and 
itxtMotdfaar;  Feati  of 
AGUm  and  DECEPTION 

of  <lf  nslanQ. 

And  olher  Oonntnea,  who  were  pleaaed  to  exprea  their  ararmeal  ^probation. 

iNCREDIBLE  AGILITY  OF,  THE 
HUMAN  BODY. 

TW  apmMd  bj  00  int  Aaatonb«h  nfldMy  A*  ilirUM 

Mp«ried(7  of  tb*  tnir  W01Ci>KRrUle  0KINO 

KIA  KHAN  KHRUSE, 

Utbra,— tamcat  h  tta  Cnaal  Salraoa), 

CHIEF  OP  THE  INDIAN 

(Prcfl«os  t*  kiieawiaidKt  hi*  rd(»seBMti  at  rbe  MrfypBtttM 
pumroftm  ftojix  or  Tut  moot 

Bw  ■riYncaarrf  ta  BVUO¥£Ul 

iSdA 


«iLi.£a  naocGn  aia 


Protean  PramformatumSj 

Eaiukilbl  tb  .au  K,oIiU«m,  Serrodaa  Family  be.  race  bateU 

mihteuu.f  Wiaaaraa  tb  F^rdtaarf,  mmjm  TWibr  a/ tTatar  a.aa  O#,  ht  mU  ftn 
tkroufk  i  HOOe  auar  aijbaaa  SMa,  aaiVtaat  akMannarttu  (ia  poatNaa  a<  (ba  Staaaaa/  md  wU 

tVACKOMBIS  H^OS,  WrrS ua  TOOTiS  UlSJtOVfui  mtdl  - 


LEGERDEMAIN  EXPLODED^ 

b  a  tahelg  of  JaggUag  with  SwonU,  fiama,  ChairM,  Utmr,, 

A  small  Bali  vrill  be  turned  into  a  Long  .Snake. 

Alas  SAEUY  ebaafadhia  WHEAT— THRSK  MtLUlfM  lalo  a  B'OREBS  FOOT. 
AadkevfitimaaalberlMaaMikevkkapiMwtty,  H 

He  «iU  mke  tbe  Cerdi  anreb  fram  tbe  Peck,  o»e  b;  Ma>  o^thtFleoraf  ^  R— ;  f>—f  tbe 
.  C«l9«r  of  SMi,  Ac. ttft  •  Bocde  of  Weter  bj  •  Strav  i  wMbe  BeR.e-CrG»a  peii  froa  mb  Cap 
to  ModMT  4t  10  TcHi  dbtaM,— cod  wkU  a  Ncaber  of  IfiSa  «■  %  Sbeat  of  Wnttef'Pafcr 


A«ci»  (Aoofb  U  bcf  baea  Hid  ba  rw  killed  io  parfoming  tUi  MoUiag  Trick)  be  via 

Catek  in  his  Hand  a  marked  BuUett 

Added  to  tba  Povder  toadiog  of  a  Plibjl  wblcb  mf  ooa  mnj  fin  at  bin 
He  •nififocFlatol,  ebvK«diriUiTw«!Te  Pina,  ata  Pack  of  Cktik  Bmo  ap;  aari  MgatkoPin 
*  la  tbaidedtiaal  CJM  proTioitBlj  dranaad  retajiMdtotke 

IFtU  a  raritf,  AStaKte£t^O  TRICKS,  too  wmmtnmt  to  mttrl. 

Hta  Perfomaoee  viD  coariode  wHb  bayag  aa  taBeaM 

STONE  0¥  TOO  WEIGHT 

Bnhx  into  piecio  on  ki»  Brmsf  wM  a  SU,o 

WU(r.«  fiwrbtlmjr.  .riw  -  ~  '  ' 


BOXES,  2a.— PIT,  b. 

TUintotbUerfE.  HUNT,  BooAreUw,  ud  it  iSe  ORimN  HW,  IFgIFIQB. 

IWr  n  id  f/xm  At  A‘£FBtV, -.tAul  tic  Pcrfcrmtacc  »  cemmemf  At  EtfS  Pdodi 

PBIVATE  PlIitWRHANCES  on  the  Ab««teM  ootioe. 


Program  of  1818  used  by 
Kia  Khan  Khruse. 
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Haymarket  Theatre,  when  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds  was  in  the  stage-box  to  behold 
the  extraordinary  deceptions  of  Signor 
Pinetti.  This  Prince  of  modern  Painters 
appeared  equally  delighted  and  surprised 
at  the  Italian’s  dexterity,  who  mixed  a 
variety  of  colors  together,  and  after¬ 
wards  would  instantly  separate  them  at 
the  command  of  the  audience.  It  is 
admitted  universally,  that  Sir  Joshua 
has  arrived  at  the  summit  of  perfection 
in  the  knowledge  of  blending  his 
colors ;  but  it  was  reserved  for  the 
honor  of  this  itinerant  Conjurer  to  in¬ 
struct  him  in  the  art  of  disuniting  them 
when  blended. 


Poster  used  in  1848  by  Robert  Houdin 
in  London. 


On  Tuesday  evening  Signor  Pinetti’s 
reputation  received  a  considerable  wound 
in  the  failure  of  two  of  his  most  capi¬ 
tal  manoeuvres,  particularly  in  that  of 
firing  the  nail  through  the  card,  which 
he  attempted  twice,  and  was  unsuccess¬ 
ful :  in  consequence  of  the  second  disap¬ 
pointment,  he  had  the  temerity  to  run 
up  and  fix  the  card  to  the  back  scene, 
but  the  imposition  was  too  palpable,  and 
met  with  a  general  mark  of  disapproba¬ 
tion.  He  was  so  much  dispirited  at  the 
event,  that  at  the  end  of  his  perform¬ 
ance,  his  interpreter  came  forward,  and 
told  the  audience  that  Mr.  Pinetti  was 
very  unwell,  and  did  not  know  when  he 
should  perform  again;  notwithstanding 
which,  candor  obliges  us  to  acknowledge, 
that  several  of  his  deceptions  Were  truly 
pleasing  and  .wonderful. 

It  was  remarked,  that  when  Pinetti 
v/as  in  the  act  of  taking  off  the  man’s 
shirt,  the  female  part  of  the  audience 
were  unusually  attentive,  and  every  eye 
seemed  rivetted  with  curiosity,  from  the 
wrinkled  Dowager  of  fifty  to  the  titter¬ 
ing  young  spinster  of  sixteen — October 
22,  1784. 

(To  be  continued.) 

*  »(t  ♦ 

When  completed  the  articles  under 
this  heading  will  be  a  sort  of  Encyclo- 
pa^'dia  of  Magicians  and  their  tricks  dat¬ 
ing  back  to  1&80;  in  some  monthly  in¬ 
stallments  Robert  Houdin  facts  are 
Hardly  mentioned  which  is  due  to  the 
necessity  of  showing  from  where  the  ma¬ 
terial  and  data  were  obtained  to  prove 
all  my  claims ;  but  all  material  will  form 
a  chain,  each  fact  and  date  leading  to 
the  other.  It  is  impossible  otherwise  to 
prove  my  statements. 


76 


THE  CONJURERS'  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Jl  Very  T{are  Houdin  Program 

From  the  Collection  of  Harry  Houdini 


andri  (Qr  rtfttt*  p«troix*sr  I 


THB  QUBEN, 

UlS  RO^AL  HIOKSESS  THE  PRINCE  ALBERT, 
her  ROYa-L  highness  the  duchess  of  KENT. 
THEIR  royal  highnesses  THE  DUEE  4  DUCHESS  OF  CAMBRIDGE. 

4J>0 

HER  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE  DUCHESS  OF  OLOUCESTEIw 


A  GRAND 


IMOHIilllS  FiTE 


IWCLUOIXO 


A  CONCERT  &  DANCING, 

IK  ^l>  OP 

13ai!)S  antJ  raa0|)^ou0E0  tor  itje  ilabouring  Classes, 


trlLL  IaU  PL*rB 

On  WEDNESDAY,  JULY  the  IOth, 

Vnder  the  Above  exalted  Patrona^, 

ii^r  'waaa><r>*3T  ojiiSjaia 

The  Reeideoce  of  ARTBCB  W*bstbr,  Esq. 
n'AtcA  hu  bee*  triMi  kindlj/  pla<ed  at  M/  ttupoial  o/  the  Ladiei  Patroncms. 


>/WCwee<- 


earn  fombmr  m  mlnnn  irrtUr*  o«  tl)»  loUowmg  amufi.  ©bo  battr  mo»i  ooUgingif 

oSrTrtl  it|r(T  aftsieUncr  « 

MADAME  GRISI,  MADAME  CASTELLAN, 

madlle  ALBONI, 

SIO.  MARIO,  M.  ROGER.  SIO.  TAMBURINI,  &  SIO.  LABLACHE- 

•  signo**  costa. 


CONDUCTOR 


A  TE.vr  WILL  BL  ERLCLED  IN’  THE  GROUNDS, 

l»  «PltN 

ROBBRT'MOUDIN. 

tTKe  AM  fl<*o  «pf:i 

The  Oroviadj  will  be  open  from  One  o  Clock  untu  Eight 

TICKETS  FOR  THE  FETE, 

TMt  NtMBtR  OP  WHICH  WILL  SC  LIAHTSO, 

Cao  only  be  procured  on  the  preseutation  of  Vouchers  from  the  loUovrmg 


Pccei»»  OP  SoHiRsrr. 

DtCHfi*  OP  RJC«MO^O. 

L'l'csess  OP  Dt*rJOAi. 
nrcifs>e  OP  Bxdpoap 

Dtcntte  CP  BTiXisPOa. 
I'ccuew  OP  Aiuoiu 

lUCHUP  OP  ilOTAOSl. 

1»ICK*M  OP  3rtKtPl.*At>. 
Dreuris  or  AAOVLa 
BUHCVIOKISS  OP  friltiBniT. 
aiAACAIOHIaS  OP  AbtMOK.V. 
>lAKO>iCMb»  OP  V.-*1*BPORn. 

or  PPCWHtO*. 
MAACblO'>tir  OP  EstTEK. 
>Ia)u:U10>I»S  op  AlLtPtirRT. 
M&Bcnio:'>S9  OP  Ct.».'Ri<:*AOS. 
M«RCCiOKs»«  OP  BptAt«;o«.yx. 
M«ncou-.vR>s  OP  Bi..prPORo. 
blARCBIOsUS  OP  D<.-rOi-4». 

L»PT  SsTUOrB. 


Cocrren  oP^atiriRnivo. 
Cooprrsi  Po*iO<R  op  Eusx. 
Coc.-atPi  OP  JiRiiT. 
Cor.PElSi  OP  roU.PTOA. 
Coppit»»op  KoNTtr,;*.*. 

Cor^Elif  or  MilVliPCRT. 

Cocptsir  or  Disaai. 
Corpus*  OP  CR»prK. 
Corptis*  or  tvitToi*. 
Cor.'-iti*  HRrT. 

Cor>-dtr»  or  Moriey. 
CorpTPfi  OP  Cbi.'O^kL. 
COr-cTtr*  or  Lic«iiito. 
CorpTEM  GR^ppIU-R. 
Cr-rKTtS«  B*m, 

LiPT  Jf«T*  RriiTlt, 
VlSCOCYTEM  ETPAfP. 
VibCor.PTrr*  rAiaspsTorr. 
VlKOrnit*#  C^RPIKO. 
ViACorm**  EiRiPOToji. 


VlKOCPTMl  JOCllTP. 

Vl*(OU>rrU'  A»BMP 
Coi'.PTe**  01  ri.*A*i.‘E. 

LaOT  E*>Pl*T  BRl'Ct. 

LaOr  C«OS>»POR. 

L*ir  Wiivofone*  or  f-»r*»r 
Laop  St*.>«h>. 

l.BP 

1.4PT  DrrriRi.s. 

L»DT  RORtrt. 

L<  OT  Bt»rp,i.r. 

I.,UT  lOOIltCRV. 

Lore  CR«.n«H. 

^Brxvow, 

V*>  »f  Vi-rrtF. 

BtROHTv*  tiOPii  De  Bcrui'.tme 
Tsv  L.OT  M*T^t<tsb. 

Hot*  M.bS  NOMO.n. 

XrS.  NIULA. 


H  O  C  V  5 

P  O  C  V  s 

I  V  N  I  O  R 

The  Anatomie  of  Legerdemain. 

Edition  of  1635. 

{Continued.) 

Put  a  living  hen  into  that  bag  and 
hang  it  on  a  hook  on  that  side  you 
stand. 


Single  Tickcl*  -  •  £2  2#.  each: 

Adduvmal  TvUitJor  .inmoTricd  Son#  and  DauglUrt  of  ih$  Marne  Family,  <ti  D.  eath. 

%•  Vonchere  wlU  b*-  exchanged  al  Mr.  MITCHEI-Vr  Boyal  Library,  33,  Old  Bond  Street 

ON  THE  larn,  Uth,  *pb  Uro  JUtV. 


O  ^ .  CroiboteFt.  \  4. 


The  above  reproduction  of  program  of 
July  19,  1848,  is  one  of  the  few  descrip¬ 
tions  that  is  authentic  and  unexag¬ 
gerated  in  “Memoirs  of  Robert  Houdin,” 
vide  page  343  of  this  book. 


The  manner  of  performing  it  is  thus: 
take  the  egg  bag  and  put  both  your  hands 
in  it,  and  turn  it  inside  out,  and  say, 
“Gentlemen,  you  see  there  is  nothing  in 
my  bag ;  and  in  turning  it  again  you  must 
slip  some  of  the  eggs  out  of  the  purses, 
as  many  as  you  see  fit,  and  then  turn 
your  bag  again,  and  in  turning  it  again, 
you  command  more  eggs  to  come  out, 
and  when  all  is  come  out  but  one,  you 
must  take  that  egg  and  shew  it  to  the  com¬ 
pany  and  then  drop  down  your  egg  bag, 
and  take  up  your  Henbag,  and  to  shake 
out  your  hen,  pigeon  or  any  fowl.  This 
is  a  noble  fancy  if  well  handled. 

(To  be  continued) 
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Notes 

From 

Theo. 

Hardeerit 

Our 

Official 

European 

Corre¬ 

spondent 


Am  back  again  in  London,  after  a 
short  skirmish  in  the  Provincial  ‘‘Bergs” 
and  very  glad  of  it.  Here  in  England, 
no  matter  where  you  go,  in  speaking  of 
London,  you  alw^ays  say  “In  Town”  as 
it  is  conceded  by  all  that  London  Eng¬ 
land  is  London,  England.  Not  a  sol¬ 
itary  Magician  or  Handcuff  King  in 
sight,  and  am  feeling  a  bit  lonesome  to 
think  that  we  have  no  men  of  Mystery 
working  at  the  “  ‘alls.”  The  only  ex¬ 
citement  that  I  have  had  was,  hearing 
that  Germaine,  the  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
klagician  had  made  the  biggest  jump  in 
the  British  Isles,  from  London,  Eng¬ 
land,  to  Glasgow,  Scotland,  to  open  on 
a  Monday  niorning,  and  found  to  his 
surprise  that  the  manager  claimed  he 
had  not  been  booked.  Now  Germaine 
may  think  that  this  is  hard  luck,  and 
should  he  sue  the  manager,  he  is  cer¬ 
tain  of  winning,  but  let  me  tell  you  right 
here  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
propositions  to  make  a  hit  in  this  hall, 
and  as  Germaine  is  a  clever  society  ne¬ 
cromancer,  he  does  not  know  what  he 
missed  by  not  opening  at  the  Queen’s  in 
Glasgow.  I  once  had  the  fortune  of 
witnessing  an  “Amateur”  performance 
when  Barney  Armstrong  reigned  su¬ 


preme  in  that  hall,  and  it  was  wmrth 
while  travelling  hundreds  of  miles  to 
watch  that  audience.  How  they  yelled 
and  “Birded”  any  talent  that  was  not 
up  to  the  required  mark ! 

So  Mr.  Germaine  the  silver  lining  in 
that  cloud  was  that  you  did  not  have 
to  spend  a  tough  week. 

*  *  ♦ 

Sid  Macaire,  who  once  was  a  resident 
of  Chicago,  Ilk,  is  now  the  Resident 
Manager  of  The  Empire  Theatre,  Bris¬ 
tol.  He  has  taken  the  place  of  Mana¬ 
ger  Fred  Leighton,  who  is  now  on  the 
staff  of  the  London  Alhambra  Theatre, 
and  has  worked  himself  up  to  his 
present  position  by  sheer  hard  work  and 
ability. 

Macaire  was  Secretary  for  Houdini 
in  the  latter’s  last  tour  in  England;  he 
also  was  with  Chung  Ling  Soo,  but  left 
to  accept  the  assistant  managership  of 
the  Bristol  Empire. 

♦  *  * 

Kuroki  the  young  London  Magician 
with  the  Japanese  name,  was  at  the 
Theatre  Royal,  Bolton,  and  managed  to 
make  “them”  believe  he  was  a  Jap.  He 
does  a  very  clever  little  show, 

*  *  * 

Anna  May  Abbot  is  on  the  Moss 
&  Stoll  Tour,  and  has-  been  topping  the 
bill  all  over  the  tour.  When  playing 
Dublin,  her  manager  was  seen  going  to 
the  Post  office  with  a  huge  bundle  of 
“Posters”  wrapped  up  and  marked 
ready  to  send  to  America. 

*  *  * 

In  Dublin  at  the  same  time  we  had 
Fasola  the  Indian  Fakir  at  the  Tivoli, 
and  Allan  McAskell,  a  smart  and  hu¬ 
morous  Magician  entertained  at  the 
Round  Room  Rotunda  with  Pool’s 
Myriorama.  This  is  the  place  that  John 
Henry  Anderson  engaged  on  his  regular 
tours,  and  always  managed  to  pack 
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“them  in,”  In  this  town  Anderson  had 
his  bills  printed  in  the  Gaelic  language, 
and  these  bills  are  now  very  scarce. 

*  *  * 

Jacques  Inaudi  the  Rapid  and  Mys¬ 
terious  Calculator  is  on  the  Robinson 
Circuit,  and  manages  to  draw  very  well. 
He  is  beginning  to  speak  English  and 
may  “tell  the  tale”  in  the  Theatres  him¬ 
self. 

*  ♦  ♦ 

Kahn  &  Kahn  were  at  the  Palace 
Theatre,  Hull.  Very  clever  show. 

*  » 

At  the  Lancaster  Hippodrome  Cliquot 
the  sword  swallower  is  “making  good.” 
He  has  added  a  few  peculiar  feats,  such 
as  swallowing  a  watch,  an  electric  light, 
a  cane,  and  an  umbrella.  He  is  the 
gentleman  that  nearly  was  killed  in  an 
hospital  in  New  York,  whilst  giving  an 
exhibition;  for  one  Medico  thinking  it 
was  all  fake,  ran  from  his  seat  and 
pulled  all  the  swords  from  Qiquot’s 
throat,  thereby  causing  him  to  bleed  so 
much  that  his  life  was  despaired  of. 

There  is  no  danger  in  sword  swallowing 
when  the  swords  are  taken  out  one  by 
one,  but  when  the  smooth  thin  flat 
blades  are  taken  out  all  at  once,  it  is 
dangerous.  This  is  the  only  accident 

of  which  I  ever  heard,  and  in  my  travels 
have  seen  many  and  many  a  “sword” 
swallower  in  the  various  dining  rooms 
I  have  visited. 

*  *  * 

Jean  Suel  is  still  presenting  his  Black 
Art  in  a  single  act,  and  goes  along  from 
season  to  season,  pleases  them  all,  and 
never  bothers  any  one. 

*  *  * 

Walton  &  Lester,  The  World’s  Worst 
Wizards  have  added  a  few  new  ex¬ 
posures  to  their  “Muddling  Magicians” 
and  are  “touring.”  This  is  an  act  that 
would  do  well  in  America,  but  the 


S.  A.  M.  would  frown  on  many  of  their 
deeds.  Still  they  provoke  many  a 
hearty  laugh,  and  managers  seem  to 

book  them  all  the  time. 

*  *  * 

In  one  week  in  Morecambe  were 
Loudon  Cameron  at  the  Alhambra  and 
H.  Pawson  at  the  Wintergartens.  Both 
artists  pleased  with  their  various  feats 
of  Magic. 

*  *  * 

Alberto  the  eccentric  Magician  “kid¬ 
ded”  them  along  at  the  Margate  Hall- 
by-the-Sea. 

*  * 

W.  F.  Frame  the  Scotch  Comedian 
is  “travelling”  his  own  show,  and  on 
his  programme  at  the  Town  Hall  in 
Paisley  he  has  billed  a  magician  called 
Mons.  De  Li.  Wonder  from  where  he 
came? 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Picitt  &  Lizette  are  doing  well  in  a 
novel  act  which  they  have  named  “The 
Crazy  Cook,”  and  manage  to  introduce 
several  interesting  illusionary  effects. 

*  *  * 

Cull-Pitt,  I  think  he  does  “Handcuff¬ 
ing,”  was  billed  at  the  Wallsall,  Her 
Majesty’s  Theatre. 

*  4:  * 

Sacco,  The  Fasting  Man  is  in  Eng¬ 
land  looking  for  engagements.  This  is 
the  “Faster”  that  they  seal  up  in  a 
glass  house  and  watch  that  he  does  not 
“eat”  for  the  stipulated  time. 

*  *  * 

De  Courtray  who  is  an  Illusionist,  In¬ 
ventor  and  Scenic  Painter,  is  well 
known  as  a  man  that  will  build  any  il¬ 
lusion  in  any  shape  you  wish.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  Stage  attractions, 
and  has  really  staged  some  clever  ideas. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Walford  Bodie  is  back  again  in 
the  Stoll  fold,  and  has  been  doing  a  big 
business  almost  every  where. 
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The  Franko  Brothers,  the  J^Iidget 
Magicians  are  “doing  it”  along  the 
Macnaughten  Circuit.  Their  act  is  well 
presented  and  as  they  hold  contracts 
for  a  long  time  to  come,  there  is  noth' 
ing  more  to  say  regarding  them. 

sK  * 

Lieut.  Albini  (no  relation  to  Herbert 
Albini  the  IMagician  who  macl,e  the  egg 
bag  famous  in  America)  is  presenting 
“The  Lady  in  Black  ”  He  was  at  the 
Blackpool  Hippodrome  for  se\eral 
weeks. 


to,  and  that  any  illusionist  could  pro¬ 
duce  a  ghost  when  you  have  to  sit  down 
in  the  audience  and  watch  it.  IMr. 
Maskelyne  will  certainly  force  the  issue, 
and  claims  that  if  he  is  not  handed  over 
that  £1000,  he  will  go  to  the  courts  for 
it. 

The  battle  ought  to  be  interesting. 
The  present  effect  is  that  IMaskelyne 
again  has  a  “money-making”  perform¬ 
ance. 

The  London  Express  October  9th  has 
a  full  column  of  the  affair,  and  in  this 


MASKELYNE  MATERIALIZES  A  £L0C0  GHOST 


Mr.  J.  X.  Maskelyne  and  Archdeacon 
Colly  are  now  the  talk  of  England. 
Maskelyne  claims  that  he  has  produced 
a  “Ghost.”  as  per  the  stipulations  of  Mr. 
Colly,  but  right  here  these  gentle¬ 
men  differ.  Archdeacon  Colly  claims 
^hat  his  conditions  were  not  adhered 


column  Archdeacon  Colly,  makes  a  state¬ 
ment  that  -his  last  letter  was  not  read 
or  published,  in  which  he  wishes  to  have 
the  “Ghost”  appear  with  a  committee  of 
six  and  a  referee. 

If  the  “Ghost”  will  appear  under  the 
same  conditions  that  it  appeared  to 
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Archdeacon  Colly  under  the  guidance  of 
Dr.  Monck  years  and  years  ago,  then 
the  money  will  certainly  have  to  be  paid. 

All  I  have  to  say  is  that  this  affair 
IS  creating  a  good  deal  of  ‘Tree  Adver¬ 
tising”  and  as  to  the  outcome?  *  *  *  well 
we  must  wait  and  see. 

*  * 

There  is  a  young  man  over  here  call¬ 
ing  himself  “Melrose”  The  Mystic,-'  who 
has  some  novel  ideas ;  he  has  'had  a 
special  safe  constructed  into  which  he  is 
locked,  and  after  a  short  space  of  time 
manages  to  make  his  escape.  He  has  a 
partner,  “Paul”  and  they  claim  that  be¬ 
tween  themselves  they  can  open  any 
safe  in  England. 

*  *  * 

J.  F.  Burroughs  of  Birkenhead,  Eng- 


poses  in  the  library  of  Harry  Houdini. 
*  *  * 

Playfair  &  Nikola  are  also  doing  a 
paper  tearing  act  being  billed  as  Pa- 
piero-graphists. 

Melot  Hermann  is  still  in  the  Prov¬ 
inces  and  making  money.  It  is  not  very 
w”ell  known  that  Carl  Edward  Poliak 
booked' hirrt,  arid  only  on  the  strength  of 
the  “Real  Flowers  from  the  Hat  Trick.” 
Melot  has  been  saving  his  money  and 
soon  will  be  able  to  retire  to  his  beloved 
France,  and  “do”  nothing  at  all.  Ma¬ 
dame  Melot  ’has  some''' very  gorgeous 
costumes,  and  is  a  very  capable  assist¬ 
ant.  Melot  carries  a  huge  bank  lock, 
which  he  hangs  on  the  door  of  his  dress¬ 
ing  room,  and  insists  that  the  stage  be 


land,  is  soon  to  publish  a  book  in^whi'ch  *  kept  clear  -whilg  he  is  on;  I  never'  sa-w 
will  be  reproduced  all  the’  programmes  ^  magician  that  tried  to  keep  his  tricks 
of  the  various  magicians  IrorfiVi 868  up  so  secret.^  T  hear  one  time  in  Prag, 
to  1606.  We  are  awaiting  its^appear-  Austria,  he  tbi^eatened  a  fireman  with  a 
ance,  and  hope  it  will  “make  ^od.”  '  knife,  -  fpr  refusing  to  vacate  his  spot 

*  *  '  on  the  .  stage.  .Melot  was  fined,  and  es- 

At  the  same  time  we  find  in  Black-  caped  by  saying  that’ he  only  said  it  in 
pool,  Yettanah  a  Japanese  M'agiciach  at  -  ‘Tan.”  He  is  worthy  of  being  brought 
the  Hippodrome  and  Roberto,  Sleight  of fo  America,  .^.  and  will  show  us  Ameri- 
Hand  adept  at  the  Gaiety.  '  cans  how.Ito'do  the  Flag  trick. 

^  ^  ^  t  ^  3|i  I 


Mint  &  Mart  are  introducing  a  novel 
paper  tearing  act,  and  with  this''- alone 
have  made  a  very  interesting  show.'  But  " 
I  wonder  if  they  have  everrseen  Morton 
and  Elliot?  What  would- Old  Man  King 
the  Paper  King  of  the  Dime  Museums- 
have  to  say  ?  Wonder  where  the  old 
gentleman  is,  have  not  heard  of  him 
in  many  a  year.  He  was  at  one  time 
supposed  to  be  the  greatest  paper  tearer 
in  the  world:  He  personally  informed 
me  that  he  had  invented  the  paper  fold¬ 
ing  feat,  but  as  years  rolled  on,  I  found 
out  that  he  w’as  “Josshing”  me,  for  the 
trick  or  pastime  is  described  in  the 
1635  edition  of  Hocus  Pocus  which  re- 


Curtis  Leo  is  gradually  rising  in  the 
World  of  magic.  He  has  combined 
Juggling  with  magic,  and  if  his  magic 
improves  as  much  as  his  juggling,  he 
will  be  hard  to  beat  as  a  necromancer. 

’  •  *  *  >ic  1 

The  Vari'ety  Artists  Federation  has 
been  debating  for  months  past  on  that 
most  important  subject,  “The  Quietus  of 
the  Tipping  System”  and  it  seems  that 
from  January  i,  1907,  the  Tipping  Hab¬ 
it  will  receive  a  blow  in  the  solar  plexus. 
They  maintain  that  the  wages  are  not  as 
good  as  they  ought  to  b®  for  the  lower 
class  of  workers  in  the  Music  Halls, 
and  that  by  entirely  abolishing  the  tip- 
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ping  system,  it  will  make  things  more 
agreeable  all  around.  It  is  alright  to  tip 
a  man  that  assists  or  helps  you  in  any 
part  of  your  performance,  but  when  you 
have  to  tip  the  man  that  “saw  you  come 
in,”  then  it  is  not  pleasant.  Personally 
it  does  not  affect  me  one  way  or  the 
other,  but  I  am  thinking  of  the  poor  little 
“few  pounds  per  week  pro”  (that  ac¬ 
tually  cannot  afford  to  tip  them  )as  he 
leaves  the  stage  door.  IMany  indeed 
have  I  seen  sneak  out  like  a  thief  in  the 
dark,  simply  because  they  could  not  see 
their  way  clear  to  tip  all  the  “Hand¬ 
shakers”  as  they  bade  them  good  bye. 

*  *  * 

% 

De  Biere  the  Magician  who  has  made 
a  host  of  friends  by  his  very  gentlemanly 
manner,  seems  to  be  afflicted  with  the 
same  disease  that  has  attacked  his  supe¬ 
rior  Goldin.  He  may  have  to  get  his 
hat  especially  made  or  else  get  some  one 
to  read  an  English  book  to  him,  the  title 
of  which  might  be  “Rules  on  Etiquette,” 
or  “Who  Hit  Him  With  a  Club?”  He 
begged  me  to  introduce  him  to  Mr. 
Harry  Day,  the  Agent,  and  after  doing 
so,  was  offered  work  by  Mr.  Day  at  De 
Biere’s  asked-for  salary. 

Did  De  Biere  accept?  Certainly  not, 
he  returned  them  and  added  insult  by 
writing  a  most  uncalled  for  letter  to  Mr. 
Day,  informing  him  that  he  would  not 
accept  work  from  his  Agency  at  iioo 
per  week ! !  De  Biere,  don't  do  things 
so  unworthy  of  yourself,  as  by  such  ac¬ 
tions  one  readily  loses  even  steadfast 
friends. 

*  *  * 

Regarding  my  letter  in  which  I  men¬ 
tion  Oswald  Williams,  the  man  that  ad¬ 
vertises  nine  illusions  in  a  minute  and 
a  half,  it  is  reported  to  me  that  his  as¬ 
sistants  look  so  much  like  him  that  after 
he  makes  his  various  changes  the  audi¬ 
ence  does  not  know  what  has  happened. 


We  Hereby  Introduce  to  Our 
l^eaders  Herr  Ottokar  Fischer. 


From  Our  Ozvn  Special  Viennese 
Correspondent,  Herr  Ottokar  Fischer. 

This  gentleman  has  gone  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  trouble  of  learning  to  speak  the 
English  Language  so  that  he  can  con¬ 
verse  with  the  English  Speaking  Magi¬ 
cians  whenever  they  visit  Austria;  and 
we  think  it  only  right  that  our  readers 
should  become  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Fischer  in  his  right  vein,  and  so  will 
publish  his  letters  just  as  he  sends  them 
to  us. 

*  >ic  4c 

Vienna,  Austria. 

Editor  of  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine: 

Austria  formerly  was  a  classical  coun¬ 
try  of  magicians,  and  many  celebrated 
names  in  the  magical  world  have  eman¬ 
ated  therefrom,  or  have  lived  there.  I 
will  mention  the  world-famed  Compars 
Herrmann,  who  by  American  Conjurers 
persistently  is  called  Carl  and  to  whom 
some  American  Magicians  by  main  force 
will  be  related,  although  Compars  Herr¬ 
mann  never  had  any  brothers  or  sisters; 
or  Ludwig  Dobler,  who  was  the  darling 
of  many  “crowned  houses” ;  then  Dr.  J. 
N.  Hofzinser,  the  most  eminent  conjurer 
with  cards,  whose  card  tricks  have  not 
been  surpassed  by  anyone  to  this  day; 
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further  Kratky-Baschik,  perhaps  the 
most  popular  magician,  whose  name  has 
become  proverbial  in  Europe’s  later 
time ;  furthermore  Haselmayer,  one  of 
the  few  magicians  who — in  later  time — • 
traversed  the  world  in  all  directions  and 
who  was  one  of  the  first  to  give  per¬ 
formances  in  the  wildest  Australia;  and 
so  on ;  men,  who  are  dead  now  and 
whose  names  for  the  present  generation 
more  or  less  are  unknown  or  forgotten... 
The  times  have  changed!  Austria,  that 
once  produced  conjurers  itself,  is  very 
glad  when  now  and  then,  some  magician 
of  reputation  favors  it  with  a  visit.  There 
are  twjo  or  three  more  special  Austrian 
magicians  who  are  able  to  give  ‘'two- 
hour  performances”  in  fine  style:  fore¬ 
most  is  Chevalier  Ernest  Thorn,  who 
now  is  playing  in  Music  Halls  with  his 
great  magical  act,  "One  Hour  in  Dream¬ 
land”;  others  on  Music  Hall  stages  of 
Austrian  birth  are  A.  Fredmar,  Alfred 
Freiherr  von  Kendler,  The  Great  Ro¬ 
land,  Karl  Krause,  etc.  I  am  informed 
that  Imro  Fox,  too,  is  an  Austrian,  but 
some  say  he  w^as  born  in  Braunschweig. 

In  Vienna  we  have  a  permanent  Magi¬ 
cal  Theatre  which  was  founded  about  33 
years  ago  by  the  above  mentioned  ma¬ 
gician,  Kratky-Baschik.  This  Theatre 
is  the  largest  establishment  of  its  kind  in 
the  world.  I  will  be  pleased  to  give  you 
in  one  of  my  next  letters  a  short  story 
of  this  Theatre,  for  I  guess  it  will  inter¬ 
est  our  readers,  will  it  not? 

Of  course,  there  are  many  "Amateurs” 
in  Austria  and  especially  in  Vienna.- 1  met 
Amateurs  in  the  most  distant  and  small¬ 
est  places,  but  there  are  very  few,  who 
are  really  clever.  By  degrees  I  shall 
make  known  to  my  American  confreres 
our  best  Professionals  and  Amateurs  and 
hope  to  make  a  way  for  an  intellectual 
relationship  between  American  and  Aus¬ 
trian  lovers  of  magic. 


Our  Vienna  four  Varieties  opened 
their  season  September  i,  but  nowhere 
as  yet  is  a  magical  number  to  be  seen. 

In  my  next  letter  I  will  introduce  to 
our  readers  the  celebrated  Chinese  ma¬ 
gician  Theo.  Okito,  who  is  now  doing 
sensational  things  in  Europe. 

Ottokar  Fischer. 

*  5k 

Vienna,  Austria,  Oct.  30,  1906. 
Editor  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine: 

The  first  number  of  C.  M.  M.  found 
here  an  enthusiastic  reception.  No  won¬ 
der  I  Its  free  and  intrepid  speaking  sur¬ 
prised  everybody  and  it  is  no  doubt, 
that  the  C.  M.  M.  soon  will  rise  to  be 
the  leading  magical  paper.  I’ve  the 
pleasure  to  congratulate  you  to  this  mer¬ 
itorious  success. 


An  old  French  print  of  the  “Taschen- 
spieler”  showing  the  complete  outfit  he 
carried  from  place  to  place. 

hrom  the  collection  of  Ottokar 
Fischer. 
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At  first  some  words  against  Mr. 
Osey’s  opinion,  according  to  which  the 
German  signification  “Taschenspieler” 
for  magicians  is  to  be  derived  from  the 
fact,  that  the  old  time  magicians  play¬ 
ed  “von  den  Taschen,”  concealing  their 
apparatus  in  the  pockets  of  the  clothes. 
The  old  time  conjurers  had  no  occasion 
to  conceal  something  in  their  pockets, 
for  the  old,  tightly  fitting  necromancer- 
costumes  probably  had  no  pockets  at  all. 
When  you  remember  what  clumsy  ap¬ 
paratus  the  old  time  magicians  were  us¬ 
ing,  you  can  imagine  that  no  one  of 
them  could  be  concealed  in  any  pocket. 
Sleight  of  hand  work  was  quite  un¬ 
known  and  all  the  old  magicians  were 
not  able  to  let  disappear  a  large  object 
without  using  their  table  or  a  compli¬ 
cated  apparatus.  IMost  often  a  secret 
“aid”  was  hidden  behind,  or  better  still 
in  the  table  and  executed  from  there  all 
the  wonders.  I  remember  a  comic  epi¬ 
sode  during  a  performance  of  such  a 
magician,  Bergherr  by  name.  B.  was 
often  absent-minded.  Once  a  watch  had 
to  disappear:  he  should  have  put  it  on 
the  table,  close  by  the  trap  or  hole,  and 
cover  it  with  a  cover.  In  his  abstrac¬ 
tion  Bergherr  put  the  watch  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  table  and  continued  the  trick 
in  the  accustomed  way,  when  suddenly 
a  hand  rose  out  of  the  table,  and  fum¬ 
bled  for  the  watch ;  of  course  without 
finding  it.  But  this  absence  of  mind 
of  our  “professor”  had  a  disagreeable 
consequence.  Many  ladies,  seeing  the 
“ghost-hand,”  swooned  away  and  the 
performance  had  to  be  interrupted,  till 
the  ill  ladies  were  removed. 

I  think  there  is  another,  more  correct 
explanation  of  the  expression  “Taschen- 
spieler.”  Formerly  there  were  many 
people  who  crossed  the  world  with  no 
other  trick,  but  the  “Cup  and  Ball  trick.” 
They  transported  a  stand  on  their  back, 


the  cups  and  the  balls  being  in  a  large 
pocket  (Tasche),  which  was  fastened  in 
the  front  of  the  bod3^  Arriving  some¬ 
where,  the  stand  was  very  soon  put  up, 
giving  a  simple,  but  efficient  conjuring 
table  and  the  performance  could  be 
opened.  Of  course  the  large  pocket  was 
used  also  like  a  “Servante”  on  our 
modern  conjuring-tables.  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  send  you  a  very  rare  picture 
of  such  a  wandering  conjurer,  to  show 
you  the  whole  arrangement.  These  peo¬ 
ple  were  called  also  “Publik-Spieler.” 

And  now  let  us  go  to  present  times. 
Yesterday  our  Varieties  changed  the 
programmes,  but  to  my  regret  this 
month  too  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  any  magician  in  them.  At 
Colosseum  Aliss  Norton,  with  her 
Chemical  Wonders  is  doing  big.  Amer¬ 
ica’s  “funniest  Juggler,”  Wieland  was 
prolonged  a  month  more  at  Ronachers, 
which  is  a  good  sign  for  him.  Decem¬ 
ber  1st,  Thorn  will  open  at  Ronachers. 

According  to  my  promise,  today  I’ll 
acquaint  my  American  confreres  with 
one  of  the  most  interesting  European 
magicians,  who  everywhere  is  sensa¬ 
tional  :  namely 

Theo  Okito,  whose  real  name  is  Theo 
Bamberg,  was  born  in  Amsterdam  on 
July  15th,  1875.  He  is  the  6th  genera¬ 
tion  of  magicians,  all  bearing  the  same 
name.  The  first  conjurer  of  the  Bam- 
bergs  was  Eliazer  Bamberg,  then  fol¬ 
lows  his  son  Edward.  Then  Edward’s 
son  David  Leendert,  then  his  son  Tobias. 
Then  Tobias’  son  David  Tobias,  who  is 
still  living  and  at  last  his  son  our  Theo. 
Theo  had  always  very  much  interest  for 
the  magical  line  of  business  even  when 
quite  a  youngster ;  of  course  that  was 
only  very  natural,  as  the  magical 
blood  was  running  pretty  freely  through 
his  veins.  He  started  to  work  for  the 
first  time  before  the  public  when  he  was 
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13  years  of  age.  There  is  no  need  to 
assure  anyone  that  he  felt  very  proud_ 
as  he  met  with  unbounded  success.  To 
crown  all,  he  received  a  command  to 
appear  before  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty  Emma,  The  Queen  Mother  of 


Theo.  Bamberg,  known  as  Okito;  the 
only  magician  who  can  prove  with  docu¬ 
mentary  evidence  that  his  ancestors  were 
magicians. 

Holland  and  her  daughter  Princess 
Wilhelmina,  now  present  Queen  of 
Holland.  Under  the  protection  of  his 


father  he  worked  as  “Smallest  conjurer 
of  the  world”  until  he  was  about  17  years 
of  age.  Then  he  started  to  practice  as 
Shadowgraphist  and  in  one  year  he  was 
able  to  give  an  entertainment  of  2  and 
one  half  hours,  consisting  of  Conjuring 
and  Shadows.  And  so  Theo  went 
travelling  several  years  through  Hol¬ 
land  and  Belgium,  alone  with  only  the 
aid  of  an  assistant  and  Pianist. 

■  Once,  unfortunately,  when  swimming, 
some  water  got  into  his  ears.  This 
caused  him  great  inconvenience,  as  he 
could  never  hear  as  well  thereafter,  and 
it  was  very  difficult  for  him  to  ask  ques¬ 
tions  on  the  stage,  for  he  could  not 
hear  the  answers  very  well.  So  he  de¬ 
cided  to  go  on  the  Music  Halls  and  do 
a  dumb  show.  He  chose  for  his  pur¬ 
pose  a  “Chinese  Act.”  Theo  is  travel¬ 
ling  with  his  own  stage-outfit,  which  is 
the  most  elegant  you  can  imagine.  His 
show  up  to  the  present  time  has  turned 
out  very  successfully  and  he  is  contin¬ 
ually  enlarging  the  same.  Most  of  his 
tricks  are  invented  by  himself  and  made 
by  his  own  hands.  Till  now  Okito  has 
toured  the  following  countries  success¬ 
fully:  Holland,  Belgium,  France,  Spain, 
Portugal,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Germany, 
Austria,  Hungary,  England,  Scotland, 
Ireland,  Norway,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
and  Russia.  Next  year  he  starts  a  tour 
through  the  United  States  of  America 
and  many  of  my  dear  confreres  will 
find  the  opportunity  to  admire  this  really 
eminent  artist. 

Ottokar  Fischer. 
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READING 

Reviewing  Bodies  and  Things, 


KHALDAH’S  SECOND  SIGHT 

The  New  Y^ork  World,  Octobei'  28, 
1906,  has  a  full  page  article  which  is 
signed  by  some  man  who  calls  himself 
“Khaldah,”  and  professing  to  be  an 
Egyptian,  he  goes  on  to  expose  all  the 
tricks  of  which  he  can  think  and  some 
of  them  in  a  most  bungling  manner.  He 
does  not  expose  them  purposely  in  a 
bungling  manner  for  he  issues  a  few 
challenges  to  people  to  do  certain  things 
that  he  cannot  explain.  Well  we  don’t 
know  what  his  “Graft”  is  but  he  must 
have  some  “Graft”  or  else  he  would  not 
tell  you  at  the  finish  of  his  article  of  a 
wonderful  trick  that  he  does,  which  he 
will  not  explain  for  fear  his  “Society 
friends”  (we  should  call  them  dupes) 
will  not  be  interested  in  his  work. 

If  he  exposed  his  tricks,  and  then 
gave  a  few  plausible  explanations  of 
other  tricks,  well  and  good,  but  he  com¬ 
mences  to  tell  you  how  great  his  eye¬ 
sight  is,  and  that  he  can  tell  you  what 
any  man  is  writing  by  simply  watching 
the  top  of  the  lead  pencil. 

Either  that  page  is  a  “Paid  Advert.” 
or  we  must  give  him  credit  of  getting  a 
full  page  free  for  advertising  purposes. 

He  tells  you  that  magicians  can  swell 
up  their  hands  and  feet,  while  being 
tied,  and  when  wishing  to  free  them- 


FRon THE  Press 

WISE  , 

AND 

OTHERWISE 
Harry  Handcuff  Hoad  ini . 

selves,  simply  contract  their  muscles, 
and  in  this  manner  manage  to  slip  out. 
Rot,  with  a  capital  “R.”  In  his  ex¬ 
planations  of  second  sight,  he  informs  • 
you  that  it  is  done  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  words  are  accented.  Perhaps 
he  is  trying  to  show  you  how  the  Zan 
Zics  do  their  work,  if  so  he  fails  igno- 
miniously,  or  purposely.  Khaldah  '.s  pic¬ 
tured  holding  up  a  bill,  signalling  the 
number  “4”  showing  four  finger?  on 
the  outside  of  bill?  I  presume  when 
he  reads  a  lot  of  numbers,  his  fingers 
will  have  to  move  as  if  he  had  “St. 
Vitus  Dance!”  To  free  yourself  from 
rope  after  being  tied  by  your  committee, 
he  instructs  you  to  cut  yourself  free. 

And  when  one  stops  to  think  of  all  the 
easy  methods  in  existence,  by  which  you 
do  not  even  have  to  strain  yourself  to 
escape  from  rope  bondages,  his  expose 
is  “worthless.”  We  read  with  childish 
glee  that  he  is  waiting  a  book  on  “Psy¬ 
chology.”  If  it  is  written  as  clear  and 
lucid  a?  this  one  page  article,  then  it 
will  be  .a  “good”  book— “good”  for  noth- 


RUBBISH. 

A  copy  of  an  English  monthly  cata¬ 
logue  has  just  reached  our  hands  in 
which  G — —  the  errand-boy-clerk,  pos¬ 
ing  as  editor,  tries  to  give  a  brief  malic¬ 
iously  erroneous  history  of  the  handcuff 
performance  and  being  ashamed  to  use 
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his  own  name  has  the  article  signed 
with  that  of  a  weakling’s  who  is  an 
amateur  magician,  and  so  besmirches 
his  manhood. 

This  errand-boy-clerk  using  tactics  of 
a  confidence  man  long  has  made  a  liv¬ 
ing  selling  the  “Houdini  Handcuff  Se¬ 
cret,”  and  for  this  giving  two  keys  and 
a  pair  !of  handcuffs  (as  described  in 
September  issue  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine)  for  any  amount  he 
could  obtain  from  the  deluded  amateur, 
and  actually  demanded  £5  (25.00)  for 
showing  how  to  knock  the  handcuff  open 
on  a  plate  of  lead  on  your  knee.  He  has 
written  several  articles  against  the  hand¬ 
cuff  act,  and  says  it  is  all  “Fake; — ” 
Why?  Simply  because  his  sluggish  nar¬ 
row-minded  brain  cannot  conceive  of 
anyone  knowing  more  than  he  does. 

Why  a  legitimate  firm  should  employ 
a  man  of  this  calibre  to  further  their  in¬ 
terests  is  hard  to  surmise,  and  if  they 
are  seeking  to  make  friends  with  the 
Conjuring  world,  they  ought  to  have  a 
well-informed,  educated  gentleman  look 

over  the  writings  of  G -  and  omit 

deliberate  lying  and  misstatements ;  for 
they  are  directly  responsible,  even  if  an 
attempt  is  made  to  place  the  blame  on  an 
amateur’s  shoulder. 


Stoltz.  We  cannot  vouch  for  the  honesty 
of  party  mentioned.  Have  known  him  as 
a  petty  grafter  for  years.  Be  careful. 

*  ♦ 

Frisco  Cardster.  No,  certainly  not. 
Thurston  is  simply  a  clever  card  manipu¬ 
lator,  and  can  throw  a  single  card  as  far 
as  it  has  ever  been  thrown  In  a  theatre; 
but  he  is  not  the  greatest  that  ever  lived.' 
We  know  several  that  are  superior  to  him 
in  many  card  sleights.  The  greatest  Card 


Trickster  that  ever  drew  the  breath  of 
life  was  the  Viennese  Hofzinser,  whose 
tricks  when  done  even  to-day  are  the  best 
ever. 

*  ♦  * 

Leipzig  Letter.  No,  Carl  Willmann  has 

never  sold  us  any  trunk  trick. 

♦  ♦  * 

W.  Friedlander.  Herman  Mellini  is  still 
living  in  Hannover,  Germany.  If  you  wish 
to  wuite  him,  address  your  letter  to 

Koenigstrasse  39,  Hannover,  Germany,  as 
he  lived  there  when  we  last  visited  Han¬ 
nover.  He  has  retired  and  has  sold  his 
theatre  to  Herr  Lolgen,  who  once  ran  a 
mediocre  theatre  in  Cologne,  Rhineland. 

*  *  * 

Edward  Hart.  Received  letter  and  will 
have  to  answer  personally.  The  matter  is 
of  such  a  nature  that  it  will  require  too 
much  space. 

*  *  ♦ 

Raymond  Handcuffer.  Allegheny.  We 

await  that  letter  of  protest.  Will  certainly 
publish  same. 

*  *  * 

Admirer  but  Copyist. 

According  to  our  contracts  we  will  not 
remain  in  America  more  than  one  season. 
It  is  doubtful  if  we  will  ever  play  return 
dates,  as  we  now  cry  “Enough!” 

*  *  ♦ 

J.  Caroly ,  Paris.  We  have  answered  your 
long  letter  by  first  steamer. 

^  * 

Punch  Wheeler.  Received  postal  from 
Mexico  City.  Thanks. 

^  :|c  :(e 

Russel.  No!  the  Original  Dexter  is  not 
the  Dexter  that  is  now  in  this  cquntry  and 
who  was  engaged  as  lecturer  in  Huber’s 
Museum.  The  Original  Dexter  is  now 
manager  of  a  Music  Hall  in  Oldham, 
England. 

He  was  always  supposed  to  be  a 
clever  magician.  The  Dexter  at  Huber’s 
Museum  has  worked  numerous  mystery 
acts  from  Silent  Second  Sight  to  Box  and 
Handcuff  mysteries.  I  guess  you  can  call 
on  him  and  he  will  give  you  the  required 
information.  . 

There  is  another  Dexter  in  Bradford, 
England,  whose  right  name  is  Dexter,  but 
at  one  time  he  used  the  name  Hanneman. 
He  was  once  interested  in  Handcuffs,  but 
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when  we  last  heard  from  him,  he  had  the 
religious  craze  and  was  preaching  on  the 
streets  of  Bradford,  and  telling  his  hearers 
of  the  wicked  things  he  did  while  he  was 
a  so-called  Handcuff  King. 

J(C  *  * 

Liverpool  ite.  No,  poor  “Hanco”  com¬ 
mitted  suicide.  His  right  name  was  Theo¬ 
dore  Bernstein.  He  killed  the  goose  that 
layed  the  Golden  egg,  by  exposing  his  en¬ 
tire  performance,  so  when  he  had  played 
once  around,  the  managers  could  not  re¬ 
engage  him. 

*  *  * 

Ardie  Weichers.  The  trick  you  have 
sent  to  us  is  not  new  as  you  state,  and 
if  you  invented  it,  this  is  the  first  time 
we  are  aware  of  it.  The  trick  has  been 
explained  in  several  books  and  magazines, 
and  was  called  “The  Magic  Bat.”  Please 
be  careful  when  sending  tricks,  so  as  not 
to  have  things  conflict  with  material  that 
has  appeared  in  other  places.  If  you  are 
the  originator  of  the  trick,  kindly  let  us 
know,  and  we  will  publish  same  as  “orig¬ 
inal”  with  you. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Emil  Bories.  Thanks  for  your  let¬ 
ter,  hope  you  will  always  like  the  maga¬ 
zine,  as  we  will  try  and  keep  it  on  a 
“square”  footing. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Browning.  We  do  not  know  the  present 
address  of  “Milwaukee  Rapp.”  If  you 
mean  Augustavus  Rapp,  his  permanent  ad¬ 
dress  is  Hesperia,  Mich. 

♦  *  *  ^ 

Edgbert  Brooklyn.  That  is  a  hard  thing 
for  us  to  decide,  there  are  many  performers 
that  excel  in  certain  branches  of  Magic. 
In  our  estimation  the  best  all-around  per¬ 
former  living  to-day  is  Servais  Leroy.  In 
the  last  few  years  he  has  certainly  earned 
the  reputation  of  having  placed  some  very 
good  performances  before  the  Magic-loving 
World.  We  cannot  say  if  they  are  all 
his  inventions. 

The  Duck  Hunt  cannot  be  the  invention 
of  any  living  magician,  as  the  trick  is  on 
the  programmes  of  some  of  the  old  timers. 
These  programmes  we  shall  reproduce 

from  time  to  time. 

♦  *  • 

Chung  Lung  {Robinson)  Soo.  Bolton, 
England. — We  are  waiting  for  the  package, 
and  hope  to  receive  it  in  good  order.  Hope 


you  do  as  well  with  your  own  show  on  re¬ 
turn  dates  as  you  did  on  your  first  visit. 
Take  our  advice  and  be  careful  of  your  “Bul¬ 
let  Catching  Trick”  as  your  method  is  cer¬ 
tainly  daring.  How  are  your  teeth  and  let 
us  know  if  that  newly  discovered  “Tooth- 
grower”  you  have  is  worthy  of  publication. 

Ike  Rose,  Sahare*. — Have  mailed  you  book 
and  information  asked  for.  Met  Max  Berol, 
being  on  same  bill  with  him  in  Cincinnati  at 
Columbia  Theatre.  From  his  account,  things 
in  Germany  are  as  “Easy”  for  you,  as  they 
have  been  in  a  long  time.  Menetekel  is  do¬ 
ing  fine. 

•  *  • 

H.  J.  Slocum,  M.  D.,  Eagle  Station,  Ky. — • 
We  can  cheerfully  recommend  Roterberg’s 
“New  Era  Card  Tricks”  as  being  among  the 
“Best  Ever”  on  this  subject;  although  at  the 
time  of  its  publication  we  were  greatly 
slighted,  we  must  give  credit  to  whom  credit 
is  due. 

*  *  * 

Frank  Lindsley,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. — Thanks 
for  your  letter,  if  you  are  as  good  a  magician 
as  you  are  a  penman  you  certainly  must  be 

a  wonderful  entertainer. 

*  * 

Edward  Marschel,  Providence. — You  are 
economical  with  the  truth  and  we  could  use 
words  of  various  natures  to  strengthen  onr 
assertions  but  then  “What’s  the  use?”  for 
your  whole  letter  is  a  deliberate  falsehood. 

tf  *  * 

Truth  Seeker.— Slo  you  are  really  right. 
The  reproduction  of  “Conjurer  Swallowing 
Man  Alive”  on  page  42,  October  issue,  was 
purchased  by  us  in  Bonn,  Germany,  and  is 
supposed  to  have  taken  place  in  Brag,  Bo¬ 
hemia,  in  the  presence  of  Kaiser  Wenzeslaus, 
who  was  a  great  lover  of  Magic,  and  always 
had  a  regular  “set”  of  Magicians  on  hand  to 
entertain  his  guests.  By  looking  carefully 
on  the  reproduction  you  will  observe  that 
one  of  the  guests,  cannot  withdraw  his  head 
from  the  window,  as  this  “Conjurer”  has 
with  the  aid  of  his  Magic  Art  placed  a  pair 
of  Antlers  on  the  head  of  the  guest  looking 
out  of  the  window)  and  he  is  held  in  that 
position.  The  horns  are  easily  seen  on  the 
engraving,  and  being  rushed  for  time,  we 
failed  to  make  note  of  this  when  cut  was  re¬ 
produced.  We  personally  gathered  our 
material  in  Germany,  and  shall  in  the  future 
give  destinations  of  the  source  of  the  material 
reproduced. 
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Lockhart,  Oxford,  Ind. — Only  too  pleased 
to  hear  from  you  any  time.  You  are  the 
first  one-armed  Magician  of  whom  we  have 
any  record.  In  1713  there  lived  a  German 
named  “Buchinger,”  who  had  no  hands  or 
feet,  but  managed  to  give  exhibitions  with 
Cups  and  Balls,  Doves,  Birds,  etc.  Will  re¬ 
produce  his  portrait  in  due  time,  as  it  is  of 
rare  interest. 

if  H/i  :)li 

Chevalier  Thorn,  Nurmberg. — Posters  re¬ 
ceived.  Will  keep  you  informed  as  to  the 
party  looked  for. 

*  *  * 


a  highly  prosperous  one.  They  are  adver¬ 
tising  “Everything  new  but  the  title,”  which 
is  the  “Flight  of  Princess  Iris.” 

*  :(c  3)c 

Chefalo  the  Italian  Magician  played  a  week 
in  Pittsburgh  at  the  Grand  Opera  -House.  If 
he  will  cut  out  that  rapid  talk  which  is  de¬ 
livered  so  fast  that  the  audience  cannot  un¬ 
derstand  what  he  is  “driving”  at,  he  will 
greatly  improve  his  performance.  His  rou¬ 
tine  of  tricks  are  well  placed.  Madame  Che¬ 
falo  will  shortly  appear  as  assistant  for  her 
husband. 

^  * 


Several  letters  remain  to  be  answered  in 
next  issue. 


«,  Jottings  and  ^ 


Hellmann  continues  to  please  on  the  Keith 
Tour. 


Charles  Carter  &  Company  were  head  liners 
at  the  Olympic  Theatre,  Cincinnati,  and 
created  a  very  good  impression.  The  hit  of 
his  entertainment  is  his  wonderful  “Gift  of 
Talk.”  That  always  has  been  his  stronghold, 
and  we  have  seen  him  entertain  an  audience 
with  a  trick,  and  have  them  in  roars  of  laugh¬ 
ter,  by  simply  “telling  ’em  the  tale.”  He  has 
written  a  book,  “Carter’s  Magic  and  Magi¬ 
cians,”  the  preface  of  which  alone  is  worth 
the  price  .asked  for  the  book. 

*  *  * 


*  * 

Ziska  and  King  had  a  return  at  their  Old 
Chicago  Theatres.  They  were  going  to  sep¬ 
arate  several  times,  but  up  to  the  present  are 
still  together  and  doing  an  exceptionally 
clever,  act.  The  Comedian  is  good,  but  did 
you  know  that  you  have  to  have  a  good 
“Straight”  man  to  act  with  you  as  a  foil,  and 
Ziska  certainly  looks  his  part;  this  aids  things 
all  around. 

* 

Hornmann  is  with  the  Carl  Hagenbeck 
Greater  Shows  which  are  gathering  in  the 
Cities  of  Texas  and  Arkansas  during  October 
and  September. 

*  * 

The  Floyds,  Lyceum  Magicians,  opened 
their  season  October  15.  They  have  thirty- 
one  weeks  booked  solid  for  the  American 
Lyceum  Union.  This  is  their  fifth  season 
with  the  Union.  The  company  consists  of 
Professor  Floyd,  Magician  and  Illusionist; 
Mrs.  Floyd  (Mohala),  Mind  reader,  and  Lewis 
L.  Allard,  Musical  Director.  They  present  a 
two  hour  program,  and  are  booked  in  the 
leading  “Star  Courses”  in  twenty-eight  States. 
*  *  *  ' 

Mildred  and  Rouclere  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  John  M.  Hickey  are  playing  to  a  great 
business,  and  it  seems  as  if  this  season  will  be 


Henry  Siebert  the"  Magician  that  once 
“hailed”  from  Chicago,  has  now  settled  down 
in  his  native  “village,”  Elmwood  Place,  Ohio, 
and  has  one  of  the  swellest  hotels  outside  of 
Cincinnati  in  that  State.  He  is  still  interested 
in  Magic,  and  we  believe  him  when  he  says, 
“Once  a  Magician,  always  a  Magician.” 

*  * 

Charles  E.  Griffen  has  just  clo,sed  a  most 
successful  season  of  two  years  with  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Bill  Show  on  the  Continent  and  has  made 
preparations  to  return  to  America. 

*  *  * 

The  Sa  Heras  played  Keeney’s  Theatre, 
Brooklyn,  some  time  ago  and  made  more  than 
“good.”  This  is  saying  a  great  deal  as  Mys¬ 
tery  acts  find  it  hard  to  work  the  Press.  But 
Sa  Hera  was  very  successful. 

*  *  ♦ 

Mystery  Acts  certainly  are  booming! 

*  ♦ 

Anna  Eva  Fay  featured  at  the  Grand  Opera 
House,  Pittsburgh,  and  did  well. 

♦  *  * 

The  Fays  springing  up  now  and  then 
creating  a  sensation. 

*  %  * 

Granet  and  Herbert  are  also  springing  up 
after  them  and  exposing  the  act.  We  hear 
that  they  are  booked  on  the  Keith  tour. 
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Mene  Tekel  is  the  Star  attraction  of  the 
Orpheum  Road.  Show. 

Kc  *  *  ' 

When  we  say  “Mene  Tekel”  we  mean 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berol,  also  William  Berol. 

* 

The  Mysterious  Howard  Brothers  are  a 
recognized  feature,  and  have  plenty  of  time 
booked. 

*  *  * 

George  W.  Hussey  has  gradually  worked 
his  way  into  the  front  ranks  of  the  “Ventrilo¬ 
quists,”  and  wdth  the  assistance  of  his  young 
wife,  who  is  a  clever  musician  is  presenting 
a  rather  pleasing  and  diversified  performance. 

*  *  *  *i- 

Gus  Leonard  comedy  Magician  is  on  his 
way  towards  Frisco.  We  think  he  makes 
that  place  his  home. 

*  *  * 

Leigh  of  Latimore  and  Leigh  gave  us  a 
social  call  during  our  stay  in  Pittsburgh.  They 
have  out  a  dramatic  show,  and  Leigh  is  now 
a  real  live  actor,  and  fast  becoming  a  matinee 
idol. 

♦  * 

Leo  the  Illusionist  is  taking  a  vacation  in 
Detroit,  Mich. 

*  *  * 

Harrison  L.  Davies  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  is 
rapidly  obtaining  a  good  name  as  a  “Man  of 
Mystery.” 

*  *  *  ,  I- 

Why  have  the  Zancigs  kept  their  engagement 
at  the  Alhambra,  London,  England  a  secret  ? 
Are  they'  ashamed  of  the  way  they  treated 
Harry'  Day,  wdiom  they  used  as  a  convenience? 
* 

Major  Zamora  the  Triple  jointed  wonder 
and  his  Mysterious  Bottle  of  Bass’s  ale  is  no 
more  and  he  is  now  travelling  about  as  a  'sort 
of  a  “Turtle-boy”  and  has  a  full  beard. 

*  *  * 

Social  Session  of  the  S*  A*  M* 

The  first  social  gathering  of  the  S. 

A.  M.,  held  at  the  Magical  Palace,  493 
Sixth  Avenue,  New  York,  since  the  reg¬ 
ular  annual  dinner  occurred  November 
3,  1906,  following  the  regular  meeting  of 
the  society  which  was  called  to  order  by 
Ill.  President,  F.  J.  Werner. 

The  attendance  was  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  organization  and  the 


pleasing  program  and  tasty  refreshments 
put  everyone  in  good  spirits  and  surely 
will  cause  pleasant  remembrances  for 
sometime  to  come  to  those  that  were  pres¬ 
ent  ;  having  amply  repaid  the  committee 
by  its  success,  this  affair  will  be  an  in¬ 
centive  for  others  in  the  future  as  it  con¬ 
clusively  proves  the  wisdom  of  bringing 
together  the  members  and  their  wives 
and  friends  in  social  sessions. 

Ill.  jMartinka  was  especially  careful  to 
entertain  the  ladies  and  kept  them  inter- 
,  ested  in  the  many  things  he  had  to  show 
them. 

The  entertainment  nmner  consisted  of 
a  varied  program,  the  participants  be¬ 
ing  Mr.  A.  J.  Rehbein  presenting  Flag 
Tricks,  Air.  AI.  Linnett,  Water  and 
Wine  Tricks,  Air.  Hal  Merton,  Ventrilo¬ 
quism,  .  Mr.  Brainerd  Phillipson,  Card 
Tricks  and  a  portrayal  of  the  Idiot  and 
Thimble,  Air.  Charles  Roltaire,  Paper 
Tearing  Tricks. 

Among  the  many  present  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  friends  were ; 

Air.  and  Airs.  F.  J.  \Verner,  Air.  and 
Airs.  G.  S.  Tipson,  Air.  and  Airs.  E. 
Phillipson,  Air.  and  Airs.  E.  P.  Ransom, 
Airs.  H.  C.  Shipman,  Airs.  William  Can- 
hum. 

The  Alkses  Zue  AIcClary,  L.  Trebour, 
Sheehy,  L.  Carroll,  Freda  Aletzel  and 
Eschenbach. 

Alessrs  O.  S.  Teale,  Adrian  Plate,  W. 
A.  Ransom,  A.  J.  Rehbein,  William  AI. 
Linnett,  Harry  J.  Kline,  S.  R.  Ellison, 
AI.  D.,  F.  E.  Vander  Veer,  AI.  D.,  J.  L. 
Alott,  AI.  H.  Winans,  Charles  Roltaire, 
G.  G.  Lauyreyns,  Anthony  Rotunno,  AI. 
C.  Alorris,  R.  G.  Farrell,  Hal  Alerton, 
F.  L  Holly,  F.  Hendschall,  Richard  L. 
Phillips,  Brainerd  Phillipson,  W.  G.  Von 
Gemmingen,  Tyson  Kline,  L.  B.  Wright, 
Alilton  C.  Farrell,  J.  Ellra  Canhum,  Clif¬ 
ford  Walker,  Waring,  Sabin,  Karlmann, 
Quad,  Long,  Van  Dine  and  Hagan. 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

Under  this  column,  you  have  the  right 
to  make  any  complaint  against  any  one 
that  you  wish.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the 
means  of  bettering  certain  conditions 
that  exist  at  the  present  time.  We  will 
not  be  responsible  for  our  correspond¬ 
ents’  opinions. 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen  :  I  enclose  you  check 
for  five  dollars  for  which  enter  my  name 
on  your  subscription  list  for  five  years, 
commencing  with  your  initial  number 
of  the  “Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine.” 

Wishing  you  success  in  abundance  in 
your  new  enterprise  and  in  hopes  that 
I  may  still  be  among  the  living  when 
my  turn  comes  to  renew  my  subscrip¬ 
tion  for  another  five  years,  I  remain, 

Very  Sincerely  Yours  in  M.  U.  M., 

T.  Francis  Fritz. 

*  *  * 

Nadeau,  Mich.,  Oct.  15,  1906. 

My  Dear  Editor:  Your  initial  copy 
was  received  and  I  am  sure  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  Monthly  Magazine  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  valuable  addition  to  the  publi¬ 
cations  of  like  character. 

I  am,  and  have  for  years  been  giving 
a  one  man  show,  consisting  of  Magic, 
Ventriloquism,  Illustrated  Songs, 
Travelogues  Talks  with  Views  and 
Moving  Pictures,  Marionettes  and 
Character  Work — visiting  the  same 
places  once  a  year  and  remaining  from 
four  days  to  one  week,  which  establishes 
the  fact  that  I  manage  to  please  the 
people.  I  find  the  old  tricks  done  with 
dash  and  good  comedy  go  just  as  well 
as  the  carefully-prepared-time-taking- 
tricks,  as  for  instance — ^take  the  latest 
method  of  the  rising  cards  from  the 
glass — any  card  coming  up  as  called  for 
— I  overheard  a  man  saying  to  some 
friends  that  I  knew  what  they  were 


going  to  call  for  and  had  the  cards  all 
fixed,  “But  one  of  those  sleight  of  hand 
actors  once  let  me  take  a  pack  of  cards 
right  in  my  hand  and  pick  one  out,  and 
after  I  had  shuffled  it  up  in  the  rest  of 
the  pack,  he  put  the  pack  back  into  the 
glass  and  By  Gosh !  that  same  card  came 
right  up.” — So  there  you  are. — 

Years  ago  when  beginning  to  learn 
something  for  magic  I  was  taught  to  fix 
up  many  of  the  tricks  by  my  employer 
E.  C.  Taylor,  the  magician  and  gift  show 
man,  once  well  known  in  the  West.  He 
made  a  fortune  and  I  have  not  heard 
from  him  in  twenty  years.  One  of  his 
tricks  was  the  rising^  cards  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  elaborations — there  was  a  crystal 
clock  with  base  and  rod  having  the 
numbers  on  it;  another  crystal  dial  sus¬ 
pended  by  two  cords  with  the  four  suits 
on  it ;  one  glass  bell  on  rod  and  base, 
and  another  larger  bell  hanging  from  a 
single  cord ;  then  there  was  a  goblin 
drum  suspended  from  two  cords  and 
tied  to  a  wire  fastened  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  hall,  so  that  the  drum  hung  over 
the  head  of  the  audience;  whenever  we 
could  get  overhead  we  had  a  common 
string  hung  from  the  ceiling  and  on  the 
end  of  the  string  a  tin  fruit  can,  with 
lid  off,  the  string  was  fastened  to  the 
can  by  means  of  two  holes  in  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  it.  After  all  this,  four  half  dol¬ 
lars  were  supposed  to  take  part  in  the 
effect  as  they  bounced  up  and  down  in 
a  goblet.  Four  cards  were  selected  and 
duly  deposited  in  the  glass  from  whence 
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they  rose  at  command.  All  these  things 
were  used  to  find  the  cards ;  the  two 
bells,  the  clocks,  the  drum,  and  the  tin 
can  with  its  hollow  weird  plunk!  plunk! 
They  would  work  singly  and  in  pairs 
and  I  have  had  the  clock  hands  spin  in 
wild  confusion — ^the  drum  roll  franti¬ 
cally — the  bells  ring  for  dear  life — the 
coins  jump  merrily — and  the  tin  can 
plunk!  plunk!  all  at  once  in  answer  to 
some  question  relative  to  some  young 
man  or  fair  one  in  the  audience  being  in 
love. 

Then  again  in  those  old  days  we  had 
the  Rose  Tree,  Rooster,  Frankenstein 
Mystery  and  scores  of  other  tricks  that 
would  not  be  one,  two,  three  in  the  cities ; 
and  that  is  why  I  stay  where  there  are 
millions  who  eat  up  the  good  old  magic 
(when  done  well)  and  let  the  big  cities 
alone.  I  am  satisfied  with  a  good  fair 
income. 

Yours  truly, 

F.  C.  Higgins. 

*  *  ♦ 

London,  Eng. 

J.  D.  Bardelle,  a  young  man  aspiring 
to  become  a  notable  Handcuff  King,  un¬ 
dertook  what  to  my  mind  was  a  fool¬ 
hardy  trick;  he  allowed  himself  to  be 
handcuffed  and  legironed  and  then 
passed  into  a  cage  containing  3  Bears, 

2  Hyenas,  and  5  Wolves,  all  being  con¬ 
sidered  safe,  and  not  in  anyway  vicious. 
He  succeeded  for  sometime  in  releasing 
himself  from  the  Irons  until  in  Newport 
he  was  fastened  by  a  member  of  the 
audience,  and  entered  the  cage ;  no 
sooner  had  he  done  so,  when  one  of  the 
Wolves  named  “Prince”  sprang  up 
and  caught  him  by  the  neck;  however, 
the  wolf  was  beaten  off  by  the  aid  of 
two  ’attendants  and  Bardelle  made  his 
escape  from  the  den.  Since  that  time'- 
his  name  has  not  come  to  my  notice. 

Jack  Clempert,  a  Russian,  up  to  a 


short  time  ago  performed  the  Handcuff 
King  Act.  When  first  he  came  to  this 
country,  he  challenged  the  Public  at 
Wrestling,  and  was  a  “paid  wrestler” 
(receiving  a  weekly  salary)  for  Georges 
Hackenschmidt,  who  used  him  as  a  sort 
of  a  “come-on”  or  “booster”  and  would 
wrestle  with  him,  as  if  he  were  a  real 
opponent.  Hack  would  pretend  that  he 
had  a  hard  task,  but  would  eventually 
throw  Clempert. 

* 

If  the  truth  were  known,  Hacken¬ 
schmidt  could  have  thrown  his  man  in 
less  time  then  it  takes  to  tell  it. 

*  * 

Later  Clempert  tried  the  Handcuff 
Trick,  undertaking  to  escape  from  Reg¬ 
ulation  Cuffs  and  Legirons  only ; 
whilst  in  Stockport  at  the  Grand  he 
was  challenged  by  a  gentleman  to  es¬ 
cape  from  a  rope;  he  accepted  the  chal¬ 
lenge  and  on  June  4,  1904,  was  duly 
fastened  with  rope  only;  he  entered  his 
cabinet  and  emerged  from  it  at  the  end 
of  15  minutes,  being  unable  to  release 
himself  of  any  of  the  bindings,  and  was 
released  by  the  challenger.  He  next 
undertook  the  act  which  ended  with  such 
disastrous  results  in  February,  1903,  with 
a  Circus  at  that  time  showing  at  a  town 
called  Rochdale  in  Lancashire;  he  was 
as  usual  handcuffed  with  a  pair  of  hand¬ 
cuffs  behind  his  back  whilst  on  a  plat¬ 
form  and  the  rope  duly  placed  around 
his  neck,  the  trap  fell  and  he  dropped, 
but  to  the  amazement  of  the  audience 
and  manager  he  failed  to  give  the  usual 
sign,  he  was  also  black  in  the  face  and 
neck;  the  manager  rushed  to  cut  him 
down  and  found  him  unconscious;  the 
doctors  ordered  his  removal  to  the  In¬ 
firmary  where  he  lay  a  considerable  time 
before  being  able  to  return  to  his  pro¬ 
fessional  life,  but  he  never  again  re¬ 
newed  the  act  which  so  nearly  ended 
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his  life.  I  might  say  that  he  is  not  the 
originator  of  this  act :  “Cardona”  in¬ 
troduced  it  9  years  ago  and  has  per¬ 
formed  the  same  to  this  day  without 
having  to  seek  medical  aid ;  he  under¬ 
takes  to  be  pinioned  in  the  regulation 
manner  and  takes  the  drop  up  to  the 
distance  of  15  feet  in  the  same  manner 
as  used  in  this  country  for  Capital 
Punishment.  Clempert  in  August,  1904, 
joined  Mrs.  W.  Warren’s  Menagerie, 
well  known  in  London  and  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  and  was  performing  the,, strong 
man  act  and  the  remodelled  Handcuff 
trick  and  sailed  with  them  for  India. 

Hanco,  I  saw  in  Manchester,  Stock- 
port,  Dunenfield  &  Eccles ;  at  the  latter 
place  he  worked  the  screwed  up  Box 
Trick;  the  Carpenters^  who  made  the 
Box  for  him  screwed  it  up  after  he  had 
entered,  and  it  was  carried  mto  the 
“cell-like”  cabinet.  He  was  min¬ 

utes  in  making  his  appearance,  the  box 
was  brought  out  and  shown  to  the  au¬ 
dience  and  appeared  to  be  the  same  as 
when  he  entered,  I  stepped  up  to  ex¬ 
amine  it,  and  accidently  kicked  one  end, 
when  to  my  surprise  it  opened  inward, 
showing  it  was  only  held  in  place  by 
a  screw  entering  about  one-eighth  of  an 
inch:  thus  proving  the  trick  to  Le  a 
fraud.  H.  S.  Burkett. 


Harpings  From  Hayman 

London,  England:  The  one  abso¬ 
lutely  important  and  interesting  topic 
that  is  being  discussed  by  conjurers  and 
the  profession  in  general,  is  the  really 
startling  and  very  unique  idea  of  Servais 
Le  Roy  &  Co. ;  namely  that  of  giving  a 
three  hour  entertainment,  in  a  sort  of 
mystical  magical  melodrama,  entitled, 
“Lady  Kinton’s  Necklace;”  a  full  sup¬ 
porting  company  has  already  been  en¬ 
gaged.  I  am  advised  that  at  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  Le  Roy  Talma  &  Bosco’s  en¬ 


gagement  at  the  Alhambra,  Paris,  active 
rehearsals  will  immediately  begin.  It 
will  be  a  connected  story  with  a  few 
melodrama  embellishments,  and  will 
bind  together  many  of  Le  Roy’s  best 
illusions.  As  the  idea  was  presented  to 
me,  I  venture  to  say  the  entertainment 
will  be  on  the  style  of  Maskelyne 
&  Cook’s  shows,  but  on  a  much  larger 
scale.  I  >wish  Le  Roy  every  ■  success,  as 
he  is  really  one  of  the  feW'  inventive 
geniuses,  who  is  blessed  with  the  brains 
to  put  on  fiezv  illusions  and  tricks,  and 
has  the  money  and  business  ability-  with 
which  to  carry  them  out.  -  Le  -Roy  is 
responsible  to  my  mind  for ’the  major¬ 
ity  of  the  so-called  American  illusion¬ 
ists,  who  steal  his  brains  and  tricks,^  and 
then  brazenly  perform  the  same  -  in 
houses  ere  Le  Roy  ever  reaches  them ; 
and  I  know  of  two  cases  where  they 
have  even  tried  to  have  his  tricks 
patented,  so  as  to  prevent  Le  Roy  from 
doing  his  own :  in  a  later  article  I 
shall  mention  dates  and  facts,  at  present 
I  borrow  the  words  of  the  illustrious 
Greek  poet,  and  say  “enough  is  enough 
and  too  much  is  plenty.” 

*  *  * 

An  illusionist  by  name  Nero  Bianco, 
is  appearing  at  the  Brixton  Empress, 
London,  and  is  creating  quite  some  com¬ 
ment.  Abstract  from  newspaper: 

■  An  element  of.  novelty  is  infused  into 
the  programme  by  the  illusions  of  Nero 
Bianco,  which  are  presented  in  the  shape 
of  a  sketch.  A  mysterious  barrel  has 
been  found  floating  in  the  sea  by  a 
fisherman,  who  also  discovers  in  the  in¬ 
terior  of  a  fish  a  roll  of  parchment  which 
explains  how  a  beautiful  sea-nymph 
may  be  produced  from  the  barrel.  The 
idea  is  soon  put  into  practice.  Thin 
paper  is  placed  over-  the  top  and  bottom 
of  the  empty  cask,  a  strong  light  reveals 
a  figure  moving  within  the  barrel,  and 
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presently  a  prepossessing  maiden  breaks 
the  paper  covering  and  steps  forth.  The 
lady  is  then  placed  inside  a  cabinet  built 
up  in  full  view  of  the  audience,  and 
afterwards  raised  several  feet  from  the 
ground.  The  door  of  the  box  is  then 
opened,  and  the  lady  is  found  to  have 
disappeared,  only  to  emerge  immediately 
afterwards  from  among  the  audience. 
The  illusions  are  smartly  effected,  and 
leave  the  audience  in  a  pleasing  state  of 
bewilderment. 

*  ♦  ♦ 

Maskelyne  &  Devant  produced  their 
latest  effort  at  St.  George  Hall  on  Sep¬ 
tember  3,  they  call  it  “Daylight  Ghosts” 
and  the  programme  tells  us  it  is  a 
comedy  of  terrors ;  in  one  scene,  in¬ 
vented  and  written  by  J.  N.  Maskelyne 
and  David  Devant,  the  playlet  has  a  neat 
plot,  is  splendidly  acted,  and  tells  the 
story  of  two  lovers,  by  name  Patricia 
and  Charles,  who  are  desperately  in  love 
with  one  another.  The  curtain  rises  dis¬ 
closing  the  lovers  in  a  summer  house 
swearing  eternal  love;  they  are  con¬ 
tinually  interrupted  by  a  noisy  old  gar¬ 
dener  who  uses  this  summer  house  as  a 
storeroom  for  his  tools,  and  in  order  to 
keep  him  from  them,  the  lovers  invent 
excuses  and  stories  which  fail  in  their 
purpose  as  the  gardener  seems  to  know 
their  object,  and  in  his  own  way  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  good  time;  but  the  gardener  has 
an  aversion  and  fear  of  ghosts,  which 
being  known  to  the  lovers,  they  deter¬ 
mine  as  a  last  resort  to  employ  this 
knowledge  to  keep  the  gardener  away 
from  themselves ;  so  they  tell  him  that 
the  summer  house  is  haunted  by  an  old 
gardener,  since  dead,  who  mistreated 
and  starved  a  poor  cat  to  death,  and  as 
a  penalty  for  this  he  is  denied  the  usual 
eternal  rest,  and  his  ghost  with  that  of 
the  cat’s  and  Patricia’s  grandmother 


haunt  the  summer  house;  the  lovers 
then  proceed  to  impersonate  the  ghosts 
and  with  the  assistance  of  the  'other 
characters,  much  comedy  ensues  while 
they  disappear  and  appear  in  rapid  suc¬ 
cession  from  the  summer  house,  using  it 
as  you.  would  a  cabinet. 

At  this  point  a  committee  is  invited 
from  the  audience  to  inspect  the  house, 
and  after  so  doing,  they  remain  on  the 
stage,  and  watch  the  summer  house,  and 
as  is  the  case  with  all  eagle-eyed  com¬ 
mittees,  they  see — nothing;  as  the  elder 
Hermann  used  to  remark,  “the  closer 
you  watch,  why!  the  closer  you  watch.” 
Mr.  J.  B.  Hazzard  as  the  gardener  is  a 
splendid  actor  and  comedian.  Besides 
a  Japanese  juggler,  wire  walker,  pianist, 
monologues  and  impersonations,  the 
capital  program  was  rounded  out  by  Mr. 
David  Devant,  who  was  assisted  by  his 
sister  Dora,  in  a  second  sight  and  mind 
reading  act,  that  was  extra  good.  A 
show  on  these  lines  ought  to  be  a  tre¬ 
mendous  success  financially  and  artist¬ 
ically  in  America,  and  some  day  some 
wide-awake  conjurer  will  make  name 
and  fortune  for  himself  by  presenting  it. 

Joe  Hayman. 

*  ♦  * 

Howard  Thurston  has  favored  us  with 
a  postal  card  from  China.  He  is  on  his 
way  to  India,  and  will  have  a  run  at  the 
Theatre  Eoyal,  Calcutta,  India.  Rumor 
has  it  that  Howard  is  making  several  for¬ 
tunes  in  the  Orient,  and  he  has  great 
prospects  of  making  more  money  than 
any  Magician  that  has  ever  “gone  the 
route”  through  India. 
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New  Notes  About  Robert  Nickle 


My  Dear  Houdini  :  Permit  me  to 
give  you  a  few  items  in  regard  to  the 
^late  Robert  Nickle:  In  the  August 
number  of  “The  Sphinx”  Mr.  Yost  gave 
some  information  about  this  once  pop¬ 
ular  Magician,  which  is  correct,  as  far 
as  it  goes,  but  I  think  I  can  add  a  few 
important  points  to  Mr.  Yost’s  story. 


nearly  a  year,  opening  at  the  Boylston 
Museum  in  Boston,  May,  1882.  He 
called  me  Albert  Nickle,  and  introduced 
me  as  his  nephew.  He  was  a  most  bril¬ 
liant  entertainer  both  on  and  off  the 
stage;  the  published  pictures  do  not  do 
him  justice;  the  hair  and  mustache  were 
of  a  light  red ;  the  mustache  measured 


WiU  Introduce  a  Programme  of 


TRICKS 

— .\ND— 


Nm  and  Startling. 

Expre«:sly  Iiivojited  and  Pp.^tgued 
by  himscH',  for  )ns  si)o<  ial  represen-’ 
tation  ('iveii  f»i  tbe 

Music  Stand. 

In  tne  Centre  of  tbe  Maui  Kxlnhi- 
not)  Building. 

Centennial,  June  24, 

1876, 

Belori*  over  10,800  poopk*.  wbeu 
lie  was  pre«»*ntofl  with  a  Certifi<-at# 
of  .^piircciaiion.  also  h  Centonnjiil 
Medal  and  Diploma. 


MR.  NICKLE’S  Exhibit  of  Parlor 
Magic  Apparatus,  in  the  Centennial  J 
■>-^8till  retuaina  in  tbe  Pernian'ent 

’  ®bih«Hrtn 


Pictorial  Priallii 

- AK©— 

LITHOGRAPHS 

Can  be  obtained  by  Managers, 
when  I  am  Booted,  as  follows: 

Commercial  Job  Print, 

Cincinnati,  Ohio, 

Nickle  Money  Feat, 

Two  Sheets,  four  Colors,  $20.00  per 
hundred. 

Nickle  Bird  Cage  Feat, 

Two  Sheets,  fotir  Colons,  $20.00  per 
hxiudrtd. 


H.  .\.  Thomas’ 

Lithographic  Studio, 

805  Broadway.  N.  Y. 

Lithograph,  24x30, 

AS  I  appeared  on  tbe  Music  Stand 
in  the  Centennial  $10.00  per  hun¬ 
dred,  black,  $15.00  per  hundred,  in 
colors. 


MY  TERMS  lor  Thirty  Minute 
Act,  in  Variety  Theatres  (with  Assis¬ 
tant),  SIOO.OO  per  week. 

For  my  Entire  Entertainment, 
$300.00  per  week. 

WiU  play  on  percentag«-  if  desired- 


it- 


j^EF^MAMENT  p^XHieiTION,  I  L  A  D  E  L  P  H  I  A.  j^A.,  _  _ _ l8 

Facsimile  of  Robert  Nickle’s  letter-head,  sent  personally  to  W.  E.  Floyd 

who  still  retains. possession  of  same. 


I  first  met  Robert  Nickle  in  Boston  in 
February,  1882.  He  advertised  in  one 
of  the  Sunday  papers  for  pupils ;  I  took 
five  lessons,  and  have  always  been  glad 
that  I  did  so,  as  he  taught  “Cup  and 
Balls,”  Different  Ways  of  “Palming” 
and  Card  Manipulations,  etc. ;  and  by- 
the-way,  Mr.  Nickle  was  the  first  one 
I  ever  saw  do  the  front  and  back  hand 
palm  with  cards  and  coins.  This  was 
in  1882,  long  before  Thurston  or  Downs 
were  heard  of.  He  said  that  I  was  his 
most  apt  pupil  and  he  engaged  me  to 
act  as  his  assistant,  which  I  did  for 


nine  inches  each  way,  with  goatee  to 
match,  upon  almost  any  other  man  this 
would  have  looked  ridiculous,  but  as  he 
was  a  very  large  man  with  a  full  face  it 
gave  him  a  striking  appearance,  and 
were  it  not  for  his  one  failing  he  would 
undoubtedly  have  rivalled  the  greatest 
artists  of  his  time ;  he  became  very 
friendly  and  confidential  with  me,  and 
told  me  that  his  real  name  was  Charles 
Robert  Nicholls,  that  he  was  born  in 
May,  1842,  at  the  corner  of  Broome 
street  and  the  Bowery,  New  York.  He 
had  been  married  twice  (his  first  wife 
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was  from  Portland,  Oregon),  but 
whether  she  was  living  or  dead  I  never 
heard  him  say ;  his  second  wife  died  in 
1880,  and  it  was  after  her  death  that  he 
took  to  drink.  He  told  me  that  he  had 
taken  a  young  man  from  Philadelphia, 
(named  Connely),  who  was  the  original 
Albert  Nickle,  and  that  he  was  dead, 
and  in  order  to  use  the  Lithographs  that 
he  had,  he  called  me  Albert  Nickle,  as 
before  stated.  Robert  Nickle  told  me 
that  he  was  a  “Knight  Templar”  and  “an 
Elk.”  At  one  time  he  was  a  policeman 
in  Troy,  N.  Y.  His  repertoire  was  not 
extensive. 

(The  Chinese  Rings,  Egg  Bag,  Bird 
Box  and  Cage,  and  Card  and  Coin 
tricks)  but,  in  these  few  he  certainly 
excelled.  He  had  a  few  “Feature  ex¬ 
periments,”  such  as  “Fried  Oysters 
served  hot  from  a  borrowed  hat”  and 
the  production  of  a  dozen  glasses  of 
beer,  etc.,  which  I  may  explain  to  you 
later,  if  you  wish. 

W.  E.  Floyd. 

Chelsea,  Mass.,  Oct.  29,  1906. 

Extra  :  In  my  story  about  the  late 
Robert  Nickle  there  was  one  quite  im¬ 
portant  point  I  forgot;  that  was  that  he 
had  lost  a  part  of  his  right  thumb,  and 
performed  all  of  his  work  with  the  left 
hand.  He  told  me  that  he  lost  his 
thumb  on  a  paper  cutter,  while  he  was 
trimming  a  pack  of  cards  to  make 
“Strippers.” 

*  *  * 

New  York  Clipper,  Saturday,  Novem¬ 
ber  16,  1889,  states: 

Prof.  Robert  Nickle,  magician,  died 
November  5,  at  Washington,  D.  '  C., 
after  a  short  illness.  His  last  engage¬ 
ment  w^as  at  the  Globe  Theatre,  Wash¬ 
ington,  week  of  October  28.  He  was 
said  to  have  friends  in  Philadelphia,  and 
relatives  living  at  Portland,  Oregon,  but 
as  yet,  nothing  has  been  learned  from 


either  city.  His  body  was  buried  in 
Potter’s  Field.  It  is  reported  upon  good 
authority  that  he  had  Elk  and  Masonic 
emblems  upon  his  person  when  he  died, 
but  he  was  found  to  be  in  arrears  for 
dues  in  both  orders. 

Floyd. 

*  *  * 

Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  17,  1906. 

My  Dear  Houdini  :  Your  letter  re¬ 
ceived  and  would  say  in  reply  I  have 
at  last  found  what  you  wanted,  and  en¬ 
close  copy  of  Nickle  death  certificate  ; 
in  your  first  letter  you  give  the  date 
as  1899,  the  second  (1889)  is  correct. 
I  am  sorry  to  have  kept  you  waiting  so 
long,  but  I  could  not  get  the  informa¬ 
tion  until  to-day.  Best  regards  to  all, 
wishing  you  success. 

Yours,  Becker. 

Copy  of  Certificate  of  Death. 

Health  Office,  District  of  Columbia. 

(Permit  No.  S.,  69491). 

Mr.  Robert  Nickle. 

Age,  45  years. 

White. 

Married. 

Actor. 

Birthplace,  New  York. 

Residence,  in  District  of  Columbia, 
two  weeks. 

Place  of  death,  No.  305  loth  street. 
North  West. 

Cause  of  death : 

1st  Primary  — 

Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 

2d  Primary — 

Oedema  and  Asphyxia. 

Sick  since  October  21. 

Died  November  5,  1889. 

Buried,  November  7,  1889. 

Washington  Asylum. 

Undertakers,  Authorities. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Sellhausen. 
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The  following  material  was  first  in¬ 
tended  for  a  book  and  was  written  by 
the  author,  during  his  Tour  in  Great 
Britain  in  response  to  the  thousands  of 
letters  received  requesting  light  on  the 
easy  methods  adopted  by  his  numerous 
imitators.  But  not  having  had  the  re¬ 
quired  time,  the  book  was  not  published 
but  as  it  ceems  a  fitting  place  in  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  Monthly  Magazine,  it  will  appear  in 
Monthly  instalments.  In  reading  the  va¬ 
rious  instalments,  please  bear  in  mind 
that  it  was  written  to  appear  in  book 
form. 

This  will  be  the  most  exhaustive  ar¬ 
ticle  ever  published  on  this  peculiar  mode 
of  entertainment. 

*  *  * 

Blunders  of  Some  “Handcuff 

Exposers  ”  and  Light  Thrown 
on  Some  Personal  Foreign 
Fights. 

Chapter  3  Continued.) 

Herewith  is  presented  the  “Plug 
eight  Handcuff.”  This  is  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  broad  one,  was  used  in  South 
Africa  during  the  Boer  war,  and  they 
say  the  cuff  is  used  on  the  Kaffir  dia¬ 
mond  thieves.  No  matter  how  heavy 
the  manacle  may  be,  the  locking  arrange¬ 
ment  is  generally  the  same.  This  cuff 


is  made  by  Hiatt,  of  Birmingham,  Frog- 
gott  of  Boardsley  and  the  one  time 
Handcuff  maker  Fields.  Strange,  but 
almost  all  of  the  English  cuffs  are  made 
in  Birmingham  or  its  vicinity. 

You  will  notice  that  when  open  it  re¬ 
sembles  a  double  W  and  when  closed  it 
resembles  the  figure  eight;  after  it  is 
locked  you  insert  a  small  steel  plug  in 
the  circular  keyhole,  and  from  this  steel 
core  or  plug,  I  have  named  the  cuff 
“Plug  Eight.”  In  fact  I  have  really 
named  every  single  cuff  in  the  world  to¬ 
day.  And  all  of  my  imitators  have 
taken  my  “Tales”  and  names  bodily,  and 
without  pretence  of  knowing  why  the 
cuff  is  so  called. 

You  will  note  that  the  key  to  the  Plug 
Eight  has  two  teeth  at  one  end,  this  is 
the  end  that  unscrews  the  “Steel  Plug.” 
After  this  “plug”  has  been  removed,  you 
take  the  other  end  of  the  key,  and  insert 
it  into  the  key  hole,  and  unlock  the  cuff 
by  turning  the  key  in  various  directions. 
Some  are  female  cuffs,  which  turn  from 
left  to  right,  whilst  others  are  the  regula¬ 
tion  right  to  left  “unlocking  cuff.”  It  is 
very  easy  to  make  a  master  for  these 
cuffs,  as  all  work  on  the  same  princi¬ 
ple. 

One  “Would-be  author”  in  Germany, 
who  resides  in  Altona,  and  who  is  said 
also  to  be  a  magician  and  has  written 
several  pamphlets  on  Magic,  has  endeav¬ 
ored  to  write  a  pamphlet  explaining  my 
Handcuff  secrets. 

If  his  Magic  pamphlets  are  as  insipid 
as  the  Handcuff  pamphlet  then  I  wonder 
how  he  ever  managed  to  have  a  publisher 
accept  his  manuscript.  I  have  had  some 
very  bad  printed  matter  handed  to  me 
of  foolish  “piffle”  and  “Tommy  Rot”  ex¬ 
plaining  the  Handcuff  trick,  but  Herr  H. 
F.  C.  Suhr  certainly  is  the  limit;  in  fact 
only  one  man  ever  explained  it  in  as  bad 
a  shape,  and  he  is  an  Englishman  who 
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sells  some  kind  of  a  monthly  Catalogue, 
which  he  puts  before  the  public  as  a 
monthly  paper.  Suhr  in  his  pamphlet 


The  “Plug  Eight,”  showing  cuff  open, 
closed,  ke3%  and  steel  plug. 

“Magische  Tandeleien”  stumbles,  blun¬ 
ders  and  gropes  in  what  is  to  him 
“Eg^'ptian  Darkness”  and  being  - unable 
to  shed  any  light  on  the  subject,  his 
statements  are  of  such  a  nature  that  he 
somewhat  resembles  a  man  with  a  mania 
to  publish  a  book  and  it  matters  not  what 
he  puts  into  it  as  long  as  he  can  fill* it 
up.  Among  various  statements,  Suhr  in 
a  grandiloquent  manner  informs  you  that 
“Harry  Houdini  the  American  Hand¬ 
cuff  King  who  came  to  Germany  does 
not  merit  his  sensation.  His  work  is 
simplicity  itself.  The  only  thing  new 
that  he  brought  over  (for  all  he  did  was 
to  warm  up  some  old  soup  and  hand  it  to 
us)  was  the  boastful  American  Bluff 
Advertising  Methods;  in  this  he  ex¬ 
celled  us  Germans.  He  was  heralded  as 
‘Wonderful’  but  the  finish  of  this  man 
after  all  we  Germans  proved  how  simple 
his  work  was,  was  that  he  could  not  get 
any  more  work,  all  his  existing  contracts 
were  cancelled,  and  he  had  to  sneak  out 
of  Germany  back  into  England.” 

In  answer  to  this  I  say  he  is  either 
making  a  deliberate  and  malicious  mis¬ 
statement,  or  is  in  blissful  ignorance  of 
what  has  actually  happened. 

T  arrived  in  Germany  September  1900, 
opened  at  the  Central  Theatre,  Dresden, 


broke  all  records  for  paid  admissions; 
opened  at  the  Wintergarten,  Berlin,  for 
October,  made  such  a  sensation  that  the 
Management  paid  the  .•  Roanachers  Es¬ 
tablishment  in  Vienna  a  full  month’s 
salary  in  order  to  prolong  my  engage¬ 
ment  another  month;  left  for  England 
and  remained  three  months,  returning 
to  Germany  for  almost  two  solid  seasons. 
Broke  all  records  in  99  per  cent  of  the 
cities  I  visited,  and  in  Essen  Ruhr  played 
to  such  a  sensational  business,  that  Man¬ 
ager  Schultz  actually  had  the  front  doors 
torn  down,  so  as  to  enlarge  the  hold¬ 
ing  capacity  of  the  Colosseum.  Never 
before  or  since  have  they  ever  played  to 
such  business.  With  “Corty  Althoff”  I 
played  to  such  a  phenomenal  business 
that  he  kept  raising  my  salary  so  as  to 
keep  me  longer,  as  thousands  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  marks  were  placed  in  the  banks 
to  his  account,  which  he  will  publicly 
make  statement  was  due  to  my  “draw¬ 
ing  powers,”  as  all  of  his  horses  were 
condemned  in  Gelsenkirchen,  he  had 
only  three  horses,  and  in  Germany  a 
circus  without  horses  is  no  circus ; 
my  act  is  therefore  solely  responsible  for 
his  large  “gate  receipts.”  These  state¬ 
ments  are  simply  made  to  prove  that 
Suhr  is  prejudiced  and  I  wish  my  state¬ 
ments  to  be  positively  true.  After  the 
Wintergarten  engagement,  I  played  re¬ 
turn  dates  at  increased  salary  at  Dres¬ 
den  and  Berlin,  and  in  Hamburg,  Leip¬ 
zig,  Frankfort  on  Main,  Magdeburg, 
Dortmund,  Bochum,  Osnabruck,  Co¬ 
logne,  Mannheim,  etc,,  etc.,  created 
my  usual  sensation.  All  this  time  the 
German  Magicians  were  trying  to  copy 
my  act,  and  all  of  them  had  one  cuff 
and  two  keys.  This  is  the  method  that 
Suhr  describes;  “obtain  the  one  English 
cuff,  and  use  two  keys.”  In  The  “Con¬ 
jurers’  Monthly  Magazine,”  September 
Issue,  you  will  find  a  full  explanation 
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of  their  method  of  opening  handcuff's. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken  Suhr  in  a  latter 
book  actually  displays  his  ignorance  by 
illustrating  the  “Tower  Double  Lock 
Ratchet  Cuff,”  and  states  with  serious 
words  “That  this  is  a  Chinese  hand¬ 
cuff”  ! ! 

Hilmar  another  German  “Handcuf- 
fer”  came  on  the  stage  in  the  Winter- 
garten,  Berlin,  and  tried  to  “Do  things 
to  me”  but  he  reckoned  without  his  host. 
He  claimed  he  could  do  things  that  no 
American  could,  and  I  placed  a  common 
pair  of  German  cuffs  on  him  and  he  ac¬ 
tually  cried  and  shed  real  tears  for  me 


The  cuff  from  which  the  German 
Handcuff  King  Hilmar  failed  to  escape ; 
Wintergarten,  Berlin,  November,  1900. 

to  release  him.  Herr  Carl  Willmann 
took  the  spear  up  against  me.  I  could 
neither  speak  or  write  as  good  a  Ger¬ 
man  as  I  do  now,  and  he  made  this 
friendly  (  ?)  statement  to  me  in  a  letter 
which  is  in  my  possession:  “You  can’t 
write  or  speak  German ;  well  if  the  Ger¬ 
man’s  money  is  good  enough  for  you 
to  earn  you  ought  to  learn  the  Ger¬ 
man  language.”  He  challenged  me 
through  his  “Zauberwelt”  and  offered 
40,000  marks  against  my  20,000  if  I 
would  release  myself  from  a  handcuff 
that  he  had  in  his  possession.  Being  in 
England  at  the  London  Alhambra,  I 


was  unable  to  call  his  bluff  until  I  re¬ 
turned.  I  wired  him  that  I  was  coming 
bright  and  early  and  he  informed  me  on 
my  arrival  that  he  had  only  allowed  a 
certain  time  limit  for  me  to  accept.  He 
showed  me  the  handcuff,  which  was  of 
the  Ratchet  type,  and  on  seeing  the  man¬ 
acle,  I  immediately  offered  him  £100 
($500.00)  if  he  could  again  get  his 
“Moneyed-man”  to  make  an  appearance. 
But  Herr  Carl  Willmann  would  not  ac¬ 
cept,  and  I  think  since  calling  his  bluff, 
he  has  no  longer  been  so  boastful. 

He  has  treated  me  very  nice  since  that 
time,  but  the  truth  must  predominate. 
One  morning  I  visited  his  establishment, 
being  received  by  his  son  John,  who 
challenged  me  to  unlock  the  lock  of  his 
front  shop  door.  John  Willmann  per¬ 
sonally  locked  the  door  after  I  had 
stepped  outside,  and  in  less  than  two 
minutes  I  walked  into  the  shop  having 
unlocked  the  door. 

I  noted  the  make  of  the  “safe”  they 
were  using,  and  offered  to  “try”  to  open 
that  also,  but  he  was  not  willing  until 
“father  was  in.” 

In  Cologne  Rhine,  I  had  a  lawsuit 
against  the  Police,  which  lasted  one  full 
year,  and  was  successful  in  obtaining  a 
public  apology  “by  Command  of  Kaiser 
Wilhelm”  as  it  had  been  stated  that  I 
was  misrepresenting  to  the  German  Pub¬ 
lic.  The  case  was  appealed  and  fought 
in  all  the  highest  courts  in  Germany  ,b'lt 
I  won  in  each  instance. 

After  all  my  battles  in  Germany,  I 
think  that  I  earned  a  good  rest ;  and  am 
glad  to  say  on  my  next  visit  I  was 
treated  very  fine,  and  hope  again  to  play 
engagements  in  that  Country,  as  the 
work  is  now  easy,  and  the  public  are  a 
good  natured  sort  of  people,  and  treat 
you  as  a  personal  friend. 

I  will  illustrate  the  German  cuff  that 
held  Hilmar  as  I  know  that  the  cuff  is 
seldom  seen  here  in  America. 
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A  new  British  handcuff  has  been 
patented,  since  wri.ing  this  article,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  the  invention  of  a  Po¬ 
lice  Sergeant  in  Sheffield. 

While  he  may  claim  to  be  the  inventor 
of-  this  style  lock  in  a  cuff,  I  know  posi¬ 
tively  that  Nathaniel  Clarkson  of  Hali¬ 
fax  and  Detective  Sergeant  Arthur 
Maine  of  Leicester  had  handcuffs  like 
this  in  their  possession  several  years  ago ; 
and  before  Sergeant  Brooks  had  thought 
of  the  invention. 


“Scotland  Y"ard  Adjustables.” 

When  playing  in  the  Empire  Palace  in 
Sheffield  I  was  challenged  by  Sergeant 
Brookes  to  escape  from  his  invention, 
which  up  to  that  time  he  had  not  pat¬ 
ented.  As  a  Sheffield  reporter  happened 
to  be  at  the  performance  that  evening. 
I  will  only  quote  a  few  extracts  from  the 
newspaper. 

The  Sergeant  remaining  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  sent  his  boy  on  the  stage  with  his 
cuff,  and  instructed  the  bright  lad  to  re¬ 
fuse  to  put  the  handcuffs  on  me  unless 
I  would  allow  them  to  be  locked  on  my 
wrists  behind  my  back.  I  consented  to 
this  and  escaped  in  a  fair  and  square 
manner  by  opening  his  cuffs.  Extract 
from  the  Sheffield  Daily  Independent, 
Monday,  May  2,  1904.  *  *  *  There  was 
not  even  standing  room  and  excitement 


ran  high  as  Houdini’s  turn  approached. 

❖  Some  eight  men  walked  on  the 
stage  but  the  first  pair  of  handcuffs 
Houdini  selected  he  looked  at  carefully. 
He  then  turned  to  the  audience  and  said 
he  had  been  expecting  this  for  some 
time. 

Turning  to  the  young  fellow  from 
whom  he  had  obtained  the  manacles 
Houdini  said:  “You  are  Inspector 
Brookes’s  son?  This  was  not  denied 

*  *  *  Walking  to  the  front  of  the  stage 
Houdini  suddenly  wheeled  and  said; 
“These  are  Inspector  Brookes’s  hand¬ 
cuffs”  and  he  (Houdini)  decided  to 
have  them  on  first.  Houdini  objected 
at  first  to  having  them  fastened  behind, 
but  a  man  in  the  audience  easily  recog¬ 
nized  (as  Inspector  Brookes)  shouted: 
“Put  them  on  behind  or  not  at  all.”  Sub¬ 
mitting  his  hands  to  be  fastened  behind 
in  about  three  minutes  he  came  out  free, 
with  the  handcuffs  undone. 

From  illustration  you  can  see  that 
they  are  shaped  on  the  style  of  the  cuff 
that  I  have  named  “Scotland  Yard 
Adjustables.” 

The  new  key  instead  of  being  threaded 
inside  of  the  barrel,  is  threaded  on  the 
outside  of  the  barrel.  The  difference  is 
easily  seen  in  illustration  where  the  old 
style  key  is  placed  alongside  the  new  key. 


This  invention  is  reaiiy  better  than  the 
old  regulation,  as  the  majority  of  the  old 
time  cuffs  you  can  open  with  a  shoe 
string;  by  simply  making  a  loop  in  the 
string,  you  can  lasso  the  end  of  the 
screw  in  the  lock,  and  yank  the  bolt 
back,  and  so  open  the  cuff  in  as  clean  a 
manner  as  if  opened  with  the  original 
P0y  To  he  Continued) 
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B.  F.  KEITH'S 

THeatres  and  Vaudeville  Booking^  Circuit 


The  most  advantage¬ 
ous  opportunities 
offered  in  this  office  to 
Vaudeville  Artists  who 
are  desirous  of  engage¬ 
ments  covering  an  en¬ 
tire  season’s  work. 


Routes  arranged  by 
skilled  experts,  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  smallest  of 
jumps  with  a  minimum 
of  expense  in  railroad 
fares.  A  distinct  ad¬ 
vantage,  gained  only 
in  this  office. 


KEITH’S  THEATRE,  PHILADELPHIA 

Performers  will  do  well  to  write 

B.  F.  KEITH*»S  Booking  Offices,  St.  James  Bldg. 

T.  /iC.  HODGDON,  Booking  Manager 

825  to  828  St.  Janies  Building,  Mew  York  City 


Our  List  of  houses 
reaches  from  Portland, 
Maine,  to  Los  Angeles, 
California. 


Good  Acts  always  in 
demand  and  no  trouble 
to  Book  them  forty- 
five  weeks. 
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These  serial  articles  will  be  continued  from  month  to  month 
until  the  entire  field  in  the  handcuff  m3’stery  is  exhausted  and 
other  facts  established  ;  we  will  alwaj-s  describe  spiritualistic  and 
illusionar\'  effects  and  show  how  to  do  magical  tricks  in  general ; 
so  if  you  are  not  a  subscriber  kindly  fill  out  the  subscription  blank 
below  and  send  it  to  us  with  one  dollar  and  have  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine  sent  to  you  regularly  and  promptly  each 
month.  Back  numbers  can  be  purchased  at  10c.  a  copy. 


RIUU  OUT  THIS  FORM  INOW 


^nd  mail  it,  together  with  One  Dollar,  to  The  Coil" 

jurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Co.,  278 
W.  113th  Street,  New  York^  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen  ; 

^  Please  send  me  CONJURERS’ 

MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  for  twelve  months, 

commencing  with  the . . . 

issue,  for  which  I  enclose  One  Dollar. 

Very  truly  yours, 


Dated . . . 190 


The  Columbia  Theatre 

OttoRar  Fischer 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Official  Representative  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine', 

“  Always  a  Good  Show  at  The 
Columbia.” 

THE  ONLY  FIRST  CLASS  VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE  IN  TOWN 

O  O 

a - 

Permanent  Address. 

74  Hnmbolt  Platz  9,  Vienna,  Austria 

Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  an3'where.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties, 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


Grand  Opera  House 

Under  the  personal  management 
of  the  owner,  Mr.  Harry  Davis 

Pittsburg’s  ( Penna.)  only  Continuous 
Performance 

VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE. 

A  Place  of  Cheer  Throughout  the  Year. 

Always  a  Good  Show. 

Presenting  the  Highest  ClaSS  ActS  of  America 
and  Europe 


LATEST  CARD  EFFECT 

Audience  choose  one  card  from  5  ordinary  cards  shown  by 
performer.  Cards  are  squared  up,  and  then  again  shown, 
and  chosen  card  has  vanished.  Remaining  cards  are  thrown 
to  floor  .separately.  Very  Artistic.  Absolutely  no  prepatalion, 
no  palming,  etc.  Full  Secret  75c.  Stamps  accepted. 

C.  J.  STILWELI.,  Springfield  O. 


WANTED  A  PARTNER 

For  Vaudeville  Act  of  Five  Large  Illusions  ju.st  completed,  all 
ready  with  Costumes  and  “Props”out  of  the  ordinary  for  Vaude¬ 
ville  Show,  as  none  of  the  Illusions  require  any  traps  or  fixings, 
can  be  put  up  or  taken  down  in  a  few  minutes. 

You  don’t  have  to  be  a  Magician  for  this  act,  but  3  011  must 
be  a  live  one,  and  willing  to  invest  $  for 

Address  by  letter  0:113% 

Room  73 L  Tribune  Building”,  N,  Y, 


TKe  Four  EncHantresses 


SvEtcliff  Sisters  | 

Novelty  Dancing  Act  For  Open  Time 

1 


Address  :  Frank  B.  Howland 
Care  of  Conjurers’  Monthlj^  Magazine 
278  West  113th  Street,  New  York 


I -- 

I 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answeriugall  Advertisements 
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TKeodore  liardeen 


The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 

En  Route  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jinger  Hauer.  50  Rupert  St.,  London,  IV.  i 


NOW  READY 


(Special  l^ist  of  New  BooKs 

on  Conjuring  and  Kindred 
Stabjects 

Also  List  Xo.  41  of  3=.o  decided  bar¬ 
gains  in  Magical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c.  ‘ 

A.  ROTERBRRG 

176  Ontario  St.,  CHICAGO,  IL,lh. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all^Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

48  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  :  :  :  Jliss  Pauline  Cook 


9/  Pacje  Illustrated 
^  riagic  Catalogue 


25C 


NO  TK.KT:  COPIES 

Appendix’s  Nos’  I  end  2,  5  cents.  \X'e  keep  eterv  Magic 
I  Book  or  Paper  for  Sale 

\V.  D.  Leroy,  1 03  Court  St.,  Boston, Mass 


BRITISH  MAGICAL  SOCIETY 

(.\ffiliated  to  the  Magic  Circle) 

Meetings  in  Birmingham  the  last  Saturday  in  each  month 

Particulars  on  application  to 
FRED,  walker,  Hon.  Secretary,  3S5  Harborne  Road 
Edgbaston  Birmingham,  England. 


^funitjAHD  Hommj. 


Established  J869 


^^”11  lilcTnWC  .Tj  B  ^MWtaCIWSJtSAMlIMPOIlTtllSOf- 

—  pOK  PiCLOt  OtSTAOe 

J62I  Broadway,  (Dept.  4,)  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


New  Catalogue  Lists  and  Bargain  Sheets  for  Stamp. 


AN  EXPOSE  OF  CRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 

Exposing  the  v'arioiis  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

The  London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her- 
aid  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoling  this  book. 
“Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented.  ’  ’ 

Price  Twentyfive  cents. 


JUST  OUT 


New  Lis*s  will  be  sent 
on  receipt  of  stamp. 


Large  catalogue  listing  Ife  lalest  end  test  kicks 
15  cents. 


BAILEY  (Si  TRIPP  CO.. 


Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


27«  West  nsth  street  . 


Meiv^Yorkf, 


Box  4’lO 


Cambridgeport,  Mass. 


Kindly  mention 


Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  when  answering  advertisements 


The  Renowned  WOODBURY  Preparations 
contribute  to  her  facial  beauty  and  general  attractiveness. 

The  curative  and  cleansing  formula  which  has  made  Woodbury’s  Facial  Soap 
a  household  word  is  equalled  in  merit  throughout  his  other  preparations. 

They  sell  everywhere  at  25  cents. 

Special — A  postal  will  bring  our  Beauty  Booklet.  Send  10  <5ts.  for  superb  bound  collection  of  portraits 
(9  X  12  inches.)  of  15  Theatrical  Stars  containing  autograph  letters  from  each  or  15  (5ts.  with  samples. 

THE  ANDREW  JERGENS  CO,,  Sole  Licensee,  Cincinnati,  0, 


WOMAN  IS  WHAT  HER 
SURROUNDINGS  MAKE  HER 


Momthly 


CONTENTS 


Robert  Hoodin 


European  Notes 


Jottingfs  and  Jumblmg's 


Reading:  and  Rubbish 


Robert  Heller 


Handcuff  Secrets 


Number  4 


DECEMBER  15,  I9O6 


f 
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Cafe  and  Restaurant 

GLANTZ  &  MAY,  Proprietors 

7?4  SIXTH  AVENUE  . NEW  YORK 

THE  RENDEZVOUS  FOR  ALL  FOREIGN  ARTISTS 


THe  vStadium 


Harry  Day 

THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arundle  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


The  Devil’s  Own  Trick 

An  entirely  new  and  clever  card  trick  for  the 
pocket.  Fools  the  knowing  ones  and  still  is 
easy  to  do.  Sure  to  please  you.  Complete 
with  ingeniusly  prepared  special  cards 
(which  can  be  examined)  and  full  instructions 
Price  25  Cents.  ::  ::  ::  ::  :: 

A.  Rotherberg’s  Magical  Repository 

176  Ontario  Street  Chicago,  HI. 


His  Xmas  Present 


$2.00 

by 

mail 

post¬ 

paid 


Erery  man  who  §haTe8 
himself  will  be  delighted  with  the 
Automatic  Razor  Strop.  The  strop 
rolls  up  automatically  In  the  ease 
by  a  spring.  Always  clean  and 
free  from  the  dust  and  grit  so 
ruinons  to  a  razor’s  edge. 

Simple, Compact,  Handy  au  d 
Durable.  The  I^eathcr  is 
tanned  by  a  special  pro¬ 
cess,  producing  sharp¬ 
ening  effects  never 


before  obtained. 
Money  bark 
if  yon  are 
not  satis¬ 
fied. 


Silver 
plated, 
b  e  a  II  t  i- 
fully  fin¬ 
ished,  a 
novel,  use- 
f  n  1,  ideal 
present  for 
any  roan.  So 
small,  it  is  just 
the  thing  for  the 
Tourist  or  Commer¬ 
cial  Traveler,  for  the 
traveling  bag  or  toilet 
case.  Always  ready  for  in¬ 
stant  U8S,  yet  always  rolled  up 
out  of  the  way. 

AUTOMATIC  RAZOR  STROP  CO. 

816  Schiller  Bldg.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


Many  of  the  beautiful  women  you  meet  are  using 
Prof.  Austin’s  Sun  Flower  Flesh  Food.  It  Is 
compounded  from  pure  extracts  and  will  not  force 
hair  or  Injure  the  most  delicate  skin.  Not  a  common  mas¬ 
sage  cream,  but  a  highly  nutritious  food  for  the  skin 
which  nourishes  and  removes  all  waste  tissues,  fills  out 
hollow,  scrawny  necks  and  cheeks  with  firm,  healthy  fiesh, 
and  develops  the  shrunken  and  Immature  figure  In  a  most 
remarkable  manner.  It  Is  a  natural  beauty-maker  that 
will  permanently  remove  tan,  freckles,  moth-patches, 
pimples,  blackheads,  fiesh- worms,  gimburn,  chaps  and  all 
skin  Imperfections;  makes  a  dark  skin  lighter,  clearer, 
\  purer,  and  removes  all  unsightly  blemishes.  Ladles  who 
luse  it  are  enthusiastic  over  Its  marvelous  results.  Sample 
Ibox  sent  with  full  Instructions,  also  booklet  on  care  of 
Ithe  hair  and  scalp;  enclose  2  cents  for  postage. 

\PR0F.  J.  H.  AUSTIN,  Skin  and  Scalp  Specialist, 

465  McVlckers’  Theatre  Building,  Chicago. 
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Manhattan  Detective  Agency,  Inc. 

ST.  JAMES  BUILDING 
Broadway  and  20tl\  Street,  New  YorK 


Thirty-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines 
of  detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  in 
criminal  and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  Mercantile  Houses,  Factories, 
Corporations,  Lawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 


MANHATTAN  DETECTIVE  AGENCY,  ST.  JAMES  BLDG., 

Telephone  910  Madison  Square 


26th  ST.  &  BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 


WANTED 


Information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
speak  with  authority  of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  to  give  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  always  solicited.  Whenever 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
compile  a  Magicians'  Encyclopedia. 


Address:  Conjurers*  MontHly  Mag(azine 

278  W.  llStH  St.,  New  YorK 

MOTE:  Jfny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns. 


ERNST  B  ASCH 


Factory  for  OMLY  the  largest  apparatus  used  in  Magic,  Illusions  and 

Mystery  shows  for  large  exhibitions 

In  my  factory  I  have  one  floor  devoted  entirely  for  an  auditorium,  in  which  I  have 
a  large  stage  where  all  the  late.st  illusions  are  ready  for  exhibition,  and  you  are  under  no 
obligations  whatsoever  to  purchase  a  pfenning’s  worth,  but  will  pleasantly  exhibit  any  Il¬ 
lusion,  Mystery  or  apparatus  as  often  as  required. 

In  Chambre  Square,  The  Doll,  The  Fairy  of  the  Rose,  The  Flying  Cage  with  Lady,  The 
Witches  Table  and  many  other  novelties  that  have  never  been  for  sale  elsewhere.  All 
illusions  done  without  dark  background,  without  glasses  and  without  traps  in  the  stage! 
Circular  Free.  ERNST  BAiSCH,  Haixover,  Germai:\y 

{Berliner  Tageblatt,  Sunday,  Jan.  29,  1906) 

“Secret  Hexentisch*  is  a  small  table  covered  with  a  black  cloth,  a  nod  of  the  Master 
“and  the  cover  falls  off  to  the  stage.  The  table  is  small,  can  be  examined  by  any  one  of 
“the  audience,  and  can  be  taken  any  distance  from  the  Master.  It  answers  all  questions, 
“tells  you  the  card  selected,  answers  mysteriously  by  ringing  of  a  bell,  and  will  also  per- 
“ form  all  its  mysteries,  even  when  the  Master  is  ^ken  in  another  room,  eyes  tied  and 
“hand  and  feet  secured  so  as  to  prevent  any  signals. 


SOCIETY  OF  AMERICAN  MAGICIANS 


Meeting  on  the  First  Saturday  Eve¬ 
ning  of  each  month  at  eight  o’clock, 
except  legal  holidays,  at  Martinka’s 
Magical  Palace,  493  Sixth  Avenue, 
New  York 


L’lIvLUSIONNISTE 

Le  SeuI  Journal  Francais  devone  aux  Magicians 

I^Paraissant  tous  les  Mois-fonde  en  1901 
abounement  8  frs.  ($1.60)  par  an. 

Specimen  Number,  0.75 

Editeur:  CAR.OLY,  fabricant apparatus 

11  Rtxe  Cardinal  Lemoine  Paris 
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f  EDITORIAL  r 

'  V- 

A  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year 
to  all. 

*  4!  * 

We  hope  that  the  forthcoming  year  will 
be  as  prosperous,  or  more  so,  than  the  past 
year. 

*  *  * 

Never  has  Magic  been  so  high  in  standard 
as  it  is  at  the  present  day  and  date. 

4c  *  * 

Nothing  succeeds  like«success. 


VoL.  I.  DECEMBER,  1906  No.  4 


Advertising  Rates  Payable  in  Advance. 
Discount  on  annual  and  semi  annual  contracts. 

All  communications  must  be  addressed  as 
above. 

Material  on  all  matters  likely  to  be  of  interest 
to  our  readers  always  sought  for,  manuscript 
must  be  marked  “Payment”  otherwise  will  be 
used  “Complimentary.”  Manuscript  to  be  re¬ 
turned  must  have  enclosed  the  required  post 
age  stamps. 

English  Representative,  Theo.  Hardeen,  care 
of  Anger  &  Bauer,  50  Rupert  Street,  London, 
W.,  England. 


And  the  surest  method  of  finding  out  if 
you  are  a  success  is  to  find  out  how  much 
jealousy  and  malice  your  success  may  have 
aroused  in  the  beings  who  are  the  mile-stones 
of  the  worst  kind  of  life’s  failures. 

4c  4c  4c 

But  an  educated  failure  is  more  to  be 
pitied  than  scorned. 

4c  4c  4c 

The  police  state  that  an  educated  rascal 
is  the  worst  kind  of  a  crook. 

4c  4c  4c 

And  for  those  that  gloat  over  the  fact 
that  the  Handcuff  Act  has  met  its  Waterloo, 
or  that  it  has  met  its  downward  step,  kindly 
read  Manager  J.  H.  Moore’s  unsolicited  letter 
in  our  Mail  Bag  pages. 

4c  4c  4c 


Correspondents  abroad,  T.  Bolin,  Moscow, 
Russia;  O.  Fischer,  Vienna,  Austria;  James 
Leahman,  Teheran,  Persia,  etc.,  etc. 

The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  is  not  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  opinions  of  its  correspondents. 

The  entire  contents  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine  are  protected  by  copy¬ 
right,  and  publishers  everywhere  are 
cautioned  against  reproducing  any  of  the 
matter,  either  wholly  or  in  part  without 
permission. 

The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  is 
for  sale  by  all  reputable  dealers  of  Con¬ 
juring  Apparatus. 

Back  numbers  can  be  purchased  by  sending 
Ten  Cents  for  each  number. 


So  let  all  of  us  forget  our  hatred  against 
those  that  are  more  successful  than  ourselves, 
and  extend  them  all  a  hearty  Merry  Christ¬ 
mas. 

4c  4c  4c 

Our  circulation  is  increasing  every  month, 
and  if  you  wish  to  sell  or  buy  anything,  or 
obtain  information,  try  our  advertising  space. 

4c  4c  4c 

Thousands  of  people  read  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine,  and  it  is  the  best  paying  1 
advertising  medium  in  the  world  today  for  any  < 
magician  or  people  that  cater  to  a  reputable  j 
mail  order  business.  I 

4c  4c  4c 

Any  one  answering  any  of  the  advertise-  : 
ments  in  our  columns,  and  failing  to  obtain  ■' 
full  value  for  money  sent,  will  favor  us  by 
sending  particulars  so  we  can  investigate  each 
and  every  case. 


J 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


109 


UNKNOWN  FACTS 


Concerning 


ROBERT  HOUDIN 


Material  collected  personally  by  Harry  Houdini 
(Published  for  the  first  time) 

(copyright,  1906,  BY  HARRY  HOUDINI.) 

*  *  * 

When  completed  the  articles  under- 
this  heading  will  be  a  sort  o£  Encyclo¬ 
paedia  of  Magicians  and  their  tricks  dat¬ 
ing  back  to  1 080;  in  some  monthly  in¬ 
stallments  Robert  Houdin  facts  are 
hardly  mentioned  which  is  due  to  the 
necessity  of  showing  from  where  the  ma¬ 
terial  and  data  were  obtained  to  prove 
all  my  claims ;  but  all  material  will  form 
a  chain,  each  fact  and  date  leading  to 
the  other.  It  is  impossible  otherwise  to 
prove  my  statements. 

{Continued) 


♦  «  « 

In  1868  a  Troupe  of  Indians  was 
brought  to  London  and  exhibited  at  the 
Covent  Garden.  This  Company  con¬ 
sisted  of  six  females  and  twelve  males: 
I  reproduce  the  original  programme  and 
quote  from  the  Morning  Post,  February. 
1868,  as  follows : 

COVENT-GARDEN  THEATRE. 

While  all  sorts  of  rumors  are  being 
circulated  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  at 
this  theatre  during  the  opera  season,  an 
element  of  variety  has  been  introduced 
into  the  performances  now  taking  place. 
A  number  of  Indian  acrobats  and  jug¬ 
glers  have  been  engaged,  six  of  whom 
are  said  to  be  women,  while  the  remain¬ 
ing  twelve  are  avowedly  men.  The  al¬ 
leged  women  are  wrapped  up  in  band¬ 
ages,  as  if  to  prevent  the  bad  effects  that 
might  otherwise  be  caused  by  the  hor¬ 
rible  contortions  into  which  they  throw 
themselves.  The  men  wear  Indian  tur¬ 
bans,  British  flannel  shirts,  and  the 


“tights,”  which,  we  suppose,  are  com¬ 
mon  to  acrobats  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Both  men  and  women  are  evidently 
adepts  at  their  work ;  and  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  bill  of  the  evening  that 
they  had  once  formed  part  of  a  cele¬ 
brated  company  which  was  in  the  habit 
of  playing  before  the  King  of  Oude  at 
Lucknow.  To  this  an  oral  statement 
was  added  last  night,  to  the  effect  that 
the  jugglers  had  only  just  arrived  from 
the  East,  and  that  they  had  been  obliged 
to  increase  their  ordinary  rate  of  travel¬ 
ing  in  order  to  arrive  in  time  for  last 
night’s  representation. 

This  announcement  was  received  with 
more  applause  than  were  the  juggling 
tricks  and  acrobatic  feats  that  were  af¬ 
terwards  exhibited.  But  it  was,  in  fact, 
much  more  remarkable  that  the  circus 
company  of  the  ex-King  of  Oude  should 
hasten  their  journey  (whether  overland 
or  by  sea)  in  order  to  arrive  at  Covent- 
garden  Theatre  on  a  particular  evening, 
at  a  particular  hour,  than  that  they 
should  tumble,  walk  on  their  hands,  and 
balance  themselves  on  the  slack  rope 
neither  more  dexterously  nor  more 
gracefully  than  the  posture-masters,  con¬ 
tortionists,  and  rope-dancers  of  France 
and  England. 

Everything  that  the  Indians  did  was 
well  done,  but  they  were  a  long  time 
doing  it,  a  still  longer  time  getting  ready 
to  do  it;  nor  did  they  attempt  anything 
that  w'as  really  extraordinary.  The 
chief  juggler,  as  he  seemed  to  be,  after 
an  immense  deal  of  preparation,  poured 
a  handful  of  dry  sand  into  a  basin  of 
water,  and  then  took  from  out  of  the 
basin  of  water  a  handful  of  dry  sand. 
This,  astonishing  as  it  no  doubt  was,  ap¬ 
peared,  after  all,  but  a  small  achieve¬ 
ment  for  so  large  a  theatre.  Probably 
the  Indians  conjure  better  than  Leotard; 
and  they  are  doubtless  more  at  their  ease 


110 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


on  the  slack  rope  than  Robert  Houdin 
would  be.  But  they  can  do  no  one  thing 
sufficiently  well  to  satisfy,  nor,  indeed, 
to  come  in  any  way  up  to,  the  expecta¬ 
tions  of  those  who  have  seen  the  great 
European  performers  in  a  similar  style. 
Nevertheless,  there  is  a  certain  character 
about  these  Indians  which  makes  their 
exhibition  interesting  for  a  short  time. 
They  are  not  quick  enough  to  please 
our  public.  That  seems  to  us  their  chief 
fault,  and  it  is  one  which  may  be  reme¬ 
died.  The  King  of  Oude  no  doubt  con- 


THEATRE  ROYAL 

eO¥£KT  QAEBEK. 

THrS  KVENINO, 

Will  be  PresenUd  (at  Seven  o’clock)  the  popular  and  Jaugliable  Farce  of  THE 

GOOSE  WITH  THE  GOLDSIf  EGGS, 

Hiaaier.  )  Country  Attorneys  (  mJ"  J.' dI'stOvLe 

Bonser.  'Turbo’s  Clerk)  Mr.  WALTER  ROBINS 
Mrs  Turly,  Miss  EDCaR  Cla.'a.  Miss  FLORENCE  EVELEIOH 

After  which,  at  EIGHT  o’clock, 

Tti£  EXTRAOROINAHY  AND  ORIGINAL 
FEATS  OF  THE  WONDERFUL 


Cor.si-.ting  of  Six  Females  and  Twelve  Males,  from  Dehll, 
Lucknow,  Nepaul,  and  the  Junjaub. 

The  Members  of  tlie  Troupe  arc— 

CADOTREE,  ELEGKLAH,  REROJAII,  ELECHEE,  BANG, 
LOUNC,  Fercalc  Cusreettees  ; 

MOULAII  BUX,  JADOOGHEER,  SAMJOO  MUNGKOO, 
Nutha  Cusrutlf; 

R.tJUB,  DAVKIE,  SOLAC,  Performers  on  the  VibraOng  Ropo; 
HUREZ,  KULLOO.  BYIULS,  JUDDIIOO,  SONaB.  BICKNOO, 
rul'vanglieeio. 

Perfottuers  of  the  above  were  fi>nnerly  ailaeUed  to  the  Court  of  iKe 
KlHC  OK  OUDE,  ot  Luckrow,  nud  ara  coo^iJeied  the  most  wouderful 
perfomers  of  tUeir  cUsa  in  iQdu. 

Original  program  of  Troupe  of  Hindoos 
brought  to  England,  February,  1868. 

sidered  the  doings  of  his  acrobatic  troupe 
quite  enough  for  a  single  evening’s  en¬ 
tertainment;  but,  with  the  farce  of  the 
*‘Goose  with  the  Golden  Eggs”  to  pre¬ 
cede  it,  and  the  pantomime  of  “Robin 


Hood”  to  follow,  the  Indian  perform¬ 
ance,  as  now  given,  is  to  an  English  au¬ 
dience  somewhat  long. 


After  their  engagement  at  the 
Covent  Garden  they  played  for  a  long 
term  at  the  Crystal  Palace. 

In  1877  Dr.  Lynn  brought  to  London 
another  troupe  of  Hindoos,  and  judging 
from  the  newspaper  clippings  in  my 
possession  they  went  through  the  same 
routine  as  their  predecessors.  The  only 
strange  trick  that  I  can  find  in  their  pro¬ 
gramme  is  cooking  on  the  head  of  one 
of  the  youths.  The  following  extract  is 
from  the  London  Telegraph,  April,  1877 : 
“Dr.  Lynn  has  brought  to  England  some 
native  Hindoo  conjurers  and  snake 
charmers;  *  *  *  first  appearance  at  the 
Aquarium  to-day ;  *  *  *  but  at  their  pri¬ 
vate  perform.ance  for  the  Press  *  *  * 
one  of  the  most  applauded  tricks  was 
the  cooking,  by  means  of  a  fierce  fire 
placed  on  the  boy’s  head,  of  a  very 
savory  dish.  The  body  was  enveloped 
in  a  loose  cloth,  but  from  time  to  time 
the  boy’s  voice  could  be  heard.  When 
the  dish  was  cooked  and  the  cloth  with¬ 
drawn  he  was  discovered  seated,  quite 
cool,  comfortable  and  smiling.” 

Prom  this  date  onward  the  Hindoo 
Troupes  came  in  such  droves  to  Europe, 
that  they  lost  their  drawing  power  and 
novelty:  to-day  they  are  simply  used  for 
a  fill-in  number  or  for  the  Lairs,  Street 
Carnivals  and  Store  shows. 

Another  East  Indian  “Erom  Madras” 
was  featured  in  England,  about  1819, 
and  on  the  following  page  there  is  re¬ 
produced  a  programme  from  the  many 
in  my  possession. 

Conjuring  Authors’  Mistakes 

It  seems  strange  that  so  many  mis¬ 
takes  have  been  copied  from  one  author 
to  the  other.  I  have  taken  no  man’s 
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Ill 


(FOR  THIS  WEEK.) 

By  Particular  Desk  e  of  several  Ladies  and- Gentlemen. 
NEW  AND  GRAND  PERFORMANCES. 


BY  PERMISSION  OF  THE 

Right  Worshipful  th€  Way  or 


THIS  PRESENT 

Monday  Evening,  March  29th, 

And  every  Evening  during  the  Week, 

NDIAN, 

(FROM  MADRAS)  ^ 

Whose  wonderful  Feats  of  Strength  and  Agility,  as  well  as  Dexterity  of  Hand,  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  such  unbouirted  Admiration  and  Applause  thronghout  the  whole  VVorld,  and 
which  have  attracted  the  attention  of  all  ranks,  from  Royalty  downwards, 

WILL  COMMENCE  UIS  PERFORMANCES 

In  j]Ir.  Soulby’s  Large  Room,  over  the  Corn  Exchange, 

..  MARKET. PLACE,  HULL. 

His  astonishing  Performances  commence  with 

1.  Breaking  in  pieces  a  quantity  of  Thread,  burning  it,  and  then  miraculously  rejoining 
the  pieces,  and  bringing  them  tp  their  former  state 

2.  The  wonderful  Transformation  of  commou  Sea  Sand  into  various  colours. 

3..  Whimsical  Deception  with  the  Egg  and  Bag. 

4.  A  great  variety  of  singular  Feats  with  Brass  Balls  and  Cops,  by  which  it  would 
appear  that  he  can  wonderfully  increase  their  number  at  command. 

5.  Series  of  Evolutions  with  four  hollow  Brass  Balls,  each  one  Pound  weight,  with  which 
he  forms  every  possible  Circle;  horizontally,  perpendicularly,  obliquely,  transversely, 
round  his  Legs,  under  his  Arm's,  about  his  Head,  in  large  and  small  Positions,  keeping 
the  whole  in  mdtion  at  the  iame  time,  and  with  the  rapidity  of  a  whirlwind. 

6.  The  Indian  Top,  which  he'spins  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  his  Country,  balancing  it  on 
his  Nose  and  Forehead. 

7.  Wonderful  Balance  of  a  Sword  upon  bis  Forehead;  at  the  same  time  twirling  Four 
circular  Pieces  of  Brass,  on  hijHarge  Toes  and  Fore-fingers,  and  threading  a  quantity  of 
small  Beads  with  his  Tongue. 

8.  He  will  balance  on  his  Forehead  an' artificial  Tree,  on  which  are  perched  upwards  of 
twenty  Birds,  which  he  singly  shoots  off  the  Branches,  by  a  Tube  loaded  with  small  Bul¬ 
lets,  placed  in  his  Mouth.  ;  < 

9  Surprising  Feats  with  Three  remarkable  Two-edged  Knives,  keeping  them  all  in 
motion  at  the  same  time,  and  with  the  greatest  rapidity. 

•  10.  A  beautiful  Chinese  Temple,  which  he  forms  in  a  surprising  manner  with  his  Mouth, 
by  twelve  small  Canes  ;  afterwards  balancing  the  whole  on  his  upper  Lip. 

.  It.  lie  swallows  a  Stone,  of  the  weight  of  two  ounces,  with  the  same  ease  as  an  Euro¬ 
pean  would  swallow  a  small  piece  of.  Sugar,  which  when  it  comes  up  again  will  bring 
with  it  a  quantity  of  various  coloured  Thread 

12.  He  will  put  a  Hook  Up  his  .Nose,  to  which  is  attached  a  String,  with  a  Stone  sus¬ 
pended  to  it  of  upwards  cf  3clb  weight,  which  he  will  swing  to  the  distance  of  a  Yard, 
and  throw  all  away  together. 

13.  To  conclude  with  throwing'  a  large  Stone  Ball,  weighing  Twelve  Pounds  and  a  Half, 
with  his  Feel  over  his  Head,  receiving  it  on  his  Arms  aud  various  parts  of  his  Body,  with 
surprising  quickness. 

•  Admittance — Front  Seats,  2s. —  Back  Seals,  is. 

♦,*  Doors  to  be  opened  at  Seven  o’Clock,  and  to  commence  precisely  at  Half-past. 

Music  during  the  Performance. 

GOOD  FIRES  IN  THE  ROOM. 

For  the  Accbmraodation  of  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  attending  the  Market,  there  will  be  a 
performance  on  Tuesday  Forenoon.  Doors  to  be  opened  at  Eleven  o’Clock,  and  to  begin 
preciselj'  at  Half-past. 

Topping  and  Dkwsott^  Printers,  47,  I.owgate,  Hull. 

Program  of  East  Indian  from  Madras,  1819. 
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word  for  a  certainty,  and  have  visited 
almost  every  country  in  Continental  Eu¬ 
rope  to  hunt  for  material  to  verify  the 
matter  that  I  already  had  in  hand.  No 
statement  made  to  me  was  accepted  as 
genuine,  and  should  I  make  a  misstate¬ 
ment,  shall  only  be  too  pleased  to  public¬ 
ly  correct  same.  Thomas  Frost  (hav¬ 
ing  undoubtedly  read  Morley’s  Bartho- 
mew  Fair  book)  has  written  several  in¬ 
teresting  books  (“Lives  of  the  Con¬ 
jurers,”  “Circus  Life,”  “Old  Showman” 
and  “London  Fairs”  etc.,  etc.)  and  has 
also  made  some  gross  mistakes ;  he 
quotes  the  bogus  Blitz  and  bogus  Bosco 
as  the  real ;  calls  Joseph  Stodare,  Alfred ; 
omits  the  existence  of  the  other  brother, 
Alfred,  entirely;  in  fact  Frost  has  placed 
on  record  many  an  inexcusable  error 
where  he  was  right  on  the  ground,  and 
with  very  little  extra  effort  could  have 
given  the  correct  facts.  The  errors  in 
E.  R,  Evans’s  books  also  are  mainly  the 
result  of  copying  from  the  mistakes  of 
others. 

In  his  book  “Old  and  New  Magic” 
(page  1 12)  he  says  R.  Shelton  Macken¬ 
zie  translated  Houdin’s  life  in  1859, 
This  is  wrong,  as  the  book  “Houdin’s 
Memoirs”  was  first  translated  in  Ken¬ 
sington,  May,  1859,  the  writer  of 
“Criminal  Celebrities,”  an  author  known 
as  Lascelles  Wraxall.  Comparing  the 
first  and  original  edition 'and  translation, 
I  note  that  Mr.  R.  Shelton  Mackenzie 
does  not  acknowledge  who  the  real 
translator  is,  and  apparently  wishes  to 
convey  the  idea  that  he  is  the  real  and 
only  “Simon  Pure”  translator,  for  he 
fails  to  mention  Lascelles  Wraxall’s 
name,  and  in  his  preface  he  states  “A 
faithful  translation  of  which  is  here  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  American  reading  public. 

I  cannot  say  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  de¬ 
liberately  took  credit  for  translating  the 
book,  but  I  can  safely  say  that  he  did 


not  give  credit  to  the  original  translator, 
and  from  whom  Mr.  Mackenzie’s  book 
is  copied  word  for  word,  simply  writ¬ 
ing  a  new  preface  in  which  he  corrects 

By  particular  Desire.  Positively  the  last  Night. 

Tewkesbury  New  Theatre. 

Under  ihe  Patronage  of  the 

PROPRIETORS  OF  THE  THEATRE. 


Vera  Breda^ 

cflrbratftJ  Sn'Dian, 

FKO.M  MADft.4S. 

.  Hto  iB*  bftsour  to  •nnouoe*  to  th»  lnhal»ii»nt»  of  tbii  Towo  and  NrifMK>u»b''od,  tlwi 

On  WEDNESDAY  Evening  next. 

The  nth  of  JANUARY.  1320, 

HF.  WILL  EXHIBIT  HIS 

ISTtt'aortimar|>  iFrato 

or 

Strength  and  */lgiUty^ 

Which  hare  been  the  admiration  of  Europe. 

Amongst  a  great  variety  of  wonderful  Performances,  be  will  display  hb  astoaUhing 
power  over  ' 

4  l>rass  Balls 

EACH  ONE  POUND  IV EIGHT-, 

He  will  make  them  describe  every  possible  Circle,  horizontal,  perpendicular,' 
oblique,  and  transverse,  round  his  Legs,  under  his  Arms,  tod  aboui  his  Head,  m 
lar^  and  stDal)  Circles,  keeping  the  whole  10  motion  at  ibe  same  time,  with  the 
rapidity  of  a  VVhirlwjnd. 

HE  WILL  FORM  A  BEAUTirUL 

CHINESE  TEMPLE, 

In  a  surprising  Maoner  wUn  bis  Mouth,  n-ith  twelve  Canes;  afterward*  batancmg 
the  whole  upon  his  upper  Lip. 

HE  WILL  THROW  A  LARGE 

Stone  Hath 

Weighing  \'l  Pounds  and  a  ^  ^ 

With  his  Feet,  over  his  Mead,  receiving  it  on  bis  Artn  and 
various  parts  of  his  Body,  with  surprising  quickness. 

At  the  end  of  his  Performances,  be  will  actually 

SWALLOW  A  SWORD, 

TWO  FEET  LONG ; 

Accon>p»oied  wi*b  »  Phfvlajr  of 

Fire  -  Works  f 

This  astonishing  u  exhibited  witbovt  dcrepiioo.  snd  b»s  be^o  the  amuenwoi  of  all  Men  of  Science 
•ioce  it  wos  bf»l  pcT-TotvMf  io  'bis  C<>octrf. 

Peon  w3]  be  opened  al  Six  o'Clorb,  aod  lb*  Pe/forraeocc  coameoee  at  Srvfo  o'Ctock  p^ecHcty. 

Ae  tWs  FjilttlnlieQ  h  fo«d  ptcaliarty  intrvetiing  to  Iwailc  VU>ie*a.  the  rottesving  friwe  wUt  be  takrt 
for  tbeir  acreafflodftkro; 

POXES,.: .  i  6  I  cbndres .  t  t 

fVT.  .  I  d  Ditto .  1  O 

CAtLERY.  .  1  0  I  Dnie  .  O  6 

TieWte  eetr  to  be  tehee  at  ibe  Doon.  *bKh  nay  bt  bad  at  1.  BeeaecT*  Priauaf-CTlto 
Resale  Eihfbitioos  f«  tb<  Towe.  Too  Oniece*. 


Vera  Breda’s  program  of  1826:  By  compar¬ 
ing  this  program  with  the  one  of  the  Indian 
from  Madras  you  will  note  the  same  routine 
of  experiments;  and  so  undoubtedly  (even 
though  no  name  is  mentioned)  this  East  In¬ 
dian  must  have  been  Vera  Breda  in  1819;  both 
programs  are  reproduced  for  your  compari¬ 
son  and  study. 
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some  gross  errors  of  Houdin,  and  at  the 
finish  adding  an  index.  This  certainly 
cannot  be  considered  fair  towards  the 
original  translator;  for  many  years  it 
has  been  the  prevailing  impression  that 
Mr.  R.  Shelton  Mackenzie  himself  did 
the  translating.  While  searching  the 
book  stores  in  England  I  purchased  sev¬ 
eral  copies  of  the  original  translation. 
It  first  appeared  in  two  volumes  pub¬ 
lished  by  Chapman  &  Hall,  193  Picca¬ 
dilly  street,  London,  1859. 

Mr.  L.  Wraxall  signs  his  preface. 
May,  1859,  while  the  American  edition 
is  signed  by  Mr.  R.  S.  Mackenzie, 
Philadelphia,  September  26,  1859,  and 
published  by  Geo.  G.  Evans,  439  Chest¬ 
nut  street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

While  Mr.  R.  S.  Mackenzie  praises 
Robert  Houdin  in  his  preface  neverthe¬ 
less  he  calls  attention  to  several  errors 
which  I  have  already  mentioned,  and 
which  only  proves  that  Robert  Houdin 
simply  wrote  his  book  to  make  it  in¬ 
teresting,  and  in  that  he  has  succeeded. 

I  agree  with  Mr.  L.  Wraxall,  who 
seems  to  have  an  insight  into  Robert 
Houdin’s  life;  for  in  the  preface  he 
says :  “In  my  humble  capacity  as  trans¬ 
lator  of  Robert  Houdin’s  life  I  may  be 
permitted  to  make  one  or  two  remarks, 
and  answer  in  anticipation  the  objections 
which  I  feel  confident  will  be  raised. 

“In  the  first  place,  I  am  perfectly 
aware  that  this  English  copy  of  Hou¬ 
din’s  book  will  strike  many  of  my 
readers  as  even  more  Gallicised  than  the 
original ;  but  I  beg  to  assure  them  I 
have  produced  this  impression  from 
malice  prepense.  It  would  have  been 
an  easy  matter  to  make  this  book  thor- 
oroughly  English,  but  I  feel,  had  I  done 
so,  it  would  have  been  as  flat  as  yester¬ 
day’s  champagne.  The  great  merit  of 
the  book,  in  my  mind,  is  the  intense  be¬ 
lief  M.  Houdin  has  in  his  missions,  and 
though  no  Englishman  would  write  of 


himself  in  such  a  satisfied  tone,  I  am 
firmly  convinced  that  the  Arch  Conjurer 
is  actuated  by  the  same  feelings  which 
induced  \'’atel  to  fall  on  his  sword  be¬ 
cause  the  fish  did  not  arrive  in  time. 

“‘Death  before  Disgrace!’  is  appar¬ 
ently  Houdin’s  motto. 

“Granting  this  indulgence  for  his  brave 
’ords,  I  thought  it  much  better  to  pre¬ 
sent  him  to  my  readers  as  a  real  French¬ 
man,  and  not  to  endeavor  to  arrav  him 
in  an  English  garb  in  which  he  would 
have  been  a  nondescript.  That  he  is 
an  author,  almost  a  novelist,  the  Tor- 
rini  episode  will  prove.  *  *  * 

“I  dare  say,  after  all,  that  many  Eng¬ 
lishmen  are  equally  convinced  of  their 
own  supreme  talent,  though  they  do  not 
express  that  opinion  as  naively  as  does 
Robert  Houdin.” 

Lascelles  Wraxall. 
Kensington,  May,  1859. 

—  My  Views  of  Houdin 
My  opinion  of  Robert  Houdin  is 
that  he  had  a  wonderful  good  opinion 
of  himself,  and  thought  it  was  not  such 
a  wrong  thing  for  him  to  take  other 
people’s  brains  and  annex  them  as  his 
own.  He  must  have  been  an  exception¬ 
ally  well  read  man,  and  had  an  excel¬ 
lent  memory.  In  his  fight  with  Robin, 
he  claims  Robin  copied  the  Inexhaustible 
Bottle  Trick  from  him,  whilst  Robin 
states  that  Houdin  deliberately  took  the 
trick  from  him.  Both  give  dates,  and  I 
put  myself  on  record  as  saying  that 
while  I  believe  Houdin  had  the  trick, 
he  certainly  has  not  the  advantage  of 
Robin,  as  Robin  never  was  known  to 
make  misstatements,  and  without  any 
malice  whatsoever  I  say  that  if  both 
claim  priority  of  the  trick,  Houdin  was 
the  “second  best”  man.  ( Macallister, 
the  Scotch  Magician  also  claimed  the 
Inexhaustible  Bottle  as  his  trick.) 

(To  be  continued.) 
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MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL. 

*  5l< 

Have  been  playing  two  halls  a  night 
this  week,  the  Paragon  Mile  End  and 
the  kletropolitan  Edgeware  Road,  and  as 
I  shall  have  to  play  two  halls  a  night 
for  some  time  to  come,  will  have  to 
hustle  so  as  to  have  my  news  in  time 
for  each  issue.  Eirst  of  all,  the  papers 
are  full  of  the  colored  Hypnotist  Prof. 
W.  A.  Barclay  of  Jamaica  (Kingston), 
who  has  buried  his  wife  for  104  hours, 
and  has  immense  crowds  watching  the 
burial  place  to  see  that  no  food  is  passed 
in  to  her.  Strange  how  an  old  trick 
will  be  resurrected  and  cause  so  much 
talk.  Years  ago  Moritt  created  a  sensa¬ 
tion  over  here  with  his  “Man  in  a 
Trance”  and  I  know  of  several  cases  in 
America  where  a  man  was  buried  for 
advertising  purposes. 

One  case  caused  a  great  deal  of  merri¬ 
ment.  This  “subject,”  a  young  fellow, 
was  buried  in  a  fair  ground,  and  it  cost 
ten  cents  to  take  a  peep  at  him.  A 
heavy  rain  storm  arising  caused  the 
water  to  rise,  and  pretty  soon  the  coffin 
was  half  filled  with  water. 

It  did  not  require  the  PrafessQr'xtq^. 
wake  the  “Subject”  for  ,ther.  water  did 


this,  and  he  hurriedly  broke  the  glass 
cover  on  the  coffin,  and  yelled  for  “as¬ 
sistance”  until  he  had  been  dug  up. 

^  ^ 


Mr.  William  Crooke  in  his  book, 
“Things  Indian,”  has  met  Indians 
that  claimed  the  power  of  remaining 
buried  for  a  long  stretch  without  detri¬ 
ment  :  other  cases  have  been  reported  by 
such  travelers  as  Dr.  Honigberger  and 
Capt.  Osborne.  Most  of  these  cases  I 
think  are  obviously  impostures,  and  are 
generally  the  acts  of  ignorant  fanatics. 

5k  *  * 


Timmy  Johnson,  who  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  the  Chief  Assistant  of  Horace 
Goldin,  joined  with  Burns  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  Blocksom  and  Burns  and  are  now 
working  as  Burns  and  Burns.  They  are 
presenting  a  very  clever  comedy  turn 
introducing  mysterious  effects ;  for  in¬ 
stance  they  have  a  gun  that  in  some  un¬ 
accountable  way  follows  one  of  them  all 
about  the  stage ;  also  have  a  peculiar 
disappearing  umbrella  trick  that  always 
makes  them  town  talk.  They  have  just 
returned  from  a  six  months’  tour  of 
South  America,  and  Jim  tells  me  that  he 
could  not  find  trace  of  a  single  magi¬ 
cian  in  South  America.  Edna  Wood 
taking  a  rest  in  America  for  a  year  and 
Balbrigga  dead,  naturally  leaves  that 
country  destitute. 

5k  5k  Sjt 

In  my  last  letter  I  wrote  about  a  man 
that '  claimed  he  was  the  originator 
of  “Dropping-with-a-rope-tied-about-his- 
neck.”  He  has  eventually  met  with  an 
accident  and  barely  managed  to  make 
his  exit  from  a  hospital.  He  may  never 
do  the  rope  drop  again. 

5k  5k 


Met  H.  W.  Snelling  P.  P.  G.  M.  of 
Newcastle  on  Tyne,  and  was  surprised 
to  learn  that  his  daughter  M.  Vano  was 
married  to  Vano  the  Handcuff  Expert. 
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They  were  over  on  a  visit  some  time 
ago,  and  gave  two  trial  shows,  one  at 
the  Empire  New  Castle,  and  the  other 
for  the  London  Mirror.  Both  of  these 
performances  failed  to  bring  in  any 
bookings. 

*  *  * 

The  Barlocks,  two  youths  of  modest 
mien,  are  working  right  along  and 
doing  very  well.  They  make  a  specialty 

of  rapid  work  in  all  of  their  mysteries. 

*  *  * 

At  the  Empire  Dudley,  I  note  on  the 
bill  a  lady  advertised  as  “Empress.” 
“She  will  extricate  herself  from  any 
position.”  That  is  a  happy  talent! 

Wish  at  several  times  I  could  have  ex¬ 
tricated  myself  from  positions  I  have 
been  in,  like  seasickness  or  from  hotel 
bills,  when  years  and  years  ago  mana¬ 
gers  did  not  think  so  well  of  the  Mys¬ 
tery  business.  But  such  is  life. 

*  !|C  * 

William  Cree,  known  as  “Vilvoe,” 

Strongman  and  Police  Defier,  has  mar¬ 
ried  a  young  lady  of  Sheffield. 

Good  luck  to  them  both. 

*  * 

Sampson  the  erstwhile  strong  man  is 
out  again  with  a  new  Mystery  perform¬ 
ance  called  “Sargent  Brue.”  The  na¬ 
ture  of  the  mystery  has  been  kept  secret. 

*  *  * 

Wilfred  Zelka  M.  I.  M.  C.,  whatever 
that  may  mean,  is  manager  of  a  new 
“City  Magicial  and  Entertainment  Com¬ 
pany”  in  London. 

*  ♦  4: 

Manager  Alfred  Butt  has  struck  on 
a  novel  advertising  scheme  in  inviting 
the  public  to  accept  picture  post  cards 
of  the  Mysterious  Galateas  Exposition 
of  Living  Statuary.  This  act  is  caus¬ 
ing  a  good  deal  of  favorable  comment. 

*  *  ♦ 

The  folloiwing  is  an  article  that  I  re¬ 
produce  from  a  daily  newspaper,  and 
it  ought  to  take  rank  with  the  story  of 


the  magician  throwing  the  ring  into  the 
ocean,  and  then  catching  a  fish  with  the 
ring  in  the  fish’s  mouth. 

*  *  * 

A  theatre  in  Paris  is  giving  a  one- 
act  play  called  “An  Adventure  in  Chi¬ 
cago.”  In  it  a  Erench  family  is  giving 
a  luncheon  and  sends  out  for  a  pattie. 
It  is  a  canned  affair  from  Chicago  and 
after  the  dinner  is  started  a  one-armed 
guest  is  asked  how  he  came  to  be  de¬ 
prived  of  the  member  which  he  lacks. 
He  Tells  a  long  story  about  being  run 
over  by  an  electric  car  in  Chicago  and 
how  a  dog  ran  away  with  his  arm, 
which  he  was  particularly  sorry  to  lose, 
because  on  the  finger  was  a  curious  ring 
which  he  proceeds  to  describe.  At  this 
point  one  of  the  guests  bites  on  that  very 
ring,  and  then — well,  it  is  not  necessary 
to  go  any  further.  In  France  this  deli¬ 
cate  play  is  regarded  as  a  farce. 

♦  ♦  * 

Tom  Hearn  the  Lazy  Juggler  is  at 
the  Central  Theatre,  Dresden,  this 
month :  he  handed  out  a  splendid  laugh 
to  all  the  boys,  with  the  following  letter 
printed  in  the  Encore: 

Central  Theatre,  Dresden, 
October  29th,  1906. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Encore. 

Dear  Sir: — In  one  of  your  issues 
you  referred  to  Carlton  as  a  “comedy 
juggler.”  In  justice  to  Griff  and  my¬ 
self,  allow  me  to  inform  you  that  he  is 
not  such.  He  may  be  a  comedy  con¬ 
jurer,  but  this  is  none  of  my  business. 

Faithfully  yours,  Tom  Hearn. 

#  «  * 

Will  Brown,  an  old  friend  of  mine,  is 
in  London,  and  greatly  interested  in  the 
Handcuff  business.  Although  he  does 
not  do  any  Handcuff  work,  I  think  his 
knowledge  in  that  line  is  certainly  ahead 
of  many  of  the  so-called  professional 
Handcuff  Kings. 
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COMBINATION  ^^CARD  IN  EGG" 
TRICK 

An  excellent  trick  for  Amateurs  or 
Professionals. 

Jfote. — Effect  to  the  Audience 

You  show  a  pack  of  playing  cards, 
shuffle  them,  and  allow  one  to  be  se¬ 
lected  ;  allow  this  card  to  be  torn  up 
and  while  it  is  being  destroyed,  walk  to 
your  table,  and  pick  up  a  black  box  into 
which  you  allow  the  torn  card  to  be 
placed. 

After  the  torn  card  is  in  this  box,  take 
one  torn  off  corner  of  the  card  and  hand 
it  to  some  one  to  hold.  The  black  box 
is  now  also  given  to  some  one  to  hold, 
and  while  it  is  being  held  up  in  full 
view,  you  again  turn  to  your  table  and 
bring  down  a  plate  full  of  fresh  eggs. 

You  allow  an  egg  to  be  selected  by 
some  one  at  the  opposite  side  of  the 
card  selecter ;  after  the  egg  has  been 
selected,  you  ask  the  person  to  hold  the 
egg  in  the  air  on  a  small  plate  that  you 
have  for  the  purpose.  At  command  the 
torn  card  will  leave  the  black  box,  and 
on  breaking  open  the  egg,  the  card  is 
found  in  it,  restored,  but  with  one  corner 
missing,  and  on  the  otlier  corner 
being  matched,  that  has  been  held  by  the 
spectator,  it  will  be  found  to  exactly  fit 
the  card  that  has  just  been  taken  from 
the  egg. 

EXPLANATION. 

The  card  selected  must  be  forced,  that 
is,  you  compel  the  party  selecting  a  card 
to  virtually  select  the  card  that  you  al¬ 
most  push  into  his  hand.  If  you  do  not 
wish  to  take  any  chances  on  the  trick, 
the  best  way  is  to  use  a  “forcing  pack," 
in  which  all  the  cards  are  alike. 

Advance  preparation.  Let  us  sup¬ 
pose  that  you  are  going  to  force  the  Jack 
of  Diamonds.  Before  the  performance 
take  a. Jack  of  Diamonds,  tear  off  one 
corner,  fold  the  card  into  three  parts. 


make  a  roll  of  it  and  place  it  into  the  end 
of  a  hollow  wand  which  contains  a  rod 
that  can  be  pushed  up  and  down  inside 
of  it;  this  wand  is  painted  black  so  as 
to  look  like  any  ordinary  wand. 

Place  the  torn-off  end  of  the  card  into 
the  bottom  compartment  of  a  mechanical 
black  card  box  (its  mechanism  will  be 
described  later  on). 

Performance  of  trick.  Take  a  pack 
of  cards  and  ask  someone  to  take  a  card, 
either  forcing  the  card,  or  if  using  a 
“forcing  pack"  allow  any  card  to  be 
taken  from  the  pack ;  ask  selector  of  card 
to  completely  tear  up  the  card  and  place 
it  into  the  mechanical  black  card  box; 
now  this  has  a  flap  on  the  side  which  is 
held  down  by  a  small  hook  which  releases 
the  flap  when  you  close  the  cover  of  the 
box,  and  so  takes  up  the  torn  up  card 
and  makes  it  appear  that  the  card  has 
disappeared  and  brings  to  view  the  torn 
off  corner  of  the  card  you  had  prepared 
in  advance.  Now  hand  this  torn  off 
corner  to  the  person  that  selected  the 
card  and  say  that  he  had  better  retain  it 
in  his  possession.  Next  take  an  egg, 
which  you  have  previously  allowed  some¬ 
one  to  choose  from  the  plate  full  of  eggs, 
and  break  it  with  the  tip  of  your  wand 
that  contains  the  rolled  up  card,  and  as 
you  break  the  shell  gently,  push  the 
card  into  the  egg  by  forcing  it  out  of 
the  wand  by  means  of  the  rod. 
Suddenly  you  spy  the  card  and 
show  the  audience  that  you  really  ex¬ 
tract  the  card  from  the  egg.  Next  unroll 
the  card  and  hand  it  to  the  card  selec¬ 
tor,  proving  to  him  that  it  is  the  card 
he  selected  and  that  the  corner  he  has 
in  his  hand  exactly  fits  the  missing  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  card  taken  from  the  egg. 

Note — Any  amateur  can  perform  this 
trick,  and  the  mechanical  card  box, 
wand  and  forcing  pack  of  cards  can  be 
purchased  from  all  reliable  magical  dealers. 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

Under  this  column,  you  have  the  right 
to  make  any  complaint  against  any  one 
that  you  wish.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the 
means  of  bettering  certain  conditions 
that  exist  at  the  present  time.  We  will 
not  be  responsible  for  our  correspond¬ 
ents’  opinions. 


We  only  publish  this  letter  in  order 
to  answer  a  lot  of  so-called  jealousies 
that  are  circulated  regarding  the  draw¬ 
ing  power  of  the  Handcuff  perform¬ 
ance. 

Teaiple  Theatre, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Dec.  i,  1906. 
To  PIaery  Houdini,  “Handcuff  King.” 

This  is  to  certify  that  you  have  dur¬ 
ing  your  engagement  at  the  Temple 
Theatre,  Detroit,  Mich.,  the  week  of 
November  26,  1906,  broken  all  existing 
records  of  the  theatre  for  attendance. 
And  it  is  to  further  certify  that  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  theatre  you  have  just  broken, 
was  made  by  yourself  at  a  previous  en¬ 
gagement  when  you  broke  the  record 
held  by  Vesta  Tilley, 

The  statement  of  Uol.  Gaston  Borde- 
veriAs  to  the  effect  that  he  broke  the 
record  for  attendance  at  the  Temple 
Theatre  during  his  engagement  at  said 
theatre,  is  without  foundation. 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Moore,  Proprietor  and  Manager. 

♦  He  * 

10  Tytherton  Road, 
Tufnell  Park,  N. 

Dear  Sir  : 

First  copy  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Magazine  safely  to  hand,  for  which  ac¬ 
cept  best  thanks.  You  may  add  my 
name  to  the  list  of  regular  subscribers. 

I  have  at  present  only  glanced 
through  the  first  pages  of  No.  i,  but 
even  from  such  a  casual  notice  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  just 


what  is  wanted  amongst  the  ‘profes¬ 
sion’  in  place  of  the  many  worthless 
‘journals’  (?)  foisted  upon  us  at  present 
time — papers  compiled  and  edited  by 
would-be  Magicians  who  have  no  more 
knowledge  of  the  art  than  the  person 
you  mention  under  the  guise  of  ‘Mr.  G.’ 
(I  recognize,  the  man  and  perfectly 
agree  in  all  you  say  about  him.) 

Kindest  regards. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Montague  R.  Fitzwilliam. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

Andover,  N.  H., 
October  21,  1906. 

Editor  Conjurers’  Monthly  IMagazine. 

Dear  sir; 

In  answer  to  your  ad.  regarding  in¬ 
formation  concerning  old  time  Magi¬ 
cians,  I  can  give  some  account  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  man  named  Richard  Potter,  who 
was  known  as  a  wonderful  Magician, 
He  was  born  in  1783  and  lived  52 
years.  He  was  part  Hindoo  and  was 
married.  He  had  some  books,  which 
are  now  in  the  possession  of  an  old  lady, 
which  I  shall  try  and  get.  They  are 
written  in  a  foreign  language.  Potter 
was  a  Hypnotist  and  a  celebrated  Ven¬ 
triloquist.  Here  are  a  few  wonders  he 
performed.  Before  a  score  of  people 
and  in  the  open  air,  free  from  trees, 
houses  or  mechanism,  he  threw  up  a  ball 
of  yarn  and  he  and  his  wife  climbed  up 
on  it  and  vanished  in  the  air.  A  person 
coming  up  the  road  asked  what  the 
people  were  gazing  at,  and  being  told, 
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he  said  he  met  them  going  down  the 
road.  Potter  also  crawled  through  a 
solid  log.  One  day  he  happened  to  be 
passing  a  farm,  where  several  men  were 
trying  to  start  a  load  of  hay,  which  was 
to  be  pulled  up  the  hill  into  a  barn.  Pot¬ 
ter  laughed  at  them  and  unhitching  the 
horses,  he  produced  a  Rooster  from  his 
pocket  and  hitching  him  on  with  a 
string  he  pulled  the  load  up  into  the 
barn.  The  next  morning  when  they 
went  to  pitch  off  the  hay,  they  found  it 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  There  are  many 
other  things  he  did.  Potter  Place,  N.  H., 
is  named  after  him  and  in  his  dooryard 
is  erected  a  small  gravestone  inscribed 
“In  Memory  of  Richard  Potter,  the 
Celebrated  Ventriloquist,  Aged  52  years. 
Died.  Sept.  20,  1835.”  Beside  him  lies 
his  wife,  who  died  at  45  years  of  age. 
I  will  try  and  find  his  photograph  if  it 
will  be  of  any  account  to  you. 

I  live  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived 
and  have  talked  with  people  who  saw 
him  perform  these  wonders. 

Yours  respectfully, 

G.  Dana  Taylor. 

P.  S.  I  am  about  to  make  my  Pro¬ 
fession  publicly  known  and  shall  throw 
a  mist  before  their  eyes  as  is  supposed 
to  have  been  done  by  Potter. 

;!i  *  * 

We  are  in  touch  with  Mr.  Taylor, 

relative  to  this  matter  and  hope  to 
shortly  bring  some  interesting  fact  to 

the  attention  of  our  readers. 

^  * 

Editor  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine: 

In  September  number  I  see  an  item 
from  Joe  Hayman,  mentioning  Mas- 

kelyne  and  Devant  shows,  and  asking 
why  it  is.  that  all  magicians  who  are 
great  inventors  fall  back  on  their  old  il¬ 
lusions  and  tricks.  He  said  there  must 
be,  a  ^good  reason,  and  asked  for  some 
one  to  enlighten  us  on  that  subject. 


I  will  try  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to 
give  several  reasons.  I  personally  have 
spent  over  ten  thousand  dollars  in  the 
last  seven  years  trying  to  accomplish 
something  new,  in  which  I  have  been 
ONLY  partly  successful.  First,  inven¬ 
tions  are  seeds,  that  have  to  grow,  and 
they  take  a  long  time,  sometimes  years, 
before  they  are  perfect.  All  the  old  il¬ 
lusions  and  tricks  which  are  now  per¬ 
formed  before  the  public  are  master¬ 
pieces  and  cost  thousands  and  thousands 
of  dollars  before  they  got  to  that  stage 
of  perfection.  For  instance,  take  levita¬ 
tion;  it  took  fifty  years  till  it  got  to  its 
present  state.  If  one  man  had  spent  all 
the  money  on  the  different  forms  of  sus¬ 
pending  a  lady  in  the  air,  he  would 
have  spent  over  a  hundred!  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  .  , 

The  First  Invention  was  the  suspen¬ 
sion  on  a  rod. 

Next  comes  Astarta,  next  Lunet,  next 
Aga ;  then  Keller  the  magician  im¬ 
proved  Aga  so  he  could  do  it  without 
a  black  cloth  and  without  standing  be¬ 
hind.  Then  came  Maskelyne’s  Levita¬ 
tion,  which  is  the  perfection  of  all.  So 
it  is  with  all  other  inventions ;  to  accom¬ 
plish  something  it  takes  years,  an  un¬ 
limited  amount  of  money,  patience  and 
persistence ;  many  fall  by  the  wayside 
and  give  it  up,  and  go  back  to  the  old 
masterpieces.  Others  stick  to  the  old 
masterpieces  till  the  new  inventions 
materialize.  All  inventors  in  every  line 
are  dreamers,  and  very  seldom  realize 
their  dreams. 

I  have  worked  on  a  growth  of  flowers 
for  seven  years.  It  cost  me  over  twelve 
hundred  dollars  and  yet  is  not  finished. 

I  have  an  aerial  suspension  that  cost 
seven  hundred  and  fifty,  worked  six 
years  on  it,  and  -I  could  improve  it  a 
good  deal  more  if  I  cared  to  waste  more 
money.  I  hope  this  will  answer  the 
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question  wh}'  the  new  stuff  is  not  rapidly 
produced. 

Prof.  Otto  Hornmann. 

*  *  >i; 

Detroit,  ]\Jich.,  Nov.  22,  1906. 
Editor  of  Conjurers’  Alonthly  IMagazine: 

Here  is  something  I  would  like  "you 
to  fathom — A  lady  comes  into  a  parlor 
and  is  told  to  write  whatever  questions 
she  wishes  to  have  answered  on  a  sheet 
of  paper.  She  does  so  and  places  the 
sheet  of  paper  into  her  pocket  book. 
The  party  tells  her  all  she  has  written 
and  answers  all  her  questions,  though 
they  were  seated  on  a  lounge  across  the 
room.  Please  answer  in  your  next  is¬ 
sue  how  this  is  accomplished. 

Edwix  Joyce. 

*  *  * 

If  IMr.  Jo3’ce  will  be  more  explicit, 
perhaps  we  can  enlighten  him  on  the 


subject.  A  neat  way  of  finding  out  how 
things  are  written  is  shown  in  the  illus¬ 
tration. 

You  will  observe  that  in  the  cabinet 
there  is  a  concealed  confederate,  who 
sees  what  is  written  and  tells  it  to  you; 
this  is  one  method ;  but  there  are  so 


many  ways  of  obtaining  duplicate  writ- 
ings,  that  if  you  will  take  pains  and  give 
an  exact  description  as  to  what  took 
place,  we  will  try  and  give  you  a  clearer 
description. 

An  old  method  of  reading  a  card  in¬ 
side  of  an  envelope  is  to  have  a  sponge 
soaked  with  alcohol,  and  on  taking  the 
envelope  you  simply  wash  the  envelope 
with  the  alcohol,  which  causes  the  paper 
to  become  translucent,  thereby  enabling 
you  to  easil}’’  read  the  message  written. 

Alcohol  evaporates  rapidly,  and  after 
you  have  read  the  message  you  can 
make  some  excuse  for  delay  until  the 
envelope  has  regained  its  original  con¬ 
dition,  and  no  one  can  tell  what  has 
transpired.  Fifteen  years  ago  we  per¬ 
sonally  paid  a  spiritualist  $25  for  this 
trick,  and  alwaj's  felt  that  we  received 
our  money’s  worth. 

*  *  * 

London,  Eng.,  Oct.  30,  1906. 
Dear  Theo.  Hardeen  : 

May  I  congratulate  you  and  all  con¬ 
cerned  upon  the  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Alagazine?  It’s  great  and  just  wipes 
the  floor  with  all  the  others.  I  only  dis¬ 
covered  it  to-da\^  and  that  quite  by  ac¬ 
cident.  And  how  may  I  explain  your 
query  and  my  act  in  \^our  first  number, 
page  eleven  ? 

Firstly,  I  am  not  Oswald  Williams  of 
Cardiff.  This  gentleman’s  name  is 
Charles  Oswald  Williams;  he  is  a  ver)^ 
clever  amateur  conjurer,  but  I  believe 
lias  never  been  on  the  Music  Halls. 

I  met  him  some  years  back  and  we 
were  so  struck  at  the  strange  coinci¬ 
dence  in  the  similarity  of  our  names 
and  craft  that  we  were  photographed  to¬ 
gether. 

The  act  3*011  refer  to,  I  was  producing 
at  Holborn  Empire,  the  week  before 
which  I  was  giving  the  Shadowgraphy 
Act  (an  old  booking)  at  Jarmouth. 
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I  think  this  clears  the  matter  up,  so 
with  every  good  wish  I  beg  to  remain, 
Fraternally  thine, 

Oswald  Williams. 

*  *  * 

Washington,  D.  C.,  Nov.  7,  1906. 
My  dear  Houdini  : 

You  will  have  to  pardon  me  for  the 
delay  in  getting  this  information,  as  it 
has  taken  a  lot  oJ  time.  I  found  the 
Doctor  who  attended  him  during  his 
illness ;  he  knows  very  little,  only  that 
Nickle  died  a  very  sad  death  in  a  fur¬ 
nished  room  house  on  Tenth  street;  his 
room  was  on  the  fourth  floor  and  very 
humble,  dark  and  ill-lighted.  Nickle 
was  working  at  that  time  at  Neman’s, 
which  theatre  then  was  called  The  Cen¬ 
tral;  he  was  alone,  his  wife  not  being 
with  him,  and  there  is  no  one  here  alive 
now  who  could  give  any  informa¬ 
tion  about  him  or  his  family,  as  the 
man  that  kept  this  place  where  he  died, 
also  died  about  five  years  ago.  I  saw 
his  wife,  but  she  knew  nothing  about  it. 
Dr.  Sellhausen  says  he  was  called  about 
II  o’clock  the  night  he  died  and  found 
him  very  bad;  in  his  haste  to  answer 
the  call  he  left  his  medicines  at  home, 
and  when  he  found  him  so  very  low,  he 
said  he  had  to  go  to  the  drug  store  for 
some  drops  to  try  to  keep  him  alive,  and 
as  he  went  out  of  the  room  Nickle’s 
last  words  were:  “Hurry  up,  Doc;” 
he  was  gone  five  minutes,  but  when  he 
returned  Nickle  was  dead ;  he  says 
Nickle  was  a  fine  looking  man,  having 
dark  hair  and  beard,  was  very  pale,  but 
very  lively,  and  from  what  he  could 
learn  was  a  “sport.”  I  have  tried  to 
find  out  more  about  him  but  could  not. 
Nickle  had  no  doctor  until  Dr.  Sell¬ 
hausen  came  and  then  only  for  five  min- 
tites.  Hope  this  will  help  you  some; 
sorry  I  could  not  find  out  more.  Will 
close  for  this  time,  with  best  wishes. 

J.  H.  Becker. 


Mexico,  Oct.  27,  1906. 
Mr.  Harry  Houdini. 

New  York. 

Dear  sir: 

I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  you  this 
letter  hoping  you  will  excuse  me,  and 
beg  you,  if  it  is  possible,  to  let  me  know 
the  address  of  Mme.  Emma  Lynden — 
wife  of  the  late  Balbraga — of  whom  you 
speak  in  the  Number  2  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Magazine.  Hoping  you  will  render  me 
this  favor,  I  remain  at  your  service. 

Yours  respectfully, 

L.  Roux-Rorerty. 

Address :  L.  Roux-Roberty,  San 
Camilio  5,  Mexico. 

*  * 

Note :  We  have  written  to  the  lady, 
and  if  she  wishes  to  enlighten  you  she 
will  do  so.  But  our  only  address  was 
Taunton,  Mass.  ^ 


Harpings  From  Hayman 

London,  Eng. 

This  month  London  is  certainly  hav¬ 
ing  its  share  of  all  things  mysterious ; 
the  Zanzigs  are  at  the  Alhambra ;  Carl 
Hertz  at  the  Croydon  Empire ;  Dr. 
Bodie  at  the  Chelsea  Palace;  Herr  Fritz 
at  the  New  Cross  Empire;  Carlton’s  il¬ 
lusion  “The  Mysterious  Cross”  at  the 
Empress  Brixton;  Hardeen  at  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  and  Paragon ;  and  good  old 
Maskelyne  and  Devant  doing  business 
at  the  same  old  stand.  Leicester  Square 
abounds  with  conjurers  telling  each 
other  how  good  they  are,  and  what  they 
are  nightly  doing  to  the  poor  public; 
the  magical  manufacturers  are  wearing 
a  satisfied  smile  and  seem  supremely 
happy;  in  fact  there  is  a  prosperous 
happy  look  on  all  the  mystery  perpetra¬ 
tors. 

*  *  * 

The  Zanzigs  opened  at  the  Alhambra 
Monday  (November  5th),  the  feature  of 
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the  bill,  and  to  them  fell  the  star  place 
9:50  p.  m.,  before  the  big  ballet;  9:50 
p.  m.  at  the  Alhambra  is  not  a  sinecure 
spot  by  any  means,  as  you  are  follow¬ 
ing  ten  of  the  best  turns  in  the  world, 
and  at  that  hour  the  audience  have  had 
enough  of  vaudeville,  and  are  polishing 
up  their  opera  glasses  so  as  to  have  a 
good  clear  view  of  the  dainty  ballet 
girls. 

Ji;  5|C 

Prof.  Alex,  a  hypnotist,  gave  a  pri¬ 
vate  perfonnance  on  Monday  before  the 
directors  of  the  London  Pavilion,  and 
a  delegation  of  medical  men  were  pres¬ 
ent  to  test  the  genuineness  of  the  trances, 
etc.  The  best  test  performed  consisted 
in  putting  the  subject  into  a  trance  and 
having  a  horse  with  a  man  mounted  on 
its  back  step  on  the  subject,  and  failing 
to  break  the  rigidity  of  the  person 
stepped  upon.  It  was  a  splendid  per¬ 
formance.  I  have  not  heard  if  the 
Professor  hypnotized  Mr.  Frank  Glen- 
ister,  the  managing  director  of  the 
pavilion,  into  giving  him  a  contract. 

Note.  (The  horse  referred  to,  with 
the  man  on  his  back,  was  a  four-legged 
animal.) 

>i:  ^  ^ 

Carlton  has  launched  a  new  illusion, 
called  ‘The  Mysterious  Cross.”  A  man 
is  tied  and  bound  hand  and  foot  to  the 
cross,  and  releases  himself ; — this  is  the 
only  description  Carlton  gives,  but  I 
shall  see  it  at  the  first  opportunity  and 
explain  in  detail. 

* 

I  am  advised  that  Mellini  will  sail 
for  your  side  on  the  14th  inst.  Mr. 
Ornum  tells  me  that  in  his  presence,  to 
decide  a  wager,  Mellini  scaled  a  card 
to  the  roof  of  the  Grand  Hotel  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  caused  the  card  to  return  to 
his  hand ;  this,  I  think,  is  a  bit  of  a  rec¬ 
ord,  although  Howard  Thurston  some 


time  ago  scaled  cards  nightly  at  the 
Palace  from  the  stage  to  the  dome  of 
the  theatre;  Mellini  has  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  King  several  times,  but  he 
does  not  brag  about  it;  a  very  amusing 
incident  is  related  of  Mellini ;  he  wished 
to  appear  before  the  Queen,  and  not 
knowing  how  to  go  about  it,  wrote  the 
Queen  a  letter,  and  it  began  as  follows : — 
Dear  Mrs.  Queen.  The  letter  was  a  big 
laugh  in  court  circles,  but  Mellini  re¬ 
ceived  the  desired  permission;  in  this 
country  he  is  considered  the  best  par¬ 
lor  entertainer  in  the  world. 

*  *  * 

Anthony  is  in  his  second  month  in 
Paris,  doing  his  entire  act  in  French, 
which  is  described  as  a  sort  of  a  Weber- 
Fields-Hackenschmidt,  half  Nelson,  on 
the  language  ;  but  he  is  winning  out  with 
it,  and  that  is  the  answer. 

Paris,  by  the  way,  is  evidently  re¬ 
forming,  not  morally,  but  sensationally; 
there  Avas  a  time  in  “Paree,”  if  you 
could  perform  some  feat  whereby  you 
would  take  your  life  in  your  hands  at 
each  performance,  you  could  name  your 
OAvn  figure  for  salary;  but  now  this  is 
all  changed.  Two  harmless  young  men 
wished  to  allow  motor  cars  to  run  over 
any  part  of  their  body,  as  their  part  of 
the  performance  at  the  Folies  Bergere; 
the  public  were  invited  to  bring  their 
own  motor  cars  along,  bar  nothing; 
just  imagine  some  chauffeur  with  a  rec¬ 
ord  of  24  killed  and  69  wounded,  armed 
with  his  OAvn  machine,  coming  to  the 
Hall  to  try  to  kill  the  two  young  men 
in  question!  but  alas,  it  was  not  to  be, 
for  the  cruel  police  stepped  in  and  said 
no  in  French,  and  the  manager  had  to 
omit  the  act. 

*  *  * 

A  friend  of  mine  who  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  South  America  told  me  the 
following  incident,  which  is  as  true  as 
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it  is  strange ;  while  my  friend  was 
playing  in  Buenos  Ayres  he  formed  the 
acquaintance  of  a  titled  gentleman 
named  Marquis  Luis  Almeda;  the  Mar¬ 
quis  was  an  amateur  illusionist  and  con¬ 
jurer,  and  quite  an  inventor  in  things 
magical ;  having  unlimited  means  at  his 
command,  he  could  easily  satisfy  his  de¬ 
sires  in  that  way.  The  Marquis  would 
always  meet  the  incoming  artists,  and 
find  out  from  them  the  latest  illusions 
from  the  old  and  new  worlds,  his  great 
pleasure  consisting  in  inviting  a  few 
performers  to  a  dinner,  after  which  he 
would  do  his  act  for  them;  one  of  the 
newcomers  told  the  Marquis  all  about 
Lafayette’s  “Lion’s  Bride”  and  described 
it  to  him  in  detail.  In  a  fortnight  the 
Marquis,  all  smiles,  came  around  to  the 
boys  with  the  news  that  he  had  com¬ 
pleted  an  illusion  that  would  go  the 
“Lion’s  Bride”  one  better ;  he  employed 
three  Bengal  Tigers  in  his  illusion  and 
he  would  “disappear  them,”  while  he 
was  in  the  cage  with  them ;  he  invited 
all  the  boys  to  dinner  that  night,  and 
he  seemed  ill  at  ease  and  anxious  for 
the  dinner  to  be  at  an  end ;  dinner  over, 
they  repaired  to  his  studio,  which  was 
fitted  with  a  miniature  stage  and  all 
the  necessary  equipments.  ,He  had  a 
cage  containing  three  tigers  brought 
forth,  and  stepped  into  the  cage,  closing 
the  door  behind  him ;  at  his  word  of 
command  his  assistants  held  a  sheet  in 
front  of  the  cage ;  in  a  moment  there 
was  heard  in  the  cage  terrible  roaring 
and  gnashing  of  teeth  and  then  all  was 
quiet :  the  sheet  was  hastily  taken  away, 
and  the  Marquis  was  found  literally  torn 
to  pieces  on  the  floor,  the  tigers  stand¬ 
ing  over  him,  satisfying  their  ferocious 
appetites;  the  apparatus  had  failed  to 
work!  It  was  afterwards  reported  that 
the  Marquis  had  taken  this  method  to 
commit  suicide,  on  account  of  money 


matters,  but  his  desire  to  be  a  conjurer 
really  was  the  cause  of  his  terrible 
death. 

*  >i<  * 

Last  Wednesday  in  Liverpool,  at 
Barrisford’s  Hippodrome,  a  most  pe¬ 
culiar  accident  occurred ;  the  County 
Council  compels  all  places  of  amuse¬ 
ment  to  be  furni.shed  with  an  iron  as¬ 
bestos  fire  curtain,  which  must  be  low¬ 
ered  and  raised  at  least  once  before  the 
public  during  the  performance  to  show 
them  it  is  in  good  order ;  the  curtain  on 
that  night  got  unruly  and  after  it  had 
been  lowered,  absolutely  refused  to  be 
raised;  kind  words  and  force  were  tried, 
but  to  no  avail,  and  as  the  curtain 
weighed  some  tons,  it  could  not  be 
raised  again.  There  was  nothing  else  for 
the  manager,  Mr.  Hassen,  to  do  but  dis¬ 
miss  the  audience,  and  there  was  no 
show  that  night. 

^  ^  ^ 

Our  German  friend  Otto  Heinemann, 
who  travelled  in  America  as  “Mellini” 
and  who  copies  all  mystery  acts  when 
they  come  to  Germany,  has  made  a  dis¬ 
covery;  he  found  a  giantess  some  8'  feet 
2  inches  high,  weighing  376  pounds ;  she 
is  booked  for  the  Moss-Stoll  tour  in  this 
country  by  Messrs.  Anger  &  Bauer, 
Heinemann’s  English  representatives ; 
this  month  the  discovery  is  showing  her 
size  and  weight  at  the  Homey-Fey 
Theatre,  Vienna. 

* 

C.  C.  Bertram,  formerly  of  Albertus 
&  Bartram,  has  accepted  the  position  of 
Editor  for  “The  Performer,”  the  offi¬ 
cial  organ  of  the  Variety  Artists’  Feder¬ 
ation  ;  his  former  partner  this  month  is 
working  at  Montpelier,  France,  with  a 
new  partner. 

\ 

Joseph  Hayman. 
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Reviewing  Boo K.S  and  Thing 


Evans,  but  that  did  not  prevent  us  from 
going  after  him,  and  we  are  sure  that 
the  next  book  or  article  from  the  prolific 


r  Ron  THE  Press 

WISE  , 

AND 

OTHERWISE 


THE  WIZARD^^  WANDERS 
And  is  Inconsistant 

Our  esteemed  contempory  the  London 
“Wizard”  has  apparently  gone  over  the 
various  numbers  of  our  Magazines  (to 
its  own  satisfaction)  and  makes  sev¬ 
eral  statements  that  we  know  have  not 
been  fully  considered.  W e  know  the 
Editor  personally,  and  have  always 
found  him  a  square  and  broad  minded 
person,  and  in  our  belief,  he  is  the  Edi¬ 
tor  of  the  only  healthy  IMagician’s 
Monthly  in  England,  but  this  will  not 
prevent  us  from  enlightening  him  on 
several  things  in  which  we  think  he  is 
greatly  mistaken  or  misinformed. 

:5c 

First  of  all,  we  are  not  publishing  our 
Magazine  for  the  money  that  we  are 
likely  to  make ! !  This  is  something  that 
is  a  serious  thing  to  assert,  but  time  will 
eventually  prove  our  assertions. 

When  we  attack  any  noted  author  or 
performer,  it  is  simply  because  we  think 
that  he  ought  to  be  called  to  task. 

We  attacked  Mr.  H.  R.  Evans  be¬ 
cause  he  was  looked  upon  in'  the  light  of 
an  “unerring”  writer,  and  all  the  time 
he  was  quoting  wrong  persons,  false 
facts  and  misstatements.  We  are  per¬ 
sonally  and  friendly  acquainted  with  Mr. 


pen  of  this  gentleman  will  be  the  most 
accurate  thing  he  has  ever  placed  be¬ 
fore  the  public. 

M'hy?  Simply  because  he  has  been 
informed  as  to  his  mistakes,  and  will 
gather  his  future  material  with  greater 

discretion  then  in  days  of  yore.  Re¬ 

garding  Robert  Houdin,  we  are  not 
traducing  him  any  way.  That  man 

wrote  a  book,  and  it  is  full  of  cool  and 
deliberate  falsehoods  ! !  He  gathered  up 
a  lot  of  tricks  in  his  lifetime  and  al¬ 
though  he  had  no  right  whatsoever  to 
claim  them  as  his  owm,  nevertheless  he 
informs  you  that  he  is  the  inventor  of 
them  all. 

*  *  * 

No  one  ever  favored  us ;  we  have 
never  asked  for  favors,  and  should  we 
misinform  people,  naturally  it  is  the  nat¬ 
ural  law  of  events  that  “Truth  Mill  Pre¬ 
vail.” 

And  in  the  Wizard’s  opening  column 
of  their  “Gossip”  they  are  positively 
arguing  in  the  same  strain  that  we  are. 
Thev  are  upholding  the  fact  that  it  is 
wrong  to  patent  another  man’s  brains ; 
wrong  to  take  another  man’s  brain  and 
claim  that  it  is  your  own ;  wrong  to  even 
prevent  someone  else  from  doing  some¬ 
thing  that  he  has  the  right  to  do. 

Well,  those  are  our  contentions  re¬ 
garding  Robert  Houdin. 


124 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


He  has  been  quoted  as  being  the  in¬ 
ventor  and  producer  of  all  the  various 
tricks  that  he  had  in  his  entertainment, 
and  we  claim  without  any  fear  or  hesita¬ 
tion  that  at  the  present  moment  we  are 
the  only  authority  possessing  material 
to  prove  that  Houdin’s  entire  book 
bristles  with  false  laurel  wreaths. 

The  “Illusionist”  the  Parisian  Magi¬ 
cians’  periodical  says : 

“Harry  Ploudini  is  going  to  uncrown 
our  hero  Robert  Houdin.”  But  then  no 
one  ever  was  interested  enough  in  Magic 
to  spend  so  much  time  and  money  as 
we  have,  making  various  journeys  sim¬ 
ply  to  verify  our  statements.  We  won¬ 
der  if  the  Magicians  know  that  our  col¬ 
lection  of  old  Newspapers,  Programmes 
and  Magic  books  has  cost  us  over  $io,- 
ooo.  (Over  £2,000.) 

So  we  trust  that  all  our  readers  will 
have  patience  until  the  entire  Houdin 
material  is  published,  and  it  will  show 
that  we  are  not  trying  to  down  him,  but 
give  credit  to  those  to  whom  it  right¬ 
fully  belongs. 

We  intend  to  add  tricks  from  time 
to  time,  and  hope  that  we  have  come  to 
stay.  We  are  always  open  to  correc¬ 
tions,  and  we  thank  the  Wizard  for  a 
few  excellent  suggestions,  of  which  we 
will  take  advantage. 

^  >N  * 

Barnum  &  Bailey's  Annual 
Route  Book 

We  have  just  received  a  Morroco 
bound  book  published  by  Chas.  A.  An¬ 
dress,  called  “The  Barnum  &  Bailey  An¬ 
nual  Route  Book.” 

It  is  a  $2  book,  but  the  material  con¬ 
tained  is  of  such  a  peculiar  nature  that 
it  is  well  worth  the  money  asked  for. 
We  doubt  if  anyone  else  could  have  ob¬ 
tained  the  information  within  its  pages, 
and  some  of  the  material  is  interesting. 


as  it  brings  back  to  mind  all  the  old  time 
Circus  p,erformers.  Amongst  the  cele- 
breties  we  find  the  ubiquitous  Dr.  S. 
Ellison.  P'or  an  enclyopedia  of  general 
show  information  it  is  the  most  com¬ 
plete  that  we  have  ever  seen. 

its  *  >k 

A  Fraudulent  Book 

A  pamphlet  has  fallen  into  our  hands 
called  “New  Necromancy  and  Hindoo 
Feats  explained.”  It  is  written  by  Stel- 
ling  Brynert,  a  man  of  whom  we  have 
never  heard.  The  book  is  printed  on 
very  good  paper,  but  the  rot  it  contains 
equals  any  we  have  ever  seen.  Not  even 
in  our  palmy  circus  da3^s  would  he  dare 
sell  such  stuff.  Years  ago  we  heard 
that  Charlie  Carter  sold  the  secret 
of  doing  the  braid  trick,  but  having  a 
printed  circular,  which  informed  you  to 
go  buy  some  “goose-goose”  and  rub  in 
well  on  your  writs,  but  then  he  did  not 
try  to  sell  you  this  wonderful  “goose- 
goose.”  He  did  not  even  try  to  sell  you 
Limber  juice,  although  Nelson  of  the 
Funny-advert  fame  did;  but  this  Brynert 
actually  wishes  to  sell  you  some  power 
which  you  can  spread  in  a  room,  and 
make  everyone  believe  everything  that 
you  tell  them.  He  sells  a  bottle  of 
“Palming  oil”  that  will  enable  you  to 
duplicate  any  trick  you  may  witness 
with  a  pack  of  playing  cards.  Alt 
through  the  book  he  is  selling  you  some 
fraud.  If  any  of  our  readers  know  of 
friends  that  have  been  defrauded  by  this 
man,  we  will  esteem  it  a  favor  to  pub¬ 
lish  their  complaints. 
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%  Jottings  and 

We  were  in  Chicago  two  weeks ! 

*  *  * 

How  things  have  changed  since  our  first 
visit.  Magic  then  was  a  cheap  form  of  en¬ 
tertainment,  except  when  exhibited  by  Her¬ 
mann  and  Kellar;  but  on  our  visit  this  time, 
mystery  acts  “topped”  the  bill  at  the  various 
vaudeville  theatres. 

*  ♦  * 

Charles  Carter  &  Co.  have  left  Chicago  and 
are  now  touring  on  the  Slay  ten  Lyceum  Bu¬ 
reau;  his  act  has  been  enlarged. 

^  ^  ^ 

Ziska  and  King  are  still  on  the  Western 
Circuit,  and  Ziska  has  a  new  Cannon  Trick 
which  will  startle  the  world.  He  claims  that 
he  can  take  any  lady  and  place  her  on  a 
platform  suspended  in  the  air,  two  feet  from 
the  stage,  and  with  a  huge  cannon  blow  her 
out  of  sight,  without  any  covering  whatsoever. 
“But,”  he  added,  “if  they  find  any  pieces  of 
her,  the  trick  will  be  exposed.”  He  personally 
informed  us  that  he  intends  to  kill  a  lady  at 
each  and  every  performance. 

*  *  * 

J.  D.  Spaar  has  decided  to  open  a  Magical 
Bazaar  in  Chicago,  on  Larabee  street;  being 
an  old  harness  maker,  this  would  be  a  good 
place  to  send  folks  for  “strap  oil.” 

*  *  * 

Miss  Grace  Kennedy,  who  once  rejoiced  in 
the  exalted  position  of  being  Roltair’s  wife 
(now  divorced),  has  been  preparing  to  mount 
the  stage  with  a  large  Magical  performance. 
*  *  * 

During  our  engagement  at  the  Majestic 
Theatre,  an  old  has-been  handcuff-man,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Chicago  newspapers,  came  on 
the  stage  with  a  “fixed”  Tower  and  Lyons 
double-lock  ratchet  handcuff,  and  tried  to  “do 
things  to  us.”  We  opened  his  manacle,  and 
although  we  offered  him  $500  in  real  money, 
he  refused  to  even  attempt  to  open  our  hand¬ 
cuffs.  We  did  not  catch  his  stage  name,  but 
he  is  the  handcuff  man  that  was  closed  in 
Oakland,  at  the  Bell  Theatre,  after  his  first 
performance,  and  was  canceled,  in  Moline,  Ill., 


because  his  act  was  not  up  to  the  standard  he 
claimed  for  it. 

^  ^ 

Logrenia  has  just  returned  from  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Coast,  and  is  looking  younger  than  ever. 
He  is  playing  around  Chicago. 

*  *  ^ 

Vernallo  is  still  at  the  Clark  Street  Museum, 
and  really  doing  a  .very  clever  act,  consider¬ 
ing  that  he  has  been  there  so  long;  for  a  ma¬ 
gician  is  apt  to  neglect  his  work  when  in 

one  position  a  long  time. 

* 

The  Stettars  of  Detroit  are  said  to  be  add¬ 
ing  illusions  to  their  usual  performance. 

!}:  ♦  * 

Mr.  Fred  Rotefberg,  son  of  A.  Roterberg, 
the  Chicago  dealer,  assisted  by  his  twin  sister, 
Miss  Hattie  Grace,  will  very  likely  soon  ap¬ 
pear  in  an  act  called  “The  blissing  Stamp  Col¬ 
lector,”  which  is  a  sort  of  an  illusion  in  which 
things  vanish ;  the  scene  being  laid  in  a  post- 
office. 

*  *  * 

That  reminds  us  of  some  foreign  act  giving 
a  trial  show  at  the  Majestic — Mons.  Demanto 
— in  which  Madame  Demanto  escapes  from  a 
large  mail  pouch.  They  made  “good”  on  their 
trial,  and  have  been  booked  on  the  smaller 
circuits. 

*  *  * 

Nelson  Norr's  (the  millionaire  packer’s 
son),  who  has  been  known  never  to  wear  a 
hat,  appeared  in  Chicago  as  a  handcuff  expert 
and  with  his  personality  made  a  decided  hit 
with  the  audience. 

*  *  * 

Wassman,  the  Magician,  is  still  about  look¬ 
ing  as  spruce  as  ever. 

*  *  * 

Sa  Hera  always  finds  time  (though  busy 
strenuously  working  the  newspapers  for 
space)  to  send  vis  a  bill  with  his  act  always 
featured. 

*  *  * 

Gay,  the  Mystifier,  was  in  Marion,  O.,  and 
made  good. 

*  *  * 

New  York  Journal,  Nov.  23rd,  has  an  article 
in  which  Samri  S.  Baldwin,  the  world-famous 
and  original  White  Mahatma,  has  been  sued 
for  divorce  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  C.  Baldwin. 
Her  counsel,  Charles  M.  Beattie,  asked  Jus¬ 
tice  O’Gorman  to  allow  a  counsel  fee  of  $750 
to  prosecute  the  case,  and  $4.0  weekly  alimony. 
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pending  the  determination  of  suit.  The  jus¬ 
tice  reserved  his  decision.  Baldwin  denies  the 
various  charges. 

jK  >{€  sk 

Sears,  the  Illusionist,  has  now  collected  a 
variety  of  good  mysteries,  and  ought  to  be 
heard  of  oftener. 

*  *  * 

Albini,  the  original .  Egg-bag-i;t,  is  starring 
on  the  Krystal  Circuit. 

* 

Rismour,  the  Hindoo  Mystifier,  is  also  on 
the  Krystal  Circuit;  and  so  are  many  more 
magicians  on  this  same  circuit. 

^  Ji; 

Diavolo,  the  original  Loop-the-Loop  Dare¬ 
devil,  defied  death  twice  daily  for  a  long  time, 
but  Fate  eventually  overtook  him.  After  es¬ 
caping  death  on  the  loop,  he  was  killed  in 
a  railroad  wreck  near  Rome,  N.  Y.,  while 
doing  duty  as  fireman  in  the  employ  of  the 
New  York  Central  Road.  His  body  was 
frightfully  mangled. 

^  ^  % 

Delbert  Craig,  the  Modern  Magician,  is 
looking  for  work;  but  there  are  others. 

*  *  >1! 

Felix  Berol,  brother  of  Max  and  William, 
has  joined  hands  with  J.  Warren  Keene  and 
will  soon  be  seen  fvith  one  of  the  most  novel 
tricks  ever  placed  before  an  audience.  Al¬ 
though  many  may  know  how  the  trick  is  done, 
none  can  duplicate  it.  It  is  a  large,  transpar¬ 
ent  clock  dial,  which  is  taken  to'  any  part  of 
the  house,  and  no  matter  what  question  is 
asked  it  will  answer  instantaneously  anything 
that  can  be  answered  by  letters  or  figures. 
It  is  called  “Askme.” 

Jk  H: 

Prof.  Donar,  our  old-time  friend,  has  actu¬ 
ally  been  accused  by  the  “Variety”  of  being 
a  “near-comedian.”  Good  boy,  Donar. 

*  *  * 

Norton  was  at  the  Appleton,  Wis.,  Bijou 
Theatre  last  week,  and  Squire  Montgomery 
informed  us  that  the  folks  “sed  he  wuz  good.” 

5|C 

While  on  the  subject  of  Appleton,  we  wish 
to  state  that  Harry  Helms,  who  is  a  large 
taxpayer  in  that  township,  is  there,  owing 
to  the  death  of  his  father-in-law,  John  Stoes- 
ser,  who  died  leaving  a  large  amount  of 
property,  but  neglecting  to  leave  a  will.  The 
estate  is  now  in  the  probate  court.  Mr. 


Stoesser  was  one  of  the  leading  contractors 
of  Appleton. 

*  =|:  >|: 

Kalera  Yamanab,  the  Hindoo  Magician  and 
Snake  Charmer,  according  to  the  New  York 
American,  was  admitted  to  Bellevue  Hospi¬ 
tal  as  a  patient,  and  entered  with  a  small 
silken  black  bag.  On  being  asked  what  he  had 
in  the  bag,  he  chirped  several  times,  and  lo 
and  behold,  out  wriggled  five  fair-sized  snakes. 
Several  of  the  medicos  made  a  record  sprint 
for  the  window,  and  although  it  was  a  clear 
jump  of  ten  feet,  they  cleared  it  without  an 
effort,  and  landed  on  the  soft  grass  below, 
from  which  point  of  vantage  they  explained 
to'  the  Hindoo  that  the  only  snakes  allowed  in 
Bellevue  were  in  the  alcoholic  ward.  The 
snakes  were  returned  to  the  black  bag,  and 
sent  to  a  friend  of  the  Hindoo,  at  79  East 
Tenth  street. 

*  * 

Mrs.  Adelaide  Hermann  was  on  the  opening 
bill  at  B.  F.  Keith’s  new  theatre  in  Altoona, 
Pa. 

>K  *  * 

We  note  that  Mysterious  Caesar  is  meeting 
with  success,  and  has  strengthened  his  act 
by  being  assisted  by  the  Lewis  Sisters.  Hello, 
Caesar;  how  are  yo'u? 

*  * 

T.  Nelson  Downs  was  in  Joliet  some  time 
ago;  no,  not  in  the  prison,  but  at  the  Grand 
Theatre.  He  has  been  very  quiet  of  late,  and 
seems  to  have  settled  down  and  become  a 
good  boy.  His  only  son  will  soon  be  able  to 
go  to  work.  Tom,  how  old  is  the  boy? 

*  *  * 

Frank  Rogers  is  now  ahead  of  the  Mildred 
and  Rouclere  Co.,  and  reports  excellent  busi¬ 
ness.  He  certainly  is  hustling  and  sent  us 
some  fine  press  notices. 

♦  *  * 

Indignantly  Resent  Would-be 
Exposer 

Extract  from  Herald,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Oct. 

30,  1906. 

Prof.  Maurice  Joyce,  the  physical  culture 
teacher,  who  gave  a  performance  at  the  Co¬ 
lumbia  Theatre,  Sunday  evening,  gave  serious 
offense— unwittingly,  perhaps— in  his  talk 
about  Houdini’s  feats,  especially  the  so-called 
“box-trick.”  He  said  that  the  escape  from  the 
box  was  made  possible  by  collusion  with  the 
carpenter.  This  assertion  is  vigorously  re- 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


127 


sented  by  the  employes  of  several  Washington 
houses,  notably  those  of  S.  Kann,  Sons  &  Co. 
and  Saks  &  Co.  who  furnished  bo’xes  for  Hou- 
dini’s  tests  during  his  engagement  here  at 
Chase’s. 

“Prof.  Joyce  certainly  could  not  have  meant 
to  say  what  he  did,”  said  Howard  B.  Camp¬ 
bell,  advertising  manager  of  S.  Kann,  Sons  & 
Co.  “I  know  him  too  well  to  believe  that  he 
wonld  question  the  integrity  of  the  men  from 
our  store  who  furnished  the  box  for  one  of 
Houdini’s  tests.  Collusion  was  absolutely  im¬ 
possible,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  as  I  close¬ 
ly  supervised  the  construction  and  handling 
of  the  box  and  saw  the  test.  The  box  was  not 
allowed  to  be  out  of  our  sight  from  the  time 
it  was  prepared  until  Houdini  entered  it  on 
the  stage.  There  is  doubtless  a  simple  ex¬ 
planation  of  how  Houdini  does  it,  but  certainly 
Prof.  Joyce  is  wholly  wrong  when  he  asserts 
that  it  is  done  through  collusion  with  the  car¬ 
penter.”  The  employes  of  Kann,  Sons  &  Co. 
yesterday  united  in  an  indignant  protest 
against  Prof.  Joyce’s  statement. 

The  employes  of  Saks  &  Company,  who 
challenged  Houdini  to  escape  from  a  packing 
case  which  they  were  to  build  on  Chase’s 
Theatre  stage,  and  from  which  he  did  escape, 
leaving  no  trace  of  his  egress,  are  also  highly 
indignant  that  they  should  be  charged  with 
having  been  in  collusion,  either  separately  or 
collectively,  with  Houdini,  and  that  a  secret 
panel  in  the  packing  case  provided  the  means 
for  Houdini  to  escape.  The  five  shippers  and 
packers  say  that  all  who  witnessed  the  escape 
feat  will  remember  seeing  the  separate  boards 
of  the  case  on  exhibit  in  the  lobby  of  the 
theatre  throughout  the  part  of  the  perform¬ 
ance  preceding  the  feat,  and  that  one  o'f  their 
number  was  constantly  on  guard  over  the 
boards.  Then  the  boards  were  taken  to  the 
stage,  and,  in  full  view  of  the  audience,  the 
case  was  completely  built  with  these  very 
boards.  Under  such  circumstances  they  de¬ 
clare  it  simply  ridiculous  to  assert  that  there 
was  a  secret  panel  or  any  other  previously 
prepared  mode  of  egress  in  favor  of  Hou¬ 
dini.  The  case  was  thoroughly  nailed  along 
all  edges  and  corners,  and  there  were  sev¬ 
eral  rows  of  nails  everywhere.  Moreover, 
Houdini  entered  the  box  handcuffed  and  leg- 
ironed.  Then,  afterward,  the  box  was  strong¬ 
ly  roped.  Even  had  a  secret  panel  or  any 
Other  means  been  employed,  the  nails  and 
ropes  made  it  futile. 


They  have  prepared  an  affidavit  covering 
the  question  fully.  In  it  they  solemnly  swear 
that  the  statement  made  by  Prof.  Joyce  is 
“absolutely  false  and  unwarranted,”  and  detri¬ 
mental  to  their  character  as  men  and  citizens; 
that  their  “challenge  of  Houdini  was  genuine 
and  honestly  carried  out  on  the  part  of  all 
parties  concerned,  and  that  Houdini  did  fairly 
escape,  as  stated  by  the  press  at  the  time.” 

The  stage  carpenters  and  mechanics  of 
Chase’s  Theatre  are  also  aroused  by  Prof. 
Joyce’s  announcement  that  Houdini’s  escape 
was  made  possible  by  collusion  with  the  car¬ 
penter.  They  deny  that  any  compact  was 
made  with  them  by  Houdini  during  his  recent 
appearance  at  that  theatre  and  say  they  are 
willing  to  wager  any  amount  up  to  $i,ooo 
that  they  can  construct  a  box  from  which  it 
will  be  impossible  for  Prof.  Joyce  to  escape. 

IMr.  George  P.  Killian,  of  the  firm  which 
manufactured  the  paper  bags  used  by  Houdini 
in  his  performances  in  this  city,  says  that 
the  bags  used  were  made  under  his  personal 
supervision.  He  says  the  “bag  trick”  as  per¬ 
formed  by  Maurice  Joyce  is  utterly  unlike  that 
done  by  Houdini,  and  that  there  was  abso¬ 
lutely  no  collusion  between  the  performer  and 
his  employes. 

The  bags  were  made  of  a  single  sheet  of 
paper,  and  not  with  an  outside  wrapper. 

*  3(!  jK 

Grose,  a  Handcuff  King,  during  his  engage¬ 
ment  in  Detroit  at  the  Crystal  Ten  Cent 
Theatre,  w'eek  of  November  25,  widely  adver¬ 
tised  the  fact  that  he  would  escape  from  the 
Wayne  County  Jail.  To  stimulate  his  en¬ 
deavors,  Under-Sheriff  Cunningham  offered 
him  a  reward  of  $100  if  he  succeeded.  Grose 
made  the  attempt,  and  after  two  hours  ac¬ 
knowledged  he  could  not  escape.  He  tried 
again,  the  next  morning,  and  again  failed. 


Cr 


ANSWERS  TO  VARIOUS 
QUESTIONS 


Alfredson. — No,  decidedly  not.  We  do  not 
sell  our  interviews,  neither  do  we  sell  any 
space  and  make  it  appear  as  a  gratis  notice. 
The  others  will  accept  your  money,  but  the 
only  way  yo'u  can  obtain  space  in  this  IMaga- 
zine  is  to  pay  for  an  advertisement  in  the 
advertisement  pages.  This  is  a  Magazine  for 
the  Craft,  and  not  for  the  Graft. 
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H.  R.  Evans. — Will  attend  to  everything  as 
soon  as  this  holiday  rush  is  over.  We  are 

only  too  pleased  to  let  you  have  material. 

*  « 

Wilkson,  Jr.,  Milwaukee. — No.  You  are 
mistaken;  we  simply  are  entitled  to  our  opin¬ 
ion,  and  are  tired  of  the  “bull-con”  papers, 
and  want  to  see  if  a  Magazine,  fearless  and 
truthful,  can  come  to  stay.  This  petty  graft¬ 
ing  is  such  a  mean,  despicable  method  of  get¬ 
ting  money  that  it  was  time  to  call  a  halt. 
We  don’t  care  if  you  advertise  or  not,  and  our 
opinion  will  not  be  rated  by  the  money  you 
spend  with  us. 

*  *  * 

John  Lickert,  Chief  of  Police,  Newport, 
Ky. — Your  proposition  is  of  such  a  nature 
that  it  is  impossible  for  us'  to  accept.  Merry 
Xmas. 

*  *  • 

Walters,  Holyoke,  Mass. — The  best  prac¬ 
tical  Spirit  Slate  test  of  which  we  know, 
v/here  you  must  obtain  “spirit  writing”  be¬ 
tween  the  .slates  and  can  make  no  substitu¬ 
tion,  when  sitters  bring  their  own  slates,  is 
to  have  a  very  rough,  small  piece  of  steel, 
saturated  with  some  adhesive  matter,  and  then 
rolled  in  chalk  until  you  have  what  appar¬ 
ently  looks  like  a  small  round  slate  pencil. 

Your  “sitter”  uses  this  pencil  to  put  in 
between  his  slates ;  they  are  tied  together, 
sealed  and  riveted,  and  then  placed  under  the 
table.  Under  cover  of  darkness  you  take  out  a 
large,  powerful  horseshoe  magnet  and  simply 
trace  the  message  backwards  on  the  outside  of 
slate,  and  it  will  appear  the  right  way  on 
the  inside  slates  when  opened.  There  are 
several  other  ways  of  producing  writing  be¬ 
tween  slates,  but  this  is  the  only  one  we 
know  of  where  you  don’t  have  to  use  con¬ 
federates  or  open  seals  to  get  to  the  inside 
of  slates. 

*  *  « 

Matlock  Brown,  England. — Your  letters  ar¬ 
rived,  but,  man  to  man,  surely  yon  must  know 
in  your  heart  of  hearts  that  a  personal  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  reason  of  your  conduct  in 
Sheffield  should  be  forthcoming;  when  we 
return  to  England  we  trust  you  will  pay  us  a 
more  friendly  visit. 

*  *  * 

Dr.  Hartley  Snow,  Cleveland. — We  thank 
you  for  your  postscript. 

*  *  * 

Francis  J.  Werner. — We  positively  never 
sent  out  the  circulars,  and  we  challenge  any 


one  to  come  forward  and  prove  the  charge. 
And  who  ever  started  the  rumor  that  Fritz 
was  interested  in  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  - 
Magazine  must  have  done  sO’  with  malicious 
forethought. 

*  *  * 

Martinka  &  Co. — Read  answer  to  F.  J. 
Werner. 

*  H!  *  ' 

Hypnotist,  Buffalo. — It  is  true  that  Dr. 
Walford  Bodie  is  booked  to  appear  in  Amer¬ 
ica  at  an  enormous  salary  for  A1  Woods. 
He  ought  to  be.  a  big  hit. 

H:  4c 

Ralph  Arnheim,  Chicago,  Ill. — Send  postage 
to  cover  the  expenses,  and  we  will  forward 
the  photo  as  per  your  request.  ' 

4:  dc  4: 

Lorenz  The  Great. — -Your  contribution  re¬ 
ceived,  and  it  will  appear  in  next  issue. 

4=  4=  4: 

La  Velle. — That  is  an  easy  thing  to  answer. 
The  Temple  Theatre  does  not  advertise  in 
the  Detroit  Times,  and  they  roast  every  show 
and  act  that  plays  there.  But  that  is  one  way 
of  making  a  living. 

4:  4:  4: 

The  Zancigs. — Thanks  for  your  letter;  you 
must  always  use  discretion  in  your  actions, 
and  when  you  do  anything  wrong  and  are 
called  to  account,  take  your  medicine  like  a 
man,  and  do  what  is  right  in  the  future. 

4f  4c  4c 

Sidney  Brooks,  120  Arthur  Street,  Toronto. 

— Your  letter  is  about  the  sauciest  we  have 
ever  received. 

4c  4!  4c 

John  Gumtz,  Wausau. — We  do  not  give  pri¬ 
vate  instructions  in  card  manipulating,  but  if 
there  is  any  particular  trick  you  wish  de¬ 
scribed,  will  do  so  in  these  columns.  After 
the  holiday  rush  is  over  the  Magazine  will 
contain  more  tricks  and  illusions. 

•  *  * 

Elkins,  Pittsburg. — Strange  you  should  ask 
that  question,  as  we  accidentally  met  Lo- 
grenia  several  weeks  ago,  and  asked  him  the 
self-same  question.  The  Logrenia  doing 
magic  at  the  present  time  is  not  the  o'riginal, 
but  a  son  of  the  original  John  Loggie  Lo¬ 
grenia,  who  died  in  the  New  York  Hospital 
in  1880  and  was  buried  in  the  Elks’  Plot, 
Evergreen  Cemetery,  Brooklyn.  He  was  about 
52  years  of  age.  The  one  doing  magic  now 
is  named  Charles  and  works  under  the  name 
of  Ali  Zada,  Oriental  Necromancer. 
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Alexander  Heimburger.  —  Received  your 
long  letter.  Pleased  to  hear  that  you  are  well. 
We  may  visit  you  this  coming  summer. 

*  +  ^ 

Frederick  Mellville. — ^Won’t  you  please  send 
that  answer  to  House,  Grossman  &  Vorhaus? 
You  certainly  ought  to  do  it. 

♦  *  * 

Howard  Thurston. — Money  landed  in  good 
condition.  It  is  not  how  much  you  make,  it 
is  “how  much  you  save.” 

*  ^  * 

Prof.  Lorenz,  Port  Nechas,  Texas. — Re¬ 
ceived  your  description  of  the  Mystery,  and  as 
soon  as  space  allows  will  publish  the  trick 
and  give  you  full  credit  for  same.  We  think 
that  it  is  good  for  certain  readers,  magicians, 
of  the  Magazine. 

*  *  * 

Chas.  A.  Lee,  W.  Whitcraft,  G.  Derlent, 
Washington. — Thanks  for  the  information,  but 
we  will  only  reprint  what  the  local  papers 
have  to  say  on  the  subject.  You  will  find  the 
article  under  the  heading  of  “Jottings  and 
Jumblings.” 

*  *  * 

Prof.  Nathu  Manchachand,  India. — Book 
arrived  in  good  condition. 

*  *  ♦ 

E.  J.  Burt,  Bristol. — We  are  waiting  to  hear 
regarding  that  half-tone  block. 

*  *  * 

Weichers  &  Sokell,  New  York. — Yes,  Dr. 
S.  Ellison  is  always  willing  to  allow  any  one 
to  read  the  various  books  in  his  great  col¬ 
lection.  It  is  not  the  greatest  collection  in  the 
world,  as  we  modestly  think  we  possess  the 
largest  and  rriost  costly  collection  of  magic 
books,  programmes  and  clippings  that  has 
ever  been  collected.  But  Dr.  Ellison’s  collec¬ 
tion  is  in  such  perfect  condition  that  no  matter 
what  subject  or  article  you  are  looking  for 
he  can  find  it  with  his  eyes  shut.  Mr.  Adrian 
Plate  also  has  his  collection  in  perfect  con¬ 
dition. 

♦  *  ♦ 

Wm.  Jaques,  Ocean  View,  Va. — ^We  have 
written  several  books,  but  when  about  to  pub¬ 
lish  them,  we  decided  to  insert  them  in  month¬ 
ly  instalments  in  our  Magazine.  So  they  will 
appear  in  chapters  until  complete,  and  will 
then  appear  in  book  form. 


W.  Berol. — Matter  arrived  too  late  for  this 
issue. 

*  *  !(: 

Germaine. — Received  letter;  will  answer 
through  Hardeen. 

iff 

Beechman. — Hamley  or  Ornum,  in  London, 
or  Whitely,  in  Manchester,  can  supply  you. 

*  *  ^ 

Disappointed. — Tell  Hardeen  what  you 
write  us,  and  if  he  does  not  give  you  all  you 
are  looking  for,  wait  until  we  arrive.  The 
only  reason  we  have  for  not  publishing  your 
name  is  because  it  is  not  fit  for  mention. 

*  * 

El  Paso. — The  handkerchief  is  concealed  in 
the  matchbox,  and  after  you  light  the  candle 
you  close  the  box,  which  really  pushes  the 
handkerchief  right  into'your  hand.  De  Kolta 
is  given  credit  for  this. 

*  *  * 

“Veritas,”  our  Southampton  correspondent. 
— Your  news  has  reached  us  too  late  for  this 
issue. 

*  !(:  * 

Ernest  V.  Kay. — Your  letter  will  be  an¬ 
swered  by  Hardeen. 

♦  *  =|! 

J.  N.  Maskelyne,  London. — Kindly  pardon 
our  error  in  not  giving  you  credit  for  photo 
of  the  £i,ooo  ghost;  in  onr  rush  we  omitted 
to  state  from  whence  we  obtained  same.  Will 
be  more  careful  in  future. 

*  *  * 

Clemont  de  Lion. — Your  letter  is  very  in¬ 
teresting,  but  too  long  for  this  issue.  The 
news  that  you  are  “merry  now  to  a  chermen 
ladi”  is  news  to  us,  and  we  heartily  congratu¬ 
late  you. 

*  *  ♦ 

Several  letters  remain  to  be  answered  in 
our  next  issue. 
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HANDCUFF  SECRETS 
EXPOSED 


(copyright,  1906,  BY  HARRY  HOUDlNT.) 

The  following  material  was  first  in¬ 
tended  for  a  book  and  was  written  by 
the  author,  during  his  Tour  in  Great 
Britain  in  response  to  the  thousands  of 
letters  received  requesting  light  on  the 
easy  methods  adopted  by  his  numerous 
imitators.  But  not  having  had  the  re¬ 
quired  time,  the  book  was  not  published 
but  as  it  ‘seems  a  fitting  place  in  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  Monthly  Magazine,  it  will  appear  in 
Monthly  instalments.  In  reading  the  va¬ 
rious  instalments,  please  bear  in  mind 
that  it  was  written  to  appear  in  book 
form. 

This  will  be  the  most  exhaustive  ar¬ 
ticle  ever  published  on  this  peculiar  mode 

of  entertainment. 

■  «  * 

Blunders  of  Some  Handcuff 
Exposers”  and  More  Light 
Thrown  on  Some  Personal 
Foreign  Fights. 

{Continued.) 

During  my  engagement  at  the  “Es¬ 
tablishment  Yard”  in  Moscow,  Russia, 
several  officers  stepped  upon  the  s"age 


to  act  as  a  committee,  and  one  of  them 
was  very  arrogant,  and  would  insist  on 
standing  in  the  centre  of  the  stage, 
thereby  obstructing  the  view  of  the  au¬ 
dience.  In  my  politest  Russian  I  asked 
him  to  step  aside,  but  instead  of  so 
doing,  he  demanded  how  I,  a  common 
menial,  dare  even  address  him.  I 
honestly  did  not  know  what  he  meant, 
and  again  asked  him  to  step  aside  and 
this  time  omitting  “Please.”  The  officer 
became  enraged  and  planted  himself 
right  down  in  the  midst  of  the  foot¬ 
lights,  refused  to  budge,  and  com¬ 
manded  me  to  go  on  with  the  perform¬ 
ance. 

By  this  time  I  knew  that  he  was 
someone  of  high  rank,  from  the  way  the 
rest  of  the  folks  about  bowed,  scraped 
and  fawned  to  him ;  so  I  thought  that 
the  best  thing  I  could  do  was  to  inform 
the  audience'  that  unless  this  officer  stood 
aside  I  would  refuse  to  go  on  with  the 
show. 

The  officer  only  grinned,  so  I  had  the 
cabinet  carried  down  stage  so  that  if  the 
curtain  was  rung  down,  it  could  only 
come  down  to  the  top  of  my  cabinet, 
and  the  siege  started  !  There  were  many 
officials  of  high  rank  in  the  audience 
and  soon  they  started  in  to  protest  to 
think  that  the  show  had  been  cut  off. 
Eventually  the  manager  was  sent  for, 
and  explained  things  to  me'  as  best 
he  could,  but  I  remained  obstinate,  and 
insisted  that  unless  this  officer  stood 
aside  I  would  not  go  on  with  the  show. 

It  was  explained  to  me  that  people 
working  for  a  living,  and  especially  per¬ 
formers,  are  not  looked  upon  in  a  favor¬ 
able  light,  as  the  majority  of  Russian 
men  act  simph^  as  guides  for  their  acts, 
and  generally  employ  all  kinds  of 
women  to  sing  in  their  troupes,  and  in¬ 
stead  of  being  paid  a  salary  by  the 
theatrical  managers,  they  have  to  pay 
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for  the  privilege  of  having  their  troupes 
work  the  cabinets.  Their  cabinets  are 
on  the  order  of  the  Western  wine  rooms, 
only  on  a  very  much  higher  scale. 

In  Russia,  the  well-to-do  folks  come 
to  dine  in  the  cabinets,  and  if  they  do 
not  wish  to  see  an  act  on  the  stage  or 
have  missed  a  turn,  they  pay  to  have 
the  act  go  through  its  performance  in 
the  Cabinet. 

The  audience  in  the  “Establishment 
YTrd”'  was  now  aroused  to  a  fever 
pitch,  and  it  was  only  on  my  explaining 
to  the  officer  that  in  America  I  was 
rated  as  a  millionaire,  that  he  profusely 
apologized  to  the  audience  and  to  me, 
and  stepped  aside.  This  officer  was  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  performance  for 
me  at  the  Palace  Kleinmichel  where 
I  appeared  several  times  in  the  presence 
of  the  Grand  Duke  Sergius  (who  was 
assassinated  several  years  ago),  and  we 
became  quite  friendly.  During  one  of 
my  entertainments  the  Grand  Duchess 
assisted  me  in  the  role  of  Second  Sight 
Artist;  all  this  helped  to  make  a  name 
for  me  in  Russia,  which  will  not  be  for¬ 
gotten  for  some  time  to  come.  Natur¬ 
ally  this  caused  a  great  deal  of  jealousy 
amongst  the  Russian  magicians,  and  one 
after  the  other  started  in  to  run  down 
my  performance.  Robert  Lenz  claimed 
that  he  did  the  trunk  trick  thirty  years 
ago,  and  because  his  wife  was  so  much 
fatter,  larger  and  more  awkward  than 
Madame  Houdini,  he  claimed  that  his 
trick  was  superior.  He  started  in  to  do 
a  lot  of  exposing,  and  one  bright  morn¬ 
ing  I  arose  and  found  all  over,  the 
streets  of  Moscow  bright  red  posters, 
reading  “Roberta,  the  Celebrated  Ex¬ 
poser,  will  show  you  how  to  escape  from 
all  handcuffs,  and  front  all  locks.” 

I  awaited  his  opening,  and  then  saw 
his  sht>w.  Of  all  the  false  representa¬ 
tions,  and  schemes  for  obtaining  money 


under  false  pretense,  “Roberta  the  Cele¬ 
brated”  took  the  bun,  biscuit  and  bake 
shop. 

He  did  not  even  know  what  a  handcuff 
key  looked  like,  and  his  entire  exposure 
consisted  in  removing  a  rivet  from  all 
his  manacles,  which  had  been  specially 
prepared  for  the  purpose. 


In  illustration  you  will  note  that  the 
Neck-cuff  or  Collar  is  open  at  the  hinge, 
and  the  “False”  rivet  is  shaped  like  a 
screw ;  this  is  also  shown  on  the  hand¬ 
cuff. 

On  the  cuff  the  dotted  lines  “A” 
show  where  the  rivet  is  held,  and  the 
false  screw  or  rivet  is  screwed  down 
tight  with  a  good  pair  of  pliers,  so  that 
with  the  bare  hands  or  fingers  no  one 
can  unscrew  this  bolt. 

Naturally  you  can  allow  anyone  to 
bring  along  as  many  locks  as  they  de¬ 
sire,  and  you  can  make  your  escape. 
All  you  have  to  do  is  to  take  out  your 
pliers,  unscrew  the  bolt,  and  close  it  up 
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again.  With  this  arrangement,  you  can 
build  a  large  cross,  or  gallows,  and  al¬ 
low  the  committee  to  lock  you  with  as 
many  locks  and  chains  as  they  wish  to 
bring  along,  but  be  sure  that  they  run 
the  chains  through  the  staple  or  place 
prepared  to  hold  the  locks.  The  collar 
which  I  invented  and  used  years 
ago,  when  being  compelled  to  give  two 
or  three  performances,  was  one  that 
even  fooled  the  best  magicians  in  the 
world.  It  was  made  of  light  metal,  and 
the  fake  part  of  it  could  not  be  moved 
either  with  the  fingers  or  instrument. 
The  secret  was  in  the  hinge,  as  I  had  a 
steel  pin  placed  in  the  rivet  (which  was 
hollow),  and  this  pin  could  only  be 
moved  by  using  a  strong  horseshoe 
magnet,  which  would  pull  it  up  to  the 
top  and  allow  the  hinge  to  open.  This 
method  defies  detection,  and  I  can 
honestly  recommend  it  to  anyone  wish¬ 
ing  to  make  a  good  set  of  “Fake”  Hand¬ 
cuffs,  or  make  what  is  known  as  a 
“Spirit  Collar.” 

(To  be  continued.) 


First  of  all  a  few  words  in  defense 
against  the  “fewi  words”  of  my  confrere 
Herr  Ottokar  Fischer,  who  in  the  No¬ 
vember  issue  corrects  what  he  thinks  is 
a  mistake  of  mine.  I  did  not  say  that 
the  old  time  magicians  had  their  appar¬ 
atus  in  their  pants’  pockets,  I  simply 
stated  that  they  carried  their  apparatus 
in  their  pockets.  In  this  I  mean  the 
Tasche  that  they  carried  and  in  trans¬ 
lating  the  word  “Tasche”  into  English 


I  simply  called  it  “Pocket.”  Perhaps  I 
was  not  explicit  enough,  but  by  care¬ 
fully  reading  over  my  first  letter,  it  can 
be  seen  that 'that  is  what  I  meant. 

Still  I  thank  Herr  Fischer  for  his 
suggestions,  and  in  the  future  will  write 
more  in  detail. 

❖  *  * 

Regret  to  write  that  Cheav.  Thorn’s 
wife  was  taken  suddenly  ill  and  they 
had  to  cancel  several  months’  work. 

*  ^ 

Carlos-  Eifenger,  the  Parlor  Magician 
is  being  looked  for  by  the  Prussian  Po¬ 
lice,  It  is  said  he  vanished  with  a  lady’s 
gold  watch  that  happened  to  be  on  a  ta¬ 
ble,  on  which  he  was  allowed  to  pre¬ 
pare  his  tricks  for  an  evening’s  enter¬ 
tainment.  He  is  a  clever  performer,  but 
such  a  person  is  one  who  is  not  wanted 
in  the  entertainer’s  class,  and  especially 
not  in  the  conjurer’s. 

*  * 

Some  of  us  over  here  would  like  to 
know  what  has  ever  become  of  that  So¬ 
ciety  that  was  founded  by  Carl  Will- 
mann  of  Hamburg.  Is  it  still  in  exist¬ 
ence,  and  what  is  its  aim?  I  know  of 
one  Society  in  Berlin  that  is  the  best  of 
its  kind  ever  organized.  It  is  called 
“Amatuer  A^ereinigung  fur  Magische- 
kunst.”  The.  address  is  Eichendorf 
Strasse,  4  Berlin  N.  It  will  pay  all  ma¬ 
gicians  visiting  Berlin  to  note  this,  as 
they  have  done  more  to  advance  Magic 
than  any  organization  that  ever  existed. 
They  have  weekly  meetings,  and  when¬ 
ever  a  foreign  mystery  man  comes  to 
town,  they  invite  him  to  their  meetings 
and  make  him  feel  as  if  he  were  among 
friends.  Some  of  the  members  are  very 
clever,  and  you  must  be  a  gentleman  of 
spotless  reputation  to  belong  to  this  So¬ 
ciety.  In  fact,  it  seems  as  hard  to  get 
into  this  verein  as  it  does  to  join  the 
Masonic  order.  Their  membership  is 
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limited,  and  it  is  a  movement  in  the  right 
direction  on  their  part.  They  really  ex¬ 
change  secrets  and  each  one  vies  with 
the  other  to  have  something  new  at  their 
meetings.  Shall  try  for  an  invitation  to 
their  meetings  and  if  permitted  will 

•send  more  details. 

*  *  * 

The  Great  Roland  has  finished  two 
months  in  France;  he  is  engaged  in  Hol¬ 
land  for  the  Christmas  holidays. 

*  sf:  * 

Alfredi  the  Man  of  Vienna,  who  some 
time  ago  changed  his  name  to  Mourdini, 
has  returned  to  his  old  magic  tricks, 
hut  is  not  killing  any  one  with  his  pres¬ 
ent  success.  He  is  a  fierce  looking  fel¬ 
low  and  has  a  heavy  black  mustache 
which  he  could  use  to  advantage  in  a 
ventriloquil  performance. 

*  *  * 

Clemont  De  Lion,  the  billiard  expert, 
is  engaged  for  month  of  December  at 
the  Metropole  Theatre,  Hamburg. 

*  * 

Madame  -Carl  Edward  Poliak,  the 
wife  of  the  well-known  Berlin  Agent, 
will  not  trod  the  stage  as  Illusionist. 
Her  plans  are  changed,  and  I  can’t  find 
■out  what  Carl  Edward  will  do  with  the 
various  tricks  he  has  purchased.  Per¬ 
haps  he  will  wait  until  his  son  Eric 
•grows  up,  and  put  him  in  the  business, 
t  *  * 

The  other  Poliak,  Max,  who  made  a 
specialty  of  booking  Magicians  in  Ger- 
Tiiany,  is  now  permanently  connected 
with  the  Hansa  Theatre  in  Hamburg- 
*  *  * 

An  Albino  calling  himself  Tom  Jack 
is  busy  at  the  present  time  telling  the 
managers  that  he  is  the  ‘‘Lightning 
chain-escaper-performer.”  He  has  filled 
a  few  contracts,  but  as  he  holds  no  re¬ 
turn  dates  I  cannot  give  any  informa¬ 
tion  of  his  show. 


ROBERT  HELLER 

(WILLIAM  HENRY  PALMER) 

There  is  so  very  little  known  of  the 
old-time  Magicians,  that  it  is  about  time 
we  brought  some  light  on  the  subject, 
and  gave  them  the  due  that  is  their  due. 
Look  at  the  various  Arts  and  Profes¬ 
sions,  and  then  at  the  old-time  Magi¬ 
cians;  none  of  them  have  been  properly 
remembered ! 

No  matter  how  clever  they  might 
have  been,  all  that  we  can  say  of  them 
is  “Well  he  was  a  very  clever  man”  or 
“He  was  the  wittiest  man  on  the  stage” 
but  we  have  no  proof,  and  they  never 
left  anything  behind  to  show  to  the  won¬ 
dering  public  what  they  really  were 
capable  of  doing. 

A  painter  when  he  dies,  leaves  be¬ 
hind  paintings,  an  author  leaves  as  a 
monument  some  of  his  books,  the  music 
master  leaves  his  inspirations,  but  how 
can  a  magician  leave  behind  a  positive 
proof  of  his  genius?  For  years  and 
years  I  practised  a  two-handed  card 
shift,  SO  as  to  make  it  an  invisible  one, 
and,  many  of  my  friends  who  saw  this 
“invisible  shift”  will  testify  that  it  was 
about  the  “Best  Ever.”-  But  how  can 
1  in  years  to  come  show  to  the  public 
a  sleight  that  has  taken  me  15  years  to 
master?  We  have  many  a  magician 
that  has  really  some  wonderful  move  or 
other,  but  nothing  can  be  said  or  done 
to  show  this  when  he  has  passed  away. 
So  I  contend  that  it  is  about  time  that 
some  one  should  extol  the  virtues  of  the 
poor  past  and  almost  forgotten  Magi¬ 
cians. 

The  following  material  is  only  a  small 
item  of  the  great  collection  I  have 
managed  to  get  together,  and  from 
month  to  month,  when  space  will  per- 
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mit,  reproductions  of  the  programmes 
and  explanations  of  the  tricks  of  the 
old  Master  Magicians  will  appear. 

The  program  on  this  page  is  from 
the  Strand  Theatre  London,  Tuesday, 
April  I,  1851,  and  was  before  Heller 
visited  America,  and  when  he  was  a 
youth  of  about  18  years  of  age.  From 
this  it  will  be  seen  that  Heller  copied 
Houdin’s  programme,  for  he  has  taken 
many  sentences  and  tricks  from  the,  bill 
of  Robert  Houdin,  he  uses  Ernst  Hel-. 
ler  where  Houdin  used  his  son  Emile 
etc,  etc. ;  still  if  he  copied  other  people 
in  his  early  days,  he  gradually  elimin¬ 
ated  this  from  his  programmes  as  he 
grew  to  be  more  experienced.  On  his 
return  to  England  in  1868  he  did  not 
present  his  Second- Sight  Mystery,  and 
it  is  not  until  1873  that  I  note  this  ex¬ 
periment  on  his  English  programmes. 
He  presented  this  trick  in  New  York  in 
1852. 

Heller  claimed  to  have  invented  the 
tricks  he  performed,  but  then  it  may 
have  been  the  custom  at  that  time  to  ad¬ 
vertise  the  tricks  as  “Self  Invented”  and 
the  old  programmes  will  bear  witness 
to  this. 

On  his  opening  night  at  the  Poly¬ 
graphic  Hall,  my  old  friend  Henry 
Evans  Evanion  saw  the  entertainment 
and  wrote  on  a  programme  and  ex¬ 
plained  each  trick  as  Heller  performed 
it.  This  programme  is  in  my  posses¬ 
sion  and  when  space  permits  will  give  a 
full  expose  of  these  tricks  that  Heller 
had  on  the  programme,  and  some  of 
them  would  be  interesting  if  added  to 
any  modern  entertainment. 

From  a  clipping  in  my  possession  of 
the  London  Morning  Telegraph,  Tues¬ 
day,  January  27,  1868  (after  his  first 
re-appearance),  I  quote  the  following: 

Mr.  Robert  Heller’s  “Diversions.” 

This  popular  “entertainer,”  whose 


Rare  and  only  Heller  program  of  this 
date  in  existence.  Original  program  of 
Robert  Heller  when  about  18  years  of 
age,  1851-2. 


NEW  STRAND 


SOIREES 

MYSTERIEUSES 

DE 

ROBERT  HEELER. 

These  elegant  and  original  Performances  will  be 
given  at  the  above  Theatre 

CoBunencing  at  8  o*ol<ic!£ 

A  MORNING  PERFORMANCE 

Emm  mmE)M 

AT  HALF-PAST  *  O'CLOCK.  < 

On  aach  oocaalon  will  be  presented  the  following 
Ineducable  experiments,  invented  and  performed 
by  Zlobert  HeUer. 


PART  I. 


The  Cabalistic  Clock 
The  Obedient  Dove 
The  Fans  and  Caonon  Balls 

The  Plumes  of  Feathers 
The  Basket  of  Flowers  * 

The  Marvellous  Orange  Tree* 


Jjft  i^ndule  Cabalistique 
La  Colombo  Ob^iseante 
Les  evcntails  et  les  boulets  de 
Canons 
Les  plumes 
La  corbeille  do  Fluers 
L’Oranger 


Part  n. 


The  Jlyaterious  Port-foUo 
The  Mystic  Boouet 
The  Wonderful  Balance 
The  Automaton  Cook 
The  Safety  Casket 
The  Magic  filtration 


Port-feuUle  mysterieux 
Lc  bouquet  mystique 
L’equilibre 
Le  cuisnier  automate 
L’6crin  de  Surete 
La  filtratiop  magique 


PART  m. 

THE  SECOND  SiCHT  I  LA  SECONDE  VUE 

OF  SRZraST  mcT.T.W’p 

ESCAMOTAGE  OF  ERNEST  HELLER  WHO  WILL  VANISH  PROM 
THA  EYES  OP  THE  AUDIENCE. 


-The  Inexhaustible  Bottle 
The  comucopis 


i.La  bouteille  In^uisable 
I  La  come  d'abondance 


.  fionboM,  JonnaU^  (to.  wUl  be  rfiower6d 
upon  the  eudience  lo  the  greatest  ptofuiio^'  ■ 

Doort  toopnat  kalf-patl  7,  and  at  2  for  the  Horning  JPtrfirmanct. 

raivATiBoii,  ,  £1  Is.  i  £1  11,  6<i 

Stsll,3s.j  -  Box«2s.:,  PitUi  ,  Galler76<L 

The  Box  Cfflee  epen  (hn  11  to  5  dan,;  when  Tickets  ud  PIoms. 
Slay  be  aeenred. 


DUrdMftet  OeUm-sq 


varied  accomplishments  as  a  conjurer, 
pianist,  and  punster,  entitle  him  to  such 
a  distinctive  title  in  its  very  widest  signi¬ 
fication,  made  his  first  appearance  as  a 
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thaumaturgist  of  high  American  repute 
on  Monday  evening,  at  the  Polygraphic 
Hall,  King  William  street,  Strand.  The 
neatly  decorated  and  commodious  build¬ 
ing,  so  long  the  scene  of  Mr.  W.  S. 
Woodin’s  protean  personations,  has  been 
tastefully  refitted,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  metamorphoses  of  the 
magician;  and  hearty  welcome  was  ac¬ 
corded  the  gentleman  whose  fame  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  has  been 
progressively  increasing  during  the  last 
dozen  years.  It  must,  however,  be  by 
no  means  understood  that  Mr.  Robert 
Palmer  Heller  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
stranger  to  this  country.  England  claims 
him  as  a  native,  for  he  was  born  at 
Canterbury  some  five  and  thirty  years 
ago ;  and  w^e  can  remember  some  of  his 
earliest  experiments  made  as  a  profes¬ 
sional  wizard,  when  he  tested  his  skill 
in  a  professional  tour  through  Kent. 
Pianoforte  playing  has  been  his  study 
from  six  years  of  age.  He  was  a  pupil 
at  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music,  and 
Cipriani  Potter  and  Sterndale  Bennett 
were  his  teachers ;  but  one  night  he  saw 
Robert  Houdin  at  the  St.  James’s  Thea¬ 
tre,  and  from  that  night  his  resolution 
was  fixed.  He  would  become  a  con¬ 
jurer,  and,  after  a  little  practice  in  the 
Provinces,  he  ventured  on  a  public  ap¬ 
pearance  at  the  Strand  Theatre  in  1852. 
For  two  months  he  held  his  ground  suc¬ 
cessfully,  went  to  Liverpool,  and  in  the 
September  of  the  same  year  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  and  made  his  dehut  at  the  Al¬ 
bany  Museum.  During  the  last  sixteen 
years  he  has  visited  every  city  on  the 
western  continent,  and  every  traveller 
who  has  passed  through  New  York  will 
remember  his  highly  attractive  “Salle 
Diabolique”  in  the  Broadway.  Bring¬ 
ing  with  him  those  marvels  that  have 
baffled  the  explanation  of  even  our  cute 


Yankee  cousins,  Mr.  Robert  Heller  has 
now  revisited  this  country,  and  we  may 
say  at  once  that  a  more  complete  master 
of  his  art  has  not  been  seen  since  the 
days  of  the  illustrious  Robert  Houdin. 
Conjuring  tricks  are  especially  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  category  of  those  things 
which  ought  to  be  seen  and  not  de¬ 
scribed.  Nevertheless,  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  give  the  reader  an  idea  of  the 
ingenious  apparatus  which  has  been  pro¬ 
vided  without  referring  to  the  nature  of 
the  illusions  performed.  A  transparent 
dial,  suspended  by  silken  cords  from  the 
ceiling,  indicates  any  hour  desired  by  the 
company,  tells  the  number  of  any  card 
chosen,  and  goes  through  its  intelligent 
performances  equally  well  when  held 
simply  by  the  finger  and  thumb  of  the 
exhibitor.  A  glass  bell,  struck  by  a  ham¬ 
mer,  and  of  which  the  motive  power  is 
curiously  concealed,  reveals  the  color  of 
the  suit,  and  replies,  as  far  as  truth  can 
be  told  by  tintinnabulation,  to  any  ques¬ 
tion  asked.  Handkerchiefs  are  cut, 
burned,  and  made  whole  again ;  rings  are 
fired  off  from  pistols,  and  are  presently 
seen  round  the  neck  of  a  little  Cupid 
rising  from  the  midst  of  a  rose-tree, 
which  puts  forth  its  leaves  and  flowers 
in  sight  of  the  audience.  A  hat  becomes 
filled  with  half-crowns,  apparently 
plucked  from  the  “motes  that  people  the 
sunbeams,”  and  a  stupendous  illusion  is 
reserved  for  the  last,  where,  in  imitation 
of  the  famous  cabinet  of  the  Davenport 
Brothers,  a  simple  structure  is  placed  on 
a  raised  platform  and  made  the  scene  of 
extraordinary  doings.  ’  A  man  is  tied  up 
in  a  sack  by  persons  selected  from  among 
the  audience,  the  ends  of  the  rope  and 
knots  are  sealed,  and  presently  the  man 
is  mysteriously  liberated  and  the  sack 
is  found  whole,  the  knots  tied  as  before, 
and  the  seals  unbroken.  Hands  flutter 
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TWO  WEEKS  ONLY. 


MONDAY,  M^Y  15XH, 

B’lnST  IVIOHT 


FIANO-SOLQIST  AND  CAUSEUR, 

WBO  y**  eoupLTSD  nil 


365th  Performance  in  New  York, 

'Bdog  *  etmr  of  aucceat  wUob  oo  oiber  CosjoTtr  bu.  at  aoj  Uma,  aocoapliabcd  ia  ibat 


■  x=>fi.pG;-fi.A.iva:ivi;E:  n-o. 

l.-MA-O-IC. 

WONDER  I . HELLER'S  CABALISTIC  CLOCK 

WONDER  II . . . the  a;rial  bell 

WONDER  IH.  .:.INPeRNAIl-WD^,-from-»  rafebriteA  Pnlenl  M«dioirc  Wun- 
bouse  in  the  AWAsrlaud 

WONDER  IV . THE,  WITCHES'  POLE,  willi  einguUr  devolopraents  in 

Cartoinsucy 

WONDER  V . ANIMATED  DOLLARS,  with  Life  end  Iiitcllegence  Menifesled 

WONDER  VI . . .  . HELLER'S  ARABESQUE  RINGS 

WONDER  VII. ..'..i . . . . . THE  DEVIL’S  PUNCHBOWL 


FA.ItX  Zl.-li.ff'crsic. 

Ho.  . . GRAND  FANTASIA  on  Aire  from  the  "Sonnamhulo”  of  Thelberg. 

performed  by  ROBERT  HELLER,  on  Steinwsy's  Grand  Pianoforte. 

Ho.  2 . Mb  HsoLEa’a  Laughable  Description  the  Piano-practice  of  a  Boarding 

School  Young  Lady.— Illuitraled.  The  Young  Lady  by  Robert  Heller. 


FJiJR'T  III.-ZA'SrSXER'Sr. 
y 

HELLEB’S  SECOBO-SICHI  MVSTEBt 

lareaud  br  Ua.  Dwf.nirf  b,  b^i  eil,.  lad^biob  b.i  wade  bi.  eelebcitj  froo  lili  Snt  .pp«r.o«« 

U  pnbli%  being  freqaantlj  de«gn»tc<i  M 

No  a-TBB  PLUMES  OF  VTCTOET. 
tn  conovani  wita/ 

ea-HtX  xv.-iJsrs'Tifcrcxioiij'. 

PteELCrft  MAGIC,  or 'Tricks  Made  Eaey,' every  person  V”**  ^ 

only  shown  the  Tricks,  but  tmtght  pMtclj/  how  to  do  them,  So 
may  go  and  start  out  aacoiijurere  for  tSeinielvesaut  achieve  as  great 
fortune  as  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Robebt,  Hbllbe.. 

A  tnj  ■m'%xr  i»noca-n.  A.:m:3^^e5 

BTBBY  THIRD  DAT. _ _ 

-»■  Tb,  PiuM  ^  w.  frem,  lb.  .«ld  fc»el  T.ol^  of  6wio..j  *  Boa.  r.«rlc«.lb  SC.'l!..  V»li. 
«sd  ere  rcmnrknble  in  taeir  quility.  a^  _ 

ADMi3sioir.'.7:z:.~r. . 

BESERVBD  seats . . . CENTS 

UoaO«e.op..m..eUreB,..w,.da..UJbom.««maoU.»^UU-^^^^^^^^ 

Doors  open  at  7 . . . . .  . . 

$^Maiinee  Wednesday,  at  2  1-2  o'clock.-^ 

D00B8  OPW  AT  a  (yCLOCK^ 

Poster  used  by  Heller  in  Boston. 


through  the  curtains,  bells  ring,  and  yet 
the  curtains  are  drawn  every  now  and 
then  rapidly  aside  and  no  one  is  seen 
within.  That  Mr.  Robert  Heller  teaches 
his  audience  how  to  do  a  variety  of  con¬ 
juring  tricks,  that  he  makes  an  intermin¬ 
able  quantity  of  puns,  that  he  shows  a 
great  deal  of  humor  (chiefly  of  the 
American  kind)  in  a  dry,  droll  way,  and 
plays  the  piano  in  brilliant  style,  and 
gives  imitations  of  a  boarding-school 
young  lady  after  the  manner  of  Mr. 
John  Parry,  may  simply  be  mentioned 
as  so  many  additional  securities  for  the 
amusement  of  the  audience.  It  is  on 
cabalistic  grounds  that  Mr.  Robert  Hel¬ 
ler  will  most  firmly  take  his  stand  in  the 
Metropolis,  and,  though  several  of  his 
illusions  are  familiar,  they  are  endowed 
with  all  the  freshness  of  novelty.  Not¬ 
withstanding  some  of  those  imperfec¬ 
tions  incidental  to  a  first  night,  and 
which  have  since  been  amended,  it  was 
palpable  to  all  that  the  entertainment 
has  features  of  excellence  which  will  be 
gladly  recognized  by  the  sight  seekers 
of  London. 

*  *  * 

From  this  it  can  be  deducted  that  Hel¬ 
ler  was  born  about  1833. 

Amongst  my  clippings  I  have  several 
cut  from  the  New  York  Clipper. 

Under  date  of  Saturday,  April  27, 
1867  from  their  San  Francisco,  Calif, 
correspondent  there  is  a  very  good  criti¬ 
cism,  stating  among  other  flattering 
words :  “So  far  he  has  attracted  large 
houses  and  is  the  greatest  success  of  any 
public  performer  that  has  appeared  in 
this  city  for  years.” 

Heller  opened  at  the  Metropolitan 
Theatre,  March  4,  1867,  and  for  the 
first  fifteen  nights  his  receipts  amounted 
to  $22,400,  which  is  certainly  a  marvel¬ 
ous  figure  especially  for  those  days. 
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Heller  must  have  made  several  trips 

to  England,  as  I  have  programmes  and 
posters  of  later  dates  than  1868,  the 
latest  being  1873.  But  what  puzzles  me 
is  that  the  1873  programme  reads  “First 
appearance  in  England,  Saturday,  May 
1873/’  although  he  had  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  run  in  England  in  1868. 

In  one  early  programme  of  his  per¬ 
formance  in  America  he  claims  to  have 
invented  the  Second  Sight  Mystery. 
I  am  not  certain  as  to  the  date,  but  as 
the  programme  contains  the  tricks  that 
he  used  on  his  very  early  bills,  it  must 
date  from  1853  or  1854.  I  deduct  that 
according  to  his  own  statements  he 
landed  in  America  in  September,  1852, 
and  on  this  Boston  Poster  (which  is 
herewith  reproduced),  he  states  that  he 
has  just  finished  a  successful  season  of 
365  nights  in  New  York,  so  this  repro¬ 
duced  poster  must  be  about  November 
or  December,  1853. 

In  1873  during  his  provincial  engage¬ 
ments,  Heller  had  a  very  fine  show,  the 
programme  was  large  and  varied,  and 
some  of  the  “Attractions”  billed  were 
the  Decapitation,  Second  Sight  Mystery, 
Blue  Beard  and  Demon  Monkey  Illu¬ 
sion,  and  Living  Pictures;  (in  this  Liv¬ 
ing  Picture  Illusion  Miss  Haydee  Heller 
was  the  important  factor,  as  the  act  con¬ 
sisted  of  an  artist’s  easel  being  placed 
on  the  stage  and  a  series  of  portraits 
(without  faces)  of  public  personages 
being  placed  on  this  easel.  Miss  Heller 
by  placing  her  face  in  the  aperture 
would  “look”  like  the  person  whose 
clothes  were  painted  or  pinned  on  the 


canvas)  ;  Christy’s  Minstrels  (a  la 
Marionettes),  Heller’s  Wonders  and  nu¬ 
merous  other  effects  were  introduced  by 
this  very  clever  and  versatile  man. 

In  Heller’s  advertisement  of  1864 
during  his  engagement  at  “Salle  Dia- 
bolique,”  585  Broadway  (opposite  Nib- 
lo’s),  six  of  his  features  are  quoted. 

1.  A  Perfect  Dream  of  Illusion. 

2.  Seemingly  Supernatural  Marvels,, 
surpassing  all  “Spiritual  Manifesta¬ 
tions.” 

3.  Piano  Solos  by  Robert  Heller. 

4.  Heller’s  Extraordinary  Second 
Sight. 

5.  Magical  Minstrelsy. 

6.  Witticism,  Drollery  and  Mirth. 

Dr.  W.  Golden  Mortimer  and  Henry 

Hatton  are  two  men  alive  today  that 
have  a  fund  of  information  of  this 
Master  Entertainer,  and  I  am  pleased 
that  the  many  facts  are  becoming  pub¬ 
lished. 

Dr.  W.  Golden  Mortimer  before  un¬ 
dertaking  the  practice  of  Medicine  trav¬ 
elled  through  America  with  a  Mystery 
Show,  which  he  termed  “Mortimer’s 
Mysteries”  and  Henry  Hatton  is  given 
the  credit  of  being  one  of  the  pioneer 
“Box-Trick”  presenters,  and  in  his  time 
it  was  a  most  expensive  mystery. 

There  remains  very  little  more  to  be 
said  about  Heller,  and  should  our  read¬ 
ers  know  of  authentic  facts  regarding 
this  versatile  performer,  we  shall  be 
pleased  to  give  them  credit  in  pur  coL 
umns  for  any  information  sent. 

Harry  Houdini. 
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H  O  C  V  S 
P  O  C  V  s 

1  V  N  I  O  R- 

TbeAnatomie  of 

LEGERDEMAIN* 

O  R, 

The  Art  of  lugling  fet  forth  in  his  proper  colours,  folly, 
plainly,  andexaftly,  fo  that  an  imorantpetfon  njay  thereby 
learn  the  full  perfeSion  of  the  la»ie,aftcr  a  little  praSife. 

Vnto  each  Tricke  u  added  the  figure,  where  it  is  needfiUj 

foru^ftoD. 

Thefscend  EtUtitn,  with  m/uj  uddithnt, 

Prcfltt  cibili  quim  Lihil  {$cac. 


Printed  by  T.  H.  for  R.M.  i  6 

{Continued) 

OF  THE  PLAY  OF  THE  BALLS. 

The  operator  must  have  his  imple¬ 
ments  of  purpose  to  play  withal;  and 
first  he  must  have  three  cups,  made  of 
brass,  or  crooked  lane  plate;  these  cups 
must  be  all  of  one  size  and  the  bottom 
of  each  of  them  must  be  set  a  little 
within  the  cup ;  also  he  must  have  four 
balls  made  of  cork  about  the  bigness  of 
small  nutmegs. 

First,  he  must  practice  to  hold  these 
cork  balls,  two  or  three  of  them  at  once 
in  one  hand.  The  best  place,  and  the 
readiest  to  hold  one  ball,  is  between  the 
ball  of  the  thumb  and  the  palm  of  the 
hand ;  but  if  you  hold  more  than  one  at 
one  time,  between  your  fingers  towards 
the  bottoms.  The  place  to  hold  a  great 
ball  is  between  your  two  middle  fingers. 
Remember  in  your  play  always  to  keep 


the  palm  of  your  hand  downward;  after 
you  have  once  learned  to  hold  these 
balls  handsomely,  you  may  work  divers 
strange  and  delightful  feats. 

But  whether  you  seem  to  cast  your 
ball  in  the  air,  or  into  your  mouth,  or 
into  your  other  hand,  yet  still  retain  it 
in  the  same  hand,  still  remembering  to 
keep  the  palm  of  your  hand  downward, 
and  out  of  sight. 

Now  to  begin : 

He  that  is  to  play  must  sit  on  the 
farther  side  of  a  table,  which  must  be 
covered  with  a  carpet;  partly  to  keep 
the  balls  from  rolling  away,  and  partly 
to  keep  them  from  rattling;  likewise  he 
must  set  his  hat  in  his  lap,  or  sit  in  such 
manner  as  that  he  may  receive  anything 
into  his  lap,  and  let  him  cause  all  his 
spectators  to  sit  down ;  then  let  him 
draw  his  four  balls,  and  lay  three  of 
them  upon  the  table  (and  retain  the 
fourth  in  his  right  hand). 

So  then  you  have  three  balls  on  the 
table  to  play  with,  and  one  left  between 
the  fingers  of  your  right  hand. 


The  Operation  of  the  Cups  is  thus. 

3  2  1 


Lay  your  three  balls  on  the  table,  then 
say.  Gentlemen,  you  see  here  are  three 
balls,  and  here  are  three  cups,  that  is,  a 
cup  for  each  ball,  and  a  ball  for  each 
cup.  Then  taking  that  ball  that  you 
had  in  your  right  hand  (which  you  are 
always  to  keep  private),  and  clapping  it 
under  the  first  cup,  then  taking  up  one 
of  the  three  balls,  with  your  right  hand, 
seeming  to  put  it  into  your  left  hand, 
but  retain  it  still  in  your  right,  shutting 
your  left  hand  in  due  time,  then  say 
Presto,  be  gone. 
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Then  taking  the  second  cup  up,  say, 
Gentlemen,  you  see  there  is  nothing  un¬ 


der  my  cup;  so  clap  the  ball  that  you 
have  in  your  right  hand  under  it,  and 
then  take  the  second  ball  up  with  your 
right  hand,  and  seem  to  put  it  into,  your 
left,  but  retain  it  in  your  right  hand, 
shutting  your  left  hand  in  due  time,  as 
before,  saying,  Verda,  he  gone. 


Then  take  the  third  cup,  saying.  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  you  see  there  is  nothing  under 
my  last  cup ;  then  clapping  the  ball  you 
have  in  your  right  hand  under  it,  then 
take  the  third  ball  up  with  your  right 
hand,  and  seeming  to  put  it  into  your 
left  hand,  but  retain  it  in  your  right ; 
shutting  your  left  hand  in  due  time,  as 
before,  saying.  Presto,  make  haste;  so 
you  have  your  three  balls  come  under 
your  three  cups,  as  thus ;  and  so  lay 
your  three  cups  down  on  the  table. 


Then  with  your  right  hand  take  up 
the  first  cup,  and  there  clap  that  ball 
under,  that  you  have  in  your  right  hand ; 
then  saying,  Gentlemen,  this  being  the 
first  ball,  I  will  put  it  into  my  pocket; 
but  that  you  must  still  keep  in  your  hand 
to  play  withal.  .... .  . . 


So  take  up  the  second  cup  with  your 
right  hand,  and  clap  that  ball  you  have 


concealed  under  iCand  then  take  up  the 
second  ball  with  your  right  hand,  and 
say.  This  likewise,  I  take  and  put  into 
my  pocket. 


Likewise,  take  up  the  third  cup,  and 
clapping  the  cup  down  again,  convey 
that  ball  you  have  in  your  right  hand 
under  the  cup,  then  taking  the  third  ball, 
say.  Gentlemen,  this  being  the  last  ball, 
I  take  and  put  this  into  my  pocket. 
Afterwards  say  to  the  company.  Gentle¬ 
men,  by  a  little  of  my  fine  power  of 
experience,  I  will  command  these  balls 
under  the  cups  again. 

As  thus. 


So  lay  them  all  along  upon  the  table 
to  the  admiration  of  all  the  beholders. 

Then  take  up  the  first  cup,  and  clap 
the  ball  you  have  in  your  right  hand 
under  it,  then  taking  the  first  ball  up 
with  your  right  hand,  seem  to  put  the 
same  into  your  left  hand,  but  retain  it 
still  in  your  right,  then  say,  Vade,  quick 
he  gone  when  I  hid  you,  and  run  under 
the  cup. 

{To  be  continued) 
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B.  F.  RFITH’S 

TKeatres  eiiicl  Vatideville  BooKin^  Circtiit 


The  most  advantage¬ 
ous  opportunities 
offered  in  this  office  to 
Vaudeville  Artists  who 
are  desirous  of  engage¬ 
ments  covering  an  en¬ 
tire  season’s  work. 


Routes  arranged  by 
skilled  experts,  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  smallest  of 
jumps  with  a  minimum 
of  expense  in  railroad 
fares.  A  distinct  ad¬ 
vantage,  gained  ONLY 
in  this  office. 


KEITH’S  THEATRE,  PHILADELPHIA 

Performers  will  do  well  to  write 

B,  F.  KEITH’S  Booking  Offices,  St.  James  Bldg. 

S.  K-  HODGDON,  Booking  Manager 

825  to  828  St.  Janies  Building,  Mew  York  City 


Our  List  of  houses 
reaches  from  Portland, 
Maine,  to  Los  Angelos, 
California. 


Good  Acts  always  in 
demand  and  no  trouble 
to  Book  them  forty- 
five  weeks. 


^*1:, _ 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE! 

These  serial  articles  will  be  continued  from  month  to  month 
until  the  entire  field  in  the  handcuff  mystery  is  exhausted  and 
other  facts  established  ;  we  will  always  describe  spiritualistic  and 
illusionary  effects  and  show  how  to  do  magical  tricks  in  general ; 
so  if  y  ou  are  not  a  subscriber  kindly  fill  out  the  subscription  blank 
below  and  send  it  to  us  with  one  dollar  and  have  the  Conjurers’ 
Alonthly  Magazine  sent  to  you  regularly  and  promptly  each 
month.  Back  numbers  can  be 'purchased  at  10c.  a  copy. 


RIUU  OUT  THIS  RORM  INOW 


And  mail  it,  together  with  One  Dollar,  to  The  Coil" 

jurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Co.,  278 
W.  113th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

GENTrKMEN  : 

Please  send  me  CONJURERS’ 
MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  for  twelve  months, 

commencing  with  the . 

issue,  for  which  I  enclose  One  Dollar. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Dated . . . 190 


The  Columbia  Theatre 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

“Always  a  Good  Show  at  The 
Columbia.” 

THE  ONLT  FIRST  CLASS  VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE  IN  TOWN 


The  City  Magical  Company 


MANUFACTURERS  OF 

lUagical  Jfppratns 

1,  Amershara  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 


Everytliing  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic,  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter.  &c.  Applications  for  Eists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

We  Have  tHe  L.atest  E^uropean  Novelties 

Manager  :  Mr.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  I.  M  t. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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Selbifs  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  anywhere.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


Grand  Opera  House 

Under  the  personal  management 
of  the  owner,  Mr.  Harry  Davis 

Pittsburg’s  ( Penna.)  only  Continuous 
Performance 

VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE. 

A  Place  of  Cheer  Throughout  the  Year. 

Always  a  Good  Show. 

Presenting' the  Highest  ClaSS  ActS  of  America 

and  Europe 

Magicians 

Do  you  want  to  know  how  to  amuse  in  a  parlor 
without  apparatus  ? 

No  practice,  Elasily  done. 

Send  25  Cents. 

Will  send  full  printed  instrctions  oi  12  tricks,  with 
new  64  page  book,  full  of  fun,  comic  songS,  stump 
speeches,  dialogues,  etc.,  also  catalogue  of  1.000 
bargains  in  novelties. 

ADDRESS  : 

H.  Otto  Magic  Co. 

270  west  39th  Street  New  York  City 


TKe  Four  E-ucHan tresses 


Siitcliff  Sisters 

Novelty  Dancing  Act  For  Open  Time 


Address  :  Frank  B.  Howland 
Care  of  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine, 
278  West  113th  Street,  New  York 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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THeodore  Hardeen 


The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 

En  Route  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jinger  Jh  Eauer.  SO  Rupert  St.,  London,  IV. 


NOW  READY 


iSpecial  List  of  Elntirely  New  BooKs 
Conjuring  andiKindrefl 
Subjects 

Also  List  No.  41  of  350  decided  bar¬ 
gains  in  Magical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

17(3  Ontario  St.,  CHICA.GO,  ILL. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

45  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  :  :  :  Miss  Pauline  Cook 


19/  Page  Illustrated  9^:^ 
‘  I'lagic  Catalogue 

NO  FREE  COPIES 


Appendix’s  Nos’  i  and  2,  5  cents.  Weheep  every  Magic 
)  Booh  or  Paper  for  Sale 

W.  D.  Leroy,  103  CourfSt.,  Boston, Mass 


BRITISH  MAQICA  \  >0CIETY 

(Afi&liated  to  the  Magic  >..*iCle) 


Meetings  in  Birmingham  the  last  Saturday  in  each  month 

Particulars  on  application  to 
FRED,  walker,  Hon.  Secretary,  3S5  Harbome  Road 
Edgbaston  Birmingham,  England. 


AHD  Nomnt^. 


^  MANlfACTlUttSAliD  IHWSUHS  OC 

CoHjuBiMii  Apparatus 

I  Foj  Pabloi!  otSiAoe. 


^  Illusions 4  4 

Sensational  Tealurcs'; 


New  Catalogue  Lists  and  Bargain  Sheets  for  Stamp. 


EXPOS  F  CRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 

Exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

The  London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her¬ 
ald  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoliug  this  book. 
“Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented.’’ 

Price  Twentyfive  cents. 

Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 

278  West  nsth  Street  Mew  York. 


JUST  OUT 


New  Lists  will  be  sent 
on  receipt  of  stamp. 


Large,  catalogue  listing  Ihe  latest  and  besl  tricks 
15  cents. 


BAILE:Y  (SL  TRIPP  CO., 


Box  410 


Cambridgeport,  Mass. 


or  THEO.  HARDEEN,  50  Rupert  St  W. 
Care  of  Anger  &  Bauer,  London,  Eng. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  when  answering  advertisements 


WOMAN  IS  WHAT  HER 
SURROUNDINGS  MAKE  HER 


The  Renowned  WOODBURY  Preparations 
contribute  to  her  facial  beauty  and  general  attractiveness. 

The  curative  and' cleansing  formula  which  has  made  Woodbury  s  Facial  Soap 
a  household  word  is  equalled  iri  merit  throughout  his  other  preparations. 

They  sell  everywhere  at  25  cents. 

Special — A  postal  will  bring  our  Beauty  Booklet.  Send  10  <fts.  for  superb  bound  collection  of  portraits 
(9  X  12  inches.)  of  15  Theatrical  Stars  containing  autograph  letters  from  each  or  15  (fts.  with  samples. 

THE  ANDREW  /ERGENS  CO..  Sole  Licensee.  Cincinnaiu  0. 


Monthly 


CONTENTS 


Robert  Hoodin 


European  Notes 


Tricks  for  Amateurs 
and  Professionals 


Jottingfs  and  Jumbling-s 


Reading-  and  Rubbish 


Handcuff  Secrets 


Hocus  Pocus 
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Cable  Address  :  “Avengment,  London.” 
Telephone  No.  1919  Gerrard 


Members  T.  V.  and  C.  A.  A. 


ANGER  &  BAUER 


AGENTS  FOR 


Enolisb,  Hmerican  anb  Continental  IDariet'^  Hrtistes 

50  RUPERT  STREET,  W. 


English  and  Continental  Representatives  for 
Messrs.  A.  Boiiamici  and  Frank  E.  Fillis’s  Enterprises  in  South  Africa. 


LONDON,  ENG 


Harry  Day 

THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arwndle  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


Manhattan  Detective  Agency,  Inc. 

ST.  JAMES  BUIILDING 
Broadway  and  20tK  Street,  New  YorK 

Thirty-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines 
of  detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  in 
criminal  and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  Mercantile  Houses,  Factories, 
Corporations,  Lawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 

MANHATTAN  DETECTIVE  AGENCY,  ST.  JAMES  BLDG.,  26th  ST.  &  BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 

Telephone  910  Madison  Square 


WANTED^ 

Information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
speak  with  authority  of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  to  give  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  always  solicited.  Whenever 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
compile  a  Magicians^  Encyclopedia* 

Address:  Conjurers*  MontHly  Mag^azine 

_  278  W.  llStH  St.,  New  YorK 

NOTE:  Jtny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns. 

Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  when  answering  advertisements 
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THe  vStadium 


GLANTZ  &  MAY,  Proprietors 

NEW  YORK 


vS.  E.  Cor.  43d  Street,  Opposite 
The  New  York  Hippodrome 

THE  RENDEZVOUS  FOR  ALL  FOREIGN  ARTISTS 


SIXTH  AVENUE 


The  Devil’s  Own  Trick 

An  entirely  new  and  clever  card  trick  for  the 
pocket.  Fools  the  knowing  ones  and  still  is 
easy  to  do.  Sure  to  please  you.  Complete 
with  ingeniusly  prepared  special  cards 
(which  can  be  examined)  and  full  instructions 
Price  25  Cents.  ::  ::  ::  :: 

A.  Rotherberg’s  Magical  Repository 

176  Ontario  Street  Chicago,  111. 


Many  of  the  beautiful  women  you  meet  are  using: 
Prof.  Austin’s  Sun  Flower  Flesh  Food.  It  is 
compounded  from  pure  extracts  and  will  not  force 
hair  or  Injure  the  most  delicate  skin.  Not  a  common  mas- 
sag:e  cream,  but  a  highly  nutritious  food  for  the  skin 
which  nourishes  and  removes  all  waste  tissues.  Alls  out 
hollow,  scrawny  necks  and  cheeks  with  firm,  healthy  flesh, 
and  develops  the  shrunken  and  Immature  figure  in  amost 
remarkable  manner.  It  is  a  natural  beauty-maker  that 
will  permanently  remove  tan,  freckles,  moth-patches, 
pimples,  blackheads,  flesh- worms,  sunburn,  chaps  and  all 
skin  imperfections;  makes  a  dark  skin  lighter,  clearer, 

I  purer,  and  removes  all  unsightly  blemishes.  Ladies  who 
I  use  it  are  enthusiastic  over  its  marvelous  results.  Sample 
!ibox  sent  with  full  instructions,  also  booklet  on  care  of 
A  the  hair  and  scalp  j  enclose  2  cents  for  postage. 
%PROF.  J.  H.  AUSTIN,  Skin  and  Scalp  Specialist, 


465  McVIckers’  Theatre  Building,  Chicago. 


Some  New  Ones ! 

“Great  Memory  Feats.*’ 

To  instantly  memorize  and  repeat  the  names  of  30  to 
lOO  objects,  called  out  once  only  by  the  audience. 

To  instantly  memorize,  In  any  order,  the  whole  of  the 
cards  In  a  pack  of  52. 

To  add  up  an  addition  sum  of  30  figures  without  seemg 
a  single  figure. 

To  immediately  give  the  day  of  the  week  for  any  given 
date,  etc.,  etc. 

Complete  instructions  for  these  and  other  feats,  by 
registered  mail. 

Price.  $1.00 

“Marvelous  BlacR-Board  Feat.** 

Several  rows  of  figures  are  written  on  a  black-board  by 
any  person  from  audience.  The  performer,  who  is  blind¬ 
folded,  and  sits  close  to  footlights,  facing  the  audience, 
instantly  adds  up  and  calls  out  the  correct  result;  he  also 
names  any  figure  pointed  at  by  any  person,  tells  the  num¬ 
ber  of  spots  on  cards,  suit,  etc.  No  confederacy.  Easy  to 
introduce. 

Price,  $1.00 

•  “  Marvelous  Spirit  Vision.** 

A  fine  test  for  newspaper  oflBce  or  hotel  work.  Performer 
steps  into  a  newspaper  office  and  asks  some  one  to  think  of  a 
card  in  an  imaginary  pack,  when  he  has  done  so  to  write 
name  of  card  in  his  own  note-book,  and  keep  same  in  his 
pocket.  He  then  writes  a  note  asking  name  of  card,  encloses 
it  in  envelope,  which  he  seals  and  addresses  to  performer’s 
assistant ;  he  then  rings  for  a  messenger  boy  to  deliver  note  to 
assistant  at  hotel  and  return  with  answer.  He  does  so  and 
answer  is  found  correct.  Person  who  thinks  of  card  writes 
name  himself,  also  writes  note  to  assistant,  using  his  own 
words.  Performer  does  not  write  a  word,  nor  handle  note, 
or  see  it.  No  confederacy,  no  cards  used,  ho  prepared  paper, 
any  paper  used,  failure  impossible.  Easily  learned  in  5 
minutes,  done  anywhere  at  any  time.  A  sensational  test. 

Price,  5100 

Will  send  all  three  of  above  for  $2.50. 

VERNE  &  CO. 

34-  Maple  Street  Chicago,  Ill. 
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CONJURERS’ 

MONTHLY 

Magazine 

PUBLISHED  BY 

The  Conjurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Co. 

278  WEST  113th  STREET 
New  York  City 


Telephone  ;  1514  Morningside 


Per  Year  |1.00  Single  Copies,  10  Cents 

Entered  as  second-class  matter  September  12,1906,  at  the 
post  office  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
of  March  3,  1879. 

VOE.  I.  JANUARY,  1907  No.  5 


Advertising  Rates  Payable  in  Advance. 
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"  EDff ORIAL 


As  the  Conjurors’  Monthly  Magazine  has 
been  such  an  unprecedented  success,  and  our 
subscribers  now  amount  way  into  the  thou¬ 
sands,  we  want  to  give  you  whatever  is  allow¬ 
able  by  the  law. 


*  *  * 


We  want  this  paper  to  be  the  paper  that 
will  answer  all  questions,  and  if  there  is  any¬ 
thing  that  you  want  to  know  or  wish  to  be¬ 
come  known,  well,  the  answer  is,  “Write  to 
the  Editor !” 


*  *  * 


What  improvement  do  you  suggest  in  the 
Magazine? 

* *  *  >(: 


We  will  have  a  regular  column  each  month, 
with  simple  tricks  for  amateurs  and  new  be¬ 
ginners; 

JK  *  * 


And  we  are  always  willing  to  spend  money 
for  any  new  idea  that  will  increase  the  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  Conjurer’s  Friend. 

sf:  ^ 

Remember,  that  we  are  open  for  all  sug¬ 
gestions,  and  should  you  have  a  trick  that  you 
wish  to  become  known,  or  an  idea  that  you 
wish  finished,  send  it  along,  we  will  publish 
same  and  perhaps  our  readers  will  assist  you, 
if  we  cannot  do  so. 

45  4=  * 


Through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Leona  An¬ 
derson,  widow  of  John  Henry  Anderson,  Jr., 
we  have  lately  added  some  very  rare  John 
Henry  Anderson  Photographs  to  o'ur  collec¬ 
tion,  and  will  reproduce  them  from  time  to 
time. 


45  4:  * 


Have  you  any  old  magician’s  photo  that  you 
wish  to  become  known  to  the  Magical  Fra¬ 
ternity?  Don’t  keep  them  under  lock  and  key, 
send  them  along;  we  will  either  buy  or  pub¬ 
lish  them,  giving  you  credit  for  same. 

4c  4c  4c 

We  thank  all  for  their  hearty  support,  and 
hope  to  merit  half  that  the  various  letters  of 
praises,  etc.,  shower  on  our  humble  efforts; 
and  hope  further  to  have  a  clean  paper  free 
from  all  graft  or  cheap  “Bull  con”  or  “Swank.” 
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UNKNOWN  FACTS 

Concerning 

ROBERT  HOUDIN 

Material  collected  personally  by  Harry  Houdini 
(Published  for  the  first  time) 

(copyright,  1906,  BY  HARRY  HOUDINI.) 

*  *  * 

When  completed  the  articles  under 
this  heading  will  be  a  sort  of  Encyclo¬ 
paedia  of  Magicians  and  their  tricks  dat¬ 
ing  back  to  1680;  in  some  monthly  in¬ 
stallments  Robert  Houdin  facts  are 
hardly  mentioned  which  is  due  to  the 
necessity  of  showing  from  where  the  ma¬ 
terial  and  data  were  obtained  to  prove 
all  my  claims ;  but  all  material  will  form 
a  chain,  each  fact  and  date  leading  to 
the  other.  It  is  impossible  otherwise  to 
prove  my  statements. 

{Continued) 

*  *  * 

Some  of  the  material  in  Houdin’s 
book,  and  the  way  he  presents  it  in  his 
memoirs,  is  veritable  “rot”;  he  takes  his 
readers  for  an  audience  that  will  believe 
everything  he  says,  and  will  swallow  it 
without  any  further  inquiries ;  strange  to 
say  for  all  these  years  to  the  present 
time  he  has  been  quoted  by  learned  men 
as  being  actually  equal  to  many  of  the 
other  celebrated  men  of  the  past. 

Among  the  gross  misstatements  which 
are  willingly  and  wilfully  placed  before 
the  reader  are  the  following:  How  he 
taught  his  son  Second  Sight,  or  how  he 
invented  the  trick.  How  he  slept  in  the 
woods  to  get  the  right  sound  of  the  t-r- 
r-r-r  of  a  song  bird.  How  he  invented  a 
lock  with  which  he  marked  a  burglar  of 
the  Count  D’Escaploiuer.  How  he  mod¬ 
eled  the  face  of  his  “writer,”  and  how 
hard  he  worked,  and  long  it  took  him  to 
finish  this  “writer”;  how  with  tears  in 
his  eyes  he  had  it  write  who  was  the 
author  of  his  being.  The  automaton 


writer,  Houdin  says,  wrote  “Robert 
Houdin.”  Had  Houdin  told  the  truth, 
the  automaton  would  have  written 
“Droz,”  the  Swiss  genius  who  also  in¬ 
vented  the  musical  boxes. 

I  shall  show  one  thing  after  the  other, 
just  what  Houdin  invented(?).  My  dear 
reader,  do  not  think  for  a  moment  that 
I  do  not  give  Robert  Houdin  credit  for 
being  a  good  performer,  for  this  was 
about  all  that  he  could  legitimately  lay 
claim  to.  I  know  he  was  a  clock  maker, 
and  he  may  have  been  a  good  mechan- 


WAT»tti.oo  aooiM.  gpnfa.i 

^  HWHKR’V 

HOKDIN! 

French  Ooi^nror, 

A  luistf  If  (kt  hUir  l*T>l  &  UU  If  S(  JtM' 

MAGIC  SdiKEES 

F.4]yT.48TmiJE8 1 1 

Wonday,  Jmc  1 8 52< 

*  Cicneral  ■■■-«»«»•»«■»» me.. 


THB  WOWDSOTTS  FXTMCH  BOWA 


A  GRAND  MORNING  PERFORMANCE 


Reproduction  of  poster  (June  14,  1852) 
used  by  Robert  Houdin  during  his  provincial 
tour.  This  seems  to  be  the  only  bill  he  ever 
used  on  which  all  his  mysteries  were  adver¬ 
tised. 


ician.  I  claim  that  Houdin  bought  the 
automatons,  although  like  the  automa¬ 
ton  writer  they  may  have  been  in  bad 
condition,  and  he  may  simply  have  re¬ 
paired  them,  and  claimed  them  as  his 
own. 

I  can  positively  take  and  repair  almost 
any  lock  in  the  world  with  time,  but  that 
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does  not  permit  me  to  say  I  invented  the 
locks.  For  instance,  in  Moscow  I  took 
an  old,  complicated  lock,  viz.,  one  of  a 
safe,  and  after  working  on  it  four  days,  I 
opened  the  safe  and  put  it  in  working 
order.  It  was  a  mechanical  arrange¬ 
ment,  having  six  policemen  and  six  crim¬ 
inals  guarding  the  keyhole.  By  manip¬ 
ulating  the  criminals,  one  after  the  other, 
the  policemen  would  assume  different 
positions,  and  when  all  were  in  the  right 
aisles,  the  policeman  nearest  the  keyhole 
bent  over,  inserted  his  sword  and  opened 
the  lock.  This  was  accomplished  not  by 
the  policeman  inserting  his  sword,  but 
by  an  arrangement  whereby  when  all  the 
figures  were  in  the  right  aisle,  certain 
wheels  would  revolve,  which  would  pull 
back  the  bolts  of  the  locks,  which,  when 
drawn  clear  back,  would  cause  the  one 
policeman  to  stoop- over,  and  make  his 
sword  enter  the  keyhole. 

The  fact  that  the  sword  entered  the 
keyhole  was  but  the  cue  that  the  lock 
was  open,  and  to  the  “outsider”  it  ap¬ 
peared  as  though  the  sword  entering 
had  unlocked  the  safe  door. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  world  to 
prevent  me  from  buying  this  safe  and 
bringing  it  home  to  show  it  as  my  own 
work,  but  there  is  a  certain  pride  in 
really  being  an  inventor,  so  I  repaired 
this  safe,  and  it  is  still  doing  active  duty. 
Perhaps  some  day  I  will  bring  it  back  to 
America  -  and  place  it  on  exhibition,  but 
then  I  hardly  think  that  it  would  be 
interesting,  except  to  locksmiths. 

Regarding  the  automatons  that  Rob¬ 
ert  Houdin  had  on  exhibition,  it  is 
stated  by  several  people  whom  I  have 
met  that  most  of  them  are  from  the  brain 
of  a  Holland  magician  and  mechanician 
named  Opre.  This  man  hailed  from 
Amsterdam,  was  skilful,  but  had  no  per¬ 
sonality.  On  my  visit  to  Herr  Ernest 
Basch  in  Hanover,  he  informed  me  that 


Opre  helped  Houdin  in  all  of  his  autom¬ 
aton  tricks  and  experiments;  in  fact,  he 
was  the  “real  assistant”  for  Houdin. 
The  automatons  known  as  Pastrycook 
of  Palais  Royal,  the  Windmill  or  Dutch 
Inn,  Auriel  and  Duberiu  the  French 
Gymnasts,  the  Harlequin,  and  the  Chaus- 
seur,  originated  from  Opre’s  brain.  And 
so  far,  I  have  only  seen  Opre’s  name  in 


ST  JAMESS  THEATRE. 

Saturday  Evening,  Ang.  19. 

POSITIVELY  THE 


OF  THE  SEASON. 


BEI^EFIT  OF 

EMlLE-HttPDlll 

ROBERT 

HOIDI^ 

WILL  POSITIVELY  MAKE  HIS 

Last  Appearance  in  London 

Saturday  Evening,  Aug.  19,'' 

OYfiDS  evS'u7  opsf '’"iVugaTSsi’''^' 

TH  ETROmTAMM  E 

EXPERIMENTS  &^^lifiNVEra  OF  M.  HOUDIN. 

E.M  I LE.  H  O  U  DIN  rHibU  bi.  exIr^niUnr, 

SPCOND^  SIGHT, 

"  INVISIBlUTf,” 

escam'otage  extraordinaire, 


Suspei^on  Ethereeime, 


Houdin’s  Last  London  Appearance  Season  1848 

three  places-:-^once  on  the  page  of  a  Hoi  - 
landisch  magic  book  that  I-  have  in  my 
library  (which  I  claim  to  be  the  most 
valuable  and  largest  in  existence)  again 
in  Ernest  Basche’s  Collection  of  Magi¬ 
cians,  and  thirdly  in  Houdin’s  memoirs, 
but  only  as  a  passing  comment  on  page 
77;  so  slight  that  Mackenzie  overlooked 
it  for  his  index.  Opre  also  supplied 
these  automatons  to  traveling  magicians, 
but  died  in  Amsterdam  in  hunger  and 
want.  Opre  sent  his  son  to  Paris  to 
sell  his  apparatuses  and  automatons. 
Some  of  the  automatons  were  bought  at 
Robert  Houdin’s  death  by  a  very  rich 
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man  named  Baron  von  Sandhovel,  of 

Dodrecht,  Holland.  At  the  Baron’s 
death  they  were  given  to  Ernest  Basch, 
who  still  had  them  in  his  possession  at 
the  time  of  my  visit  to  him  on  February 
25th,  1903.  Basch  also  has  the  Zouave 
Tambourine  player.  This  seems  pecul¬ 
iar,  but  it  is  never  the  less  the  truth; 
Mr.  Basch  is  always  pleased  to  show 
them.  When  I  visited  Paris,  I  was  in¬ 


gives  Opre  the  credit  of  having  made  the 
Harlequin.  On  page  77  of  his  Memoirs 
he  is  informed  by  Torrinni,  that  he 
wishes  him  to  repair  an  automaton  “I 
bought  from  a  Dutch  mechanician,  of 
the  name  of  Opre.”  On  the  same  page 
Houdin  describes  the  automaton,  which 
is  the  Harlequin,  supposed  to  leap  out 
of  the  box  in  which  it  was  confined, 
perform  evolutions,  and  return  to  box 


HE  A  G  1  E. 


ILEVSIONS. 


Reproduction  of  the  favorite  “cut”  of  Robert  Houdin,  used  on  the  majority  of  his  pos¬ 
ters  and  in  the  original  edition  of  his  Memoirs. 


formed  that  the  Theatre  was  sold  with 
all  the  original  automatons,  but  I  think 
that  a  few  will  be  found  missing.  That 
is  from  the  programme  Robert  Houdin 
used.  I  have  sought  hard  for  further 
information  regarding  Opre,  but  all  I 
could  glean  is  that  Opre’s  son  died  about 
1888.  (Mr.  Ernest  Basch  even  went  to 
the  trouble  of  making  a  special  trip  to 
Holland  for  me.)  Houdin  incidentally 


at  command.  Houdin  introduced  this 
Harlequin  as  his  own  invention  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  called  it  “Le  Petit  Pierrot”  (as 
appears  from  his  various  programmes) 
and  in  the  Provinces  he  would  call  it 
“The  Neopolitan  Harlequin.”  In  1784, 
Pinetti  had  a  figure  on  the  same  style 
called  “Mohammet.” 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Notes 

From 

Theo. 

Hardeen, 

Our 

Official 

European 

Corre¬ 

spondent 


Have  just  started  a  return  date  on 
the  Stoll  Tour,  and  on  same  bill  found  a 
mystery  act  called  “Buddahs  Black¬ 
board,”  and  hear  that  the  act  is  booked 
in  America.  But  as  Carl  Hertz  has 
presented  the  Mystery  in  America,  and 
no  scenery  being  set  afire  with  this  Illu- 
siou,  can  hardly  predict  a  huge  success 
for  this  act,  although  it  is  certain  to 
please.  After  that  act  called  “To-To” 
went  about  America,  I  will  believe  any¬ 
thing  of  the  American  managers.  Al¬ 
though  “Buddahs  Blackboard”  is  far 
ahead  of  that  “To-To”  thing,  this  black¬ 
board  is  nothing  at  all  like  Mena  Tekel. 
*  *  ^ 

R.  A.  Roberts,  the  man  that  made 
such  a  hit  in  America  with  his  rapid 
change  act,  was  assistant  to  Maskelyne 
and  Cooke  years  ago,  and  attributes  his 
success  to  the  training  he  received  while 
in  their  employ. 

jfc  ^  ^ 

Chung  Lung  Soo  is  billed  like  a  cir¬ 
cus  at  the  London  Hippodrome.  He 
has  a  fine  lot  of  new  Lithos.  Wonder 
if  he  has  new  tricks,  as  he  is  always 
springing  new  material  on  the  public. 


Germaine  is  at  the  Empress,  Brixton, 
and  was  paid  a  high  compliment  one 
Tuesday  evening,  by  being  picked  out 
of  500  performers  by  Mr.  Adney  Payne 
to  perform  at  a  huge  banquet  given  for 
some  notable  whose  name  I  could  not 
learn. 

^  >i< 

A  strange  case  was  in  the  Law 
Courts  lately ;  action  was  brought  to 
establish  the  will  of  the  late  Octavia 
Day,  of  West  Kensington,  London,  a 
Spiritualist.  Mr.  W.  T.  Pearce  sought 
to  obtain  probate,  and  this  was  opposed 
by  the  brother  and  sister  of  the  de¬ 
ceased,  who  contended  that  the  deceased 
was  of  unsound  mind  as  she  believed  in 
Spiritualism,  and  in  all  the  various 
tricks  and  devices  as  shown  by  the  Med¬ 
iums  of  the  Dark  Circle  class.  Mr.  E. 
White,  a  man  who^  has  spent  30  years 
in  the  study  of  lunacy,  was  called  to  tes¬ 
tify,  and  stated  that  he  was  Professor 
of  Psychological  Medicine  at  Kings 
College,  London,  and  late  resident 
physician  of  several  other  London 
a.  ylums.  He  said  that  people  sufifer- 
ing  from  delusions  were  frequently, 
apart  from  their  delusions,  capable  of 
managing  their  own  affairs,  and  that 
there  are  many  people  who'  suffer  from 
various  delusions  which  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  discover  in  the  course  of  an 
ordinary  conversation.  Although  the 
witnesses  were  almost  all  of  the  opinion 
that  the  deceased  was  of  unsound  mind, 
the  jury  found  that  the  deceased  was  of 
sound  mind  and  the  judge  pronounced 
for  the  will. 

^  * 

The  Magic  Circle  held  its  first  annual 
dinner  at  the  Florence  Restaurant.  Mr. 
Nevil  Maskelyne  was  in  the  chair.  An 
excellent  entertainment  was  contributed 
by  David  Devant,  Zancigs,  E.  H. 
Adams,  J.  Collins,  Gordon  Powell,  Leon 
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Sprinck,  L.  Lambert,  W.  R.  Minus, 
Louis  Nikola,  A.  Glynn  and  Horace 
Goddard. 

*  H:  * 

Mr.  E.  S.  Nesbit,  the  well  known 
writer  of  magic  stories,  has  written  a 
magic  play,  “The  Magician’s  Heart”; 
the  plot  of  which  appears  as  a  story  in 
the  “Reader”  Dec.  15th,  and  the  play 
will  be  produced  December  20th  at 
Maskelyne  and  Devant’s. 

*  * 

Speaking  about  Maskelyne  &  Devant, 
perhaps  it  will  interest  the  Readers  to 
know  just  what  is  going  on  at  the  Rep¬ 
resentative  Hall  of  Mystery  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time.  At  no  time  have  we  ever  wit¬ 
nessed  a  better  performance  than  that 
now  running  at  England’s  new  Home  of 
IVIystery,  St.  George’s  Hall.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  present  on  Wednesday 
afternoon.  The  curtain  had  already  risen 
when  we  took  our  seats,  disclosing  Joad 
Heteb,  the  Wizard  of  the  Sphinx,  who 
contributes  what  the  programme  terms 
^‘A  Spectacular'  Act  of  Egyptian  Mys¬ 
tery.”  The  act  is  very  good,  and  in¬ 
cludes  some  clever  paper  tearing.  Sel- 
bit’s  changing  blocks  held  the  audience 
spellbound,  as  the  wondrous  cubes 
changed  their  position  in  sympathy  with 
the  numbered  cards. 

Mr.  Harry  May  Hemsley  we  had  not 
seen  before.  His  comic  sketches  were 
certainly  good,  but  we  much  preferred 
hearing  his  imitations  of  children. 
These  are  undoubtedly  very  clever,  the 
intonation  so  peculiar  to  the  childish 
voice  being  Taithfully  portrayed,  and  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  his 
particular  line  Mr.  Hemsley  stands 
alone. 

jjt  Jit  ^ 

Too  much;  has  been  already  written 
about  Mr.  J.  N.  Maskelyne’s  clever  il¬ 
lusion,  “The  New  Page,”  to  need  any¬ 


thing  further  being  said  here,  and  a  full 
description  with  photograph  of  the  fiooo 
illusion,  “A  Side  Issue,”  will  be  found  in 
our  November  number.  Mr.  Maskelyne 
has  had  pamphlets  issued  giving  a  com¬ 
plete  history  of  the  challenge;  how  he 
fulfilled  the  conditions,  and  how,  by  do- 
ing  so,  he  added  another  splendid  mys¬ 
tery  to  his  extensive  repertoire. 

«  % 

After  a  short  interval,  Mr.  David  De¬ 
vant  stepped  forth  to  present  his  latest 
Magical  Problems.  In  the  first  of  these, 
entitled,  “The  Point  of  View,”  he  takes 
two  doves  from  a  cage  and  with  the 
aid  of  two  ordinary  straw  hats  changed 
them  into  rats.  This,  by  the  way,  is,  we 
think,  very  daring,  and  we  were  quite 
prepared  to  see  a  stampede  amongst 
the  ladies.  Mr.  Devant,  however,  put 
everyone  right  again  by  persuading 
them  that  he  had  only  changed 
their  “point  of  view”  and  that  it  was 
merely  imagination.  We  feel,  however, 
that  certain  of  the  audience  were  more 
comfortable  when  the  “point  of  view” 
was  changed  back  once  more  by  seeing 
the  two  rats  vanish  and  the  doves  ap¬ 
pear  mysteriously  in  their  own  snug 
cage.  This  inimitable  performer  also 
introduces  the  Plying  Lamp  to  advan¬ 
tage,  having  done  away  with  the  old 
method  of  covering  the  lamp.  The  van¬ 
ish  and  re-appearance  is  now  done  in 
full  view  of  the  audience.  We  may 
say,  however,  that  we  looked  for  some¬ 
thing  more  than  the  old  Lamp  trick,  un¬ 
der  the  new  title  of  “The  New  Aladdin’s 
Lamp.”  Mr.  Devant  is  still  working  the 
Problem  of  Diogenes.  Also  his  “Mental 
Magnetism,”  in  which  he  is  assisted  by 
his  sister,  Miss  Dora  Devant. 

^  jJ;  jjc 

Mr.  Barclay  Gammon  is  as  well  re¬ 
ceived  as  ever  in  his  new  “Alleged  Hu¬ 
morous  Musical  Interlude,  ‘Snippets.’  ” 
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In  the  sketch,  “Daylight  Ghosts,”,  we 
easily  recognized  the  Cabinet  of  Pro- 
tens,  but  under  its  present  guise  it  af¬ 
fords  much  amusement,  and  as  the  cur¬ 
tain  fell,  we  heard  sundry  guesses  as  to 
“how  it  was  done.” 

As  I  have  .said  before,  I  do  not  know 
when  we  have  ever  witnessed  a  better 
performance. 

^  S:  X 

Mr.  Cecil  Cooke,  AI.  M.  C.,  Magical 
Entertainer  (and  a  good  one  at  that),  is 
announcing  his  first  grand  evening  con¬ 
cert  for  Jan.  17th  at  the  Atheneum, 
Camden  Road. 

*  :J;  *  ■ 

The  AI.  AL  C.  (Magicians  Magic  Cir¬ 
cle)  are  the  proud  possessors  of  a  very 
ra;re  collection  of  Magic  books,  that 
was  presented  to  them  by  David  De- 
vant.  The  Circle  threatens  to  grow,  and 
let  us  hope  it  will  help 'to  “vanish”  the 
petty  jealousies  that  arise  among  a  cer¬ 
tain  lot  of  magicians  that  envy  their 
more  fortunate  brethren. 

'  '  *  * 

There  is .  trouble  brewing  between 
Horace  Goldin  and  Chung  Ling  Soo. 
Don’t  be  surprised  to  hear  some  sensa¬ 
tional  Alagic  War  News.  I  don’t  know 
at  ,  the  present  moment  what  it  is,  but  am 
almost  certain  that  it  will  be  due  to  that 
boastful  manner  of  Goldin’s  for  which 
he  is  no  noted.  Ever  since  he  left  his 
hotel  because  they  did  not  have  sea  food 
that' he  Required  he  has  made  me  laugh. 

? .  ■  .  ,  '  U  *  *  * 

3  note  in  the  “News  of  the  World” 
that  a  pickpocket  was  called  by  a  worthy 
judge  “a  sleight-of-hand  performer.” 
The  judge  either  imagines  that  sleight- 
of-hand  performers  are  obtaining  money 
under  false"  pretenses,  or  thinks  that 


pickpockets  and;  sleight-of-hand  enter¬ 
tainers  are  all  the  same — only  different. 
^ 

In  my  last  letter  I  had  a  small  item 
saying  that  Cul-pitt  was  doing  hand¬ 
cuffs,  it  ought  to  have  been  that  he  was 
doing  Hand-shakes  with  Anger  & 
Bauer  for  handing  him  a  bunch  of  con¬ 
tracts  away  into  1908.  These  are  the 
same  agents  that  have  booked  Melot 
Hermann  two  long  tours  on  the  Stoll 
tour,  so  it  can  be  readily  seen  that  good 
mystery  acts  can  obtain  plenty  of  work 
from  Mr.  Oswald  Stoll,  if  they  can 
make  good. 

A  Chinese  Magician  calling  himself 
Fee  Lung  is  billed  to  appear  at  Heng- 
lers  Circus,  and  he  is  throwing  out  a 
challenge  to*  the  world  for  anyone  to 
duplicate  his  performances  in  the  centre 
of  the  ring.  I  wonder  if  this  is  the 
Chinaman  that  is  a  born  Ameiican,  who 
was  brought  over  to  England  by  Chung 
Ling  Robinson  Soo.  At  the  same  circus 
a  donkey  is  billed  “Domino”  who  will 
entertain  as  a  mind  reader. 

*  *  * 

Herbert  Lloyd  is  still  juggling  and 
conjuring  at  the  London  Empire. 

^  5jC 

The  Violas,  Thought  Readers,  and 
Shanghai  are  on  the  bill  at  the  Man¬ 
chester  Palace  Theatre. 

*  *  Nc 

James  De  Voye,  tutor  of  the  famous 
mind-reading  horse  “Billy”  died  at  the 
Leeds  Imfirmary  December  15th.  De 
Voye’s  horse  was  known  as  one  of  the 
best  mind-reading  horses  in  the  world, 
and  Herr  Dir.  Busch  booked  the  horse 
for  his  circus.  As  the  world  knows  that 
Busch  is  the  greatest  horse  trainer  that 
ever  lived,  this  will  be  the  highest  com¬ 
pliment  that  can  be  paid  to  the  deceased 
tutor. 
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SOME  OLD  TRICKS  FOR  NEW  BE¬ 
GINNERS. 

EASY  METHOD  OF  FINDING  A  CHOSEN 
■  ■  ?  CARD. 

In  many  cases  you  may  be  unable  to 
get  hold  of  a -Card  that  has  been  selected, 
and  often  when  doing  a  card  trick  some 
“wise  one”  would  almost  spoil  the  trick 
about  to  be  shown,  simply  because  he 


knew  how  to  shift  the  pass,  or  slip  the 
cut,  or  whatever  name  you  wish  to  call 
the  movement,  in  which  you  exchange 
the  top  half  of  the  cards  for  the  bottom, 
but  with  this  simple  subterfuge  you  may 


B 

be  able  to  deceive  even  a  knowing  con¬ 
jurer,  as  you  can  even  allow  the  selector 
of  the  card  to  take  the  pack  from  your 
hands  and  replace  his  card  into  the  pack 
himself,  thus  proving  that  you  do  not 
shift  -the  selected  card  and  bring  it  to 
the  top  or  bottom  of  the  pack. 

Suppose  you  have  had.  a  card  selected, 
and  you  must  gain  possession  of  it,  and 


you  cannot  do  so  with  the  aid  of  sleight 
of  hand.  First  of  all  allow  a  card  to  be 
selected,  and  while  attention  is  being 
drawn  to  the  selected  card,  you  take  the 


pack  of  cards  in  your  hand  and  bend 
them  into  an  oval  shape  as  in  illustra¬ 
tion  marked  A. 


You  now  have  card  returned,  and  as 
that  card  alone  has  not  been  bent  or 
“ovaled”.  or  shaped,  by  simply  straight¬ 
ening  up  the  cards  you  can  easily  select 
the  chosen  card,  as  it  is  the  only  straight 
card  amongst  all  the  other  bent  ones. 
The  accompanying  illustrations  will 
fully  explain  the  sleight  or  subterfuge. 

*  :j: 

From  our  Special  Correspondent,  Fred¬ 
rick  Melville. 

Arrived  in  Melbourne,  found  your 
letter  of  instructions,  and  will  send  you 
what  ever  news  in  my  judgment  will  in¬ 
terest  your  readers-  Opposition  here  is 
large,  four  theatres,  and  two  circuses 
within  a  stone’s  throw  of  “Rickards.” 
Both  circuses  are  having  big  attractions. 
The  Bostock  &  Wombwel  circus  has  a 
man  named  Williams  who  allows  him¬ 
self  to  be  buried  for  a  full  week,  and 
after  being  awakened  from  his  stupor 
he  is  taken  blindfolded  in  the  midst  of 
the  large  crowd  to  find  hidden  articles. 

*  >i:  5ts 

The  Moto-girl  has  had  her  usual  suc¬ 
cess,  and  drawing  salary  every  Monday 
morning.  We  live  three  miles  from 
Melbourne  and  have  our  “Home”  on  the 
shores  of  the  sea,  and  having  only  one 
show  per  day,  we  have  lots  of  time  to 
listen  to  “What  the  wild  waves  are  say¬ 
ing.” 

Fredrick  Melville. 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

Under  this  column,  you  have  the  right 
to  make  any  complaint  against  any  one 
that  you  wish.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the 
means  of  bettering  certain  conditions 
that  exist  at  the  present  time.  We  will 
not  be  responsible  for  our  correspond¬ 
ents’  opinions. 


Bombay,  India,  Dec.  2,  ’06. 
Dear  Houdini : 

Delighted  with  Conjurers’  Maga¬ 
zine.  It  has  the  spirit  of  success  or 
Houdini,  which  are  synonymous. 

Your  friend, 

Howard  Thurston. 


Harpings  From  Hayman 

London,  England. 

I  dropped  into  the  Oxford  this  after¬ 
noon  to  see  Carlton’s  new  illusion,  “The 
Mysterious  Cross.”  This  act  was 
launched  for  the  very  first  time  five 
weeks  ago  at  the  Empress  Brixton,  and 
was  given  one  week  to  test  its  worth, 
and  now  has  about  one  year’s  bookings. 
The  illusion  is  introduced  by  Mr.  Ar¬ 
thur  Preston,  who  is  assisted  by  a  lady 
and  gentleman ;  Mr.  Preston  describes 
the  illusion  to  the  audience,  and  in  the¬ 
atrical  parlance  “he  sells  it  great;” 
garbed  in  the  conventional  dress  suit, 
his  appearance  and  language  help  a  lot 
towards  the  success  of  “The  Mysterious 
Cross.”  The  curtain  rises  ’mid  the 
strains  of  slow,  creepy  music,  the  stage 
and  house  being  in  total  darkness ;  a  spot 
light  flashes,  and  discloses  the  figure  of 
a  man  dressed  in  a  suit  of  bright  red  (a 
pretty  mysterious  effect)  ;  the  house 
gradually  becomes  lighted,  which  en¬ 
ables  you  to  see  a  cabinet  about  eight 
feet  square,  standing  on  a  platform  rais¬ 


ed  about  ten  inches  from  the  floor.  Mr. 
Preston  then  appears,  delivers  his  ora¬ 
tion,  opens  the  curtain  of  the  cabinet 
and  shows  a  cross  about  six  feet  in 
height,  with  a  deep  notch  on  the  top, 
and  notches  on  each  of  the  horizontal 
crosspieces,  the  apparatus  is  then  de¬ 
scribed,  and  attention  is  called  to  the 
fact  that  no  glasses,  traps  or  doubles  are 
used,  and  £500  ($2,500)  is  offered  to  any 
one  who  can  prove  different;  the  man  in 
the  red  suit  is  then  tied  to  the  cross  with 
ropes,  which  are  knotted  at  the  waist, 
arms  and  throat  to  prevent  slipping,  and 
a  handkerchief  is  tied  over  the  knots ; 
the  ends  of  the  ropes  are  passed  over  the 
top  of  the  cabinet  and  held  on  the  out¬ 
side  by  two  men ;  the  curtain  of  the  cab¬ 
inet  is  then  closed,  and  a  pistol  shot  is 
fired,  when  the  curtains  are  once  more 
opened,  and  the  man  in  red  has  disap¬ 
peared,  and  in  his  place  we  find  a  charm¬ 
ing  young  miss  garbed  in  green;  she  is 
bound  on  the  cross  in  exactly  the  same 
position  as  was  the  man,  with  knots  on 
the  ropes  undisturbed;  the  young  lady 
is  then  released,  the  curtains  of  the  cab¬ 
inet  are  closed  again,  immediately 
re-opened,  and  the  young  man  in  red 
is  seen  reading  a  letter;  evidently  the 
news  therein  pleases  him,  as  he  smiles 
pleasantly.  The  entire  performance  is 
smooth  and  clean  cut,  and  as  a  solo  mys¬ 
tery  show,  it  ranks  with  “Aga,”  “Dida,” 
and  the  rest.  There  is  a  big  demand  for 
this  act,  and  it  is  a  hit. 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


157 


Dr.  Bodie,  the  Hypnotist  and  Healer, 
delivered  a  lecture  some  four  or  five 
weeks  ago  at  the  Canterbury  Music  Hall 
on  a  Sunday  night;  the  lecture  and  the 
Doctor’s  efforts  were  a  success,  financial 
ly  and  artistically,  the  gross  receipts  for 
the  night  were  £37.9.6;  this  amount,  less 
expenses,  was  turned  over  to  the  Water¬ 
loo  Hospital,  but  the  Governors  of  the 
Hospital  would  not  accept  the  donation, 
although  the  Hospital  is  badly  in  need  of 
funds ;  then  Dr.  Bodie  divided  the 
amount  of  the  check  in  halves,  and  sent 
one-half  to  the  Music  Hall  Fund,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  Music  Hall  Home, 
where  it  was  accepted. 

*  >!C  5iS 

While  Carl  Hertz  was  performing  at 
the  Croydon  Empire,  week  of  November 
5th,  a  very  amusing  incident  occurred; 
Hertz  was  in  the  middle  of  his  perform¬ 
ance,  when  bang ! !  out  went  every  light 
in  the  theatre,  leaving  the  entire  house  in 
darkness.  The  manager  of  the  house, 
Mr.  Jay,  came  upon  the  stage  to  make 
an  announcement,  and  Hertz  lit  matches, 
so  the  audience  could  see(?)  what  the 
manager  was  saying.  It  appeared  to 
me,  however,  that  Hertz  was  making 
light  of  the  manager’s  remarks ! 

*  *  * 

Carlton  starts  rehearsing  with  a  pan¬ 
tomime  at  Edinborough,  Scotland,  next 
week;  Imro  Fox  finishes  at  the  Mellini 
Theatre,  Hanover,  and  I  am  told  will 
also  play  a  part  in  a  pantomime;  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  be  a  part  in  Alladin ;  Fox 
played  a  similiar  part  last  Christmas  with 
great  success ;  Carl  Hertz  is  at  the  Em¬ 
pire  Bradford,  and  the  Zanzigs  still  top 
the  bill  at  the  Alhambra,  London.  I 
received  a  card  from  Nate.  Leipsic  from 
Johannesburg,  So.  Africa,  in  which  he 
modestly  tells  me  he  is  earning  his 
money  and  mystifying  the  natives  of 
“Joburg.”  Anthony  is  at  the  Alcazar, 


Marseilles,  Erance;  he  takes  credit 
of  being,  to  use  his  exact  words,  “the 
swankiest  swanker  of  all  the  swanks ;” 
it  would  be  hard  to  explain  the  entire 
sentence  in  American  English,  but 
swanker,  while  not  defined  by  either 
Webster  or  Nuttall,  means  humbugger; 
so  you  can  figure  it  out  for  yourself;  I 
fail  to  see  why  he  should  call  himself 
names. 

*  * 

Mr.  Judge,  the  solicitor  of  the  Music 
Hall  Artists  Railway  Association,  is  ed¬ 
iting  a  column  each  week  in  the  “Per¬ 
former,”  the  official  organ  of  the  Variety 
Artists  Eederation,  and  gives  gratis  some 
pointers  on  theatrical  law,  which  are  in¬ 
structive  as  well  as  interesting.  Mr. 
Judge  is  a  recognized  authority  on  all 
matters  of  this  kind,  and  the  following 
note  should  prove  of  interest  to  conjur¬ 
ers  who  intend  coming  to  England,  viz. : 
If  you  have  a  happy  thought  over  a  con¬ 
juring  trick,  and  want  to  prevent  the 
other  fellow  from  using  it,  patent  it. 
The  preliminary  canter  in  the  Patent 
Office  costs  little,  and  by  the  time  the 
provisional  protection  has  run  out  the 
novelty  will  have  worn  off  the  trick. 

*  *  * 

At  Toulin  they  have  a  Municipal 
Theatre;  the  natives  were  at  one  time  in 
the  habit  of  “making  nasty  noises”  as  a 
sign  of  their  disapproval,  and  throwing 
things  at  the  actors;  this  provoked  the 
Mayor  of  the  town,  and  he  issued  the 
following  edict:  “In  future  no  one  will 
be  allowed  to  hiss,  make  audible  re- 
rnarks,  applaud  in  the  wrong  place, 
yawn  noisily,  use  bad  language,  stamp  or 
whistle,  or  throw  things  at  the  actors; 
anyone  disobeying  this  edict  will  be 
ejected  from  the  theatre,  arrested  and 
fined.”  From  all  accounts,  the  Munici¬ 
pal  Theatre,  Toulin,  is  now  a  veritable 
paradise.  I  am  going  to  write  the  Mayor 
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at  once  for  an  engagement  at  the  Munic¬ 
ipal  Theatre. 

Hi  ^5 

London,  Eng.,  Dec.  26,  1906. 

The  latest  bit  of  news,  that  has  creat¬ 
ed  almost  a  sensation  in  music  hall  cir¬ 
cles,  and  the  conjuring  world,  is  the  ill 
advised  move  of  the  Fay’s;  these  ar¬ 
tists  came  to  this  country,  some  two 
weeks  ago  with  a  contract  for  200 
pounds  ($1,000)  a  week,  for  four  weeks 
certain,  for  the  Oxford  Music  Hall ; 
(absolutely  the  biggest  salary  ever  paid 
any  act  of  its  kind,  in  this  country)  and 
now  comes  the  foolish  move ;  the  Fay’s 
gave  a  private  matinee  at  the  Oxford 
Friday,  December  21st,  to  which  all  the 
members  of  the  press,  and  other  wise 
ones  were  invited;  there  was  a  goodly 
crowd  present,  as  the  tip  went  around 
that  something  could  be  seen  for  noth¬ 
ing.  As  we  all  know  the  act  of  the 
Fay’s  is  divided  into  two  distinct  parts, 
with  a  20  minute  interval  between  each 
part.  There  was  nothing  to  do  during 
this  interval  but  listen  to  the  band  play, 
and  the  wiseacres  began  to  ask  embar¬ 
rassing  questions;  said  one,  “Why  this 
wait?”  another,  “Why  this  delay?” 

>!<  *  * 

“Why  not  give  the  entire  show  at  once,” 
and  other  questions  even  more  pertinent 
than  these,  that  no  one  could  answer 
but  the  Fays,  and  these  artists  seemed 
to  be  very  busy  during  this  space  of 
time.  One  gentlemanly  knocker,  in  a 
very  audible  tone  that  could  be  heard 
all  over  the  house,  said  he  had  just  re¬ 
turned  from  U.  S.  A.  and  he  saw  two 
men  expose  this  show  in  the  States ;  he 
also  went  into  details,  and  told  them 
how  the  men  in  question  exposed  the 
act.  ’If  this  man  had  been  paid  by  the 
enemies  of  the  Fays  to  kill  their  trial 
show  or  opening,  he  succeeded  admir¬ 
ably,  for  when  the  Fays  returned  to 


present  the  second  half  of  their  act,  they 
were  given  the  “marble  face”  and  the 
“icy  stare,”  and  you  could  have  cut  the 
frosty  atmosphere  with  a  knife.  The 
artists  answers  to  the  various  questions 
were  far  from  satisfactory:  for  instance, 
one  sport  asked  “Who  will  win  the 
Derby?”  (This  is  the  classic  turf  event 
of  England.)  Mrs  Fay’s  reply  to  this 
question  was,  “That  it  would  be  a  better 
horse  than  Spearmint;”  (This  horse  by 
the  way,  won  the  last  Derby.)  This  was 
hardly  a  satisfactory  answer,  and  did 
not  help  to  dispel  the  gloom;  several 
gentlemen  said  they  had  written  ques¬ 
tions  on  envelopes,  and  their  own  pads, 
and  their  questions  were  not  answered. 

Ht  *  * 

The  entire  idea  of  a  trial  show  to  the 
press,  was  a  big  mistake,  both  on  the 
part  of  the  Fays  and  the  management  of 
the  Oxford  Music  Hall.  Instead  of 
creating  a  favorable  impression,  it  real¬ 
ly  hurt  the  act.  The  next  day  the  daily 
papers  told  us  that  Mrs.  Fay  was  quite 
ill  with  neuritis,  (whatever  that  is?)  and 
that  the  doctor  had  forbidden  her  to 
appear  for  a  long  time.  Mr.  Fay  then 
PAID  TO  THE  ADNEY  PAYNE 
COMPANY,  £75  ($350.00)  AND 

ALSO  SIGNED  AN  AGREEMENT 
NOT  TO  APPEAR  IN  GREAT 
BRITIAN  FOR  ONE  YEAR,  and 
then  was  relieved  from  his  contract 


Joe  Hayman. 

Ed.  Note : 

We  regret  to  chronicle  this  news,  for 
England  is  a  good  show  country. 
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THE  MOST  VALUABLE  AND  RAREST  PHOTOGRAPH  OF 
JOHN  HENRY  ANDERSON  EXTANT. 


The  above  reproduction  is  from  a 
photo  taken  about  1847-8  and  depicts 
John  Henry  Anderson  and  wife  and 
John  Henry  Anderson,  Jr.  The  above 
photo  of  Mrs.  Anderson  is  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief  the  only  one 
in  existence. 

John  Henry  Anderson  was  born  (ac¬ 
cording  to  his  own  handwriting)  July 
15th,  1814,  in  Kincardine,  Scotland  and 
died  February  4th,  1874,  in  Darlington, 


England. 

Airs.  Hannah  Anderson  died  in 
her  forth-ninth  year  in  Newburgh, 
New  York,  August  22nd,  1866/ 

This  is  the  first  time  the  final  resting 
place  of  Airs.  Anderson  has  been  in 
print  since  her  death.  I  have  the  letters 
that  were  exchanged  by  the  family  at  the 
sad  event. 

John  Henry  Anderson,  Jr.  died  in 
Philadelphia,  June  23d,  1878. 
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READING 

Reviewing  Boors  and  Things 


FRon THE  Press 

WISE  , 

AND 

OTHERWISE 


Good  luck  to  the  Zancigs  and  Jiiay 
they  never  again  have  to  tell  fortunes 
for  a  living. 


W.  T.  STEAD  FOOLED  AGAIN. 

Several  prominent  papers  are  pub¬ 
lishing  lengthy  interviews  of  what  Mr. 
W.  T.  Stead  has  to  say  about  the  Zan- 
cigs.  Credit  certainly  must  be  given  to 
the  Zancigs  for  so  completing  fooling 
and  pulling  the  wool  over  the  eyes  of 
this  well-educated,  worldly  man.  In 
fact  we  are  somewhat  surprised  at  the 
easy  manner  in  which  he  fell  a  victim 
to  this,  as  he  has  lately  been  in  the  spot 
lights  of  several  theatrical  affairs.  This 
reminds  us  of  the  manner  in  which  Dr. 
Slade  fooled  Prof.  Zollner  the  eminent 
scientist  of  Leipzig,  and  Prof.  Zollnei 
wrote  several  books  on  the  marvels  of 
Dr.  Slade,  only  to  make  a  laughing  stock 
of  himself  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Prof. 
Zollner  believed  implicitly  in  Dr.  Slade 
but,  alas,  even  to  his  dying  day,  he  refus¬ 
ed  to  believe  that  he  had  been  the  fooled 
party. 

We  believe  with  Mr.  W.  S.  Davis 
that  in  view  of  what  has  been  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  past,  scientists  are  not  the 
men  to  use  for  investigating  such  phe¬ 
nomena.  They  may  be  qualified  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  cellular  structures  of  the  hind 
legs  of  a  frog  under  a  microscope,  but 
not  to  investigate  mind  readers  who 
possess  one  of  the  best  codes  that  has 
ever  been  introduced. 


MAGICIANS  LIKE  POETS  ARE  BORN 
AND  NOT  MADE. 

We  are  indebted  to  Monti  for  sending 
us  a  page  of  Pearsons  Weekly  for  week 
ending  December  20th,  1906,  in  which  a 
full  page  article  is  published  from  the 
pen  of  Horace  Goldin.  At  least  the 
article  is  signed  by  him  and  a  fac-simile 
of  his  signature  is  at  the  end  of  article, 
but  the  language  and  grammar  used, 
never  emanated  from  Goldin’s  pen.  The 
article  exposes  the  Bullet  Catching  trick, 
and  several  other  tricks  that  are  of  little 
importance,  but  the  introduction  is  the 
thing  that  calls  for  comment. 

If  Goldin  did  not  write  the  introduc¬ 
tion  then  he  ought  to  have  at  least  edit¬ 
ed  the  editor’s  remarks,  which  reads 
that  Mr.  Goldin  points  out  that  it  is  a 
great  mistake  for  people  to  imagine  that 
the  art  of  mystifying  need  necessarily 
take  a  long  time  tO'  acquire,  and  with  a 
little  patience  the  most  inexperienced 
conjurer  can  perform  most  mysterious 
tricks. 

We  disagree  with  this  in  every  detail. 
The  smallest  trick  possible  looks  dif¬ 
ferent  in  each  and  every  magician’s 
hands. 
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Magic  is  like  playing  a  part  in  a  per¬ 
formance.  Let  us  take  for  instance  Sir 
Henry  Irving.  He  could  play  certain 
parts  better  than  others.  Would  it  have 
been  possible  for  a  strange  and  inex¬ 
perienced  actor  to  have  with  a  little 
practice  or  rehearsals  gone  on  the  stage 
and  duplicated  Sir  Irving’s  part?  Can 
you  give  a  street  cleaner  a  full  dress 
suit,  a  shave,  a  hair  cut,  and  then  have 
him  make  an  after  dinner  speech  that 
you  could  find  in  a  “Ready  After  Dinner 
Speaker.” 

Magic  and  magicians  and  all  other 
things  are  on  the  same  scale.  There 
are  magicians  and  magicians.  They  are 
like  poets  born  and  not  made.  And  to 
be  an  entertaining  conjurer  you  must 
like  the  craft  and  you  must  put  in  plenty 
of  time  in  knowing  just  how  you  are 
going  to  do  your  tricks  to  the  best  ad¬ 
vantage. 


Will  Prince  Albene  send  his  address  at 
once  to  the  Editor,  as  we  have  something 
of  interest  for  him. 

*  *  * 

There  is  a  rumor  afloat  that  Harry  Kellar, 
the  Representative  American  Magician,  is  go¬ 
ing  to  retire  from  active  business.  We  would 
like  to  hear  from  Mr.  Kellar  on  that  subject. 
♦  *  *  * 

Hornmann  has  sworn  never  to  go  out  with 
another  circus  as  long  as  he  lives,  unless  his 
big  act  does  not  make  the  sensation  that  he 
expects  from  it.  It  is  about  Hornmann’s 
time  to  come  out  as  a  feature,  and  his  new 
act  is  being  waited  for  with  abated  breath. 

^  + 

Clinton  Burgess  is  slowly  but  surely  com¬ 
ing  to  the  front  as  a  “Sure-hit”  Conjurer. 
His  tricks,  rendered  at  the  clubs  at  which 
he  appears,  have  brought  him  many  return 
contracts. 


Prof.  H.  Rinaldo  has  organized  “The  Mys¬ 
terious  Elsa”  Company,  and  this  “Elsa,”  by 
the  way,  is  a  ten-year-old  girl  that  duplicates 
all  the  psychic  power,  as  shown  by  Anna  Eya 
Fay.  At  least  the  Professor  claims  this  much. 
*  *  * 

The  Great  Du  Bois  has  been  working  steady 
and  is  now  on  the  Mozart  Circuit.  In  his 
act  he  features  The  Enchanted  Tomb,  Noah’s 
Ark,  and  “Vanished.” 

*  *  * 

The  Great  Lafayette  was  booked  to  appear 
at  the  Novelty  Theatre  week  before  Christ¬ 
mas,  but  he  had  an  argument  with  the  local 
manager,  C.  Williams,  regarding  payment  of 
special  Souvenirs,  which  the  management 
generally  presented  to  the  Wednesday  Matinee 
audience,  Lafayette  refused  to  pay  for  any¬ 
thing,  claiming  that  his  contract  called  for 
his  full  show  and  a  certain  amount  of  acts, 
and  that  he  required  the  Theatre  to  be  run 
as  usual,  they  to  bear  all  expenses.  After  a 
severe  “War  of  Words”  the  show  was  called 
off,  ten  minutes  before  the  time  for  the  cur¬ 
tain  to  be  rung  up,  and  the  audience  was  dis¬ 
missed.  The  house  remained  dark  all  week. 
Mr.  Percy  Williams  treats  this  affair  as  a 
joke. 

*  *  * 

.Ziska  and  King,  during  their  engagement 
at  Keith’s  Theatre,  week  of  December  31, 
were  on  the  bill  with  The  Baggesons,  and  as 
their  plate-breaking  comedy  interfered  with 
Baggeson,  they  politely  cut  it  out  of  their  act. 
-We  must  say  that  Ziska  and  King  certainly 
do  a  very  clever  act.  Good,  honest  Magic 
and  clean,  healthy  comedy. 

*  *  * 

Charles  Roltare  has  written  a  bright  little 
pamphlet,  “The  Utility  of  Suggestion  in 
Magic,”  that  is  only  distributed  among  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  S.  A.  M.  It  merits  reading  by 
outsiders,  as  the  writer  believes  in  his  subject 
and  writes  it  well. 

*  *  * 

Chevalier  Ernest  Thorn,  during  his  engage¬ 
ment  in  Vienna,  was  given  the  front  full  page 
of  the  “Wespen,”  an  honor  not  always  given 
to  visiting  Conjurers. 

=1=  * 

Who  knows  anything  about  the  Fakir  of 
Ava?  We  have  just  found  a  very  good  photo 
and  would  like  some  information.  We  believe 
that  this  is  the  man  from  whom  Harry  Kellar 
learned  his  rudiments  of  magic. 
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Who  knows  what  has  become  of  Melville, 
the  old-time  Burlesque  Magic  man,  who  origi¬ 
nated  “Watch  the  Professor”? 

*  *  =|! 

]\Iena  Tekel  is  still  with  the  Orpheum  Road 
Show,  and  at  present  is  in  San  Francisco, 
California. 

*  *  * 

We  wish  to  thank  the  following  for  photos 
received  for  our  Gallery :  Ernest  Thom,  F.  L. 
Higgins,  Dr.  Ellison  (his  wand  and  book  col¬ 
lection),  Dr.  Emil  Boris,  Welsh  Miller  (Are 
you  still  in  the  business?  Where  have  you 
been?),  Reid  Miller,  The  Great  White  Zerda 
(a  handsomely  costumed  lady  Mystifler-ess) , 
Adrain  Plate  (Plate,  you  are  looking  good), 
and  we  hope  to  receive  more.  When  sending 
photos  for  the  Gallery,  kindly  write  name  and 
permanent  address  on  photo. 

sK  * 

Edward  C.  Conklin,  the  Juggling  Conjurer, 
has  just  closed  a  38  weeks’  season  with  The 
Great  Henry  Show,  and  has  been  re-engaged 
for  the  season  of  1907.  Conklin,  you  must 
have  made  good.  Keep  it  up. 

*  *  * 

Do  you  know  Adams  and  Mack?  No?  Well, 
they  are  doing  a  Comedy  Magic  act,  using 
their  own  scenery,  and  have  booked  eo  weeks 
with  the  Keith’s  Tour. 

*  *  * 

Gus  Leonard,  calling  himself  Hermann  the 
Second,  is  in  California. 

*  H:  * 

The  woods  are  full  of  Handcuff  Kings  and 
Queens.  Let  ’em  all  come. 

^ 

Sears,  the  Magician,  informs  us  that  he  is 
booked  in  England.  He  is  making  good  on 
the  Orpheum  Circuit. 

Another  Magicians’  paper  has  started  in  for 
the  race  of  popularity.  This  time  it  is  an 
Italian  one.  called  “La  Sfinge,”  edited  by  Ilia 
de  Wit.  Shall  review  the  first  issue  in  Read¬ 
ing  column.  That  is,  as  soon  as  we  receive 
one. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  E.  L.  Twing,  a  well  known  and  pros¬ 
perous  attorney  of  Toledo  has  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  resembling  Kellar,  both  in  facial  and 
digital  dexterity.  He  gave  a  performance 
some  time  ago  at  the  Zenobia  Hall  in  Toledo, 
and  his  silent  second-sight  is  said  to  be  the 
best  ever  presented  in  that  city.  Mr,  Twing 


is  in  midst  of  the  audience  blindfolded,  and 
without  a  word  or  apparent  sign,  describes 
articles,  reads  cards,  letters  and  numbers  on 
bank  notes.  This  is  certainly  “going  some.”’ 
*  *  *  , 

Tom  Nelson  Downs  Is  now  a  real  live  man¬ 
ager.  He  has  purchased  a  theatre  in  Mar¬ 
shalltown,  la.,  and  as  the  opening  attraction 
he  featured  himself.  ,  Illusions,  moving  pic¬ 
tures  and  a  genuine  millionaire  mimic  con¬ 
stituted  the  first  week’s  bill.  Business  great,, 
and  so  was  the  show. 

Volta  an  European  illusionist,  is  appearing 
on  the  Keith  circuit. 


*  *  !f: 

Daughter-in-  Law  of  Tohn  Henry  Anderson 


.  Mrs.  Leona  A.  Anderson,  widow  of  J.  H. 
Anderson,  Jr.,  who  is  alive  and  resides  in 
Philadelphia.  The  above  photo  depicts  her  in 
the  old-time  suspension  mystery.  Date,  about 
1868. 
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\\  ANSWERS  TO  VARIOUS 
QUESTIONS 


E.  J.,  Columbus. — There  is  nothing  as  de¬ 
spicable  as  a  man  that  will  write  anonymous 
letters.  But  we  think  you  are  the  party  that 
wrote  us  from  Detroit.  Well,  who  ever  you 
are,  you  need  never  write  in  again.  If  you 
think  that  we  are  going  to  sell  every  per¬ 
former’s  secret  for  lo  cents,  you  better  stop 
your  subscription. 

^ 

G.  G.  Jeary. — We  do  not  know  the  where¬ 
abouts  of  Kerrigan,  the  Ventriloquist  and  Ma¬ 
gician.  His  right  name,  we  think,  is  J.  K.  Igo, 
and  when  last  heard  of,  he  worked  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  about  lo  years  ago.  He  left  his  trunks 
pawned  with  a  party  named  McFann,  who  is 
still  in  the  restaurant  business  in  that  city. 
Kerrigan  disappeared  about  that  time,  and  has 
never  been  heard  of  since. 

-  *  ^  ;jc  * 

James  R. — The  letter  both  misrepresents,  as 
well  ,  as  deliberately  lies.  Do  you  remember 
what  Weber  and  Fields  used  to  say?  “Let 
him  lie,  what  do  you  care?” 

*  +  =|! 


New  Subscriber. — He  does  not  advertise 
tvith  us,  but  his  address  is  Edward  Beagle, 
Room  9,  1193  B’way,  New  York  City. 

■  *  * 

Monti,  Tufnall  Park. — You  are  right  in 
your  assertion.  The  party  in  question  is  an 
ignoramus  in  the  handcuff  business.  The  cuff 
"described  is  not  the  Bean,  it  is  only  called 
that  because  it  might  be  a  better  seller.  The 
inventor  of  the  cuff  in  question  is  Layman 
.H.  Cobb  of  South  -Portland,  Maine,  'and  the 
cuff  was  patented  May  2,  1899.  It  never  was 
sold  as  “Unpickable”;  a  few  strokes  with  a 
file,  and  you  can  insert  any  thickness  of  spring 
into  the  opening.  This  is  not  a  new  trick. 
Your  letter  is  somewhat  long  for  the  present; 
,v  ill  use  it  whenever  space  permits. 

.  *  *  * 

Wm.  Brodersen. — Carter’s  Book  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  through  any  reliable  dealer.  Think  we 
saw  some  in  stock  at  Roterberg’s,  in  Chicago. 
You  will  find  his  address  among  our  adver¬ 
tisers. 


Carl  Anderson,  Rochester. — Thanks  for  the 
cutting,  but  have  seen  the  original  years  ago. 
Sorry  we  did  not  meet  while  we  were  in 
Rochester,  as  it  will  be  a  long  time  ere  we 
again  strike  that  city. 

SK  * 

Oscar  S.  Teale. — Your  suggestion  is  good, 
but  the  laws  of  the  Post  Office  compel  us  to 
have  name  on  outside  of  an  envelope.  This 
is  not  necessary  on  wrappers,  but  we  wish  the 
Magazine  to  arrive  in  your  hands  neat  and 
clean,  so  prefer  to  use  envelopes.  Should  you 
or  any  one  else  fail  to  receive  copy  of  Maga¬ 
zine,  kindly  drop  us  a  postal  and  we  will  send 
another. 

*  !fc 

Dana  Taylor,  Andover. — The  photos  of  the 
grave  of  Potter  cannot  be  used.  We  cannot 
reproduce  them  unless  'we  obtain  better  re¬ 
sults.  Will  write  you  personally. 

^  5|! 

Perkins. — One  glove  you  vanish  on  ^mur 
table,  after  you  have  palmed  it  you  drop  it, 
as  you  reach  for  your  wand,  which  you  must 
have  lying  on  table,  and  the  other  glove  you 
-can  have  fastened  on  a  strong  black  elastic 
rubber,  which  will  carry  it  up  your  sleeve  as 
soon  as  you  let  go  of  glove  after  you  have 
rolled  it  into  a  ball. 

*  * 

,  Some  one  in.  Providence,  R.  L,  has  sent 
stamps  for  reply,,  asking  if  we  could  supply 
back  numbers  of  .  the  Magazine. 

,  We  can,  but  you  enclosed  no  address,  and 
failed  to  sign  your  letter,  so  how  in  thundera- 
tion  can  we  send  you  a  letter?  Do  you  think 
John  Smith,  Main  Street,  America,  will  reach 
you  ? 

^ 

R.  H.  Gysel. — The  Handcuff  Act,  as  sold 
by  dealers,  consists  of  selling  you  a  number 
of  keys. 

A.  Hederen,  Chicago. — If  you  will  take  the 
trouble  to  again  read  the  article  in  last  num¬ 
ber  of  Conjurer  Potter,  you  will  read  that 
Mr.  Potter  has  been  dead  since  1835,  but  don’t 
let  that  stop  you  from  doing  the  “Crawling 
Though  the  Log”  trick,  as  it  is  certain  of 
making  your  fortune  and  reputation. 
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A  New  Billiard  Ball  Manipulation 

By  W.  F.  Alder 

Instead  of  using  the  old  boxwood 
balls,  I  am  using  the  red  electric  light 
globes  called  festoon  lamps.  These  are 
spherical  electric  lamps  just  adapted  to 
the  purpose  and  make  a  pleasing  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  passe  sleight.  The  moves 
of  the  trick  are  identical  with  the  old 
style,  but  the  effect  is  very  good.  Hand¬ 
led  correctly  they  are  quite  an 
addition  to  a  performer’s  repertoire,  but 
in  the  hands  of  an  indifferent  performer 
they  are  a  “frost.”  To'  prepare  the  ap¬ 
paratus  for  the  trick,  procure  four  fes¬ 
toon  lamps  for  26  volts.  These  can  be 
obtained  from  the  General  Electric  Com¬ 
pany.  Cut  off  the  little  wire  terminals 
and  solder  on  in  their  place  a  copper 
foil  disc  the  size  of  a  cent.  For  the 
shell  use  the  glass  “fake”  sold  by  the 
dealers  for  the  “Dissolving  Billiard 
Ball.”  Color  the  lamps  to  suit  with 
Frostine  a  liquid  dye  made  for  this 
purpose  and  sold  by  all  reliable  electrical 
dealers.  Next  prepare  five  thin  brass 
rings,  each  one-eighth  of  an  inch  wide 
and  make  them  fit  snugly  to  one  of  the 
fingers  of  the  hand  with  which  you 
work ;  these  rings  should  be  insulated 
inside  with  a  thin  coating  of  rubber  ce¬ 
ment.  Solder  two  wires,  one  to  each  of 
two  of  these  rings.  These  wires  should 
be  silk  covered  No.  30  insulated  copper 
and  should  be  long  enough  to  reach 
from  the  hand  along  the  outstretched 
arm  to  the  shoulder  and  down  from 
the  shoulder  to  the  heels  of  your  shoes, 
terminating  in  a  small  copper  plate  on 
the  heel.  Place  two  corresponding 
plates  on  the  floor  and  connect  each  to 
one  of  the  terminals  of  the  electric 
light  circuit  in  the  house  in  which  you 
are  working.  Now  (assuming  that  you 
have  carefully  followed  directions  as 


given  above),  place  one  of  the  two  rings 
with  the  wires  attached  on  the  thumb 
and  the  other  on  the  little  finger;  then 
lead  the  wires  up  your  arm  and  sleeve 
down  beneath  your  shirt  and  fix  them^ 
to  the  plates  on  your  heels.  One  on 
each  plate.  Place  the  four  lamps  in. 
your  hand  so  that  each  copper  disc  is 
touching  a  ring.  Step  on  the  floor 
plates  and  the  globes  light  up.  Now 
finish  the  apparatus  by  giving  all  metal 
parts  exposed  to  view  of  the  audience 
and  especially  the  wires  on  your  arms, 
a  coat  of  flesh-colored  paint.  Use  flesh- 
colored  rubber  bands  for  holding  the 
wire  tightly  to  the  arm.  As  these  lamps 
are  intended  for  26  volts,  do  not  attempt 
to  light  less  than  four  at  one  time  as  it 
will  result  in  ruining  the  lamps.  The 
trick  after  a  few  hours  practice  is  ab¬ 
surdly  simple  if  you  have  mastered  the 
old  multiplication;  the  main  trouble  is 
handling  the  fragile  globes.  These  how¬ 
ever  will  stand  a  lot  of  misuse,  for  I 
have  dropped  my  set  repeatedly  on  the 
carpet,  while  rehearsing  the  trick  and 
have  never  broken  a  ball. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  give  any  further 
information  regarding  this  trick  to 
Brother  Magicians  who  may  be  in¬ 
terested. 

♦  *  ♦ 

Howard  Thurston  in  a  personal  let¬ 
ter  informs  us  that  he  met  the  original 
Ching  Ling  Foo  in  Shanghai,  China,  and 
that  Foo  was  looking  very  old  and  be¬ 
coming  bent  with  age.  Foo  and  his 
daughter  Shee  Toy  are  busy  making  ar¬ 
rangements  for  a  return  to  America.  If 
they  do  return  it  will  be  under  the  man¬ 
agement  of  that  clever  showman  and  as¬ 
tute  manager,  Mr.  E.  F.  Albee,  who  has 
the  Chinaman  under  a  contract, 

Thurston  is  in  Cairo,  Egypt,  where  a 
letter  addressed  care  of  the  Post  office 
there  will  reach  him. 
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From  Our  Own  Special  Viennese 
Correspondent,  Herr  Ottokar  Fischer. 

This  gentleman  has  gone  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  trouble  of  learning  to  speak  the 
English  Language  so  that  he  can  con¬ 
verse  with  the  English  Speaking  Magi¬ 
cians  whenever  they  visit  Austria;  and 
we  think  it  only  right  that  our  readers 
should  become  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Fischer  in  his  right  vein,  and  so  will 
publish  his  letters  just  as  he  sends  them 
to  us. 


Vienna,  Austria. 

Editor  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine: 

Beginning  my  letter  of  this  month  I 
first  of  all  must  state  the  enormous  suc¬ 
cess  with  which  the  celebrated  magician 
and  illusionist  Chevalier  Ernest  Thorn 
met  here.  He  is  performing  this  month 
at  Ronachers.  As  for  magic  the  Aus¬ 
trian  public  is  very  much  spoiled'  and  a 
conjurer  must  be  really  very  “good”  in 
order  to  please  here.  Regarding  Thorn 
there  is  nothing  to  be  said  but;  “Noch 
nie  da  gewesen!”  His  outfit  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  elegant  one  and  his  apparatus 
and  illusions  are  of  such  solid  quality, 
that  best  could  be  called  lavish.  All  is 
made  from  best  material :  best  silk,  best 
wood,  best  carpets,  best  steel,  all  glitters 
and  shines  to  the  least  detail.  When 
the  curtain  rises  everybody  is  surprised 


and  perplexed  by  the  excess  of  pride 
and  luxury.  As  for  the  illusions  them¬ 
selves,  they  are  as  surprising  as  they  are 
elegant,  and  quite  new  for  Vienna.  My 
American  confreres  will  soon  have  the 
occasion  of  admiring  Thorn’s  excellent 
show  as  he  already  has  American  con¬ 
tracts. 

Last  week  I  had  a  very  pleasant  meet¬ 
ing  with  Thorn  and  his  likewise  cele¬ 
brated  brother  Henry,  in  the  artistical 
world  known  as  Darwin. 

Imro  Fox  appears  the  last  half  of 
December  at  the  new  Thalia  Theatre  in 
Elberfeld.  As  it  was  the  real  opening, 
just  as  the  last  number  was  to  appear, 
before  Imro  Fox,  Herr  Dir.  Stein  in¬ 
troduced  Imro  Fox  tO'  the  Publicum  and 
Mr.  Fox  will  ever  remember  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  the  Herr  Director.  The 

applause  and  cheers  lasted  a  long  time. 
*  *  * 

Willini  Le  Masked  Magician  is  book¬ 
ing  time  from  his  engagement  of  the 
Hamburger  Dom. 

:fc  « 

De  Biere  is  touring  France. 

*  *  * 

Renk  the  stylish  coin  manipulator  is 
in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia. 

*  *  * 

All  magicians  coming  to  Vienna 
should  do  me  the  great  favor  of  so  in¬ 
forming  me,  and  it  will  be  my  utmost 
pleasure  of  making  their  stay  in  our 
city  as  friendly  as  possible, 

*  *  * 

On  December  15th,  Okito  sailed  in 
company  with  his  father  from  Amster¬ 
dam  to  Dutch  India  and  will  arrive  on 
January  21,  1907,  in  Batavia.  Papa 
Bamberg  and  his  son  Theo  are  intend¬ 
ing  to  give  performances  in  all  cities  of 
Java,  Sumatra,  Borneo,  Guinea,  etc., 
and  probably  will  also  visit  Australia. 

Scarcity  of  news  prevails.  Hope  next 
time  more.  .c 
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P  O  C  V  s 

1  V  N  I  O  R- 

neAnutomieof 

LEGERDEMAIN* 

O  R, 

The  Art  of  lugling  Ctt  forth  in  his  proper  colours,  foliy, 
plainly,  andmftly,  fo  that  an  imorantpetfon  may  thereby 
leam  the  full  petfedUon  ®f  the  fame, after  a  little  pradife. 

VntoeachTricke  IS  added  the  fiyartivdicre  it  is  needfuU 

forioftruaion. 

Thefectnd  Edithfi,  with  mnnjndditient. 

Prcfltt  Bibiliguimuhnfacete. 


LONDON, 

Printed  by  T.  H.  for  R.M.  i  6  ^  j. 

{Continued) 

Then  taking  that  cup  up  again,  and 
flinging  that  you  have  in  your  right 
hand  under  it,  you  must  take  up  the 
second  ball,  and  seem  to  put  it  into 
your  left  hand,  but  retain  it  in  your 
right  hand,  saying.  Gentlemen,  see  how 
the  ball  runs  on  the  table. 

So  seemingly  fling  it  away,  and  it  will 
appear  as  thus. 


So  taking  the  same  cup  again,  then 
clapping  the  ball  under  again  as  before, 
then  taking  the  third  ball  in  your  right 
hand,  and  seem  to  put  it  under  your  left, 
but  still  retain  it  in  your  right,  then  with 
your  left  hand  seem  to  fling  it  in  the  cup,- 


and  it  will  appear  thus ;  ajl  the  three  balls 
to  be  under  one  cup. 


And  if  you  can  perform  these  actions 
with  the  cups,  you  may  change  .these 
balls  into  apples,  pears,  or  plumbs,  or  to 
living  birds,  to  what  your  fancy  leads 
you  to.  I  would  have  given  you  more 
examples,  but  I  think  these  are  sufficient 
for  the  ingenious,  so  that  by  these  means 
you  may  perform  all  manner  of  actions 
with  the  cups. 

Note.  The  artificial  cups  cannot  well 
be  described  by  words,  but  you  may  have 
them  of  me,  for  they  are  accounted  the 
greatest  secrets  in  this  art:  therefore  I 
advise  you  to  keep  them  as  such,  for  this 
was  never  known  to  the  world  before. 

How  to  Show  the  Wonderful  Magic 
Lanthorn. 

This  is  the  magic  lanthorn  that  has 
made  so  much  wonder  in  the  world,  and 
that  which  Friar  Bacon  used  to  show  all 
his  magical  wonders  withal. 

This  lanthorn  is  called  magic,  with  re¬ 
spect  to  the  formidable  apparitions  that 
by  virtue  of  light  it  shows  upon  the  white 
wall  of  a  dark  room.  The  body  of  it  is 
generally  made  of  tin,  and  of  the  shape 
of  a  lamp ;  towards  the  back  part  is  a 
concave  looking  glass  of  rnetal,  which 
may  either  be  spherical  or  parabolical, 
and  which  by  a  grove  made  in  the  bottom 
of  the  lanthorn,  may  either  be  advanced 
nearer  or  put  farther  back  from  the  lamp, 
in  which  is  oil  or  spirit  of  wine,  and  the 
match  ought  to  be  a  little  thick,  that 
when  it  is  lighted,  it  may  cast  a  good 
light,  that  may  easily  reflect  from  the 
glass  to  the  fore  part  of  the  lanthorn, 
where  there  is  an  aperture  with  the  per¬ 
spective  in  it,  composed  of  two  glasses 
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that  make  the  rays  converge  and  magnify 
the  object. 

When  you  mean  to  make  use  of  this 
admirable  machine,  light  the  lamp,  the 
light  of  which  will  be  much  augmented 
by  the  looking  glass  at  a  reasonable  dis¬ 
tance.  Between  the  fore  part  of  the  lan- 
thorn  and  perspective  glass  you  have  a 
trough  made  on  purpose,  in  which  you 
run  a  long,  flat,  thin  frame  with  several 
different  figures,  painted  with  transpar¬ 
ent  colors  upon  glass ;  then  all  these  little 
figures,  passing  successively  before,  the 
perspective  glass  through  which  passes 
the  light  of  the  lamp,  will  be  painted,  and 
represented  with  the  same  colors  upon 
the  wall  of  a  dark  room,  in  a  gigantic 
and. monstrous  manner. 

By  this  Lanthorn  you  may  show  what 
man,  or  woman,  or  birds,  or  beasts,  and 
all  sorts  of  fish  that  are  in  the  sea;  so  if 
any  gentleman  has  a  desire  to.  furnish 
themselves  with  one  of  these  lanthorns, 
I  have  the  best  that  can  be  made. 

The  figure  is  as  follows. 


{To  be  continued) 


HARRY  HOUDINl  FINDS  THE 
FORGOTTEN  GRAVE  OF 
ROBERT  HELLER. 


The  long  forgotten  isolated  and  un¬ 
cared  for  grave  of  William  Henry 
Palmer,  known  as  Robert  Heller,  the 
conjurer.  Heller  died  in  Philadelphia, 
November  28,  1878,  was  taken  to  the 
Macpalach  cemetery,  placed  in  a  vault 
November  29th,  only  had  four  carri¬ 
ages  and  the  hearse,  remained  in 
the  vault  until  June  9th,  1879,  when 
jMiss  Haidee  Heller  bought  a  plot  in 
Mount  Moriah  cemetery,  where  the 
last  remains  of  Robert  Heller  were  laid 
in  their  resting  place.  The  grave  has 
been  neglected  for  years,  and  owing  to 
carelessness  of  the  then  keeper  of  re-, 
cords,  it  was  a  very  difficult  task  to  find 
the  grave ;  it  was  only  through  find¬ 
ing  the  old  grave  digger  who  buried 
Heller  that  I  was  able  to  find  the  grave. 

There  is  some  one  buried  on  the  right 
of  Heller  but  the  place  is  unmarked  and 
it  will  take  a  protracted  search,  look¬ 
ing  over  100,000  names  to  find  out  who 
that  unknown  person  is. 
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HANDCUFF  SECRETS 
EXPOSED 


(copyright,  1906,  BY  HARRY  HOUDINI.) 

The  following  material  was  first  in¬ 
tended  for  a  book  and  was  written  by 
the  author,  during  his  7'our  in  Great 
Britain  in  response  to  the  thousands  of 
letters  receive!  requesting  light  on  the 
easy  methods  adopted  by  his  numerous 
imitators.  But  not  having  had  the  re¬ 
quire  dtime  the  book  was  not  published 
but  as  it  tieems  a  fitting  place  in  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  Monthly  Magazine,  it  will  appear  in 
Monthly  instalments.  In  reading  the  va¬ 
rious  instalments,  please  bear  in  mind 
that  it  was  written  to  appear  in  book 
form. 

This  will  be  the  most  exhaustive  ar¬ 
ticle  ever  published  on  this  peculiar  mode 
of  entertainment. 

*  ♦  * 

A  FAKE  OR  SPOOF 
MANACLE 

While  on  the  subject  of  prepared  cuffs 
or  those  that  are  not  standard  or  regula¬ 
tion,  would  like  to  call  my  reader’s  at¬ 
tention  to  a  cuff  that  is  being  sold  in 


England  only  to  amateur  magicians  at 
the  present  time.  It  is  sold  for  a  sum 
equal  to  $6  (25  shillings)  and  is  not 
worth  that  many  farthings,  as  it  is  not 
a  practical  cuff;  still  it  is  being  sold  as 
“The  Greatest  and  Most  Wonderful 
Cuff  ever  Invented.”  In  my  opinion 
(and  I  may  allow  myself  the  modesty  of 
calling  myself  an  “expert”)  this  cuff  is 
absolute  rot.  It  cannot  be  opened  with 
a  key,  and  the  instrument  that  you  note 
illustrated  at  bottom  of  cuff  can  only  be 
used  to  force  a  screw  into  the  lock 
proper,  or  force  the  lock  so  that  the  reg¬ 
ulation  method  of  opening  may  be  re¬ 
tarded,  until  the  screw  has  been  loos¬ 
ened.  The  seller  of  the  cuff  informs  you 
to  offer  £1,000  ($5,000)  to  any  one  who 
can  escape  from  this  cuff,  but,  alas,  in 
a  humorous  way  he  forgets  to  inform 
you  where  from  you  are  to  obtain  this 
sum  of  money  to  offer.  The  lock  proper 
is  in  centre  of  cuff  and  what  appears  to 
be,  or  what  ought  to  be  the  keyhole  is 
only  a  screw  stop. 

To  open  this  cuff  you  can  use  either  a 
long  needle,  a  pin,  a  steel  knitting  needle, 
or  anything  that  you  can  insert  into  the 
lock,  which  as  stated  before  is  concealed 
in  the  centre  of  cuff  and  by  insertion  of 
the  pin  it  releases  the  lock,  opening  the 
cuff.  And  proper  care  must  be  taken  so 
that  the  cuff  is  locked  with  the  pin  hole 
towards  your  fingers,  for  if  the  pin  hole 
is  towards  your  body  you  are  supposed 
to  be  unable  to  get  out. 

So  that  the  reader  can  see  just  exactly 
what  directions  are  sold  with  this  cuff, 
will  reprint  them  verbatim; 

“As  stated  the  secret  lies  in  the  special 
pair  of  faked  handcuffs  supplied  here¬ 
with.  Before  giving  secret  it  is  advis¬ 
able  to  take  special  warning  to.  thor¬ 
oughly  master  the  working  of  the  Land- 
cuffs,  both  opening  and  shutting,  be¬ 
fore  placing  them  on  your  wrists,  and  I 
would  further  caution  customers  to  al- 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


169 


ways  thoroughly  test  them  just  previous 
to  each  performance,  to  see  that  they  are 
in  working  order.  They  should  not,  of 
course,  be  kept  in  a  damp  place  where 
they  would  be  likely  to  rust. 

“Secret:  The  handcuffs  are  sent  out 
set  as  they  should  be  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  each  performance.  The  method 
of  performing  is  as  follows:  You  take 
the  handcuffs  and  exhibit  to  the  audience 
telling  a  similar  tale  to  that  on  cata¬ 
logue,  and  drawing  special  attention  to 
the  immense  strength  and  rigidity  of 
same,  allow  some  gentleman  to  place 
them  on  his  wrists,  close  them  with  your 
thumb  and  fingers  (you  must  not  lock 
them  ©n  him)  but  holding  them  in  posi¬ 
tion  while  you  allow  him  to  try  various 
movements,  such  as  taking  an  article 
from  any  of  his  pockets,  he  will  then 
see  the  difficulty  of  such  operations. 
You  then  remove  the  cuffs  from  his 
wrists  and  place  them  on  your  own,  (but 
this  is  a  most  important  point  to  ob¬ 
serve)  in  one  of  the  grooves  on  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  one  side  of  the  cuffs  you  will  ob¬ 
serve  a  small  hole ;  this  must  always  be 
facing  the  audience  when  on  your  wrists, 
or  if  the  hands  are  held  up,  uppermost ; 
of  course,  you  must  not  look  for  the  hole, 
but  as  the  handcuffs  have  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  marks  on  one  side  different  to 
the  other  you  will  know  at  a  glance  on 
which  side  the  hole  exists.  Having  now 
the  cuffs  on  your  wrists,  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  you  have  only  one  key,  al¬ 
low  the  audience  to  place  this  firmly  in 
the  keyhole,  and  give  it  about  2  turns  to 
the  left,  at  the  same  time  pressing  the 
cuffs  together;  this  will  lock  cuffs:  Now 
allow  them  to  bind  tape  round  the  por¬ 
tion  nearest  the  keyhole  and  over  the 
keyhole  itself ;  then  apply  sealing  wax 
and  mark  same.  The  cuffs  are  now  se¬ 
curely  locked,  and  any  person  may  be 
allowed  to  examine  same.  The  per¬ 


former  now  retires  to  his  cabinet  or  tent. 

“Have  concealed  either  in  the  top  of 
your  boot  or  in  a  little  special  pocket  in 
the  bottom  of  trousers  leg  (one  in  each 
leg  preferable)  you  will  find  you  are 
easily  able  to  obtain  possession  of  a 
fake;  taking  it  between  the  fingers  and 
thumb  of  right  hand  and  holding  it  by 
the  wooden  handle,  now  with  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand  you 
will  find  with  very  little  practice  you 
can  easily  place  the  steel  pin  in  the  little 
hole  in  groove;  hold  it  in  that  position 
while  you  place  the  left  cuff  between 
your  knees  and  press  the  cuff  to(  they 
will  not  open  easily  unless  they  are 
pressed  in  this  way)  ;  now  press  little 
fake,  and  while  pressed  fully  down  give 
a  side  strain  either  way  and  open  cuffs ; 


The  Fake  or  Spoof  Manacle 


come  forward,  showing  cuffs  opened, 
wdth  seal  and  tape  intact ;  take  back  key, 
place  in  lock,  close  cuffs,  which  really 
now  lock  of  themselves,  but  give  key  a 
turn  to  make  believe  key  locks  them. 
To  reset  for  working,  place  fake  in  hole, 
press  and  open  cuffs,  place  key  in  key¬ 
hole,  looking  down  hole  from  opposite 
end  to  be  sure  that  it  is  working  cor¬ 
rectly;  give  about  2  complete  turns  to 
the  right.  This,  if  properly  done,  should 
allow  cuffs  to  close  within  a  little  less 
than  1-16  of  an  inch,  but  should  prevent 
them  locking  . 

“Caution:  When  cuffs  are  locked  be 
careful  never  to  have  the  key  turned  to 
the  right,  as  this  will  strain  the  lock. 
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This  may  seem  rather  a  long  description, 
but  you  will  see  (with  cuffs  in  your 
hands)  in  a  few  minutes  the  working 
which  is  quite  simple.  The  real  lock,  of 
course,  is  secretly  contained  in  the  cen¬ 
tre,  that  which  is  in  the  keyhole  being 
only  a  screw  stop.  If  you  close  the  cuffs 
in  the  ordinary  way,  then  with  key  give 
it  one  or  two  turns  to  the  right,  the  lock 
is  slightly  strained  apart  and  the  cuffs 
will  not  then  open  even  with  fake  until 
key  has  been  turned  again  to  left.  Placed 
on  a  person’s  wrists  in  this  position  you 
could  defy  him  to  release  himself  even 
though  he  had  and  knew  how  to  use  the 
fake. 

I  think  it  may  further  interest  the 
reader  to  have  presented  some  of  the 
various  artifices  relative  to  fake  hand¬ 
cuffs  and  rivets  I  met  in  my  travels. 
Will  only  explain  them  as  detected  by 
myself,  and  as  all  bear  improving  you 
can  change  the  methods  to  suit  your  con¬ 
venience.  In  Germany  there  is  a  man 
who  calls  himself  Kleppini.  He  is 
either  a  crazy  man  or  a  handcuff  man 
on  the  style  of  the  once  Well-known 
Cherry  Sisters,  who  were  such  wretched¬ 
ly  poor  actresses  they  drew  a  large  sal¬ 
ary  and  large  crowds  simply  to  see  how 
really  bad  they  were.  (James  Owen 
O'" Conner,  I  am  told,  used  to  have  a  wire 
netting  spread  across  the  stage,  so  that 
the  egg  fruit  and  vegetables  could  not 
reach  him.  Boys  circulated  amongst  the 
audience  selling  material  to  throw  on  the 
stage,  etc.)  -  This  Kleppini  belongs  to 
this  category.  He  has  a  shirt  front 
jammed  full  of  medals,  and  a  very  large 
stage  “diamond”  star  hanging  on  a  red 
ribbon ;  across  his  collar  he  has  in  golden 
letters  reading  “The  Champion  of  all 
Champions  of  Handcuff  Kings.” 

The  last  time  I  saw  him  in  Dortmund, 
Germany,  he  had  4  medals  pinned  be¬ 
hind  his  back.  ’  ' 


He  has  been  closed  in  innumerable 
places,  and  one  manager  hires  him  sim¬ 
ply  to  cause  a  lot  of  talk,  pays  him  his 
salary  and  then  allows  the  audience  to 
jeer  at  him.  Strange  to  say,  in  Stock¬ 
holm  this  man  finished  his  engagement, 
and  now  there  is  nothing  too  bombastic 
for  him  to  say  or  do.  His  handcuffing 
trick  is  to  allow  you  to  bring  along  your 
own  locks,  and  you  can  hang  these  on 
his  Chinese  manacles. 

His  Chinese  manacles  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  common  set  of  hand 
and  foot  irons,  on  which  you  could  hang 
your  own  locks. 

Kleppini’s  secret  was  to  take  a  pair  of 
strong  cutting  pliers  and  file,  cut  away 
the  original  rivet,  and  replace  it  with  a 
new  rivet. 

In  case  any  one  would  bring  a  hand¬ 
cuff  instead  of  a  lock,  he  would  with 
great  presence  of  mind  say,  “Pardon  me, 
sir,  but  will  you  please  wait  with  your 
cuff,  until  the  second  part  of  my  enter¬ 
tainment,  then  I  shall  only  be  too  pleased 
to  accept  your  handcuffs.”  Naturally 
the  party  bringing  the  cuff  would  wait. 
Kleppini  would  do  his  act,  and  down 
would  come  the  curtain.  The  committee 
would  be  dismissed,  and  whoever 
brought  a  cuff  would  simply  have  to  grin 
at  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
“taken  in”  by  a  most  illiterate  man. 

The  handcuff  article  would  never  be 
complete  without  introducing  to  our 
readers  Capt.  E.  D.  Bean,  the  inventor 
of  almost  every  police,  equipment  now  in 
general  use;  also  inventor,,  of  the, 
world-famous  Bean  Giant  Cuff;  he  of¬ 
fered  $500 -to  any  one  who  could  release 
himself  from  this,  even  with  a  key. 

After  I  had  gathered  in  the  reward, 
it  was  reduced  to  $50,  and  now  the.  cuff 
is  not  looked  upon  as  being  invincible.' 

{To  he  Continued.) 
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Willem  Sheering,  of  Hamilton.  Canada’s  hero,  the 
winner  of  the  Marathon  Race,  trained  on  Zam-Buk 
and  t'as  proved  its  merits.  He  says : 


“  While  training  for  my  great  run  from  Marathon  to  Athens,  a 
distance  of  26  miles,  I  used  Zam-Buk  and  it  proved  a  great  boon  to 
me.  I  have  used  it  both  as  an  embrocation  and  as  a  salve  for 
chafing  sores,  bruises  caused  by  stepping  on  to  stones  while  runn  ng 
in  light  shoes,  and  other  bruises  and  have  found  it  the  best  salve 
and  ointment  i  have  ever  tried.  Its  healing  powers  are  exceptional, 
and  for  genera'  household  use  it  should  be  a  wonderfully  fine 
curative.  I  have  pleasure  in  express  ng  my  appreciation  of  its 
value.” 


Zam-Buk  is  a  healing  balm  composed  of  the  finest  known  medicinal  herbal  extracts.  It  acts 
as  a  skin  food,  and  rejuvenates  all  diseased  or  injured  tissue — rebuilds  unsound  skin,  eta,  just 
as  a  builder  rebuUds  a  damaged  building.  The  most  delicate  skin-the  skin  of  young  babies  can 
absorb  it.  No  staining,  no  harmful  coloring  matter,  no  mineral  poisons.  Pure  nature  applied 


to  nature’s  Uls. 


APCDTAIU  PIIQP  FflB  eczema,  skin  di-^eases 
btHIAIN  UUilE  rUfl  and  eruptions,  ulcers, 

abscesses,  boils,  bad  leg,  chronic  or  po  soned  sores,  cuts, 
bums,  scalds,  scalp  sores,  ringworms,  babies  heat  or 
chafing  sores,  chapped  hand-,  chUblains,  sore  nipples, 
and  all  skin  diseases  or  injuries.  All  druggists  at  50c  a 
box,  or  post  free  from  the  Zam-Buk  Co.,  Toronto. 
(6  boxes  for  $2.50). 


FREE  BOX 

Send  this  Coupon  to  Zam- 
Buk  Co.,  with  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  a  d  one-ceiit  stamp  to 
paj'  return  postage  and  sam¬ 
ple  box  will  be  mailed  you. 


Zam-BuK  Co. 


Every  Home  Needs 

ZAM-BUK 


erne  Experiences  of 
Householders 

In  every  home  cuts, 
bruises,  scalds  and  similar  in¬ 
juries  are  sure  to  occur,  es¬ 
pecially  where  there  are 
children.  In  most  homes,  tod, 
chapped  hands,  chilblains, 
eczema,  ring-worm,  ulcers 
and  other  skin  diseases  occur. 

For  these  you  need  a  balm 
which  is  pure,  herbal,  free 
from  mineral  compound,  free 
from  animal  fat,  antiseptic, 
able  to  stop  bleeding  and 
which  should  heal. 

Zam-Buk  meets  all  these 
requirements.  Why  not  prove 
its  merits.  Read-  this: — 

Mrs.  Everett  Brown,  of 
Markham.  (Ont.),  says:— 
“Zam-Buk  cured  some  bad 
bruises  on.  my  knee.  I  also 
find  it  excellent  for  chapped 
hands. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  Gilmour,  of 
Kingston,  says: — “I  had  an 
ulcerated  leg.  which  became 
so  bad  that  I  could  not  wear 
a  boot.  The  foot  and  ankle 
were  swollen  to  nearly  double 
their  ordinary  size,  and  the 
pain  was  terrible.  The  ul¬ 
cers  spread  in  a  ring  all 
round  the  limb.  Doctor’s 
treatment  brought  no  relief, 
and  at  one  time  It  was 
thought  only  amputation 
could  end  the  agony  I  suffer- 
.d.  Zam-Buk  was  brought  to 
my  notice,  and  I  bought  a 
few  boxes.  Each  box  gave 
me  more  ease  and  healed  the 
ulcers.  To-day  I  am  quite 
cured,  the  limb  is  sound,  and 
whereas  before  I  could  not 
stand,  now  I  can  go  up  and 
down  steps  with  ease.  I 
owe  it  all  to  Zam-Buk.” 

Used  as  an  embrocation  it 
cures  rheumatism  and  sciati¬ 
ca  and  rubbed  well  into  the 
chest  cures  lung  troubles, 
colds,  etc.  For  all  purposes 
to  which  a  household  balm 
is  put  Zam-Buk  will  be  found 
uneoualled. 

O  R  O  NT  O  , 
CANADA. 
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Hamley  Brothers. 


35,  New  Oxford  Street,  T.  W.  G.  London,  Eng. 

LIMITED  2p{j  (Qjiy  ggpQt)  29,  LudgateHill,  E.  C. 


"WT  ■RT’O-  TO  TTOTITY  OUR  NTT3VLEROUS  CLIENTS  OP  OUR  REMOVAL  PROM  OUR  LATE  PREM¬ 
ISE  riblMGHHOLB^RN?^  a  T^OUR  BRANCH  AT  35  NEW  OXPORD  STREET,  W.  C.,  WHICH 

AKRIVIKO  IR  TOWR  AT  CITY 

stations  WE  HAVE  <^EOTD  NEW  PREMISES  AT  29,  LUDGATE  HILL,  E.  C.  AT  BOTH  BRANCH- 

E?S:CIAI.BY  MAiE  TO  ENABLE  THE  BEST  &  PBOMETESI 
ATTENTION  TO  BE  GIVEN  TO  CAIiIiERS  AND  AIiSO  TO  MAID  ORDERS. 


HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  TRAVELLING  THIMBLE 

An  Entirely  New  Method 


Just  one  of  the  many  brilliant  effects  is  as  follows:  The  performer  shows  an  ordinary  thimble  on 
his  finger.  He  removes  it  and  hands  it  to  be  examined.  One  of  the  audience  places  thimble  on  forefinger 
of  left  hand.  Thimble  is  invisibly  transferred  to  the  correspondmg  finger  of  the  right  hand.  Showing  It 
nlainlv  nerformer  nlaces  finger  against  the  left  palm  and  quite  slowly  closes  his  fingers  over  the  thimble 
and  finger  The  latttfL  wUhdr^^^^^  thimble  behind.  He  then  _  shows  his  right  hand  back  and 

front  thoroughly,  but  upon  his  opening  his  left  hand  the  thimble  has  entirely  vanished. 

This  and  many  other  beautiful  effects  which  maybe  obtained  are,  If  nicely  shown,  apparently  miracles. 
We  can  moreover  positivelv  assert  that  two  thimbles  are  not  used. 

Price  5/-  post  free.  United  Kingdom  5/1. 

British  Empire  5/4.  . 

Any  foreign  Country  5/10,  or  1  Dollar,  40  cents. 


HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  COIN  WAND 


wand  i=!  finite  new  and  is  made  on  hitherto  unused  principle  so  far  as  magic  is  concerned.  The 
effecT  is  Xnd^erfu?  n  the^xU^^^^^^  The  trick  is  worked  as  follows:  The.  performer  borrows  3  coins  and 
throws  them  up  in  the  air  and  they  vanish.  He  now  takes  Hie  wand,  which  is  quite  a  thin,  one  about  2 
feet  in  length,  made  of  brass  handsomely  nickled.  This  is  first  of  all  pyen  for  examination,  he  then 
waves  it  about  in  the  air,  the  audience  sees  a  com  adhering  to  the  top  of  the  wand.  This  com  he  takes 
off  and  gives  it  to  audience  to  examine.  He  proceeds  again  m  this  and  ppduces  another  com  and 

then  another  both  of  which  are  handed  immediately  to  the  audience.  The  marvellous  part  about  this  wand 
that  it  can  at  anv  moment  be  handed  for  examination.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  value  of  the 
heeau<?e  it  can  be  used  for  any  ordinary  puroose,  and  yet  this  astonishing  trick  can  be  performed 
Jt  anV  time  bv  its  aid  The  price  is  no  Indication  of  its  value  which  is  very  considerably  more,  but  as  we 
anticinate  selling  a  large  number  we  are  enabled  to  offer  them  af  this  price.  We  have  only  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  the.se  in  stock  at  present,  so  orders  should  be  sent  early  in  order  to  secure  one. 

Price  5/6,  post  free  5/11. 

Abroad  7/6,  or  1  Dollar,  80  cents. 


HAMLEY’S  IMPROVED  CARD  STAR 


Everything  can  he  given 
most  accuracy  and  certainty 
chosen  by  the  audience  and 
the  star,  back  to  the  audience, 
get  the  slightest  glimpse  of 
shows  the  arrow  to  the  audi- 
readlly  be  seen  that  the  arrow 
performer  then  asks  whose 
and,  upon  one  of  the  audience 
and  while  it  is  spinning  asks 
his  card.  He  does  so,  and  when 
ning  the  performer  requests 
that  the  arrow  is  pointing  to 
Upon  his  doing  so,  the  audi- 
rect.  The  performer  proceeds 
It  may  be  worked  in  many 
Special  Low  Price  42/-,  post 


for  examination  and  the  ut- 
is  guaranteed.  Six  cards  are 
one  Is  placed  in  each  arm  of 
so  that  the  performer  does  not 
any  of  the  cards.  He  notv 
ence  and  spins  it,  when  it  car 
is  perfectly  unprepared.  Th( 
card  the  arrow  shall  point  at 
replying,  he  spins  the  arrow 
that  particular  person  to  nami 
the  arrow  has  stopped  spin 
him  to  come  and  take  the  can 
and  show  it  to  the  audienct 
ence  sees  that  this  is  quite  cor 
in  this  way  with  all  the  card! 
other  ways, 
free  43/-  or  $11.50. 


Many  other  Novelties  in  addition  to  above.  List  free  on  application. 

NEW  MAGICAD  SDEIGHTS  &  FAKES  by  R.  A.Morrell.  Price  2/-,  post  free  2/2. 

NEW  DIADOGUE  FOR  PUNCH  ft  JUDT.  Price  6d,  post  free  7d. 

FRACTICAD  HYPNOTISM  by  John  Barter.  Price  1/-,  post  free  1/2. 

MODERN  CRTSTAD  GAZING.  Price  6d,  post  free  7d. 

SOME  NEW  MAGIC  by  J.  F.  Burrows.  Pricel/-,  post  free  1/1. 

NOVND  NOTIONS.  Price  2/6,  post  free  2/10. 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE! 

These  serial  articles  will  be  continued  from  month  to  month 
until  the  entire  field  in  the  handcuff  mystery  is  exhausted  and 
other  facts  established  ;  we  will  always  describe  spiritualistic  and 
illusionary  effects  and  show  how  to  do  magical  tricks  in  general ; 
so  if  3^ou  are  not  a  subscriber  kindly  fill  out  the  subscription  blank 
below  and  send  it  to  us  with  one  dollar  and  have  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine  sent  to  you  regularly  and  promptly  each 
month.  Back  numbers  can  be  purchased  at  10c.  a  cop3^ 


FIUU  OUT  THIS  FORM  INOW 


And  mail  it,  together  with  One  Dollar,  to  The  Coil" 

jurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Co.,  278 
W.  113th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen  ; 

Please  send  me  CONJURERS’ 
MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  for  twelve  months, 

commencing  with  the _  _ _ _ _ _ 

issue,  for  which  I  enclose  One  Dollar. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Dated 
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The  Columbia  Theatre 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

“  Alwaj^s  a  Good  Show  at  The 
Columbia.” 

THE  ONLY  FIRST  CLASS  VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE  IN  TOWN 


The  City  Magical  Company 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

magical  JIpparatus 

1,  Amershara  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 

Everything  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic,  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter  &c.  Applications  for  Eists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

We  Ka-ve  tHe  Latest  duropean  Novelties 

Manager ;  Mr.  W’ilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  I.  M.  C. 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  anywhere.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers  onthly  Magazine 


12  TRICKS  25c. 

Easily  Done  No  Practice  No  Apparatus 

Complete  instruetions  with  64  page 
book  of  amusement  also  catalogue 
sent,  postage  prepaid. 

H.  Otto  ITagic  Co. 

270  West  39th  Stree  New  York  City 


Grand  Opera  House 

Under  the  personal  management 
of  the  owner,  Mr.  Harry  Davis 

Pittsburg’s  ( Penna.)  only  Continuous 
Performance 

VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE. 

A  Place  of  Cheer  Throughout  the  Year. 

Always  a  Good  Show. 

Presenting  the  Highest  ClaSS  ActS  of  America 
and  Europe 


Hotel  Putnam 

(Opposite  Madison  Square  Garden) 

FOURTH  AVE.  AND  26tli  STREET  NEW  YDRK.QITY 


A  New  Hotel  with  all  modern 
improvements,  eentrally  located. 
European  Plan.  :: 

Rooms  $1.00  per  day. 

With  Bath  $1.50  per  day  and  upwards 


Cafe  and  Restaurant  Unsurpassed 
Reasonable  Prices 
Orchestra  Music 
Special  Rates  to  the  Profession 

SAMUEL  GLANTZ  N.  J.  WEISS 

Proprietor  Manager 
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TKeodore  Hardeen 

The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers’  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 


£  Route  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jinger  Jh  Bauer.  50  Rupert  St.,  London,  W. 


NOW  READY 


.Special  List  of  Entirely  New  Books 
''n  Conjuring  andiKiixdred 
Stibjects 

Also  List  No;  41  of  350  decided  bar¬ 
gains  in  Magical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

176  Ontario  St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


19/  Page  illustrated 
Magic  Catalogue 

NO  FHEE  COPIES 

Appendix’s  Nos’  1  and  2,  5  cents.  We  keep  every  Magic 
Book  or  Paper  for  Sale 

W.  D.  Lerog,  1 03  Court  St.,  Bostoi\Mass 


The  Wizard 

The  Leading  British  Magic  Monthly  Magazine 

WIZARD  PUBLISHING  CO. 

4  St.  Alban^s  Place  :  LONDON,  W  C. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 


Representing  some  of  the  largest  .Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

48  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  :  :  :  Miss  Pauline  Cook 

n 


Established  186<) 


^  ^  ^  1'  [3 

I  LLUSIONS  ^  MAKlWCTl-^AND  IHPOMUtS  Oe 


Fob  PiiSLoii  OB  Suce. 

f62t  Broadway,  (Dept.  4,)  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


New  Catalogue  Lists’ and  Earga'ii  Sheets  for  Stamp. 


AN  EXPOSE  OF  CRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 

Exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

The  London  Mail,  Boston  Herald 

aid  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extohng  this  book. 
“Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented. 

Price  Twentynve  cents. 

Conjurers'  Monthly  Magazine^ 

273  West  listh  Street 


Mew  York, 


or  THEO.  HARDEEN,  5°  Rupert  St.  W. 
Care  of  Anger  &  Bauer,  London,  Eng. 


JUST  OUT 

New  Lists  will  be  sent 
on  receipt  of  stamp. 

Large  catalogue  listing  the  latest  and  best  tricks 
15  cents. 


BAILEY  <a  TRIPP  CO., 

Cambridgeport,  Mass. 


Box  410 


■  Kindly  mention  Coniurer—nthiy  Magazine  when  answering  advertisemen 


The  Renowned  WOODBURY  Preparations 
contribute  to  her  facial  beauty  and  general  attractiveness. 

The  curative  and  cleansing  formula  which  has  made  Woodbury’s  Facial  Soap 
a  household  word  is  equalled  m  merit  throughout  his  other  preparations. 

They  sell  everywhere  at  25  cents. 

Special — A  postal  will  bring  our  Beauty  Booklet.  Send  10  (fks.  for  superb  bound  collection  of  portraits 
(9  X  12  inches.)  of  1 5  Theatrical  Stars  containing  autograph  letters  from  each  or  15  dts.  with  samples. 

THE  ANDREW  JERGENS  CO.,  Sole  Licensee.  Cincinnati,  0. 


,  ,  Monthly 

JnAGAZiNe 


CONTENTS 


Robert  Houdin 


European  Notes 


Tricks  for  Amateurs 


Reading  [and  Rubbish 


Our  Mail^Bag 
Jottings  and  Jumblings 


Handcuff.Secrets 


Number  6 


FEBRUARY  15,  1907 

Price,  JO  Cents 
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ICable  Address:  “Avengment,  London."  Members  T.  V.  and  C.  A.  A. 

Telephone  No.  1919  Gerrard 

ANGER  &  BAUER 

AGENTS  FOR 

JEnGlisb,  Hmecican  anb  Continental  IDaviet'?  Hrtistes 


50  RUPERT  STREET, 

English  and  Continental  Representatives  for 
'•'afcssrs.  A.  Bouamici  and  Frank  E.  Fillis’s  Enterprises  in  South  Africa. 


w. 

LONDON,  ENG 


Harry  Day 


THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arundle  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


Manhattan  Detective  Agency,  Inc. 

ST.  JAMES  BUIILDING 
Broadway  and  26tH  Street,  New  YorK 

Thirty-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines 
of  detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  in 
criminal  and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  Mercantile  Houses,  Factories, 
Corporations,  Lawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 


MANHATTAN  DETECTIVE  AGENCY,  ST.  JAMES  BLDG., 

Telephone  910  Madison  Square 


26th  ST.  &  BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 


want£:d^^ 

Information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
speak  with  authority  of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  to  give  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  always  solicited.  Whenever 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
•compile  a  Magicians*  Encyclopedia. 

Address:  Conjurers*  MontHly  Magazine 

_  278  W.  liatH  St.,  New  YorK 

Ji[OTE:  Jiny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns. 
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THe  BritisH  Barnum 

Dr.  Walford  Bodie 


The  Electric  Wizard ! 

The  Famous  Bloodless  Surg^eon! 


The  Record  Breaker 

Playing  the  Leading  Halls  and  Theatres  in  Great  Britain  to  overflow  houses. 


America  Shortly 

Head  Office : 

163  Blackfriars  Road, 

LONDON,  S.  E.  Cablegrams  “BODIEISn”  London 


London  Agent : 

Mr.  Harry  Day 

THE  PIONEER 


The  Devil’s  Own  Trick 

An  entirely  new  and  clever  card  trick  for  the 
pocket.  Fools  the  knowing  ones  and  still  is 
easy  to  do.  Sure  to  please  you.  Complete 
with  ingeniusly  prepared  special  cards 
(which  can  be  examined)  and  full  instructions 
Price  25  Cents.  ::  ::  ::  ::  :: 

A.  Rotherberg’s  Magical  Repository 

176  Ontario  Street  Chicago,  111. 


MAGICIANS. 

Marked  Cards — used  for  all  purposes— 
amateurs  or  professionals — best  work — ^$1.00 
per  deck,  by  mail.  Address  Erwin  A.  Klein,. 
“Sphinx  Wizard,”  Palmyra,  Wis. 


Some  New  Ones! 


**  Great  Memory  Feats.** 

To  Instantly  memorize  and  repeat  the  names  of  30  to 
100  objects,  called  out  once  only  by  the  audience. 

To  instantly  memorize,  in  any  order,  the  whole  of  the 
cards  in  a  pack  of  52. 

To  add  up  an  addition  sum  of  36  figures  without  seeing 
a  single  figure. 

To  immediately  give  the  day  of  the  week  for  any  given 
date,  etc.,  etc. 

Complete  instructions  for  these  and  other  feats,  by 
registered  mall. 

Price,  $1.00 

“Marvelous  BlacK-Board  Feat.** 

Several  rows  of  figures  are  written  on  a  black-board  by 
any  person  from  audience.  The  performer,  who  is  blind¬ 
folded,  and  sits  close  to  footlights,  facing  the  audience. 
Instantly  adds  up  and  calls  out  the  correct  result;  he  also 
names  any  figure  pointed  at  by  any  person,  tells  the  num¬ 
ber  of  spots  ou  cards,  suit,  etc.  No  confederacy.  Easy  to 
Introduce. 

Price,  •  $1.00 


“  Marvelous  Spirit  Vision.** 

A  fine  test  for  newspaper  office  or  hotel  work.  Performer 
steps  into  a  newspaper  office  and  asks  some  one  to  think  of  a 
card  In  an  imaginary  pack,  when  he  has  done  so  to  write 
name  of  card  in  his  own  note-book,  and  keep  same  in  his 
pocket.  He  then  writes  a  note  asking  name  of  card,  encloses 
it  in  enyelope,  which  he  seals  and  addresses  to  performer’s 
assistant:  he  then  rings  for  a  messenger  hoy  to  deliver  note  to 
assistant  at  hotel  and  return  with  answer.  He  does  so  and 
answer  Is  found  correct.  Person  who  thinks  of  card  writes 
name  himself,  also  writes  note  to  assistant,  using  his  own 
words.  Performer  does  not  write  a  word,  nor  handle  note, 
or  see  it.  No  confederacy,  no  cards  used,  no  prepared  paper, 
any  paper  used,  failure  Impossible.  Easily  learned  in  6 
minutes,  done  anywhere  at  any  time.  A  sensational  test. 

Price.  $1.00 

Will  send  all  three  of  above  for  $2.50. 

VERNE  &  CO. 


34-  Maple  Street  CHica^o,  111. 
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EDITORIAL  ^ 


We  are  agreeably  surprised  to  find  that  our 
circulation  is  increasing  with  giant  strides  in 
Europe. 


*  ♦  4: 


We  wish  to  show  our  appreciation  of  this 
fact,  and  starting  from  next  month,  we  are 
going  to  try  and  bring  all  of  our  subscribers 
together  and  at  that  without  any  cost. 

4=  *  * 


WE  OFFER  YOU 
FREE ! ! 


BARTER  AND  EXCHANGE  COLUMN.' 


Beginning  with  our  next  issue,  we  will 
have  a  Barter  and  Exchange  Column,  and 
will  accept  any  reasonable  advertisement  free 
of  charge. 

If  you  have  anything  that  you  want  to 
exchange,  write  out  what  you  have  and  what 
you  would  like  to  trade  for  it.  If  you  don’t 
know  what  you  are  looking  for,  simply  say: 
“Will  exchange  for  best  offer.”  You  may 
have  a  magic  table  that  is  in  your  way,  and 
would  like  to  exchange  it  for  a  billiard  ball 
trick;  perhaps  you  have  two  tricks  of  one 
kind,  and  want  to  exchange,  or  you  may  have 
some  instrument  or  article  that  you  want  to 
get  rid  of,  or  you  may  want  to  get  some¬ 
thing  and  want  to  offer  several  books  or 
things  for  same. 

Send  along  your  advertisement,  and  in  it 
goes,  and  ’twill  cost  nothing. 

No  dealers’  advertisements  accepted  in  this 
barter  and  exchange  column. 

*  *  ♦ 

This  Barter  and  Exchange  column  is  as 
free  as  the  air  you  breathe,  no  after-graft; 
you  bind  yourself  to  nothing,  and  we  only 
reserve  the  right  to  exclude  any  advertisement 
we  do  not  wish  in  our  paper. 

*  *  * 

Under  no  circumstances  whatsoever  wilt 
we  allow  any  “Graft”  to  be  advertised  in  our 
columns,  and  if  we  find  that  any  one  is 
making  undue  use  or  taking"  advantage  of  our 
Readers,  bear  in  mind  that  we  will  flash  the 
light  of  “Exposure”  on  them. 

*  * 

Please  inform  us  of  all  unfair  dealings,  as 
we  wish  to  protect  our  Readers. 
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UNKNOWN  FACTS 

Concerning 

ROBERT  HOUDIN 

Material  collected  personally  by  Harry  Houdinx 
(Published  for  the  first  time) 

(copyright,  1906,  BY  HARRY  HOUDINI.) 

*  *  * 

When  completed  the  articles  under 
this  heading  will  be  a  sort  of  Encyclo¬ 
paedia  of  Magicians  and  their  tricks  dat¬ 
ing  back  to  1680;  in  some  monthly  in¬ 
stallments  Robert  Houdin  facts  are 
hardly  mentioned  which  is  due  to  the 
necessity  of  showing  from  where  the  ma¬ 
terial  and  data  were  obtained  to  prove 
all  my  claims ;  but  all  material  will  form 
a  chain,  each  fact  and  date  leading  to 
the  other.  It  is  impossible  otherwise  to 
prove  my  statements. 

* 

(Continued) 

Houdin’ s  Tricks. 

I  shall  take  the  tricks  first,  from  which 
Robert  Houdin  made  his  reputation  for 
being  a  brainy  man,  and  show  that  they 
have  been  done  long  before  his  time.  As 
the  Second  Sight  is  something  that  he 
handles  as  if  he  never  wanted  the  right 
“Modus  operandi”  known,  I  shall  first 
of  all  give  facts  regarding  that  experi¬ 
ment.  It  is  claimed  by  Robert  Houdin 
that  he  invented  the  Second  Sight  and 
produced  it  for  the  first  time  February 
12,  1846.  It  is  amusing  to  read  how  he 
claims  to  have  stumbled  upon  the  idea; 
that  is,  if  you  know  that  he  is  deliber¬ 
ately  misinforming  his  readers  by  his 
information.  I  shall  quote  his  exact 
words,  and  then  you  can  decide  for 
yourself  regarding  how  truthful  he  was, 
especially  after  you  read  the  real  facts. 

“The  experiment  to  which  I  owe  my 
reputation  was  one  inspired  by  that  fan¬ 
tastic  God  to  whom  Pascal  attributes  all 
the  discoveries  of  this  sublunary  world : 


chance  led  me  straight  to  the  invention 
of  Second  Sight. 

“My  two  children  were  playing  one 
day  in  the  drawing-room  at  a  game  they 
had  invented  for  their  own  amusement 
(Houdin  even  makes  his  children  in¬ 
vent)  ;  the  younger  had  bandaged  his 
elder  brother’s  eyes  and  made  him  guess 
the  objects  that  he  touched,  and  when 
the  latter  happened  to  guess  right,  they 
changed  places.  This  simple  game  sug¬ 
gested  to  me  the  most  complicated  idea 
that  ever  crossed  my  mind.  Pursued  by 
the  notion,  I  ran  and  shut  myself  in  my 
workshop,  and  was  fortunately  in  that 
happy  state  when  the  mind  follows  easily 
the  combinations  traced  by  fancy.  I 
rested  my  head  in  my  hands,  and  in  my 
excitement  laid  down  the  first  principles 
of  second  sight.” 

Then  Houdin  goes  on  in  a  peculiar 
way  and  tells  you  that  he  per¬ 
fected  his  second  sight  in  various 
ways,  going  past  shops,  and  with  one 
glance  noting  down  the  articles  in  the 
window ;  starting  with  one  or  four  arti¬ 
cles,  and  improving  until  the  son  could 
jot  down  40  articles  with  one  glance. 
But  all  this  has  positively  nothing  to  do 
with  the  second  sight,  for  in  those  days 
the  code  was  only  the  speaking  code,  al¬ 
though  Houdin  may  have  resorted  to 
electricity,  in  giving  his  son  the  various 
cues.  There  are  many  ways  of  doing 
second  sight,  but  the  first  second  sight 
was  to  ask  the  Medium  a  question  in 
which  was  contained  the  answer.  With 
very  little  practice  any  two  people  can 
do  a  fairly  entertaining  second  sight  by 
prearranging  a  collection  of  questions 
which  can  mean  any  article  that  can  be 
carried.  There  are  several  books  pub¬ 
lished  on  the  subject  and  any  book  seller 
can  furnish  you  with  one  or  more  works 
on  the  subject. 
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The  first  trace  that  I  can  find  of  sec¬ 
ond  sight  is  that  Chevalier  Pinnetti  had 
it  in  his  programme  at  the  Theatre 


originally  comes  from  the  different  au¬ 
tomatons,  where  a  concealed  confeder¬ 
ate  works  the  various  pistons  or  pidls 


From  the  collection  of  Harry  Houdini ;  Avery  rare  and  extraordinarily  fine  lithograph 
of  Robert  Houdin ;  he  was  especially  fond  of  this  and  only  gave  it  away  to  his  friends ;  it 
depicts  him  in  the  midst  of  his  “inventions.”  On  his  left  he  has  the  “Automatic  Writer,” 
behind  he  has  his  son  Emile  doing  “Second  Sight,”  and  on  his  right  under  the  clockwork 
arrangement  he  has  a  drawing  which  on  the  original  shows  the  “Suspension  Trick.”  Hou¬ 
din  has  no  right  whatso,ever  to  claim  any  ofthese  as  his  inventions,  as  will  be  proven  by 
facts  and  dates  in  the  article  appearing  in  monthly  installments  in  this  magazine. 


Royal,  Haymarket,  London,  England, 
December  ist,  1784,  almost  sixty -two 
years  before  Houdin  presented  it  as  his 
own  invention.  Perhaps  Torrini  also 
had  it  on  his  programme  and  taught  it 
to  Houdin. 

The  London  Morning  Post  and  Daily 
Advertiser,  December  i,  1784,  contains 
the  following  advertisement  of  which  I 
possess  a  copy,  which  is  herewith  repro¬ 
duced  . 

This  talking  code  was  not  even  new  at 
the  time  Pinetti  was  exhibiting  it,  as  it 


strings  to  manipulate  the  dancing  coins 
or  moving  head. 

This  method  is  mentioned  by  several 
reliable  authors.  In  Hooper’s  Recrea¬ 
tions,  edition  1782,  volume  3,  page  283, 
it  informs  you  that  your  confederate 
worked  your  apparatus  from  another 
room,  “By  certain  words,  previously 
agreed  on,  make  it  known  to  the  confed¬ 
erate.” 

Beckman  in  his  .  history  of  inven¬ 
tions  relates  that  he  knew  an  exhibitor 
of  a  “Talking  figure,”  in  which  the  con- 
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Reproduction  of  a  clipping  of  the  adver¬ 
tisement  of  Sig.  Pinetti,  from  the  London 
Morning  Post,  December,  i,  1784. 

HAY-  M  A  R  K  E 

By  PERMISSION  of  the  LORD  CHAMifiERLAIN 
Signor  and  Signora  PINE’TTI’s 
j;raniL  ai'loiiifhin";  dnti  fnimhahle 

N  E  W  E  X  H  I:  T  I  O  N, 

T  tlic  Theatre- Roval,  in  the  Hay-Mruket, 
TO-MORROW,  Dcccmlur  2, 

S  Kuor  PINET  fl,  Knigiit  of  the  Order  of  Merit  of  St. 
Philip,  &c.  Trith  all  due  deference  informs  the  publicit, 
that  be  Is  juft  returned  front  Windlor,  and  that  he  will,  by 
the  above  pertiiillion,  open  a^in  this  Theatre  on  Thurfday 
next,  and  with  his  Confort,  wilt  exhibit  moft  wonderful, 
ftl)pendi:us,  and  ahl'olutcly  inimitable,  nicci’.anicai7i)hyf!,al 
and  philofopbical  pieces,  which  hR  recent  deep  fenitiny  in 
thefe  fcieiiccs,  and  alfiduou-s  fxerti'jne  have  gnlwhled  him  to 
invent  and  ecmflrudl  >  among  \vh;cH  Siguora  Pinetti  vs  ill 
feave  the  l|>ccial  honour  and  Lvci-sfaiftioii  of  exhibiting  vari- 
tns  cxpciiments  of  new-  difeovery,  no  kfs  xurious  than 
recnnngly  incredible,  particularly  that  of  her  hcing  feated 
ia  one  ot  the  front  boxes  with  an  handkerchief  over  hea 
'eyes,  and  guefs  at  every  thing  imagined  and  propofcdjpi 
her,  by  any  perfoii  in  the  company.  | .  ^ 

SignorTinetd  being  moft  aoxlousand  ambitimts  of  re- 
teeiving  the  countenance  aadfandlionofthis  great  and  dil- 
'Cerning  nation,  in.,; his  endeavours  it  fhall  b&  Ins  conftant 
Jlndy  ftiil  to  find  oylfnlcan?  wjfich  may  enable  lunr  tet  pre- 
tent,  at  Iutctatal.s,'nioft  cunrn,i%  furpriziiig,  and  int^elllng 
original  pieces  befote  tiro  publick  during  his  fhort  ftay  in 
th's-ki^Jom^  never  copyhig,  hut  .ever  producing  oidy 
what  i%uf  hi?o\vn  iitveotion  and  difeover^',  and  in  the 
tlLfplay  •f  which  pieces,  having  been  honoured  with  a 
wnttefl  telhcJOny  of  his  Bribmuk  Majefty’s  approbation, 
Bgned.  with  his  dwn  hand  (befides  being  poflefled  oJL  certi- 
tcaies  of  the  like  nltnre  frem  feveraT  other  Sovereign?) 
humbly  hopes  andJolicitsior  .  the  continuance  of  that  pa¬ 
ir, >j^«  aadenCcuragementi  -VRitfch  Ite  moft  gratefully  ad- 
XsoVv^d^  to  have  already  fo  imp-.tf daily:  Suil  amply  ex- 
pfr'enced  from  die  Britifh  nation.  , 

Hk  exc^ertt  and  humourous  intei^rcter  will  tbnthiue 
Vnth  him  during  hisftay. 

Coxes  js,  Pk  3».  Fitft  Gal.  as.  Upper  Gal.  is. 
Pdastslorthc  boxes  to  be  taken  of  Mr.  Rice  at  the  Theatre. 

Doors  open  at  Six,  and  begin  at  -Seven- 

cealed  confederate  was  cued  to  answer 
certain  questions,  the  answers  being  ar¬ 
ranged  in  the  manner  of  asking  the 
question,  also  by  different  signs.  Page 
31 1,  vol.  3,  1817. 

Decremp  also  mentions  the  talking 
code, , and  it  will  be  found  in  the  English 
translation  “The  Conjuror  Unmasked” 
1785,  page  36,  which  explains -“How  to 
blindfold  a  woman,  so  that  she  cannot 
see  any  signals,  to  name  all  cards 
drawn.”  In  the  British  Museum,  Lon¬ 
don,  I  copied  a  bill  of  1789,  on  which 
was  pictured  a  goose  that  was  called  a 
Second  Sight  Bird,  and  it,  was  blindfold- 
-^d  but  managed  to  answer  quosliv.,-*.  .q 
picking  up  carers. 


In  his  Memoirs,  according  to  R.  Hou- 
din  himself.  Count  de  Grisey,  or  Torrini 
claimed  that  he  had  the  whole  of  Pin- 
netti’s  programme,  so  if  as  related  by 
Robert  Houdin,  Torrini  taught  him  the 
second  sight  secret,  then  Houdin  must 
have  overlooked  this  until  it  was  re¬ 
produced  in  Paris  by  some  smaller  per¬ 
former  who  exposed  it  in  book  form,  be¬ 
cause  Houdin  took  credit  for  the  second 
sight  invention. 

Second  Sight  Performance. 

The  next  second  sight  artist  that  I 
have  been  able  to  trace  is  Louis  Gorden 
i\PKean,  in  1831 — about  15  years  before 
Houdin  presented  it.  The  bills  explain 
everything,  and  herewith  are  exact  re¬ 
productions  of  the  back  and  front  of  the 
bills. 

Another  programme  in  my  possession 
is  dated  1837  of  the  Theatre  Scarboro, 
Friday  evening,  August  4,  1837,  and 
the  bill  introduces  “For  a  limited 
engagement  of  three  nights  the  Three 
Talented  and  most  extraordinary  Second 
Sighted  Young  Highlanders.”  This 
date  is  at  least  eight  years  before  Robert 
Houdin  even  became  a  professional  en¬ 
tertainer  and  he  claims  to  have  invented 
second  sight  in  1846. 

\\T  have  had  many  second  sight  ar¬ 
tists,  but  none  of  them  have  ever  earned 
for  themselves  the  amount  of  News¬ 
paper  work  as  the  Zancigs  who  are  at 
present  in  England.  It  was  claimed  by 
them  that  they  performed  the  real 
mind  reading  or  mental  telepathy,  and 
this  claim  to  supernormal  power  brought 
upon  them  attacks  from  the  Press,  and 
every  artist  that  dabbled  in  second  sight. 
All  the  big  London  daily  papers  made  a 
specialty  of  exposing  the  act  as  done  by 
the  Zancigs  and  the  Morning  Chronicle 
engaged  several  stenographers  to  write 
down  each  word  and  gesture  emolovc  I 
by  the  Zancigs;  in  fact,  the  publication 
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of  a  lot  of  the  code  words  and  signs 
brought  about  such  a  remarkable  scene 


tlNDER  THE  PATRONAGE  OF 

His  Most  Gracious  Fli^esty  WILLIAIS IV. 


The 

IDOUll^lLIE" 

Pliseno- 


Master  91‘KEiAX,  only  8  Tears  old !, 

_  _  ONBOKTHE  _ 

GBEATUST  PRODIGIES  of  the  Age ! 

Has  Just  returned  from  the  PavUloh  at  Brighton! 


To  which  place  be  had  the  booor  of  a  Special  Commaod,  aud  »  again  exhibiting  bis  most  asbojshbg  Pow^  f 

the  Egyptian  Hall  JBas!aar,  Piccadilly. 


In  addition  to  his  performance  before  their  Majesties  and  their  Court,  thii 
extraordinary  Child,  since  his  arriual  in  Town,  has  had  the  honor  to  exhibit  his  sur¬ 
prising  talent  before  sereial  of  the  Nobility  of  the  highest  rank,  whose  admiration  and 
astonishment  have  been  uniformly  expressed  in  the  strongest  terms. 

The  faculty  which  he  possesses  has  defied  the  research  of  all  theTSl^dical  men,  by 
whom  be  has  been  seen — a  faculty,  ivhich  enables  him  to  distinguish  colour,  read  either 
print  or  manuscript,  tell  the  hour  of  the  day  on  a  watch,  or  declare  any  other  fact  aspre- 
eisely  as  the  cleverest  sighted  person,  although  his  eyes  are  at  the  time,  completely 
blindfolded,  and  his  back  turned  to  the  object  of  examination. 

Ampng  his  other  turprising  perfurmancee,  may  be  mentioned  the  following : 

.  He  will  read  in  English,  Latin,  French,  or  Italian.  Any  one  present  may  insert 
names  or  figure*  ad  libitum,  and  he  will  instantly  pronounce  the  same,  and  tell  the 
name  of  each  figure  separately,  and  their  value  togeUier.  A  piece,  or  pieces  of  money, 
keys,  or  trinkets  of  any  description  may  be  produced  by  any  of  the  company,  and  be 
will  instantly  tell  how  manv  there  are — whether  composed  of  > 

■  -  ®oid.  Silver,  Brass,  or  Copper  ! 

1!^  date  and  vaiiio  of  the  Coins,  and  describe  every  other  article  very  minutely,  even 
•hould  there  appear  a  spot  upon  them.  He  will  also  describe  the  dress  of  any  person, 
and  in  what  position  they  sit  oj  stand.  .  Master  M'Kean  will  ask  tlie  favor  of  any 
lady  or  Gentleman  in  the  company  to  speak  softly  within  themselves,  so  that  they 
may  not  be  heard  by  those  who  sit  on  the  right  or  left,  and  he  will  instantly  repeal 
'Wem,  although  at  ooe  hundred  yards’  distance.  Should  there  be  lOO  Watches  produ-. 
eed,  and  each  differently  set,  ho  will  tell  the  hours  and  minutes  indicated  by  each,  ana 
perform  many  other  Astonibhino  Feats, .which  must  be  seen  to  be  credited. 

Pours  of  Inhibition  -are  11,  1,  3,  and  5.  Admiuton,  U.  6d.  eaeh;— Children  half-price. 

^  Parties  may  bare  a;  Piirate  "Exhibitioa  at  die»r  own  Rwideace,  afrer  6  o’clock  Id  the  Erening,  af 
an  hovr's  nollce,  eo  modaiate'Teifts..  Hkck,  FrlBt«r,'fik'P«iicliui-cb  sum. 


Reproduction  of  bill  used  in  1831  to  adver¬ 
tise  the  second-sight  act. 


at  the  Alhambra  Theatre,  January  2, 
that  when  Jules  Zancig  was  handed  an 
article  and  asked  “Or  this”  several  of  the 
audience  shouted  out  “A  watch”  even 
before  Mrs.  Zancig  had  time  to  answer 
the  question.  In  the  issue  of  January  3, 
the  Chronicle  states :  “It  was  noticeable' 
last  night,  that  there  was  a  considerable 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  articles  sub¬ 
mitted  by  the  audience.  As  a  result 
those  who  had  primed  themselves  with 
the  code  given  in  tne  Chronicle  were 
able  to  interpret  Mr.  Zancig’s  words. 
These  formulas  came  repeatedly  last 
night: — Why  This . A  Pin.  Or 


This.. _ A  Watch.  Well  This . 

A  Card.  You  This . A  Case.  Now 

This. . A  Paper,” 

For  their  silent  work,  the  papers  state 
that  the  white  coat  worn  by  Zancig  helps 


Young  lllaster  lll‘KEAN, 

Since  his  arrival  m  London,  ha.s  had  the  honor  of  performing 
(on  Friday,  Dec.  S.lrd,  1831,)  before  their- 

Most  Gracious  Majesties  &  Prince  George. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Ariryle. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Gordon. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  St.  Albans  and  Duchess. 

Her  Grace  the  Duchess  of  Northumberland. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Coventry. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Errol, 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Bellast. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Morlcy. 

The  Rt.  Hon  the  Countess  of  Esse.x. 

The  Rt.  Hpn.  Lord  Adolphus  Fitzclarence 
The  Rt.  Hoh.  Lord  Augustus  Fitzclarence. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  the  Viscountess  Faulkland. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  and  Lady  Dever 

Sir  Edward,  Sir.4rlhur  Berkeley,  &  Lady  Paget. 

Admiral  Sir  Manly  Dixon. 

Admiral  Lukin, 

Admiral  Daker. 

And  many  others  of  the  Nobility  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

— o*®*©- 

The  Highland  Youth’s  Figure  is  erect,  his  Features 
particularly  handsome,  and  of  his  age  considered  re¬ 
markably  tall. — He  daily  give^i  increasing  satisfaction 
to  the  most  distinguished  characters. 

The  Highland  Youth  )8  a  native  of  Invernew. 

N.B.  Tb«  Company  are  particolarlj  requested  not  to  disturb  the  Youth's  mind 
during  the  Performance 

Reverse  side  of  advertising  bill  used. 


her  to  see  the  signals  he  makes ;  for  in¬ 
stance,  in  being  handed  an  article  he 
either  holds  it  a  certain  way  and  if  he 
has  to  read  a  card  he  brings  it  up  to  his 
eyes,  and  has  a  world  of  scope  for  pass¬ 
ing  her  signs ;  if  the  reader  is  interested 
in  the  various  things  he  can  purchase 
the  London  Chronicle  of  December  31, 
January  i,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6  and  find  in¬ 
teresting  reading.  These  papers  can  al¬ 
ways  be  found  on  file  at  large  libraries. 
I  really  cannot  see  why  he  does  not  im¬ 
prove  his  code,  and  not  speak  a  single 
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word ;  with  their  silent  code  he  has  only 
to  number  his  articles  and  then  swiftly 
send  her  his  signs.  Kennedy  and  Lo¬ 
renz  had  an  elegant  silent  code,  and  he 
would  have  his  medium  answer  all  ar¬ 
ticles  by  slight  signals.  Lorenz  eventu¬ 
ally  improved  his  act  and  played  Amer¬ 
ica,  also  at  the  London  Hippodrome  as 
The  Svengalis. 

I  am  willing  to  put  myself  on  record 
as  predicting  that  the  Zancigs  will 
eventually  cut  out  all  of  their  talk  and 
arrange  a  new  set  of  signals  for  articles. 
This  ought  to  be  very  easy  for  them,  as 
they  have  been  working  together  so  long 
that  it  will  only  mean  a  few  hours  prac¬ 
tice  on  their  part,  and  then  these  know- 
it-alls  will  have  to  dig  deeper  for  their 
explanations. 

Prince  Albene  and  Labrandt  have  a 
clever  act  but  sacrifice  a  ‘  great  deal  of 
the  mysterious  in  order  to  obtain  laughs. 
Albene,  by  the  way,  has  arranged  a  most 
excellent  method  of  silent  spelling,  for 
with  several  almost  imperceptible  move¬ 
ments  he  can  spell  any  name  or  letter 
to  Miss  Labrandt  with  lightning  rapid¬ 
ity.  I  am  not  exposing  the  Zancigs  or 
Albene  and  Labrandt,  as  I  consider  their 
work  very  clever,  but  I  am  in  a  position 
to  know  for  a  positive  fact,  that  there  is 
nothing  whatsoever  supernormal  con¬ 
nected  with  their  work. 

I  am  not  writing  an  article  on  second 
sight,  so  beg  my  reader’s  pardon  for 
deviating,  and  shall  proceed  with  my 
article. 

* 

Animals  have  been  trained  for  years 
to  do  tricks  by  secret  signals,  and  I  have 
in  my  possession  two  rare  bills,  one 
dated  1789,  where  a  Mr.  Beckett,  Trunk 
Maker  of  No.  31  Haymarket,  announces 
the  fact  that  he  hasra  learned  Goose, 
^‘Just  lately  arrived  from  abroad.” 

(To  be  continued.) 


Notes 

From 

Theo. 

Hardeen, 

Our 

Official 

European 

Corre¬ 

spondent 


Mind  Readers,  Second  Sight  and  Si¬ 
lent  Transference  of  Thought  is  now  the 
rage,  and  will  be  until  over  done,  when 
it  will  again  die  out  for  another  genera¬ 
tion.  The  latest  prodigy  heard  from  is 
the  Mind  Reading  Collier’s  Daughter, 
Myra  Ritsill,  who  I  have  been  told  was 
booked  all  over  the  Stoll  Tour,  after 
having  given  a  trial  performance. 

*  *  * 

So  much  has  been  written  about  the 
Zanzig  controversy  that  the  less  said  at 
the  present  time  the  better,  but  it  cer¬ 
tainly  was  a  bit  of  a  shock  to  some  of  the 
mind  readers  and  second  sight  artists  to 
have  them  come  in  and  obtain  ’  such  a 
lot  of  free  newspaper  advertising;  but 
we  will  let  it  go  at  that  and  await  the 
next  sensation,  which  I  see  from  the  En¬ 
core  is  a  Pair  of  Legs  without  hcafi  or 
body,  answering  all  questions  with  a 
mouthless  voice.  What’ll  we  have  iiext^ 
*  *  * 

The  Great  Roland  is  now  under  the 
exclusive  management  of  Harry  Day, 
and  that  means  “Working  Regidarly.” 
Roland  was  on  the  bill  with  Henean,  the 
Armless  Artist,  and  caiviu  Heneau 
prac’^ising  the  billiard  ball  trick  with  his 
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feet.  Cen-nrl)  a  peculiar  feat  lor  an 
armless  wonder,  Heneau,  you  behave! 

*  * 

Picitt  u  Lizette  with  their  “Crazy 
Cook  Conjuring”  turn  are  improving 
right  along,  and  promise  to  have  one  of 
the  best  comedy  magic  turns  on  the 
halls. 

Jfl  jjs 

The  Days,  Mental  Wonders,  bewild¬ 
ered  the  folks  at  the  Palace  Lancaster. 

*  -k 

Gustave  Fasola,  the  Indian  Fakir, 
created  a  mild  sensation  at  the  Hippo¬ 
drome  in  Leeds. 

*  * 

John  Warren  is  presenting  “The  Mag¬ 
ic  Casket”  and  reports  success. 

Lora,  tJie  Marvelous  Talking  Bird, 
left  for  Germany.  This  is  the  large 
parrot,  having  concealed  in  its  interior 
a  human  being  who  does  the  Second 
Sight  Mystery.  I  wonder  how  nianv 
people  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  an  im¬ 
itation  act  was  built  in  America,  and 
was  a  dead  failure?  Its  a  fact  and  I 
know  that  the  “Bird”  is  now  for  saL. 
For  further  particulars  write  to  Alben-' 
and  Labrandt. 

♦  *  5i- 

The  Schwartz  Brothers  are  on  the 
Stoll  tour  and  doing  very  nicely.  Their 
work  does  not  stand  out  as  well  as  it 
does  on  the  continent,  where  whenever 
they  appear  on  the  bill,  the  audience 
only  waits  for  them  to  see  how  they  will 
burlesque  the  other  acts  on  the  bill.  Their 
funniest  magic  stunts  were  when,  fol¬ 
lowing  T.  N.  Downs,  they  caught  the 
fish  from  the  leader’s  whiskers. 

*  * 

Astroi  and  Walsh,  Illusionists  and 
Conjurers  are  coming  to  the  managers’ 
attention  as  a  good  mystery  act. 


Rumor  has  it  that  Ziska  and  King 
are  booked  in  England.  They  ought  to 
do  very  good,  as  their  act  will  be  some¬ 
thing  new  in  the  line  of  Magic  and 
Comedy  mixed. 

Chung  Lung  Soo  informs  me  that  he 
will  shortly  present  a  new  Illusion;  he 
will  take  Madame  Twin-peanut  Soo, 
place  her  in  an  oblong  glass  box,  which 
will  be  suspended  all  the  time,  and  the 
audience  will  be  able  to  see  her  all  the 
time;  (no  covering  used),  the  glass  box 
will  start,  revolve  faster  and  faster,  and 
when  it  is  eventually  stopped  the  little 
Mrs.  Chinee  will  have  vanished.  I  met 
Abraham  Blitz,  who  is  the  real  friend  of 
Soo.  and  on  asking  him  a  few  questions 
about  this  trick,  he  winked  his  off  hand 
eye,  and  said  “That’s  what  they  all  say.” 
Abe  Blitz,  by  the  way,  is  the  real  hall¬ 
marked  nephew  of  Signer  Blitz. 

^  Ac  *  ^ 

Speaking  of  Blitz  rcmir.ds  me  that 
Eddie  Weston,  who  is  one  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Blitzes  died  a  few  weeks  ago.  He 
was  a  comedian,  and  well  known  as  the 
best  Second  Johnny  Ray  we  have  ever 
had. 

Sidney  Lee  is  working  steadily  and  is 
thinking  of  adding  a  new  illusion  as  a 
finish  to  his  card  work. 

*  * 

Carl  Hertz  is  still  the  same  old  Hertz 
and  keeps  adding  material  to  his  per- 
foirmance.  I’ll  wager  that  Hertz  can 
lay  his  hands  on  more  magical  tricks 
and  illusions  than  any  three  conjurers  in 
the  show  business,  barring  Master  Ma¬ 
gician  Maskelyne  or  Darring  Devant. 

5(-.  *  * 

Did  you  know  that  Devere  of  Paris 
makes  periodical  trips  to  London  and 
gets  back  to  his  mansion  before  anyone 
knows  he  is  out  of  town?'  Devere  hrs 
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several  ledgers  in  which  he  has  kept 
track  of  the  tricks  he  has  sold  to  his 
trade  of  the  ofd  time  performers.  He 
could  relate  some  interesting  matter  if 
he  so  wished,-  as  to  who  invented  several 
tricks  that  certain  necromancers  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  invented. 

-.5  *  * 

Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  I.  M.  C.,  who  by 
the  way  is  also  Manager  of  the  City 
Magical  Company,  is  my  London  Cor¬ 
respondent  and  he  will  keep  his  eye  open 
for  news  and  information  that  may  in¬ 
terest  the  readers  of  the  Conjurers’ 
Magazine. 

+  ♦  * 

The  Three  P’s,  Pharos,  Phantom, 
Palias,  Egyptian  Illusionists,  are  reputed 
to  have  been  the  sensation  at  Moss’s 
Carnival,  Edinburgh,  this  season.  When 
Fred  Harcourt  was  alive  he  gen¬ 
erally  was  the  chief  Mogul  at  the  Wa- 

verly  Fair,  but  alas,  time  and  tide  pass 

along  and  the  first  thing  we  know  we 
know  nothing. 

* 

Loudon  Cameron  is  mystifying  the 
good  people  that  attend  Pools  Myrio- 
rama.  He  is  starring  with  this  enter¬ 
prise  en  route. 

*  *  * 

Anthony  is  still  “swanking”  about  as 
usual,  and  saving  his  money.  That’s 
right,  Anthony,  it  is  not  what  you  make, 
it’s  what  you  save.  And  if  you  look  up 
the  records  of  the  old  time  conjurers 
you  will  note  that  very  few  of  them 
died  well  off.  Augoston  died  on  the 
streets  of  Berlin  of  hunger  and  priva¬ 
tions,  and  at  one  time  he  was  the  owner 
of  a  large  boat  on  which  he  gave  his 
performances.  Houdini  has  a  list  of  the 
old-timers  and  undoubtedly  will  publish 
a  list  of  their  various  ends.  So  save 
your  money. 


Long  Lanky  Conjurer  Carlton  is 
making  quite  a  hit  in  the  Pantomime, 
Bristol.  Too  bad  that  he  was  not  en¬ 
couraged  with  his  big  illusion  act,  for 
he  had  the  fortune  of  finding  a  man  that 
acted  as  his  double  so  no  one  could  tell 
them  apart  after  they  had  both  been 
made  up.  Never  mind  Carlton,  Herrn 
says  you  are  all  right,  if  you  don’t  be¬ 
lieve  me  ask  him. 

*  :):  * 

An  old  fellow  named  Hardgraves  was 
doing  a  rope  tying  act  and  after  he  had 
collected  a  certain  amount  of  pennies,  he 
would  allow  himself  to  be  tied,  and  then 
would  wriggle  out  of  the  ropes.  He 
had  had  a  prosperous  day,  and  several 
men  waiting  their  opportunity,  eventual¬ 
ly  tied  him  when  only  their  own  pals 
were  about,  and  they  tied  the  old  fellow 
up  so  tight,  that  he  could  not  move,  then 
while  one  stuffed  his  handkerchief  down 
the  victim’s  mouth,  the  others  managed 
to  carefully  pick  his  pockets  and  take 
away  from  him  all  the  money  that  he 
had  made  that  day,  also  his  savings  of 
£20  ($100),  which  he  had  in  the  lining 
of  his  vest.  Instructing  him;  “See  how 
quick  you  can  get  out,  gov’ner”  they  ran 
away,  and  it  was  several  hours  before  a 
passer  by  found  the  old  fellow  in  a  very 
bad  condition.  The  ropes  had  sunk  deep 
into'  his  flesh,  and  he  was  taken  to  a 
hospital,  where  he  is  doing  very  well. 
He  does  not  mind  his  wounds,  but  misses 
his  money,  which  means  a  great  deal  to 
him. 

The  Nassaus  are  at  the  Oxford ;  they 
do  a  mind  reading  act,  and  do  that  old 
gag  of  finding  a  hidden  article.  Who 
they  are  I  do  not  know  as  I  never  heard 
of  them.  Mahatma  had  a  £100  chal¬ 
lenge  in  the  paper  against  the  Zanzigs, 
but  the  Zanzigs  will  pay  no  attention  to 
them,  if  they  are  sensible. 
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1  received  a  very  nice  box  of  Chinese 
salmon  from  Saginaw,  Michigan,  but  as 
the  sender  did  not  add  his  name,  I  do 
not  know  who  to  thank;  at  any  rate,  I 
am  very  much  obliged  for  same,  and 
take  this  means  of  thanking  him  or  her. 
(Editorial  Note:  No  flirting  allowed.) 

sjt  ^  ^ 

Chung  Ling  Soo  has  left  the  Hippo¬ 
drome  and  is  now  on  the  Stoll  tour ;  this 
week  he  is  at  the  Palace,  Hull.  It  will 
surprise  you  to  see  how  many  magical 
acts  are  on  the  Stoll  tour.  I  will  just 
mention  those  on  tour  week  of  January 
21.  Starting  at  the  London  Hippo¬ 
drome  we  have  the  Trilby  Svengalis, 
who  give  a  thought  reading  perform¬ 
ance.  At  the  Shepherd’s  Bush  Empire  we 
have  Kahn  &  Kahn,  clever  magical  en¬ 
tertainers.  Prince  Kokin,  at  the  Empire, 
Belfast ;  The  Magic  Carpet  at  the  Em¬ 
pire,  Leeds ;  Sylvesta  at  the  Empire, 
Newport.  Speaking  of  Sylvesta  I  want  to 
let  readers  know  that  he  was  born  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  but  at  the  age  of  three 
left  for  Merry  England  and  has  been 
there  ever  since.  He  does  a  very  nice 
act,  assisted  by  his  wife;  he  opens  with 
the  clock  and  rapidly  goes  through  sev¬ 
eral  good  tricks,  concluding  with  the 
old  reliable  egg  bag.  He  certainly  can 
sell  the  last  named.  He  is  booked  in 
America,  and  magicians  will  have  to  go 
and  see  him. 

*  *  « 

Oswald  Williams  is  at  the  Alhambra, 
Paris,  and  getting  along  fine. 

*  5K  * 

The  Cumberlands,  mind  readers,  are 
at  the  Hippodrome,  Bury.  Wonder  if 
they  are  related  to  Stuart  Cumberland, 
writer  of  “A  Thought  Reader’s 
Thoughts,”  and  if  so,  how  would  they 
like  a  little  publicity  entitled  “How  .o 
Read  Thoughts,”  or  as  Sid  MacCaire’s 
book  says,  “Muscle  Reading.” 


^ SOME  OLD  TRICKS 

■p 

FOR 

9®^ 

NEW  beginners 

THE  MAGNETIC  HAT. 


An  excellent  trick  that  is  always  good, 
and  which  you  can  perform  at  a  small 
cost,  is  to  cause  a  borrowed  high  hat  to 
apparently  adhere  to  the  tips  of  your 
fingers,  and  in  every  conceivable  posi¬ 
tion,  and  still  you  can  allow  it  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  at  any  moment.  To  prepare  for 
this  trick,  you  make  an  endless  loop  of 
a  string  of  fine  black  silk  thread.  Fig¬ 
ure  A.  Before  starting  this  trick,  hang 
this  loop  over  your  elbow,  and  with 

it  hanging  in  this  position  you  are  ready 
to  borrow  the  hat.  After  the  hat  is 
handed  to  you,  you  allow  this  loop  to 
fall  over  the  hat  catching  it  as  near  the 
centre  as  possible,  and  the  pressure  of 
your  fingers  causes  the  hat  to  remain  in 
the  position  required.  This  is  quite  an 
old  trick,  but  can  be  worked  up  very 
effectively.  To  present  this  properly 


practice  it  to  your  own  satisfaction,  and 
have  several  loops  prepared  of  the  size 
you  find  convenient,  as  one  of  them  is 
liable  to  break. 
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Hondini  Contra  Robert  Houdin. 

In  the  January  edition  of  our  worthy 
contemporary,  The  Illusionist,  our  friend 
and  confrere  Mons.  E.  Raynally,  in  a 
most  gentlemanly  manner,  in  the  strain 
that  only  the  polite  French  race  can 
utilize,  has  taken  up  his  pen  and  re¬ 
quests  us  to  stop  telling  the  truth  about 
Robert  Houdin,  He  takes  pains  to  in¬ 
form  us,  for  our  own  sake  that  it  is  best 
to  pause!  No!  We  shall  not  pause,  and 
there  is  nothing  that  will  make  us  stop, 
unless  we  can  be  convinced  that  it  is  not 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth  and  nothing 
but  the  truth  that  we  are  publishing. 
Mons.  Raynally  even  strengthens  our 
argument  by  informing  us  that  he  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  Orange  Free  was  ex¬ 
hibited  by  some  one  as  early  as  1746,  and 
then  later  by  the  justly  famous  PinettL, 
Thank  you  ever  so  much,  Mons.  Raynal¬ 
ly  for  that  just  completes  our  chain  of 
evidence,  as  we  could  not  find  out  who 
obtained  the  trick  after  the  death  of  the 
inventor  Pinchbeck,  the  English-  me¬ 
chanic.  Perhaps  Pinetti  had  the  self¬ 
same  orange  tree.  It  is  impossible  for 
us  to  publish  our  material  haphazard ; 
we  have  taken  one  trick  after  the  other 
and  that  is  the  way  they  will  appear  in 
The  Conjurers’  Magazine.  The  invent¬ 
or  of  the  Orange  Tree,  at  least  so  we 
must  judge  was  Christopher  Pinchbeck. 


FROM  THE  Press 

WISE  , 

AND 

OTHERWISE 


who  was  born  about  1670  and  died  1732; 
this  is  the  man  that  made  all  the  material 
for  Fawkes  who  at  that  time  was  the 
Great  English  Conjurer.  We  have  mez¬ 
zo  tints  and  engravings  of  all  these 
men,  and  they  will  be  published  in  ro^ 
tation.  It  would  be  an  injustice  to  the 
world  at  large  if  we  were  to  stop  pub¬ 
lishing  the  various  rare  facts  that  have 
taken  so  long  to  collect.  Kindly  bear  in 
mind  that  we  are  only  too  willing  to  cor¬ 
rect  anything  that  may  be  a  misstate¬ 
ment.  Another  thing,  you  are  wrong  in 
saying  that  the  earliest  Handcuff  Evad¬ 
er  was  Latude  who  did  so  at  the  end  of 
the  1 8th  Century.  Mons  Raynally,  we 
will  go  back  further  than  that.  The 
original  Jail  Breaker  and  Handcuff  King 
was  St.  Peter,  and  to  show  you  that  this 
was  really  the  case,  we  shall  repro  luce  a 
page  from  an  old  book  the  date  of  which 
must  be  about  in  Caxton’s  time,  which 
shows  St.  Peter  breaking  out  of  prison 
and  he  also  escaped  from  his  shackles. 
So  you  see  we  only  claim  to  be  the  orig¬ 
inal  “Challenge  Jail  Breaker  and  Roi 
de  menotte  le  monde,”  but  not  the  first 
in  the  world.  We  hope  you  will  read 
over  our  account  carefully,  and  when 
ever  you  find  mistakes,  just  inform  us 
of  the  fact,  as  we  are  only  too  willing 
to  give  Robert  Houdin  all  the  credit  that 
is  his  due.  Houdin’s  fame  can  never 
die,  but  let  us  have  the  truth  and  let  us 
be  just  to  the  other  men  of  brain,  who 
were  born  when  printer’s  ink  was  not  so 


190 


THE  CONJURERS'  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


The  Scrap  Book. 

The  Scrap  Book  for  January  has  an 
article  of  Robert  Houdin  copied  from 
his  memoirs.  It  makes  interesting 
reading.  In  the  February  number  of 
the  same  magazine  there  is  a  special  arti¬ 
cle  on  Cagliostro,  whom  the  writer 
terms  “A  Prince  of  Imposters,”  and  in 
one  chapter  tells  you  the  main  facts  of 
this  Master  Mason. 

*  ^ 

We  have  in  our  possession  a  very 
rare  portrait  of  Countess  Cagliostro, 
and  will  some  time  publish  it  with  our 
vcjftion  of  the  “Man  that  turned  base 
meiai  into  gold,”  Cagliostro. 

*  *  * 

Programmes  of  Magicians. 

(By  J.  F.  Burrows,  assisted  by  H.  J. 
Holland.) 

We  have  just  received  a  copy  of  this 
book,  and  wish  it  were  as  good  as  it 
ou)ght  tO'  have  been,  and  Could  have 
been.  The  two  gentlemen  evidently 
meant  well,  but  they  did  not  go  into  their 
subject  deep  enough.  They  have  only 
taken  things  as  they  found  them,  and 
apparently  did  very  little  looking  up  for 
authentic  facts.  By  that  we  mean  their 
material  is  not  reliable.  It  badly  needs 
revising.  They  fail  to  give  the  various 
magicians  their  just  due.  For  in¬ 
stance  they  mention  “Doebler’s  pro¬ 
grammes,”  and  neglect  to  say  that  this  is 
the  bogus  Doebler;  by  looking  at  their 
dates  of  Bosco’s  programme  they  could 
easily  have  known  that  the  original 
Bosco  could  never  have  been  the  Bosco 
they  mention,  as  he  died  in  1863 ;  rela¬ 
tive  to  Herr  Frikell  they  fail  to  mention 
that  this  is  a  son  of  the  original  Wil- 
jalba  Frikell;  we  happened  to  be  on  our 
way  to  visit  him  and  found  he  had  just 
died  on  our  arrival ;  Okito,  they  merely 
mention  as  a  Chinese  magician. 

It  professes  to  give  the  programmes 


of  the  leading  performers  from  Heller’s 
time  up  to  the  present  day  magicians, 
but  the  following  leading  conjurers 
have  been  entirely  forgotten,  and  some 
of  them  are  full  blooded  Englishmen 
and  excellent  entertainers.  The  original 
Buck,  Anderson,  the  Wizard  of  the 
North,  Barney  Eagle,  Testot,  Dexter, 
Beaumont,  Burmain,  Wizard  Jacobs, 
Henry  Evanion,  Savern,  Madame  Card, 
Gyngell  (whose  father  was  a  famous 
Bartholemew  Fair  Conjurer)  ;  some  of 
the  leading  foreign  artists  that  have  vis¬ 
ited  England’s  shores  are  not  mentioned, 
as  D.  Epstein,  Kraty-Batschick,  Jacoby 
Harmes,  L.  Homme  Masque,  Original 
Wiljalba  Erikell,  etc.,  etc.  Quite  a  few 
names  are  in  the  book  that  no  more 
belong  under  the  list  of  “Notables”  than 
a  fish  belongs  to  the  mammalia. 

If  this  book  is  given  the  proper  re 
vision  't  ought  to  be  in  the  possession  of 
every  magician  in  the  world,  but  in  its 
present  form  we  cannot  recommend  its 
purchase  as  it  is  not  authentic.  If  the 
publishers  will  send  us  a  list  of  ques¬ 
tions,  we  shall  only  be  too  pleased  to 
give,  free  of  charge,  whatever  informa¬ 
tion  is  in  our  power,  as  we  have  original 
programmes  of  almost  every  magician 
that  has  played  England  since  Fawkes’ 
time,  1625. 

WOULD  THIS  INTEREST  YOUf 
{Erom  Boston  Globe.) 

Here  is  a  puzzle  that  puzzles  every¬ 
body:  Take  the  number  of  your  living 
brothers,  double  the  amount,  add  to  it 
three,  multiply  by  five,  add  to  it  the 
number  of  your  living  sisters,  multiply 
the  result  by  ten,  add  the  number  of 
deaths  of  brothers  and -subtract  150  from 
the  result.  The  right  figure  will  be  the 
number  of  deaths,  the  middle  will  be 
the  number  of  living  sisters,  and  the  left 
will  show  the  number  of  living  brothers. 
Try  it  and  see. 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

Under  this  column,  you  have  the  right 
to  make  any  complaint  against  any  one 
that  you  wish.  Perhaps  it  may  be  the 
means  of  bettering  certain  conditions 
that  exist  at  the  present  time.  We  will 
not  be  responsible  for  our  correspond¬ 
ents’  opinions. 


Pueblo,  Goh,  Dec.  5,  1906. 
Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine, 

No  278  W.  ii^th  St.,  New  York  City. 
Mr.  Editor,  Dear  Sir:  DeVoe  &  Wil¬ 
son  are  doing  Burlesque  Magic  on  the 
Crystal  Circuit.  One  man,  well  he  does 
nothing.  The  other  man  explains  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Reid  Miller. 

*  *  * 

London,  England. 

Regarding  news ;  there  was  a  meeting 
of  the  Magic  Circle  on  Tuesday,  Jan¬ 
uary  15,  at  Plotel  Tudor,  Oxford  St., 
London  W.,  at  8  o’clock. 

I  was  only  able  to  drop  in  for  a  short 
time,  so  missed  part  of  the  meeting. 

Germaine  was  present,  working  the 
stunt  of  writing  a  name  on  a  rolled  up 
cigarette  paper,  impaled  on  the  point 
of  a  pencil,  (the  paper  was  impaled  not 
Germaine)  ;  also  one  or  two  other 
pocket  tricks ;  the  work  was  wonderfully 
neat,  his  patter  good,  and  pleased  the 
boys.  Sumerville  Gibney,  well  known 
novelist  and  amateur  magician,  worked 
an  original  trick  with  cards  bearing  a 
string  of  numbers  on  each.  Among 
others  present  I  noticed  Messrs.  Nevil 
Maskelyne,  Prof.  Donn,  Chas.  Delvos, 
G.  Gordon  Powel,  C.  H.  Short,  also  Mr. 
A.  Stannard  Cubitta,  London  amateur, 
who  has  just  returned  from  the  States 
and  who  will  be  returning  there  in  about 
three  weeks. 


Chairman  of  the  meeting  was  Mr. 
Neil  Weaver,  London  correspondent  to 
Mahatma  (is  that  paper  still  in  exist¬ 
ence?)  WILFRED  C.  ZELKA. 

*  *  ^ 

From  Hayman 

London,  England. — London  is  now  in 
the  midst  of  a  Theosophic  revival ;  an 
East  Indian  by  name,  Agamya  Gurn 
Paramahamsa,  who  is  known  to  the 
elect  as  the  “Tiger  Mahatma,"^  chief 
Yogi  of  all  the  Yogi.  He  was  received 
here  a  fortnight  ago,  with  all  due  ac¬ 
claim,  and  has  taken  a  beautiful  house  in 
Margaret  St.  Cavendish  St.,  a  most  se¬ 
lect  part  of  London.  In  this  house  all 
good  and  true  Theosophists  will  gather, 
and  the  Mahatma  offers  to  these  and  to 
the  unbelievers,  the  secret  of  “How  to 
become  what  you  are,”  and  to  witness 
demonstrations  of  a  theosophic  nature 
“without  fee.”  Agamya,  etc.,  is  looked 
upon  in  India,  as  the  incarnation  of 
Krishna,  proven  by  the  fact  that  Agam¬ 
ya  has  on  his  right  foot  a  birthmark  in 
the  shape  of  a  lotus  flower, 

5|t  *  * 

New  York  will  not  see  Dr.  Bodie  next 
March  as  reported.  All  arrangements 
had  been  made  by  cable  for  the  Doctor 
to  open  in  March,  and  he  was  to  sail 
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.middle  of  February;  the  business  was 
transacted  by  Miss  Jennie  Jacobs  and 
Mr.  Harry  Day,  respectively,  represent¬ 
ing  Dr,  Bodie  in  New  York  and  London. 
The  contracts  were  duly  posted  at  New 
York,  but  were  never  received  in  Lon¬ 
don;  the  Doctor  waited  a  fortnight,  and 
not  receiving  contracts  came  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  negotiations  were  off,  and  as 
he  is  in  great  demand  in  this  country,  he 
booked  the  time  elsewhere;  I  am  ad¬ 
vised,  however,  that  new  contracts  were 
sent,  but  too  late.  Dr.  Bodie  expresses 
a  willingness  to  go  to  America  in  Oc¬ 
tober  or  November,  and  his  wishes  shall 
no  doubt  be  gratified.  His  appearance  in 
America  will  be  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Al.  H.  Woods,  the  Melo-Drama 
King. 

+  *  * 

Le  Roy  Talma  and  Bosco  are  playing 
the  current  month  at  the  Colysee  Royal 
Varieties,  Lisbon,  Portugal,  with  their 
usual  tremendous  success. 

+  *  * 

The  Mysterious  Cross  is  still  in  Lon¬ 
don,  and  a  big  hit ;  this  would  be  a  great 
act  for  America,  if  not  already  booked 
there. 

*  5i«  >): 

Week  of  January  yth,  Roland  the 
Mysterious,  played  on  the .  same  pro¬ 
gramme  with  me  at  the  Empire  Royal 
Holborn,  London.  This  is  the  first  time 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  this 
act,  and  I  will  say  it  is  the  best  copy  of 
Horace  Goldin’s  act  I  have  ever  seen. 
He  does  trick  for  trick  that  Goldin  does, 
and  some  original  stuff  interspersed;  the 
act  is  a  tremendous  success ;  after  the 
first  performance  he  was  booked  ifor 
some  i6  weeks  by  Mr.  Walter  Gibbons, 
through  Harry  Day,  Roland’s  agent. 
Last  month  Roland  appeared  in  Madrid, 
and  during  the  second  week  of  his  en¬ 
gagement  was  commanded  to  appear 


before  King  Alphonso  and  Queen  Ena, 
which  he  did. 

*  *  >1; 

Something  new  at  the  Folies  Bergere, 
Paris ;  a  turn  called  “The  Human 
Brake.”  The  act  consists  of  two  motor 
cars  and  a  strong  man;  the  motor  cars 
come  rushing  on  to  the  stage  in  opposite 
directions,  and  as  they  rush  by,  the  man 
grabs  them  and  stops  the  cars  from 
making  further  progress ;  you  can  hear 
the  motors  snorting,  and  see  the  wheels 
of  the  cars  slipping;  the  only  power 
used  in  stopping  the  cars  is  the  natural 
strength  and  power  of  the  artist’s  arms. 
What  a  Sampson  he  must  be ! 

*  Hs 

Nate  Leipzig  called  on  me  last  week, 
having  just  returned  from  South  Africa. 
His  trip  evidently  did  him  lots  of  good, 
as  he  looked  the  picture  of  health.  Nate 
told  rne  he  had  done  well  in  Africa,  and 
showed  press  notices  to  prove  it.  He 
certainly  must  have  been  a  social  success 
also,  for  he  is  just  loaded  down  with 
beautiful  presents,  which  he  received  in 
Cape  Town  and  Johannesburg.  The  one 
he  prizes  most  is  a  solid  gold  and  dia¬ 
mond  studded  match  safe,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inscription  engraved  on  one  side 
“From  Mayor  Quin  of  Jo’hiirg,  South 
Africa,  to  Nate  Leipzig,  a  good  fellow 
and  a  clever  artist.” 

*  *  =i« 

Prof.  Albini,  who  has  recently  recov¬ 
ered  frpm  an  accident  that  laid  him  up 
for  repairs  for  quite  a  few  weeks,  had 
another  accident  while  playing  at  the 
Hippodrome,  Putney;  he  was  standing 
on  the  side  of  the  stage  awaiting  his 
turn  to  go  on ;  a  short  flight  of  stairs 
was  immediately  at  his  back,  leading  to 
the  property  room ;  a  property  man 
was  carrying  down  a  bulky  piece  of 
furniture,  and  tripped  and  fell  right  on 
top  of  the  Professor.  Albini  was 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


193 


knocked  unconscious,  and  the  best  he  re¬ 
ceived  by  way  of  an  apology  when  he 
regained  his  senses  was,  “I’m  sorry.” 
Albini  was  able  to  go  on  later.  The 
“Encore”  in  commenting  on  the  acci¬ 
dent  says,  “Prof.  Albini  is  a  good  sleight 
of  hand  performer,  but  as  a  knockabout 
comedian  he  is  an  absolute  failure.” 
Cruel,  wasn’t  it? 

«  *  • 

It’s  remarkable  how  long  an  act  can 
be  booked  in  Great  Britain!  We  all 
know  of  the  long  run  Downs  and  Thurs¬ 
ton  had  at  the  Palace,  and  Houdini  at  the 
Alhambra  and  Hippodrome,  London, 
but  the  record  of  all  records  for  book¬ 
ing  or  being  booked  belongs  to  Harry 
Russon,  who  with  the  kind  assistance 
of  Harry  Day,  who  has  no  mustache  to 
deceive  you,  actually  booked  Rus¬ 
son  between  the  hours  of  5  p.  m. 
and  3  a.  m.  the  unheard  of  time  of  193 
consecutive  weeks;  four  days  later  Rus¬ 
son  signed  contracts  that  will  carry  him 
away  into  1913  with  only  7  weeks  open 
time.  Stop  and  think  of  this:  Seven 
years’  work  booked  ahead  and  all  ob¬ 
tained  in  less  than  a  week.  This  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  record  for  both  parties  con¬ 
cerned  and  the  agents  will  have  to  take 

off  their  hats  to  Day  for  this  record. 

«  «  « 

Chung  Lung  Soo  besides  mystifying 
the  audiences,  also  manages  to  give  away 
enough  to  eat  to  satisfy  the  most  fastid¬ 
ious,  so  the  advertisements  exclaim  1  On 
beholding  the  Chink  work  I  noted  that 
he  performs  the  rice  and  water  trick 
with  the  two  bowls ;  instead  of  produc¬ 
ing  water  he  produces  hot  tea,  and  pass¬ 
es  it  amongst  the  audience.  He  next 
produces  a  large  orange  tree,  and  from 
it  real  live  oranges,  and  throws  them 
into  the  audience,  where  they  are 
grabbed  and  stripped  out  of  their  yel¬ 
low  strait  jackets  and  eaten. 

Joseph  Hayman. 


George  Mervyll,  Manager  of  the 
trained  monkey,  “Jean,”  has  been  in¬ 
forming  managers  that  “Jean”  will  soon 
do  a  regulation  magician’s  performance, 
and  is  the  first  monkey  that  has  ever 
been  trained  to  present  magic  tricks.  I 
cannot  agree  with  Mr.  Mervyll,  for 
monkeys  have  been  doing  magic  tricks 
many  years;  in  fact  there  was  a  magi¬ 
cian  in  Pasau  some  time  ago  that  ought 
to  have  been  arrested.  He  did  not 
travel  with  a  keeper  or  manager,  and 
managed  to  get  along  very  well,  but  with 
his  boorish  manners  and  uncouth  speech 
he  soon  will  be  placed  in  a  cage  where 
he  belongs. 

:t:  *  >>: 

Ralston,  the  colored  mystifier,  landed 
in  Berlin,  and  was  astonished  to  find  out 
that  he  would  not  be  admitted  to  the 
Cafe  of  the  Victoria  Cafe,  as  two  Amer¬ 
ican  colored  men  started  a  “Ruction” 
and  tried  to  clean  out  the  place ;  but 
“Germany  to  the  front”  was  the  cry  and 
although  the  colored  artists  from  Amer¬ 
ica  cried  in  vain  “Hey  Rube”  they  were 
ignominiously  ejected  on  the  broad  Un- 
ter  den  Linden.  This  Cafe  now  stands 
unique  as  being  the  first  place  to  refuse 
admittance  to  a  colored  person,  for  as 
we  all  know  in  Europe  the  negroes  are 
treated  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
whites ;  many  arguments  take  place, 
when  some  hot  natured  American  lands 
in  Germany,  and  finds  himself  seated  at 
the  same  table  with  a  big  buck  colored 
man.  But  in  this  country  it  is  wise  to 
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start  no  arguments,  as  you  will  be  in  the 
wrong, 

*  ♦  * 

Miloska,  the  Sorcerer,  assisted  by 
Prof.  Balsoma  managed  to  get  away 
with  their  15  days  salary,  but  the  man¬ 
ager  yelled  “Police.”  Their  act  will 

stand  a  lot  of  improving. 

^  !(.- 

Marco  Belly  appeared  at  the  Apollo 
Theatre,  Dusseldorf,  introducing  some 
new  tricks.  If  you  don’t  believe  it  read 
his  letter  head. 

*  * 

Clemont  DeLion  made  quite  a  hit  at 
the  Apollo  Halle  in  Salle,  so  much  so 
that  the  opposition  manager  of  the 
“Suchmilche  Halle”  engaged  Adrian 
Sheldon,  another  billiard  ball  manipu¬ 
lator. 

*  Jf: 

A  man  calling  himself  Mahatma  was 
billed  at  the  Etoile  Palace  in  Paris,  but 
I  cannot  find  out  who  he  is. 

*  sf:  s.- 

DeBiere  has  been  touring  France,  but 
things  did  not  turn  out  as  expected,  and 
I  think  he  will  shortly  return  to  Eng¬ 
land. 

«  «  « 

Renk,  who  has  been  having  a  run  of 
14  weeks  in  St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  is 
advertised  as  an  American  Illusionist, 
but  he  positively  cannot  speak  one  word 
of  English. 

*  *  * 

There  is  a  warrant  out  for  the  arrest 
of  Heinrich  Niedrach,  Magician  and  Il¬ 
lusionist.  He  has  simply  made  himself 
vanish,  as  it  was  time  for  him  to  enter 
the  armyi  for  two  years.  Neidrach,  with 
whom  I  am  well  acquainted,  is  very 
clever  with  vanishing  drinking  glasses. 
His  great  trick  is  to  order  a  glass  of 
beer,  drink  the  beer,  and  then  apparently 
throw  the  glass  on  the  floor.  He  throws 
the  glass  into  a  large  pocket  which  he 


has  specially  -  made  on  the  outside  of 
his  coat,  and  it  is  the  cleanest  move  I 
have  ever  seen  any  magician  do.  The 
Police  will  pay  a  reward  of  20  marks 
($5)  for  his  arrest  or  information  that 
will  lead  to  his  arrest. 

jj<  ^ 

Hartma  the  German  Magician  is  still 
going  around  and  doing  his  old  tricks 
with  the  same  old  smile.  He  manages 
to  work  all  the  time,  while  several  ma¬ 
gicians  that  I  know  who  are  his  superior, 
are  waiting  at  tables  half  the  time. 

* 

Something  must  be  wrong  with  the 
Berlin  Passage  Panopticon,  they  have 
not  presented  a  new  illusion  in  6  months. 
What’s  the  matter  Heinemann,  nothing 
coming  along  worth  copying? 

^  >fc  ^ 

Carl  Wilmann  once  promised  that  he 
would  publish  his  Zauber-welt  every 
once  in  a  while,  but  evidently  that  once 
in  a  while  has  not  arrived  yet.  Several 
of  us  members  of  the  Carl  Wilmann  So¬ 
ciety  of  Magicians  would  like' to  hear 
from  you  once  in  a  while. 

He  jfj  >ic 

Horster-Conradi  is  rapidly  coming  to 
the  front  in  Berlin  as  the  best  instructor 
of  the  Art  of  Mystery  that  Germany  has 
seen  in  some  time.  At  least  up  to  the 
present  time  he  has  made  good  all  his 
promises. 

^  :)! 

Ben  Ali  Bey  who  is  the  inventor  of 
Black  Art,  is  still-  merrily  traveling  and 
making  a  nice  living. 

*  5k  * 

Mons,  Cazaneuve  is  in  Asia ;  although 
becoming  quite  an  old  man,  he  is  still 
rated  as  being  very  clever. 

*  *  * 

At  one  of  the  yearly  Fairs  in  Ham¬ 
burg,  in  one  of  the  numerous  “Ten 
Pfenning”  shows,  a  lady  was  going  to 
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show  the  Mermaid  illusion.  Right  in 
the  midst  of  the  lecture  a  small  insignifi¬ 
cant  mouse  entered  the  building,  (pos¬ 
sibly  being  attracted  by  the  grandilo¬ 
quent  lecturer)  and  when  beheld  by  the 
“Mermaid”  who  was  safely  encased  be¬ 
hind  two  mirrors,  Miss  Mermaid  ut¬ 
tered  a  scream,  and  to  the  astonishment 
of  the  spectators,  arose  and  ran  behind  a 
friendly  fat  man  that  happened  to  be  in 
the  crowd,  and  obligingly  fainted  away. 
After  being  revived  she  entered  the 

space  she  had  vacated,  in  full  view  of 

the  audience,  and  the  lecturer  proceeded 
as  if  nothing  had  happened.  It  takes 
Germany  to  take  things  stoically. 

*  *  ❖ 

Paolo  Uferini  is  traveling  about  with 
his  own  Zauber-Theatre  and  has  made 
quite  a  lot  of  money  in  the  Magic  busi¬ 
ness. 

*  *  ^ 

William  Steckenorf  was  arrested  and 

fined  5  marks  in  Strassburg  last  week 
for  “Manners  unbecoming  a  gentleman” 
in  a  public  restaurant.  He  burnt  his 
mouth  with  some  hot  soup,  and  started 
in  to  roundly  curse  the  proprietor, 
Johan  Schenkes,  who  promptly  had  him 
arrested.  The  strange  part  of  this  turns 
out  to  be  that  Steckenorf  is  known  as 
“Biscknoff,  Der  unverbrennbare 
Mensch”  (The  human  being  that  cannot 
be  burnt)  ;  he  also  delights  in  swallow¬ 
ing  molten  lead  etc.,  but  he  failed  to 
make  good  with  the  hot  soup. 

if:  * 

Rumor  has  it  that  Maskelyne  &  De- 
vant  are  going  to  send  out  a  number  two 
company  to  travel  through  Germany. 

*  *  * 

Bruno  Schenk  is  busy  trying  to  per¬ 
suade  himself  that  he  can  do  well  in 
America.  I  think  he  could,  if  he  were 
handled  properly,  as  some  of  his  ma¬ 
terial  is  very  good. 


Ziska  and  King  at  Keith’s  Theatre,  and  as 
usual  made  their  hit.  The  oftener  you  see 
them  the  better  you  get  to  like  their  act. 
Ziska  looks  like  a  dashing  warrior  bold,  and 
King — well,  he  is  certainly  droll.  The  two 
men  are  well  mated.  Ziska  is  there  with  the 
“bull  con,”  and  King  the  quiet  “kidder.” 

*  * 

We  note  that  Sime  of  the  Variety  gives 
Chefalo,  the  Italian  magician,  some  good  ad¬ 
vice.  Chefalo  has  been  told  repeatedly  to  cut 
his  talking,  as  he  cannot  be  understood,  even 
by  those  standing  in  the  wings.  The  quicker 
he  cuts  his  chattering,  the  quicker  will  he  be 
placed  in  the  ranks  as  a  clever  entertainer. 
His  work  is  all  right,  and  he  has  that  pecu¬ 
liar  foreign  appearance  that  always  aids  a 
performer. 

Anna  Eva  Fay  did  verj"^  well  in  Chicago 
at  the  Majestic. 

^  * 

Herr  Jansen  Company  made  good  at  the 
Lyric  Theatre  in  Altoona,  Pa. 

^  ^  ^ 

Some  of  the  newspapers  speak  of  Randion 
as  being  a  Hindoo  conjurer.  Such  is  not  the 
case.  Randion  is  a  Hindoo  born  without 
arms  or  lower  limbs,  and  is  the  latest  freak 
to  invade  America.  It  would  be  a  good  idea 
for  him  to  do  magic  tricks,  some  that  re¬ 
quire  only  the  pulling  of  a  string  by  con¬ 
cealed  accomplices.  Buchinger,  in  1700,  a 
German,  also  born  that  way,  was  advertised 
largely  as  “sleight  of  hand  man.” 

♦  *  * 

So  much  talk  has  been  going  on  about 
Jean  Bedini’s  alleged  stealing,  or  what  he 
is  said  to  be  stealing,  Fred  Kamo’s  “Night  in 
the  Music  Halls,”  but  we  never  see  or  even 
hear  of  any  one  being  accused  of  stealing 
Harry  Houdini’s  brain  work  and  originations. 
There  ought  to  be  a  law  that  would  protect 
an  artist  from  these  parasites  that  wait  until 
some  one  presents  something  new,  and  then 
imitate  it,  and  add  insult  to  injury  by  claiming 
that  they  originated  the  idea,  and  that  the 
actual  originator  is  the  pilferer. 
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Windecker,  the  Chicago  conjurer,  is  back 
home  after  a  tour  with  the  Otto  Floto  show 
ill  Mexico.  When  Windecker  was  with  Ro- 
tcrberg,  several  years  ago,  he  gave  promise  of 
becoming  one  of  the  best  conjurers,  but  up 
tw  the  present  time  he  has  not  kept  his  prom- 
ife.  What’s  the  matter,  Windecker;  too  much 
wind? 

*  ^ 

Hornmann  still  busy  with  his  mysterious 
“Doings.”  Wonder  what  he  is  doing  in 
I'rooklyn  all  his  Sundays.  Hope  he  wakes 
up  Fritz. 

*  * 

Frederick  Melville  is  hot  on  the  trail  of 
s^me  one  who  reported  in  America  that  his 
act  was  a  failure,  and  to  prove  that  the  per¬ 
formance  of  La  Moto  Girl  was  a  decided  hit 
and  a  huge  draw,  he  is  busily  advertising  a 
letter  that  Manager  Harry  Rickards  has 
given  him  in  which  Mr.  Rickards  goes  on  to 
say,  among  other  things,  that  La  Moto  Girl 
is  the  most  genuine  novelty  that  he  has  ever 
imported  into  Australia.  Miss  Doris  Chert- 
ney  is  highly  complimented.  The  Moto  Girl 
sails  for  Colombo,  India,  opening  January 
zoth  for  a  nine  months’  contract  with  Fitz¬ 
gerald  Bros.’  Circus,  touring  through  India 
and  China. 

*  *  * 

Mena  Tekle,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Berol  Highnesses,  has  made  a  record.  The 
only  mystery  act  which  has  ever  been  placed 
beiorc  the  public  that  has  not  found  a  host 
of  imif^tors.  The  act  is  a  success,  but  still 
>o  cue  has  been  able  to  present  it  in  the  man- 
•  er  rh.<t  it  is  new  being  exploited,  and  all 
due  credit  must  be  given  to  the  Berol  outfit 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  taken  the 
trick  and  kept  it  the  headline  attraction  of 
the  Great  Orpheum  Show. 

*  4:  4: 

Carl  Hertz  received  a  letter  from  Horace 
Goldin’s  solicitors  warning  him  not  to  do  the 
illusion  called  “The  Bridal  Chamber,”  inform¬ 
ing  him  that  they  would  enjoin  him  (Hertz) 
from  producing  the  trick.  Wonder  how 
many  tricks  would  be  left  in  Goldin’s  act  if 
he  would  be  enjoined  from  doing  other 
people’s  ideas. 

«  *  * 

Who  is  the  London  firm  that  sold  a  Con¬ 
tinental  magician  the  “Devant  Burmese 
Gong,”  and  in  such  a  bungling  manner  that 
“I  want  my  money  back”  is  all  the  conjurer  is 
saying? 


A  would-be  editor  of  a  magical  monthly 
catalogue  is  claiming  that  he  is  the  originator 
of  the  Nelson  Downs  Coin  Wand.  Tom’s 
patent  number  of  wand  is  11,901,  so  there  is 
no  question  as  to  who  is  the  - ! 

*  *  * 

At  the  October  meeting  of  the  Magic  Circle 
one  member  resigned  whose  name  starts  with 
a  “G.”  David-  Devant’s  remarks,  when  the 
•  resignation  was  accepted,  were  forceful  but 
even  then  weaker  than  the  man  deserves. 

*  *  * 

Variety  credits  The  Psychromancer  as  be¬ 
ing  the  feature  that  has  proven  all  his  claims 
by  holding  the  audience  spellbound  during  his 
performance.  The  correspondent  further 
says  he  was  the  biggest  drawing  card  of  the 
season  at  Altoona,  Pa. 

*  *  * 

W.  D.  Leroy  has  received  an  interesting 
clipping  from  the  Melbourne  Punch  from 
his  correspondent,  Robert  Kudarz,  which 
states  that  the  Salambos,  of  electrical  fame  are 
running  an  American  ‘‘Dreamland”  resort. 

sic  *  * 

Ralph  Lukenbach  tried  to  show  the  natives 
of  Colwyn,  Pa.,  how  easy  it  was  to  escape 
out  of  handcuffs,  so  allowed  a  cigar  store 
merchant  to  lock  an  old  manacle  around  his 
wrists. 

After  breaking  several  chairs  in  trying  to 
knock  them  off  his  wrists'  he  failed,  and  the 
key  not  being  found  the  cuffs  had  to  be  filed 
off.  It  was  then  discovered  that  the  cuffs 
had  never  been  locked. 

sK  :(c  s): 

E.  J.  Norris,  who  calls  his  lady  assistant 
Sirronje,  which  is  his  name  spelled  back¬ 
wards,  ought  to  behave  and  stop  sending  out 
lying  material,  or  some  day  he  will  wake  up 
and  find  himself  back  to  his  old  job,  waiting 
on  tables. 

*  :1c  * 

Volta,  the  Electrical  Wonder,  is  on  the 
Keith  tour. 

He  He  * 

Diamonds  and  other  jewels  valued  at 
$3,500  were  found  hidden  in  an  old  trunk  in 
the  home  of  the  late  Charles  Tripler  of  Man- 
hasset,  L.  L,  discoverer  of  a  method  for  mak¬ 
ing  large  quantities  of  liquid  air  at  small  cost 
The  find  was  made  by  Mr.  Tripler’s  son,  L 
B.  Tripler,  who  was  appointed  administrator 
and  is  heir  to  all  of  the  Tripler  estate. 
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The  son  knew  nothing  of  the  presence  of 
these  valuables  until  he  opened  the  trunk  in 
order  to  make  an  inventory  of  the  estate  of 
the  dead  scientist.  The  older  Mr.  Tripler 
also  left  considerable  real  estate  to  his  son. 

^  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Frederick  Roche  of  Boston  writes  that 
Matzoni  exhibited  “Aga”  at  Walker’s  Mu¬ 
seum,  and  that  the  entire  mechanism  could 
easily  be  seen  by  the  audience;  that  William 
Baker,  a  pupil  of  S.  Wilson  Bailey,  gave  a 
performance  at  the  Cambridge  Y.  M.  C.  A. ; 
that  W.  D.  Leroy  also  entertained  at  the  same 
hall,  only  on  another  night;  that  a  lot  of  us 
fellows  sat  in  the  gallery  taking  a  look. 
Question — What  did  Leroy  think?  Answer — 
What  did  we  fellows  think? 

A  man  named  Cans  (not  the  colored 
tighter)  escaped  from  a  straitjacket,  and  the 
greatest  wonder  was  that  it  did  not  fall  off 
before  he  wriggled  out  of  it. 

That  Ottura,  a  Japanese  lady  magician, 
gave  hourly  seances  at  Austin  &  Stone’s. 

That  Quigley’s  “Better  than  Houdini”  man 
exhibited  his  prowess,  or  rather  his  lack  of 
ability,  at  the  Boston  Theatre,  one  Sunday 
night  and  made  a  laughing  (?)  hit.  If  you 
don’t  believe  it,  ask  Maccaron. 

Serious  Jlccidents  to  Houdini 
Imitators. 

From  The  North  American,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

After  enduring  five  excruciating  minutes 
in  a  tightly  nailed  packing  box,  g-year-old 
David  Brasher,  of  2000  South  Fifth  street, 
the  latest  rival  of  Houdini,  was  chopped  out 
last  night  by  a  number  of  boys  who  had  dared 
him  to  try  the  feat. 

Spying  the  box,  which  was  in  front  of  a 
store  in  Fifth  street.  Brasher  said : 

“If  I  was  nailed  in  that  I  could  get  out  of 
it  just  as  easy  as  Houdini  did.” 

Taking  him  at  his  word,  three  of  the  boys 
got  hatchets  and  nails  and  boxed  him  up. 
There  were  some  heavy  thumps  on  the  inside 
and  then  piteous  wails  for  help.  The  audi¬ 
ence  attacked  the  box  with  axes. 

When  the  boy  was  dragged  out  from  the 
box  a  splinter  four  inches  long  was  pro¬ 
truding  from  his  abdomen.  The  youngster 
was  taken  to  the  Mount  Sinai  Hospital,  where 
the  lumber  was  removed  by  Dr.  H.  S.  Emil. 

From  The  Gazette  Times,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Rochester,  Pa.,  Jan.  t8. — “This  will  be  the 
last  box  I  will  ever  get  out  of  in  Rochester,” 
declared  “Raymond,  the  Handcuff  King,”  at 


the  theater  here  to-night  before  he  entered  a 
strong  box  which  had  to  be  broken  open  by 
stage  attendants  almost  an  hour  later,  when 
Raymond’s  apparently  dead  body  was  carried 
from  the  stage. 

Raymond  appeared  here  six  weeks  ago  and 
drew  such  crowds  by  liis  magic  and  bursting 
of  handcuffs  and  boxes  that  he  duplicated 
his  performance  this  week.  At  the  magician’s 
request  last  night  six  well-known  citizens 
mounted  the  stage  and  constructed  a  box 
from  planks,  two  inches  thick,  using  heavy 
spikes.  Raymond  was  then  manacled  and 
tied  with  heavy  ropes  as  in  previous  exhibi¬ 
tions  and  placed  in  the  box  which  was  nailed 
up. 

“Don’t  be  stingy  with  the  nails,”  shouted 
Raymond  from  the  inclosure. 

His  advice  was  taken.  For  20  minutes 
there  was  absolute  silence  in  the  auditorium. 
Then  the  nervous  strain  of  the  audience  in¬ 
creased  until  finally  there  were  exclamations 
of  terror.  It  was  evident  that  Raymond  had 
at  last  been  beaten  and  the  box  was  torn 
open.  The  “handcuff  king,”  with  rope  and 
manacles  intact,  was  found  unconscious. 

Women  fainted  or  shrieked.  Raymond’s 
wife,  who  had  been  standing  in  the  wings, 
fell  in  a  swoon.  The  magician  was  taken  to 
the  hospital  where  he  later  revived.  Had  he 
been  left  in  the  box  five  minutes  longer,  it  is 
said,  he  would  have  smothered  to  death. 


Burke,  Oakland. — We  hold  the  recipe  of  the 
vanishing  ink,  also  how  to  cause  the  paper  to 
crumble.  Take  ordinary  paper;  first  steep  it 
in  sulphuric  acid,  diluted  according  to  the 
intended  durability  and  it  is  then  dried  and 
glazed,  the  acid  being  partially  neutralized  by 
ammonia  vapor.  The  material  is  adapted  for 
temporary  use.  Sooner  or  later  the  paper 
must  fall  to  pieces,  and  this  is  a  good  thing 
to  know  if  you  wish  your  letters  to  be  de¬ 
stroyed. 

*  *  « 

B.  W.  Brussles, — We  do  not  know  if  A. 
Lewis  copied  his  material  or  part  of  his 
Modern  Magic  or  More  Magic  from  the 
French  books  of  J.  H.  Ponsin.  Ponsin’s  books 
were  published  in  1853-4  in  two  volumes  and 
were  called  “Nouvelle  Magie  Blanche  Devoi- 
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lee,”  Published  by  A.  Delahays,  Paris,  France. 
Yes,  Prof.  Hoffmann’s  name  is  A.  Lewis. 
Perhaps  Prof.  Hoffmann  would  kindly  answer 
your  letter  through  our  columns. 

Modern  Magic  was  only  first  published  in 
1877.  Ponsin’s  book  was,  therefore,  in  the 
world  before  Hoffmann’s. 

*  *  * 

Limerick. — Yes,  the  Fays  were  booked  at 
the  Oxford  at  the  salary  of  £200  ($1,000) 
weekly,  but  then  they  had  to  give  a  matinee 
alone  each  day  and  without  being  assisted  by 
the  regular  performers.  That  is  the  largest 
salary  ever  paid  to  any  mystery  act  in  Eng¬ 
land  on  its  first  appearance. 

*  *  * 

Winters. — Our  correspondent,  Herr  Fisch¬ 
er,  sent  in  his  letter  and  we  published  same. 
We  met  Leon  Hermann  in  Boston,  and  he 
objected  to  the  information  being  sent,  but 
promised  full  particulars  of  the  family  tree 
of  the  Hermann  family.  He  even  mentioned 
Samuel  Hermann,  the  father  of  Compars,  but 
up  to  the  present  date  Leon  Hermann  has 
not  sent  us  the  material.  Let  us  hope  that 
after  this  reaches  his  eye  he  will  send  in 
the  promised  matter. 

*  *  * 

Z.  Z.,  Salford,  England. — You  are  greatly 
mistaken ;  the  party  you  mean  cannot  be 
Harry  Whiteley,  as  we  happen  to  know  him 
personally,  and  have  always  found  him  up¬ 
right  and  honest.  You  can  see  him  personally, 
as  he  lives  in  Manchester,  86  Medlock  street. 
The  man  to  whom  you  refer  is  a  greatly  dis¬ 
liked  fakir  residing  in  London. 

^  5{f  * 

Childs,  Leeds. — Yes,  he  is  a  great  admirer 
of — himself. 

Edwards,  Akron,  O. — Can’t  you  fellows 

ever  become  accustomed  to  the  fact  of  one 
man  doing  better  than  the  other?  If  you  want 
our  candid  opinion,  you  are  a  jealous  “stiff,” 
and  we  will  not  publish  this  derogatory  news, 
as  it  seems  like  spite  work  on  your  part  to 
injure  the  party  in  question. 

*  *  * 

James  O’Rielly,  Skowhegan,  Me. — How  you 
ever  received  the  Magazine  is  a  mystery.  Bet¬ 
ter  take  it  by  the  year  and  make  sure  of  it. 
*  *  * 

Harrell,  Waltham. — ’Tis  pleasant  to  receive 
a  letter  like  yours  once  in  a  while.  Brings 
along  a  little  sunshine. 


*  4:  * 

Elias  M.  Rogoff,  Cleveland,  O. — Keith’s 
Circuit  will  pay  any  salary  that  is  asked  for, 
if  the  magician  draws  money  to  the  house. 
We  have  personally  been  on  programmes 
with  two  different  magicians,  one  drawing  a 
small  salary,  the  other  drawing  a  very  good 
salary.  Salaries  are  paid  according  to  de¬ 
mand.  Let  us  say  Keith  pays  from  $2, coo 
per  week  down  to  $25.  No  salary  is  too 
large — if  you  can  get  it. 

*  * 

Augustus  Rapp. — Letter  received.  Hope 
the  better  half  gets  better.  Hope  to  see  you 
ere  we  sail  to  Europe. 

*  * 

F.  Tibby. — Thanks.  Send  all  the  clippings 
that  3'ou  think  will  interest. 

=|:  *  ^ 

St.  Albian,  Melbourne. — You  stop  your 
“kidding” ;  try  it  on  some  one  else.  We  are 
so  used  to  such  “rot”  that  you  did  not  even 
make  us  titter. 

*  *  * 

Robert  Gifford.  —  Received  programme. 
Read  it  and  save  your  money. 

*  * 

M.  F.  Platt,  Cincinnati,  O. — You  must,  first 
of  all,  rub  white  wax  on  reverse  side  of 
paper  intended  for  use.  Ground  graphite  is 
generally  used.  There  is  a  firm  on  Broad¬ 
way  that  sells  the  photos  in  question,  but 
should  this  meet  the  eye  of  any  one  possess¬ 
ing  photos  of  Hermann  and  Kellar,  he  can 
sell  one  of  each  to  Mr.  Platt,  whose  address 
is  327  Walnut  street,  Cincinnati,  O. 

*  *  * 

Harvey  Emmett,  Spokane,  Wash. — Your 
news  notes  received,  but  too  late  for  Janu¬ 
ary  issue,  and  ’twill  be  too  old  for  Febru¬ 
ary  number.  Thank  you  just  the  same. 

*  *  * 

Geo.  A.  Renna. — We  cannot,  in  justice  to 
the  Howard  Brothers,  even  give  you  a  hint 
as  to  their  work ;  if  you  are  interested  you 
must  get  up  a  code  yourself;  perhaps  the 
second-sight  article  in  the  Robert  Houdin 
material  may  give  you  a  hint. 

♦  *  * 

Wm.  Jaques,  Norfolk,  Va. — The  method 
used  by  his  imitators  for  escaping  from  a 
packing  case  will  be  exposed  in  the  Hand¬ 
cuff  Secrets  Exposed  article. 

*  *  * 

More  letters  remain  to  be  answered. 
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H  O  C  V  S 

P  O  C  V  s 

I  V  N  I O  R- 

The  AnMomie  of 

LEGERDEMAIN. 

O  R, 

The  Art  of  lugling  fct  forth  in  bis  proper  colours,  fally, 
plainly,  andexaftly,  fo  that  an  ijporantpeifon  may  thereby 
learn  the  full  periedion  of the  lwe,ahcr  a  little  pta^e. 

Vnto  cadt  Tricke  &  added  die  figure,  vdiere  it  is  necdfuU 

forii^lruttoD, 

Thefectnd  EtUthn,  with  mmtjttdditHnt, 

Prribt  aibili  qutm  Lihil  facet  e. 


{Continued) 

To  seem  to  swallow  a  long  pudding  made 
of  tin. 

This  pudding  must  be  made  of  tin, 
consisting  of  twelve  or  thirteen  little 
hoops  made  as  in  the  figure  following, 
so  as  they  may  almost  seem  to  fall  one 
through  another,  having  little  holes  made 
at  the  biggest  end  thereof,  that  it  may 
not  hurt  your  mouth,  hold  this  pudding 
( for  so  it  is  called)  privately  in  your  left 
hand,  with  the  hole  end  uppermost,  and 
with  your  right  hand  take  a  ball  out  of 
your  pocket,  and  say,  “If  here  is  ever 
a  maid,  that  has  lost  her — or  an 
old  woman  that  is  out  of  conceit 
with  herself,  because  her  neighbors  deem 
her  not  so  young  as  she  would  be,  let 
them  come  to  me,  for  this  ball  is  a  pres¬ 
ent  remedy:”  then  seem  to  put  the  ball 
into  your  left  hand,  but  let  it  slip  into 


your  lap,  and  clap  your  pudding  into 
your  mouth,  which  will  be  thought  to  be 
the  ball  that  you  showed  them ;  then  de¬ 


cline  your  head,  and  open  your  mouth, 
and  the  pudding  will  slip  down  at  its  full 
length,  which  with  your  right  hand  you 
may  strike  it  into  your  mouth  again,  do¬ 
ing  this  three  or  four  times,  then  you 
may  discharge  it  into  your  hand,  and 
clap  it  into  your  pocket  without  any  sus¬ 
picion,  by  making  three  or  four  wry  faces 
after  it,  as  though  it  stuck  in  your  throat, 
and  if  you  practice  smiting  easily  upon 
your  throat  with  your  fist  on  each  side, 
the  pudding  will  seem  to  chink;  as  if  it 
were  lying  there;  then  say,  “Thus  they 
eat  puddings  in  High  Germany,  they 
fling  it  down  their  throats  before  their 
teeth  can  take  possession  of  it.” 

To  Seem  to  Eat  Knives  and  Forks. 

Desire  any  one  of  the  spectators  to 
lend  you  a  knife,  which  when  you  get 
hold  of,  so  that  you  may  cover  the  whole 
with  both  hands,  the  end  of  the  haft  ex¬ 
cepted,  and  setting  the  point  to  your 
eye,  saying,  “Somebody  strike  it  with 
your  fist,”  but  nobody  will,  because  it 
is  so  dangerous  a  thing;  then  setting 
your  hand  on  the  side  of  the  table  and 
looking  about  you,  ask,  “What,  will  no¬ 
body  strike  it  in?”  in  which  time  let  the 
knife  slip  into  your  lap,  then  make  as  if 
you  chop  it  hastily  into  your  mouth,  or 
to  hold  it  with  one  hand,  and  to  strike 
it  in  with  the  other  nimbly,  making  three 
or  four  wry  faces,  saying,  “Some  drink, 
some  drink,”  or  else,  “Now  let  some¬ 
body  put  his  finger  into  my  mouth,  and 
pull  it  out  again,”  some  will  cry,  “You 
will  bite  me,”  say,  “I  will  assure  you  I 
will  not:”  then  when  he  has  put  his 
finger  in,  he  will  pull  it  out  and  cry, 
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“There  is  nothing;”  this  is  time  suffici¬ 
ent  to  convey  the  knife  into  your  pocket ; 
then  say,  “Why,  you  have  your  finger 
again.”  So  by  this  means  you  may  swal¬ 
low  knives  and  forks. 

To  Put  a  Lock  upon  a  Man’s  Mouth. 

You  must  have  a  lock  made  for  this 
purpose,  according  to  the  figure;  one 
side  if  its  bow  must  be  immovable,  as 
that  marked  with  A,  the  other  side  is 
noted  with  B,  and  must  be  pinned  to  the 
body  of  the  lock,  as  appears  at  E,  I  say 
it  must  be  so  pinned  that  it  may  play  to 
and  fro  with  ease;  this  side  of  the  bow 
must  have  a  leg  as  at  C,  and  then  turn 
it  into  the  lock;  this  leg  must  have  two 


notches  filled  in  the  inner  side,  which 
must  be  so  ordered,  that  one  may  lock 
or  hold  the  two  sides  of  the  bow  as  close 
together  as  may  be,  and  the  other  notch 
to  hold  the  said  part  of  the  bow  a  pro¬ 
portionable  distance  asunder,  that  being 
locked  upon  the  cheek,  it  may  neither 
pinch  too  hard,  nor  yet  hold  it  so  slight 
that  it  may  be  drawn  ofif ;  let  there  be  a 
key  fixed  to  it,  to  unlock  it,  as  you  see 
at  D,  and  lastly,  let  the  bow  have  divers 
notches  filled  in  it,  so  that  the  place  of 


the  partition  when  the  lock  is  shut  home, 
will  the  least  of  all  be  suspected  in  the 
use  of  the  lock;  you  must  get  one  to 
hold  a  tester  edge  long  between  his 
teeth,  then  take  another  tester,  and  with 
your  left  hand'  proffer  to  set  it  edge¬ 
ways  between  a  second  man’s  teeth,  pre¬ 
tending  that  your  intent  is  to  turn  both 
into  which  of  their  mouths  they  shall  de¬ 
sire,  by  virtue  of  your  words :  which  he 
shall  no  sooner  consent  to  do,  but  you 
by  holding  your  lock  privately  in  your 
right  hand,  with  your  fore-finger  may 
flip  it  over  his  cheek,  and  lock  it  by 
pressing  your  fore-finger  a  little  down, 
after  some  store  of  words,  and  the  lock 
having  hung  on  a  while,  seem  to  pull  the 
key  out  of  his  nose. 

You  may  have  these  locks  neatly  made, 
at  my  house,  near  the  watch-house,  on 
little  Tower-hill,  Postern-row,  a  book¬ 
seller’s  shop. 

Plow  to  Show  the  Magic  Bell  and  Bushel. 

This  feat  may  well  be  called  magical, 
for  really  it  is  very  amazing,  if  it  be 
well  handled.  This  device  was  never 
known  to  the  public  before. 

This  bushel  must  be  turned  neatly  like 
unto  the  egg-boxes,  so  that  they  cannot 
find  out  where  it  opens,  and  you  must 
have  a  false  lid  to  clap  on  and  off,  and 
upon  that  false  lid  glue  some  bird-seed, 
and  then  you  must  have  a  true  lid  made 
to  clap  neatly  upon  the  false  one,  now 
you  must  have  your  artificial  bell  to 
show  with  your  bushel. 

You  may  make  your  bell  with  wood, 
or  brass,  your  bell  must  be  made  to  un¬ 
screw  at  the  top,  that  it  may  hold  as 
much  seed  as  your  bushel  will  when 
it  is  filled,  and  you  must  have  the  handle 
of  your  bell  made  with  a  spring,  so  as 
to  let  the  seed  fall  down  at  your  word 
of  command. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


HANDCUFF  SECRETS 
EXPOSED 


{copyright,  1906,  BY  HARRY  HOUDINI.) 

The  following  material  was  first  in¬ 
tended  for  a  book  and  was  written  by 
the  author,  during  his  tour  in  Great 
Britain,  in  response  to  the  thousands  of 
letters  received  requesting  light  on  the 
easy  methods  adopted  by  his  numerous 
imitators.  Not  having  had  the  required 
time  the  book  was  not  published ;  but  as 
it  seems  to  find  a  fitting  place  in  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  Monthly  Magazine,  it  will  appear 
in  monthly  instalments.  In  reading  the 
various  instalments,  please  bear  in  mind 
that  it  was  written  to  appear  in  book 
form. 

This  will  be  the  most  exhaustive  ar¬ 
ticle  ever  published  on  this  peculiar  mode 
of  entertainment. 


zui 

(Continued.) 

After  I  had  gathered  in  the  reward, 
it  was  reduced  to  $50,  and  now  the 
cuff  is  looked  upon  as  not  being  invincible 
with  the  exception  of  certain  makes  that 
are  being  used  by  the  United  States 
Government,  and  several  pair  now  being 
used  by  my  brother,  Theo.  Hardeen, 
who  at  present  is  touring  Great  Britain. 

Capt.  E.  D.  Bean  was  born  in  Hollis, 
Alaine,  July  29th,  1838.  He  gained  his 
rank  as  captain  during  the  Civil  War  in 
the  United  States,  1861-1865.  Was  on 
the  police  department  service  over  ten 
years,  and  during  all  this  time  worked 
faithfully  perfecting  all  the  restraint  im¬ 
plements  for  the  use  of  the  police  de¬ 
partment,  and  through  his  efforts,  the 


Capt.  E.  D.  Bean,  inventor  of  Police  Re¬ 
straints  bearing  his  name, 
handcuff  became  a  practical  police  in¬ 
strument.  At  the  present  moment  he  is 
busy  working  on  a  sort  of  a  thumb  clip, 
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which  when  completed  will  be  about  the 
second  lightest  restraint  in  use  by  the 
police  department.  He  is  hale  and 
hearty,  and  let  us  hope  that  the  captain 
will  be  with  us  a  good  many  years.  He 
resides  in  Boston,  Mass.  The  lightest 
restraint  in  actual  use  is  the  Thumb 


Thumb  Cuff. 


Cuff,  and  from  illustration  you  can  see 
just  exactly  what  it  is,  and  how  it  is 
used.  Mr.  P.  C.  Holland,  the  great 
criminalogist  of  Chicago  and  editor  of 
“The  Detective,”  informs  me  that  this 
thumb  cuff  was  invented  i6  years  ago, 


Thumb  Screw  used  in  the  Bastile,  Paris 


and  that  the  inventor  died  on  his  re¬ 
turn  from  Washington  after  having  had 
his  patent  granted. 

Thumb  screws  have  been  in  use  a 


great  many  years,  and  were  the  most  fre¬ 
quent  in  use  at  the  Spanish  Inquisition, 
and  at  the  French  Bastile. 

In  freeing  yourself  from  the  old-time 
thumb  screws  it  is  not  a  difficult  matter 
to  open  the  smaller  locks  used,  for  with 
very  little  practice  with  a  common  lock- 
picker,  you  can  easily  open  all  locks 
capable  of  being  hung  on  the  thumb 
screws.  Will  illustrate  different  lock 
pickers  in  a  future  number. 

A  Few  Facts  Regarding  American  Man¬ 
acles. 

As  the  number  of  xAmerican  manu¬ 
factured  manacles  are  so  great,  (over 
175)  it  will  take  a  special  article  to  de¬ 
tail  and  explain  them,  which  I  shall  leave 
for  some  future  date ;  for  the  present  let 
it  suffice  that  I  should  illustrate  and  de- 


Illustration  No.  i. 


scribe  some  of  the  best  known  makes 
now  in  use  in  the  United  States  of 
America. 
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Illnstration  No.  2. 

suppose  it  is  called  by  that  name  because 
Pinkerton  the  famous  detective  never 
had  anything  to  do  with  it),  and  of  all 
the  cuffs  that  I  have  ever  had  the  for¬ 
tune  to  be  locked  in  they  are  the  limit. 
I  wish  all  cuffs  were  as  easy  to  manipu¬ 
late  as  this  cuff.  The  early  ratchets 
were  invented  about  1862  by  William  V. 


Tlluslration  No.  3. 

The  majority  of  the  ratchet  cuffs  can 
he  opened  by  a  small  piece  of  apparatus 
as  shown  in  illustration  No.  3,  which 
consists  of  a  strip  of  fine  steel  about  3P2 
inches  long  and  inch  wide  with  a 
knob  on  the  end.  This  is  inserted 
through  the  handfcuff  where  the  lock 
snaps,  X  showing  position  of  apparatus 
when  inserted  in  cuff.  On  the  double 
lock  ratchets  when  they  are  double- 
locked.  this  steel  is  useless. 

(To  be  Continued.) 


Adams  and  I  often  meet  with  his  cuff ; 
W.  Kimball’s  Handcuff  was  placed  Oii 
the  market^  (and  never  sold^  in  i860; 
some  officer  in  Newark  has  a  very  fine 
pair;  he  informed  me  that  he  takes  pride 
in  having  held  all  the  Handcuff  Kings 
and  Queens  that  came  his  way.  T  beat  it 
in  less  than  2  minutes ;  it  is  a  fairly  se¬ 
cure  cuff.  In  1861  A.  Delestatius  brougnr 
out  a  cuff  which  looks  something  like 
A.  Rankin’s,  but  Rankin  did  not  pat¬ 
ent  his  cuff  with  a  few  improvements 
until  1862. 


Illustration  No.  1. 

This  is  a  photograph  of  a  pair  of 
Handcuffs  invented  by  Herman  Ahrend, 
April  27,  1880,  and  are  made  by  a  firm 
in  Newark.  The  legirons  are  of  the 
“A.  Rankin,”  Philadelphia  pattern.  The 
two  form  a  unic[ue  manacle  to  fasten  the 
hands  and  feet  together. 

Illustration  No.  2. 

There  are  dozens  of  different  patterns 
of  ratchets,  or  cuffs  that  are  adjustable 
to  any  size  wrists ;  the  most  in  service 
are  (A)  the  Tower  and  Lyon  Double 
lock,  (C)  the  Cobb  1900  Cuff,  the  cuff 
called  (B)  Pinkerton  Detective  cuff.  (I 
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35,  New  Oxford  Street,  T.  W.  0.  London,  Eng. 

I  LIMITED  gpjj  (Qj|y  pgpQ|)  29,  Ludgato  ill,  E.  C. 

WE  BEG  TO  NOTIFT  OVB  NEIOEBOnS  CBIEZTTS  OE  OUB  BEMOVAB  FBOM  OVB  BATE  PREM¬ 
ISES  231  HIGH  HOI.BOBN,  W.  C.  TO  OUB  BBABCH  AT  35  HEW  OXFORD  STREET,  W.  C.,  WHICH 
HOW  BECOSIES  OUR  HEAD  DEPOT  FOR  COHJURIIHG  TRICKsi  &c. 

FOR  THE  COHVEHIEHCE  OP  CITY  CUSTOMERS  AHD  THOSE  ARRIVIHG  IH  TOWH  AT  CITY 
STATIOHS,  WE  HAVE  OFEHED  HEW  PREMISES  AT  29,  BUDGATE  HIBB,  E.  C.  AT  BOTH  BRAHCH- 
ES,  ARRAHGEMEHTS  HAVE  BEEH  ESFECIABBY  MADE  TO  EHABBE  THE  BEST  &  FBOSIPTEST 
ATTEHTIOH  TO  BE  GIVEH  TO  CABBERS  AHD  ABSO  TO  MAIB  ORDERS. 


HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  TRAVELLING  THIMBLE 

An  Entirely  New  Method 

Just  one  of  the  many  brilliant  effects  is  as  follows:  The  performer  shows  an  ordinary  thimble  on 
his  finger.  He  removes  it  and  hands  it  to  be  examined.  One  of  the  audience  places  thimble  on  forefinger 
of  left  hand.  Thimble  is  invisibly  transferred  to  the  corresponding  finger  of  the  right  hand.  Showing  It 
plainly  performer  places  finger  against  the  left  palm  and  quite  slowly  closes  his  fingers  over  the  thimble 
and  finger.  The  latter  he  withdraws,  leaving  thimble  behind.  He  then  shows  his  right  hand  back  and 
front  thoroughly,  but  upon  his  opening  his  left  hand  the  thimble  has  entirely  vanished. 

This  and  many  other  beautiful  effects  which  may  be  obtained  are,  if  nicely  shown,  apparently  miracles. 
We  can  moreover  positively  assert  that  two  thimbles  are  not  used. 

Price  5/-  post  free.  United  Kingdom  5/1. 

British  Empire  5  /4. 

Any  foreign  Country  5/10,  or  1  Dollar,  40  cents. 


HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  COIN  WAND 

This  wand  is  quite  new  and  is  made  on  hitherto  unused  principle  so  far  as  magic  is  concerned.  The 
effect  is  wonderful  in  the  extreme.  The  trick  is  worked  as  follows:  The  performer  borrows  3  coins  and 
throws  them  up  in  the  air  and  they  vanish.  He  now  takes  the  wand,  which  is  quite  a  thin  one  about  3 
feet  in  length,  made  of  brass  handsomely  nickled.  This  is  first  of  all  given  for  examination,  he  then 
waves  it  about  in  the  air,  the  audience  sees  a  coin  adhering  to  the  top  of  the  wand.  This  coin  he  takes 
off  and  gives  it  to  audience  to  examine.  He  proceeds  again  in  this  way,  and  produces  another  coin  and 
then  another,  both  of  which  are  handed  immediately  to  the  audience.  The  marvellous  part  about  this  wand 
is  that  it  can  at  any  moment  be  handed  for  examination.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  value  of  the 
wand,  because  it  can  be  used  for  any  ordinary  purpose,  and  yet  this  astonishing  trick  can  be  performed 
at  any  time  by  its  aid.  The  price  is  no  indication  of  its  value  which  Is  very  considerably  more,  but  as  we 
anticipate  selling  a  large  number  we  are  enabled  to  offer  them  at  this  price.  We  have  only  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  these  in  stock  at  present,  so  orders  should  be  sent  early  in  order  to  secure  one. 

Price  5/6,  post  free  5/11. 

Abroad  7/6,  or  1  Dollar,  80  cents. 


HAMLEY’S  IMPROVED  CARD 


Everything  can  be  given 
most  accuracy  and  certainty 
chosen  by  the  audience  and 
the  star,  back  to  the  audience, 
get  the  slightest  glimpse  of 
shows  the  arrow  to  the  audi- 
readlly  be  seen  that  the  arrow 
performer  then  asks  whose 
and,  upon  one  of  the  audience 
and  while  it  is  spinning  asks 
his  card.  He  does  so,  and  when 
ning  the  performer  requests 
that  the  arrow  is  pointing  to 
Upon  his  doing  so,  the  audi- 
reot.  The  performer  proceeds 
It  may  be  worked  in  many 
Special  Low  Price  42/-,  post 


STAR 


for  examination  and  the  ut- 
is  guaranteed.  Six  cards  are 
one  is  placed  in  each  arm  of 
so  that  the  performer  does  not 
any  of  the  cards.  Ho  now 
ence  and  spins  it,  when  It  can 
is  perfectly  unprepared.  The 
card  the  arrow  shall  point  at, 
replying,  he  spins  the  arrow, 
that  particular  person  to  name 
the  arrow  has  stopped  spln- 
him  to  come  and  take  the  card 
and  show  it  to  the  audience, 
ence  sees  that  this  is  quite  cor- 
in  this  way  with  all  the  cards, 
other  ways, 
free  43/-  or  $11.60. 


Many  other  Novelties  In  addition  to  above. 


List  free  on  application. 


HEW  MAGICAB  SBEIGHTS  35  FAXES  by  R.  A.  Morrell.  Price  3/-,  post  free  2/2. 
TSTE'W  DIABOGUE  FOR  FUHCH  &  JUDY.  Price  6d,  post  free  7d. 

FRACTICAB  HYPNOlTSM  by  John  Barter.  Price  1/-,  post  free  1/2. 

MODERN  CRYSTAB  GAZIHG.  Price  6d,  post  free  7d. 

SOME  HEW  MAGIC  by  J.  F.  Burrows.  Prlcel  /-,  post  free  1/1. 

HOVRB  HOTIOHS.  Price  2/6,  post  free  2/10. 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE! 

These  serial  articles  will  be  continued  from  month  to  month 
until  the  entire  field  in  the  handcuff  m3’stery  is  exhausted  and 
other  facts  established  ;  we  will  always  describe  spiritualistic  and 
illusionary  effects  and  show  how  to  do  magical  tricks  in  general ; 
so  if  you  are  not  a  subscriber  kindly  fill  out  the  subscription  blank 
below  and  send  it  to  us  with  one  dollar  and  have  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthly  Magazine  sent  to  you  regularly  and  promptly  each 
month.  Back  numbers  can  be  purchased  at  10c.  a  copy. 


RIUU  OUT  THIS  FORM  INOW 


And  mail  it,  together  with  One  Dollar,  to  Tlie  Coil" 

iurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Co.,  278 
W.  113th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen  : 

Please  send  me  CONJURERS’ 
MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  for  twelve  months, 

commencing  with  the . . . . . . . . . . . 

issue,  for  which  I  enclose  One  Dollar. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Dated 
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The  Columbia  Theatre 


The  City  Magical  Company 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 


Cincinnati,  Ohio 

“  Always  a  Good  Show  at  The 
Columbia.” 


magical  apparatus 

1,  Amersham  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 

Everything  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic,  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter.  &c.  Applications  for  Lists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

We  Have  tHe  Latest  European  Novelties 


THE  ONLY  FIRST  CLASS  VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE  IN  TOWN 


Manager :  Mr.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  1.  M.  C. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  anywhere.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


.Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


12  TRICKS  25g. 

Easily  Done  No  Praclice  No  Apparatus 

Complete  instructions  with  64  page 
book  of  amusement  also  catalogue 
sent,  postage  prepaid. 

H.  Otto  riagic  Co. 

270  West  39th  Street  New  York  City 


Grand  Opera  House 

Under  the  personal  management 
of  the  owner,  Mr.  Harry  Davis 

Pittsburg’s  ( Penna.)  only  Continuous 
Performance 

VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE. 

A  Place  of  Cheer  Throughout  the  Year. 

Always  a  Good  Show. 

Presenting  the  Highest  Cla.SS  ActS  of  America 
and  Europe 


Hotel  Putnam 

(Opposite  Madison  Square  Garden) 

FOURTH  AVE.  AND  26th  STREET  NEW  YORK  CITY- 


A  New  Hotel  with  all  modern 
improvements,  eentrally  located. 
European  Plan.  ::  :: 

“Rooms  $1.00  per  day. 

With  Bath  $1.50  per  day  and  upwards 


Cafe  and  Restaurant  Unsurpassed 
Reasonable  Prices 
Orchestra  Music 
Special  Rates  to  the  Profession 

SAMUEL  GLANTZ  N.  J.  WEISS 

Proprietor  Manager 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering!  all  Advertisements 
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THeodore  Hardeen 

The  King  of  all  Handcufi  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  Huropean  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 

£  Route  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jlnger  Bauer.  SO  Rupert  St.,  London,  ZV. 


NOW  READY 


■Special  L^ist  of  E^ntirelj'  New  Books 
Conitarin^  and  Kindred 
Subjects 

Also  List  No.  41  of  3SO  decided  bar¬ 
gains  in  Magical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

17(3  Ontario  St.,  CHICAGO,  II^L. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  IVIagic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

45  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  ;  :  :  Miss  Pauline  Cook 


I  9Z.  Illustrated  O/r 

/Wacjic  Catalogue 

NO  FREE  COPIES 

Supplement  List,  Appendix  and  Latest  List  10c. 
We  keep  everj'  Trick,  Magic  Book  or  Paper 
For  Sale. 

W.  D.  Leroy,  103  Court  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


T  H  e  W  i  z  a  r  d 

The  Leading  British  Jifagic  Monthly  Magazine 

WIZARD  PUBLISHINQ  CO. 

4  St.  Alban^s  Place  :  LONDON,  W  C. 


1621  Broadway,  (Dept.  4,1  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 
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AN  EXPOSE  OF  CRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 


Exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

The  London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her¬ 
ald  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoling  this  book. 
“Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented.’’ 

Price  Twentyfive  cents. 

Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 

27S  West  ttsth  street  Mew  York. 

or  THEO.  HARDEEN,  50  Rupert  St.  W. 

Care  of  Anger  &  Bauer,  London,  Eng. 


JUST  OUT 


New  Lists  wffl  be  sent 
on  receipt  of  stamp. 


Large  catalogue  listing  the  latest  and  best  tricks 
15  cents. 


BAILKY  (SI  TRIPP  CO., 


Box  410 


Cambridgeport,  Mass. 
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Every  Home  Needs 

ZAM-BUK 


Will'am  Sherring,  of  Hamilton,  Canada’s  hero,  the 
winner  of  the  Marathon  Race,  trained  on  Zam-Buk 
and  has  proved  its  merits.  He  says : 


"  While  training  for  my  great  run  from  Marathon  to  Athens,  a 
distance  of  26  miles,  I  used  Zam-Buk  and  it  proved  a  great  bhon  to 
me.  I  have  used  it  both  as  an  embrocation  and  as  a  salve  for 
chafing  sores,  bruises  caused  by  stepping  on  to  stones  while  runn'ng 
in  light  shoes,  and  other  bruises  and  have  found  it  the  best  salve 
and  ointment  I  have  ever  tried.  Its  healing  powers  are  exceptional, 
and  for  general  household  use  it  should  be  a  wonderfully  fine 
curative.  I  have  pleasure  in  expressing  my  appreciation  of  its 
value.” 


Zam-Buk  is  a  healing  balm  composed  of  the  finest  known  medicinal  herbal  extracts.  It  acts 
as  a  skin  food,  and  rejuvenates  all  diseased  or  injured  tissue — rebuilds  unsound  skin,  etc.,  just 
as  a  builder  rebuilds  a  damaged  building.  The  most  delicate  skin — the  skin  of  young  babies  can 
absorb  it.  No  staining,  no  harmful  coloring  matter,  no  mineral  poisons.  Pure  nature  applied 
to  nature’s  ills. 


A  CERTAIN  CURE  FOR 


eczema,  skin  diseases 
and  eruptions,  ulcers, 
abscesses,  boils,  bad  leg,  chronic  or  poisoned  sores,  cuts, 
burns,  scalds,  scalp  sores,  ringworms,  babies'  heat  or 
chafing  sores,  chapped  hands,  chilblains,  sore  nipples, 
and  all  skin  diseases  or  injuries.  All  druggists  at  60c  a 
box,  or  post  free  from  the  Zam-Buk  Co.,  Toronto. 
(6  boxes  for  $2.50). 


FREE  BOX 

Send  this  Coupon  to  Zam- 
Buk  Co.,  with  name  and  ad¬ 
dress  a  d  one-cenl  stamp  to 
pay  return  postage  and  sam¬ 
ple  box  will  be  mailed  you. 


Some  Experiences  of 
Householders 

In  every  home  cute, 
bruises,  scalds  and  similar  in¬ 
juries  are  sure  to  occur,  es¬ 
pecially  where  there  are 
children.  In  m  ist  homes,  toot, 
chapped  hands,  chilblains, 
eczema,  ring-worm,  ulcers 
and  other  skin  diseases  occur. 

For  these  you  need  a  halm 
which  is  pure,  herbal,  free 
from  mineral  compound,  free 
from  animal  fat,  antiseptic, 
able  to  step  bleeding  and 
which  should  heal. 

Zam-Buk  meets  all  these 
requirements.  Why  not  prove 
its  merits.  Bead  this:— 

Mrs.  Everett  Brown,  of 
Markham,  (Ont.),  says: — 
“Zam-Buk  cured  some  bad 
bruises  on  my  knee.  I  also 
find  it  excellent  for  chapped 
hands. 

Mrs.  Lizzie  Gilmour,  of 
Kingston,  says: — “I  had  an 
ulcerated  leg,  which  became 
so  bad  that  I  could  not  wear 
a  boot.  The  foot  and  ankle 
were  swollen  to  nearly  double 
their  ordinary  size,  and  the 
pain  was  terrible.  The  ul¬ 
cers  spread  In  a  ring  all 
round  the  limb.  Doctor’s 
treatment  brought  no  relief, 
and  at  one  time  It  was 
thought  only  amputation 
could  end  the  agony  I  suffer- 
d.  Zam-Buk  was  brought  to 
my  notice,  and  I  bought  a 
few  boxes.  Each  box  gave 
me  more  ease  and  healed  the 
ulcers.  To-day  I  am  quite 
cured,  the  limb  Is  sound,  and 
whereas  before  I  could  not 
stand,  now  I  can  go  up  and 
down  steps  with  ease.  I 
owe  it  all  to  Zam-Buk.” 

Used  as  an  embrocation  It 
cures  rheumatism  and  sciati¬ 
ca  and  rubbed  well  into  the 
chest  cures  lung  troubles, 
colds,  etc.  For  all  purposes 
to  which  a  household  balm 
Is  put  Zam-Buk  will  be  found 
uneaualled. 


Zam-Buk  Co. 


TORONTO, 

CANADA. 
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Cable  Address  :  “Avengment,  London.” 
Telephone  No,  1919  Gerrard 


Members’ T.  V.  and  C.  A.  A. 


ANGER  &  BAUER 

AGENTS  FOR 

EiujUsb,  Hmencan  anb  Continental  IDavlet^  Hrtlstes 


50  RUPERT  STREET,  W. 


Messrs. 


English  and  Continental  Representatives  for 
Bonamici  and  Pranh  E.  FilHs’s  Enterprises  in  South  .Africa. 


LONDON,  ENG 


Harry  Day 

THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  w^ant  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arundle  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 

m 


Manhattan  Detective  Agency,  Inc. 

ST.  JAME-S  BUIILDING 
Broadway  and  20tK  Street,  New  YorK 

Thirt5'-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines 
of  detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  in 
criminal  and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  Mercantile  Houses,  Factories, 
Corporations,  Lawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 

MANHATTAN  DETECTIVE  AGENCY,  ST.  JAMES  BLDG.,  26tfa  ST.  &  BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 


Tnformatlon  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicia.ns  of 
■^the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
^speak  with  authority  of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  to  give  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  always  solicited.  Whenever 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
compile  a  Magicians^  Encyclopedia. 

Address:  Conjurers*  MontHly  Magazine 

_ _  27S  W.  llStlx  St.,  New  YorK 

MOTE:  Jiny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns. 
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TKe  BritisK  Barnum 

Dr.  Walford  Bodie 


The  Electric  Wizard ! 

The  Famous  Bloodless  Surgeon! 


The  Record  Breaker 


Playing  the  Leading  Halls  and  Theatres  in  Great  Britain  to  overflow  houses. 


America  Shortly 

Head  Office : 

163  Blackfriars  Road, 

LONDON,  S.  E.  Cablegrams  ‘‘BODIEISiT”  London 


London  Agent : 

Mr.  Harry  Day 

THE  PIONEER 


The  Devil’s  Own  Trick 

An  entirely  new  and  clever  card  trick  for  the 
pocket.  Fools  the  knowing  ones  and  still  is 
easy  to  do.  Sure  to  please  you.  Complete 
with  ingeniusly  prepared  special  cards 
(which  can  be  examined)  and  full  instructions 
Price  25  Cents.  ::  ::  ::  ::  :: 

A.  Rotherberg’s  Magical  Repository 

176  Ontario  Street  Chicago,  ill. 


Space  for  »Sale 


Some  New  Ones! 


“Great  Memory  Feats.** 


**  Marvelous  Spirit  Vision.** 


To  Instantly  memorize  and  repeat  the  names  of  30  to 
180  objects,  called  out  once  only  by  the  audience. 

To  instantly  memorize,  in  any  order,  the  whole  of  the 
cards  in  a  pack  of  52. 

To  add  up  an  addition  sum  of  36  figures  without  seeing 
a  single  figure. 

To  immediately  give  the  day  of  the  week  for  any  given 
date,  etc.,  etc.  ^  ^  . 

Complete  instructions  for  these  and  other  feats,  by 
registered  mall.  _ 

Price,  $1.00 

“Marvelous  BlacH-Boardi  Feat.** 


Several  rows  of  figures  are  written  on  a  black-board  by 
any  person  from  audience.  The  performer,  who  is  blind¬ 
folded,  and  sits  close  to  footlights,  facing  the  audience, 

instantly  adds  up  and  calls  out  the  correct  result;  he  also 
names  any  figure  pointed  at  by  any  person,  tells  the  num¬ 
ber  of  spots'  on  cards,  suit,  etc.  No  confederacy.  Easy  to 

introduce. 

Price, 


A  fine  test  for  newspaper  office  or  hotel  work.  Performer 
steps  into  a  newspaper  omce  and  asks  some  one  to  think  of  a 
card  in  an  imaginary  pack,  when  he  has  done  so  to  write 
name  of  card  in  his  own  note-book,  and  keep  same  in  his 
pocket.  He  then  writes  a  note  asking  name  of  card,  encloses 
it  in  envelope,  wliich  he  seals  and  addresses  to  performer’s 
assistant:  he  then  rings  for  a  messenger  boy  to  deliver  note  to 
assistant  at  hotel  and  return  with  answer.  He  does  so  and 
answer  is  found  correct.  Person  who  thinks  of  card  writes 
name  himself,  also  writes  note  to  assistant,  using  his  owh 
words.  Performer  does  not  write  a  word,  nor  handle  note, 
or  see  it.  No  confederacy,  no  cards  used,  no  prepared  paper, 
any  paper  used,  failure  Impossible.  Easily  learned  in  5 
minutes,  done  anywhere  at  any  time.  A  sensational  test. 

Price.  $1.00 

Will  send  all  three  of  above  for  $2.50. 

VERNE  &  CO. 


34-  Maple  'Street  Chicago,  Ill. 
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PUBLISHED  CY 

The  Conjurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Go, 

278  WEST  113th  STREET 
New  York  City 

Telephone  :  1514  Morningside 


Per  Year  $1.00  Single  Copies,  10  Cents 


Tf  you  want  to  get  ahead  in  the  twen- 
tietli  century,  be  ‘‘dififerent.”  That  is 
wTy  the  Conjurers’  iNIonthly  Magazine 
is  making  goofl.  It  is  the  “different” 
magazine  of  magic  and  kindred  inter¬ 
ests.  ]\[uch  of  the  material  we  publish 
is  exclusive,  and  we  spare  neither  ex¬ 
pense  nor  trouble  to  cable,  wffite  or  tele¬ 
phone  to  our  numerous  representatives 
for  reliable  information  on  topics  of 
new’s  interest. 


LIBRARY  of  CON6RESS 
Two  Copfes  Received 


MAR  18  190r 


I  L  0  ^ 

COPY  B. 


.^(IvertisiTiR  riitos  payiiblp  in  advance,  made  known 
on  application  to  above  address. 


The^  entire  contents  of  tlie  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Magazine  are  protected  by  copyright  and  must  not  be 
reproduced  either  wholly  or  in  part  without  per¬ 
mission. 


The  magazine  is  for  sale  by  all  reputable  dealers 
of  conjuring  apparatus.  A  limited  number  of  back 
Issues  can  be  secured  at  ten  cents  each,  by  ad¬ 
dressing  the  publication  office,  as  above. 

Foreign  representatives — London,  England,  Theo 
Ilardeen,  care  Anger  &  Bauer.  50  Rupert  street,  W’. ; 
Moscow,  Russia,  T.  Bolin;  Vienna.  Austria,  Ottokar 
Fischer;  Teheran,  Persia,  James  Leahman. 


Contributions  on  all  topics  of  Interest  to  magi¬ 
cians  are  welcomed.  "Wben  payment  is  e.\pected,  the 
price  must  be  marked  plainly  on  the  manuscript; 
otherwise  it  will  be  regarded  as  complimentary.  No 
manuscripts  returned  unless  accompanied  by  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope. 


VoL.  I.  MARCH  1907  No.  7 


Does  it  pay  to  advertise  in  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  Monthly?  A  great  many  con¬ 
jurers,  business  men  and  dealers  in 
magic  apparatus  think  that  it  does. 
Why?  Hecanse  every  manager  of  note 
receives  a  copy  of  this  magazine  each 
month,  and  all  the  publicity  promoters 
at  the  theatres  quote  from  onr  columns. 
Each  month  shows  a  big  gain  in  our  cir¬ 
culation,  which  means  hundreds  of  new 
readers  that  yu/t  ought  to  reach.  Ama¬ 
teur  conjurers  are  counted  by  the  hun¬ 
dreds  on  our  list  of  subscribers,  and  our 
advertising  columns  are  therefore  the 
best  ever  for  the  conjuring  and  mail 
order  business.  And  we  are  proud  to 
add  that  w’e  now  reach  the  four  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  w’orld — also  the  hind  quar¬ 
ters  of  Kansas  Citv. 


‘1: 

Have  you  noticed  the  Free  Barter  and 
Exchange  Column?  If  not,  you  are 
missing  something  w’orth  while.  No 
graft  in  this,  just,  a  chance  for  onr  read¬ 
ers  to  get  acquainted  and  perhaps  get 
also  something  they  w’ant  for  something 
they  w'ant  to  get  rid  of.  We  believe  in 
brotherly  love  even  among  conjurers,  so 
get  acquainted  with  fellow  conjurers 
through  our  columns.  Incidentally,  if 
yon  have  any  complaint  against  au}'- 
thing  published  herein  or  against  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  you  work,  write  to 
us. 

^ 

The  scandal  of  the  past  thirty  days 
in  spiritualistic  circles  has  been  the  al¬ 
leged  exposure  of  “the  Rev.  Dr.”  Hugh 
Moore  and  his  famous  spook  house  on 
West  Thirteenth  street,  New^  York  City. 
Somehowq  yet  why  none  can  explain, 
this  sort  of  thing  aUvays  reflects  in  a 
w^ay  on  the  conjuring  and  magical  pro¬ 
fession.  It  is  high  time  that  distinctions 
.should  be  drawn  clearly  between  the 
conjurer  or  magician  who  entertains 
merely  and  the  “worker”  who  is  after 
graft.  An  A-i  magician  does  not  have 
to  stoop  to  unscrupulous  practices,  for 
his  act  commands  every  dollar  it  is 
worth,  and  is  a  credit  to  his  earnest  en¬ 
deavor. 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


213 


In  this  series  of  articles,  It  Is  my  intention  to 
correct  many  errors  regarding  the  history  of  magic 
which  have  existed  in  the  public  mind  since  “The 
Life  of  Robert  Houdin”  was  issued.  In  such  endeavor, 
necessarily,  I  have  introduced  references  to  Iloudin's 
contemporaries  and  to  magicians  who  preceded  him- 
which  will  make  the  series,  when  finished,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  history  of  magic  from  16S0  to  the  present 
day.  In  order  to  prove  my  statements,  it  is  also  ne¬ 
cessary  to  wander  frequently  from  the  central  figure, 
Houdin,  but  though  some  instalments  may  not  pre¬ 
sent  the  name  of  Houdin,  the  facts  presented  will, 
in  the  course  of  the  history’s  development,  be  found 
to  have  direct  bearing  on  his  life  and  work.  In 
taking  issue  with  those  generally  accepted  as  au¬ 
thorities,  I  am  actuated  only  by  a  desire  to  set  be¬ 
fore  the  world  of  magic,  the  true  facts  as  ascertained 
by  me  during  years  of  earnest  investigation  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  to  do  justice  to  those  who  pre¬ 
ceded  Houdin  and  to  whom  he  owed  a  greater  debt 
than  he  set  forth  in  his  autobiography. 

Copyright,  1900.  By  Harry  Houdlni.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 

INSTALMENT  VII. 
SECOND  SIGHT 

(Contiinced) 

The  Goose  performs  the  fol¬ 
lowing  tricks  :  viz  ;  “  Performing 

upon  cards,  money  and  watches, 
telling  the  day  of  the  month, 
year  and  date,  also  value  of  any  piece 
either  English  or  foreign,  distinguish¬ 
ing  all  sorts  of  colors  and  (most  prodi¬ 
giously  and  certainly  unbelieving  to  those 
who  know  the  intellects  of  a  goose) 
she  tells  the  number  of  ladies  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  the  company  or  any  person’s 
thoughts ;  and  lady  or  gentleman  draw¬ 
ing  a  card  out  of  a  pack  though  ever  so 
secret  the  Goose  blindfolded  at  the  same 
time  3vill  find  out  the  card  they  drew. 
Admittance  two  shillings  each  person.” 

Another  bill  that  I  have  is  of  Don 
Carlo  the  Double  Sighted  Dog,  who 
gave  an  exhibition  of  his  mysteriorj3 
skill  at  the  Pavillion  by  special  com¬ 
mand  before  King  William  and  Royal 
Family,  December  17,  1831.  This  dog 


was  blindfolded  and  would  go  through 
a  lot  of  second  sight  tests  in  imitation  of 
the  Scotch  boy  who  was  in  England,  and 
6  days  later  also  gave  an  exhibition  be¬ 
fore  the  Royal  Families  at  the  same 
place. 

^  ^ 

In  1841,  1842  and  1843  there  traveled 
through  the  Eastern  States  of  America 
a  Lady  doing  Second  Sight,  whose  name 
I  cannot  find  out.  The  only  clue  I  have 
resrardinof  her,  are  the  bills  that  were 
distributed,  and  I  now  reproduce  several 
of  them, 

VtM  Extraordinary  Parfomaaaoa'af  tHe 

I.ADV. 

07  The  pecahtr  act^lreaent*  cud  fhcnlnes  of  IhU  highly  Talented 
Lady  are  ibaoat  beyood  the  reach  of  dMeri|pUoQ.  By  aome  nokaowa 

and  ^ 

EXTRAORDINARY  ENDOr/MENT 

S^e  ia  enable  1  to  declare  the  sacDoa  of  orticlea  produced  by  the  company* 
althoogb  aitiing  at  t  diaunce  of  ^0  to  feet,  with  her  face  turned  from 
toe  audience!  dhe  will  alao  dirina  the  wbitpered  wish  ot  any  one. 
although  aatia&otonly  oot  of  bearing.  She  vill  alao.  deacribe  the  drees, 
ornamtata,  &c.  of  any  iudiridual  who  may  with  it,  vitli  an  accuracy 
truly  kurpriaiog  ■,  upon  a  card  being  aelected  from  a  pack,  aUe  will 
dechuw  iu  oame:  but  as  the  performance  raries  and  depeoda  in  a  great 
meaanre  on  the  pleaaare  of  the  company,  no  regular  routine  can  be  sped* 
fled,  but  of  this  the  company  may  rest  aesured  that  every  cvneialent 
rrlort  will  be  uaed  to  gratify  and  afford  them  aatiafaccioa. 

I  also  have  a  clipping  dated  Boston 
February  20,  1843,  which  will  ex¬ 
plain  the  performance.  This  Ma’S- 
terious  Lady  appeared  in  England 
fulh'  a  year  before  Houdin  invented 
Second  Sight,  and  also  performed  this 
Second  Sight  in  America  four  years 
before  she  went  to  England,  so  it 
cannot  be  said  that  she  copied  him. 
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To  finish  up  this  Second  Sight  evi¬ 
dence  against  Robert  Houdin  I  repro- 
dence  against  Robert  Houdin  I  pro 
duce  a  “board-side”  from  Germany  in 
the  early  part  of  1800,  about  the 
time  Houdin  was  a  mere  baby.  This 
is  some  Hollandish  Lady  that  per¬ 
formed  the  Second  Sight  trick  at  the 
fairs,  and  charged  a  small  admission  to 
the  public  to  see  her  marvelous  power. 


THE  MYSTEBIOCS  LADY. 


Reproduction  of  the  cut  used  on  the  handbills  that 
were  distributed  on  the  street  to  advertise  the  wonders 
of  the  mysterious  lady  in  America  In  1841. 


There  is  nothing  further  to  be  said  on 
Second  Sight;  it  has  been  on  the  pro- 
grarnme  of  almost  all  of  the  old  timers, 
but  from  the  evidence  presented,  it  will 
be  clearly  shown  that  Robert  Houdin 
did  not  invent  the  trick,  and  has  no 
right  what  so  ever  to  claim  it  as  the 
creation  of  his  brain. 

We  will  next  take  up  the  “Suspension 
Trick.”  • 


HOUDIN’S  “SUSPENSION.” 

Robert  Houdin  claims  the  invention 
of  “Suspension,”  or  as  he  terms  it  “Sus¬ 
pension  Ethereenne.”  On  page  312  of 
his  “Memoirs”  he  sets  forth  his  claims 
to  the  trick  with  all  the  vanity  peculiar 
to  the  mass  of  his  “revelations.”  Vanity 
and  egotism  are  to  be  traced  between 
the  lines  on  every  page  of  this  remark¬ 
able  book,  but  here  he  is  particularly 
flagrant.  He  says:  “It  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  in  1847  insensibility  pro¬ 
duced  by  inhaling  ether  began  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  surgical  operations ;  all  the 
world  talked  about  the  marvelous  effect 
of  this  anaesthetic,  and  its  extraordin¬ 
ary  results.  In  the  eyes  of  the  people  it 
seemed  much  akin  to  magic.  Seeing  that 
the  surgeons  had  invaded  my  domain,  I 
asked  myself  if  this  did  not  allow  me  to 
make  reprisals.  I  did  so  by  inventing 
my  ethereal  suspension,  which  I  believe 
was  far  more  surprising  than  any  result 
obtained  by  my  surgical  brethren.  This 
trick  was  much  applauded,  and  I  am 
bound  to  say  that  my  arrangements 
were  excellently  made.  This  was  the 
first  time  that  I  tried  to  direct  the  sur¬ 
prise  of  my  spectators  by  gradually 
heightening  it  up  to  the  next  moment, 
when,  so  to  speak,  it  exploded.” 

Continuing,  Houdin  claims  to  have 
presented  the  trick  as  described  above 
in  October,  1847.  J^ly,  1848,  he 
came  to  London  where  Herrmann  and 
Anderson  both  offered  it  on  their  pro¬ 
grammes.  Each  did  it  in  exactly  the 
same  way,  as  numerous  cuts  of  pro¬ 
grammes  will  prove.  I  mention  Ander¬ 
son  and  Herrmann  simply  because  as 
both  were  his  active’  contemporaries,  of¬ 
fering  the  same  trick  at  identically  the 
same  time  and  in  the  same  way,  who¬ 
ever  made  the  apparatus  for  one  made  it 
for  the  other  two. 
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Herr  Alexander,  who  is  alive  at  this 
writing,  adds  proof  to  my  argument.  I 
wrote  to  him,  asking  when  he  first  of¬ 
fered  the  suspension  trick.  Enclosing 
programmes  as  evidence,  he  replied  as 
follows : — 

“The  suspension  was  at  first  produced 
by  me  in  1845  or  1S46  after  reading  in 
an  Oriental  Annual  (edited  by  several 
officers  in  the  Indian  Army)  the  trick  of 
a  fakir  who  made  a  companion  sit  in 
the  air  by  using  a  bamboo  stick.  My 


before  the  Court  of  The  Mogul  in 
Delhi.  One  of  the  men  assumed  the 
form  of  a  cube  and  rose  into  the  air, 
where  he  remained  suspended.  The 
other  man  then  took  off  his  shoe,  struck 
it  against  a-  rock,  and  it  also  arose  and 
hung  in  mid-air,  close  to  the  suspended 
conjurer,  or  human  cube.  On  being 
touched  on  the  neck,  the  cube  descended 
to  the  ground,  and  the  conjurer  resumed 
his  natural  form. 


Reproduction  of  an  engraving  in  an  old  German  enoyclopasdia  in  the  Harry  Houdini  collection,  which 
credits  to  the  Chinese  the  trick  of  climbing  into  the  air  and  having  the  body  fall  down  piecemeal  and 
being  set  together  again. 


trick  had  no  success  because  the  sitting 
was  too  near  the  ground.  I  then  made 
him  stand  in  the  air  and  the  effect  was 
marvelous.” 

From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  he  per¬ 
formed  the  trick  several  years  before 
Robert  Houdin  claims  to  have  invented 
it. 

During  the  course  of  my  researches, 
I  found  the  first  trace  of  the  suspension 
trick  in  the  writings  of  Ibn  Batuta.  He 
m.entions  two  conjurers  who  performed 


I  cannot  vouch  for  the  historical  ver¬ 
ity  of  this  tale  and  it  may  be  classed 
with  the  familiar  story  which  crops  up 
periodically  about  the  ball  of  cord 
thrown  into  the  air  for  a  youth  to  climb 
into  the  clouds.  Once  out  of  sight,  the 
youth  is  said  to  draw  the  cord  up  after 
him;  then  presently  a  leg  falls  from  the 
unseen  heights,  then  another,  followed 
by  an  arm,  some  odd  ribs,  and  so  on 
until  the  entire  body  is  scattered  upon 
the  ground,  the  head  coming  last  with 
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the  neck  standing  upwards.  At  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  magician,  the  body  seems  to 
crawl  together,  so  runs  the  tale,  and 
eventually  the  youth  stands  up  to  be 
examined  by  the  astonished  populace. 

These  stories  belong  in  the  very  first 
of  the  travelers’  tales.  In  1356  Sir  John 
Mandeville,  called  by  some  authorities 
“the  father  of  English  prose,”  after 
traveling  thirty-four  years,  published  a 
book  detailing  some  of  his  marvelous 
“witnessings.”  Though  many  of  his 
stories  are  absolutely  impossible,  yet  so 
popular  did  his  works  become  that,  bar¬ 
ring  the  Scriptures,  more  copies  and 
manuscripts  of  the  books  containing  his 
various  ‘Alagician  Stories”  have  been 
handed  down  to  posterity  and  exist  to¬ 
day,  than  any  works  of  his  contem¬ 
poraries.  Still  Mandeville  did  not  men¬ 
tion  this  suspension  trick  which  is  at¬ 
tributed  sometimes  to  the  Chinese  and 
sometimes  to  the  Hindoos. 

In  Cologne,  Germany,  I  purchased  an 
encyclopedia,  published  in  1684,  fi'om 
which  I  reproduce  a  double-page  en¬ 
graving,  which  shows  the  Chinese  magi¬ 
cians  doing  the  tricks  previously  accred¬ 
ited  in  the  stories  of  travelers  to  Hindoo 
conjurers. 

Idle  limited  supply  of  old  books  which 
explain  natural  magic  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  olden  days  magicians  guard¬ 
ed  their  secrets  closely  and  jealously. 
For  the  same  reason  Athanasius  Kir- 
cher,  who  died  in  1680,  is  credited  with 
being  the  inventor  of  the  magic  lantern, 
when  in  reality  there  is  proof  that  the 
magic  lantern  was  invented  200  years 
before  Kircher  was  born, 

Roger  Bacon,  in  his  “Discoveries  of 
the  Miracle  of  Art,  Nature  and  Magic,” 
which  I  believe  he  wrote  about  1260, 
describes  the  glass  lenses  used  in  the 
lanterns,  and  Chaucer,  the  English  poet, 
who  died  in  1400,  speaks  of  a  learned 


clerk,  who,  for  the  amusement  of  his 
friends,  showed  to  him  forests  full  of 
deer,  where  he  saw  many  of  them  slain ; 
the  hunting  being  finished,  a  company 
of  falconers  appeared'  upon  the  banks 
of  a  river  where  the  birds  pursued  the 
herons  and  slew  them.  Then  knights 
were  seen  jousting  upon  a  plain,  and,  by 
way  of  conclusion,  a  lady  dancing.  But, 
when  the  magician  thought  fit,  he 
clapped  his  hands,  and  all  was  gone. 

Such  effects  as  these  must  have  been 
produced  by  a  magic  lantern  or  some 
other  optical  illusion. 

FROST’S  SUSPENSION. 

Thomas  Frost  describes  the  suspen¬ 
sion  trick  as  offered  about  1828  or  1829 
at  Madras  by  an  old  Brahmin  with  no 
better  apparatus  than  a  piece  of  plank 
with  four  legs.  This  he  had  formed 
into  a  stool,  and  upon  it,  in  a  little  brass 
socKCt,  he  placed  a  hollow  bamboo  in  a 
perpendicular  position.  Projecting  from 
the  latter  was  a  kind  of  crutch,  covered 
with  a  piece  of  common  hide.  These 
properties  he  carried  with  him  in  a  bag, 
which  was  shown  to  all  those  who  de¬ 
sired  to  witness  his  exhibition.  The 
servants  of  the  household  then  held  a 
blanket  before  him,  and  when  it  was 
withdrawn  he  was  discovered  poised  in 
mid-air  about  four  feet  from  the 
ground,  in  a  silting  posture,  with  the 
outer  edge  of  one  hand  merely  touching 
the  crutch,  while  the  fingers  deliber¬ 
ately  counted  beads,  and  the  other  hand 
and  arm  were  held  in  an  upright  posi¬ 
tion.  The  blanket  was  again  held  up  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  the  spectators  caught  a 
■gurgling  sound,  like  that  occasioned  by 
wind  escaping  from  a  bladder  or  tube. 
When  the  screen  or  blanket  was  again 
withdrawn,  the  conjurer  was  standing 
on  the  ground. 


(To  be  continued.) 
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Berlin  Notes 

From  Oiit*  Special  European  Correspondent 


T  H  E  O 


Business  having  taken  me  to  Berlin, 
Germany,  I  send  this  letter  to  you 
whilst  gazing  out  of  the  Westminster 
hotel  from  a  window  facing  the  famous 
“Unter  den  Linden.”  Here  I  can  watch 
a  real  king  pass  my  window,  and  sit 
back  and  enjoy  the  spectacle  without 
thinking  that  this  is  a  king  that  will 
bring  along  a  handcuff. 

In  Berlin  I  note  Rudinoff,  the  man 
that  was  going  to  retire  some  time  ago 
and  become  an  artist.  He  is  a  very 
clever  entertainer,  and  certainly  knows 
how  to  throw  smiles  at  the  audience. 
He  will  be  remembered  in  America  by 
his  smoke  pictures  and  his  whistling 

comedy,  ‘Air.  and  iMrs.  Nightingale. ” 

*  * 

Morton  and  Elliott,  paper  wizards, 
are  also  on  the  bill. 

3K  * 

y\  beauty  wizard  has  managed  to 
transport  himself  into  jail.  One  of  the 
German  soubrettes,  Liane  Leischner, 
purchased  some  beautifier  for  the  face 
from  this  beauty  wizard  and  ‘‘rubbed  it 
in”  before  retiring.  In  the  morning  she 
beheld,  to  her  consternation,  that  her 
face  was  covered  with  eruptions  and 
boils,  and  at  once  had  Mr.  Beauty  Wiz¬ 
ard  arrested. 

sjc  ^  ^  ■ 

Willy  Passpart,  of  the  Dancing  Pass- 
parts,  is  now  touring  through  the  Con¬ 
tinent  with  Martin  Beck  of  the  Orpheum 
Circuit,  booking  acts.  Passpart  will 
give  up  playing  dates  and  become  the 
real  manager  for  Martin  at  the  office 


H  A  R  D  E  E  N 

which  the  Orpheum  circuit  is  going  to 
open  in  Berlin.  Wish  you  luck,  Willy. 
Be  sure  and  book  all  the  mystery  acts 
that  you  think  will  make  good. 

^  ^  ^ 

Just  met  several  performers  returning 
from  ^loscow  who  claim  they  were  not 
paid  their  salaries  by  Herr  Director  Au- 
mont.  Acts  going  to  Russia  had  better 
demand  a  large  advance  on  their  salany 
which  will  be  paid  to  them,  and  then 
they  will  have  the  consolation  of  know¬ 
ing  they  are  going  to  get  something. 
It  is  ^le  custom  in  Russia  to  advance 
a  sum  of  money  to  foreign  artists  visit¬ 
ing  the  country.  Aumont  is  manager 
of  the  Aquarium  and  Aumont's  Theatre. 
*  ❖  ^ 

It’s  hard  to  be  a  wddow\  Widow 
Biaam,  who  has  a  traveling  motion  pic¬ 
ture  machine,  landed  in  the  quiet  city 
of  Dieringhausen,  near  Koln.  She 
erected  her  establishment  and  allowed 
certain  pictures  to  be  presented,  the 
names  of  which  were  “The  Temptation 
of  St.  Anthony,”  “The  Bridalnight,” 
“The  Villain  Still  Pursued  Her,”  “The 
Xaiighty  Flea,  “The  Traveler's  LMex- 
pected  Return,”  “The  Newspaper  Key¬ 
hole,”  etc.  The  police  stepped  in,  and 
the  widow  was  fined  50  marks  for  al¬ 
lowing  “unsittliche  films”  to  be  pre¬ 
sented.  and  she  is  now  a  wiser  but  sad¬ 
der  wddow. 

❖ 

Alexander  Weyer,  the  magician  from 
Monnerich,  was  stopped  by  the  man¬ 
agers  from  doing  the  “Extraction  of  the 
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Egg'S  from  a  Rooster,”  until  he  had  fully 
explained  the  secret  to  them,  as  they  im¬ 
agined  that  he  was  cruel  to  the  birds. 
Why,  Alex,  would  not  even  harm  a 
ginger  snap. 

*  ♦  :!= 

Roanacher’s  establishment  has  just 
lost  a  law  suit  to  the  copy  act  of  the 
“girl  with  the  golden  hair.”  This  is  the 
act  which  Manager  J.  J.  Murdock  orig¬ 
inated  and  which  some  Russian  Dancer 
Newsky  appropriated  to  himself  and 
took  to  Germany.  Roanacher  engaged 
a  girl  to  do  this  act  last  December,  and 
the  act  was  hissed  off  the  stage.  The 
act  was  closed,  and  the  girl  entered  suit 
against  the  management,  where  it  was 
pr(fl’en  that  the  rival  act  had  hissed  the 
girl,  compelling  the  curtain  to  be  low¬ 
ered,  as  she  happened  to  be  in  bad  form. 
At  the  proceedings  in  the  court  room, 
she  gave  a  “specimen  of  her  ability”  and 
proved  that  there  were  professional 
“hissers,”  and  she  received  damages  for 
the  entire  amount,  with  costs. 

^ 

Marco  Belly  is  featured  at  the  Coli¬ 
seum,  Essen  Ruhr.  His  billing  reads 
“Magic  Illusions,”  and  he  is  rapidly 

coming  to  the  front  as  a  conjurer. 

0  0  0 

Some  time  ago  I  made  mention  of  the 
fact  that  in  England  it  was  hard  for  a 
beginner  to  obtain  a  trial  show.  I  must 
take  all  of  that  back,  for  I  had  over¬ 
looked  the  fact  that  IMr.  Oswald  Stoll 
has  given  dozens  of  aspirants  a  trial 
performance,  and  if  any  one  in  England 
wishes  to  obtain  a  trial  show,  they  can 
apply  to  one  of  Mr.  Stoll’s  district  man¬ 
agers.  This  ought  to  be  interesting  to 
many  of  the  conjurers  who  wish  to  show 
their  skill  and  cannot  get  a  professional 
hearing. 

0  0  0 

Return  to  England  next  week;  until 
then,  an  revoir. 


I)appening$  from  l^aymait 

LONDON,  ENGLAND 

News  is  plen¬ 
tiful.  So  a  r  e 
m  i  n  d  r  e  a  d- 
ing  acts. 

England 
has  more 
m  i  n  d  r  e  a  d- 
ing  acts  since 
the  Zancigs  en¬ 
tered  than  ever 
before  in  the  history  of  the  show  busi¬ 
ness. 

:!=  H:  >i: 

The  Mysterious  Howards  are  at  the 
Palace,  London.  Act  good. 

*  *  * 

The  Great  Gee  Me  Troupe  (real 
Chinese  magicians)  are  working  right 
along,  and  meeting  with  favor. 

*  * 

Goldin  is  playing  the  halls  about  Lon¬ 
don. 

^  ^  ^ 

Carl  Hertz  is  on  the  Stoll  tour. 

:1c  * 

Dr.  Walford  Bodie  broke  the  record 
at  Stoke  Newington  Palace  of  Varie¬ 
ties.  Breaking  records  is  quite  a  regu¬ 
lar  pastime  for  the  doctor. 

0  0  0 

Carlton  obtained  a  lot  of  newspaper 
work  in  Bristol  by  doing  the  “finding 
the  lost  article”  trick.  One  of  the  staff 
of  the  Bristol  Times  hid  a  stylograph-  in 
the  axletree  of  an  old  cannon,  and 
Lanky  Carlton  found  it  after  a  strenu¬ 
ous  search.  This  feat  seems  peculiar, 
especially  as  the  manager  of  the  Empire 
and  Hippodrome  in  Bristol,  Sid  Ma- 
caire,  formerly  of  Dublin,  is  the  author 
of  a  book  called  “Alind  and  Muscle 
Reading”  which  gives  a  most  lucid  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  experiment.  I  wonder 
if  IMacaire  witnessed  this  affair? 
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B.  Wilda,  conjurer,  was  at  the  South 
Shields  Tivoli,  and  as  he  received  two 
return  dates  he  must  have  done  well. 

^  ^ 

Prince  Chandrick,  mind  mystifier,  is 
featured  with  Leon  Wood's  show  at 
the  Blackpool  Colisseum. 

* 

The  Mysterious  Cross  is  the  top  of 
the  bill  act  on  the  MacNaughton  cir¬ 
cuit. 

Have  just  heard  that  Mr.  Chas.  Ber¬ 
tram,  who  was  in  America  some  time 
ago  with  Chevalier,  died  on  PTb.  28,  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  was  one  of 
the  best  known  drawing-room  conjurers 
in  Europe. 

*  * 

John  Warren,  who  calls  himself  the 
Court  Alagician  to  the  Sultan  of  Mo¬ 
rocco,  was  at  the  Camberwell  Palace. 

Plis  several  illusions  are  presented  in 
a  unique  manner,  and  although  some 
are  not  exactly  new,  he  has  them  dressed 
differently  and  that  is  why  his  work 
seems  so  refreshingly  neat. 

^  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Cecil  Cooke  gave  a  highly  suc¬ 
cessful  entertainment  at  the  Camden 
Atheneum  January  17th,  and  judging 
from  the  amount  of  press  work  obtain¬ 
ed  it  must  have  been  a  decided  success. 

Mile.  Vonetta,  who  proclaims  her¬ 
self  as  the  World's  Only  Lady  Illusion¬ 
ist,  has  made  quite  a  hit  at  the  London 
Hippodrome.  The  illusion  most  com¬ 
mented  on  by  the  press  is  one  in  which 
she  enters  a  coffin  shaped  box  that  rests 
on  two  stools ;  this  box  then  commences 


to  float  in  midair,  and  whilst  doing  this 
feat,  the  young  lady  rushes  through 
the  audience,  coming  from  the  front  of 
the  house.  She  changes  her  dresses 
twelve  different  times  in  ten  minutes, 
which  is  something  very  Avoman-like, 
and  cannot  help  but  create  comment. 

*  >ii 

Nat  Clififord  is  doing  an  act  which 
he  calls  The  Astronomer,  in  which  he 
dresses  as  a  magician  and  manages  to 
obtain  some  healthy  laughs. 

*  ^ 

Paul  Kratern,  a  sleight  of  hand  per¬ 
former  Avho  sells  pocket  books  in  Pet¬ 
ticoat  Lane,  caught  a  Tartar  in  the 
German  acrobat,  Becker.  Becker  had 
heard  so  much  of  the  Lane  that  last 
Sunday  he  went  with  a  party  of  friends 
to  look  it  over,  and  whilst  in  that  pleas¬ 
ant  work  he  came  upon  Kratern  selling 
the  pocketbook  with  silver  in  it;  Becker 
bought  three  of  them  Avithout  first  look¬ 
ing  for  the  contents,  though  finally  he 
did  take  one  long,  lingering  look  and 
beheld  that  the  several  pocketbooks 
simply  contained  ha-pennies;  he  quickly 
Avent  into  action ;  grasping  Kratern  by 
the  back  of  the  neck,  he  commenced  to 
shake  the  purse  seller's  head  until  he 
Avillingly  handed  back  all  the  money  he 
had  taken  in.  Becker  took  the  money, 
which  happened  to  be  more  than  he  had 
spent,  and  Avhilst  Avalking  aAvay  Avas  ar¬ 
rested  by  an  officer  Avho  had  noted  the 
disturbance  and  had  also  arrested  Kra¬ 
tern.  After  a  hearing  in  court,  Kratern 
was  discharged  Avith  a  reprimand. 

*  *  * 

Frank  Latona,  the  mysterious  musi¬ 
cian,  will  insist  on  talking  about  his 
farm;  hope  he  will  not  raise  lemons,  as 
he  is  so  charitable  he  might  pass  them 
about. 
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VIENNESE  NOTES 

BY  HERR  OTTOKAR  FISCHER 

This  geatlemaa 
has  gone  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  trouble  of 
learning  to  speak 
the  English  lan¬ 
guage  so  that  he 
can  converse  with 
the  English  speak¬ 
ing  magicians  when¬ 
ever  they  visit  Aus¬ 
tria;  and  we  think 
it  only  right  that 
our  readers  should 
become  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Fischer  in 
his  right  vein,  and 
so  will  publish  his 
letters  just  as  he 
sends  them  to  us. 

*  *  Jk 

Past  month  Goldin  performed  here, 

after  having  delayed  the  contract  for 
four  or  five  times  at  Apollo  with  big 
success.  His  whirlwind  performance 

made  a  great  impression  upon  the  Vien¬ 
nese  public.  The  manager  intended  to 
prolong  his  contract  for  two  weeks,  but 
Goldin  could  not  accept,  as  he  was  ex¬ 
pected  in  London,  where  he  must  arrive 
on  time.  He  accepted  a  re-engagement 
for  1910, 


Goldin  informed  me  that  he  is  not 
the  author  of  the  expose  of  Chung- 
Ling-Soo  s  tricks,  as  published  in  Pear¬ 
son’s  Weekly,  His  name  was  evidently 
abused.  Goldin’s  lawyer  is  entrusted 
to  clear  up  this  affair. 


The  Italian  magical  paper  “Sfinge,” 
stopped  its  appearance  after  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  ♦he  first  number.  I  am  sorry 
that  it  did  so,  for  “Sfinge”  seemed  to  be 
a  useful  and  interesting  paper. 


The  Vienna  manufacturer  and  dealer 
of  magical  apparatus  R.  Klingl,  (later 
(Klingl  &  Baumann)  celebrated  his 
existence  of  30  years  by  the  publication 
of  a  large  new  catalogue.  Everybody 
can  obtain  it  on  application. 


Four  weeks  ago  I  made  a  trip  to  the 
town  of  Triest  (12  hours  quick-train 
from  Vienna)  to  make  the  personal  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  the  ingenious  inventor  of 
magical  apparatus  and  clever  performer, 
Mr.  Antonio  Molini.  Molini  invented, 
amongst  other  things  the  Organ  Pipes, 
and  created  a  load  of  new  principles  in 
magic.  Many  chemical  tricks  were  in¬ 
vented  by  him,  also  some  of  the 
anese”  or  “Chinese”  silent  acts.  I  spent 
three  very  pleasant  days  with  him. 

Okito  has  favored  me  with  a '  post¬ 
card  from  Colombo,  Ceylon,  dated  Jan¬ 
uary  17th.  He  will  be  in  Batavia  now, 
I  believe. 


At  Ronachers  at  present  we  have 
“The  Original  Svengalis,”  manager, 
Mr.  Lorenz;  great  success. 

Thorn  is  in  Chemnitz  with  usual  big 
success.  He  made  a  great  sensation  in 
Budapest,  where  he  produced  an  en¬ 
larged  program ;  might  be  called  a  light¬ 
ning  program :  six  tricks  and  ten  illu¬ 
sions  in  20  minutes !  The  papers  pub¬ 
lished  enthusiastic  articles  about  his 
show.  Thorn’s  wife  is  all  right  again 
and  performing  in  the  act. 

Clement  de  Lion  wrote  a  nice  letter 
to  me  from  Braunschweig,  where  he  is 
manipulating  his  balls  with  acknowl¬ 
edged  elegancy.  He  improved  his  act 
so  that  it  is  yet  more  mysterious  than 
formerly. 

The  Great  Roland  did  not  forget  to 
inform  me  about  his  English  tour.  He 
is  making  a  big  hit  and  always  improv¬ 
ing  his  show.  Business  and  contracts 
are  very  good.  Roland  will  surprise 
the  artists',  world  with  a  new  invention. 
No  communication  allowed  on  my  part, 
but  he  intrusted  his  secret  to  me. 
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* 


^SOME  OLD  TRICKS 

FOR 

ME IV  BEGINNERS 

®P® 

THE  BALANCING  MAGIC  WAND. 


The  effect  of  this  is  to  cause  your 
wand  to  adhere  to  your  fingers  in  many 
positions.  The  secret  of  this  is  to  pro¬ 


cure  for  yourself  a  blonde  lad}'  s  long 
hair,  knot  it  and  make  a  loop,  as  per 
instructions  on  page  i88,  cut  A,  Febru¬ 


ary  issue.  This  you  can  have  lying  on 
your  table  on  top  of  a  sheet  of  paper, 
or  in  some  position  where  you  know 
how  to  reach  it,  and  when  ready  for  the 
trick,  you  push  your  right  hand  into  this 


loop  as  per  illustration,  and  by  careful 
pressure  you  will  be  able  to  balance  all 
light  objects.  Properly  used,  this  light 
hair  is  positively  undetectable,  and  many 
good  results  can  be  obtained  from  same^ 


A  NEW  WRINKLE  TO  CATCH  A 
“WISE  ’UN.” 

By  Edward  C.  Conklin. 

This  is  a  welcome  change  from  the 
old  “Sucker  Dice  Box’’  that  some  of  the 
present  day  magicians  in  England  claim 
as  their  own,  and  which  is  so  old  that 
no  reputable  magician  would  dare  work 
in  the  theatres  of  America,  and  is  only 
used  with  side  shows  (penny  gaffs)  ; 
but  the  following  is  simple  and  good 
for  changing  your  laugh  obtainers. 

First  of  all  arrange  to  vanish  a  large 
silk  handkerchief.  You  can  do  this 
in  several  ways,  either  using  an  elastic 
pull,  or  double  drawer  box.  A  small 
Jap-box  with  the  regulation  side  “empti¬ 
ness”  will  do. 

*Take  a  small  piece  of  silk  of  the  same 
material  as  the  handkerchief  you  are 
using,  and  tie  it  to  your  suspender  on 
the  right  side  nearest  to  your  hi]). 

Show  your  real  handkerchief,  drop  .it 
into  the  Jap  box  or  vanish  it  in  the 
double  drawer  box,  and  make  a  false 
movement,  throwing  back  your  coat 
with  your  right  hand  so  as  to  cause  the 
audience  to  note  the  small  piece  of  silk 
on  your  suspender  and  make  them  think 
that  you  have  placed  the  handkerchief 
there. 

Your  “wise  ’un”  will  now  certainly 
try  and  show  you  up,  and  you  can  have 
all  the  merriment  you  wish,  at  his  ex¬ 
pense,  by  eventually  showing  that  this 
small  piece  of  silk  is  only  there  to  “keep 
out  the  North  winds”  and  you  can  pro¬ 
duce  a  duplicate  handkerchief  of  the 
one  vanished  any  place  you  wish. 

This  can  be  worked  with  or  without 
detachable  button,  the  idea  being  pre¬ 
sented  for  improvement. 
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Reviewing  Book.s  and  Th  ings 


MORE  LIGHT  WANTED. 

We  call  upon  the  editor  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  Wizard  to  enlighten  us  as  to  the 
paragraph  in  February  issue,  page  284, 
in  which  he  states  with  positiveness  that 
the  oldest  book  in  existence  on  conjur¬ 
ing  is  dated  1584.  We  would  like  to 
know  who  is  his  authority.  And  will  he 
kindly  publish  the  name  of  the  book? 
We  have  in  our  library  a  book  written  in 
1489  (German  language).  It  contains 
impossible  tricks,  a  few  mechanical  de¬ 
vices,  and  a  few  card  tricks.  Its  title 
is  “Magic,  Natural  and  Unnatural,” 
from  which  Baptiste  Portis  first  ob¬ 
tained  the  title  for  his  works. 

*  * 

PROTECTION  FOR  MAGICIANS. 

The  Concerts  Artists'  Journal,  Febru¬ 
ary  edition  (London.  England.)  has  a 
full  page  article  on  material  from  the 
pen  of  Cecil  Cooke.  He  wishes  to  soften 
the  work  of  the  conjurer’s  brain  thieves, 
who  only  wait  to  steal  some  one’s  trick 
and  add  it  to  their  own  show.  We  agree 
with  Mr.  Maskelyne  that  there  are  a 
great  many  unscrupulous  people  in  the 
mystery  business  whose  greatest  talent 
is  to  take  from  others,  or  as  it  was 
called  “gobble  and  take.”  A  man  writ¬ 
ing  a  play  has  full  protection,  but  what 
protection  has  any  magician  who  actu- 


r  Ron  THE  Press 

WISE  , 

AND 

OTHERWISE 


ally  hits  upon  the  rare  idea  of  a  clever 
feat  or  illusion?  A  conjurer  has  as  much 
protection  for  his  inventions  as  a  snow 
ball  would  have  in  hades.  ’Tis  true  we 
have  some  gentlemen  in  the  mystery 
business,  but  you  show  us  one  man,  and 
we  will  show  you  two  that  carry  out 
Darwin’s  theory. 

We  once  took  out  papers  to  patent  an 
invention  of  ours— the  split  key  for  the 
British  cuff.  Did  it  do  any  good? 
Answer :  Yes,  to  those  that  did  not 

know  how  it  was  done.  And  now  if  you 
toss  up  a  .stone  in  the  Strand,  it  is  al¬ 
most  certain  to  fall  and  hit  some  one  on 
the  head  who  has  a  split  key  in  his 
pocket.  We  must,  however,  be  placed 
on  record  as  saying  that  the  magic  so¬ 
cieties  have  done  more  to  make  friends 
of  the  magicians  than  anything  that  has 
ever  occurred  in  the  history  of  mystery. 

All  magicians  should  help  each  other, 
but  with  sorrow  we  must  state  that,  as 
a  rule,  one  magician  will  instruct  his 
friends  in  the  secrets  of  his  rival’s 
feats,  simply  to  show  how  much  better 
he  is  than  this  other  fellow.  An  illu¬ 
sionist,  who  hails  from  America,  used  to 
make  it  a  practice  to  carry  the  best 
tricks  of  his  fellow-conjurers  in  his 
pockets,  and,  when  visiting  agents’  of¬ 
fices,  would  show  them  how  the  trick  was 
done,  simply  because  it  did  not  fit  in  his 
performance.  Let  us  be  friendly,  and 
help  one  another.  We  have  personally 
gone  on  a  stage  and  allowed  Kreiger  to 
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hypnotize  us,  and  made  a  hit  for  him. 
Of  course  he  did  not  know  who  we 
were,  and  we  enjoyed  the  fun  as  much 
as  he  did.  Lafayette  informed  us  that 
when  he  was  in  Vienna  he  acted  the 
clown  for  our  Vienna  correspondent, 
Ottokar  Fischer,  who  did  not  know  La¬ 
fayette.  They  are  now  the  best  of 
friends.  These  small  courtesies  are  the 
ones  that  help  weld  the  irons  of  broth¬ 
erly  friendship. 

>s<  2^: 

SPIRIT  PHOTOS  AGAIN.  .. 

The  Nezv  York  Sunday  World  last 
week  has  a  two-page  article,  most  inter¬ 
estingly  illustrated,  as  only  a  gigantic 
paper  like  the  W orld  can  illustrate,  in¬ 
forming  us  about  the  great  scientists 
who  believe  in  the  dead  being  able  to 
revisit  us  after  the  soul  has  left  the 
body.  While  it  makes  interesting  read¬ 
ing,  we  cannot  agree  with  any  of  it,  as 
those  spirit  photos  are  so  simple  of  pro¬ 
duction,  and  the  various  effects  reported 
so  easily  duplicated  that  the  only  thing 
we  can  say  is  that  Flamorien,  Stead, 
and  several  of  the  other  mentioned 
great  minds,  have  lately  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  keep  in  close  confinement, 
so  as  to  evade  questions  that  they 
could  not  answer. 

* 

DEATH  OF  HARRY  N.  STORK. 

The  Democrat  and  Chronicle,  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  March  3,  1907,  states  that  Henry  N. 
Stork  died  the  morning  before  at  his  home, 
No.  8  Chamberlain  street,  aged  43  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  best  known  conjurers  in  this 
country. 

Early  in  the  eighties  Mr.  Stork  went  to 
Detroit,  where  he  engaged  in  the  business  of 
selling  apparatus  used  by  magicians,  much 
of  which  he  invented  himself.  Such  well- 
known  professional  conjurers  as  Alexander 
Herrmann  and  Harry  Keller  purchased  his  il¬ 
lusions. 

Mr.  Stork  traveled  for  several  seasons  with 
Harry  Keller  in  an  advisory  capacity,  and 


Mr.  Keller  repeatedly  said  that  Mr.  Stork  was 
the  most  valuable  assistant  with  whom  he  had 
been  associated  in  his  long  career  as  a  pro¬ 
fessional  entertainer. 

About  seven  years  ago  Mr.  Stork  retired 
from  the  stage  and  settled  down  in  Rochester. 
He  leaves  a  wife  and  his  mother. 

He  *  >i: 

BOSTON  BITS. 

By  Frederick  Roche. 

After  each  of  Mr.  Houdini’s  visits  to  Bos¬ 
ton  "handcuffers”  spring  from  everywhere. 
For  the  last  two  weeks  everybody  from  “the 
stable  boy  to  the  landlord”  is  performing  "es¬ 
capes.” 

Thomas  Lloyd,  a  porter  at  the  Hotel  West¬ 
minster,  after  several  unsuccessful  attempts, 
got  out  of  a  box  in  20  minutes.  He  also  es¬ 
caped  from  an  icebox.  How  is  that  for  a 
freezeout? 

Miss  Effie  Lorraine,  a  200-pound  “Venus” 
has  been  added  to  the  ranks  of  the  “hand¬ 
cuffers.”  According  to  a  Boston  paper,  she 
escaped  from  the  vault  of  the  Old  Winthrop 
bank,  Washington  street,  Roxury,  in  18  min¬ 
utes.  Some  doubt  this,  but  the  story  has 
secured  her  an  engagement  at  a  local  dime 
museum.  She  claims  her  escape  was  accom¬ 
plished  by  methods  other  than  Houdini’s. 
She  will  use  a  box  and  a  hamper  at  the 
museum.  It  will  be  a  tight  fit. 

One  of  the  amateur  “handcuff  kings”  hear¬ 
ing  that  Mr.  Houdini  would  jump  off  from  a 
bridge  and  escape  from  the  cuffs  in  the  water, 
purchased  a  collapsible  bathtub,  and  now 
shows  his  friends  how  he  does  it. 

Millard  Franklin,  one  of  the  local  handcuff 
kings,  was  drowned  when  the  steamer  Larch- 
mont  went  down  off  Block  Island  a  few  weeks 
ago. 

On  May  7,  1906,  a  number  of  the  amateurs 
of  Boston  met  and  organized  the  Society  of 
Boston  Magicians.  Walter  M.  Jackson  was 
chosen  president,  S.  Wilson  Bailey,  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Pins  were  adopted.  The  so¬ 
ciety  meets  every  fortnight  in  Cambridge,  and 
•has  on  file  The  Conjurer's  Monthly  and  all 
the  other  magazines  relating  to  magic. 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

In  this  department  it  is  the  privilege  of  our 
readers  to  bring  to  public  notice  any  topic  worthy 
of  discussion  or  deserving  of  censure  or  exposure.  Our 
columns  are  thus  thrown  open  in  the  hopes  that  con¬ 
ditions  may  be  bettered  or  evils  abated  by  such  pub¬ 
licity.  As  no  restrictions  are  Imposed  upon  corre¬ 
spondents,  the  editor  does  not  hold  himself  re¬ 
sponsible  for  opinions  expressed  in  this  department. 


Riverside,  Ill.,  Feb.  19,  '07. 
Editor  Conjurers"  Monthly  IMaga- 

ZINE. 

Sir;  In  your  February  number  you 
do  me  the  honor  of  mentioning  my 
name,  and  with  it  create  a  pun  which, 
by  the  way,  I  don’t  mind  admitting  is 
quite  appropriate ;  you  know  it  takes 
wind  to  make  any  windmill  go,  and  a 
good  deal  to  operate  the  windmill  of  3 
magician’s  life. 

Please  don’t  misunderstand  me ;  I  am 
not  taking  exception  to  your  manner  of 
joking,  but  feel  rather  flattered,  as  the 
name  was  given  me  at  my  first  appear¬ 
ance  on  earth,  and  has  remained  with 
me  unaltered  during  my  twenty-five 
years’  residence  here,  and  I  am  proud 
of  it. 

I  enjoy  reading  your  paper  immense¬ 
ly,  and  really  believe  that  any  reader 
gets  one  hundred  times  his  money’s 
worth. 

Inasmuch  as  you  ask  "What's  the 
matter?”  and  "Why  have  I  not  become 
one  of  the  best  conjurers?”  allow  me  to 
state  (and  it  will  please  me  very  much 
if  you  will  publish  this  letter)  that  I 
am  still  quite  young  (only  a  little  over 
twenty -five),  and  perhaps  in  the  near 
future  I  may  safely  lay  claim  to  being 
one  of  the  best. 

Most  of  my  time,  in  the  past  seven 
years,  has  been  spent  with  circuses,  in 
museums,  concert  halls  and  other  ig¬ 
noble  (?)  places  (at  least  so  called  by 
some  snobbish,  kid-gloved  amateurs 


who  would  starve  to  death  if  they  ever 
got  away  from  home),  and  as  the  editor 
has  himself  been  through  the  mill,  you 
will  appreciate  the  saying  of  the  great 
New  England  philosopher,  Ralph 
Waldo  Emerson :  "The  height  of  the 
pinnacle  is  determined  by  the  breadth 
of  the  base.”  So  you  see  I  have  been 
merely  laying  a  good  foundation  and 
shortly  I  hope  to  give  you  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  the  beautiful  mansion  I  am 
building  thereon. 

Rockets  and  lightning  appear  for  a 
moment  high  up  and  with  a  flash,  but 
old  John  D.  believes  in  the  steady  glow 
of  the  lowly  oil. 

So,  Mr.  Editor,  from  your  own  ex¬ 
perience,  that  to  the  persevering  mortal 
the  blessed  immortals  are  slow  at  first 
but  finally  give  their  rewards  in  good 
round  chunks,  and  watch  for  the  "airy” 
name  of  Windecker  to  rise  on  the  hori¬ 
zon  of  success  and  illuminate  the  realm 
of  magic  in  a  w^ay  that  will  be  highly 
complimentary  to  your  keen  powers  of 
discernment  as  to  my  early  promises. 

Wishing  you  the  best  of  luck,  and 
thanking  you  for  your  kind  mention,  I 
remain.  Yours  winded, 

A.  Windecker. 


Budapest,  Hungaria,  Jan.  29,  ’07. 
Editor  Conjurers’  Magazine. 

Sir:  Enclosed  find  my  permanent  ad¬ 
dress.  Pleased  to  inform  you  that  Mrs. 
Thorn  is  well,  and  things  are  brighter 
than  ever. 
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For  month  of  February  and  March 
we  are  booked  at  the  Central  Theatre, 
Chemnitz,  Germany.  It  may  interest 
your  readers  to  know  that  Elberfeld 
(where  you  opened  that  bank  safe)  now 
boasts  of  the  largest  and  finest  theatre 
in  Germany.  i\Ir.  Matin  Stein  has  been 
elected  director. 

Kindest  regards  to  all  friends,  and 
with  best  wishes. 

Yours  for  always, 

Ernest  Thorn. 


Okmulgee,  I.  T.,  Jan.  20,  1907. 
Editor  Conjurers'  Monthly  Maga¬ 
zine. 

Sir :  The  copy  of  your  magazine  con¬ 
taining  the  article  about  Nickle  has  just 
reached  me. 

I  am  much  pleased  at  the  manner  in 
which  you  displayed  it.  As  I  was  a 
great  admirer  of  IMr.  Nickle,  I  have  felt 
for  years  that  something  about  him 
should  have  been  put  in  print.  When  I 
get  home  again  I  will  look  up  some¬ 
thing  about  the  late  Johnathan  Harring¬ 
ton  (the  original),  who  was  the  best 
known  magician  in  New  England  for 
many  years.  I  met  the  old  gentleman  a 
few  times.  He  died  at  Revere,  Mass., 
May  4,  1880.  I  might  also  get  a  “story” 
about  Charles  E.  Eillibrown  of  Salem, 
Mass.,  if  you  wish  it.  No  doubt  you 
will  remember  E.  C.  Taylor.  Do  you 
know  whether  he  is  still  living  or  not? 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  his  wife 
(Irena)  and  his  daughter  Florence. 
They  are  still  living  in  Someiwille,  Mass. 
But  they  do  not  know  where  he  is.  His 
full  name  is  Eli  Cooper  Taylor,  born  in 
England.  Fie  came  to  America  when  a 
very  young  child.  I  have  an  excellent 
photograph  of  him,  which  I  will  lend  to 
you  if  you  wish  it.  In  a  series  of  arti¬ 
cles  about  once  famous  magicians  you 
ought  to  get  “stories”  about  Oliver 


(Revillo)  who,  I  believe,  died  in  South 
America;  also  Balabrega.  I  remember 
him  when  he  first  appeared  in  Boston 
at  the  “Howard”  and  was  billed  as  the 
“Swedish  Boy  Wonder.” 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  from  you  at 
any  time. 

Yours  most  sincerely, 

W.  E.  Floyd. 


Newport  News,  AH.,  F'eb.  ii,  ’07. 
Editor  Conjurers'  ^Monthly  IMaga- 

ZINE. 

Sir:  Reading  your  query  as  to 

whether  or  not  I  am  still  in  the  business, 
allow  me  to  enlighten  you.  I  have  been 
'living  in  retirement  the  past  four  years 
in  the  above  mentioned  town,  owing  to 
sickness  and  to  an  unfortunate, marriage, 
into  which  I  entered  whilst  playing  an 
engagement  at  the  Argyle  Music  Hall, 
Birkenhead,  England ;  my  wife  and  I 
separated  after  a  year  and  six  months  of 
married  life.  Expect  shortly  to  again 
become  active  in  the  profession,  and  ex¬ 
tend  greeting  to  Downs,  Thurston, 
Chung  Lung  Soo  and  all  other  friends. 
Anyone  wishing  to  hear  from  me  can 
personally  write  to  my  home  address, 
Flotel  Huntington,  Newport  News,  Va. 

Trusting  you  will  find  space  for  my 
letter  in  your  esteemed  magazine,  I  re¬ 
main 

Yours  sincerely, 

Welsh  Miller. 


Afton,  Stacey  Road,  Cardiff, 
January  26,  1907. 
Editor  Conjurers'  Magazine. 

Sir:  I  have  had  each  number  of  your 
paper,  and  it  is  a  welcome  addition  to 
the  magazines  devoted  to  magic.  Our 
own  Wizard,  and  the  Conjurers’  Month¬ 
ly  are  really  good  papers,  the  others  are 
monthly  catalogues.  Now  there  is  one 
thing  that  I  do  not  care  for  in  your 
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paper,  and  that  is  the  handcuff  articles. 
Conjurers  are  very  little  interested  in 
handcuffs ;  you  are  personally,  as  I 
know,  a  specialist  in  this  branch,  but 
taking  it  generally,  it  interests  magicians 
about  equal  to  any  other  trick — not 
more.  Now,  personally,  I  can  get  out 
of  a  pair  of  English  regulation  hand¬ 
cuffs  that  are  not  in  any  way  tampered 
with,  without  any  master  key.  In  fact,  a 
pair  of  ordinary  cuffs  can  be  put  on  and 
I  will  get  out  of  them  before  a  spectator 
without  any  “fakes”  of  any  kind.  This 
is  a  fine  secret,  and  I  believe  it  is  only 
known  to  very  few ;  yet,  although  I 
know  it  and  can  work  it,  I  have  nev^er 
done  so  in  any  of  my  entertainments, 
always  preferring  to  give  experiments 
of  a  more  interesting  nature. 

Let  us  have  some  interesting  conjur¬ 
ing  tricks  in  your  paper  and  please  drop 
the  handcuff  articles ;  no  one  is  in  the 
least  interested  in  them;  at  least  I  have 
never  yet  met  a  conjurer  that  took  any 
interest  in  the  handcuff  act,  and  I  have 
met  a  few.  Now,  in  one  number  you 
mention  a  card  conjurer  who  you  say  is 
the  cleverest  that  ever  lived — the  Vi¬ 
ennese  called  Hofzinser.  As  I  know 
that  you  are  yourself  a  good  card  per¬ 
former.  your  statement  about  Hofzin¬ 
ser  is  interesting.  I  have  a  fine  library 
of  works  on  magic,  and  am  fairly  well 
informed,  but  I  have  never  heard  of 
this  man  before.  I  feel  sure  it  would 
interest  your  readers  very  much  if 
you  gave  us  all  the  particulars  -you 
could  regarding  him.  What  were 
his  principal  tricks?  When  cbd  he 
live?  Who  was  he  and  what  did  he 
particularly  excel  in?  All  this  would 
be  very  interesting. 

Wishing  you  well. 

Yours  truly, 

Chas.  Oswald  Williams. 


ANSWERS  TO  VARIOUS 
j.  QUESTIONS 


Chas.  Oswald  Williams,  Cardiff.  The 
handcuff  series  is  one  of  the  main  features 
and  is  selling  the  magazine.  Although  it  may 
not  interest  you,  we  are  constantly  receiving 
letters  regarding  the  articles,  and  asking  in¬ 
formation  on  various  handcuff  subjects.  It 
will  be  continued  until  finished. 

Regarding  Hofzinser,  he  was  born  in 
Vienna,  Austria,  July  6,  1806,  and  died  in 
the  same  place,  March  i,  1875;  his  great 
tricks  were  to  use  a  certain  prepared  pack 
of  cards,  so  that  no  one  could  think  tl’.at 
he  resorted  to  mechanical  cards.  He 
mixed  sleight  of  hand  with  mechanical  ef¬ 
fects;  he  undoubtedly  was  the  inventor  of 
the  glass  clock  in  which  the  counter  weight 
is  used.  Instead  of  using  only  the  hours,  he 
had  a  full  pack  of  cards  glued  on  the  dial, 
and  the  pointer  would  indicate  the  cards  se¬ 
lected. 

We  will  have  an  entire  article  about  him 
in  one  of  our  forthcoming  issues.  We 
must  take  one  conjurer  after  the  other. 
His  programmes  and  photographs  will  be 
reproduced. 


i'fi 


* 


Atlanta,  Ga.  Write  full  particulars  and 
we  will  publish  it  in  our  Mail  Bag  col¬ 
umns.  But  be  careful,  as  you  are  not  the 
first  man  that  lost  his  wife  through  the 
arts  of  a  conjurer.  Will  hold  back  your 
appeal  until  we  hear  from  you  again  on 
this  subject.  As  an  answer  to  your  sec¬ 
ond  question,  we  can  only  say,  with  our 
comedians,  that  it  is  very  hard  to  lose  a 
wife,  in  fact  almost  impossible. 


Jk  * 

Albertz.  The  first  handkerchief  is  pro¬ 
duced  from  the  end  of  a  hollow  tip  on 
wand;  the  second  from  a  false  finger  shell, 
and  the  third  from  a  small  pocket  near 
the  elbow  on  coat  sleeve,  which  you  ob¬ 
tain,  whilst  showing  the  audience  that  you 
will  roll  up  your  sleeves,  thereby  allowing 
your  hand  to  easily  grasp  the  handker¬ 
chief. 
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John  Zimmer,  Phila.  Impossible  for 
ns  to  mentio’n  all,  but  the  best  known  con¬ 
jurers  with  names  starting  with  H,  are  as 
follows :  Hespe,  Herrmann,  Houdin,  Ham¬ 
ilton,  Holden,  Hall  Sr.,  Heimburger,  Herk¬ 
imer,  Hollis,  Heller,  Hartz  Bros.,  Hertz, 
Hornmann,  Hilliard,  Hilliar,  Horn,  Henri, 
Hannover,  Harme.s,  Heaubeck,  Hiam, 
Henri  Hermann  (now  with  Devant  of 
England),  Hugh,  Haj-man  (we  know  four 
different  Haymans),  Hartman,  Hoffmann, 
Harrell,  Hermes,  Holland,  Hardeen,  Hurd, 
Heilman,  Herwin,  Hewes,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

*  * 

Reader,  Boston,  Mass.  In  1896  a  spiritual¬ 
istic  walking  piano  was  patented.  A  man  was 
concealed  inside.  Maskelyne  introduced  some¬ 
thing  like  this  effect  in  one  of  his  sketches. 
We  personally  saw  this  and  it  created  much 
merriment,  as  the  piano  chased  the  terror- 
stricken  subject  about  the  stage. 

*  V  >(> 

Louis  Grannet.  Letter  received.  Send 
along  any  material  you  may  obtain.  Party 
to  whom  j'^ou  refer  was  Hardeen.  They 
used  to  call  him  Texas.  Seventy-fifth 
street  is  not  the  street  it  used  to  be.  We 
lived  there,  I  mean,  starved  there  for  years. 

if.  -if. 

Well  built.  New  York.  Certainly,  jmu 
can  wear  tights  when  doing  magic.  It  is  not 
the  fortune  of  everybody  to  have  good 
limbs,  and  if  3^011  wish  to  wear  tights,  go 
right  ahead  and  do  so.  Ziska,  Powell  and 
many  other  conjurers  wear  tight  fitting 
knee  pants.  By  all  means  give  the  audience 
a  treat. 

*  *  * 

B.  G.  Hull,  Brooklyn.  Stripper  pack  of 
cards,  are  where  the  cards  are  narrower 
at  one  end  than  at  the  other.  \  ou  allow 
a  card  to  be  selected,  while  selector  is 
looking  at  the  chosen  card,  turn  3mur 
cards  around,  and  when  the  chosen  card 
is  returned,  it  can  be  distinguished  by  be¬ 
ing  wider  than  the  rest,  at  one  end,  which 
will  enable  3'ou  to  draw  it  out  of  the  pack, 
and  place  it  anywhere  3^011  wish.  AH 
dealers  sell  them.  The3'  will  cost  from 
25  cents  per  pack  up  to  $2.  They  are  very 
useful,  requiring  ver3'  little  practice. 


John  N.  Hilliard,  Rochester.  Greetings. 

Angthing  doing  in  answer  to  our  exchanged 

letters?  Hope  all’s  well. 

4: 

Peter  Hansen,  Kopenhagen.  Mailed  pa¬ 
per  to  3'our  address. 

*  *  * 

Paul  Kinkade,  Revere.  We  positively 
refuse  to  inform  3'ou  who  sent  us  the  news. 
We  make  it  a  rule  never  to  publish  names, 
without  the  writer’s  permission,  and  in 
this  case  we  were  asked  to  omit  same. 

4:  4:  4: 

Teegardens,  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Thanks,  so 

do  we.  Plope  3’-ou  alwa3's  will. 

*  *  * 

MacKiernan,  Stuebenville.  We  do  not 
reply  to  such  questions,  but  can  refer  you 

to  the  editor  of  the  War  Cry. 

*  ♦  * 

Joseph  Wolf,  Peru,  Ill.  Instead  of  a  bag 
being  used,  a  small  light  weight  tube  is 
used,  which  is  sewn  in  the  last  produced 
handkerchief. 

* 

Albert  Rudiger,  New  York.  It  all  de¬ 
pends  on  what  the  trick  is.  If  3mu  wish  to 
sell  it,  patent' it;  but  if  the  trick  is  one  you 

wish  to  keep  secret,  don’t  patent  it. 

*  * 

Reader,  St.  Louis.  Thanks  for  that  clip¬ 
ping. 

*  *  * 

W.  L.  Hicks.  Pleased  to  hear  from  you 
any  old  time. 

♦  +  4^ 

Chris  M.  Forbes,  Lanark,  Canada.  Will 
use  that  item  ami  give  you  credit  for  same. 
Heard  of  Old  Malabar  when  we  were  in 
Scotland.  There  is  another  old  man  in  Leith 
who  sells  horse  radish,  and  in  between  sales, 
does  the  ball  trick. 

*  *  * 

G.  Dana  Taylor.  Can  you  not  procure 
better  photos?  We  would  like  very  much 
to  reoroduce  Potter’s  grave,  as  he  is  one 
of  the  earl3'  magicians.  M  e  will  pay  all  ex¬ 
penses. 

*  *  * 

James  Trask.  You  don’t  say  so!  We 
believe  3'ou-not !  In  other  words  you  are 
trying  to  catch  birds  by  putting  salt  on 
their  tails.  Run  along  now  and  be  a  good 
boy. 
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Harry  Mulvey,  Indianapolis.  Yes  in¬ 
deed,  we  know  the  secret  you  mention, 
and  it  will  appear  later  in  the  article  on 
Handcuff  Secrets.  But  we  can’t  publish 
the  whole  thing  in  one  issue.  We  do  not 
sell  other  performers’  secrets,  and  again 
must  inform  you  we  are  for  the  craft  and 
not  for  the  graft. 

*  ♦  * 

Chatham.  Breslaw  was  riot  an  English¬ 
man,  but  a  German.  He  was  one  of  the 
best  known  conjurers  in  England.  He  ar¬ 
rived  in  London  about  1763  and  travelled 
steadih^  until  1803.  He  is  buried  in  Liver¬ 
pool.  We  have  never  seen  an  authentic 
picture  of  him,  but  in  our  collection  we 
have  sketches,  programmes  and  clippings, 
enough  to  make  an  interesting  article  in 
a  future  number  of  the  magazine. 

*  *  * 

Bud  Chambers,  Glasgow.  So  you  warn 
us  against  your  city.  Allow  us  to  tell  you 
we  are  booked  for  Glasgow,  and  will  appear 
even  if  the  entire  handcuff  fraternity  appears. 
The  only  place  in  which  we  know  fear,  is  in 
the  dictionary.  Go  right  ahead  and  do  your 
worst. 

A.  H.  Provost,  Fall  River.  Yours  is  a 
strange  question.  We  will  say  9,546-  If  yori 
don’t  believe  it,  count  them. 

jK  * 

G.  S.  B. — There  are  so  many  ways  of  doing 
the  bag  trick  that  it  is  impossible  to  explain 
one  unless  you  state  which  one  you  wish. 
The  simple  method  is  for  a  person  to  get  out, 
then  have  the  assistant  sew  up  the  bag,  or 
else  you  resort  to  the  false  seam  method. 
Will  describe  a  few  bag  tricks  in  the  future 
issues  of  the  IMagazine. 

*  *  * 

B.  G.  Hull — Best  books,  to  consult  are 
Spirit  Mediums  Unmasked,  Robinson’s  Slate 
Writing,  Bottom  Facts  of  Spiritualism.  If 
you  will  let  us  know  which  rope  tie  you  wish, 
we  will  explain  in  next  number. 

*  *  * 

Arthur  V.  Sterry. — Hope  you  will  always 
like  it.  Don’t  be  afraid  of  making  complaints. 
We  shall  publish  simple  tricks  from  time  to 
time. 


^  Jottings  and 
%.Jumblings  J 

Who  knows  the  whereabouts  of  J.  Ran- 
dell  Brown,  formerly  of  Minneapolis?  His 
mother  seeks  his  address.  If  this  meets  his 
gaze,  will  he  kindly  write  to  her  in  care  of  D. 
J.  Witaker,  237  Seventeenth  avenue.  Council 
Bluffs? 

*  ♦  * 

The  Pettits  who  are  earning  for  them¬ 
selves  the  reputation  of  being  the  representa¬ 
tive  colored  magicians  of  America  are  with 
the  Gidean  &  Ferndon’s  Hottest  Coon  in 
Dixie  Company. 

if.  ^  if. 

Canfield  and  Hilderra  have  signed  with 
the  Lowery  shows  for  the  corning  sum¬ 
mer  season.  Their  work  reminds  us  of  the 
old  time  halc3'on  circus  da}^s.  They  are 
booked  to  do  magic,  juggling,  trapeze  and 
contortionistic  evolutions. 

if  if  if 

Grace  Courtland,  The  Witch  of  Wall 
street,  is  on  the  Majestic  Circuit,  and  is 
reputed  to  answer  all  questions  propound¬ 
ed'  by  the  audience,  without  making  use  of 
pads,  telephone  connections  or  confeder¬ 
ates. 

*  *  * 

Buckhardt  has  been  informing  folks  that 
he  will  quit  his  graft  act  next  season  and 
produce  a  fine  mysterious  entertainment. 
He  is  at  present  at  Walker’s  Museum  in 
Boston,  and  if  he  makes  as  much  money 
playing  dates  with  a  straight  act  as  he  has 
been  doing  with  his  graft  he  must  do  well. 
We  give  him  credit  for  being  a  good  worker. 

^  :<c 

Pauline,  the  Hypnotist,  was  at  the  Nel¬ 
son  Theatre,  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  gave 
a  creditable  performance.  He  is  assisted 
by  Chas.  Kenna  and  the  Four  American 
Trumpeters.  Business  good. 

* 

Arthur  H.  Moser  is  playing  Western 
New  York  State  under  the  management  of 

C.  F.  Hartman  and  reports  S.  R.  O.  busi¬ 


ness. 
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Adelaide  Herrmann  was  the  feature  act 
at  the  Orpheum  in  Utica,  New  York,  and 
made  her  accustomed  hit. 

*  ♦ 

Miller,  a  Handcuff  King,  was  in  Saginaw 
some  time,  ago,  and  as  there  are  several 
Miller  Cuff  Kings,  we  think  they  ought  to 
place  some  identification  mark  on  their 
names,  so  we  can  tell  one  from  the  other. 
Prof.  IMiller  of  Philadelphia  is  still  unhand¬ 
cuffing  himself,  and  his  son  seems  to  be 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  dad. 

*  ♦  * 

Albene  and  Labrandt  are  commencing  to  be 
rated  as  a  feature  act  out  West. 

*  * 

Albini  played  Seattle,  Washington,  at 
the  Star  Theatre,  and  as  this  is  the  town 
in  which  he  once  was  a  real  manager,  his 
good  friends  all  gathered  in  force  to 
give  him  a  heartj-  greeting. 

=|:  *  * 

The  New  York  Clipper  states  that  J.  W. 
Coffey,  the  well-known  skeleton  dude,  has 
suffered  an  injurj^  to  his  leg,  and  although 
he  greatly  objects  to  asking  charity,  his 
friends  would  aid  him  by  contributions  to 
assist  him  in  buying  a  wagon  in  which  he 
can  travel  and  earn  his  living.  He  is  not 
able  to  walk,  but  is  otherwise  in  good 
health.  His  financial  condition  is  very 
bad,  and  those  of  his  friends  who  care  to 
aid  him,  may  address  him  in  care  of  the 
Franklin  Hotel,  Chester,  Pa. 

*  *  ^ 

Kellar,  the  magician,  is  still  merril}’’ 

plodding  along,  doing  a  g'ood  business. 
Herr  Valadon  seems  now  to  have  a  better 
faculty  of  pleasing  his  audiences.  Kellar 
has  neither  denied  nor  affirmed  the  rumor 
that  Valadon  will  be  his  successor.  Ques¬ 
tion.  Will  Kellar  retire? 

*  ♦  * 

Edwin  Stevens,  the  well-known  comic  opera 
comedian,  who  is  now  playing  vaudeville  time, 
is  the  best  conjurer  that  we  have  ever  seen, 
who  belongs  to  the  legitimate  stage,  bar  no 
one. 


The  Great  De  Weird  played  a  week  at 
Altoona.  They  say  his  act  was  weird. 

^ 

Adams  and  Mack  are.  still  on  the  Keith 
Tour,  and  if  they  did  not  expose  all  of 
their  tricks,  they  would  not  have  to  be  so 
quiet.  Different  managers  of  Keith’s  Theatres 
have  personalK  informed  us  that  it  is  a  pity 
for  them  to  show  up  the  work. 

*  *  * 

The  London  Encore  has  a  paragraph, 
mentioning  acts  that  were  willing  to  lend 
their  aid  against  the  strikers  on  the  Music 
Hall  stage.  Amongst  the  notables  was 
that  of  William  Robinson,  known  as 
Chung  Ling  Soo,  who  offered  to  give  a 
two-hour  show  to  Mr.  Stoll  at  any  of  his 
houses.  What  has  Robinson  to  say  about 
this? 

*  ’I'  * 

Herrmann  the  Third,  and  Ziska  and  King 
held  a  meeting  in  Boston,  to  talk  over  the 
advisability  of  Herrmann  engaging  Ziska 
and  King  for  his  show.  This  ought  to 
score  an  improvement,  and  it  will  be  a  novelty. 
With  Kellar  retiring,  Herrmann  now  ought 
to  have  a  good  field  in  America. 

^  ^  ^ 

Warren  Keene,  with  the  novelty  glass  clock, 
“Ask-me”  is  reported  to  have  met  with  an 
instantaneous  success. 

^  ^ 

Henry  Steel  Olcott,  co-founder  of  the 
Theosophical  Society  with  Madame  Blav- 
atsky  recently  died  in  Adyar,  India.  His 
death  has  been  announced  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Society,  iMr.  Alexander  Fuller¬ 
ton. 

*  *  * 

The  Floyds,  Lyceum  Magicians,  have  been 
reengaged  for  next  season  by  the  American 
Lyceum  Union ;  and  as  they  play  J.  J.  Flynn’s 
circuit  of  Parks  again  this  summer,  they  have 
work  booked  solid  for  i8  months. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  Francis  J.  Werner,  President  of  the 
Society  of  American  Magicians,  was  tendered 
a  masque  surprise  party  by  a  few  of  his 
friends  at  his  Parkville  estate. 
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I^andcuff  Secrets  €xpo$e(l 


The  material  for 
these  articles  was 
gathered  during 
the  author’s  first 
tour  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain.  and  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  publica¬ 
tion  In  book  form. 
This  was  done  In 
reponse  to  the 
thousands  of  re¬ 
quests  for  light 
upon  the  methods 
used  by  the  horde 
of  Imitators  who 
sprang  up  at  that 
time.  After  the 
manuscript  had  been 
completed,  the 
pressure  of  pro¬ 
fessional  engagements  prevented  Immediate  publica¬ 
tion.  The  text  will  now  be  printed  for  the  first  time 
In  monthly  Installments  In  the  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Magazine,  to  whose  pages  It  Is  peculiarly  appropriate. 
Readers  must  bear  In  mind  that  the  fact  of  its  being 
prepared  for  publication  in  book  form  necessitates  a 
somewhat  arbitrary  and  unusual  division  of  the  various 
Instalments,  but,  in  its  entirety,  this  treatise  on 
handcuff  secrets  will  be  the  most  complete  and 
reliable  volume  ever  published  on  this  unique  form 
of  mystery  and  entertainment. 

Copyright,  1900.  By  Harry  Houdini.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 

INSTALMENT  VII 
DOUBLE  LOCK  RATCHETS 

{Continued) 


This  double  lock  ratchet  handcuff  is 
also  the  most  dangerous  handcuff,  for 
if  you  break  the  key  or  anything  on 
the  lock  the  cuff  must  be  cut  off  from 
the  wrist.  It  cannot  be  forced  back  with 
the  above  steels ;  still  the  old  time  ratchet 
can  be  opened  with  the  spring  steel  as  it 
only  locks  once. 

One  good  key  which  may  be  called  a 
Master  Key  will,  however,  open  almost 
all  double  lock  ratchets. 

Illustration  No.  4. 

The  cuffs  shown  in  this  illustration 
are:  (D)  Boston  Bean  Prison  Cuff, 

(E)  The  Bean  Giant,  and  (F)  the  Bean 
Prison  Legiron.  The  above  cuffs  are 
the  inventions  of  Capt.  E.  D.  Bean  of 
Boston,  who  at  one  time  offered  $500 
to  any  one  that  could  escape  from  the 
cuff  with  or  without  the  key;  slipping 
the  hands  were  barred.  I  escaped  from 
this  cuff,  in  less  than  10  minutes,  and 
now  if  it  takes  me  25  seconds,  it  appears 
a  long  time. 


Illustration  No.  4. 

The  Boston  Cuff  requires  a  piece  of 
spring  like  apparatus  as  in  illustration 
No.  3,  but  with  a  double  tooth. 

It  is  a  cuff  much  used  by  fraudulent 
spirit  mediums.  All  these  handcuffs 
that  can  be  opened  by  the  aid  of  a  piece 
of  spring  steel  are  very  useful,  inasmuch 
as  they  can  be  brought  up  to  perform¬ 
ers  with  key-holes  plugged,  sealed  and 
soldered  and  as  a  result  the  release  from 
same  is  most  mystifying  and  creates  ex¬ 
citement. 

Illustration  No.  5. 

(G)  American  Army — requiring  two 
keys  to  open.  (H)  American  Prison  Ad 
justable  Legirons.  These  are  one  of  the 
few  irons  that  are  double-locked.  (I) 
The  “Guiteau”  made  by  Rankin  &  Co., 
Philadelphia.  Such  was  the  style  of 
Cuff  which  I  have  been  informed  was 
used  on  Guiteau,  the  murderer  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Garfield,  who  was  afterwards  hang¬ 
ed  for  this  crime.  It  is  a  formidable  cuff 
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and  very  difficult  as  it  requires  a  key 
within  a  key  to  open.  In  the  year  1900 
I  visited  the  maker  of  these  cuffs  and 
asked  him  to  open  them  but  he  failed  to 
do  so ;  I,  however,  succeeded.  These 
cuffs,  made  rigid  by  having  a  bar  of 


now  obsolete  in  the  army— but  is  in 
use  at  present  in  the  U.  S.  Navy. 
Illustration  No.  6. 

(P)  Is  a  South  German  Cuff  resem¬ 
bling  the  English  regulation. 

(Q)  The  Berliner.  This  is  made  in 


Illustration  No.  5. 

iron  fixed  so  that  a  cuff'  was  on  each  end 
of  the  bar,  were  used  during  the  Civil 
^^'ar  on  those  who  had  received  bount}' 
money  and  had  run  away;  hence  they 
were  designated,  “The  Bounty  Jumper,” 
They  are  very  scarce.  Although  they 
lock  easily,  few  understood  how  to  open 
them  and  hundreds  of  them  had  to  be 
broken  off  the  prisoners’  wrists.  (J), 
The  Jersey  Cuff.  (  K )  The  Lilly  Iron. 
This  cuff'  was  invented  by  Captain  Lilly, 
U.  S.  Army.  He  was  the  first  man  that 
ever  put  them  on  and  through  a  strange 
irony  of  fate  he  died  with  a  pair  of 
them  on  him.  It  is  a  regulation  cuff — 


Illustration  No.  6. 

four  styles  and  also  made  with  a  belt 
for  strapping  hands  to  sides  of  the  body. 
The  escape  is  made  by  working  your 
hands  with  the  belts,  on  down  the  legs 
and  over  the  feet,  then  you  step  out. 

IR)  Is  the  Houdini  Bell  Lock  Hand¬ 
cuff,  (my  invention)  ;  a  bell  rings  when 
the  cuff  is  locked  or  unlocked. 

(S)  Spanish  Manacles  used  on  Pris¬ 
oners  about  1600  when  sentenced  to  be 
burned  to  death. 

(T)  In  Centre,  Thumb  screws  used  in. 
the  Bastile,  Paris. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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.A  SPIRITUALISTIC  SEANCE 
By  Monti. 

It  is  now  some  considerable  time 
since  I  attended  a  spiritualistic  seance, 
but  on  being  invited  to  one  held  re- 
cently,  I  accepted. 

It  was  on  Monday,  the  14th  of 
January,  that  we  stood  outside  a  dingy 
house  in  the  neighborhood  of  West- 
bourne  Park,  N.  W.  The  lower  part  of 
the  house  was  used  as  a  photographic 
studio,  but  what  attracted  our  earnest 
gaze  was  a  small  painted  signboard 
hanging  from  the  first  floor  balcony. 
It  contained  the  words:  “Madame  Rid¬ 
ley,  Clairvoyant  and  Psychometrist.”  I 


then  knew  that  this  was  the  abode  of 
the  “medium”  of  whom  we  were  in 
search.  We  strolled  through  the  nar¬ 
row  passage  and  toiled  up  a  still  nar¬ 
rower  flight  of  stairs,  until  knocking  at 
a  door,  we  were  bidden  to  enter.  The 
room  in  which  we  found  ourselves  con¬ 
tained  very  little  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  chairs  and  a  small  piano.  On 
the  mantel  shelf,  however,  I  noticed 
some  spirit  photographs,  and  it  was 
whilst  examining  these  that  Madame 
entered  the  room.  She  wished  us  good 
evening  and  started  chatting  to  a  lady 
friend,  mentioning  that  she  had  psycho¬ 
metrized  a  letter  received  and  had  dis¬ 
covered  that  this  lady  friend  wag  suffer¬ 
ing  from  a  bad  cold. 

We  started  the  “seance”  promptly  at 
8  o’clock  and  prayers  were  offered  up, 
asking  for  God’s  assistance  to  help  the 


medium  to  converse  with  and  convey 
the  messages  of  the  spirits.  Naturally 
enough,  we  did  not  join  in  this  blasphe¬ 
mous  appeal.  After  the  usual  messages 
from  those  off  the  earth  plane,  a  spirit, 
whom  they  called  “Lottie,”  commenced 
to  speak  through  the  medium,  and 
psychometrized  various  articles  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  “sitters.”  ■ 

W’hen  my  turn  came,  I  ^presented  a 
pair  of  handcuffs.  This  seemed  to  some¬ 
what  surprise  her,  and  I  noticed  sundry 
whisperings  pass  between  the  medium 
and  her  husband.  After  a  great  deal  of 
handling  the  medium  stated  what  the  ar- 
cles  were  and  asked  why  I  carried 
them.  I  told  her  that  T  used  them  very 
often,  whereupon  she  evidently 
jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  I  was 
connected  with  the  police,  and  said 
that  she  got  the  impression  of  robbers 
and  thieves,  and  continued  to  tell 
me  of  some  dangers  that  I 
would  meet  with  in  my  capacity 
(as  she  thought  of  a  detective.  I  led 
her  on  this  line  for  some  time,  and  then 
informed  her  that,  although  I  used  the 
cuffs,  1  had  never  mentioned  that  they 
had  fastened  criminals,  and  that  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  cuffs  had  never  been 
used  officially.  She  was,  of  course, 
somewhat  confused  by  this  statement, 
and  then  promptly  jumped  at  the  only 
other  likely  reason  for  my  carrying 
Handcuffs,  saying  “You  are  connected 
with  music  halls  and  are  on  the  stage ; 
and  sometimes  _you  get  fastened  up  in 
difficult  positions,  from  which  you  find 
it  very  hard  to  escape.”  I  told  her  that 
was  the  case,  and  she  asked  if  I  ever 
hurt  my  head  in  my  struggles  as  she 
got  that  impression.  I  said  “no !” 
whereupon  my  friend,  (whom  you  know 
wefl  as  Matlock  Brown)  caused  a  sen¬ 
sation  by  shouting  “You  try  the  straight 
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jacket,  cockie !”  These  words,  coming 
as  they  did,  from  a  very  substantial 
‘‘spirit,”  threatened  to  break  up  the 
meeting.  After  a  few  minutes,  how¬ 
ever,  peace  was  restored,  and  now  comes 
the  most  amusing  and  instructive  part. 
The  spirit,  who  is  supposed  to  be  a  lit- 
le  girl,  told  me  through  the  “medium” 
that  if  I  attended  the  sittings  regularly 
(at  a  i/  a  time)  she  knew  of  another 
“spirit”  who  used  to  be  a  clown  when 
on  the  earth,  and  if  I  believed  in  him 
he  would  open  with  a  “spirit  key,”  abso¬ 
lutely  any  handcuffs,  padlocks,  or  man¬ 
acles  with  which  I  could  be  fastened. 

Now  on  this,  what  about  the  Hand¬ 
cuff  Mystery?  All  you  have  to  do  is 
to  ^et  fastened  up  as  securely  as  possi¬ 
ble,  enter  the  cabinet,  and  wait  for  the 
spirit  to  unlock  everything.  I  was  not 
told  how  many  sittings  I  should  have 
to  attend  before  the  spirit  would  con¬ 
descend  to  favor  me  like  this,  but  prob¬ 
ably  I  should  enter  the  cabinet  a  young 
man,  and  emerge  very  aged,  with  a  grey 
head  and  beard  and  what  is  more,  still 
fastened.  No!  I  think  that  in  spite  of 
the  kind  offer,  I  will  still  continue  to 
effect  my  escape  by  other  methods, 
which  are  more  certain.  This  was  all 
the  information  I  could  get,  but  my 
friend,  IMatlock  Brown,  was  more  suc¬ 
cessful.-  He  was  told  that  a  large  sum 
of  money  was  to  come  to  him  when  he 
reached  the  age  of  21,  and  also  another 
sum  later  in  life.  As  he  is  already 
well  past  21,  he  is  now  seriously  consid- 
Perhaps  the  medium  could  give  him 
ering  the  advisability  of  making  a 
search  for  the  trustees  or  holders  of  the 
money,  as  same  has  never  reached  him. 
some  particulars  on  this  point,  and  some 
idea  as  to  where  it  would  be  best  to 


make  inquiries.  Then  she  told  him  that 
she  could  see  spirits  all  around  him 
and  gave  him  several  descriptions, 
which,  of  course,  he  failed  to  recognize. 
One  was  an  old  man  carrying  a  load  of 
books  and  papers,  and  the  medium 
asked  my  friend  if  he  was  entering  for 
an  examination;  he  answered  in  the  af¬ 
firmative  (having  already  given  her  the 
information  in  answer  to  a  previous 
question)  and  was  told  that  he  need  not 
worry  over  the  results  as  the  spirit  of 
the  old  gentleman  wished  to  say  that 
everything  would  be  all  right  and  that 
he  would  pass. 

One  other  point  which  we  particularly 
noticed,  goes  to  show  to  what  extent 
hysterically  inclined  women  and  even 
men  believe  in  these  humbugs.  A 
young  person  present  has  been  accused 
of  theft  by  her  mistress,  and  she  anx¬ 
iously  incpured  of  the  medium  whether 
ail  would  become  right.  After  some 
length}^  communication  with  the  spirits, 
the  medium  informed  her  that  her  in¬ 
nocence  would  certainly  be  proved  with¬ 
out  her  worrying  at  all ;  but,  in  the 
meantime,  she  was  to  put  the  matter  in 
a  solicitor’s  hands  and  let  him  carry  it 
throLigh.  The  question  is,  “why  spend 
money  on  solicitor’s  fees  when  one  is 
assured  that  by  trusting  in  the  spirits, 
perfect  innocence  will  be  established.  ’ 

j\Iy  friend  and  I  will  visit  the  same 
medium  in  a  week  or  so,  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  breaking  up  the  meeting  at 
which  so  many  weakminded  persons  at¬ 
tend  for  the  purpose  of  being  gulled  by 
one  who  takes  their  money  and  doubt¬ 
less  laughs  at  the  confiding  crowd  who 
still  continue  to  believe  in  “Spiritualism 
and  the  Spirit  World.” 
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Barter  and  exchange 


Advertisements  under  this  heading  are  accepted  free 
of  charge;  .there  is  no  after  graft  and  you  bind 
yourselves  to  nothing;  we  only  reserve  the  right  to 
exclude  any  advertisement  we  do  not  wish  in  our  pa¬ 
per. 

Please  Inform  us  of  all  unfair  dealings  as  we  wish 
to  protect  our  readers. 

Make  your  advertisement  brief  and  condensed,  omlt- 
Ing  unnecessary  words. 

What  am  I  offered  for  forty  back  num¬ 
bers  of  the  Mahatma?  Would  prefer 
mechanical  cards.  Richard  Freeman,  35 
W.  133d  street,  New  York. 


Would  like  to  haye  a  Hindoo  Box 
Trick,  or  Mj’-sterious  Barrel.  State  what 
is  desired  in  exchange.  Arthur  Kramer, 
Lennox  Hotel,  Boston,  Alass. 

Have  a  lot  of  juggling  apparatus,  clubs, 
etc.,  also  a  large  green  baize.  Will  will¬ 
ingly  exchange  for  any  idea  or  sutation 
that  can  be  made  use  of  in  my  club  jug¬ 
gling  act.  Sam  Altus,  209  E.  14th  street. 
New  York. 


For  Exchange — i  half-dollar  wand,  value 
$4.00,  and  I  Fire  Bowl,  value  $2.50.  Both 
brand  new.  Will  exchange  for  equal  value  in 
other  apparatus.  S.  J.  Stilwell,  Springfield, 
Ohio. 


Will  exchange  magicians’  photos,  cards,  etc. 
Thos.  J.  Peters,  3252  46th  street,  S.  W., 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Have  a  fine  centre  table,  heavy  gilt  mould¬ 
ing  wrist  and  rabbit  traps ;  everything  in  per¬ 
fect  condition  and  in  a  crate  ready  for  travel¬ 
ing  purposes.  Belonged  to  my  brother  the 
well-known  Magician  Gardner.  Will  sell  for 
$15.  A  positive  bargain.  Address,  Walter 
Gardner,  1737  Hannover  street,  Baltimore, 
Md. 


What  am  I  offered  ? 

Have  a  prepared  box,  made  of  heavy 
lumber,  on  which  anyone  can  hang  their 
own  locks  and  positively  defies  detection. 
Can  be  placed  in  the  lobby  of  the  theatre 
all  day,  and  have  had  thousands  examine 
same.  Size,  37  inches  long,  19  inches  high, 
and  22  inches  wide.  A  large  man  cannot 
be  placed  in  this  box.  J.  W.  Tomlin, 
1418  South  Charles  Street,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Highly  nickle-plated  Billiard  Ball  Hold¬ 
er  for  five  balls.  New.  Made  by  Yost 
&  Co.  Cost  $12.  Will  exchange  for  any¬ 
thing  good.  The  Kardells,  272  West  117th 
street.  New  York  City. 


To  trade  two  centre  tables,  with  trap, 
rice  and  orange  trick,  and  some  others. 
Will  send  photo.  What  have  you?  Carl 
Anderson,  Box  477,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  , 


Will  exchange  Aga,  Flying  lamp  ped¬ 
estal  (only)  tables,  pulls,  balls,  etc.,  for 
good  illusion  or  best  offer.  IMosher,  Magi¬ 
cian,  Little  Valley,  N.  Y. 


Organpipe  canisters,  handkerchief  wand, 
Roterberg’s  card,  lyre  and  bottle,  coffee 
and  milk  trick;  prefer  exchange  in  follow¬ 
ing  servants,  or  silk  handkerchiefs.  What 
is  best  offer?  Chas.  J.  Hagen,  1431  Ave 
A.,  N.  Y.  C. 

What  is  best  offer  for  following  which 
cost  me  $107?  Keller’s  coffee  and  milk  trick; 
sliding  die  caddie,  billiard  ball  change  to 
handkerchief,  bewitched  fan ;  Pocket  Poco 
camera  and  dark  room  outfit  complete  in 
every  detail ;  Edison  phonograph  and  six 
dozen  records.  Will  accept  other  tricks,  side 
tables,  or  black  art  outfit.  Wm.  H.  Trapha- 
gan,  16  William  street,  Ossining,  N.  Y. 


Who  can  supply  me  with  a  Lilly  Iron. 
Also  want  any  old-fashioned  handcuffs  or 
manacles.  Have  18-inch  glass  clock,  with 
nickle-plated  arrow,  two  side  tables  and  a 
set  of  double  drawer  boxes.  Will  ex¬ 
change  either  for  cuffs  or  brass  tubing 
cabinet.  Address,  Edw.  Johnson,  106  W. 
134th  street.  New  York. 
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H  O  C  V  S 

P  O  C  V  s 

I  V  N  I  O  R. 

The  Jnatomie  of 

LEGERDEMAIN. 

O  R. 

The  Art  of  lugling  fct  forth  in  b‘$  proper  colours,  folly 
pliinly,  fo  that  an  ignorant  pcifon  maytherebr 

leant  the  full  petfcak>noftheu«c,ahcr  a  Uttlcpraftife.  ^ 

Vnto  each  Tricke  added  the  figure,  where  it  is  aecdfuD 
fOTiaftruSioi), 

Thefeccnd  Edititn,  with  mtu^sdditmt, 

Prcllat  BibiIiquiiaLilulf<CCT& 


Printed  by  T.  H.  for  R.M.  i  6  ^ 

INSTALMENT  VII. 
MAGIC  BALL  AND  BUSHEL 

{Completed) 

The  manner  how  to  use  them  is  as 
follows :  Note  you  must  be  sure  to  fill 
the  top  of  your  bell  with  seed  before 
you  begin  to  show,  then,  saying,  “Gentle¬ 
men,  you  see  I  have  nothing  in  my  bell” 
(which  they  cannot,  if  you  hold  it  by 
the  handle)  “nor  have  I  any  thing  in 
my  bushel,  therefore  I  will  fill  my 
bushel  with  seed,”  and  in  filling  it  clap 
on  the  false  lid,  and  no  man  can  tell  the 

cuiiti  t*-~y. 

Then  ask  anybody  in  the  company  tu 
hold  that  seed  in  their  hands  and  you 
will  command  it  all  under  the  magical 
bell,  so  clap  the  true  lid  on,  and  then 
ring  your  bell,  and  the  seed  will  be  gone 
out  of  your  bushel  into  your  bell  to  the 
admiration  of  all  the  beholders. 


If  you  cannot  rightly  conceive  this 
by  words  you  may  have  them  of  newest 
fashions,  ready  made,  at  my  house. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

HOW  TO  PUT  A  RING  THROUGH 
ONE’S  CHEEK. 

You  must  have  two  rings  made  of 
silver  or  brass,  or  what  you  please,  of 
one  bigness,  color,  and  likeness,  saving 
that  one  must  have  a  notch  through,  and 
the  other  must  be  whole,  without  a 

o  o 

notch;  show  the  whole  ring  and  conceal 
that  which  has  the  notch,  and  say,  “Now 
I  will  put  this  ring  through  my  cheek,” 
and  privately  slip  the  notch  over  one 
side  of  your  mouth,  then  take  a  small 
stick,  which  5’ou  must  have  in  readiness, 
and  slip  the  whole  ring  upon  it,  holding 
your  hands  over  it  about  the  middle  of 
the  stick;  then  bid.  somebody  hold  fast 
the  stick  at  both  ends,  and  say,  “see 
this  ring  in  my  cheek,  it  turns  round ;” 
then  while  you  perceive  them  fasten 
their  eyes  upon  that  ring,  upon  a  sud¬ 
den  whip  it  out,  and  smite  upon  the 
stick  therewith  instantly  concealing  it, 
and  whirling  the  other  ring,  you  hold, 
your  hand  over  round  about  the  stick, 
and  it  will  be  thought  that  you  have 
brought  that  ring  upon  the  stick  which 
was  upon  your  cheek. 

4:  *  4: 

HOW  TO  CUT  THE  BLOWING 
BOOK. 

Take  a  book  seven  inches  long,  and 
about  five  inches  broad,  and  let  there  be 
forty-nine  leaves,  that  is  seven  times 
seven  contained  therein  so  as  you  may 
cut  upon  the  edges  of  each  leaf  six 
notches,  each  notch  in  depth  of  a  quarter 
of  an  inch. 

(To  be  continued) 
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B.  F.  RFITH’S 

TKeatres  and  Vaudeville  BooKin^  Circuit 


The  most  advantage¬ 
ous  opportunities 
offered  in  this  office  to 
Vaudeville  Artists  who 
are  desirous  of  engage¬ 
ments  covering  an  en¬ 
tire  season’s  work. 


Routes  arranged  by 
skilled  experts,  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  smallest  of 
jumps  with  a  minimum 
of  expense  in  railroad 
fares.  A  distinct  ad¬ 
vantage,  gained  ONLY 
in  this  office. 


KEITH’S  THEATRE,  PHILADELPHIA 

Performers  will  do  well  to  write 

B.  F.  KFITH’S  Booking  Offices,  St,  James  Bld^. 

»r.  /C.  HODGDON,  Booking  Manager 

825  to  828  St.  James  Building,  New  York  City 


Our  List  of  houses 
reaches  from  Portland, 
Maine,  to  Los  Angelos, 
California. 


Good  Acts  always  in 
demand  and  no  trouble 
to  Book  them  forty- 
five  weeks. 


^0 
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SPECIAL  NOTICE! 

These  serial  articles  will  be  continued  from  month  to  month 
until  the  entire  field  in  the  handcuff  mystery  is  exhausted  and 
other  facts  established  ;  we  will  alwaj'S  describe  spiritualistic  and 
illusionary  effects  and  show  how  to  do  magical  tricks  in  general ; 
so  if  you  are  not  a  subscriber  kindly  fill  out  the  subscription  blank 
below  and  send  it  to  us  with  one  dollar  and  have  the  Conjurers’ 
Monthh"  Magazine  sent  to  3"Ou  regularly  and  promptly  each 
month.  Back  numbers  can  be  purchased  at  10c.  a  copru 


RIUU  OUT  THIS  FORM  INOW 


And  mail  it,  together  with  One  Dollar,  to  The  Coil“ 

lurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Co.,  278 
W.  113th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Gentuemkn  : 

Please  send  me  CONJURERS’ 
MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  for  twelve  months, 

commencing  with  the . . . . .  . 

issue,  for  which  I  enclose  One  Dollar. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Dated . . . . .  190 


The  Columbia  Theatre 

The  City  Magical  Company 

MAKCFACTCRERS  OF 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

magical  Apparatus 

1,  Amersham  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 

“  AlwaA’s  a  Good  Show  at  The 

Everything  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic,  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter.  &c.  Applications  for  Eists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

Columbia.” 

We  Have  tHe  Latest  European  Novelties 

THE  ONLY  FIRST  CLASS  VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE  IN  TOWN 

TfinHlv  mpiition  Coniurers’  Monthlv  M 

Manager ;  Mr.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  I.  M.  C. 

agazine  in  answering  all  .\dvertisements 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  anywhere.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers'  Monthly  Magazine 


20th  century  wonders 

Illustrated  and  Descriptive  Catalogue 

Just  Published  The  finest  of  its  kind. 

The  Very  Latest  Tricks  and  Novelties. 
The  Art  of  Make  Up  ;  How  to  Start  in 
Show  Business  to  be  successful.  Expert 
advice  sent  Free  on  receipt  of  10c.  to 
cover  postage. 

Address, 

OTTO  SUPPLY  CO  , 

Block  270  West  39th  St., 

NEW  YORK 


Grand  Opera  House 

Under  the  personal  management 
of  the  owner,  Mr.  Harry  Davis 

Pittsburg’s  ( Penna.)  only  Continuous 
Performance 

VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE. 

A  Place  of  Cheer  Throughout  the  Year. 

Always  a  Good  Show. 

Presenting  the  Highest  ClaSSActS  of  America 
and  Europe 


Hotel  Putnam 

(Opposite  Madison  Square  Garden) 

FOURTH  AVE.  AND  26tli  STREET  NEW  YORK  CITY 


A  New  Hotel  with  all  modern 
improvements,  centrally  located. 
European  Plan.  ::  :: 

Rooms  $1.00  per  day. 

With  Bath  $1.50  per  day  and  upwards 


Cafe  and  Restaurant  Unsurpassed 
Reasonable  Prices 
Orchestra  Music 
Special  Rates  to  the  Profession 

SAMUEL  GLANTZ  N.  J.  WEISS 

Proprietor  Manager 
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TKeodore  Hardeen 

The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mightj^  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 

£  Tioute  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jlnger  Sr  Bauer.  SO  Rupert  St.,  London,  IV. 


- - - 

NOW  READY 


iSpecial  Ivist  of  Entirely  New  BooKs 
''^xx  Conjtxrin^  2ind  Kindrecl 
Subjects 

Also  List  No.  41  of  350  decided  bar¬ 
gains  in  Magical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

176  Ontario  St.,  CH1CA.OO,  IL,L,« 


Magic  List,  Appendix,  Etc.,  loc. 


Large  lllust.  BooK  Catalogue  in  Preparation. 

We  keep  every  Trick,  Magic  Book  or  Paper  for 
Sale.  Selbits  “Magic  Bricks, ’’  Stage  Size,  $8.00 

W.  D.  Leroy,  103  Court  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

The  W  i  z  a  r  d 

The  Leading  British  Magic  Monthly  Magazine 

WIZARD  PUBLISHING  CO. 

4  St.  Alban^s  Place  :  LONDON,  W  C. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  .of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  XovelU'  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

48  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  :  :  ;  Miss  Pauline  Cook 

r 


J621  Broadway,  (Dept.  4,)  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


New  Catalogue  Lists  and  Bargain  Sheets  for  Stamp. 


AN  EXPOSE  OF  CRIME 

The  RightWay  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 

Exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

The  London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her¬ 
ald  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoling  this  book. 
“Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented.” 

Price  Twentyfive  cents. 

Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 
378  West  tisth  Street  Mew  York. 

or  THEO.  HARDEEN,  50  Rupert  St.  W. 

Care  of  Anger  &  Bauer,  London,  Eng. 


JUST  OUT 


New  Lists  will  be  sent 

FREE 


Large  catalogue  listing  the  latest  and  best  trkhs 
15  cents. 


BAILBY  (Q,  TRIPP  CO., 


Box  ^-lO 


Cambridgeport,  Mass. 
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Hamley  Brothers. 


35,  New  Oxford  Street,  T.  W.  C.  London,  Eng. 

LIMITED  (Qjjy  {)gpQ|)  29,  Ludgato  ill,  E.  C. 


WE  BEG  TO  NOTIEY  OUB  KTJIVLEROUS  CLIEWTS  OE  OUR  REMOVAL  FROM  OUR  LATE  PREM¬ 
ISES  231  HIGH  HOLBORN,  W.  C.  TO  OUR  BRANCH  AT  35  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  W.  C.,  WECICH 
NOW  BECOMES  OUR  HEAD  DEPOT  FOR  CONJURIING  TRICKS  &c. 

FOR  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  CITY  CUSTOMERS  AND  THOSE  ARRIVING  IN  TOWN  AT  CITY 
STATIONS,  WE  HAVE  OPENED  NEW  PREMISES  AT  29,  LUDGATE  HILL,  E.  C.  AT  BOTH  BRANCH¬ 
ES,  ARRANGEMENTS  HAVE  BEEN  ESPECIALLY  MADE  TO  ENABLE  THE  BEST  &  PROMPTEST 
ATTENTION  TO  BE  GIVEN  TO  CALLERS  AND  ALSO  TO  MAIL  ORDERS. 


HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  TRAVELLING  THIMBLE 

An  Entirely  New  Alethod 

Just  one  of  the  many  brilliant  effects  is  as  follows:  The  performer  shows  an  ordinary  thimble  on 
his  finger.  He  removes  it  and  hands  it  to  be  examined.  One  of  the  audience  places  thimble  on  forefinger 
of  left  hand.  Thimble  is  invisibly  transferred  to  the  corresponding  finger  of  the  right  hand.  Showing  It 
plainly  performer  places  finger  against  the  left  palm  and  quite  slowly  closes  his  fingers  over  the  thimble 
and  finger.  The  latter  he  withdraws,  leaving  thimble  behind.  He  then  shows  his  right  hand  back  and 
front  thoroughly,  but  upon  his  opening  his  left  hand  the  thimble  has  entirely  vanished. 

This  and  many  other  beautiful  effects  which  may  be  obtained  are,  if  nicely  shown,  apparently  miracles. 
We  can  moreover  positively  assert  that  two  thimbles  are  not  used. 

Price  5/-  post  free.  United  Kingdom  5/1. 

British  Empire  5  /4. 

Any  foreign  Country  5/10,  or  1  Dollar,  40  cents. 

HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  COIN  WAND 

This  wand  is  quite  new  and  is  made  on  hitherto  unused  principle  so  far  as  magic  is  concerned.  The 
effect  is  wonderful  in  the  extreme.  The  trick  is  worked  as  follows:  The  performer  borrows  3  coins  and 
throws  them  up  in  the  air  and  they  vanish.  He  now  takes  the  wand,  which  is  quite  a  thin  one  about  3 
feet  in  length,  made  of  brass  handsomely  nickled.  This  is  first  of  all  given  for  examination,  he  then 
waves  it  about  in  the  air,  the  audience  sees  a  coin  adhering  to  the  top  of  the  wand.  This  coin  he  takes 
off  and  gives  it  to  audience  to  examine.  He  proceeds  again  in  this  way,  and  produces  another  coin  and 
then  another,  both  of  which  are  handed  immediately  to  the  audience.  The  marvellous  part  about  this  wand 
is  that  it  can  at  any  moment  be  handed  for  examination.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  value  of  the 
wand,  because  it  can  be  used  for  any  ordinary  purpose,  and  yet  this  astonishing  trick  can  be  performed 
at  any  time  by  its  aid.  The  price  is  no  indication  of  its  value  which  is  very  considerably  more,  but  as  we 
anticipate  selling  a  large  number  we  are  enabled  to  offer  them  at  this  price.  We  have  only  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  these  in  stock  at  present,  so  orders  should  be  sent  early  in  order  to  secure  one. 

Price  5/6,  post  free  5/11. 

Abroad  7/6,  or  1  Dollar,  80  cents. 


HAMLEY’S  IMPROVED  CARD  STAR 


Everything  can  be  given 
most  accuracy  and  certainty 
chosen  by  the  audience  and 
the  star,  back  to  the  audience, 
get  the  slightest  glimpse  of 
shows  the  arrow  to  the  audi- 
readily  be  seen  that  the  arrow 
performer  then  asks  whose 
and,  upon  one  of  the  audience 
and  while  it  is  spinning  asks 
his  card.  He  does  so,  and  when 
ning  the  performer  requests 
that  the  arrow  is  pointing  to 
Upon  his  doing  so,  the  audi- 
rect.  The  performer  proceeds 
It  may  be  worked  in  many 
Special  Low  Price  42/-,  post 


for  examination  and  the  ut- 
is  guaranteed.  Six  cards  are 
one  is  placed  in  each  arm  of 
so  that  the  performer  does  not 
any  of  the  cards.  He  now 
ence  and  spins  it,  when  it  can 
is  perfectly  unprepared.  The 
card  the  arrow  shall  point  at, 
replying,  he  spins  the  arrow, 
that  particular  person  to  name 
the  arrow  has  stopped  spin- 
him  to  come  and  take  the  card 
and  show  it  to  the  audience, 
ence  sees  that  this  is  quite  cor- 
in  this  way  with  all  the  cards, 
other  ways, 
free  43/-  or  J11.60. 


Many  other  Novelties  in  addition  to  above.  List  free  on  application. 

NEW  MAGICAL  SLEIGHTS  &  FAKES  by  R.  A. Morrell.  Price  3/-,  post  free  2/2. 
NEW  DIALOGUE  FOB  PUNCH  &  JUDY.  Price  6d,  post  free  7d. 

PRACTICAL  HYPNOTISM  by  John  Barter.  Price  1/-,  post  free  1/2. 

MODERN  CRYSTAL  GAZING.  Price  6d,  post  free  7d. 

SOME  NEW  MAGIC  by  J.  P.  Burrows.  Pricel  /-,  post  free  1/1. 

NOVEL  NOTIONS.  Price  2/6,  post  free  2/10. 
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History  of  Magic 
European  Notes 
Tricks  for  Amateurs 
Reading  and  Rubbish 


Light  on  Alleged  Jail 
Breakers 


Our  Mail  Bag 
Jottings  and  Jumblings 

Barter  and  Exchange 
Handcuff  Secrets 
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Cable  Address  :  “Avengment,  London.'* 
Telephone  No.  1919  Gerrard 


Members  T.  V.  and  C.  A.  A. 


ANGER  &  BAUER 


AGENTS  FOR 


EnoUsb,  Hmerican  anb  Continental  IDailet'^  Hrtlstes 

50  RUPERT  STREET,  W. 


'  English  and  Continental  Representatives  for 

Messrs.  A.  Bonamici  and  Frank  E.  Fillis’s  Enterprises  m  South  Africa. 


LONDON,  ENG 


Harry  Day 

THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arundle  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


IT 


Manhattan  Detective  Agency,  Inc. 

OPPOSITE  METROPOLITJiN  OPERJi  HOUSE 
Broadway,  Comer  SQth  Street 

Thirty-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines  of 
detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  in  criminal 
and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  Mercantile  Houses,  Factories,  Corpora¬ 
tions,  Lawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 


,Suite  4'04'> 


XelepHone  4-680  Bryant 


J 


WANTED; 


Information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
speak  with  authority  .of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  to  give  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  always  solicited.  Whenever 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
compile  a  Magicians^  Encyclopedia* 

Address:  Conjurers’  MontHly  Mag'azine 

_ _  278  W.  llStK  St.,  New  YorK 


HOTE:  Jiny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns. 
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Professional  Cards 


CLINTON  BURGESS 

Champion  Stage  Card  Manipulator  of  Jimerica 

Open  for  engagements  for  clubs,  parties  and  parlor 
entertainments. 

163  St.  Nicholas  Ave.,  N.  Y.  City 

T.  ROY  BARNES 

That  Funny  Mysterious  Boy 

In  his  neat  Comedy  Creation  “I’ll  explain  it  again  ’’ 
Booked  solid  and  always  leaves  them  laughing 
Per.  Address,  Conjurers'  Magazine  : 

278  West  113th  Street,  New  York. 

BERT  KILBY 

The  Mysterious  Entertainer 

Presenting  the  latest  of  the  newest  tricks 

New  Britain,  Conn. 

Prof.  NATHU  MANCHACHAND 

The  Great  Indian  Magician 

Care  Dr.  Bhagwando 

Old  Hanuman  Lane, 
Kalbadevie  Road,  Bombay,  India 

HARVEY  EMMETT 

Clean,  Clever  Comedy  Conjurer 

Sonth  1122  Hatch  Street, 
Spokane,  Wash. 

CHAFALO 

The  Italian  necromancer  assisted  by  the  Italian 
beauty  Mile  Capretto 

In  his  mysterious  novelty  magicial  performance 

“  Tee=ta=talk.’’ 

Permanent  Address  ;  Conjurers'  Magazine 

278  West  113th  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

BERT  WIGGIN 

The  Honk:honk  Mystifier.  Jtlso  Lightning  Crayon 
Sketch  Artist. 

Permanent  Address,  Conjurers'  Magazine  : 

278  West  113th  Street,  New  York. 

W.  L.  HICKS 

Hope  Manipulator,  Handcuff  Expert  and  Packing 
Case  Evador 

Western  Representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine. 

Saratoga  Hotel,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Advertising;  is  “PIE”  for  us ! 


We  create,  write  and  place  advertisements 
for  the  man  who  has  anything  to  sell 
an  \d3  o  d  y — an  \"  where . 

We  write  and  place  the  right  ads., 
as  scientifically  as  the  doctor 
who  diagnoses  and  doses.  We 
cure  3mur  business  troubles. 

Osgood  Publishing  Co. 

403=404  Corcoran  Bldg.,  Washington  D.  C. 
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The  Conjurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Go. 

278  WEST  113th  STREET 
New  York  City 


Telephone  :  1514  Morningside 


Per  Year  $1.00  Single  Copies,  10  Cents 


Advertising  rates  payable  in  advance,  made  known 
on  application  to  above  address. 


The  entire  contents  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Magazine  are  protected  by  copyright  and  must  not  be 
penroduced.  either  wholly  or  in  part  without  per¬ 
mission. 


The  magazine  is  for  sale  by  all  reputable  dealers 
of  conjuring  apparatus.  A  limited  number  of  back 
Issues  can  be  secured  at  ten  cents  each,  by  ad¬ 
dressing  the  publication  office,  as  above. 


Foreign  representatives- — London,  England,  Theo 
Hardeen,  care  Anger  &  Bauer.  50  Rupert  street,  W. ; 
Moscow,  Russia,  T.  Bolin;  Vienna,  Austria,  Ottokar 
Fischer;  Teheran.  Persia,  James  Leahman. 


Contributions  on  all  topics  of  Interest  to  magi¬ 
cians  are  welcomed.  When  payment  is  expected,  the 
price  must  be  marked  plainly  on  the  manuscript; 
otherwise  It  will  be  regarded  as  complimentary.  No 
manuscripts  returned  unless  accompanied  by  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope. 


VoL.  I.  APRIL  1907  No.  8 


In  the  death  of  Charles  Bertram 
(James  Bassett)  the  profession  has 
sustained  a  real  loss.  Mr.  Bertram  was 
the  most  gentlemanly  conjurer  we  have 
had  since  Robin’s  time.  Many  hon¬ 
ors  had  come  to  him  and  though  he 
had  appeared  more  often  before  Eng¬ 
land’s  royal  family  than  any  other  con¬ 
jurer  in  the  history  of  magic,  he  died 
as  he  had  lived,  simple,  unaffected,  un¬ 
assuming. 

!)C  45  * 

By  comparison ,  the  American  illu¬ 
sionist,  who,  some  time  since,  appeared 
before  King  Edward  and  Queen  Alex¬ 
andra,  cuts  but  a  sorry  figure.  Like 
the  mercenary,  flat-headed,  pride-inflat¬ 
ed  individual  that  he  is,  he  imagined 
that  his  future  standing  would  be  rated 


by  the  present  he  received  from  his 
royal  patron.  So,  not  being  content 
with  the  pin  that  was  sent  to  him,  he 
had  the  original  stone  removed  and  a 
large  diamond  reset  in  its  stead.  Me 
shows  it  with  much  vain  pride,  declar¬ 
ing  “This  is  it — vat  the  King  nave  give 

1  f 

me. 

Not  so  Bertram.  He  never  prated, 
of  his  popularity  with  royalty,  and  it  is 
unfortunate  that  the  profession  is  not 
graced  by  more  of  his  calibre.  We  met 
him  last,  playing  at  the  Tivoli  Music 
Hall  in  London,  and  knew  from  his 
having  accepted  this  engagement  that 
he  must  have  been  in  need,  though 
never  by  word  or  deed  did  he  give  sign 
that  he  was  other  than  prosperous. 

>,c  ^  5]: 

For  every  conjurer  who  died  well 
off  we  can  name  many  that  died  in 
actual  want.  The  old-timers  all  had 
their  ups  and  downs,  while  the  rich 
magicians,  or  even  the  well-to-do,  could 
be  counted  on  your  two  hands.  Faux, 
Pinchbeck,  Droz,  Pinetti,  Robertson, 
Lane,  the  older  Gyngell,  Frickell,Hou- 
din  and  C.  Herrmann  left  more  than 
their  share  of  worldly  goods.  On  the 
other  hand  Anderson,  the  Wizard  of 
the  North,  died  penniless,  though  he 
was  once  rated  as  the  wealthiest  of  all 
conjurers.  Augoston  was  found  dead 
of  starvation  in  the  streets  of  Berlin. 
Breslaw,  Bosco,  Robert  Heller,  Nichols, 
Heubeck,  Evanion,  Guibal,  Harrington 
and  others  too  numerous  to  mention  all 
felt  the  pinch  of  penury  ere  death 
brought  relief.  The  n:agician  who  is 
enjoying  his  little  meed  of  success 
should  take  warning  from  those  who 
have  gone  before.  Tomorrow  may 
bring  a  better  trick — by  another  man — 
and  today  is  the  time  to  save  against 
the  morrow  when  popularity  wanes. 
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In  this  series  of  articles,  It  Is  my  intention  to 
correct  many  errors  regarding  the  history  of  magic 
which  have  existed  In  the  public  mind  since  “The 
Life  of  Robert  Houdin”  was  Issued.  In  such  endeavor, 
necessarily,  I  have  introduced  references  to  Houdin’s 
contemporaries  and  to  magicians  who  preceded  him 
which  will  make  the  series,  when  finished,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  history  of  magic  from  1680  to  the  present 
day.  In  order  to  prove  my  statements,  it  is  also  ne¬ 
cessary  to  wander  frequently  from  the  central  figure. 
Houdin,  but  though  some  instalments  may  not  pre¬ 
sent  the  name  of  Houdin,  the  facts  presented  will, 
in  the  course  of  the  history’s  development,  be  found 
to  have  direct  bearing  on  his  life  and  work.  In 
taking  issue  with  those  generally  accepted  as  au¬ 
thorities,  I  am  actuated  only  by  a  desire  to  set  be¬ 
fore  the  world  of  magic,  the  true  facts  as  ascertained 
by  me  during  years  of  earnest  investigation  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  to  do  justice  to  those  who  pre¬ 
ceded  Houdin  and  to  whom  he  owed  a  greater  debt 
than  he  set  forth  in  his  autobiography. 

Copyright,  1906.  By  Harry  Houdini.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 


might  be  connected  with  a  mechanism 
of  the  same  metal,  passing  up  the  sleeve 
and  down  the  back,  and  forming  a  cir¬ 
cular  seat.  This  conjecture  probably  was 
not  far  from  the  truth,  for  while  Frost 
is  by  no  means  the  greatest  of  authori¬ 
ties  on  magic  and  magicians,  in  this  par¬ 
ticular  instance  I  believe  his  explanation 
of  the  trick  to  be  correct. 

CHING  LAU  LAURO'S 
SUSPENSION 


INSTALLMENT  NO.  8. 

THE  SUSPENSION  TRICK 

(Continued.) 

SHESHAL’S  TRICK. 

The  mystery  was  supposed  to  have 
been  solved  when  Sheshal,  commonly 
known  as  ‘‘The  Brahmin  of  the  i\ir/’ 
exhibited  the  trick  in  1832  in  Alaaras. 
It  was  observed  that  his  srool  was  orna¬ 
mented  with  two  inlaid  stars,  and  it 
was  suggested  that  one  of  these  might 
conceal  a  socket  for  a  steel  rod,  passing 
through  the  bamboo,  and  that  another 
rod,  screwed  to  the  perpendicular  one 
and  concealed  by  the  piece  of  hide. 


The  next  authentic  early  information 
I  have  on  suspensions  concerns  that 
wonderful  performer,  who  called  him¬ 
self  Ching  Lau  Lauro.  Presumably,  he 
was  Chinese,  but  from  the  proe:ram=  in 
my  collection,  he  evidently  appeared  first 
in  England  in  1828,  when  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  perform  between  scenes  of 
various  plays,  including  “Tom  and 
Jerry,”  at  the  Coburg.  I  reproduce 
herewith  one  of  Ching  Lau  Lauro’s 
programs. 

About  1833,  or  possibly  a  year  earlier, 
he  cut  out  some  of  his  singing,  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  suspension,  with  which  he 
closed  his  performance.  At  this  time 
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he  gave  the  entire  program.  According 
to  his  programs  in  some  places  he  ex¬ 
cluded  the  public  from  the  gallery,  so 
I  should  judge  his  suspension  was  ac¬ 
complished  with  the  iron  rod  from  the 
back,  which  would  have  been  in  plain 
sight  from  the  gallery.  The  stage  would 
not  permit  the  suspension  to  be  worked 
out  of  range  of  the  gallery  gods. 

l^ire  IVights  only. 

AT  THE  NEW  ASSEMIHA  ROOMS, 

QUECN-STBEET.  WOLVERHAMPTON 

The  celebrated  CHiIv’g  ’lAU  LAURO, 

N'atsrmliM,  V«Mn(oqaul,  .MeloOiM,  Herci,lc<.  SitMurr,  .and  lUc  tii><  iii  Curopr,  Meclianicieo. 

Pr«r««»»r  of(b«  OAti  brilliapi  lod  vaUable  LlitirKal,  PhiltHvptucol,  Optical,  and  Majjic.U  Tfanvronualiuu-.. 

Mcttnorpboaei,  lllasioat,  aurt  AninMateot>.  uhotc  w.>nderful  I’vrfutnijncct  >ia<r  ciU'C'l  erealr,!  icniatiwn 
adauratioo  whcrctr'r  they  have  been  exliibiled. 

C.  L.  L.  kax  had  ibe  di<iinfui»hcd  hvooni  «f  Peirofuiine  bc<»rr  tin  n  M.,|i  slic>,  ti,  ilic  PaviIkji*  «l  llriglitoii,  aiiJ 
a»b«qatotly  n-ceived  a  leliei,  ik  Oieir  Majcxiici'  conmaiiH,  then  ((■•'al  appiuval  v<  ra,h  IVrt'urntaiice,  wbiiU 
lcU«r,  Co^ethei  with  several  other*  rrora  the  EatU  of  Det>l<i-h,  Hndl'onl.  M.viquU  ol  W'«->li-<-4'toa,  Jnc-  .Ve.,  may  t,«  v-ri. 
a*  Mr  PAaai'i,  Hi^h  ilrect  o*"  which  tUe  foltowms  t*  a  copy ‘-i  M.  .'-i  i  Taylor'.  — 


Hy  their  Mayextiex’  conimaorlv  1  have  to  *1x10  ihji  .oiir  .anon.  PeifornMinc*  .*1  thi  I’aviiioti.  on  'hr  IMl.  ..f  '•rj. 
unber.  1030,  laere  approved  ot  by  ibr>r  Maje.tirt 

Chiaf  Lea  Lavre.  I  vm  Nj*  voii>  ••■ed'cni  *^rvani 

Srn  H-v  Herd,  H  T\\  I.MK 


The  Nolxhty.  Ocolry.  an. I  the  p.iWic  «f  U  elvi  rhanl^lon  a't-l  ncimljr  a'e  .pr  lufonmd  lhai 

CHING  LAT  LAURO 

IJSTF  OF  VAUNH-^LI.  OARUrss  AND  UltUK^  L\NV  HM  AT|<F 
U  lit  hove  the  bonnni  ol  appearing  b>  'orr  them 

On  IVIontla;^',  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  and  I'riday, 

March  the  lOtb,  lltb,  12th,  13th,  and  14th,  1834, 

To  .ilUpiay  hi*  iiorivalled  Tatenu  in  a  comph-ti  '“cric.  ol  Anin.rinentv.  coinhininc- 

PART  I. 

THE  CHEST  OF  ARCHIMEDES, 

AND 

of  ^o^ibadj, 

Th«»e  telf.artins  piece*  of  'leeliani»>n  were  i-Neented  by  ll«  cel,  bialeil  am'  inl>-n,U-<l  a*  .,  . . 

the  Cabioet  of  Ciirio>ili«*  at  Paris  hnt  unlortrei)  circiinotance*  caiixine  'be  diawlMiioi,  uf  that  .(iiieih  >v.iUi.liiiie)i*. 

hefoee  Ibe  eompletioo  of  lhe»e  Ma»let.piece»of  Afl,  ihey  were  di.)e)teil  «f  and  Mr  t  L  L  i> ’Mppi  ■■■  hA.im*  «i  hi. 

power  to  i^tily  Ibr  Pnblie  with  »ncl>  admired  piece,  of  Apparalu. 

A  Game  at  Whist,  Time  Flies,  the  Wax  Candles  Enchanted 

ELEPHANT  OF  KNOAVLEDGE, 

f^ulcan's  Forge^  Miraculous  Printing! '  Flying  Watch ^ 

MAGIC  BOTTLE, 

APPLES  OF  BFELZEBI  B, 

KAGIC  EGGS.  LOYAL  METAMORPHOSE,  JLc.  « ITii  >  vaKH  n  •H- 

II.LISIONS  T<l(»  Nl'Ml'-KHl'S  TO  .MK.MJO.N 


PART  II. 

VENTRILOQUISM. 

CHING  LAU  IxWRO  ha»  the  Uoooar  to  anno«i*ce  that.  pft»io«»  to  bu  ritutn  lo  London  fo  reMmc  In*  r*r.TrMiA.i«. 
Eiicatemeno.be  ba*  been  induced  to  present  ht>  i»o*el  aod  popolar  SVTIRICAI.  LEtTVWF.  .mil 
•  *  •  \()V  r.L  DlVniTIsEMENT.  en.itjrd 

ROGUERIES  OF  M(  llOLAS. 

XmltatioBs  of  the  Feathered  Creation,  such  as  the  Thrush,  Blackbird. 
Nightingale,  Sky  Lark,  Ac.' 

Al»o  iMjriraying  a  variety  of  F.eceniric  Vene*  and  Uharaclrr*  il.attn  '>tim  Nature,  irilroduclory  of 

Vlis  Surprising-  Potvers  of  Imitation, 

ORIGINAL  ANKCDOTES,  INCOMEPTlliLE  CHANGES  OI-’cOU.N. 
TENAN’CE,  und  extraordinary  JUiiNions  in  Al.lOEOiiUY,  (ernnitmtsly  lermtd 
Ventnlofjiiy.)  explaining  its  .Agency  in  jnodncing  the  numhcrk'vs 

MYSTI.RIOLS  PHENOMENA,  WOVOER.S,  AM)  DECEPTIO VS. 

PART  III. 

Feats  of  ^treayth^ 

IN  THK  CHARACTEK  OT  A  tlUNEsK  IR  TEO 

CJVMNASTIC  EXERCISES. 

Aud  will  conclmle  bit  wonderful  hntcrtain'ncnl*  by 

Sitting  in  the  .iir  upon  jyothing ! !  I 

At  the  Mine  Itiiie  pla)M"^^uh  the  COLDEN  BaI  I.S.  b.c. 

A  Quadrille  Band  will  be  in  Attendance. 

Door  t*  be  opened  M  Seven  o'Oock.  and  the  Pcrforiuance  to  coiumtnce  at  a  Quart,  r  bef^  Eigbt. 
FRONT  SEATS,  2a.— BACK  SEATS.  U.— CHILDREN  HALF  PRICE  lo  lUc  From  Seals  only 
TICKETS  to  be  had  at  Mr  PARKE'S,  High-btrcet. 

A  Grand  Entertainment  will  be  given  on  Friday  Morning,  at  half'past 
'N  Twelve  o’clock. 

tui'iam  parte  P  mo  .  SI  *!•<•  karvpr-v 

Program  from  the  Harry  Houdini  collection 
showing  Ching  Lau  Lauro  perfoimlig  the  Sus¬ 
pension  Trick  in  1832.  It  reads  “Seated  in  the 
air  upon  nothing.”  Even  this  date  was  long  be¬ 
fore  Robert  Hoiidin  was  in  the  show  business. 


MASKELYNE’S  SUSPENSION 

The  crudest  methods  used  for  accom¬ 
plishing  the  suspension  trick  consisted 
of  a  steel  corset,  an  iron  rod  painted  to 
resemble  wood,  and  a  platform.  The 
steel  rod  was  fitted  into  a  special  place 
for  the  corset ;  also  in  the  platform. 
This  method  was  improved,  first  to  make 
it  a  self-raising  suspension,  then  event¬ 
ually  with  a  steel  rod  from  the  back  of 
the  stage,  eliminating  the  use  of  both 
rods  under  the  arms,  and  eventually 
winding  up  with  the  invention  of  J.  H. 
Maskelyne,  whose  suspension,  first  pro¬ 
duced  in  his  act  “The  Entranced  Fakir,” 
is  without  question  the  most  perfect 
demonstration  of  mystery  ever  achieved. 
It  was  most  unfortunate  that  the  idea 
was  stolen  so  quickly  b}"  the  German 
manufacturer  and  seller  of  illusions,  who 
virtually  spoiled  the  trick  and  sold  it  for 
any  price,  varying  from  two  hundred  to 
three  thousand  marks. 

It  may  be  here  stated  that  Kellar  at 
the  present  time  is  presenting  the  great¬ 
est  suspension  trick  that  has  ever  been 
produced  in  America,  in  which  I  think 
he  combines  cleverly  three  of  the  best 
known  methods. 

HOUDIN’S  AUTOMATON. 

This  automaton  is  generally  known 
as  the  “writing  and  drawing  figure,” 
Houdin  and  bare  facts  tell  two  dis¬ 
tinct  tales  regarding  its  history. 

On  page  196  of  his  Memoirs,  Robert 
Houdin  informs  his  readers  that  he  made 
arrangements  to  remain  away  from  his 
family  until  his  automaton,  beloved  and 
cherished  object  of  his  brain  and  hand¬ 
work,  was  finished ;  also  that  he  had 
sold  it  even  before  he  had  started  to 
make  it.  Continuing  the  interesting 
story,  he  states  that  he  borrowed  2,500- 
francs,  half  the  amount  the  figure  was 
to  cost,  from  some  one  who  was  wil- 
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ling  to  pay  well  for  the  product  of  his 
brain,  and  he  then  secluded  himself  in 
Bellville,  a  suburb  of  Paris,  where  he 
had  rented  a  small  room  for  a  work¬ 
shop.  Here  he  had  so  much  trouble 
with  his  wood-carver  that  he  was 
obliged  to  carve  the  head  himself,  and 
he  adds  in  phraseology’  that  is  at  once 
a  polite  bow,  a  condescending  smirk  and 
poorly  veiled  appeal  for  kind  applause, 
that  he  used  his  own  face  as  a  model, 
and  eventually  the  figure  commenced  to 
resemble  himself. 

In  fact,  so  cleverly  does  Houdin  write 
this  chapter,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  book,  that  I  quote  from  it  literally, 
so  as  to  give  my  readers  a  distinct  im¬ 
pression  of  the  man  and  his  invention : 

”I  had  only  to  press  a  spring  in  order 
to  enjoy  the  long-waited-for  result.  Hy 
heart  beat  violently,  and  though  I  was 
alone,  I  trembled  at  the  mere  thought  of 
this  imposing  trial.  I  had  just  laid  the 
first  sheet  of  paper  before  my  writer  and 
asked  him  this  question:  ‘Who  is  the 
author  of  your  being?’  I  pressed  the 
spring,  and  the  clock-work  started— be¬ 
gan  acting.  I  dared  hardly  breathe 
through  fear  of  disturbing  the  opera¬ 
tions.  The  automaton  bowed  to  me,  and 
I  could  not  refrain  from  smiling  on  it 
as  on  my  own  son.  But  when  I  saw  the 
eyes  fix  an  attentive  glance  on  the  paper 
— when  the  arm,  a  few  seconds  before 
numb  and  lifeless,  began  to  move  and 
trace  my  signature  in  a  firm  hand — the 
tears  started  in  my  eyes,  and  I  fervently 
thanked  Heaven  for  granting  me  suc¬ 
cess.  And  it  was  not  alone  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  I  experienced  as  inventor,  but  the 
certainty  I  had  had  of  being  able  to 
restore  some  degree  of  comfort  to  my 
family,  that  caused  my  deep  feeling  of 
gratitude. 

“After  making  my  Sosia  repeat  my 
signature  a  thousand  times,  I  gave  it 


this  question :  ‘What  o’clock  is  it  ?’  The 
automaton,  acting  in  obedience  to  the 
clock,  wrote :  ‘It  is  two  in  the  morning.’ 

“This  was  a  timely  warning.  I  prof¬ 
ited  by  it  and  went  straight  to  bed.” 

Houdin  injects  a  little  humor  into  this 
chapter,  for  he  relates  that  as  Moliere 
and  J.  J.  Rousseau  consulted  their  ser¬ 
vants,  he  would  do  likewise ;  so  early 
the  next  morning  he  invited  his  portress 
and  her  husband,  Auguste,  a  stone 
mason,  to  be  present  at  the  first  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  figure.  The  mason’s  wife 
chose  the  question :  “What  is  the  em¬ 
blem  of  fidelity?''  The  automaton  re¬ 
plied  by  drawing  a  pretty  little  gray- 
hound,  lying  on  a  cushion.  The  stone 
mason  wished  to  see  the  works,  saying: 
“I  understand  about  that  sort  of  thing, 
for  I  have  always  greased  the  vane  on 
the  church  steeple,  and  have  even  taken 
it  down  twice.” 

BARNUM’S  DEALINGS  WITH 
HOUDIN. 

\Mth  this  automaton  Houdin  made  a 
lot  of  money,  and  he  claims  to  have 
shown  it  at  the  exhibition  in  1844.  Sev¬ 
eral  times  in  his  book  he  refers  to  the 

fact  that  a  certain  Mons.  G -  bought 

this  automaton  from  him.  then  again  he 
borrows  the  automaton  to  exhibit  it,  but 
here  evidently  something  is  wrong,  for 
Houdin  fails  to  mention  the  fact  that  the 
greatest  showman  in  the  world,  the  late 
P.  T.  Barnum,  purchased  this  writing 
figure  from  him,  at  the  exhibition  of 
1844,  for  a  goodly  sum.  I  am  greatly 
surprised  that  Houdin  should  neglect  to 
mention  having  met  Barnum,  or  having 
received  money  from  the  great  show¬ 
man  ;  but  I  will  allow  the  circus  magnate 
to  speak  for  himself  in  his  own  book. 

“When  I  was  abroad  in  1844,”  says 
Barnum,  “I  went  to  Paris  expressly  to 
attend  the  ‘Quinquennial  Exposition’— 
an  exhibition  then  held  every  five  years. 
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“I  met  and  became  well  acquainted 
with  a  celebrated  conjurer,  as  he  called 
himself,  Robert  Houdin,  but  who  was 
not  only  a  prestidigitateur  and  legerde¬ 
main  performer,  but  a  mechanic  of  ab¬ 
solute  genius.  I  bought  at  the  exposi¬ 
tion  the  best  automaton  he  exhibited  and 
for  which  he  obtained  a  gold  medal.” 


P.  T.  Barnum,  the  world’s  greatest  showman, 
contradicts  Robert  Houdin’s  statements  about  the 
writing  automaton,  in  several  vital  points. 


(Houdin  states  that  he  received  a  silver 
medal.)  “I  paid  a  round  price  for  this 
most  ingenious  little  figure,  which  was 
an  automaton  writer  and  an  artist.  It 
sat  on  a  small  table,  pencil  in  hand ;  and, 
if  asked,  for  instance,  for  an  emblem  of 
'fidelity,’  it  would  instantly  draw  the 
picture  of  a  handsome  dog;  if  love  was 
wanted,  a  cupid  was  exquisitely  pen¬ 
ciled.  The  autom.aton  would  also  answer 
many  questions  in  writing.  I  look  this 
curiosity  to  London,  where  it  was  ex¬ 
hibited  for  some  time  at  the  Royal  Ade¬ 
laide  Gallery,  and  then  I  sent  it  across 


the  Atlantic  to  my  American  Museum 
where  it  attracted  g'reat  attention  from 
the  people  and  the  press.  During  my 
visit,  Houdin  was  giving  evening  leger¬ 
demain  performances,  and  by  his  press¬ 
ing  invitation  I  frequently  was  present. 
He  took  great  pains,  too,  to  introduce 
me  to  other  inventors  and  exhibitors  of 
moving  figures,  which  I  liberally  pur¬ 
chased,  making  them  prominent  features 
in  the  attractions  of  the  American  Mu' 
seum.” 

Barnum  then  continues  to  describe 
Houdin’s  greatness  and  his  cleverness  in 
the  use  of  electricity.  The  showman 
was  always  a  welcome  guest  at  the  ma¬ 
gician’s  house,  and  he  relates  how,  at 
luncheon  time,  Houdin  would  touch  a 
knob  and  through  the  floor  would  rise  a 
table,  laden  with  inviting  viands.  These 
statements  make  it  all  the  more  strange 
and  inexplicable  that  Houdin  should 
omit  all  mention  of  the  great  showman’s 
name  in  his  Memoirs. 

BARNUM’S  TALKING  MACHINE. 

Another  wonderful  trick  that  Barnum 
brought  to  America  was  the  talking  ma¬ 
chine  invented  by  Professor  Faber  of 
Vienna.  While  Barnum  did  not  openly 
aunounce  that  he  had  purchased  this 
talking  machine,  in  1873,  his  address¬ 
es  to  the  public,  he  mentioned  his  big 
show,  and  this  paragraph  was  signifi¬ 
cant  :  “The  Museum  department  con¬ 
tains  100,000  curiosities,  including  Pro¬ 
fessor  Faber’s  wonderful  talking  machine, 
costing  me  $20,000.00  for  its  use  for  six 
months ;  also  the  National  Portrait  Gal¬ 
lery  of  100  life-size  paintings,  including 
all  the  presidents  of  the  United  States, 
etc. ;  John  Rogers’s  groups  of  historic 
statuary;  also  an  almost  endless  variety 
of  curiosities,  including  numberless  au¬ 
tomaton  musicians,  mechanicians  and 
moving  scenes,  etc.,  etc.,  made  in  Paris 
and  Geneva.” 
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It  can  be  imagined  how  wonderful 
this  talking  machine  must  have  been 
when  Barnum  gave  it  special  emphasis, 
selecting  it  from  the  hundreds  of  curios 
he  had  on  exhibition.  As  this  talking 
machine  is  almost  forgotten,  I  will  be 
pardoned  if  I  reproduce  the  bill  used  at 
the  time  of  its  appearance  in  London, 
England. 


PALAIS  AOTAL, 

Argyll  Street.  Oxford  Circus,  W. 

•WONDEltPVlI 

TALKING 


nSACHENE 

-  T1ic'E>hibirion  is  not  liMitt.fil  to  simple  talking,  but  is  enhanced  by  aa 
espUnklor^dcscnpuoQ  o(  ibe  method  of  producing  the  totious  sounds, 
iroxds.  anu^lonccs.  visitors  alsobeiog  allowed  to  inspect  every  pari  of  the 
Machine.  It  is  cot  only  ioterestiog  to  the  ScieiitiSc  as  illustrating  the  theory 
acoustics,  but  to  the  public  in  general,  -nd  '^wcially  to  the  young, — to 
whom  it  olfhrs  on  inexhaustiblo  fund  of  wonder  aW  amusemcot. 

rXHIBITING  DAILY  Fram  II  a  m .  till  10  p.m- 
Admission,  Is.  Reserved  Seats,  2s.  -  Children,  Cd. 


Advertising  hanger  from  the  collection  of  Harry 
Houdini,  used  by  Professor  Fabor  in  exhibiting 
his  talking  machine,  which  P.  T.  Barnum  brought 
to  America.  As  Barnum  speaks  of  a  life  size  fig¬ 
ure  we  reproduce  the  original  bill. 

The  earliest  one  simply  shows  the  head,  and 
later  It  was  shown  in  a  three  quarter  size. 

This  automaton  was  the  first  perfect  artificial 
talking  invention  that  was  placed  on  exhibition. 


This  talking  machine  was  the  real  ar¬ 
ticle,  and  actually  did  as  represented. 
The  tones  were  caused  by  touching  keys 
as  on  a  piano.  This  machine  must  not 
be  confounded  with  the  mysterious  talk¬ 
ing  heads,  a  la  Dronza  or  Dou  Ban  or 


similar  devices  worked  by  concealing  a 
boy  in  the  box  and  having  him  talk 
through  the  head  to  the  audience,  ans¬ 
wering  all  questions.  These  heads  are 
all  clever  deceptions,  and  later  I  will  ex¬ 
plain  one  method  of  working  them ;  but 
Prof.  Faber’s  machine  was  genuine. 
I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain 
what  eventually  happened  to  this  ma¬ 
chine,  but  perhaps  it  is  even  now 
stored  in  Vienna,  in  some  quiet,  ttnfre- 
quented  spot,  if  it  is  still  in  existence  at 
all. 

When  Barnum  was  in  London  in  1844, 
with  Gen.  Tom  Thumb,  who  was  then 
■performing  at  the  Egyptian  Hall,  he 
first  saw  the  automaton  talking  machine 
and  engaged  it  to  strengthen  his  show, 
as  it  were.  Thirty  years  later,  Prof. 
Faber’s  nephew  was  the  lecturer  who 
explained  to  the  American  public  the  au¬ 
tomaton’s  mechanism  and  also  the  per¬ 
former  who  manipulated  the  machine. 

Just  one  thing  J  have  never  been  able 
to  explain  away  or  tc  understand.  Bar¬ 
num  always  speaks  of  the  talking  au¬ 
tomaton  as  being  a  life-sized  figure,  but 
the  reproduction  of  the  blocks  used  for 
advertising  purposes  show  that  it  was 
only  a  head.  The  bill  reproduced  on  this 
page  is  positively  original,  as  likewise 
is  all  the  matter  used. 

So  much  for  Houdin’s  automaton 
and  the  talking  figure  made  by  his  con¬ 
temporary,  Professor  Faber,  In  the 
next  installment  we  will  trace  the  his¬ 
tory  of  automatons  back  to  their  real 
inventors  and  give  credit  where  it  is  due. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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After  my  return  from  Berlin,  the 
first  conjurer  I  met  was  DeBiere  and 
he  told  me  that  he  was  engaged  at  the 
Alhambra,  London,  for  four  weeks 
opening  April  ist.  He  tells  me  that  he 
has  the  Bridal  Chamber  and  is  going  to 
add  it  to  his  act  in  spite  of  the  protesta¬ 
tions  of  others. 

>1;  ^  :!c 

In  my  last  letter  I  asked  why  Heina- 
mann  did  not  have  anything  new  to 
present,  I  can  now  tell  you.  He  re¬ 
signed  from  the  management  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  February,  and  now  has  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  the  Passage. 

*  *  ^ 

A  very  strange  thing  happened  to 
DeBiere.  He  is  making  so  much 
money  that  he  has  taken  to  giving  away 
type-writers,  but  the  one  he  gave  to  an 
intimate  friend  almost  got  him  into  a 
lot  of  trouble.  After  he  gave  it  to  his 
friend  it  was  sent  to  the  factory  for  re¬ 
pairs,  and  they  kept  it,  saying  that  it 
was  a  stolen  machine,  and  had  not  been 
paid  for. 

sit  * 

The  company  went  looking  for  De¬ 
Biere  and  found  him.  Had  he  not  had 
possession  of  the  receipts,  he  would 


now  be  looking  for  Houdini,  to  show 
him  how  to  break  jail. 

>)c  5i<  jic 

This  present  week,  March  4th,  I  am 
on  the  bill  with  Oswald  Williams,  who 
is  presenting  a  big  show.  One  trick  that 
he  does,  which  he  claims  to  be  original 
with  himself  is  as  follows ;  He  fills 
four  glasses  with  water,  has  his  assist¬ 
ant  hold  them  on  a  tray,  places  hand¬ 
kerchiefs  over  them,  fires  a  pistol  and 
the  glasses  disappear.  He  fires  the 
pistol  again,  and  glasses,  full  of  water, 
appear  on  the  other  side  of  the  stage 
in  the  tray  held  by  another  assistant. 
This  trick  looks  very  good  from  the 
front. 

*  * 

I  was  surprised  to  note  that  Wil¬ 
liams  did  not  clear  his  stage  when 
working,  for  at  the  Zoo,  Glasgow, 
where  he  was  on  the  same  bill  with  me, 
the  stage  was  full  of  strangers,  who 
readily  saw  from  the  back  how  he 
worked  some  of  his  best  tricks.  I 
would  suggest  that  he  should  drape  off 
his  stage  with  some  suitable  cloth. 

^  ^  ^ 

Williams  tells  me  that  he  is  booked 
at  the  Hippodrome.  So  that  makes 
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Goldin,  Chung  Ling  Soo  and  Williams 
follow  one  another  into  this  house. 

¥  ^  ^ 

At  present  Chung  Ling  Soo  and 
Goldin  are  in  London,  both  of  them  on 
the  Stoll  tour. 

♦  *  * 

Dr.  Bodie  is  running  his  own  show 
through  the  Provinces  and,  as  usual, 
drawing  big  houses. 

*  *  Jf: 

Carl  Herman  is  also  running  his  own 
show'.  He  informs  me  that  h£  is  also 
booked  in  the  opposition  houses  as  soon 
as  Bodie  opens  in  America. 

* 

Billy  Hanvarr  of  Hanvarr  &  Lee, 
told  me  that  he  was  booked  in  America. 
This  is  a  very  good  juggling  act,  and 
ought  to  do  very  well.  Feiber  saw 
this  act  at  the  Royal  Holborn  last  week. 

*  *  * 

Ormonde  Penstone  and  his  Chinatown 
Be-lle  appeared  at  Stalybridge  in  their 
magical  pot-pourri  act,  and  did  very  well. 

*  *  * 

Violas  are  at  the  Hippodrome,  Wigan ; 
on  same  bill  is  Shang  Hia,  who  doubles 
as  one  of  the  Violas, 

*  *  * 

Servis  LeRoy  wrote  a  very  nice  letter 
to  the  V.  A.  F.  stating  that  his  sym¬ 
pathies  were  with  the  artists;  this  letter 
came  from  Portugal ;  quite  different  from 
our  old  friend  Chung  Ling  Soo,  who 
gave  his  opinion  before  he  was  asked  for 
it. 

*  *  * . 

Week  of  March  nth  found  the  follow¬ 
ing  conjurers  on  the  Moss  &  Stoll  tour: 
Sylvesta  at  the  Empire,  Belfast ;  Chas. 
Frazer’s  Iona  at  Empire,  Birmingham; 
Culpitt  at  the  Camberwell  Palace,  Lon¬ 
don  ;  Hymack,  the  man  that  makes  gloves 
disappear,  at  Empire  Coventry ;  our  old 
pal,  Imro  Eox,  at  the  Empire  Glasgow. 


Mile.  Von  Etta  left  the  Hippo¬ 
drome,  London,  and  is  now  on  tour,  opening 
at  the  Empire,  Hackney.  Howards  at 
the  Palace,  Hull;  Chung  Ling  Soo  at 
New  Cross,  Carl  Hertz  at  the  Empire, 
Nottingham,  and  Horace  Goldin,  Em¬ 
pire,  Shepherds  Bush.  Leipsig  is  on  the 
same  bill  as  Culpitt ;  so  you  see  two  ma¬ 
gicians  can  work  on  one  bill  in  this  coun¬ 
try. 

♦  *  + 

The  March  issue  of  the  Strand  is 

again  exposing  the  box  trick  as  done  by 

J.  W.  Lynn.  This  is  the  canvas  wrapped 
trunk  trick  which  Herbert  Brooks  is  also 
presenting.  It  is  a  common  trick  in 
England. 

*  *  * 

Talk  about  handcuff  kings,  Glasgow  is 
just  full  of  them.  As  soon  as  I  would 

ask  for  any  one  with  handcuffs,  the 

whole  audience  would  seem  to  get  on 
their  feet  and  come  towards  the  stage. 

*  ❖  >i: 

Glasgow  and  Birmingham  are  two 
towns  that  I  am  positive  some  of  those 
alleged  American  Handcuff  Kings  would 
certainly  remember  as  long  as  they  lived, 
were'  they  to  open  there,  that  is  if  they 
lived  long  enough  to  take  the  next  boat 
back  to  the  United  States. 

*  *  * 

l)appenind$  from  l^ayman 

London,  England,  March  22d,  1907. 

At  the  Alhambra,  London,  we  are  be¬ 
ing  treated  to  a. new  cremation  illusion, 
called  “Quo  Vadis.”  It  is  being  exploited 
by  Mr.  Lewis  de  Burgh.  A  box  is 
shown,  (no  illusion  seems  complete  these 
days  without  the  use  of  a  box)  and  then 
a  tray  is  shown  made  of  sheet  iron;  the 
lady  is  placed  in  the  tray,  her  hair  is  sat¬ 
urated.  with  parrafin  and  ignited,  causing 
it  to  burn  brightly ;  the  cover  of  the  box 
is  now  closed,  and  when  reopened,  the 
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li.dy  has  disappeared,  nothing^'  remain¬ 
ing  bn'  some  smouldering  ashes.  The  act 
is  booked .  by  hlarinelli  for  America, 
opening  at  Hammerstein’s  June  3d. 

Mr.  St.  Armande,  a  Scotch  hypnotist, 
is  out  with  a  challenge  of  isoo  to  sub¬ 
stantiate  his  claim  to  hypnotize  anyone, 
the  craft  not  excepted.  Surely  this  is 
a  rather  broad  challenge.  Well,  Tm 
from  Missouri,  and  he’ll  have  to  show 
me. 

Three  men,  made  famous  by  roasting 
one  another  in  the  theatrical  papers  in 
this  country  for  years,  left  England  and 
sailed  for  foreign  shores.  I  refer  to 
Carlton,  Tom  Hearne,  and  Griff;  Carl¬ 
ton 'sailed  for  Australia,  where  he  plays 
for  Mr.  Rickards ;  Tom  Hearne  for  Am¬ 
erica  to  gather  in  the  shekels  on  Mr. 
Keith’s  big  tour,  and  Griff  to  South  Af¬ 
rica  for  Messrs  flyman. 

Mr.  jMaurice  E.  Bandman  informs  us 
that  in  India  he  discovered  two  mind 
readers  and  all  around  wonder  workers, 
who  will  startle  the  world.  They  are 
Prof.  Gross!  and  Mine.  Roux.  Mr. 
Bandman  booked  them  for  his  .own 
theatre  in  Calcutta  at  which  place  they 
met  with  tremendous  success.  Gross!  is 
an  Italian,  and  goes  through  his  act  with¬ 
out  uttering  one  word.  They  will  short¬ 
ly  be  seen  in  London. 

•  «  « 

Nate  Leipsig  recently  accepted  one 
week  on  the  Stoll  tour,  as  a  trial,  and 
was  given  a  26-week  contract  before  the 
completion  of  the  week. 

I.  visited  Maskelyne  &  Devant’s  house 
of  mysiery  last  week  and  saw  an  excel¬ 
lent  show.  Carl  Germaine  is  making  a 
full-sized  hit,  and  seems  to  be  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place  at  St.  George’s 
Hall;  a  very  clever  conjurer  indeed  is 
Joad  Heteb ;  has  a  handsome  lady  as¬ 
sistant.  Two  new  mystical  plays  are 


being  produced  by  Mr.  J.  N.  Maskelyne, 
“The  New  Page”  and  “The  Enchanted 
Hive.” 

#  «  « 

The  night  the  Zanzigs  closed  at  the 
London  Alhambra,  Air.  Alfred  AIoul  pre¬ 
sented  Airs.  Zanzig  with  a  handsome 
diamond  star.  Air.  George  Septt,  the 
house  manager  of  the  Alhambra,  who  is 
credited  with  really  engineering  the  Zan¬ 
zig  boom,  was  rewarded  for  his  hard 
work  by  Air.  Zanzig  with  a  handsome 
cabinet  photograph  signed  and  dated ; 
lie  also  received  Airs.  Zanzig’s  sincere 
thanks.  (Scotch  papers  please  copy). 

At  the  Palace,  Leeds,  recently  I  played 
with  Walton  &  Lester,  who  term  them¬ 
selves  “The  World’s  Worst  Wizards” 
and  they  are  all  the  title  implies.  These 
lioys  do  a  burlesque  on  the  cannon  trick 
that  is  nothing  short  of  a  riot  of  laugh¬ 
ter.  The  act  would  be  a  success  in  Am¬ 
erica. 

#  *  * 

Le  Roy  Talma  &  Bosco  have  just 
completed  a  two  months’  engagement  at 
the  Colysee  Royal,  Lisbon.  The  current 
month  will  find  them  at  Oporto.  This 
Fall  they  will  tour  in  the  legitimate  thea¬ 
tres  of  Great  Britain,  with  their  mystical 
musical  pla}^  “Lady  Kinton’s  Necklace.” 
Air.  Scott  Phipp  is  attending  to  the  tour. 

I  witnessed  the  novel  turn  at  Stoke 
Newington  Palace  of  Picette  &  Lizette, 
in  their  entertainment  called  “The  Crazy 
Cook.”  The  scene  represents  a  kitchen 
of  a  hotel,  the  gentleman  making  up  as 
a  cook  and  the  lady  as  his  assistant.  By 
a  series  of  illusions,  they  produce  in  rapid 
succession  everything  in  the  cooking  line, 
rabbits,  chickens,  ducks,  fish,  eggs,  etc. 
For  a  finishing  trick,  they  present  a  lady 
disappearing  illusion,  a  la  Dida,  that  is 
good.  The  entire  act  is  novel,  and  a  hit. 

Joseph  Hay  man. 

(Of  Hayman  &  Franklin). 
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VIENNESE  NOTES  - 

BY  HERR  OTTOKAR  FISCHER 

This  gentleman 
has  gone  to  the  ex¬ 
treme  trouble  of 
learning  to  speak 
the  English  lan¬ 
guage  so  that  be 
can  converse  with 
the  English  speak¬ 
ing  magicians  when¬ 
ever  they  visit  Aus¬ 
tria;  and  we  think 
it  only  right  that 
our  readers  should 
become  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Fischer  In 
his  right  vein,  and 
so  will  publish  his 
letters  just  as  he 
sends  them  to  us. 

Vienna,  Austria, 

Sir: — I\Ir.  David  Devant,  from  St. 
George’s  Hall,  London,  arrived  in  Vien¬ 
na  with  his  company  to  give  a  series  of 
his  incomparable  performances.  He 
opened  on  Sunday,  March  lo,  in  one  of 
our  biggest  halls,  “Sofien-Sale,”  before 
a  packed  house  and  the  Vienna  public 
liked  the  show  exceedingly  well.  The 
greater  part  of  Devant’s  program  was 
new  for  \henna,  therefore  his  success 
was  complete.  Devant  intends  to  stay 
here  for  four  or  six  weeks  and  also  to 
return  next  year  again,  provided  that  the 
business  will  be  satisfactory.  I  am  sure 
it  will  be !  Devant  probably  will  visit 
some  of  the  other  xAustrian  cities  and 
then  gp_back  again  to.  London,  I  sp.ent 
many  pleasant  hours  with  Devant  and 
his  charming  wife,  and  am  really  glad 
having  learned  to  know  this  eminent 
magician  personally. 

*  *  * 

Some  days  ago  I  received  a  large  and 
fat  letter  from  Okito,  containing  the  news 
that  he  safely  arrived  in  Batavia  on  Jan¬ 
uary  29th,  Papa  Bamberg  and  son,  Theo, 
being  in  best  of  health.  During  the  voy¬ 
age  Okito  and  his  father  arranged  two 
performances  for  the  benefit  of  the  equip¬ 
age  of  the  steamer  “Koningin  Wilhel- 
mina.  The  success  was  in  every  way  a 
great  one,  Okito  gives  me  further  a  very 


very  amusing  description  of  an  Oriental 
magician’s  performance,  who  came  on 
board  the  steamer  in  Port  Said.  His  pro¬ 
gram  consisted  of  three  tricks:  i.  Multi¬ 
plying  of  chickens,  2.  Cup  and  Ball  trick 
and  3.  Changing  of  guinea  pig  and 
snake.  At  last  Okito  puzzled  the  won¬ 
der-worker  with  some  modern  coin-tricks 
and  it  must  have  caused  the  fakir’s  eyes 
to  pop  out  to  see  the  front  hand  with  the 

back  hand  palm  coins. 

*  *  * 

I  was  very  agreeably  surprised  by  a 
writing  from  Prof.  Kudarz  of  Welling¬ 
ton,  New  Zealand,  which  I  received  the 
14th  inst.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Conjur¬ 
er’s  Magazine  for  this  pleasure,  for 
Mr.  Kudarz  became  interested  to  my  per¬ 
son  by  reading  my  modest  contribution 
in  number  3.  Mr.  Kudarz  asked  me  es¬ 
pecially  for  some  details  regarding  the 
magician,  Prof.  Louis  Haselmayer,  who 
traveled  in  Australia  in  1872.  Of  course, 
I  gave  to  Mr.  Kudarz  the  best  informa¬ 
tion  1  could  and  will,  besides,  be  pleaseu 
to  send  you  in  a  short  time  a  biography 
of  Haselmayer,  for  he  is  doubtless  one 
of  the  most  interesting  conjurers  of  later 
days. 

«  «  * 

On  Sunday,  the  17th,  our  magical 
theatre  of  Kratky-Baschik  opened  its 
35th  season.  The  prestidigitateur  Mr. 
O.  F.  Marteau  is  again  acting  on  this 
stage  (8th  year)  and  brought  a  new  and 

interesting  opening  program. 

*  «  * 

IMany  of  direct  subscribers  of  the  Con¬ 
jurer’s  ^Magazine  are  complaining  with 
me  of  an  irregular  delivery  of  the  issues, 
and  I  sent  several  times  duplicates  to 
these  gentlemen.  Being  highly  interest¬ 
ed  that  all  subscribers  are  satisfied  I  hope 

I  am  right  in  having  done  so. 

*  *  * 

In  the  variety  theatres  this  month 
there  is  no  magic  and  no  magician. 

Ottokar  Fischer. 
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HARRY  STORK. 

After  a  three  weeks’  illness  of  spinal 
meningitis,  Henry  N.  Stork,  for  many 
years  an  active  magician  and  inventor  of 
illusions,  died  at  his  home  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  on  Saturday,  March  2d,  aged  43 
years.  Until  seven  years  ago  he  was 
engaged  in  his  profession,  but  at  that 
time  he  retired  from  the  life  of  the  stage 
and  entered  business  in  this  city.  He 
leaves  his  wife,  Mrs.  Carrie  Putnam 
Stork;  his  mother,  Mrs.  Catharine 
Stork.  He  was  one  of  the  early  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Society  of  American  Magic¬ 
ians. 

Mr.  Stork  was  known  to  the  theatri¬ 
cal  world  as  Harry  Stork.  He  was 
born  in  Rochester  and  at  an  early  age 
showed  a  marked  aptitude  for  sleight  of 
hand  and  feats  of  magic.  He  was  a 
favorite  at  local  entertainments  during 
those  years  and  performed  in  Rochester 
some  of  his  own  tricks  which  had  never 
before  been  seen. 

In  1881  he  removed  to  Detroit  and 
set  up  a  unique  place  of  business  in  the 
nature  of  a  magic  shop.  His  specialty 
was  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  appar¬ 
atus  for  the  performance  of  tricks  of 
magic  and  many  of  the  specialties  which 
he  offered  were  his  own  inventions.  His 
little  shop  soon  became  widely  known 
and  was  the  mecca  of  magicians  and 
sleight-of-hand  performers  from  all  parts 
of  the  country.  Often  Alexander  Her¬ 
mann  and  Harry  Kellar  visited  his  office 
and  obtained  ideas  or  new  illusions  with 
which  to  startle  the  public. 

Mr.  Stork  appeared  often  in  vaude¬ 
ville  houses,  especially  in  the  old  days, 
when  magicians  were  not  so  numerous 
as  now.  He  traveled  all  over  the  United 


States  and  was  at  one  time  a  favorite 
in  New  York  vaudeville,  playing  as 
headliner  at  Tony  Pastor’s  theatre. 

Personally,  Harry  Stork  was  a 
prince  of  good  fellows,  and  a  squar- 
er  man  never  lived.  In  the  many 
years  of  our  close  acquaintance  I  never 


HAR.RY  STORK 

knew  him  to  speak  slightingly  of  a  fel¬ 
low  performer,  or, .  for  that  matter,  of 
anyone.  Like  Jim  Bludsoe,  the  hero 
of  John  Hay’s  poem,  Harry  Stork  did 
not  know  the  meaning  of  an  untruth, 
and  he  was  scrupulously  exact  in  all  his 
relations  with  his  fellow  man.  He  was 
the  soul  of  hospitality,  and  among  his 
friends  was  geniality  itself,  as  Tommy 
Downs,  Harry  Houdini,  Howard 
Thurston  and  many  others  can  attest. 
One  of  the  last  pleasant  gatherings  at 
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his  home  was  on  the  occasion  of  Har¬ 
ry  Houdini's  professional  visit  to  Ro¬ 
chester.  The  genial  Stork  was  host,  and 
Harry  Houdini,  IMrs.  Hondini  and  the 
writer  were  the  guests.  It  was  a  mem¬ 
orable  Sunday.  Of  course  the  conver¬ 
sation  was  on  magic — magic — magic ! 
Nothing  but  magic  from  dinner  to  sup¬ 
per,  and  there  would  have  been  more 
magic  after  that  if  Houdini  had  not  had 
an  evening  engagement  at  the  theatre. 
Of  course,  the  conversation  was  punc¬ 
tuated  with  tricks.  Stork  performed 
his  incomparable  flag  trick  and  executed 
his  fancy  shuffles  and  sensational  one- 
hand  “drops”  with  cards ;  Houdirti 
swallowed  needles,  manipulated  hand¬ 
kerchiefs,  and  fooled  us  with  his  invis¬ 
ible  two-hand  pass  with  cards.  It  was 
a  merry  gathering;  every  one  was  in 
high  spirits — particularly  our  host.  Lit¬ 
tle  did  any  of  us  dream  at  parting  that 
evening  that  within  a  few  short  months 
the  prompter  would  ring  down  the  cur¬ 
tain  on  the  merriest  one  of  the  merry 
company.  John  Northern  Hilliard. 
CHARLES  BERTRAM. 

James  Bassett,  professionally  known 
as  Chas.  Bertram,  the  king’s  conjurer, 
died  on  Feb.  28th  of  that  dread  disease, 
cancer,  at  his  residence  in  Streatham, 
London.  Mr.  Bertram  was  born  at 
Woolwich  in  1853,  was  educated  for  the 
Wesleyan  ministry,  but  had  to  give  up 
his  studies  on  account  of  delicate  health. 
He  was  a  personal  friend  of  King  Ed¬ 
ward  VH.  and  had  a  speaking  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  entire  royal  family,  and 
no  reception  or  entertainment  at  the 
palace  was  thought  complete  without 
Bertram.  He  was  a  clever  conjurer, 
but  not  a  wonderful  manipulator..  Ber¬ 
tram  possessed  a  charming  personality, 
and  a  rare  fund  of  humor. 

The  funeral  took  place  on  March  5th, 
at  Norwood  cemetery;  among  those  who 


were  present  or  sent  beautiful  wreaths 
were  Cinquevalli,  Maskelyne,  Devant, 
Sidney  Lee,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitely, 
members  of  the  Savage  Club,  The  Magic 
Circle,  Lyric  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.  The 
officiating  minister  was  the  Rev.  S. 
Nicholl  of  Christ  Church  Streatham. 

It  was  generally  thought  and  believed 
that  Chas.  Bertram  was  a  wealthy  man, 
and  in  very  comfortable  circumstances. 
This  has  been  disproven  by  the  fact  that 


CHARl^EtS  BERTRAM 


at  the  present  writing  a  benefit  is  being 
arranged  for  his  widow  and  daughters, 
whom  he  left  in  rather  straitened  cir¬ 
cumstances.  The  date  has  not  been  se¬ 
lected  as  yet,  but  a  large  London  thea¬ 
tre  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
committee,  and  the  Lord  Ma3^or  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  the  royal  family  will  be  the 
patrons  of  the  affair.  This  alone  en¬ 
sures  its  success. 
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I  am  induced  to  take  this  step  for  the 
manifest  reason  that  the  public  of  both 
hemispheres  may,  through  ignorance  of 
the  real  truth,  give  credence  to  the  men¬ 
dacious  boasts  and  braggadocio  of  the 
horde  of  imitators  who  have  sprung  into 
existence  with  mushroom  rapidity  of 
growth,  and  equal  flimsiness  of  vital 
fibre,  and  who,  with  amazing  effrontery 
and  pernicious  falsity,  seek  to  claim  and 
hold  the  credit  and  honor,  such  as  they 
may  be,  that  belong  to  myself. 

It  is  in  the  same  spirit  and  for  the 
same  cogent  reason,  I  execute  my  pres¬ 
ent  duty  of  duly  setting  forth  my  right 
to  the  title  which  I  hold,  and  the  abso¬ 
lute  pilfering  of  name,  fame  and  the 
other  emoluments  of  success,  by  those 
others  who  advertise- and  rate  themselves 
as  “Handcuff  Kings,”  “Jail  Breakers,” 
etc.,  ad  libitum,  ad  nauseum. 

That  I  have  a  horde  of  imitators  may 
not  be  as  well  known  as  it  will  be  to 
those  who  have  the  patience  and  the 
sense  of  fairness  sufficiently  developed  to 
lead  them  to  read  this  article  through  to 
ks  conclusion.  Therefore,  it  will  not  be 
considered  Unbecoming  of  me  to  set 
forth  here  the  details  of  my  conception, 
execution  and  performance  of  the  Chal¬ 
lenge  Handcuff  and  Escape  Act,  as  pre¬ 


sented  by  me  at  this  time  in  the  principal 
vaudeville  and  music  hall  theatres  of  Eu¬ 
rope  and  America.  And  I  trust  also  that 
I  will  not  be  deemed  guilty  of  undue 
egotism,  or  of  having  an  attack  of  “ex¬ 
aggerated  ego,”  to  borrow  a  popular  term 
growing  out  of  the  Thaw  trial,  if  I  as¬ 
sert  that  this  act  has  proved  to  be  the 
greatest  drawing  card  and  the  longest- 
lived  sensation  that  has  ever  been  of¬ 
fered  in  the  annals  of  the  stage.  This 
has  been  demonstrated  by  the  record- 
breaking  attendance  in  every  theatre 
in  which  I  have  given  the  act,  either 
in  part  or  whole,  and  also  by  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  my  term  of  engagement  in  the 
principal  theatres  among  those  in  which 
I  have  been  booked. 

Art  is  long  and  life  is  short,  says  the 
ancient  poet. 

The  stage  and  its  people,  in  the  light 
of  history,  make  this  a  verity. 

As  examples,  take  the  famous  Daven¬ 
port  brothers^  also  the  “Georgia  Mag¬ 
net,”'  also  the  “Bullet  Proof  Man,”  etc. 
For  the  benefit  of  those  who  have  not 
heard  of  this  sensational  attraction— 
which  was  indeed  a  great  novelty  for  a 
brief  time — I  will  explain  that  the  man 
was  a  German  who  claimed  to  possess 
a  coat  that  was  impervious  to  bullets. 
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He  would  don  this  coat  and  allow  any¬ 
one  to  shoot  a  bullet  of  any  calibre  at 
him.  Alas !  One  day  a  marksman  shot 
him  below  the  coat,  in  the  groin,  and 
eventually  he  died  from  the  wounds  in¬ 
flicted.  His  last  request  was  that  his  be¬ 
loved  invention  should  be  buried  with 
him.  This,  however,  was  not  granted, 
for  it  was  thought  due  the  world  that 
such  an  invention  should  be  made 
known.  The  coat,  on  being  ripped  open, 
was  found  stuffed  or  padded  with  pow¬ 
dered  glass. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  my  own 
career,  I  assert  here  with  all  the  posi¬ 
tiveness  I  can  command  that  I  am  the 
originator  of  the  Challenge  Handcuff 
Act,  which  consists  in  the  artist  inviting 
any  person  in  his  audience  to  submit 
handcuffs  of  his  own,  from  which  the 
performer  must  release  himself.  And  it 
is  proper  that  I  should  add,  at  this  point, 
that  I  do  not  claim  to  have  conceived 
and  originated  the  simple  handcuff 
trick,  as  every  novice  in  this  line  knows 
that  it  has  been  done  for  many  years,  or 
so  far  back,  as  the  lawyers  say,  “that 
memory  runneth  not  to  the  contrary.” 

French  historians  of  the  stage  show 
that,  as  far  back  as  early  1700  La  Tude 
performed  it.  Pinetti  did  chain  releases 
in  1780  and  modern  magicians  have  had 
it  in  their  programmes  ever  since  1825. 
The  Sr.  Bologna,  instructor  of  John 
Henry  Anderson,  made  a  small  trick  out 
of  it.  Anderson  placed  it  among  his 
repertoire  the  second  time  he  came  tci 
America  in  1861,  and  when  exposing  the 
Davenport  brothers,  he  ^  made  quite  a 
feature  of  it.  In  fact,.  I  have  ■  an  old 
monthly  of  1870  in.  which  a  handcuff 
trick  is  explained  in  an, article  exposing 
spirit  mediums. 

Dr.  Redmond,  who,  I  hear,  is  still 
very  much  alive  in  England,  made  quite 


a  reputation  as  a  rope  expert  and  hand¬ 
cuff  manipulator  in  1872-3  and  I  have 
several  interesting  bills  of  his  perform¬ 
ances. 

Few  give  me  credit,  but  had  I  been 
able  to  copyright  my  nev/  tricks  they 
would  all  have,  to  pay  me  a  royalty. 

But,  as  such  cannot  be  done,  the  only 
thing  I  ask  of  the  numerous  imitators 
is  to  give  credit  where  credit  is  due. 

No  one,  to  my  knowledge,  performs 
my  tests  according  to  my  method,  ex¬ 
cept  my  brother,  Theo  Hardeen  as 
they  ALL  resort  to  fakery  and  collusion 
in  presenting  to  the  public  that  which 
they  wish  to  have  thought  is  exactly  as 
Houdini  performs  his  challenges.  The 
following  challenges  have  been  per¬ 
formed  by  myself,  some  of  which  are 
very  interesting.  Release  in  full  view 
of  the  audience  from  straightjackets 
used  on  murderous  insane;  the  nailed 
up  in  the  packing  case  escape;  the 
packing  case  built  On  the  stage ;  the 
paper  bag;  the  willow  hamper;  the 
hamper  swung  in  the  air ;  the  steel  un¬ 
prepared  cage  or  basket ;  riveted  into 
a  steel  water  boiler;  hung  to  a  ladder 
in  mid-air;  nailed  to  a  door;  escape 
from  unprepared  glass  box;  out  of  a 
large  football ;  release  from  a  large 
mail  pouch ;  escape  from  a  roll  top 
desk;  escape  from  a  zinc  lined  piano 
box,  etc.,  etc.  In  fact  during  long  en¬ 
gagements  I  have  accepted  a  different 
challenge  for  .every^, performance. 

In  order  to  stop  all  controversy  con¬ 
cerning  this  jail  breaking  affair,  I  shall 
publish  the  methods  that  have, been  used 
by  some  of  those  that  will  stop  at  noth¬ 
ing  in  order  to  willfully  deceive  the 
public. 

First  of  all,  there^  is  a  young  man 
who  calls,  him.self  Brindemour,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  all  I  can  learn,  claims  to  be 


258 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


the  originator  of  jail  breaking  and  has 
accused  me  of  stealing  the  material 
from  him.  He  has  even  gone  so  far  as 
to  say  that  I  assisted  him.  Why, 
in  1896  I  visited  Woonsocket,  R.  I.,  with 
a  show  and  made  quite  a  hit  with  the 
handcuff  act.  There  I  met  a  photog¬ 
rapher  whose  name  was  George  W. 
Brown.  He  made  himself  known  to  me 
and  informed  me  that  he  was  an  ama¬ 
teur  magician,  and  that  at  certain  peri¬ 
ods  of  the  year  he  gave  performances 


started  in  to  expose  his  handcuff  act. 
He  did  this  in  Providence,  also  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  made  a  dismal  failure.  The 
effect  of  his  work  showed  him  that  he 
was  on  the  wrong  track,  and  eventually 
he  did  not  expose  the  few  fake,  tricks 
that  he  had  and  went  into  it  without  the 
exposures. 

He  pursued  the  same  old  groove  until 
I  returned  to  America,  when  he  delib¬ 
erately  copied  all  of  my  challenges  as 
best  he  could.  I  wondered  how  he  did 


pbofcogpQpl^ie 


HACHBR  OF 

.  FANCY  DANCINO, 


Years  after  Harry  Houdini  had  earned  the  reputation  of  Handcuff  King  and  Jail  Breaker,  the 
above  card  was  used  by  Brindamour  in  1897  orl898,  which  was  long  before  he  became  familiar 

with  handcuffs. 


for  friends  and  lodges  and  his  great  hit 
was  to  impersonate  a  ballet  girl. 

He  showed  me  pictures  of  himself  in 
ballet  costume,  and  seemed  to  be  proud 
that  he  could  impersonate  the  female 
sex  so  perfectly.  This  w'as  in  1896. 
About  a  year  later,  after  purchasing  a 
bunch  of  handcuff  keys,  this  Brown 
called  himself  Brindemour.  He  gave  a 
trial  show  at  Keith’s  Providence  house 
for  Manager  Lovenberg  and  failed  to 
make  good.  His  great  stunt  then  was 
to  make  the  church  bells  ring,  which  is 
accomplished  wdth  a  confederate  and 
was  Sig.  Blitz’s  standby.  At  any  rate, 
the  Great  Brindemour,  failing  to  make 
good,  followed  me  into  Philadelphia  and 


his  jail  breaking  stunts,  as  I  knew  that 
he  could  no  more  pick  a  lock  than  the 
Czar  of  Russia  will  give  the  Russian 
newspapers  the  right  of  free  press.  Re¬ 
cently  I  have  ascertained  the  facts  as  to 
several  of  his  escapes,  or  rather  their 
“mysterious  means,”  and  I  will  give  the 
reader  the  benefit  of  my  investigations. 
At  the  same  time  I  invite  the  closest  in¬ 
vestigation  of  anything  that  I  have  ever 
done.  While  filling  an  engagement  at 
Albaugh’s  Theatre,  Baltimore,  Brinde¬ 
mour  escaped  from  the  cells  at  police 
headquarters  under  the  following  cir¬ 
cumstances:  A  reporter  on  the  Balti¬ 
more  Nezvs,  by  name  of  “Clint”  Mac- 
Cabe,  called  on  Harry  Schanberger,  who 
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IS  engaged  in  an  official  position  at  po¬ 
lice  headquarters  (this  incident  was 
told  me  personally  by  Harry  Schanber- 
ger  and  in  the  presence  of  witnesses) 
and  MacCabe  of  the  'Baltimore  Nezvs, 
after  a^  chat  with  Harry  Schanberger, 
borrowed  the  set  of  keys  from  Schan¬ 
berger,  telling  him  that  he  wanted  to 
give  them  to  Brindemour^  so  that  he 
could  give  a  press  performance  and 
make  the  people  believe  that  Brinde- 
mour  had  escaped  “on  the  square.” 

Schanberger  loaned  MacCabe  the  two 
keys,  and  naturally  Brindemour  escaped 
from  the  police  headquarters  cells,  using 
the  genuine  keys  that  belong  to  the  Po¬ 
lice  Department. 

AND  HE  DARES  TO  CALL  HIM¬ 
SELF  THE  POLICE  MYSTIFIER! 
In  mind  I  can  almost  hear  the  spirit  of 
poor  Chas.  Bertram  say  “Isn’t  that  won¬ 
derful?”  The  strange  thing  about  this 
affair  is  that  in  Baltimore  another  al¬ 
leged  jail  breaker  met  his  quietus  for  the 
time  being. 

He  is  Cunning,  who  also  labors  under 
the  delusion  that  he  is  the  original 
world’s  greatest.  I  quote  from  the  Bal¬ 
timore  Xezvs,  and  it  will  be  seen  how 
much  “talent’’  this  gentleman  possesses. 

Extract  from  the  Baltimore  “News,”  Thursday, 
February  8,  1906. 

CUNNING’S  GAME  EXPOSED. 

Cunning,  the  hitherto  mysterious  opener  of 
handcuffs  and  shackles,  who  is  exhibiting  at 
the  Monumental  Theatre  this  week,  was  found 
out  today  by  Acting-  Turnkey  John  Lanahan  at 
the  Central  Station  and  had  to  abandon  the 
feat  that  he  had  promised  to  do  of  escaping 
■from  a  locked  cell. 

Before  being  locked  in  the  cell.  Cunning 
went  into  the  latter,  pretending  to  examine  it 
and  secretly  placed  a  key  upon  a  ledge,  but 
Lanahan  discovered  the  key  just  as  Cunning 
was  about  to  be  locked  in,  and  when  told  of 
the  discovery,  the  wizard  said,  “You’ve  got  me,” 
admitted  that  he  could  not  open  the  c?ll  without 
a  key,  and  abandoned  the  exhibition. 

The  real  truth  of  this  jail  break  is  that 
Mr.  Joe  Kernan  went  to  the  police  cap¬ 
tain  and  borrowed  the  keys,  and  handed 
them  to  Cunning.  The  turnkey,  Lana¬ 
han,  not  being  in,  the  “know,”  discov¬ 


ered  the  palpable  “planting”  of  the  keys 
and  ran  with  them  to  the  captain.  In 
this  way  the  “stunt”  was  unexpectedly 
exposed. 

Personally,  I  think  that  it  ought  to  be 
a  prison  offense  for  any  official  to  loan 
his  keys  to  these  would-be  and  so-called 
mystifiers,  and  if  managers  wish  to  lend 
themselves  to  wilfully  deceive  their  audi¬ 
ence,  the  quicker  they  find  out  that  they 
are  treading  the  wrong  path  the  better 
for  them,  too.  You  can  take  any  stage 
hand,  and  in  five  minutes  make  just  as 
good  a  jail  breaker  as  the  many  that 
are  now  trading  on  mv  name. 

Another  “gross”  misrepresenter  is  a 
youth  named  Grosse.  This  man,  or 
rather  youth,  claims  that  he  can  open 
time  lock  safes,  and  all  the  complicated 
locks  of  the  world,  stating  that  hand¬ 
cuffs  are  mere  play  to  him.  Why,  he 
can’t  even  pick  his  teeth,  and  if  he  were 
put  to  a  test  with  a  lock  picker  I  doubt 
that  he  could  even  throw  back  a  one- 
tumbler  lock.  Yes,  he  would  have 
trouble  to  pull  back  a  common  latch. 

No  doubt  some  of  the  police  that  are 
entangled  with  some  of  these  jail  break¬ 
ers  will  grow  hot  under  the  collar  at 
me  for  showing  this  thing  up,  but  as 
long  as  these  fellows  are  pretending  to 
do  my  work,  and  as  long  as  they  stoop 
to  do  it  in  this  manner,  just  so  long 
will  I  publish  the  real  facts  as  soon  as 
I  find  them  out. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  state  that  I 
defy  any  manager  or  police  official  to 
come  forward  and  prove  that  I,  by  any 
underhand  means  or  conniving  methods, 
have  stooped  or  lowered  my  manhood 
to  ask  them  to  willfully  deceive  the  pub¬ 
lic  by  such  base  misrepresentations. 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

In  this  department  it  is  the  privilege  of  our 
readers  to  bring  to  public  notice  any  topic  worthy 
of  .discussion  or  deserving  of  censure  or  exposure.  Our 
columns  are  thus  thrown  open  in  the  hopes  that  con¬ 
ditions  may  be  bettered  or  evils  abated  by  such  pub¬ 
licity.  As  no  restrictions  are  imposed  upon  corre¬ 
spondents,  the  editor  does  not  hold  himself  re¬ 
sponsible  for  opinions  expressed  in  this  department. 


London,  England. 
Editor  Conjurers’  Magazine. 

Sir: — The  usual  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Magic  Circle  took  place  at  Hotel 
Tudor  at  the  end  of  February,  but  too 
late  to  report  for  the  March  magazine. 
Chairman  was  G.  Gordon  Powell  and 
about  40  members  were  present. 

The  membership  of  the -Circle  is  fast 
increasing.  Nearly  all  conjurers  who 
are  not  members  are  hastening  to  join. 

There  is  now  an  intermediate  degree, 
between  M..  M.  C.  (Member  Magic  Cir¬ 
cle)  and'  M.  I.  M.  C.  (Afember  Inner 
Magic  Circle,  the  new  degree  being  A. 
1.  M.  C.  (Associate  of  Inner  Magic  Cir¬ 
cle). 

The  second  Annual  Grand  Seance  of 
The  Alagic  Circle  will  take  place  at  St. 
George’s  Hall,  London,  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Alarch  26th. 

I  will  send  you  full  particulars  im¬ 
mediately  after,  so  that  you  can  get  it 
in  May  number. 

At  this  seance  a  public  show  is  given 
on  the  stage  of  the  magical  theatre  and 
all  the  best  known  magicians  who  are  in 
town  at  the  time  will  take  part  in  the 
programme. 

I  think  last  year’s  seance,  was  the  first 
time  on  record  when  a  program  all 
magic,  was  given  in  a  theatre  and  both 
performers  and  audience  all  were  magic¬ 
ians.  Every  seat  for  this  year’s  seance 
has  been  booked  for  some  timC  ' 

Herr  Fritz,  Carl  Hertz,  Kahn  & 
Kahn,  Goldin,  Chung  Ling  Soo  and  Von 


Etta,  are  all  following  each  other  on  the 
Stoll  Circuit,  with  only  one  week  be¬ 
tween  each.  The  funny  part  of  it  is 
that  as  each  has  one  or  two  of  the  same 
tricks  in  his  act,  the  audience  must  be 
rather  tired  of  seeing  growth  of  flowers, 
rice  bowls,  cannon  tricks,  and  bridal 
chambers,  done  by  two  or  three  dififer- 
ent  people  at  such  short  intervals.' 

Current  attractions : 

Palace  Theatre, — The  Howards— sec¬ 
ond  sight. 

Aletropole,  Camberwell  —  Colenso 
(Stanley  Collins). 

Gustave  Fasola  (Indian  magician) 
has  just  played  the  Palace  Hammer¬ 
smith,  and  is  now  at  the  London,  Shore¬ 
ditch. 

Leipsig  is  at  the  Granville,  Walham 
Green-. 

E.  E.  Noakes  is  at  the  Electric  thea¬ 
tre,  Crystal  Palace.  He  has  now  had  a 
run  of  five  consecutive  months  there 
and  introduces  his  football  illusion  on 
days  when  a  big  match  is  being  played. 

In  this  theatre,  the  gear  for  working 
the  blue  room,  which  Roltaire  used 
there,  is  still  lying  around.  The  thea¬ 
tre  has  been  used  for  magical  purposes 
for  years  past. 

Among  pthers  who  have  performed 
there  are  .the  late  Dr.  Lynn,  Dr.  Holden, 
Le  Roy,  Roltaire,  etc.  The  late  Prof. 
Norris  performed  in  this  building  when 
the  Palace;, was  first  opened  and  at  that 
time  it  was  the  custom  for  magicians 
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to  wear  the  conical  cap  and  long  cloak 
tp  perform  in.  Norris  told  me  that  he 
used  to  have  a  stall  outside  where  he 
sold  boxwood  tricks  and  puzzles,  and  a 
workshop  with  a  lathe  at  the  back.  He 
used  to  take  off  his  cloak  and  make  the 
turned  goods  between  his  turns.  I 
still  have  in  my  possession  a  form  of 
ball  box  which  he  made  there.  It  con¬ 
tains  two  half  balls  and  a  solid  one,  I 
should  think  it  must  have  been  in  exis¬ 
tence  long  before  De  Kolte  used  them  as 
the  billiard  ball  trick.  Norris  was  a 
funny  little  man  with  a  bluish  colored 
beard.  He  must  have  looked  a  sight  in 
his  conical  hat. 

Chas.  Bertram  appeared  at  the  Elec¬ 
tric  Theatre  last  Summer  and  it  was  one 
of  the  last  places  he  played  in  London. 

Connected  with  this  place  is  an  Am¬ 
erican,  who  goes  by  the  nickname  of 
Stumkey.  Although  not  a  conjurer,  he 
probably  knows  more  about  the  old  time 
magicians  than  anyone  in  this  country. 

He  was  at  one  time  with  Kellar  and 
also  managed  a  place  of  entertainment 
in  Atlantic  City.  He  also  traveled  with 
the  Baldwins. 

John  Warren  is  at  Camberwell  with 
his  Magic  Carpet. 

Chung  Ling  Soo  has  added  a  new 
mystery  to  his  act  in  which  he  fires  an 
arrow,  to  which  is  fastened  a  rope, 
through  his  wife’s  body.  He  now  pulls 
the  rope  forward  and  backward,  giving 
the'  exact  appearance  of  the  arrow  hav¬ 
ing  impaled  her.  IF.  C.  Zelka. 

Editor  Conjurers’  Magazine, 

«  Sir: — Have  just  received  a  letter  from 
Ill.  Robert  Kudarz,  Wellington,  New 
Zealand,  who  writes  that 'he  is  pleased 
with  the  Conjurers.’  Magazine,  and 
wishes  to  make  a  correction. 

,  Hardeen,  in  October  issue,  states  that 
iti  seems  strange  that  Harry  Kellar  has 
never  been  in  England.  This  is  wrong, 


as  the  old  veteran  did  play  the  English 
provinces  in  1879-1880,  as  Prof.  Kudarz 
saw  him  at  the  time  and  ought  to  know. 
Kellar’s  Magician’s  Tour  probably  gives 
it  as  well ;  he  did  not  return  to  America 
to  start  in  earnest  until  Robert  Heller’s 
death.  Then,  owing  to  the  similarity  of 
names,  Kellar  changed  his  name  from 
Keller  to  Kellar.  Trusting  you  will  find 
space  to  correct  your  correspondent’s  er¬ 
ror,  I  remain  sincerely  yours 

IV.  D.  Leroy. 

Glasgow,  March,  1907. 
Editor  Conjurers’  Magazine, 

Sir : — Last  month  we  had  the  following 
mystifiers  entertain  us :  Theo  Hardeen 
at  the  Zoo  Hippodrome ;  Oswald  Wil¬ 
liams  brought  some  excellent  illusions, 
John  Warren  produced  the  Ma.gic  Car¬ 
pet,  but  I  liked  his  handkerchief  tricks ; 
Sylvesta  gave  us  a  delightful  show  and 
the  perennial  Imro  Eox  introduced  his 
growing  box  trick. 

Regards.  T.  C.  Ardock. 

Editor  Conjurers’  Magazine. 

Sir: — Herr  Max  Berol  opened  last 
week’s  bill  at  the  V alentine  with  his  mys¬ 
terious  ‘Alene  Tinkle”  trick  and  played 
to  a  fair  house.  Herbert  Brooks,  styled 
the  king’s  magician,  is  at  the  Valentine 
this  week  with  a  trunk  mystery,  and  also 
does  the  front  '  and  back  palming  of 
cards ;  not  going  into  any  details  this  gen¬ 
tleman  ought  to  do  some  extra  practicing 
with  the  front  and  back  palm  of  cards 
as  he  needs  it  very  much.  Outside  of 
these  two  acts  Toledo  , is  dead  with  magic. 
Sincerely  yours,  R.  H.  Gysel. 

Spokane,  Washington.' 
Editor  Conjurers’  Magazine, 

Sir:— Where  you  will  find  one  man 
like  Mr.  Williams  you  can  find  a  hundred 
that  are  different.  The  handcuff  secrete 
are  great.  That's  the  first  part  of  the 
paper  I  read.  Please  keep  them  up. 
respectfully  Harvey  Emmett. 
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Herrmann  The  Great  sailed  April  4th  on 
the  French  liner  La  Provence  for  a  trip  to 
Europe.  He  writes  he  is  booked  for  a 
tour  of  six  months  through  France,  Belgium, 
Holland,  Switzerland,  Spain  and  Italy,  re¬ 
turning  to  America  in  September  with  sev¬ 
eral  new  illusions. 

Whilst  abroad  he  has  promised  to  send  us 
news  notes  from  time  to  time.  We  shall  cer¬ 
tainly  be  pleased  to  hear  from  him. 

!):  *  * 

The  Kardells  have  separated  temporarily 
but  have  made  arrangements  that  they  will 
re-join  each  other  in  two  years. 

*  *  * 

Marcus,  “The  man  in  the  box,”  is  featuring 
Houdini’s.  packing  case  trick  and  is  indus¬ 
triously  seeking  engagements.  When  last 
heard  of  he  was  in  Coxsackie,  N.  Y. 

*  *  * 

E.  L.  Twing,  the  Toledo  Kellar,  is  now  con¬ 
sidering  whether  or  not  he  should  tour  Am¬ 
erica  with  his  magical  performances. 

*  * 

Mr.  Orestes  A.  Senter  of  Columbus  is  one 
of  those  conjurers  that  witnessed  the  per¬ 
formances  of  the  original  Anderson  and 
Blitz.  Mr.  Senter  is  an  expert  picture  ma¬ 
chine  manipulator,  and  is  capable  of  entertain¬ 
ing  either  with  magic  proper  or  magic  lantern. 
*  *  * 

Mr.  Otto  F.  Walton  sends  us  a  programme, 
printed  in  the  Greek  language,  of  Kalhas,  the 
magician,  who  exhibited  a  programme  of  reg¬ 
ulation  tricks  at  Brandt’s  Hall,  Chicago, 
March  7th,  this  year. 


Warren  Keene  has  appeared  and  the  “Ask- 
me”  has  made  good.  Felix  Berol,  a  brother 
of  Max  and  William  Berol  of  Mena  Tekel 
and  around  the  world  travel  fame,  is 
connected  with  Keene,  and  all  reports  of 
their  work  is  excellent.  There  is  no  possi¬ 
ble  chance  of  duplicating  this  act,  as  it  is 
the  outcome  of  ten  years’  study.  The  title  was 
suggested  five  years  ago  by  Mr.  Percy  Wil¬ 
liams. 

*  *  * 

John  Johnson,  who  hails  from  Greenville, 
Ohio,  will  certainly  be  heard  from  soon.  His 
mysterious  effects  are  so  easily  accomplished 
that  no  matter  what  he  does  he  does  well. 
He  is  a  noted  athlete,  being  a  pitcher  on  the 
American  League,  and  if  he  does  not  make 
his  mark  in  the  magic  world,  it  will  not  be 
for  lack  of  a  good  act. 

9k 

The  St.  Louis  Star  Chronicle,  February  il, 
’07,  has  quite  a  lengthy  exposure  of  Anna 
Eva  Fay  in  its  columns,  even  going  so  far 
as  to  illustrate  the  writings  reproduced  in 
the  pads. 

♦  *  *  ^ 

There  is  talk  among  the  prominent  dealers 
of  magical  apparatus  of  publishing  a  black¬ 
list  sheet  which  will  be  sent  to  all  dealers 
with  the  various  names  of  people  who  make  it 
a  practice  of  getting  the  best  of  dealers  by 
misrepresentation.  While  this  is  a  good  move 
in  the  right  direction,  we  believe  all 
the  dealers  do  not  care  to  publish  the  fact 
that  they  have  been  bested.  I  think  some 
would  glory  in  it,  while  others  would  be 
ashamed  to  acknowledge  it. 
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Well,  we  came -across  the  first  intoxicated 
magician  in  the  many  years  of  our  profes¬ 
sional  career.  This  magician  is  a  drunk  of 
the  first  water,  and  what  little  talent  he 
possesses  is  oozing  out  at  his  finger  tips. 
Too  bad.  Will  not  mention  his  name,  but  if 
he  ever  sees  this,  and  we  trust  he  will.  We 
hope  that  he  will  stop,  for  otherwise  he  is 
certain  to  fill  a  drunkard’s  grave.  Magicians, 
as  a  rule  are  not  heavy  drinkers,  but  this 
fellow  makes  up  for  fifty. 

4=  *  ♦ 

Frank  B.  Widemayer  has  invented  a  hand¬ 
cuff  that  he  claims  is  far  ahead  of  the  Bean 
Giant.  From  drawing  sent  us,  it  looks  good 
and  we  will  look  the  cuff  over  carefuUy. 
Widemayer  is  an  electrician  of  more  than  or¬ 
dinary  merit,  and  simply  invented  the  hand¬ 
cuff  for  the  fun — and  hopes  that  it  will  make 
a  few  dollars  for  him.  Tower  &  Lyons  are 
stated  to  have  bought  the  patent. 

*  *  ♦ 

We  met  E.  C.  Adams,  the  originator  of  the 
thimble  trick,  in  Toledo,  and  his  parlor  work 
is  par  excellence. 

*  ♦  * 

Our  readers  will  be  surprised  to  hear  that 
the  various  tricks  and  apparatuses  used  by 
secret  lodges  can  be  purchased  by  any  one. 
The  firm  of  M.  C.  Lilly,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
furnishes  all  the  trick  paraphernalia  used  by 
secret  lodges,  and  their  catalogue  is  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  book. 

!(;  *  * 

Little  Lola  Cotton  is  being  heavily  featured 
by  her  father.  They  have  been  doing  a  sec¬ 
ond-sight  act  for  a  number  of  years.  Mr. 
Cotton  gets  very  arrogant  in  his  advertise¬ 
ments  and  claims  that  he  uses  no  code,  and 
calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  “Other  acts 
make  their  own  selections  to  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  articles  whilst  we,  the  originals,  let 
the  audience  select.”  Mr.  Cotton,  you  are 
doing  a  good  act,  but  you  are  hurting  your¬ 
self  with  your  bad  advertising  matter.  But 
then,  perhaps  you  labor  under  the  belief  that 
you  are  the  original.  You  do  not  explain 
things  clearly  and  you  may  be  hitting  at 
some  other  child  artist.  If  so,  you  are  fool¬ 
ish  to  notice  any  one. 

*  *  * 

Joseph  Hayman,  of  Hayman  and  Franklin, 
one  of  our  news  gatherers  in  Great  Britain, 
was  ordered  by  his  physicians  to  take  an 
ocean  voyage.  He  took  the  first  steamer  to 


America,  gave  us  important  news  items  and 
went  back  on  the  next  steamer. 

*  * 

The  usual  human  ostrich  has  appeared  at 
the  hospital,  and  demands  a  spring  cleaning. 
This  time  it  is  Alburtus  Pierce  who  reported 
at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  suffering  from  a 
poisoned  leg,  the  result  of  swallowing  looking- 
glasses.  Through  an  X-ray  apparatus  the  phy¬ 
sicians  located  a  great  many  foreign  objects. 
He  is  in  a  bad  condition,  as  the  many  knife 
blades,  packages  of  tacks  and  portions  of  glass 
bottles  he  has  eaten  are  now  clamoring  for 
digestion.  The  Bellevue  experts  say  that 
Pierce’s  bones  will  likely  decay  or  at  the 
very  least  he  has  a  7-months’  siege  in  bed. 

*  *  * 

Arnold  De  Biere  gives  vent  to  his  feelings 
in  poetry  in  our  advertising  pages.  Is  his 
ecstacy  due  to  receiving  notification  from 
Goldin’s  attorney  that  Goldin  withdraws  a 
charge  against  him  for  doing  an  illusion  in¬ 
vented  by  Noah  on  the  Ark  during  the 
flood? 

*  *  * 

Howard  Thurston  is  still  gathering  in  the 
shekels,  and  if  he  keeps  on  he  will  have  to 
hire  a  special  ship  to  bring  back  the  money 
that  he  is  ncaking  in  the  far  eastern  coun¬ 
tries.  He  is  playing  an  indefinite  engagement 
in  Cairo,  Egypt. 

*  *  * 

Chefalo  and  Caprefta  are  now  on  the  Keith 
tour.  Chefalo,  will  you  ever  learn  to  talk 
slow'  in  your  exhibitions?  The  act  is  better 
since  he  has  added  the  famous  Italian  beauty, 
Signoretta  Capretta. 

*  *  « 

The  Sa  Heras  w'ere  headliners  at  the  La¬ 
fayette  Theatre,  week  of  March  25,  and 

scored  their  usual  success. 

♦  *  * 

Tomlin,  the  young  wizard  of  Baltimore,  is 

fast  becoming  prominent. 

*  *  * 

Col.  Gaston  Bordevery,  having  fininshed  sec¬ 
ond  best  in  a  newspaper  affair  with  several 
sharp  shooters  (De  Loris  and  MacCrea),  has 
launched  a  most  ambiguous  advertisement  in 
which  he  says  that  he  is  not  a  conjurer. 
Does  the  gallant  Colonel  mean  to  infer  that 
we  conjurers  fare  of  such  a  class  that  he 
wishes  not  to  be  confounded  wdth  us  wretched 
people?  If  such  is  the  case,  we  demand  an 
explanation  why  he  launched  an  advertise- 
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ment  in  which  he  claimed  that  he  broke  a 
mystifier’s  record  for  drawing  paid  admis¬ 
sions  at  Moore’s  Theatre,  when  he  was  well 
aware  at  the  time  that  he  did  not  break  any 
record. 

*  *  * 


Carl  Brehmer  was  at  Pastor’s  theatre, 
billed  as  Herr  von  Blitzen,  the  crazy  magi¬ 
cian.  He  finished  his  week  well  liked.  On 
same  bill  W'as  seen  H.  Wm.  Van  Dorn  with 
his  mysterious  Crucible 

^  ^ 


Ziska  and  King  are  still  at  it  on  the  Keith 
tour. 


» 


The  Washington  Post,  March  27th,  had  the 
following  news  item  cabled  to  them  from 
their  London  offices  :  “The  Magic  Circle,  which 
is  the  official  designation  of  the  Society  of 
Conjurers,  met  in  great  strength  at  St. 
George’s  Hall  to-day,  and  the  members  tried 
to  mystify  one  another  with  a  series  of  their 
latest  tricks.  In  some  cases  they  seemed  to 
succeed  as  completely  as  they  did  in  puzzling 
the  iay  section  of  the  audience.  The  society’s 
gold  medal  was  finally  awarded  to  Leipzig, 
an  American,  in  recognition  of  his  marvel¬ 
ous  skill  and  originality.  Carl  Germaine 
scored  heavily  with  his  slate  trick.” 

*  4:  * 

Saturday,  April  6,  1907,  found  the  Society 
of  American  Magicians  in  social  session  in 
Martinka’s  Magical  Palace,  493  Sixth  Avenue, 
New  York  City. 

sk  * 

Mr.  W.  L.  Hicks  of  Chicago,  a  newly  elected 
member  of  the  S.  A.  M.,  made  a  special  trip 
to  New  York  to  complete  arrangements  for 
becoming  our  official  Western  correspondent. 


Boston  Bits 


by  FREDERICK  ROCHE 
While  at  Austin  &  Stone’s  museum,  Miss 
Effie  Lorraine  presented  a  box  mystery.  A 
large  heavy  base  on  legs  was  shown  first,  the 
sides  of  quarter-inch  wood,  were  placed  upon 
the  base,  the  Venus  entered  and  the  top  was 
strapped  down,  but  not  nailed.  The  complete 
Ijox  was  placed  in  a  crate  which  was  locked 
with  several  locks.  This  particular  escape  is 
evidently  meant  for  a  deaf  audience  judging 
Ly  the  amount  of  noise  made  by  the  lady  es¬ 
cape  artist  in  getting  out,  which  great  feat 
she  accomplished  in  about  five  minutes.  She 
was  assisted  by  Prof.  Bellyea. 


The  great  Russa,  jailbreaker,  handcuff  king, 
magician,  man  of  mystery  and  several  other 
things,  is  at  Walker’s  museum  this  week.  He 
gets  out  of  a  cage,  trunks,  boxes,  etc.,  and 
after  the  show,  walks  out  the  door. 

*  >k  * 

The  society  of  Boston  magicians  has  offered 
prizes  to  its  members  for  the  best  entertain¬ 
ment,  the  best  original  trick  and  the  most 
improvement  shown  by  any  member. 

=k  *  * 

Lawrence  Crane  is  at  the  Columbia  this 
week  introducing  several  illusions.  His  work 
adways  goes  well. 

*  ^ 

The  German  Rose  has  just  finished  a  two 
weeks’  engagement  at  Austin  &  Stone’s  mu¬ 
seum. 

*  ;k  * 

The  great  Goss  is  advertised  to  give  a  per¬ 
formance  on  May  2.  He  will  be  supported  by 
a  squad  of  vaudeville  artists. 

*  *  * 


ESnONS-^ 

NSWERED 

HER.En’ 


A.  L.  Roy,  Providence. — The  Post  Office 
has  suspended  that  order  until  further  notice. 
Thanks  for  calling  our  attention  to  that  fact. 

>k  :k  * 

Chung  Ling  Soo. — Clippings  arrived  too 
late. 

=k  =k  * 


Berliner.  —  That  is  not  true.  Harry 
Houdini’s  first  lappearance  before  any  audi¬ 
ence  was  at  Appleton,  Wis.,  the  summer  of 
1881.  He  was  then  engaged  as  the  star  per¬ 
former  of  a  five-cent  circus  by  Jack  Hoeffler. 
Mr.  Hoeffler  is  at  the  present  time  proprietor 
and  manager  of  several  theatrical  enterprises, 
but  will  be  pleased  to  corroborate  this  state¬ 
ment,  for  he  has  only  lately  described  the  red 
woolen  stockings  that  Houdini  wore  as 
“Eric,  the  king  of  the  air.”  Houdini  was  born 
in  1874. 

*  *  !k 

Prof.  A.  Thompson,  Liverpool. — Thanks 
for  photograph. 
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Dissatisfied,  Chicago. — Well,  what  are  you 
going  to  do  about  it?  The  rnore  you  speak 
about  it  the  less  you  will  be  given  credit  for 
knowing.  So  shut  up. 

*  *  * 

Barney  K.,  Milwaukee. — For  the  trick  you 
describe,  use  muriatic  acid  in  the  glasses,  and 
strong  ammonia  in  the  pipes.  The  two  chem¬ 
icals  coming  together  cause  a  dense  smoke  to 
be  created.  Also  put  a  few  drops  of  ammonia 
in  one  pipe  and  in  the  other  a  few  drops  of 
muriatic’  acid.  The  best  way  is  to  simply  al¬ 
low  the  chemicals  to  run  through  the  pipe 
stems.  Be  careful  with  the  muriatic  acid,  as 
it  is  a  virulent  poison. 

*  *  * 

G.  W.  Saltonstall,  Toledo. — No;  Horace 
Goldin  never  wrote  a  book.  The  party  you 
mean,  George  Fuller  Golden,  is  now  pub¬ 
lishing  a  comedy  paper.  If  Horace  Goldin 
ever  wrote  a  book  on  magic  and  magicians 
it  would  read  something  like  this I  iii  1  1  iiii 
and  me,  also  111  iiii  i  ii  iiii  1  and  1.  1.  1. 

A.  Lacahnce,  Quebec,  Canada. — If  you  will 
read  the  article  entitled  “Light  on  the  jail 
breaking  of  my  imitators,”  you  will  obtain  all 
the  information  you  seek. 

*  * 

Franklin  Gerogasen,  Salt  Lake  City. — We 
never  answer  questions  by  mail  unless  spe¬ 
cially  important,  and  then  you  must  enclose 
stamp  for  reply.  You  are  wrong  regarding 
the  ashes  of  Madame  Blavatsky.  The  urn 
in  which  the  ashes  were  placed  after  crema¬ 
tion  is  in  a  niche  in  Aryan  Hall,  144  Mad¬ 
ison  avenue.  New  York  City,  where  the 
Aryan  Theosophical  Society  meets. 

*  *  *' 

Mosher,  Little  Valley.— We  contemplate 
giving  our  subscribers  space  for  professional 
cards  at  the  rate  of  one  inch  for  six  months 
for  $3,  or  for  one  year  for  $5,  pa}<able  in  ad¬ 
vance. 

*  *  * 

B.  Chadwick,  Burnley.— Summer  of  1904, 
Will  Goldstone  was  running  a  busking  Pierrot 
show  at  West  Kirkby,  Yorkshire,  England,  and 
attempting  to  do  the  handcuff  act.  In  case  you 
do  not  know  what  “busking”  means,  it  sig¬ 
nifies  that  the  hat  was  passed,  and  any  one 
could  drop  in  a  coin  to  repay  the  artist  for 
his  labors.  Some  of  these  buskers  earn  good 


James  Engelhardt,  Hastings,  Mich.— The 
Japanese  method  of  producing  eggs  from  the 
mouth  is  accomplished  by  their  learning  to 
bring  up  swallowed  articles.  When  we  were 
with  Welsh  Bros.’  circus  a  troupe  of  Japan¬ 
ese,  San  Kitchi  Akimoti,  had  an  old  man  who 
taught  us  the  trick.  First  of  all  take  a 
potato  and  tie  a  string  to  it,  and  practice 
swallowing  it,  to  your  Adam’s  apple.  The 
string  helps  you  to  pull  it  back ;  in  case  you 
do  not  care  to  digest  a  potato,  use  a  small 
*  *  * 

apple,  which  is  more  palatable.  In  this  way 
the  Japs  hold  concealed  four  to  seven  small 
sized  balls,  and  produce  them  one  at  a  time. 
In  case  you  do  not  care  to  go  to  all  this 
trouble,  purchase  the  egg  shell  fake  from  any 
reliable  dealer.  He  will  also  send  full  in¬ 
structions  for  using  same.  Keep  the  fake  in 
your  mouth,  and  when  showing  your  mouth 
empty  you  really  show  the  inside  of  the  fake 
which  is  painted  red. 

*  ♦  * 

Clinton  Burgess. — Thanks  for  clippings  re¬ 
ceived.  ; 


*  *  * 


T.  F.  Fritz. — Postal  with  phisog  managed 
to  escape  the  vigilance  of  the  Postmaster. 
So  we  know  how  you  look.  Wondered  if  it 
was  so  what  you  said  he  said  we  said 

*  :i!  !(: 


Hal  IMerton. — Sorry  to  have  missed  you. 
Photo  arrived  in  good  condition. 

*  *  * 


H.  G.  Shields,  Newmilus,  Scotland. — Re¬ 
ceived  letter.  Will  put  your  name  on  record 
for  book  when  published.  You  will  find  due 
notice  of  its  appearance  in  the  Conjurers’ 
Magazine. 

*  *  * 

R.  H.  Gysel,  Toledo,  Ohio.— The  journal 
you  mention  appears  to  be  simply  brief  ex¬ 
tracts  of  the  book  published  in  England  in 
1850,  “Locks  and  Ke3'^s,”  by  George  Price,  in¬ 
ventor  of  fire-proof  safes. 

♦  ♦ 


R.  H.  Gysel,  Toledo.  The  cuff  secret  you 
mention  is  simply  applicable  to  the  English 
cuff.  In  the  act  of  locking  it  on  you  drop  a 
small  shot,  which  you  had  concealed  between 
your  fingers,  in  the  snap  portion  of  the  cuff. 
This  will  prevent  it  from  locking,  and  all  you 
have  to  do  is  to  pull  the  cuff  open.  The 
shot  falls  to  the  floor  and  is  not  noticed. 
You  will  have  to  use  two  shots,  one  for  each 
cuff. 


money. 
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SELBIT’S  THE  MAGIC  ART. 

Being  thoroughly  cognizant  of  the 
fact  that  the  patter  of  a  public  per¬ 
former  and  the  manner  of  delivering 
same  is  of  the  greatest  importance,  we 
have  carefully  gone  over  several  books 
that  have  been  sent  to  us  from  Great 
Britain  and  will  say  that  the  English 
conjurer  can  manipulate  the  English 
language  with  greater  facility  than  the 
average  American  necromancer.  The 
book  from  the  pen  of  Selbit,  'The 
Magic  Art”  really  contains  some  very 
meritorious  matter.  In  fact  the  patter 
is  the  best  that  we  have  ever  seen  in 
print.  He  is  mistaken  when  he  states 
that  the  egg-bag  trick  as  presented  by 
the  American  is  original  with  us,  and 
we  would  like  to  enlighten  him  on  that 
score.  The  egg-bag  as  presented  by  the 
American  magician  was  first  brought  to 
the  United  States  by  Herbert  Albini. 
The  aggressive  manner  of  Albini  was 
natural  with  him,  and  was  the  cause  of 
the  egg-bag  being  the  sensation  he  made 
it ;  eventually  his  imitators  copied  all 
his  movements.  The  trick  can  easily  be 
placed  among  the  very  good  tricks 
which  any  magician  can  add  to  his 
repertoire. 

We  do  not  say  that  Albini  was  the 
first  to  do  the  egg-bag  experiment,  for 


FRon THE  Press 

WISE  , 

AND 

OTHERWISE 


in  the  Harry  Houdini  collection  there 
are  programmes  of  the  early  seven¬ 
teenth  century  mentioning  it,  and  Ho¬ 
cus  Focus  also  has  the  trick  in  its  va¬ 
rious  descriptions. 

MEDRINGTON’S  BROCHURES. 

“Magical  Novelties”  and  “The  Magi¬ 
cian’s  Book  of  Patter”  by  Charles  Med- 
rington  of  Birkdale,  Lancashire,  are 
two  brochures  that  contain  some  good 
matter.  There  is  nothing  extraordinary 
about  the  publications,  and  wEile  the 
author  is  rather  weak  in  a  good  many 
of  his  theories,  he  possesses  a  very  nat¬ 
ural,  frank  manner ;  the  books  will  hold 
your  attention  until  you  have  glanced 
through  them.  He  cannot  be  called  au¬ 
thor  :  compiler  is  more  appropriate  as 
in  the  “Magical  Novelties”  he  has  ten 
different  magicians  contribute  tricks  to 
him.  It  is  far  better  though  for  a  man 
to  give  people  their  just  dues,  than  to 
publish  other  people’s  tricks,  and  take 
full  credit  for  same,  wEich  w’e  know 
for  a  fact  is  the  case  with  tw’o  authors 
( ?)  in  Great  Britain.  One  is  certainly 
a  flagrant  offender,  and  deliberately 
steals  the  brains  of  other  people  and 
then  publishes  the  material  as  original. 
When  he  wishes  to  shield  himself  he 
places  some  poor  deluded  friend’s  name 
at  the  end  of  the  article. 

That  is  why  we  like  Medrington’s 
frankness ;  he  gives  people  the  credit 
due  them. 
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HowtircJ  Thurston’s  Postin^e  in  India 


ell,  what  do  you  think  about  Kel- 
lar’s  retiring?  Is  Valadon  going  to  suc¬ 
ceed  him?  It  does  not  appear  so  to  us. 
W  ould  you  like  our  opinion  as  to  who 
will  succeed  to  the  place  of  honor?  Yes? 
W'ell  from  all  signs  and  indications,  the 
dark  horse  in  the  race  seems  to  be  How¬ 
ard  Thurston. 


regular  abode,  beg  their  way,  and  very 
seldom  are  refused  food  and,  as  for 
shelter,  they  are  satisfied  to  sleep  on  the 
soft  side  of  a  stone  pavement  or  door 
way.  Secrets  are  passed  from  genera¬ 
tion  to  generation  and  very  few  cases 
are  known  of  outsiders  being  initiated 
into  their  mysteries.  Three  classes  of 


Howard  Thurston  in  the  midst  of  a  group  of  Indian  conjurers  and  snake  charmers.  Photo 

taken  in  Bombay,  India. 


Thurston  bwthe  way  is  now  touring 
the  world,  and  at  the  present  time  is 
in  Lucknow,  India,  making  all  kinds  of 
money. 

The  Indian  conjurers  are  of  different 
castes,  wearing  barely  enough  clothes  to 
cover  their  bodies. 

In  very  few  instances  they  travel 
alone,  preferring  to  travel  in  troupes, of 
from  two  to  six.  The  snake  charmer 
and  magician  are  in  classes  by  them¬ 
selves.  for  they  never  associate ;  the 
-conjurer  being  of  higher  caste.  They 
are  of  a  nomadic  disposition,  having  no 


miracle  workers  exist  in  India.  The 
Mahatma  or  Priest,  who  can  only  be 
found  in  the  mountains,  and  who  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  able  to  perform  his  wonders 
owing  to  his  ability  of  going  for  weeks 
without  food  or  drink.  Then  comes  the 
Conjurer,  and  last  but  not  least  the 
Snake  Charmer. 

It  appears  from  reports  that  the  lu' 
dians  are  the  best  visitors  to  his  per¬ 
formances,  in  fact  better  patrons  than 
any  other  nation  visited.  The  whole 
company  is  booked  shortly  to  appear  in 
France. 
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letter  lock.  (M)  Russian  legirons  as 
used  on  murderers.  These  irons  are  not 


The  material  for 
these  articles  was 
gathered  during 
the  author’s  first 
tour  of  Great  Brit¬ 
ain.  and  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  publica¬ 
tion  In  hook  form. 
This  was  done  in 
reponse  to  the 
thousands  of  re¬ 
quests  for'  light 
upon  the  methods 
used  by  the  horde 
of  imitators  who 
sprang  up  at  that 
time.  After  the 
manuscript  bad  been 
completed,  the 
pressure  of  pro¬ 
fessional  engagements  prevented  Immediate  publica¬ 
tion.  The  text  will  now  be  printed  for  the  first  time 
In  monthly  Installments  In  the  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Magazine,  to  whose  pages  it  is  peculiarly  appropriate. 
Readers  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  fact  of  its  being 
prepared  for  publication  in  book  form  necessitates  a 
somewhat  arbitrary  and  unusual  division  of  the  various 
Instalments,  but,  in  its  entirety,  this  treatise  on 
handcuff  secrets  will  be  the  most  complete  and 
reliable  volume  ever  published  on  this  unique  form 
of  mystery  and  entertainment. 

Copyright,  190C.  By  Harry  Houdinl.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 

INSTALMENT,  NO.  8. 

AMERICAN  HANDCUFFS 

{Continued) 


Among  the  Continental  makes  may  be 
mentioned  (L)  the  French  Cufif  with 


Illustration  No.  y. 


locked,  but  riveted  on  to  the  culprit’s 
ankles.  The  device  of  a  heart  in  centre 
denotes  that  the  wearer  is  a  life  prisoner. 
In  Russia  there  is  no  capital  punishment. 
Murderers  are  rewarded  with  life  sent¬ 
ence  down  in  the  Siberian  Mines.  The 
different  crimes  are  designated  by  vari¬ 
ous  devices,  viz. :  A  Spade,  Club,  or  Dia¬ 
mond  on  the  centre  of  chain.  The  pris- 
orers  are  positively  riveted  to  a  coal  car 
down  in  the  mines  and  are  never  separ¬ 
ated  from  the  car  until  death  sets  him 
free  bv  taking  the  wearied  soul  from  the 
tortured  body;  they  sleep  alongside  the 
track  on  which  the  coal  cars  run. 

(N)  , Egyptian  Hand  and  Legiron. 
The  original  from  which  this  photo¬ 
graph  is  taken  is  hundreds  of  years  old. 
When  these  irons  were  made,  locks  were 
very  scarce  and  expensive  in  Egypt — 
these  were  made  by  the  Smith  to  lock 
with  a  wedge. 

(O)  The  latest  Russian  Manacle, 
1902^  one  of  the  most  complicated  locks 
ever  used  in  a  handcuff. 

THE  GERMAN  TRANSPORT 
CHAIN. 

Just  at  this  juncture,  it  is  not  out  of 
place  to  describe  the  German  transport 


The  way  the  transport  chain  should  be  fasten¬ 
ed  on  the  wrists. 
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chain,  which  is  used  by  the  German  po¬ 
lice  almost  exclusively  for  transporting 
prisoners. 

The  chain  has  two  rings,  one  for  each 
hand,  one  being  located  at  the  end  of 
the  chain  and  the  other  in  the  center. 
One  lock  is  utilized  for  securing  both 
hands.  In  the  illustration  you  will  note 
that  the  chain  entwines  both  wrists, 
which  rest  one  above  the  other. 


SOME  OLD  TRICKS 

FOR 

NEW  BEGINNERS 


BALANCING  A  BORROWED  CI¬ 
GAR  ON  A  BORROWED  HAT. 


A  peculiar  little  trick  that  we  once 
saw  the  Berliner  Herrmann  perform, 
was  the  balancing  of  a  borrowed  cigar 
on  a  borrowed  hat.  It  was  quite  puz¬ 
zling,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers 
we  will  illustrate  the  apparatus  that  he 


used. 

Have  concealed  in  your  hand  before 
borrowing  the  hat  or  cigar  a  common 
cork,  in  the  centre  of  which  you  have 
forced  a  sharp  needle.  As  per  illustra¬ 


tion. 

Borrow  a  hat,  and  take  it  in  your  right 


Pulling  the  first  hand  out  by  sheer  strength, 
using  the  teeth  as  an  aid. 

After  the  chain  has  been  fastened  on 
your  wrist  as  in  the  illustration,  the  first 
movement  is  to  bring  the  arms  akimbo, 
thereby  causing  one  hand  to  lay  length¬ 
wise  on  the  other,  i.e.,  the  fingers  of  both 


Freeing  the  second  hand  with  the  aid  of  the 
one  that  was  first  slipped  out  of  the  chain. 

hands  pointing  toward  the  elbows,  and 
by  sheer  force  of  strength  you  extricate 
yourself  from  the  chain,  one  hand  at  a 
time. 


hand,  and  place  it  over  your  left  hand 
in  which  you  hold  concealed  the 
“needle-cork;”  now  ask  for  a  cigar,  and 
when  it  is  handed  to  you,  go  through  all 
kinds  of  motions  of  trying  to  balance  it, 
until  eventually  you  insert  the  needle 
into  the  tip  of  the  cigar,  and  then  you 
are  ready  to  go  through  your  various 
gags  in  balancing  the  cigar  and  making 
it  do  the  hooche-kooche  dance. 

Hand  back  the  cigar,  with  your  right 
hand,  and  after  it  is  returned  take  the 
hat  from  your  left  hand  and  return  it 
with  your  right.  This' allows  you  to  re¬ 
peat  the  trkk  if  called  upon  to  do  so, 
and  also  allows  you  to  return  the  needle 
to  your  pocket.  Do  not  forget  that  a 
needle  is  sharp,  so  it  is  best  to  rid  your¬ 
self  of  the  cork  and  needle  by  placing  it 
in  your  side  coat  pocket  where  you  run 
no  danger  of  being  stung. 


(To  be  continued.) 
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Advertisements  under  this  heading  are  accepted  free 
■of  charge;  there  is  no  after  graft  and  you  bind 
yourselves  to  nothing;  we  only  reserve  the  right  to 
exclude  any  advertisement  we  do  not  wish  in  our  pa¬ 
per. 

Please  Inform  us  of  all  unfair  dealings  as  we  wish 
to  protect  our  readers. 


Make  your  advertisement  brief  and  condensed,  omlt- 
Ing  unnecessary  words. 


I  will  exchange  a  number  of  magic  song 
books,  freak  fountain  pens,  ready  for  use  with 
full  instructions,  and  Kirk’s  mysterious  wig 
trick,  for  any  other  tricks  of  value.  Address 
M.  McLoughlin,  121  West  42d  St.,  New  York. 

♦  *  ♦ 

For  trade ;  very  fine  dove  pan,  no  fakey 
cover,  also  rice  vase,  drawer  box,  etc. ;  will 
send  list  and  photo.  Carl  Anderson,  P.  O. 
Box  477,  Rochester,  New  York. 

*  *  sk 

High  pitch  saxaphone  (soprano),  in  leather 
case,  etc.;  Kellar  growth  of  roses,  (with  or 
without  flow'ers)  ;  four  pair  of  handcuffs  in 
good  order ;  lot  of  keys ;  five  side  tables ; 
fine  tipover  box ;  two  crystal  caskets ;  three 
collapsible  balls ;  a  lot  of  small  stuff  of  which 
I  have  two  of  a  kind.  What  have  you? 
Mosher,  Magician,  Little  Valley,  New  York. 

H:  * 

What  is  best  offer  for  a  large  steel  cage  on 
the  plan  of  the  great  prison  cell  escape,  in¬ 
cluding  locks,  handcuffs,  leg-irons  and  some 
of  the  best  rope  ties ;  cage  weighs  365  pounds 
and  is  very  showy,  being  decorated  in  gold 
and  black.  Inclose  stamp  for  full  particu¬ 
lars.  Wm.  Brunell,  general  delivery.  New 
Bedford,  Mass. 

*  ^  * 

Will  trade  for  best  offer,  a  center  table 
complete  with  traps ;  also  flying  handkerchief 
decanter  and  giant  bouquet.  Vasco,  523-4 
Park  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

*  * 

What  have  you  to  offer  in  exchange  for 
sixteen  Indian  clubs,  one  green  baize  20x24 


feet  and  two  White  Bros.’  hampers?  All  are 
in  good  condition.  Sam  Altus,  209  East  14th 
street,  New  York  City. 

*  ♦  ♦ 

Will  exchange  for  best  offer,  crystal  bell, 
stand  and  spiritualisfic  hand ;  all  in  good 
order.  1.  Gould,  314  Beacon  str^t,  Toledo, 
Ohio. 

*  *  * 

Best  offer  takes  240  silk  spring  flowers, 
Martinka’s  best,  value  six  cents  each.  A 
Karlemann,  41 1  West  35th  street.  New  York. 
*  *  *  ~ 

Two  side  tables,  large  flag  vase,  sack  trick, 
four-foot  collapsible  snake  and  other  things. 
Will  exchange  for  best  offer  or  for  first-class 
parlor  or  small  hall  tricks.  Everybody 
write.  E.  D.  Williams,  29  Seymour  avenue, 
Utica,  N.  Y. 

*  ♦  * 

Wanted. — Bean  Giant  and  improved  Bean 
cuffs,  also  split  key;  will  exchange  three  pairs 
American  cuffs,  one  pair  English  cuffs,  and 
one  transport  chain.  R.  W.  Strong,  4323  Ver¬ 
non  avenue,  Chicago,  Ill. 

♦  *  * 

What  have  3'ou  to  offer  for  Aga  illusion 
with  sofa  and  painting  for  lobby;  the  three- 
trunk  mystery;  Dida  and  two  center  tables, 
all  nickeled?  Ever\"  one  of  the  above  articles 
is  in  first-class  condition.  Prof.  Leo,  218 
West  i3Sth  street.  New  York. 

*  *  * 

Have  a  fine  lot  of  magical  apparatus  which 
I  would  like  to  exchange  for  Kellar  growth 
of  flowers,  trunk  and  handcuff  mystery,  and 
other  good  ones.  Send  list  of  what  you  have 
and  I  will  do  likewise.  R'ay  C.  Hayden,  20 
Baltimore  street,  Cumberland,  Md. 

*  *  * 

Gramaphone  wdth  sixty  records  and  five- 
foot  brass  horn  with  stand,  for  best  offer. 
Have  other  magical  appar'atus  for  exchange ; 
will  send  list  for  the  asking.  Charles  J. 
Hagen,  1431  Avenue  A,  New  York  City. 

*  *  * 

For  Exchange. — Apparatus  to  change  hand¬ 
kerchief  to  paper  ribbons  held  in  hand;  ap¬ 
paratus  to  change  three  handkerchiefs  to  flag, 
Martinka  make;  both  are  new.  Would  like 
similar  apparatus,  preferring  palming  coins, 
flags,  handkerchiefs  or  billiard  balls.  Wil¬ 
liam  E.  Simms,  Dobbs  Ferry  on  Hudson, 
N.  Y. 
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H  O  C  V  S 
P  O  C  V  s 

I  V  N  I  O  R- 

l^he  AnMomie  of 

LEGERDEMAIN* 

O  R, 

Tlw  Art  of  lugling  fet  forth  in  his  proper  colours,  fally, 
pliinly,  andexaftly,  &  that  an  ^orartpeifon  may  thereby 
learn  At  full  perfeftion  ®f  the  U*ie,ahcr  a  little  praSife. 

Vnto  each  Tricke  fe  added  dw  figure,  where  it  is  BeedfuU 

loT  inlIru^oQ« 

Thtfectnd  Edkhtt,  i>ith  ttddititnt. 

PrriUt  sibili  quits  Ubn  facet  e. 


Printed  by  T.  H.  for  R.M.  16^5. 


INSTALMENT  No.  8 
HOW  TO  CUT  THE  BLOWING 
BOOK. 

{Completed) 

Let  each  notch  be  one  inch  dis¬ 
tant;  paint  every  thirteenth  and  four¬ 
teenth  page,  which  is  the  end  of  every 
sixth  leaf  and  beginning  of  every  sev¬ 
enth  with  like  colors,  or  pictures,  cut 
olt  with  a  pair  of  shears,  every  notch  of 
the  first  leaf,  leaving  only  one  inch  of 
paper,  which  will  remain  half  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  above  that  leaf,  leave  another 
like  inch  in  the  second  part  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  leaf,  clipping  away  an  inch  of  paper 
in  the  higdiest  place  above  it,  and  all 
notches  below  the  same,  and  orderly 
to  the  third  and  fourth,  and  so  as  there 
shall  rest  upon  each  leaf  only  one  nick 
of  paper  above  the  rest,  one  high  uncut, 
an  inch  of  paper  must  answer  to  the 


first  directly,  so  as  when  you  have  cut 
the  first  seven  leaves  in  such  a  manner 
as  I  have  described,  you  are  to  begin 
the  self  same  order  at  the  eighth  leaf, 
descending  the  same  manner  to  the  cut¬ 
ting  other  seven  leaves  to  twenty-one, 
until  you  have  passed  through  every 
leaf  all  the  thickness  of  your  book,  etc. 

This  feat  is  sooner  learned  by  dem¬ 
onstrative  means,  than  taught  by  words 
of  instruction;  so  if  any  person  wants 
to  be  furnished  with  these  blowing 
books  they  may  have  them  at  my  shop 
on  Little-tower-hill  aforesaid. 

TO  SHOW  THE  TRICK  WITH 
THE  FUNNEL. 

You  must  get  a  double  funnel,  that  is 
two  funnels  soldered  one  within  the 
other,  so  that  you  may,  at  the  little  end, 
pour  in  a  quantity  of  wine  or  water, 
this  funnel  you  may  have  ready  filled 
befor^;  hand,  with  whatsoever  liquor  you 
please,  and  call  for  some  of  the  same 
kind,  then  draw  your  funnel  and  setting 
your  middle  finger  into  the  bottom  of  it, 
bid  somebody,  or  else  do  it  yourself, 
pour  it  full,  and  drink  it  up  before 
them,  and  turn  the  broad  end  of  the 
funnel  downward,  saying,  "Gentlemen, 
all  is  gone;”  and  in  a  trice  turn  your¬ 


self  about,  and  in  turning  pronounce 
some  terms  of  art,  withdraw  your  finger 
from  the  narrow  end,  and  let  the  liquor 
out  between  the  funnels,  and  it  will  be 
thought  to  be  that  which  you  drank  out 
of  the  funnel,  and  so  you  may  persuade 
them  it  is  the  same. 

(To  be  continued) 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE! 

The  serials  now  running  in  this  magazine  will  be  continued 
from  month  to  month  until  the  entire  field  in  the  handcuff 
mystery  is  exhausted  and  other  facts  established  ;  we  will  al¬ 
ways  describe  spiritualistic  and  illusionary  effects  and  show  how 
to  do  magical  tricks  in  general ;  so  if  you  are  not  a  subscriber 
kindly  fill  out  the  subscription  blank  below  and  send  it  to  us  with 
one  dollar  and  have  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  sent  to 
you  regularly  and  promptly  each  month.  Back  numbers  can 
be  purchased  at  10c.  a  copy. 


RIUU  OUT  THIS  RORM  INOW 


And  mail  it,  together  with  One  Dollar,  to  Xlie  Coil“ 

inrers’  Magazine  Publisliing  Co.,  278 
W.  113th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen  : 

Please  send  me  CONJURERS’ 
MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  for  twelve  months, 

commencing  with  the . 

issue,  for  which  I  enclose  One  Dollar. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Dated . 190 


The  Columbia  Theatre 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

“  Alway^s  a  Good  Show  at  The 
Columbia.” 

THE  ONLY  FIRST  CLASS  VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE  IN  TOWN 


The  City  Magical  Company 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

magical  Jipparatus 

1,  Amersham  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 


Everything  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic.  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter  &c.  Applications  for  Lists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

We  Have  tHe  Latest  European  Novelties 

Manager  ;  Mr.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  I.  M.  C. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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vSpecial  For  Our  Readers  ! 

Professional  Card  Coltimn 

In  the  future  we  intend  to  have  a  professional  card  column,  for  which  we 
will  charge  a  very  low  rate.  Cards  will  only  be  accepted  for  at  least  a  six 
months’  run.  Cost  to  be  $3  semi-annually  and  $5  annually,  payable  in  advance 
for  space  of  one  inch.  The  rate  for  this  column  has  nothing  to  do  with  our 
usual  advertising  rates,  being  simply  a  special  inducement  for  our  regular  sub¬ 
scribers. 

Address  Special  Advertising  Bureau  : 

Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  an3'where.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


70th  CENTURY  WONDERS 

Illustrated  and  Descriptive  Catalogue 

Just  Published  The  finest  of  its  kind. 

The  Verv  Latest  Tricks  and  Novelties. 
The  Art  of  Alake  Up ;  How  to  Start  in 
Show  Business  to  be  succpsful.  Expert 
advice  sent  Free  on  receipt  of  10c.  to 
cover  postage. 

Address, 

OTTO  SUPPLY  CO  , 

Block  270  West  39th  St., 

NEW  YORK 


Grand  Opera  House 

Under  the  personal  management 
of  the  owner,  Mr.  Harry  Davis 

Pittsburg’s  ( Penna.)  only  Continuous 
Performance 

VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE. 

A  Place  of  Cheer  Throughout  the  Year. 

Always  a  Good  Show. 

Presenting  the  Highest  ClaSSActs  of  America 
and  Europe 


Kindly  meution  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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Hotel  Putnam 


(Opposite  Madison  Square  Garden) 

FOURTH  AVE,  AND  26th  STREET  NEW  YORK  CITY 


Look!  who’s  here, 

Jirnold  Tie  Biere 


WARREIN  KEAINE 


128  West  34th  Street,  N.  Y. 
PRESENTS 


OR 

THE  DIAL  OF  ETERNITY 

This  wonderful  dial  answers  correctly 

50,000  Historical,  Dates  and  Events, 
too, 000  Geographical  and  Statistical  facts,  &c. 


A  New  Hotel  with  all  modern 
improvements, 'Centrally  located. 
European  Plan. 

Rooms  $1.00  per  day. 

With  Bath  $1.50  per  day  and  upwards 

Cafe  and  Restaurant  Unsurpassed 
Reasonable  Prices 
Orchestra  Music 
Special  Rates  to  the  Profession 

SAMUEL  GLANTZ  N.  J.  WEISS 

Proprietor  Manager 


Who  never  wants  to  be  a  manager’s  pet  ? 

Has  money  to  burn,  umbrellas  to  keep  out  the  wet  ? 
Who  has  always  w^orked,  and  is  working  yet  ? 
ARNOLD  De  BIERR. 

Hurrah  for  little  Arnold,  (cries,  of  Hear!  hear!  hear  !) 


What  fat  fellow  tried  to  make  a  bluff  ? 

Who  said  De  Biere  would  quit  the  business  in  a  huff? 
But  now  who  is  crying  hold,  enough  ? 

Fat-headed  G - . 


Kindly  iiieutioii  Conju  re  rs’  MontTily  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisement; 
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TKeodore  Hardeen 


The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 


NOW  READY 


(Special  L>ist  of  E^ntirely  New  BooKs 
Conjuring  and  Kindred 
Subjects 

*  Also  List  No.  41  of  350  decided  bar¬ 
gains  in  Magical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp.  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

176  Ontario  St.,  CHICAGO,  II^L. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

48  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  ;  :  :  Miss  Pauline  Cook 


Magic  List,  Appendix,  Etc,  loc. 

Large  Iliust.  Book  Catalogue  in  Preparation. 

We  keep  ei'ery  Trick,  Magic  Book  or  Paper  for 
Sale.  Selbits  “  Magic  Bricks,  ”  Stage  Size,  $8.00 

W.D.  Leroy,  103  Court  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


New  Lessons  in  Sleight  of  Hand  Tricks 

Both  sexes  made  experts  by  mail 


JIDDRESS  : 

t4t2  BORIE  JtVEXUE 

^vjrLft  ,  Xorth  Philadelphia,  Pa 


J621  Broadway,  (Dept.  4,)  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


New  Catalogue  Lists  and  Bargain  Sheets  for  Stamp. 


AN  EXPOSE  OF  GRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 

Exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female.  , 

The  London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her¬ 
ald  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoling  this  book. 
“Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented.  ’  ’ 

Price  Twentyfive  cents. 

Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 

378  West  113th  Street  Xew  York. 


New  Lists  will  be  sent 

free 

Large  catalogue  listing  the  latest  and  best  trichs 
15  cents. 


BAILEY  (SL  TRIPP  CO., 

Cambridgeport,  Mass. 


Box  4'lO 


The  British  Barnum 


Dr.  Walford  Bodie 

The  Electric  Wizard! 

The  Famous  Bloodless  Surgeon  / 


The  Record  Breaker 

Playing  the  Leading  Halls  and  Theatres  in  Great  Britian 
to  overflow  houses 

Jlmerica  Shortly 

Head  Office : 

163  Blackfriars  Road, 

LONDON,  S.  E. 

London  Agent:  HR.  HARRY  DAY,  THE  PIONEER 
Cablegrams  ‘‘BODIEISiT”  London 


Hamley  Brothers. 


35,  New  Oxford  Street,  T.  W.  G.  London,  Eng. 

LIMITED  gpjj  (Qj|y  |)gpg|)  29,  LudgateHill,  E.  C. 


WE  BEG  TO  NOTIFY  OUB  NUSXEBOUS  CEIENTS  OF  OUB  BEMOVAE  FBOM  OEB  BATE  PBEM- 
ISES  231  HIGH  HOEBOBN,  W.  C.  TO  OUB  BBANCH  AT  35  NEW  OZFOBD  STBEET.  W.  C.,  WHICH 
NOW  BECOMES  OUB  HEAB  BEFOT  FOB  CONJUBIING  TBICKS  &C. 

FOB  THE  CONVENIENCE  OF  CITY  CUSTOMEBS  AND  THOSE  ABBIVING  IN  TOWN  AT  CITY 
STATIONS,  WE  HAVE  OPENED  NEW  PBEMISES  AT  29,  EUDGATE  HIEE,  E.  C.  AT  BOTH  BBAHCH- 
ES,  ABBANGEMENTS  HAVE  BEEN  ESFECIAEEY  MADE  TO  ENABEE  THE  BEST  &  FBOMFTEST 
ATTENTION  1  O  BE  GIVEN  TO  CAEEEBS  AND  AESO  TO  MAIE  OBDEBS. 


HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  TRAVELLING  THIMBLE 

An  Entirely  New  Method 


Just  one  of  the  many  brilliant  effects  is  as  follows:  The  performer  shows  an  ordinary  thimble  on 
his  finger.  He  removes  it  and  hands  it  to  be  examined.  One  of  the  audience  places  thimble  on  forefinger 
of  left  hand.  Thimble  is  invisibly  transferred  to  the  corresponding  finger  of  the  right  hand.  Showing  It 
plainly  performer  places  finger  against  the  left  palm  and  quite  slowly  closes  his  fingers  over  the  thimble 
and  finger.  The  latter  he  withdraws,  leaving  thimble  behind.  He  then  shows  his  right  hand^^back  and 
front  thoroughly,  but  upon  his  opening  his  left  hand  the  thimble  has  entirely  vanished. 

This  and  many  other  beautiful  effects  which  may  be  obtained  are,  if  nicely  shown,  apparently  miracles. 
We  can  moreover  positively  assert  that  two  thimbles  are  not  used. 

Price  5/-  post  free.  United  Kingdom  5/1. 

British  Empire  5  /4. 

Any  foreign  Country  5/10,  or  1  Dollar,  40  cents. 

HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  COIN  WAND 

This  wand  is  quite  new  and  is  made  on  hitherto  unused  principle  so  far  as  magic  is  concerned.  The 
effect  is  wonderful  in  the  extreme.  The  trick  is  worked  as  follows:  The  performer  borrows  3  coins  and 
throws  them  up  in  the  air  and  they  vanish.  He  now  takes  the  wand,  which  is  quite  a  thin  one  about  J 
feet  in  length,  made  of  brass  handsomely  nlckled.  This  is  first  of  all  given  for  examination,  he  then 
waves  it  about  in  the  air,  the  audience  sees  a  coin  adhering  to  the  top  of  the  wand.  This  coin  he  takes 
off  and  gives  it  to  audience  to  examine.  He  proceeds  again  in  this  way,  and  produces  another  coin  and 
then  another,  both  of  which  are  handed  immediately  to  the  audience.  The  marvellous  part  about  this  wand 
is  that  it  can  at  any  moment  be  handed  for  examination.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  value  of  the 
wand,  because  it  can  be  used  for  any  ordinary  purpose,  and  yet  this  astonishing  trick  can  be  performed 
at  any  time  by  its  aid.  The  price  is  no  indication  of  its  value  which  is  very  considerably  more,  but  as  we 
anticipate  selling  a  large  number  we  are  enabled  to  offer  them  at  this  price.  We  have  only  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  these  in  stock  at  present,  so  orders  should  be  sent  early  in  order  to  secure  one. 

Price  5/6,  post  free  5/11. 

Abroad  7/6,  or  1  Dollar,  80  cents. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers'  Monthly  Magazine  when  answering  advertisements 


CONTENTS 


History  of  Magic 


European  Notes 


Reading  and  Rubbish 


Handcuff  Secrets 


Number  9 


MAY  \5,  1907 


Entered  as  second-class  matter  September  12.  1906,  at  the  post  office  at  New  York.  N.  Y..  under  the  act 
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NOTICE 

Professional  flagicians 


I  have  just  completed  the  Illusion  “WRITING  ON  THE  WALL”,  which  is  conceded  to 
be  the  novelty  of  the  moment.  I  guarantee  this  illusion  to  be  equal  in  every  respect 
and  “THEN  SOME”  to  the  famous  “MENE  l  EKEL”  which  has  met  ith  such 
phenominal  success  in  this  country  and  abroad,  in  the  hands  of  HERR.  MAX 
BEROL  &  CO.  My  .apparatus  is  for  sale  to  the  profession  only,  and  all  inquiries 
about  same  must  be  made  on  your  professional  stationary  or  contain  a  rei  ent  program. 


For  FurtHer  Information  Address  : 


Frank  W.  Lindsley 


Winton  Place,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Telegraph  “LINDSLEY”  Winton  Place,  Cincinnati  O. 


Cable  Address  ;  “Avengment,  London.” 
Telephone  No.  1919  Gerrard 


Members  T.  V.  and  C.  A.  A. 


ANGER  &  BAUER 

AGENTS  FOR 

Englisb,  Einerican  anb  Continental  IDailet'^  Hrtlstes 


50  RUPERT  STREET,  W. 


English  and  Continental  Representatives  for 
Messrs.  A.  Bonamici  and  Frantc  E.  Fillis’s  Enterprises  in  South  Africa. 


LONDON,  ENG 


35,  New  Oxford  Street,  T.  W.  G.  London,  Eng. 

I  LIMITED  and  (City  Depot)  29,  Ludgate  Hill,  E.  C. 

VTS  BEG  TO  NOTIFY  OUR  ITUMBROUS  CIiIBNrS  OF  OUR  RBMOVAI.  FROM  OUR  IiATB  FREM- 
ZSBS  231  HIGH  HOI.EORN,  W.  C.  TO  OUR  BRANCH  AT  35  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  W.  C.,  WHICH 
HOW  BECOMES  OUR  HEAD  DEPOT  FOR  CONJURIING  TRICKS  &C. 

FOR  THE  CONVENIENCE  OP  CITY  CUSTOMERS  AND  THOSE  ARRIVING  IN  TOWN  AT  CITY 
STATIONS,  WE  HAVE  OPENED  NEW  PREMISES  AT  29,  IiUDGATE  HIDD,  E.  C.  AT  BOTH  BRANCH¬ 
ES,  ARRANGEMENTS  HAVE  BEEN  ESFECIABDY  MADE  TO  ENABBE  THE  BEST  &  PROMPTEST 
ATTENTION  TO  BE  GIVEN  TO  CAI.X.ERS  AND  ABSO  TO  MAID  ORDERS. 

HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  TRAVELLING  THIMBLE 

An  Entirely  New  Method  ; 

Just  one  of  the  many  brilliant  effects  is  as  follows;  The  perfbrmer  shows  an  ordinary  thimble  on  if 
his  finger.  He  removes  it  and  hands  it  to  be  examined.  One  of  the  audience  places  thimble  on  forefinger  J 
of  left  hand.  Thimble  is  invisibly  transferred  to  the  corresponding  finger  of  the  right  hand.  Showing  It  | 
plainly  performer  places  finger  against  the  left  palm  and  quite  slowly  closes  his  fingers  over  the  thimble  1 
and  finger.  The  latter  he  withdraws,  leaving  thimble  behind.  He  then  shows  his  right  hand  back  and  I 
front  thoroughly,  but  upon  his  opening  his  left  hand  the  thimble  has  entirely  vanished.  ji 

This  and  many  other  beautiful  effects  which  may  be  obtained  are,  if  nicely  shown,  apparently  miracles,  j 
We  can  moreover  positively  assert  that  two  thimbles  are  not  used.  | 

Price  5/-  post  free.  United  Kingdom  5/1.  i, 

British  Empire  5  /4. 

Any  foreign  Country  5/10,  or  1  Dollar,  40  cents.  *' 

HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  COIN  WAND 

This  wand  is  quite  new  and  is  made  on  hitherto  unused  principle  so  far  as  magic  is  concerned.  The 
effect  is  wonderful  in  the  extreme.  The  trick  is  worked  as  follows:  The  performer  borrows  3  coins  and 
throws  them  up  in  the  air  and  they  vanish.  He  now  takes  the  wand,  which  Is  quite  a  thin  one  about  J 
feet  In  length,  made  of  brass  handsomely  nickled.  This  is  first  of  all  given  for  examination,  he  then 
waves  it  about  in  the  air,  the  audience  sees  a  coin  adhering  to  the  top  of  the  wand.  This  coin  he  takes 
off  and  gives  It  to  audience  to  examine.  He  proceeds  again  in  this  way,  and  produces  another  coin  and  j 
then  another,  both  of  which  are  handed  immediately  to  the  audience.  The  marvellous  part  about  this  wand  i 
is  that  it  can  at  any  moment  be  handed  for  examination.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  value  of  the  : 
wand  because  it  can  be  used  for  any  ordinary  purpose,  and  yet  this  astonishing  trick  can  be  performed  j 
at  any  time  by  its  aid.  The  price  is  no  indication  of  its  value  which  is  very  considerably  more,  but  as  we  j 
anticipate  selling  a  large  number  we  are  enabled  to  offer  them  at  this  price.  We  have  only  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  these  in  stock  at  present,  so  orders  should  be  sent  early  in  order  to  secure  one.  J 

Price  5/6,  post  free  5/11.  J 

Abroad  7/6,  or  1  Dollar,  80  cents.  


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  when  answering  advertisements 
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Professional  Garrl  Golomn 


In  the  future  we  intend  to  have  a  professional  card 
column,  for  which  we  will  charge  a  very  low  rate.  Cards 
will  only  be  accepted  for  at  least  a  six  months’  run.  Cost 
to  be  $3  semi-annually  and  $5  annually,  payable  in  advance  for  space  of  one  inch.  The  rate  for  this  column 
has  nothing  to  do  with  our  usual  advertising  rates,  being  simply  a  special  inducement  for  our  regular  sub¬ 
scribers. 


CLINTON  BURGESS 

Champion  Stage  Card  M anipalator  of  Jimerica 

Open  for  engagements  for  clubs,  parties  and  parlor 
entertainments. 

163  St.  Nicholas  Ave.,  N.  Y.  City 

T.  ROV  BARNES 

That  Funny  Mysterious  Boy 

In  his  neat  Comedy  Creation  “I’ll  explain  it  again 
Booked  solid  and  always  leaves  them  laughing 

Per.  Address,  Conjurers’  Magazine  : 

278  West  113th  Street,  New  York. 

BERT  KILBY 

The  Mysterious  Entertainer 

Presenting  the  latest  of  the  newest  tricks 

New  Britain,  Conn. 

Prof.  NATHU  MANCHACHAND 

The  Great  Indian  Magician 

Care  Dr.  Bh.agwando 

Old  Hanuman  Lane, 
Kalbadevie  Road,  Bombay,  India 

HARVEY  EMMETT 

Clean,  Clever  Comedy  Conjurer 

Sonth  1122  Hatch  Street, 
Spokane,  Wash. 

CHAFALO 

The  Italian  necromancer  assisted  by  the  Italian 
beauty  Mile  Cr  pretto 

In  his  m3-sterious  novelty  ma.sricial  performance 

“  Tee=ta=talk.” 

Permanent  Address  :  Conjurers'  Magazine 

278  West  113th  St.,'  N.  Y.  City 

BERT  WIGGIN 

The  Honk=honk  Mystifier,  Jilso  Lightning  Crayon 
Sketch  Jfrtist. 

Permanent  Address,  Conjurers'  Magazine  : 

278  West  113th  Street,  New  York. 

W.  L.  HICKS 

ttope  Manipulator,  Handcuff  Expert  and  Packing 
Case  Evador 

Western  Representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine. 

Saratoga  Hotel,  Chicago,  Ill. 

Advertising  is  “PIE”  for  us! 

We  create,  write  and  place  advertisements 
for  the  man  who  has  anything  to  sell 
anj^bodj' — anywhere. 

We  write  and  plaee  the  right  ads., 
as  seientifieally  as  the  doetor 
who  diagnoses  and  doses.  We 
eure  your  business  troubles. 

Osgood  Publishing  Co. 

403=404  Corcoran  Bldg.,  Washington  D.  C. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurors’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisement# 
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UBKAS'iaSdONGKESsl 
Two  C<*C!Kb'  So'.Hivb'J 


IWW  VtfVita  »iWvw.,vv. 

MAV  20  laor^oNJURERS’ 
vC"""?  /T«  uTmONTH  LY 

■cukffl  *«■, "'’Magazine 

'  l*  J-o  Jl^  j 


COPY  B. 


PUBLISHED  BY 


The  Conjurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Go, 

278  WEST  113th  STREET 
New  Yokk  City 


Telephone  :  1514  Morningside 


Per  Year  ^1.00  Single  Copies,  10  Cents 


Advertising  rates  payable  in  advance,  made  known 
on  application  to  above  address. 


The  entire  contents  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Magazine  are  protected  by  copyright  and  must  not  tie 
tieproduced  either  wholly  or  in  part  without  per¬ 
mission. 


The  magazine  is  for  sale  by  all  reputable  dealers 
of  conjuring  apparatus.  A  limited  number  of  back 
Issues  can  be  secured  at  ten  cents  each,  by  ad¬ 
dressing  the  publication  office,  as  above. 


Foreign  representatives — London,  England,  Theo 
Hardeen,  care  Anger  &  Bauer,  50  Rupert  street,  W.; 
Moscow,  Russia,  T.  Bolin;  Vienna,  Austria,  Ottokar 
Fischer;  Teheran,,  Persia,  James  Leahmau. 


Contributions  on  all  topics  of  interest  to  magi¬ 
cians  are  welcomed.  When  payment  is  expected,  the 
price  must  be  marked  plainly  on  the  manuscript; 
otherwise  it  will  be  regarded  as  complimentary.  No 
^  manuscripts  returned  unless  accompanied  by  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope. 
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“Magic  is  dead  I” 

So,  it  is  reported,  Edw.  Bloom  an¬ 
nounced  a  few  years  ago.  This  was  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  death  of  Alexander 
Herrmann,  and  Bloom  had  been  man- 
aging  magicians,  including  Bancroft 
and  Dixey.  The  remark  may  have  been 
precipitated  by  the  public’s  reception  of 
Dixey  as  a  magician,  for  when  he  came 
on  the  stage  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  to  give 
his  imitations,  the  latter  were  received 
with  more  appreciation  than  his  efforts 
at  magic. 

Death  or  life  in  the  show  business  is 
proven  by  the  salaries  paid.  A  “dead” 
act  is  used  as  a  supper  chaser,  not  as  a 
headliner.  Compare  the  salaries  paid 
magicians  to-day  and  those  paid  twenty 
years  ago.  In  1883  D’Alvini,  the  great 


magician  and  juggler,  received  about 
$125  a  week  for  his  monthly  engage¬ 
ments. 

*  *  * 

The  first  man  to  obtain  an  enormous 
salary  for  presenting  magic,  was  the 
Chinaman,  Ching  Ling  Foo.  Mr.  E.  F, 
Albee,  who  arranged  his  tour  even¬ 
tually  managed  to  obtain  $1,000.00  a 
week  for  his  services,  and  now  there 
are  a  number  of  other  men  of  mystery 

receiving  this  salary. 

>!=  ❖  ❖ 

We  have  some  very  clever  conjurers 
who  do  not  draw  big  salaries,  but  this 
is  generally  due  to  poor  management. 
It  pays  to  be  a  clever  magician,  but  it 
pays  much  better  to  combine  with  tal¬ 
ent  good  business  management.  The 
clever  performer  eventually  secures 
recognition,  so  no  matter  what  you  do, 
do  it  to  the  best  of  your  ability  and  em¬ 
ploy  every  possible  means  to  improve 
yourself. 

:k  *  :.k 

Don't  be  afraid  to  show  your  ability 
to  people.  Years  ago  it  was  thought- 
amateurish  to  show  tricks  to  people  you 
met.  Tom  Downs,  the  original  “Koin* 
King,”  would  stand  on  the  street  cor¬ 
ners  and  show  the  newsboys  and  boot¬ 
blacks  of  Chicago  how  well  he  did  coin, 
tricks ;  and  this  was  the  very  thing  that 
obtained  for  him  his  big  name  while 
abroad.  The  only  reason  he  is  not  rec¬ 
ognized  as  the  great  performer  that  he- 
is,  is  because  he  continues  to  do  the 
same  thing  over  and  over  again,  instead, 
of  using  time  and  energy  to  embellish 
and  improve  his  performance  so  as  to 
attain  the  coveted  position, 

*  ❖  ^ 

Magicians,  make  the  most  of  your  op¬ 
portunities.  Don’t  lag.  Remember 
that  the  obscure  conjurer  of  today  may 
be  the  sensation  of  tomorrow. 
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HARRY  Hou 


T  Proper PlaceImThem 

IflSTOItY^ 


In  this  series  of  articles.  It  Is  my  intention  to 
■rorrect  many  errors  regarding  the  history  of  magic 
which  have  existed  In  the  public  mind  since  “The 
Life  of  Robert  Houdin”  was  issued.  In  such  endeavor, 
necessarily.  I  have  introduced  references  to  Houdin's 
contemporaries  and  to  magicians  who  preceded  him 
which  will  make  the  series,  when  finished,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  history  of  magic  from  16S0  to  the  present 
day.  In  order  to  prove  my  statements,  it  is  also  ne¬ 
cessary  to  wander  frequently  from  the  central  figure. 
Houdin.  but  though  some  instalments  may  not  pre¬ 
sent  the  name  of  Houdin.  the  facts  presented  will, 
in  the  course  of  the  history’s  development,  be  found 
to  have  direct  bearing  on  his  life  and  work.  In 
taking  issue  with  these  generally  accepted  as  au¬ 
thorities.  I  am  actuated  only  by  a  desire  to  set  be¬ 
fore  the  world  of  magic,  the  true  facts  as  ascertained 
by  me  during  years  of  earnest  investigation  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  to  do  justice  to  those  who  pre¬ 
ceded  Houdin  and  to  whom  he  owed  a  greater  debt 
than  he  set  forth  in  his  autobiography. 

Copyright,  190C.  By  Harry  Houdlni.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 


INSTALLMENT  NO.  9 
AUTOMATA. 

Co'Jitinned. 

The  Real  Inventors  of  Automata. 

Robert-Houdin’s  claim  to  the  honor 
of  having  invented  the  writing  and 
drawing  automaton  is  completely  de¬ 
stroyed  by  the  overwhelming  proof  of 
newspaper  articles,  cuts  and  programs 
used  bv  his  predecessors. 

These  indisputable  proofs  form  a  part 
of  my  private  collection  of  programs, 
rare  old  newspapers  and  lithographs, 
and  many  of  them  will  be  reproduced  in 
the  course  of  this  article. 


Accepting  these  programs  as  evidence 
for  a  master  mechanic  who  wrought 
well  and  thoroughly  before  Robert-Hou- 
din  was  born,  the  real  inventor  of  the 
writing  and  drawing  automaton  was 
Pierre  Jacquet  Droz,  who  in  addition  to 
winning  fame  as  a  builder  of  automata, 
was  noted  as  a  clock  and  watch  maker, 
and  one  of  the  inventors  of  the  watches 
which  show  the  passing  of  seconds,  min¬ 
utes,  months  and  years,  as  well  as  the 
changes  of  the  seasons. 

Pierre  Jacquet  Droz  was  born  July 
21,  1/21,  in  a  small  village  called  La- 
chaux-de-fends,  near  Xeufchatel,  Switz¬ 
erland.  Plis  father,  being  a  clock  maker, 
the  lad  naturally  was  taught  the  use  of 
jeweler’s  tools.  Bu':  the  elder  Droz  was 
ambitious  that  his  son  should  be  some¬ 
thing  better  than  a  mere  clockmaker,  so 
Pierre  Jacquet  was  sent  to  a  college  at 
Basle  to  stiuD  theolog3L  Here  the 
youth’s  natural  talent  for  mechanics 
overbalanced  his  interest  in  isms  and 
ologies,  and  he  spent  every  spare  mo¬ 
ment  inventing  articles.  During  this 
time  he  cons'rucLed  a  marvelous  clock 
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with  two  peculiar  hands  which^  in  pass¬ 
ing  each  other,  touched  the  dial  and  re¬ 
wound  the  clock.  Also,  he  invented  the 
watch  still  made  in  Geneva,  from  which 
a^  small  bird  springs  and  sings. 

Droz’s  fame  spread  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  received  from  the  King  of  Spain 
an  order  to  construct  a  clock  of  most 
complicated  pattern.  This  time-piece 
was  a  perpetual  calendar.  For  hands, 
he  utilized  artificial  sun-beams  shooting 
out  from  the  sun's  face  which  formed 
the  dial,  to  denote  the  hours,  days,  etc. 

With  the  money  received  from  the 
Spanish  monarch,  he  returned  to  Switz¬ 
erland  and  there  constructed  the  great¬ 
est  mechanical  figure  of  the  age,  the  fig¬ 
ure  which  Robert-Houdin  undoubtedly 
managed  to  secure  long  years  after 
Droz’s  death,  which  occurred  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1790. 

I  am  reproducing  Droz’s  advertise¬ 
ment,  taken  from  the  London  Post  of 
1776,  when  Droz  was  evidently  exhibit¬ 
ing  the  automata  in  London. 


T'.the  tireat  Koam,  No.  6, 

CVentCMitn,  to  l>e  feea  Tbi*  Da*.  ' 

feP.-CTACLE  MECH  ANIQ 

ft';ECHANl6AI»  IXHiMttOW.  Frora 

tws Exltibltton  w  ijsabd  hf  Art 

»»  draw*, 

and  bniibe*  ia  s  mafterly  Maancr  feverst  ©unous  De» 
fign»  }  »aoth«r  ptays  divm  Airs  oa  the  Harptlcbord. 
There  is  ©Ifo  «  Pa&oxal  S  :eae,  in  whit h  is  introdueeiii 
»  great  Nambet  of  Figures;  the  Trees  bio  flam  antf 
tear  Fruit,  the  Sheep  bleat,  the  Dog  barkt,  and  the 
Birds  fing  5  each  fo  dtftfnSly  iatiutiog  Nature  that 
they  exceed  <;'r*fv  Account  that  ©an  begiyea  of  tbecs, 
not  only  for  the  V^ariely  but  for  the  £isia«ef>  of  their  t 
^fferent  Opetatior.s.  Their  Mecbaiiifm  furpaiTcs  every  ,i 
Thing  ilm  ha©  ever  appeared,  iofoa«tch  that  it 

*^.2**^*L**'^*^*f'*^’^^  ‘  I’ 

The  Ticde  of  viewing  ft  will  from  Twelve  ft 
One,  from  One  to  Two,  from  Two  to  Three,  and  ii 
the  Evenin'  from  Seven  to  Eight, from  E'^bt  to  Nine  I 
and  from  Nine  to  Tea.  ^  1 

Mr,  JAQpET  DROE,  the  fa%«Btor„  wilt  attend  ' 
feD  Eleven  at  Nigfit,  ia  Oftisr  to  secom  'odate  thof? 
if^ie©  or  'Qeiitlf  .*.40  that  may  chpfs  to  fte  lui*  Exhi-  i 
after  the  Hour  of  Ten.  '  -  •  '  '  j 

0L’ \\  A^wtunce  five  Shlitag*. 

continued  every  Day,  Sooueys  and  Th»-fia^ 


Clippiiig  from  the  London  “Post,”  177G,  showing 
the  advertisement  of  Mr.  .Taquet  Droz,  the  inventor, 
e.xhibiting  his  various  automata;  note  the  mention 
of  the  writing  and  drawing  figures.  From  the  Harry 
K'oudini  collection. 


In  support  of  this  advertisement,  note 
what  the  same  paper  says  in  what  is 
probably  a  criticism  of  current  amuse¬ 
ments  ; 

“This  entertainment  consists  of  three 
capital  mechanical  figures  and  a  pastor¬ 
al  scene,  with  figures  of  an  inferior  size. 
The  figure  on  the  left  hand  side,  a  beau¬ 
tiful  boy  as  large  as  life,  writes  anything 
that  is  dictated  to  him,  in  a  very  fine 
hand.  The  second  on  the  right  hand,  of 
the  same  size,  draws  various  land¬ 
scapes,  etc.,  etc.,  which  he  finishes  in  a 
most  accurate  and  masterly  style.  The 
third  figure  is  a  beautiful  young  lady 
who  plays  several  elegant  airs  on  the 
harpsichord,  with  all  the  bass  accom¬ 
paniments;  her  head  gracefully  moving 
to  the  tune,  and  her  bosom  discovering 
a  delicate  respiration ;  during  her  per¬ 
formance,  the  pastoral  scene  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  discovers  a  variety  of  mechanical 
figures  admirably  grouped,  all  of  which 
seem  endued, .  as  it  were,  with  anim.al 
life,  to  the  admiration  of  the  spectator^. 
The  last  curiosity  is  a  Canary  bird  in 
a  cage,  that  hops  to  and  fro  upon  its 
perch,  and  then  whistles  two  or  three 
airs  in  the  most  natural  manner  imag¬ 
inable.  L^pon  the  whole,  the  united  col¬ 
lection  strikes  us  as  the  most  wonder¬ 
ful  exertion  of  art,  which  never  trod 
before  so  close  on  the  heels  of  nature. 
The  ingenious  artist  is  a  young  man,  a 
native  of  Switzerland.” 

Pierre  Jaccpiet  Droz  left  a  son,  Henry 
Louis  Jacqnet  Droz,  who  proved  a 
worthy  descendant  of  the  great  inven¬ 
tor.  As  the  Post  refers  to  the  exhibitor 
as  a  “young  man  from  Switzerland,”  it 
is  more  than  likely  that  the  son,  Henry 
Louis,  was  the  party  referred  to.  His 
father  at  this  date  was  fully  55  years 
of  age.  The  gifted  younger  .  Droz 
claimed  the  invention  of  the  harpsi¬ 
chord  player,  also  improvements  on  the 


28) 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


drawing-  figure.  In  a  German  encyclo¬ 
paedia  from  which  I  took  notes  at  the 
King’s  library,  IMuenchen,  it  is  stated 
that  when  \’aucanson,  celebrated  as  the 
inventor  of  the  automata,  "The  Flute 
Player,”  "The  ^Mechanical  Duck,”  "The 
Talking  IMachine,”  etc.,  saw  the  youth¬ 
ful  Droz’s  work,  he  cried  loudly : 
"Why,  that  boy  commences  where  I 
left  off !” 

After  many  vicissitudes,  young  Droz 
undertook  a  trip  to  Spain  with  an  Eng¬ 
lish  manager,  and  it  is  said  that  this 
manager  proved  the  undoing  of  the  in¬ 
ventor,  for  he  announced  the  automata 
as  being  of  supernatural  existence 
which  brought  them  under  the  ban  of 
the  Inquisition.  Droz  managed  even¬ 
tually  to  obtain  his  freedom,  and, 
breathing  free  air,  like  the  proverbial 
Arab,  he  silently  packed  his  tent  and 
fled,  leaving  the  automata  to  their  fate. 
Droz  died  in  Switzerland  in  1791. 

The  English  manager,  however,  tar¬ 
ried  in  Spain.  The  automata  were 
"tried,’’  but  as  they  proved  motionless, 
the  case  was  dropped.  The  English¬ 
man  apparently  returned  to  his  native 
land,  as  the  next  trace  I  find  of  the 
writing  master  is  in  an  advertisement 
clipped  from  the  London  Telegraph  of 
Jan.  2d,  1796.  This  I  reproduce  in  full, 
as  it  tells  beyond  question  the  history 
of  certain  automata  long  afterwards 
claimed  by  others  as  original  inven¬ 
tions. 

DE  PHILIPSTAHL’S  PHANTASMA¬ 
GORIA. 

The  writing  and  drawing  figure  does 
not  re-appear  on  amusement  programs 
until  1812,  when  it  was  featured  by  De 
Philipstahl,  the  inventor  of  "Phantas¬ 
magoria.”  The  nature  of  the  inven¬ 
tions  grouped  under  this  title  can.  best 
be  judged  from  the  reproduction  of  a  De 
Philipstahl  program,  dated  1803-4.  and 


reprcdcced  in  the  course  of  this  article. 
All  evidence  goes  to  prove  however, 
that  De  Philipstahl  did  net  control  the 
writing  and  drawing  fig-are  exclusively. 


■  f- 

T!)f  C-owrei  .  r  n 
the  Pyjite  *. 
E\caings.  - 


<-i  Dhv  Eihaluj/jfis  ivirtst  iUi  ma"  to 
,  niw  i;>e  in 


'jiTL  A>rD-r,on>Es. 

"No.- -VoridfK-.STPs  R'f,  Sr?"  'rn. 

Opens  et-irv  I'ljv  i;  i  i-*!  Tvcehv'e  oiX'nipk,  aini  tfie 
I’effyfrr.aiic)  Wx*;  ijt  Cne  :  .in  J  opens  picry  Kssiitpg 
a^  H^f  ar.it  tiepins  at  Light  pcerisely. 

THE.SE  adnih-ej  Pieces  of  Mectianism,' 

which  imitate  liiunan  aT’tions,  hut  appear-, 

to  {Josses#  rath.4  4  po’.ve.N,  consist  of  first';  -  -a 

THtJ  rt'KiTIXO  AUTOMATON;  ? 

A  /  gic  size  et  a  boy  of  four  years-ol^  \vhsrl14 

’"WiiLbe  br4«n-4^_;»  .a  .an;!  set  to  write  am  \v«r4,  1 

wortl.s,  oF  ri-quirei!,  in  a  round,  leaible  ' 

Second.  FUttf-rKitYf  " 

The  rA.-w  j-ufaCMansteit,  a  ii!  confnihs  tiw  foi-l 

^  ipsvHig  JFiynr'.-s  ;  iirst,  »!*  Forfer,  vviiieh  at^aej 

gate,  and  on  a a  ; dressed,  rijtgs  a  when  fiifr SL*.  r 
opens,  the  T  -  .'teres.  eo.".'C4  »i«,  and  ajiy  Lady  or 
.  tfemarun.-tv  Or  -fin-'whatevnir  Vrnir  they  and  thtjtf 

fig.irt  r.HfefcJ:  litrn;  and  bring  the  kind  rtspiis  ,i,  vTh'ltilf 
n'Aj  be  rente^:-,  sWd  t-ie  Ffttit  varied,  as  often  as  the! 
LXqnipartA^t;.e.s,-i4  wiU  r.  efive  Flgttters^  of  j 

”ih iii4rfSiS  pr;ii.5Cc  tbeh'. 

3s  catied  for.  As  the  Fruits  artf  -er#* 

be  given  in  cirargeto  a  Watch  Oog,  w;bk  h  sits  in  front  of 
the  House,  a«t!  on  any  person  taking  away  or  toitdiittg 
them  will  begin  to  bark,  and  continue  to  do  so  until  they 
are  rethmed.  The  next  Figure  belonging  to  this  Hfce  is' 
the  Little  Chimney-sweejter,  wldeh  tvif:  be  seen  comitij 
fr«>in  behind  the  House,  wili  enter  the  Door,  appettrat  Sie 
top  of  the  Chimney,  attd  giv^ihe  usual  cry  of  “  Sweex).!”- 
several  times,  descend  the  Cbiifiuey,  and  come  out  lyilh 
its  Bag  fall  of  Soot. — Third.  . 

Tlie  LlpUOR  MERCHANT  and  WATER  SERVER. 
Tliese  are  on  a  Piatfomi  of  about  two  feet  square,  which 
(as  tile  former  Pieces)  wUl-bt  qilaccd  011  a  Table.  -Tbe 
Liqiior  Merchant  stands  at  a  Sfiia.'!  Cask,  from  whicii  ii 
will  draw  every  kind  of  Spifit#,  Wine,  t<f-  requinxi.— 
The  W ater-server  stands  at  a  Puont,  and  .wiki  4Hl  a ' 
Tumbler  with  Water,  as  often  as  calied  for. — Foiuta, 

THE  HlGHLrVND  OU.U'LE,  t 

A  Figure  in  flie  Highland  Dress,  siatids  on  a  Time-piece, . 
3iuJ  gives  the  Hour  and  Mhinies  whenever'  atfred;  b,r  strike.* 
ing  its  Sword  on  a  Targe ;  it  gives  a  -raiiona'  Answer ' 
(hy  mofioii)  to  any  Question  proposed  ;iti  at>  uta(es  tinms 
in  Ariibmetic,  and  gives  ,Uie  A.nsjiMS'sf  instantly  of  aay 
KuniBhr  of  Pounds,  Yards,  Ac^at  any  given'  PnVe ;  beats 
Time  to  Mostc,  &c. 

The  Tabie  the  diflieretit  Pieres  with  "be  ^liared  cn,  con¬ 
tains  an  ORGAN,  on  which  the-Proprietor  introduces  a 
few  Notes;  also,  llse  .M.\CH1NE,- Or  '.Sell'p'iayin^ 
CRG.^N,  wid  play  occasionally  several  Pieces  of  Mostc, 
Airs,  Country  Dances,  &r. 

Mr.II.\DDOCK  fiatteis  himself  THE  ANDROIDES 
will  be  found  more  curious  than  ."my  trtinj ‘of'the  kiml 
ever  before  oifercd  to  the  Public,  asffhe :  PtincifSCs  of 
A<ii..li  arc  eiitiwly  new.  The  .Theatre  is  twalf.v!  fitted 
tip,,  and  every  thing  calculated  to  give  satisfaction  to  a 
polite  and  discerning  Audience. 

Baxes  43.~eGal.'ery  zs.  ' 

Admittance,  after  ihe.Two -First  Pa.-is,  Half  Price. 

AT'  I-JM?  Eshibition  lasts  r.epily  two  hours.-:  t  -  - 


Reproduction  of  a  clipping  from  the  “Lendou  Tcle- 
.graph."  Jan.  ITOti.  sb.wing  Mr.  Haddock’s  adver¬ 
tisement  and  the  very  first  feature  advertised  is 
the  “Writing  Automaton."  It  will  he  noted  that 
he  makes  use  of  the  word  Androides  in  presentin.g 
his  various  automata.  Clippiug  from  the  Ilany 
Houdiui  c.lleclion. 
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hut  that  it  was  the  joint  property  of 
himself  and  his  partner,  hlaillardets, 
who  must  have  obtained  the  figure  from 
Haddock.  One  of  their  joint  programs 
is  also  reproduced,  \\dierever  De  Phil- 


Clippiug  from  the  London  “Telegraph.”  March  12. 
1812.  showing  the  co-partnership  of  Philipstahl  and 
Maillardt's  Automatical  Theatre.  On  this  clipping 
win  he  notod  th*'  name  of  Mr.  Louis,  the  assistant 
engineer.  This  Mr.  Louis  eventually  obtained  pos¬ 
session  of  the  writing  figure,  as  will  he  seen  on 
the  reproduced  programme  of  his  entertainment  of 
1815.  Clipping  from  the  collection  of  Harry  Houdini. 

ipstahl  appears  as  an  independent  en¬ 
tertainer,  the  writing  and  drawing  fig¬ 
ure  is  missing  from  '  his  billing.  Later 
the  writing  and  drawing  automaton 
came  into  the  possession  of  a  Mr.  Louis 
who,  as  it  will  be  seen  from  the  billing, 
acted  as  assistant  engineer  to  De  Phil- 
ipstabl  and  Maillardet.  Louis  evi¬ 
dently  controlled  the  wonderful  little 
automaton  in  the  years  1814-15,  as  the 
programs  prove. 

The  last  De  Philipsthal  program  in 
my  possession  is  dated  Summer 
Theatre,  Hull,  September  15,  16,  17,  18 
and  19,  1828,  when  he  advertises  only 
“rope  dancers  and  mechanical  peacock,” 
and  features  “special  uniting  fire  and 
water”  and  “fire  work  experiments.”  He 
must  have  died  between  that  date  and 
April,  1829,  for  a  program  dated  at  the 
latter  time  announces  a  benefit  at  the 
Theatre  Wakefield,  for  the  widow  and 
children  of  De  Philipstahl  “the  late 
proprietor  of  the  royal  mechanical  and 
optical  museum.”  This  benefit  pro¬ 
gram  contains  no  allusion  to  the  writ¬ 
ing  and  drawing  figure,  which  goes  to 
prove  that  it  had  not  been  his  property, 


i: 


R.^TIONAL  es  rfi  RTAfSM  EH  rs  during  Lef.r.._PHI- 
URyi  AjL  jsnd  WAlLLARO-HT’s  AUTOMATS  CAL 
THIiATSE,  CatheMn^-^str.et,  Strand,  rvili  ojxsn  every 
lEvenjsg,  The  Ferfunuauces  consist  of  a  great  tiijiaj 
n  ous  pweesof  Meefsantsa!-  and  OpticaJ  Recrcatioiii,  which 
Ittve  been  sanctioned  with  the  higbtse  marks  of  a»pt>abs-; 
tionJ  Tdf  further  particufar*  .sea  haiid  bill,  wba!c' 

oader  the  direction  of  Afs.  LOUiS,:  .Assistant  Engineer,  w  ho  I 
vvill  iKciiis  ^utmost  esertioas  to  promote  the  wish  of  thej 
;f‘roprietjWs,  that  of  offering  Co  an  ealightenad  Pabitc  aj 
Coarseof  Eatertaintnents  of  a,sn|i€rior  nature.  | 

Bbits  3s.  Pit  2s,  Oailery  js. — DaQrs,oj>eu  at  7  o*clock,1 
.and  tiejria  wecisely  at  ts.  Places  for  the  Boxes  mar  oe  takeaJ 
attheTbetttra.  '  ^ 


or  it  would  have  been  handed  down  :o 
his  estate. 


Cfjeatre/ 

Mr.  Louis's 

ROYAL,  MECHANICAL,  and  OPTICAL 


n 


fyUl  conimue  open  Four  Mghls  longer  only,  with  the  JdditioH  oj  a  Ncm  Piece. 


Monday,  April  3,. 1815,  Wednesday,  Thunday  and  Fnday  following. 

—  *  '  '  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th. 

And,  in  order  to  make  bis  Exhibition  still  more  wortliy  of  the  Public  Patronape,  the. 
Propnetor  begs  leave  to  inform  them,  that,  io  Addition  to  tbe  ahole  Selecuon  already 
exuTbited  with  UNBOUNDED  APPLAUSE,  be  will  introduce,  crery  Eveaiug, 

A  SUPERB  MECHANICAL 


Peaeock 


AS  LARGE  AS  LIFE, 

In  its  Natural  Plumag^e! 

Which  imitates,  so  closely,  the  CRIES,  ACTIONS,  and  ATTITUDES  of  that  ttately  antk 
beautiful  Bird,  that  it  i»  not  uofreqaentlr  supposed  to  be  an  absolute  litiog  .Animal, 
properly  trained  to  act  a*  an  Amusios:  Deception, 

Ahhvugh  Bu  Defcriptinn  na  p(op«Hy  illustrate  Uicsc  Ww^sLtrvi.  Piscu  oe  Aar.  yet  tw  cuarey  to  t^c 
pablic  u>  idea  their  aiagitforicy,  and  of  tbe  luuiatie^  yowera  with  which  these  Tested,  the 

fellowie^  cxpUuatioR  is  Mbaitteil,  •tt«l  tltev  arc  exhibited  la  the  ColUwiuj  maaocri— 

TWO  ELLGANT  AUTOMATA, 

At  as  aatarc,  tie  one  repretetni^  a  FOLOS^£SS.  tie  etter  4  ImH*  BOi'. 

NutUia^  can  nrfUB  Uic  adiBirahlc  caastrcctxwi  of  thca  Ficces.  The  brjee  Fi^re  ••em«  alaoet  endowrA 
with  liufiimD  Fscultics.  ezhibitiog  the  osbuJ  feaU  »f  a  itopc-DaKar,  is  tbe  faibst  imtatioo  ot  fife.  Tbe  small 
Figvre  IS  inreatcJ  wiLh  e^aally  auoDisbiog  powers  of  actiua.  To  sscb  ladies  as  are  apectuiora  It  naat  be  a 
aerv  p)«aaiag  cirvomstanca  that  ihesc  rrmlcus  do  not  excsie  tLoae  disagreeable  scasaiuHu  svhieb  arisa  fren 
the  siyhl  of  figarFs  Iraogbi  srnb  hie.  pcrtonpie^  fesu  attended  with  a»  nach  danger. 

A  Superb  MUSICAL  LADY, 

Rcpreaeaiioe  tbe  btiLLE  SOXL.ANE.  who  pbra  with  ibc  greatest  prwcwoa  Siateeo  Asra,  every  aota 
praieeda  (fsvs  tbe  prneoreoribc  bogert  and  feet,  os  tbe  appmpnaia  keys,  ss  a  liviag  penoa.  mtb  thasotiona 
of  her  be  id.  eyes,  asd  cye-lids,  as  directed  to  the  keys. — Tbe  coatpoct  aad  well  proportMwed  foraa,  vveaable 
couateaaiH.<,  aad  caay  anaflccied  air  »f  ibia  Feaaie  Figwre.  hare  been  preaiJy  admired,  and  eocMiaerad  by 
the  very  best  judges  as  a  happy  eombioailoo  of  the  tOs  of  Besiga  atxl  Maebaawm,  wbicA  producas  at  tha 
same  time  the  app^raocc  of  raspiraiioo. 

THE  MECHANICAL 

DR.tWING  AXD  WRITING  MASTER, 

A  JUVEJflLE  AfiTIST.  Tbe  figure  of  a  Boy,  srba,  with  every  actioe  of  real  life  w»H  rzereta  ia  presence 
oftbe  campaasr.  sptciDcni  of  Drawing  aed  Wiiung.  sepenor  to  the  best  specimeas  uf  ibe  first  mattrrs  '  if 
Qku  figure  were  deititute  of  motioo  it  waald  be  pictaresqoe.  bat  whe*.  with  tbe  case  and  elegaace  ot  a  well 
•ducatad  yoats,  it  aoiies  the  power  of  ptodisctog  aach  perfect  iaiiatioot  of  oausr^  as  sloart  to  sanciioit  tbe 
Creek  Mvtbolog)  ,  wbea  spcaiiag  of  figures  formed  ooc  of  Mrdid  day.  wbteh,  toothed  bv  Promcihenv, 
sUrted  into  life ;  aod,  cxmoidtaary  as  (abk  appears.  U  is  e^oalled.  ti  aot  serpaowd.  by  tbe  wooderfal 

°  "‘'“'“'  jJV  OLD  XECROMA\CER, 

Which  ntaK  ^rly  be  deDaminatcd  the  British  Eoefiaoter,  for  fevr  of  the  fabled  rales  cnoceramg  the  arts 
of  ibcsc  sronder  >>arkiQg  sages,  la  their  native  graves  of  Droidical  aafc.  where  *nagir  spells  uapeod  from 
every  beagh.  coaid  go  beyond  the  aaioaishiQg  tealibes  of  thw  sctf-acuag  .Aeiooas'oo.  wbn  resolves  the  q»es- 
I'otn  tba:  xre  proycaed  tu  bm.  wnh  the  sagaciam  preciaow  of  a«  Oracle,  wiiboot  tnj  aid  from  thiae 
diabolacal  «p<nu  who  were  bwiicvcd  la  aaa-.st  tbe  aaocat  soothsaver*.  for  tb>*  sapieoi  hire’s  Dccu: 
in  a  skilful  comblaatioa  of  the  meebasical  powers. 


.utoosongioeie 


Clje  iiKttv  i^paraart : 

,  whaee  movesen'^'Sre  regokted  by  oasic,  to  which 


This  aeiBhled  Dancer,  whaee  movesen'^'Sre  regoisted  by  mesic.  to  which  he  ifeepa 
and  ac.>eobSc  exactscaa.  The  astoaishiag  agil;t«  ^  ihu  Aetomatoo.  whose  joiRta.  &c. 
aaataaical  pircisioa,  w  cM&maaicatod  by  complex  fBachiaery  which  gives  is  the  app'vs'ic'  nf  makiog  bn 
(ancaa  streagtb.  abd  lacoaceivabk  aciiriiy. 'sTbe  mechabism  of  this  figure,  whico  is  saea.  wiil  gite 
specrvWn  a  cetrect  ides  of  the  Bcchaaixa  of  |hr  atbers. 


wiib  critical 
formed  with 


A  BIRD  OF  PARADISE, 

^  >  Which  .arts  frnrfci  Sop^b  GoW  Box.  ^rhhp  the  Bmec  melodwti** 
the  box.  The  efleweof  this’ptace  of  Meebauam  r 
for  delicacy  of  Worksaaship.  raads  aanvaUed. 


Bw«c  melodwtiamat^  aW  retorai  to  iw  e^Brsabbea’.  ie 
I  hasaid,  wttboof  e^^gd^on,  to  be  eacbaortng  ,  aad 


To  tAiti  tsifl  fie  aifdsrf  aeveraf  fVijiiiuf.’  ,  esd 

ifiewff  of 


TV  Frafvimee 


imee  ciU  ijXTodaee  eoo^  «  cmxofr  qf  /Df  dtT'TRSPi 

PROSPECTS  of  the  ELYSIaN  FIELDS, 


which  diftrreci  £ElAL 


And  ether  VTE*r»3.  The  e5cct  ptodoeed,  as  if  Ugbtoacd  br  the 
SPIRITS  aad  5H.kB£$  of  greu  mea  wOf  emerge  aad  appmr.  beiag  a  mamer-pixcc  «f  the  Scieacc  of  OPTICS. 
aeffsTtofii  -  *  •  >•  ... 


d  of  ihv  ^ 


■r  iautatora  hare  bets  cmabfe  ^  prodace  the  fezBMei  teymbtaace.  Ac. 


Th.e  whote  to  flush  wtth  t  mrim  of  brvlSaxt  Mccbaaiml  aad  Opciedi 

Fire”  Works, 

Dt^sy^  to  nceaahics  fia  (fit  eeatee  ^«a  ^rfiev.  ^ 

Mr,  L.  the  Ecgineer,  is  a  Native  of  Switzerland. 

Boots  trlu  apex  ct  Ka!f-*ics  Svx,  aod  the  PcrfiKaaacc  to  begm  at  Half  paei  Sevan,  preemaiy. 

Boxst,  Se.— PS,  Si.^-Ccllery,  It.—JVo  Half  Price. 

*  Tichea  lb  bo  igti.  uj  Titswi  sot  tas  Joaer  to  U  a'aa  at  S  ValkrH  PnaUBg-Oftaa.  ia  Wasd-Ssm- 


£je>Dd  We2er, 


Programme  from  the  collection  of-  Harry.  Houdini, 
used  by  Mr.  Louis,  dated  Monday,  April  3,  1815. 

On  this"  it  -vrlll  be  seen  that  tbe  mechanical  drawing 
and  writing  master  is  advertised  as  a  juvenile  ar¬ 
tist.  Tbe  figure  is  that  of  a  boy.  Houdin's  auto¬ 
maton  was  this  self  same  boy.  On  same  programme 
is  given  a  full  description  of  a  bird  of  paradise,  which 
Robert  Houdin  in  his  book  informs  you  in  a 
self-satisfied  style,  caused  him  to  sleep  all  night 
in  the  woods  so  that  he  could  get  the  real  sound  of 
the  birds  for  his  invention,  which  was  at  that  time 
the  singing  bird.  This  was  not  Houdin’s  Invention, 
as  the  singing  bird  can  be  traced  back  in  many  pro¬ 
grammes  to  a  time  long  before  Houdin  was  born. 
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During  this  interim,  that  is  between 
1821  and  1828,  the  famous  little  figure 
seems  to  have  been  in  the  possession  of 
one  Schmidt,  who  according  to  the  pro¬ 
grams  in  my  collection,  exhibited  it 
regularly.  Evidently  he  theii  let  it  pass 
into  the  hands  of  strangers,  for  there  is 


no  reference  to  it  in  his  later  programs, 
which  though  undated  appear  from 
contemporary  amusement  events  to 
have  been  used  about  1832. 

In  May,  1826,  an  automaton  was  ex¬ 
hibited  at  161  Strand  street,  a  bill  re¬ 
garding  which  is  reproduced.  This 


Under  the  SanSiion  of  His  Majejly*s  Royal  Letters  Patent. 

PHAN  T  A  S  M  A  G  O  R  I  A, 

THIS  and  every  EVENING  till  further  Notice, 

AT  THE 

LYCEUM,  STRAND. 

- -  iij.  i  - - 

As  the  Advertifement  of  various  Exhibitions  under  the  above  Title,  may  pofiibiy  mifiead  the  unfufpc(5ting  Part  of 
the  Public  (and  particularly  Strangers  'from  the  Country)  in  their  Opinion  of  the  Original  Phantasmagoria, 
M.  DE  PHILIPSTHAL,  the  Inventor,  begs  Leave  to  ftate  that  they  have  no  Connexion  whatever  with  his 
Performances.  The  utmcjl  Efforts  oi  Imitators  have  not  been  able  to  produce  the  Effeft  intended;  and  he  is  too 
grateful  for  the  liberal  Encouragement  he  has  received  in  the  Metropolis,  not  to  caution  the  Public  againft  thofe 
ffurious  Copies,  which,  failing  of  the  Perfedlion  they  alTume,  cao  only  difguft  and  difappoint  the  Spectators. 

M.  DE  PHILIPSTHAL 

Will  have  the  Honour  to  EXHIBIT  (as  ufOal)  his 

Optical  lllujions  and  Mechanical  Pieces  ofydrt. 

At  ihe  LYCEUM,  and  at  no  other  Place  of  Exhibition  in  London. 

SELECT  PARTIES  may  be  accommodated  with  a  MORNING  REPRESENTATION  at  any  appointed  Hour,  on  fending  timely  Notice. 

To  jirevent  MiRakes,  the  Public  are  rS'jafted  to  Notice,  that  the  PHANTASMAGORIA  is  on  the  Left-hand,  on  the  Ground  Floor,  and  the 

^OYPTiAMA  oi\  Right-hand,  up  Stalrg> 


JTie  OPTICAL  PART  of  the  EXHIBITION 

W3lTntr*i<ici-the  Phantoms  or  Ajparitions  of  the  DEAD  or  ABSENT,  in  a  way  more  compeately  illufive  than  has  ever  been  offered 
to  the  Eyo  4h.a  public  Theatre,  as  the  Objefls  freely  originate  in  the  Air,  and  unfold  themfelves  under  various  Forms  and  Sizes,  fuch  as 
•ItflaginationNw^s  hitherto  painted  ^em,  occafionally  alTuming  the  Figure  and  moil  perfeft  Refemblance  of  the  Heroes  and  other  dillin- 
ghilhed  Chara^Kis  of  pail  and  prefent  Times. 

-  This  ®ECTROLOGy,  which  profafies  to  expofe  the  Praflices  of  artful  Importers  and  pretended  Exorcifts,  and  to  open  the  Eyes  of  thofe 
who  ftilhfofter'>n  aiifurd  Belief  in  CJ hosts  or  Disembodied  Spirits,  will,  it  is  prefuined,  afford  alfo  to  the  Speflator  go  interefting  and 
pleafing  Etttert«nme’nt ;  and  in  order  to  render  thefe  Apparations  more  interefting,  fixy  will  be  introduced  during  the  Progreft  of  a  tremandoua 
Thunder  StOrnti  accompanied  with  vivid  Lightning,  Hail,  Wind,  &c. 

The  MECHANICAL  PIECES  of  ART 

Include  the  following  principal  OkjcOi,  a  acre  detailed  Account  of  whifh  will  be  given  during  their  Exhibition  l  w/a. 

Two  elegant  ROPE  DANCERS,  the  one,  reprefenting  a  Spaniard  nearly  Six  feet  high,  will  dilplay  feveral  Vionilhiiig  Feats  on  the  Rope, 
mark  the  Time  of  the  Mufic  with  a  fmall  Whiftle,  fmoke  his  Pipe,  &c, — The  other/  called  Pajaxza,  being  the  Figure  of  a  young  ^irightly  Boy. 
will  furpafs  the  former  in  Skill  af  d  Agility. 

The  Ingenious  self-defending  chest— The  fupenor  Excellence  sad  Utility  of  this  Piece  of  Mechanifm  is,  that  the  Proprietor 
has  alsvays  a  Safe-guard  againft  Depredators ;  for  the  concealed  Battery  of  Fear  Fieeet  ef  AililUrj  only  appears  and  difeharges  itfelf  when  a 
Stranger  tries  to  force  open  the  Chert. — This  has  been  acknowledged  by  feveral  ProIeHionaJ  Men  tp  be  a  Mafler-piect  of  Mecbanifin,  and  may  svith 
equal  Advantage  be  applied  to  the  FrotefUon  of  Property  ia  Cpunting-houfes,  Port  Chaifes,  &c. 

'The  MECHANICAL  PEACOCK,  which  fo  exafUy  imitates  the  Aflions  of  that  ftately  Bird,  that  it  has  frequently  been^ thought  Alive.  It 
eats,  drinks,  &c.  at  command,  unfold  its  Tail  in  a  briiJiaot  Circle,  and  in  every  refpedl  mmi  endowed  with  an  intuitive  Power  Sf  attending  to 
the  Thoughts  of  the  Company, 

The  BEAUTIFUL  COSSACK,  enclofed  in  a  fmall  Box,  opens  it  when  ord^d,  and  pjefents  herfelf  to  the  Spedators  In  a  black  Habit; 
which,  as  ibon  as  defired,  Ihe  changes  with  aftonilhing  Quiclraefs  into  a  moll  ^legant  Gala  Drefs,  compliments  the  Company,  and  dancfs 
after  the  Manner  of  the  ColTacks ;  Ihe  will  alfo  refolve  different  QuelHons.  tie,  fid. 

The  SELF-tMP&LLED  WINDMILL,  which  is  put  in  Motion,  or  Bands  IBS' by  the  moft  momentary  Signal  team  the  SpeSators,  and  in  a 
Manner  which  apparently  does  away  the  Idea  of  all  Mechanical  Agency. 

The  whole  to  conclude  with  a  fuperb  OPTICAL  and  MECHANICAL  FIRE-WORK,  replete  with  a  Variety  of  brilliant  and  fanciful 
Changes. 

•4*  Doors  to  he  opened  at  SEVEN  o'Clock,  the  Commencement  at  EIQHT. 

BOXES,  4s. — PIT,  2s. 

YOUNG,  Prmier,  Bn- a'*  S'mi,  Covmt  Garden. 


A  Philipstahl  handbill  us^d  by  him  in  1803.  This  was  before  he  had  the  drawinur  and  writing  master 

in  his  programme.  From  the  collection  of  Harry  Houdini. 
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mechanical  figure,  however,  should  not 
be  confounded  with  the  original  and 
genuine  writing  and  drawing  figure. 
It  seems  to  have  lacked  legitimacy  and 


ADMISSIO]\  REDUCED,  " 

Boxes,  2s. — Pit,  li. — Gallery,  &d. 

MOnrfIKO  EXHIBlXtOK  OKE  SBlLLItfO  EjtOB. 
By  Permission  of  the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor. 

Th«  Nobility,  GeoCrji,  aoti  lohabilanU  of  Hull  and  its  Vicioitj  are  moat  rpspectfuilf 
informed  that  tbe  Graod 

MECHANICAI.  AND 


Masical  Theatre* 

(fROM  THE  (.OTHIC  HaLL,  HAYMaRKET.  LONDON,) 

IS  NOW  OPEN  EVERY  DAY  AND  EVENING, 

AND  WILL  CONTINUE  80  FOB  A  SHOHT  TIME  O.NLT, 

AT  THE  APOLLO  SALOON, 

I^tn  ly  (reeled  by  ft/r.  KtrUnood,  at  the  r^rner  of  Wellinyton-Sireet, 
QUJBKN'STREET,  RUl*!*. 

THE  AUTO.MA  fA  CO.MPRtSE  THE  FOLLOWING  SUBJECTS: 

The  Juvenile  Jlrtist! 


WVo*«  uloa'tSinj  PerfortBsaoet  ia  DRAWfNO  and  WRITING  (iUera*|aiy  )  io  tb«  prcteaccof  Ibe  Cogipiay.defj  *11  (tlaaali 
•a  nr«<i^ip.  10  rsitri  lo  tbcif  br«ovy  sod  rvrrtrtocs*  *f  desifa  sod  eiecutionl  (Tbn  cxquiiiU  ud  ceaplioUad  piac*  of 
HachuiiB  OSS  Uio  l*hou>  «f  S<x  Y«*r»  ) 

THE  MUSICAL  LADT, 

Who  poWorro  opoo  s»  Boqr'  ORGAN,  t  ririety  of  plmiaif  Air*.  The  fteiasliot  ••eelsc**  of  ber  Coonteasoeo,  and 

t*r*lj  motieo  of  tbr.  £,**.  e4<«r  fti)  iq  seeuno;  AdB'fsr*'  She  bas»  gr,cafu<l|  la  tbe  Audieaea,  ber  b«,oa>  b«*r*»,  u  if 
•«ur«l';  uBu«eo*d  hy  <1*  loop  ,  aad^ertry  tou  ie  praduetd  b;  tbe  bnirtsul  loueb  of  bar  Eager*,  with  Ibe  exoaplioa  of  dtts  aM 
abarpa,  *6.ob  are  pUjed  by  lb*  fael' 

Wbow  rarprmef  Perferffuaeuvjrpa.i.  la  stilly.  •Uitudae.  *ad  peoluticne.  t’t'j  Prefeieor  of  tba  Art'  kaeplaj 
eurreal  liip*  lo  Iba  Muti<  oftba  Msobiaery. 


THE  MAGICIAN, 

Wboi*  leioiilkMe  ii«rfar»*Bi«i  efford  lb*  arcateil  letoratl  tod  drt'|ht.  bj  the  ,*f»iioi.*  taieere  be  retarai  lo  aeerj  euealiaa 
proposed  lo  b'Bl  Tbs  cooelroctma  of  ibi*  acoderful  tCr^aclieg  figo’c  bitbitberlo  puzi;ed  lU  ibe  £>>1-1*10  Maebtoio  la  Coroya. 
TRB 

WALKING  FIGURE, 

WkUb  SM'iop  «Dlir*Iy  bj  lU  (•o**'*.  eielts*  lb*  fratlnl  earpri,*.  It  bs'in;  erer  been  beld  lo  be  *  Ibioj  utterly  mpoaalbK 
toy  »orl  of  Sl*,b.Dif7,  lo  prodoj*  s  *a'f.®e»'o|  Ig.r*  «»p,b'e  of  »»ppon>og  il«  o»o  equilibnnoi. 


^  .yiAGiVlF/CEJy'T  CLASSIC  CASE! 

WADE  FOR  THE  EMPEROR  N.POLEON- 


X,  ctasaja,  Bciiiaiu  aBJis-ssiiTj 

TWO  SIBERIAN  MICE.— an  EGYPTIAN  LIZARD. 


Elhiopian  Caterpillar.  ,4f  Tarantula  .Spider. 

A  BEAUTIFUL  HUMMING  BIRDl 

,  tod  oiber  pre.-.oat  Stona*,  tad  :•  tba 


laiart*  »m  eootpo* 


I  of  F.ar  Oa'd.  r-ebly  anrbotard,  >et  wnh  re*'  Pe*>l,.  Di«c 
ropractoa**  >f  I0*>p  mvseasaU  •fin  deet.n  lb* 

TL  Tx,. 


I  >ar./n  »y  fGPrr/ae^aee./Kerral  (Hrritrr.,  e.  a 

SELF  =  ACTING  PIANU  FORTE. 

THE  STAGE  PERFOR.MANCE  WILb  COM.MENCE  WITH 

RAMO  SAMMEE, 

Tiafena  t>r  aompthe  Ibe  Use  b?  *e/  pr'tOB«  *<U-b,-he  *>ll  tisa  drr.pber  anliagr-be  «>» 
ibirb  b*A  beco  dnaa  froa  tha  pack. 

The  Enchanted  Dutch  Cojfee-House, 

4o  eltfaellitUa  Br.Miog,  aa  Iba  Trt'ellartnegtGj  tie  bell  Ua  door  eprot— the  H,-ic*t  siloed*  sod  pror.de*  biB  wilb  ••; 
liquor  be  bis;  «sU  tor 

THE  CABINET  OF  SAFETY, 

I»  Pfelib  p-apKty  of  aoy  Xpsenpt  ea^esa  bs  pl»osd  o»  tb*^r*«,oa  of  tbr  ao«pst|.  tbe  eonleoU  a.H  loprrtepliblj  ob*e{e 

■E  ©  e  if®  A  ©  R  ©  a  a"£  e , 

0»  Csrda  b*l.>j  IrwaB-Ao®  Us  psoi  kad  rt'jrssd  Ibrrtto,  i>  y  araplsoad  ifin.tr  Ibe  Hirp.  siid'aill  tnsrd.italy  tppeor 

'The  Bottle  of  Sobriety  and  Inebriety, 

PratUg  U«  lei/bllty  of  s  of  Daesalert,  *bao  rs/iuui  L>-,u>r>  <sb  be  proclaccd  by  ooo. 

TBE  hiAOtOAL  TEA  CADDY8, 

Aoy  Udy  or  Oeotieeao  btelag  s  dr*.  -  lo  Isb*  •  el  *e;  Art.'le,  lock*  .1  op  m  uee  CsdJf.  y-t  oo  opea.og  the  o'.het  it  I*  to<n4 
Uere.  titbimp*  Uio.Csdd/  i>  le  the  b,od  *f  eoy  etbrr  per>Ou. 

AN  EXTRAORDINARY  GLASS  PILLAR, 

■WVsJi  «nll  perfar®  ippuipei  t«><e  ten. 

EXPERIMENTS  IN  ELECTRICITY. 


The  EngtUh  Artillerist,  who  mil  ducharye  a  Cwinon  rvithout  (he  use  of  Gunpowder  t 

An  entetlaining  Experiment  with  Two  Electrical  V'ases; 

rbd  ntoortKiag  power  -  I  Elearieiiy  u*er  the  Vej^rtosle  kmgdotD,  proiiociog  a  Crop  of  frolloJ  ta  oaewioate,  before 
(ha  eye*  of  tbe  Spectetora. 

THE  VNFORTVNATE  MJtGxdZIJVE, 

Iwadiets'y  eo  being  pUeed  in  «»fbt  of  Us  sad-esue  Tbeedrr  Cload  mil  deicead  sod  IsLe  lU  sUtioa  dire^y  shore  it; 
^asry  fl*sbc*  of  Laghisiag  sre  obseoed  slrtkiee  eo«B  'pOB  it.  but  Ibe  burldisg  beiog  proiided  wiU  a  coadactor  Ibey  pros* 
ia«8rrt.i») ,  allar  •  short  t.se  U*  voadoelar  I*  ie®orai,  v  LrebtOiOg  beuaoio*  more  tir.d,  one*  oor*  (trika-U*  bojdieg,  it 
btaaaisi  igniiloJ.  soo  w  coBMiard  *a  tigbl  of  tba  aadxeaw*. 

Doors  open  at  Hatf-paet  Seven,  performance  to  commence  precitely  at  Eight  o'CTeck. 

N.  B.  Thy  Pmae*  »f  A/rel«s<>si  or*  ope%  fm  tmtfec  aa  deary  Monsiag  }r<m  One  »  Ciaek  tilt  Fattr,  dartug 
■piiei  ime  ii«  Perfor»e%eti  t't  repealed. 

PBBPSTVAb  TlOSaT*.  WAV  «  •  «.  •  A  P  a  «  A  •  t,  ■  ,  iO*.  BASK. 

Jlr  fICDT,  Ua  ArUslof  Ua  Ma«*«»,  rapair*  lb*  ami  rospl-ealad  pleoea  of  MacbsoisA,  also  rtpesUag  sod  mOfiAl  Wstcbw, 
Boao*.  Seal*.  Biap.  Ac. 

rwHkod  nrfwtav,  rmrurm,  AOwaarA,  rou. 


Programme  of  Mr.  Schmidt,  in  1827.  This  is  the 
ne.xt  trace  -found  of  the  juvenile  artist.  Several 
programmes  of  Mr.  Schmidt  of  earlier  date  are  in  the 
K'arry  Houdini  collection,  but  they  do  not  show 
the  juvenile  artist.  This  programme  was  marked 
1827,  which  certainly  is  the  correct  date,  as  one 
bill  in  the  Harry  Houdini  collection  bears  that  date 
while  playing  in  Hull,  England. 

Mr.  Schmidt’s  name  appears  only  once  on  this  pro¬ 
gramme;  at  the  extreme  left  hand  corner  at  the 
bottom. 


from  what  I  can  learn  from  newspaper 
clippings  was  worked  like  “Zoe”  with 
a  concealed  confederate,  or  like  the  fa¬ 
mous  “Psycho”  featured  by  Maskel- 
yne,  it  was  worked  by  compressed  air. 
This  bill  is  interesting  solely  because  1 
believe  that  this  fake  automaton  exhibi¬ 
ted  at  i6i  Strand  was  the  first  figure 
of  the  sort  foisted  on  the  public  after 
the  ehess  player,  which  is  described 
in  Halle’s  work  on  magic. 

In  1901  while  in  Germany,  I  saw  a 
number  of  these  automaton  artists,  all 
frauds.  The  figure  sat  in  a  small  chair 
before  an  easel,  ready  to  draw  portraits 
in  short  order.  The  figure  was  showm 
to  the  audience,  then  replaced  on  the 
chair,  whereupon  a  man  under  the  plat¬ 
form  would  thrust  his  arms  through  the 
figure  and  draw  all  that  was  required  of 
the  automaton.  The  fake  was  short¬ 
lived,  even  at  the  yearly  fairs  and  now 
has  sunk  too  low  for  them,  although 
sometimes  you  do  see  a  really  good 
show  at  these  fairs  for  ten  pfennings 
(two  cents). 

From  the  last  program  mentioned  I 
have  traced  the  genuine  automaton  up 
to  1842,  wTen  it  must  have  gone  to  St. 
Petersburg,  Russia,  thence  to  Paris. 
Here  in  1843,  it  was  probably  seen  and 
purchased  by  Robert-Houdin.  Very 
likely  he  did  repair  it  and  put  it  in  thor¬ 
oughly  good  order,  possibly  adding  a 
few  drawdngs,  but  I  am  firm  in  my  be¬ 
lief  that  he  did  not  invent  the  drawing 
and  waiting  master  so  long  credited  to 
his  skill. 

As  he  sold  the  automaton  to  the  late 
P.  T.  Barnum,  it  may  have  been  burned 
w’heii  the  latter’s  American  Museum 
w^as  destroyed  by  fire.  Perhaps,  how¬ 
ever,  it  may  still  exist,  lying  dust-cov¬ 
ered  and  worm-eaten  in  some  dim  cel¬ 
lar,  sad  finish  for  so  wondrous  an  in¬ 
vention.  Carl  Willman  of  Hamburg 
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claims  that  it  may-  be  in  the  possession 
of  a  mechanic  in  Dresden,  Germany,  and 
during  my  next  toiir  of  Germany,  1 
shall  make  every  effort  to  locate  it. 

Criump))  of  ;fltecl)ani0m. 

NEW  EXtllBrriON 

JN  THE  tVESTERN  EXCHANGE. 

^  UTOJUA  TON 
ARTIST. 

THEiT.NTBANI  ES  TO  THE  EXHIBITION 
ABF.  IN 

Old  Bond  Street  4*  Burlington  Arcade  ; 

Open  from  'I’en  o’Clock  till  Dusk. 

Admittance  to  see  the  Performance,  1  Shilling. 

Profile  Likenesses,  Is.  6rf.  in  addition. 

The  Proprteiors  conceive  that  an  Automatical  Figure,  accurately  rfect- 
AOg  that  winch  hds  hitherto  lequiied  a  powerful  menlil  exertion,  and  a 
correct  eye.  needs  no  further  iniioduclion  of  its  extraordinary  quality,  than 
an  iuumauon  of  the  fact,  that  it  la  _ 

THE  ONLY  AUTOMATON 

IN  THE  WORLD 

THA  T  TAKES  LIKENESSES. 

Without  further  comment,  the  Propriefora  merely  add  the  information,  that 
thi«  Figure  cxe.  utes  a  Prohle  Likeness,  lu  one  minute,  from  anv  person  who 
chooses  lo  Ml.  The  Automaton  uill,  if  required,  lake  the  Prohles  of  Butts 
of  Public  Characters,  which  are  placed  in  the  Kooni,  aud  which  will  enable 
persona,  who  may  doubt  the  possibility  of  apy  mechanical  contrivance  taking 
an  accurate  likeneas,  lo  compare  them  with  (be  originals. 

Innca,  Printer,  6l,  Walb-st.  Oaford-st. 

Handbill  used  on  the  exhibition  of  this  automaton. 
This  was  a  fake  automaton,  and  was  also  exhibited 
&t  ICl  Strand.  May  7,  182G. 

In  the  next  issue,  I  wdll  describe  the 
inventions  of  that  master  of  the  craft, 
Pinchbeck,  who  made  the  w'onderful 
automata  for  Fawkes,  the  greatest 
magician  of  his  day.  This  article,  like 
its  predecessors,  wall  be  illustrated  pro- 
fuselv  with  exclusive  and  rare  engrav¬ 
ings,  programs,  bills  and  photographs 
from  my  private  collection. 

(To  be  continued.) 


Cablegram  from  London? 

Special  Cable  to  The  Conjurers'  Monthly 
Magazine. 

Archdeacon  Colley  has  won  his  libel 
suit  against  J.  X.  IMaskelyne,  the  magi¬ 
cian.  The  Royal  Law'  Courts  awarded 
the  clergyman  damages  amounting  to 
£75,  and  dismissed  Mr.  Maskelyne’s 
counter  claim  for  ii,ooo  for  which 
amount  the  Archdeacon  challenged 
Maskelyne  in  The  Express,  to  reproduce 
the  ‘Alonck  Ghosts.” 

Back  of  this  verdict  lies  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  disputes  and  most  in- 
1  cresting  trials  since  IMaskelyne  appeared 
against  Slade  in  1876. 

Eight  months  ago,  Colley  challenged 
?tlaskelyne  to  reproduce  the  noted  ma- 
terilizations  of  Dr.  IMonck,  and  IMaske- 
lyne  produced,  during  his  performances 
at  St.  George's  Hall,  among  other 
“spirits,”  the  female  figure  issuing  from 
the  side  of  a  man.  This  w'as  done  by 
means  of  an  illusion,  but 'Colley  claimed 
that  other  materilizations  had  failed  to 
materialize  and  therefore  wdthheld  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  award.  IMaskelyne  then 
sued  for  f  1,000  and  issued  a  pamphlet 
stating  that  Colley  had  no  right  to  the 
title  of  Archdeacon,  that  “he  is  not  an 
archdeacon  and  never  was  one.”  Colley 
then  retaliated  by  bringing  his  suit  for 
libel  and  won.  The  affair  attracted 
much  attention  all  over  England  because 
of  the  prominence  of  Colley  and,  con¬ 
sidering  his  standing  as  churchman,  be¬ 
cause  of  his  profound  interest  in  spirit¬ 
ualism. 

Hardecn 

Editorial  note: — If  this  legal  warfare 
was  on  the  level  and  had  occurred  in 
America,  Colley  w^ould  have  had  no 
chance  to  win ;  but  if  it  was  all  done  in 
the  interest  of  publicity,  then  we  take 
off  onr  hat  to  IMaskelyne  as  the  cleverest 
press  agent  of  them  all- 
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London,  Eng., 

The  Glasgow  police  have  arrested  a 
man  named  William  Currier  belonging 
to  Kilmarnock  on  suspicion  of  being 
concerned  in  a  robbery  at  Braehead 
Farm,  Riccarton,  Scotland,  when  a  sum 
of  iioo.  ($500.)  in  gold  and  silver  was 
stolen.  Currier  is  known  by  the  so¬ 
briquet  of  the  Human  Pin-Cushion.  He 
has  been  with  the  Barnum  &  Bailey 
Circus  where  he  stuck  pins,  knife  blades 
and  awls  into  his  body  and  arms  with¬ 
out  drawing  blood.  He  was  appre¬ 
hended  at  Paisley  and  had  more  than 
£20  on  his  person.  He  was  examined 
before  Sheriff  Mackenzie  and  commit¬ 
ted  to  jail. 

-k 

In  March  issue  of  the  Conjurer’s 
Magazine,  Joe  Hayman  mentions  the 
Cee  Mee  troupe  as  a  Chinese  troupe. 
This  is  a  mistake.  They  are  a  family 
of  trapeze  performers  and  all  English 
born.  We  worked  on  same  bill  at 

Shrewsbury  Gala  last  August. 

*  *  * 

There  are  four  different  sets  of  Mys¬ 
terious  Howards  w'orking  England  at 
the  present  moment.  The  genuine  ones 
are  at  the  Palace  Theatre. 


The  latest  thought  reading  act  on  the 
market  exploited  by  Anger  &  Bauer,  is 
the  horse  ‘‘Daika.”  The  manager  claims 
to  be  able  to  duplicate  all  of  the  tests- 
done  by  the  human  thought  readers. 

*  *  iK 

While  playing  in  Newcastle,  I  met 
Mr.  Snelling,  and  had  a  long  chat  with 
the  gentleman.  He  says  that  he  w'ould 
like  to  get  more  than  a  postal  card  from 
his  daughter  who  is  Minerva,  the  wife- 
of  Vano,  now  touring  America. 

*  iK  * 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  a 
monthly  catalogue  published  here. 

It  misleads  readers  by  making  circu¬ 
lars  read  as  if  it  were  the  Conjurers’' 
Monthly  ^Iagazine.  Have  received 
several  complaints.  But  this  is  only 
another  unprofessional  act  of  the  per¬ 
petrator.  That  is  one  of  his  ways  of 
doing  business. 

*  ^  :ic 

Picitt  &  Lizett  are  in  Paris.  Picitt 
was  once  a  handcuff  king,  but  has  re¬ 
formed.  I  think  that  is  where  from  he- 
managed  to  get  his  name — Pick-it.- 
They  are  making  excellent  progress. 
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Debiere  has  made  such  a  hit  at  the  Al¬ 
hambra  that  the  management  has  seen 
fit  to  retain  him  two  weeks  more. 

^ 

Henri  Bekker,  a  rising  young  magi¬ 
cian,  whose  hands  are  like  feet,  can  cert¬ 
ainly  palm  playing  cards ;  he  contem¬ 
plates  visiting  America  on  trial  or  “spec  ’ 
as  it  is  known,  and  should  he  obtain  an 
opening  I  predict  a  huge  success. 

^  ^ 

Sheffield,  the  city  that  has  seen  so 
many  handicap  races,  was  treated  to  a 
most  daring  race  by  George  Herbert,  a 
manacled  prisoner,  who  made  a  dash  for 
freedom  from  the  courtroom  where  a 
warder  had  brought  him  from  Wakefield 
jail.  He  had  jarred  the  cuffs  open,  di¬ 
vested  himself  of  his  coat  and  vest  and 
ran  through  the  streets,  knocking  people 
down  right  and  left.  Talk  about  your 
cries  of  stop  thief !  Pandemonium  reigned 
in  the  city,  until  after  a  race  of  twelve 
minutes  he  was  captured  out  of  breath, 
and  holding  the  open  handcuffs  up  with 
a  grin  on  his  face.  Some  time  ago,  a 
prisoner  escaped  from  the  police  cells  in 
Birmingham  police  headquarters,  and 
the  jailor  states  that  he  must  have 
squeezed  through  the  food  hole  in  the 
door. 

* 

During  my  engagement  at  the  Liver¬ 
pool  Empire,  I  met  Edward  Viola,  who 
works  with  his  wife  as  The  Violas.  He 
has  had  only  one  opportunity  for  show¬ 
ing-  his  act  in  London,  and  that,  alas, 

o 

was  during  the  strike.  They  were  billed 
at  the  Oxford,  London,  and  were  the 
star  attraction  on  the  bill ;  but  the  strike 
being  on,  they  did  not  work,  although 
it  meant  the  event  of  their  lives.  They 
have  not  had  a  chance  since  to  appear, 
and  credit  must  be  given  them  for  their 
loyalty ;  big  acts  can  learn  from  this 
little  act  to  be  constant  and  true.  How 


different  to  the  manner  in  which  Willi¬ 
am  E.  Robinson,  known  as  Chung  Lung 
Soo  who,  during  the  strike,  when  asked 
by  Mr.  Oswald  Stoll  if  he  would  work, 
wired  and  wrote  letters  to  the  effect  that 
he  would  give  a  two  and  a  half  hours’ 
show  to  act  as  a  strike  breaker.  Mr. 
Stoll  did  not  even  ask  this  of  Robinson, 
but  then  I  presume  Robinson  never 
thought  that  his  letters  would  become 
public  property.  I  am  sorry  that  it  is 
an  American  that  is  held  up  to  us  men  of 

mystery  as  a  good,  strike  breaker. 

^  >1=  * 

Mr.  Ernest  Wighton,  the  acting-man¬ 
ager  of  the  Olympia,  Liverpool,  is  the 
brother  of  David  Devant,  of  Egyptian 
Hall  fame.  This  is  the  first  time  I  was 
aware  of  this  fact. 

^  -J* 

Reports  have  it  that  the  Zancigs  are 
not  a  howling  success  in  their  provincial 
tour. 

^  ^  ^ 

What  will  Charlie  Carter  say  about 

his  Chinaman  when  he  reads  the  follow¬ 
ing  item  that  I  have  clipped  with  the 
scissors  from  the  London  Daily  Mail, 
April  15,  1907? 

Mee  Fee  Lung,  a  Chinaman,  well  known  on  the 
music-hall  stage  as  “Price  Fee  Lung,  the  Chinese 

magician,”  was  summonded  at  Willesdon  for  de¬ 
serting  his  wife,  Jennie  Fee  Lung,  an  Englishwoman 
living  at  Sandrlngham-road,  Willesden  Green. 

Mrs.  Fee  Lung  said'  that  six  years  ago  she  as¬ 
sisted  the  defendant  in  his  work  on  the  stage,  and 
thev  were  married  at  Soho.  The  defendant  had 
since  refused  to  take  her  on  tour  with  him.  He 
was  earning  from  fl2  to  fl6  a  week. 

The  defendant  gave  evidence  on  his  own  behalf, 
and  took  the  Chinese  oath  by  kneeling  down  and 
dropping  a  saucer.  It  was  perfectly  true,  he  said, 
that  he  did  not  take  his  wife  on  tour,  because  she 
had  now  got  too  stout  to  perform  the  vanishing-lady 
trick.  It  was  impossible  for  her  to  disappear  down 
the  tube  under  the  stage,  and  as  for  the  trick  where 
she  had  to  turn  into  a  duck— there!  The  defendant 
could  not  finish  his  sentence,  but  lifted  up  his 
eyes  in  despair. 

H'e  denied  he  was  earning  anything  like  £16  a  week. 
The  public  taste  had  altered  of  late  and  magicians 
were  110  longer  in  favour. 

The  magistrate,  in  granting  a  separation  order 
with  an  allowance  of  30s.  a  week,  said.  “These  mar¬ 
riages  between  Asiatics  and  Europeans  could  never 
come  to  any  good,  the  tastes  and  temperaments  of 
the  two  people  being  so  different.” 

*  >i= 

The  Great  Roland,  while  at  the  Bright¬ 
on  Hippodrome,  presented  an  illusion 
in  which  he  is  supposed  to  be  dreaming. 
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It  is  reversing  the  order  of  the  Bridal 
Chamber.  He  makes  things  disappear, 
whereas  in  the  Bridal  Chamber  they  ap¬ 
pear.  It  is  an  interesting  and  mysterious 
illusion. 

V  'i'  ^ 

Horace  Goldin  tried  to  enjoin  Fa- 
sola  from  producing  the  Cannon  and 
Trunk  trick  in  Glasgow,  and  Goldin  had 
to  expose  his  mystery  in  order  to  prove 
that  Fasola  was  infringing  on  his  (Gol¬ 
din’s)  patent. 

*  *  sH 

I  regret  to  state  that  Goldin  lost  again, 
but  there  ought  to  be  some  law  for  ma¬ 
gicians  that  when  one  brings  out  a  new 
illusion  of  his  own  brain  work,  he  would 
be  protected.  It  seems  that  the  illu¬ 
sion  as  performed  by  Goldin  was  proven 

to  have  been  produced  twenty  years  ago. 

*  * 

Goldin,  by  the  way,  is  going  along 
merrily,  and  hopes  to  save  money  some 
time.  He  is  a  source  of  delight  to  the 
railroads  on  account  of  his  excess  bag¬ 
gage. 

5js 

Managers  are  waiting  for  the  verdict 
of  the  Arbitrator  in  England,  and  are 
not  booking  any  acts.  I  shall  soon  be  in 
London  for  a  six  months’  Tun  and  will 
be  able  to  send  all  the  news  of  England, 
as  London  is  known  to  all  the  Provincial 
folk  as  “The  City.”  Lots  of  scandal 
about.  Must  lock  it  up. 

❖  *  ^ 

IMrs.  Thomas  Barresford  is  making  an 
appeal  for  the  widow  of  the  conjurer 
Heno,  who  died  some  time  ago,  aged 
fifty-five.  Heno  at  one  time  appeared 
before  Queen  Victoria,  but' of  late  years 
has  not  been  able  to  keep  up  with  the 
running  of  the  younger  generation.  ]\Ia- 
gicians  wishing  to  send  their  mite  can 
mail  it  to  Mrs.  Barresford,  Hippodrome 
House,  Brighton,  England.  Conjurers, 
save  your  money. 


I)appenin0$  from  dayman 

Just  landed  in  London  after  an  awful 
stormy  voyage  across  the  Atlantic.  The 
good  ( ?)  ship  Cedric  rolled  like  a  log 
sometimes,  and  then  again  like  two  logs. 
Xever  again  will  I  take  a  trip  in  mid 
month  of  April,  unless  I  am,  a  fugitive 
from  justice.  But  now  that  I  have  set 
my  feet  on  English  soil.  I’ll  stay  over 
for  some  time.  One  of  the  stewards,  at 
the  usual  concert,  gave  a  wonderful  ex¬ 
hibition  o*^  sleight  of  hand.  He  held  out 
his  hand,  showed  back  and  front  empty, 
when  lo.  and  behold,  a  coin  would  appear 
in  it.  He  did  this  feat  with  his  hands 
several  times,  but  one  passenger,  dis¬ 
pleased  with  his  service,  suddenlv  be¬ 
came  afflicted  with  astigmatism  and  could 
not  see  the  trick,  so  the  steward  had  to 
pass  on  to  the  next  passenger. 

;lc  jji 

The  benefit  for  the  widow  of  Charles 
Basset  Bertram  was  held  at  the  Palace 
Theatre,  and  I  am  pleased  to ‘state  that 
it  netted  the  tidy  sum  of  £i,ooo  ($5,000). 

ii= 

Datas  is  advertising  that  his  act  can¬ 
not  be  imitated.  It  seems  to  me  that 
Pelix  Berol  might  hand  Datas  quite  a 
few  dates.  I  would  like  to  see  Pelix 
challenge  Datas  in  all  around  work.  It 
would  be  an  interesting  match,  and  why 
not  have  it  take  place  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Alagic  Circle,  or  at  some  newspaper 
office?  I  know  the  Mirror  would  gladly 
allow  the  match  to  take  place.  Felix 
honestly  is  a  self-acting-rapid-fire  in¬ 
ternational  encyclopaedia. 

Sydney  Lee  is  working  all  the  time, 
and  gives  a  very  good  show.  He  is  the 
son  of  Edgar  Lee,  the  editor  of  the 
London  Encore. 

Joseph  Hay  man 
of  Hayman  &  Franklin 
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It  will  surprise  many  conjurers  t6 
hear  that  the  manager’s  son  of  the  Ba¬ 
varian  Circus  Building  in  iMuenchen, 
Herr  Xeiderhofer,  ha’s  been  arrested  for 
the  murder  of  a  merchant  named  Hend- 
schel.  The  dead  bodv  was  found  buried 
in  the  center  of  the  circus  ring  bank, 
and  was  only  discovered  by  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  missing  man's  sweetheart. 
She  informed  the  police  that  Xeiderhofer 
did  business  with  Hendschel  and  had 
borrowed  a  large  sum  of  money  to  run 
a  "Loop-the-Loop’’  show.  The  act  was 
a  failure,  and  the  money-man  Hendschd 
disappeared.  X'^eiderhofer  claimed  that 
Hendschel  went  to  England  with  a  Ger¬ 
man  artist,  but  after  his  arrest,  the  circus 
ground  was  dug  up,  and  a  skeleton  of  a 
man  that  was  identified  as  Hendschel 
was  found.  It  had  been  buried  over  two 
years.  The  police  found  the  artist  in 
England,  whom  X^eiderhofer  claimed  was 
with  Hendschel,  and  on  being  brought 
to  iMuenchen,  he  confronted  the  alleged 
murderer,  and  denied  ever  having  seen 
Hendschel.  The  papers  state  Xeider¬ 
hofer  is  in  a  state  of  collapse. 

❖  * 

Herr  Director  Albert  Schuman,  of 
Berlin,  launched  a  letter  of  protest  with 
all  the  newspapers,  wishing  to  inform  the 
public  that  X’eiderhofer  is  not  a  circus 
director,  and  asks  them  not  to  mention 
that  such  is  the  case.  Circus  managers  as 
a  rule  in  Germany  are  all  well  educated 
men.  and  their  associates  men  of  refine¬ 


ment,  while  from  AfTtCrica  it  is  reported 
in  this  country  the  associates  of  some  of 
the  circuses  are  in  a  polite  form  known 
as  grafters,  strong  arm  Tnen,  and  police 
bribers.  It  is  further  reported  that  poli¬ 
tics  are  such  that  he  who  has  the  best 
pull,  gets  the  most  Out  of  politics.  But 
your  American  circuses  have  undoubted¬ 
ly  found  out  that  Germany  and  Austria 
are  free  from  all  graft. 

*  * 

In  Bude  Pest  a  circus  of  the  Geb, 
Violain  brought  a  very  poor  man  of 
mystery,  who  calls  himself  “Jean  Marty.” 

❖  ^  sj:  '  , 

Richard  Paunnwitz,  the  Berlin  ama-* 
teur,  has  been  working  on  a  trick  for 
some  time  which,  when  finished,  will 
startle  the  world.  He  refuses  to  inform 
me  what  it  is  like,  but  makes  use  of  two 
full  grown  cows  in  the  4rick.  I  believe 
he  is  working  on  a  new  black  art  prin-- 
ciple ! 

^  ❖ 

Renk,  who  calls  himself  the  American 
Illusionist,  has  enlarged  his  show  by  five 
people.  Mdll  see  his  performance  and 
report  on  same. 

*  ❖ 

Erosso,  a  palpable  and  poor  imitation 
of  Phroso,  is  at  the  \Vilhelm  Theatre, 
Danzig,  and  is  not  making  good. 

*  *  * 

E.  Herrmann  is  in  Constantinople.  A 
letter  addressed  there  to  German  Post 
will  reach  him.  He  has  taken  Aga 
along,  but  will  find  that  Bernardo,  the 
quick  change  artist,  has  forestalled  him. 

*  * 

AH  Sidra,  the  mysterious  Turk,  is  in 
Berlin  looking  for  work.  So  are  a  Dt 
of  others. 


t  hr 


Dealers  in  Mai 'Past  and  Present 


1.  F.  W.  Conradi-Horster,  born  in  la  iS-o  m  <iiufacturer  and  also  Kditor  of  the  ‘-Zauber 

sp.egel."  located  at  FredricheStrasse  6.  bI  tmanV.  ' 

2.  Car!  Wilmann,  manufacturer, 3Neutl  strasse,  Hamburg,  Germany. 

3.  Mons.  J.  Caroly.  Manufacturer!  liter  of  "L  : llusionniste,"  the  French  Conjurer.s’ 
Monthly  Magazine.  Located  at  ii  ru?  inal-Lemoir.e,  Paris,  France. 

4.  C.  De  Vere.  Old  time  Magician;  raanv  vea  s  efigaged  in  making  apparatus  for 
prominent  mystiflers.  Address  17  Ruj  iJier.'Pari.-.  France. 

5.  Mons.  Voisin.  The  once  famous,  now  forgotten  great  French  mechanic  who  was 
awarded  a  gold  medal  in  I  Sf,:.  at  the  s  exhibitioi  s  for  some  of  his  conjuring  tricks, 
and  who,  it  is  known  for  a  po.sitive  fa  ^l.iired  and  made  many  of  Robert-Houdin’s  me¬ 
chanical  effects.  The  above  photo  is  rare,  possibly  the  only  one  in  existence 

6.  Otto  Maurer.  Born  Oeiober  ‘>8‘  n  Gemei.-;  leim,  Germany.  Died  in  New  York. 
May  15,  1900.  Located  L’8  years  at  32  tery.  X.  ’■  City. 

7.  George  McKenzie  Munro,  .senior  lift  of  th  Ornum  Manufacturing  Co..  4  Duke 
Street,  Charing  Cross,  London,  Englan  hblisher of ;  London  '’Wizard'’ 

8.  Aligustavus  Roterberg,  born  in  airg,  Gem;  ay,  1S67,  manufacturer.  Autljor  of 
several  clever  books  on  magic.  Factoi  1  salesroom  178  Ontario  Street  Chicago,  Ill. 

9  &  10.  Antonio  Martinka.  Franc  irtinka.  donio  is  the  master-mechanic  and 
Francis  is  the  business  manager.  Lo(|i  !S  Sixth  .  e..  New  York  City. 

11.  Oscar  Lischke.  Old-time  Hamb  iealer.  Die'  several  years  ago. 

12.  W.  D.  Leroy.  Born  agust  S,  IS La  Salle  HI.  Located  for  last  fourteen  years 
at  103  Court  Street.  Boston,  Mass. 

13.  Ernest  Basch.  One  01  the  relebr  four  Basili  brothers.  Today  the  richest  manu¬ 
facturer  in  the  world.  Now  making  y.ige  appai  ms  and  illusions.  Located  in  Han¬ 
nover.  Germany,  11  Neinii'iirgerstrass' 

14.  C.  Milton  Chase.  F-'esentestabtnt,  fU  Staniford  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

15.  Thomas  Yost.  Established  ISS Philadelphia,  Penn.  Business  at  900  Filbert 
Street,  now  conducted  under  firm  nameircist  &  CaUins. 

16.  John  Hamley.  manag.u'  of  HamleCagical  Salons,  High  Holborn  London.  England. 

Tins  is  the  first  photogr.i,phic  sympos^  dealers,  lecond  .series  will  appear  later. 


294 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


Our  Mail  Bag 


In  this  department  It  is  the  privilege  of  our 
readers  to  bring  to  public  notice  any  topic  worthy 
of  discussion  or  deserving  of  censure  or  exposure.  Our 
columns  are  thus  thrown  open  in  the  hopes  that  con¬ 
ditions  may  be  bettered  or  evils  abated  by  such  pub¬ 
licity.  As  no  restrictions  are  Imposed  upon  corre¬ 
spondents,  the  editor  does  not  hold  himself  re- 
!  sponsible  for  opinions  expressSSain  this  department. 


Police  Superintend  Quarters,, 
Tumkur,  AIyEere,  Province, 
.India, 

Editor  Conjurers'  Magazines*^’' 

Sir  ;  Yonr  first  six  numbers  of  the  Con¬ 
jurers'  ^Magazine  to  hand.  I  studied 
them  thoroughly  and  find  that  they  are 
very  good.  I  thank  you  very  nfiich,  ail'd  : 
wish  you  a  mighty  success.  Yoiir's  ever 
sincerely,  R.  Sei'ina,.^ 

* 

Paris,  France. 
Editor  Conjurers'  ^Magazine. 

Sir :  The  following  is  some  magic 

news  from  Paris.  At  Barresford’s  Al¬ 
hambra  last  nionth  there  was  Satsuma.  a 
Japanese  magician ,  and  this  month  they 
have  Picitt  and  Lizett ;  their  scene  is  laid 
in  a  kitchen  and  various  tricks  are  done 
with  tin  pans  and  other  parapheriielin 
such  as  producing  guinea  pigs,  fowls, 
etc. ;  their  show  finishes  with  the  vanish 
of  Lizett  from  a  table  when  covered  by 
screens. 

On  the  same  bill  with  them  is  Fasol.i, 
a  comic  juggler  and  acrobat,  who  is  c[uite 
clever. 

At  the  Etoile  Palace  is  iMiss  Oria,  a 
lady  illusionist  whose  show’  how’ever  I 
have  not  seen. 

Legris  has  a  new  program  at  the  The¬ 
atre  Robert  Houdin  wdiere,  by  the  w’ay. 
there  is  going  to  be  a  Conference  of 
Spiritualism  on  April  25th.  Also  one  at 
a  later  date.  On  iMay  3  at  the  same 
theater  there  is  to  be  a  competition  for 
conjurers  on  ‘‘patter,"  new  program. 


new  tricks,  improvement  on  old  tricks, 
'etc.  A  diploma  will  be  given  for  the  so- 
lution  of  the  tw^o  following  tricks :  ( i ) 

The  invisible  passing  of  a  number  of  five 
franc  pieces  from  one  hat  to  another- 
(2)  The  old  dial  clock  trick. 

T.  P.  C.  Sczvell. 

.  Andover,  N.  H. 

Editor  Conjurers'  ^Magazine. 

Sir I  have  made  arrangements  with 
'H'  ^ 

a  photogflpher  to  take  the  picture  of  R. 

Potter’s  grave.  The  grave  has  been 
covered  wdth  snow  all  wdnter,  so  deep  it 
was  useless  to  try  for  a  negativL  There 
is  a  fence  that  surrounds  it  and  that 
causes  it  to  drift  bad.  Hope  you  didn’t 
think  I  had  forgotten  you,  for  I  hadn’t, 
i  have  been  aw’ay  and  didn’t  get  my 
M.\gazine  until  my  return,  so  didn’t 
write-.  I  will  send  two  photos  as  soon  as 
they  are  finishech  This  time  I  hope  they 
will  be  all  right  as  the  photographer 
knows  his  business.  Am  sorry  to  keep 
you  waiting  so  long.  I  will  try  and  get 
Potter’s-  picture  as  soon  as  possible. 
Have  learned  more  facts  concerning  Pot¬ 
ter’s  life,  and  wdll  tell  you  all  I  know 
of  him  and  his  various  tricks  as  soon  as 
I  hear  from  a  certain  party.  I  feel  sure 
that  he  W’as  a  very  clever  performer,  as 
the  tricks  he  did  were  dififerent  from  any 
I  ever  saw  or-  heard  of.  He  made  his 
appearance  on  the  stage  riding  in  a  cart 
drawn  by  two  ganders  and  driven  by 
his  wife.  He  had  a  son,  Charles  Potter, 
who  died  doing  a  bullet  trick.  I  believe  he 
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tried  to  catch  it  on  the  point  of  a  sword, 

missed  it  and  was  shot.  I  will  send  yon 
more  later  on.  .  I  have-  not  secured  his 
books  yet,  or  even  seen^them,  but  I  shall 
try  to  get  them  some  way' if  they  don’t 
ask  too  much,  as  I  think  there  is  some 
valuable  information  in  them.  'If  1  do 
ril  let  you  know  about  them.  Do  you 
want  tricks  for  the  Alagazine?  I  have 
invented  a  few  which  I  think  will  be  all 
right,  for  I  have  worked  them  with  suc¬ 
cess.  I  did  the  crawling  through  the 
log  trick,  and  was  successful  in  deceiv¬ 
ing  my  friends,  although  I  don’t  know  if 
it  is  the  way  Potter  did  it.  I  have  taken 
a  great  interest  in  magic,  and  intend  to 
make  that  my  study.  I  remain,  sincere¬ 
ly  yours,  G.  Dana  Taylor.- 

^  =:< 

London,  England,  April  17,  1907. 

Social  meeting  of  INIagic  Circle,  held 
at  Tudor  Hotel,  April  i6th,  chairman 
Ernest  E.  Xoakes,  M.  I.  M.  C.-  I.  should 
think  this  meeting  was  a  record  one  for 
both  attendance  and  the  number  of  artisrs 
showing.  ^Meeting  was  called  for  7  p. 
M.,  an  hour  before  usual  time  owing  to 
length  of  program  to  be  gotten  through, 
and  by  7  :30  time  of  show  starting,  some 
sixty  members  had  assembled,  although 
it  was  a  very  wet  evening. 

7 :30.  Pianoforte  solo,  by  Arthur 
Glynn. 

7 135.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  Chinese  ma¬ 
gic. 

7:45.  Cecil  Cooke,  chapeaugraphy. 

7:55.  Harry'  Selwyn,  magic  with 
coins,  introducing  the  black  velvet  board 
and  the  new  coin  wand. 

8  :oo.  Percy  Stanhope,  ventriloquial 
sketch. 

8:10!  Ernest  H.  Adams,  who  intro¬ 
duced  a  trick,  in  which  he  called  on  a 
gentleman  to  draw  a  design,  on  a  small 
book,  using  only  his  right  hand,  he  then 
tore  the  design  from  the  book  and  burnt 


it,  when  the  gentleman  was  asked  to  look 
at  his  left  hand  and  found  the  imprint 
of  the  same  design  thereon. 

8:20.  Alan  AlacEarlane,  euphonium 
solo.  "  _ 

8:25.  Ten  minutes  general  patter,' 

8:35.  Chas^Vefney,  in  a  miscellaneous 
magical  show,  introducing  xard  and 
handkerchief  magic. 

8:45.  Chas.  Conway,  the  well-known 
Dickens  impersonator,  who  gave  charac¬ 
ter  sketches  from  Chas.  Dicken|l  works . 

8o5-  Arthur  Glynn,  in  ''a'*'' trick  in 
which  he  passed  an  alarm  clock,  which 
was  ringing  the  whole  time,  from  under 
one  hat  into  another  at  the  other  side  of 
the  stage. 

9:5.  Percy  Stanhope,  in  musical 
sketch. 

9:15.  Ernest  E.  Xoakes  read  a  paper 
in  which  he  told  what  various  magicians 
would  say  of  the  iMagic  Gircle,  giving 
imitation  of  their  voice  and  mannerisms. 

9  125.  Which  was  to  have  been  devoted 
to  ten  minutes  of  personal  stunts,  was 
given  up  to  Harry  Hall,  the  well-known 
London  concert  comedian,  who  gave  an 
extra  turn  which  was  appreciated  all 
around. 

9  135.  Henry  Hull,  in  an  exhibition  of 
juggling;  he  throws  things  about  in  a 
marvellous  manner,  with  the  exception 
of  himself,  as  personally  he  is  a  very 
modest  young  man  (for  a  conjurer). 

9 145.  Stanley  H.  Bell  gave  a  card 
trick  in  which  the  spots  off  a  card  were 
printed  on  a  post  card. 

10:5.  H.  J.  Codings,  with  a  new  card 
trick  in  which  the  spots  off  a  card  were 
found  on  a  strip  of  ribbon.  This  artist 
does  a  new  effect  every  time. 

10:10.  Alan  AlacEarlane,  euphonium 
solo,  concluded  what  everyone  agreed 
was  a  very  enjoyable  evening. 

Wilfred  C.  Zelka. 
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Brindemour  fails  to  make  good.  Police 
Officer  C.  Kiersteed  of  the  Waterbary  Po¬ 
lice  Department  put  a  pair  of  regulation 
handcuffs  on  Brindemour,  who  not  having 
a  key  to  fit  the  cuff,  and  not  knowing  how 
to  pick  a  lock,  was  compelled  to  rush  off 
the  stage,  into  his  dressing  room,  and  have 
an  assistant  cut  off  the  cuffs  with  a  hack 
saw.  The  man  then  returned  to  the  stage 
after  forty  minutes’  absence,  and  returned 
a  different  pair  of  cuffs  to  Officer  Kiersteed. 
He  had  the  officer  lock  the  cuffs  on  him 
again,  this  time  getting  out  in  three  min¬ 
utes.  The  next  day  on  returning  the  cuff 
to  Supt.  Feeley  of  the  Mattatuck  Mfg.  Co., 
who  make  the  Maltby  handcuffs,  the  fraud 
w'as  discovered.  The  officer  went  to 
Brindemour  and  demanded  the  cuffs  back 
that  were  locked  on  his  wrists  the  night 
before;  Brindemour  brazenly  denied  the  ac¬ 
cusation  but  when  the  evidence  against 
him  was  proven,  he  was  finally  reluctantly 
forced  to  admit  that  he  had  had  the  cuffs 
cut  off,  and  substituted  for  them  a  pair  of 
his  own.  He  was  compelled  to  go  to  At¬ 
torney  Guilfoile’s  office  and  settle  for  the 
cuffs  which  he  had  destroyed  and  “the  in¬ 
cident  was  closed.”  So  was  Brindemour’s 

reputation  in  that  town  as  a  jail  breaker. 
*  *  * 

Raymond,  the  Man  of  IMystery,  is  going 
to  take  out  a  huge  mystery  performance 
next  season.  His  new  lithographs  are  well 
worthy  of  being  put  on  any  wall.  He  is 

making  money,  and  that  means  success. 

*  * 

Chefalo  &  Capretto  have  signed  with  a 
burlesque  show  for  the  coming  season.  The 


male  member  has  cut  out  his  patter,  and 

the  show  has  been  greatly  improved. 

♦  *  * 

We  wish  to  impress  on  your  minds  that 
we  will  not  publish  names,  unless  desired 
of  those  sending  in  news  items  or  clip¬ 
pings. 

Marshall  P.  Wilder  is  back  in  vaudeville. 
He  is  quite  an  expert  in  conjuring,  and  com¬ 
bined  with  his  wit,  his  tricks  are  excep¬ 
tionally  well  presented. 

*  *  * 

Howard  Thurston  is  on  his  way  back  to 
America,  and  is  reported  due  in  New  York 
City  May  i6. 

*  *  ♦ 

T.  Nelson  Downs  is  going  to  play  a  few 
dates.  Rumor  has  it  that  Downs  contem¬ 
plates  going  into  the  hotel  business. 

j):  s|c  * 

Adrian  Plate  has  recently  been  playing 
club  dates.  He  has  a  very  fine  collection 
of  magic  books,  and  his  magical  catalogue 
is  indexed  in  a  perfect  manner.  Even  Dr. 
Ellison  admits  that  Plate’s  manner  of  in¬ 
dexing  his  material  is  clever;  and  when 
Dr.  Ellison  makes  a  statement,  it  gener¬ 
ally  is  worthy  of  publication. 

*  *  ♦ 

At  the  Orpheum  Theatre,  Grand  Forks, 
N.  D.,  a  man  calling  himself  The  Original 
Frederick  is  exposing  a  trunk  trick.  From 
what  we  can  learn  this  is  mean  petty  spite 
on  his  part,  and  he  is  under  the  impres- 
.sion  that  he  is  injuring  some  one,  who  is 
working  in  his  vicinity,  and  who  is  more  sue- 
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cessful  than  himself.  Frederick,  you  ought 
to  be  ashamed  of  yourself.  Why  don’t  you 
use  better  judgment?  You  are  killing  your 
own  game.  But  then  perhaps  you  do  not 
know  any  better. 

:)!  ijt 

Something  new  in  magic.  Frank  B. 
Lane  and  his  mystic  lecture.  A  peculiar 
method  of  doing  magic.  Wherever  a  con¬ 
jurer  is  not  wanted,  this  man  cleverly  brings 
magic  into  his  lecture  course.  Hornmann 
informs  us  that  the  act  is  original. 

*  *  * 

Hornmann  has  again  signed  to  return  to 
his  old  love,  the  John  Robinson  Circus, 

opening  April  23d. 

^  ^  ^ 

Otto  Maurer,  Jr.,  son  of  Maurer  the  old- 
time  Bowery  magical  dealer,  is  now  em¬ 
ployed  in  Newark  in  the  musical  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  largest  department  store. 

^  ^ 

Francis  J.  Werner,  President  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  American  Magicians,  has  not  been 
very  well  of  late,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
hear  that  he  is  now  on  the  road  to  re¬ 
covery. 

*  *  * 

Who  knows  what  has  become  of  Frank 
Stanselle?  When  last  heard  of  he  was 
touring  through  New  Mexico  with  a  magi¬ 
cal  show.  Will  some  one  shed  light  on  his 
whereabouts  and  send  information  to  the 

Editor  of  this  magazine? 

*  *  * 

Mysterious  Frank  Caesar  is  busily  en¬ 
gaged  playing  dates,  and  has  added  a  few 
novel  feats  to  his  already  clever  perform¬ 
ance.  He  is  out  West,  and  making  good. 

Chicago  J^otes  W.L^HICKS 

Magic  is  very  quiet  in  the  Windy  City  at 
the  time  of  writing.  “Alexander”  the  Great 
(not  the  historical  one),  gave  a  very  poor 
exhibition  as  a  handcuff  king  week  of  April 
7th  with  Al.  Reeves  Burlesque  show.  Strange 
that  an  old  manager  like  Mr.  Reeves  should 
permit  an  act  in  his  employ  to  use  another 
man’s  name  on  the  bill  in  trying  to  draw 
houses.  What  is  the  matter,  Mr.  Reeves? 
Can’t  your  show  draw  on  its  merits? 

*  *  ♦ 

Paul,  the  Mystifier,  who  was  closed  some 
time  ago  by  a  local  manager  in  Oakland,  Cal., 


nas  managed  to  borrow  a  lot  of  ideas,  and  is 
now  at  large  in  the  woods.  The  longer  he 
takes  to  the  forest  the  better  for  theatre 
goers. 

*  *  * 

De  Hollis  and  Valora,  the  originators  of 
the  boa  trick,  were  at  the  Haymarket  Thea¬ 
tre  week  of  April  29th. 

*  *  * 

Mons.  Clivette,  assisted  by  Madame  Cli- 
vette,  introduced  a  few  mj'sterious  stunts  in 
his  act,  principally  flag  tricks,  and  the 
knight’s  tour.  He  finishes  his  performance 
wiih  shadowgraphs. 

*  *  * 

Sears  recently  passed  through  Chicago 
with  his  big  act.  He  carries  five  assistants, 
and  a  car  load  of  baggage.  Look  out,  Goldin, 

or  this  fellow  will  break  your  baggage  record. 
*  *  * 

Roterberg,  the  busy  dealer,  is  now  stocking 
up  for  next  winter. 


May  2d,  Gaus’s  much  advertised  show 
came  off.  He  was  introduced  by  a  man 
named  Quigley,  now  an  aspiring  theatrical 
agent,  but  once  a  member  of  some  quintet. 
The  less  said  about  Gaus’s  performance  the 
kinder. 

*  *  * 

Chinko,  the  English  boy  juggler,  played  at 
the  Orpheum  Theatre  recently.  He  is  very 
good. 

*  ♦  * 

Society  of  Boston  Magicians  will  hold  its 
first  annual  dinner  at  the  American  House, 
Afay  13th. 

*  *  * 

Hindoo  Sam  is  at  Austin  and  Stone’s  mu¬ 
seum  with  his  basf’^t 

*  *  * 

Afartini  and  Alaximilian,  exposers  of  magic, 
billed  as  the  World’s  Worst  Wizards  (a  title 
they  borrowed  from  the  Einglish  team  of 
Walton  and  Lester)  appeared  at  a  Sunday 
concert  and  made  good  their  title. 
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ESnONS 

ISSWERED 


Percy  Hill,  Reading,  Pa.  The  only  way  you 
can  buy  a  lot  of  handcuffs  is  to  send  for  a 
police  equipment  catalogue,  and  buy  whatever 
they  may  have  for  sale.  Use  our  Barter  and 
Exchange  column,  which  is  free  of  charge. 

*  *  * 

Elmer  Applegit,  Morristown.  The  trick 
that  you  are  inquiring  about  will  be  explained, 
with  illustrations,  in  our  next  issue. 

* 

Brenton  Jennings,  Wellesley  Farms.  You 
are  not  the  only  deaf  mute  who  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  magic.  We  know  of  several  in 
England.  In  Leeds  there  is  a  handcuff 
king  who  challenges  everyone  to  cope 
with  him  in  getting  out  of  handcuffs.  It 
is  better  to  do  a  good  silent  act  of  magic, 
because  it  will  allow  you  to  visit  any  coun¬ 
try  in  the  world,  and  you  can  do  your  per¬ 
formance  without  learning  the  language  of 
the  country. 

jk  *  * 

Remaske,  Pittsburg.  The  firm  of  Rankin 
&  Co.  is  still  in  Philadelphia.  They  do 
not  make  handcuffs  any  more,  but  are  in 
the  machine  business.  We  think  a  letter 
adressed  Rankin  &  Co.,  Eighth  street,  will 
reach  them. 

*  >K  *  , 

Wm.  Schneider,  Vailsburg.  Mislaid  your 
letter,  but  have  mailed  you  material  re- 
guested. 

*  *  * 

W.  Burrill.  There  is  a  Henri  Herrmann 

alive  in  England.  He  was  last  employed 
by  David  Devant.  This  Herrmann  claims' 
and  shows  old  papers  to  prove  that  Alex¬ 
ander  Herrmann  was  brought  into  court 
for  using  the  narne,  Herrmann.  But  then 
that  was  a  personal  affair. 


Jesper  J.  Don’t  be  angry,  It  was  an  . 
oversight.  You  are  not  as  dense"  as  we 

thought  you  were — you  are  denser. 

*  * 

Luther  Walls,  5017  Greenway  Ave.,  West 
Philadtlphia. — As  you  live  in  Philadelphia,  you 
will  be  able  to  turn  your  misfortune  to  an 
advantage.  As  you  have  lost  one  of  your 
fingers,  go  -to  Yost,  901  Filbert  Street,  and 
purchase  a  false  finger,  on  the  style  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  Conjurers’  Magazine,  Number  i, 
and  by  making  use  of  this  you  can  produce 
a  silk  handkerchief.  Other  Conjurers  when 
using  a  false  finger  have  to  move  their  hands 
quickly  so  that  it  will  not  be  noticed  that  they 
have  six  fingers,  but  as  you  will  only  have 
five,  the  deception  will  be  all  the  greater. 

What  we  saw  of  your  performance  was  all 
right,  but  get  in  front  of  a  looking  glass  and 
go  through  your  act  several  times  a  day. 

•  •  • 

Prof.  Lorenz.  Beg  your  pardon,  old  chap, 
but  we  mislaid  your  manuscript.  Will  pub¬ 
lish  the  illusion  as  soon  as  space  permits. 
Don’t  worry.  Worry  brings  wrinkles.  But 

not  the  kind  we  use  in  mystery  acts. 

•  •  # 

A.  H.,  Los  Angeles.  You  seem  to  sign 
your  name  as  if  you  were  ashamed  of  it. 
Don’t  know  what  A.  H.  may  really  mean,  but 
we  should  judge  Archibald  Hot  Air.  If  you 
think  so  much  of  the  person  in  question  bor¬ 
row  money  from  him  if  you  can. 

*  *  « 

Theo.  M.  Williams,  Albany,  N.  Y. — Answer 
to  first  que.stion  :  Flarry  Houdini.  Second :  If 
you  wish  to  buy  the  books  mentioned  you 
can  buy  them  from  any  of  the  magical  firms 
that  you  will  find  in  our  advertising  columns. 
If  you  wish  to  buy  the  books  second  hand, 
we  will  publish  your  advertisement  to  that 

effect  free  of  charge. 

*  »  ♦ 

Wm.  Brunell,  New  Bedford,  Mass.^Your 
letter  was  funny;  it  made  the  editor  haw- 
haw. 

*  *  * 

Chicago,  West  Division  street. — When  we 
get  to  be  his  age,  let  us  hope  we  will  have 
more  sense  than  the  party  mentioned.  Why, 
he  is  old  enough  to  have  voted  for  “the  pre¬ 
vention  of  allowing  railroads  to  be  built 
across  the  desert.”  The  man  is  in  his  second 
childhood,  so  let  us  respect  his  gray  hair. 

*  ♦  ♦ 

Amateur. — Yes,  we  gave  Kid  Hermann  the 
straightjacket  in  which  he  trained;  what  of 
it? 
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Advertisements  under  this  heading  are  accepted  free 
■of  charge;  there  is  no  after  graft  and  you  bind 
yourselves  to  nothing;  we  only  reserve  the  right  to 
exclude  any  advertisement  we  do  not  wish  In  cur  pa¬ 
per. 


Please  Inform  us  of  all  unfair  dealings  as  we  wish 
to  protect  our  readers. 


Make  your  advertisement  brief  and  condensed,  omit- 
ing  unnecessary  words. 


Will  exchange  Mephisto  head  for  cards  and 

watches,  nickle  producing  bird  cage  no  cov¬ 
ering,  umbrella  and  handkerchief  case,  roller 
card  frame,  double  ink  and  water  bottle  fine, 
for  anything  in  magic.  W'^ant  a  good  Aga 
or  Dida  or  trunks;  must  be  cheap  for  cash. 
C.  C.  LeBey,  710  Florida  Ave.,  Tampa,  Flor¬ 
ida. 

*  *  * 

Have  a  lot  of  magical  apparatus  which  I 
would  like  to  exchange.  Send  a  list  of  what 
you  have  for  mine.  Chas.  J.  Hagen,  1431  Ave. 
A.,  New  \^ork  City. 

^  • 

What  am  I  offered  for  (i)  Stanyon’s 
Serials  No.  i,  3,  5,  8,  15;  (2)  for  twelve 
glove  boxes  from  hat,  as  good  as  new?  G. 
Rested,  Quai  St.  Georges  10,  Ghent,  Belgium. 


Billiard  balls  (large)  pull,  etc.,  for 
Koschitz’s  Manual  of  Useful  Information. 
John  C.  Sprone,  Sta.  IM.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

*  * 

Will  trade  a  talking  skull  for  any  good 
trick,  latest  method  rice  bowls  (large  size) 
and  billiard  balls  preferred;  I  have  other 
stuff.  Robert  Madison,  1619  14th  Street, 
Oakland,  Calif. 

* 

Wish  to  exchange  the  following;  either 
separate  or  together,  for  magical  apparatus, 
or  side  tables.  One  fine  orchestra  Stewart 
banjo  with  patent  keys,  pearl  set  keyboard, 
in  first  class  condition,  originally  cost  $50. 
One  Roterberg’s  flying  bird  cage,  slightly 
used,  cost  $5.  One  brand  new  double  pro¬ 
duction  wand  for  hankerchiefs,  cost  $2. 
George  A.  Coleman,  1300  High  Street,  Ala¬ 
meda,  California. 

*  *  « 

Books  on  magic  in  exchange  for  books 
on  anti-spiritualism  and  card  sharping.  L. 

Peters,  331  East  43rd  Street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

^ 

Whll  exchange  for  best  offer  a  lot  of  small 
tricks  for  parlor  use.  Will  Simms,  Dobbs 

Ferry  on  Hudson,  New  York. 

*  «  « 

What  is  wanted  in  exchange  or  cash  for 
the  ■  following  articles :  Two  nickel  plated 
bases  with  rod;  coffee  apd  milk  trick  with 
shallow  metal  covers ;  the  trick  handcuff  as 
sold  by  all  dealers;  and  other  good  apparatus 
not  requiring  assistance.  Ray  C.  Hayden, 
•Cumberland,  Md. 


*  *  * 

Whll  exchange  magician’s  letter  heads, 
cards,  etc.  Ed.  Kardell,  272  West  117th  St., 
New  York  City. 

Jk  >(: 

W’ill  exchange  sword  through  body,  cost 
$6.  W’hat  have  you?  Make  offer.  L.  Edel- 
son,  451  S.  Union  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 

if:  * 

Will  exchange  a  new  method  of  perform¬ 
ing  Herbert  Brook’s  card  from  the  pocket 
trick  or  any  other  card  trick  I  possess  for 
any  rope  tie.  A.  Heilmann,  1265  4Sth  St., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

^  ^  ^ 

Will  exchange  for  best  offer,  pair  of  rice 
bowls  and  mystic  sieve,  Martinka  make,  good 
as  new.  Arthur  J.  Aloose,  626  Garden  Street, 
Hoboken,  N.J. 

*  *  * 

What  is  best  offer  for  first  class  Aga  Illusion 
which  originally  cost  $200.  Latest  make  with 
sofa  and  lobby  painting.  J.  B.  Wood,  care 
Fred  Cosgrove,  128  Ino  Street,  West  Hoboken, 

N.  J. 

5^  ^ 

I  have  a  trade  side  table  with  trap  and  nickle 
tripod  legs  ;  several  hand  fekes,  Valadon’s 
latest  cards  on  glass  plate  ;  special  three  panel 
screens  with  trap  panel  ;  two  complete  and 
very  fine  card  tricks  never  publishsd  ;  also  42 
pieces  of  general  apparatus.  Will  send  photo 
and  list.  Carl  Anderson,  P.  O.  Box  477, 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 
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READING 

Reviewing  Books  and  Thing 


THE  SECRET  OF  THE  PACKING 
CASE. 

The  April  Strand  has  an  article  from 
the  pen  of  the  son  of  Dr.  Lynn,  and 
this  son  does  not  do  credit  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  his  father.  He  describes  a  very 
bad  method  of  doing  the  packing  case 
trick,  and  if  that  is  the  way  he  presents 
it,  he  ought  to  be  ashamed  to  take  sal¬ 
ary  for  the  same.  He  takes  credit  for 
every  thing  that  he  does,  and  will  not 
give  credit  to  whom  credit  is  due. 

The  method  as  described  by  him  is 
the  way  several  dealers  in  England  sell 
the  secret  and  we  therefore  claim  he 
bought  the  method  he  explains. 

As  the  trick  in  his  form  is  very  bad, 
he  is  entitled  to  whatever  credit  is  due 
to  such  a  form  of  mystery. 

We  wonder  if  this  learned  writer 
knows  who  is  the  originator  of  the  pack¬ 
ing  case  trick? 


In  the  March  edition  of  The  Strand 
Magazine,  Lynn  describes  the  canvas 
covered  box  trick,  and  does  it  well ;  but 
as  well  as  he  describes  the  one,  so  bad¬ 
ly  does  he  describe  the  other.  Dr. 
Lynn,  the  one  known  to  fame,  was  one 
of  the  bright^  magicians  of  the  world. 

At  one  time  he  was  at  Cooper  Insti¬ 


r  Ron  THE  Press 

WISE. 

AND 

OTHERWISE 


tute  in  New  York  when  the  Davenport 
Brothers  were  at  the  zenith  of  their 
glory.  A  gentleman  by  name  of  Fay 
informed  the  audience  that  he  would, 
pay  $500  to  any  one  wdio  would  dupli¬ 
cate  the  performance  of  his  “Spiritual¬ 
istic  Brothers.” 

Dr.  Lynn  arose  and  accepted  the 
challenge.  On  learning  who  their  op¬ 
ponent  was  the  challenge  was  retracted 
and  Dr.  Lynn  was  not  allowed  to  com- 

The  original  Dr.  Lynn  had  quite  a 
pete. 

serious  controversy  with  J.  N.  Mas- 
kelvne,  relative  to  a  box  trick;  and 
pamphlets  were  circulated  to  prove  the 
origin  of  the  trick. 

Maskelyne  also  issued  a  £100  public 
challenge  (a  large  poster  of  whTh  is 
in  the  Harry  Houdini  collection)  for 
Dr.  Lynn  to  come  upon  the  s^-age  with 
Maskelyne  and  Cook,  and  prove  that 
his  expose  of  their  box  trick  was  cor¬ 
rect. 

In  the  above  mentioned  pamphlet 
which  Maskelyne  circulated  in  1873,  he 
claims  to  have  constructed  a  box  in 
1858,  into  which  tlip  audience  could 
place  coins,  etc.,  tie  the  box  with  tape 
and  seal  the  knots  and  he  would  remove 
the  contents  apparently  without  dis¬ 
turbing  the  bonds. 

From  this  idea  J.  N.  Maskelyne  claims  to 
have  originated  the  famous  box  trick. 
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magicians  and  their  friends  feast 

Third  Annual  Dinner  of  the  Society  of  American  Magicians 


What  a  night !  What  night  ?  Why. 
the  night  of  Ma}"  nth  at  the  Hotel  Marl¬ 
borough  in  New  York.  The  S.  A.  M. 
held  its  annual  dinner  and  everybody  of 
any  account  who  could  be  present  was 
there.  Ill.  Pres.  Werner  addressed  the 
assemblage  and  made  the  guests  wel¬ 
come.  A  sigh  of  relief  went  around 
when  he  said  that  in  the  speechmaking  no 
•one  would  be  permitted  to  talk  more  than 
three  minutes.  Too  bad  he  did  not  limit 
the  performers  in  the  same  way.  • 

One  hundred  and  seven  persons  at¬ 
tended,  amongst  whom  were  several 
spiritualists.  Very  prominent  was  IMr. 
Spangler,  who  made  himself  cjuite  a  fav¬ 
orite  by  his  jocose  manner.  He  was 
everybody’s  friend,  and  when  Ill.  Bro. 
Teale  called  for  a  committee  of  men  who 
were  not  magicians,  our  friend  Spangler 
joyously  sprang  upon  the  stage  to  find 
•out  wdiether  Teak’s  spirits  could  over¬ 
come  his  (Spangler’s)  spirits.  Eventually 
he  fell  asleep,  for  Teak  tediously  drag¬ 
ged  out  his  performance  and  pleased 
everybody — when  he  was  finished.  He 
duplicated  (after  a  manner')  the  bandage 
test  of  Cazeneuve,  which  is  known  in 
America  as  the  Anna  Eva  Fay  test-  Ill. 
Bro.  Teak  would  make  his  work  far 
more  interesting  if  he  hurried  it  along. 
He  performed  a  spirit  slate  writing  test 
and  received  a  message  from  a  dead  one 
In  Kansas  Citjn 

Among  the  other  performers  that  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  entertainment  were  Rol- 
taire,  who  handled  the  clock  trick  in  ex¬ 
cellent  style.  His  pleasing  personality 
In  time  ought  to  bring  him  into  the  front 


rank  of  the  conjurers.  Prof.  Baker,  the 
ventrilocjuist,  was  good.  iMons.  Linnett 
sang  a  coon  song  and  made  a  hit.  Miss 
Sargent  was  in  excellent  voice  and  sang  a 
lullaby.  Karkmann  presented  Selbit’s 
blocks,  then  A.  J-  Rehbein  vocalized 
some,  whereupon  T.  .Francis  Fritz 
showed  a  few  novel  pictures ;  his  comedy 
was  clean  and  good.  Ill.  Pres.  Francis 
Werner  made  more  than  good  by  work¬ 
ing  in  a  cjuick  snappy  manner.  Adrian 
Plate  presented  a  number  of  perplexing 
i  uzzks  with  coins.  He  is  exceptionally 
clever  in  this  line. 

G.  Tipson,  F.  Kline,  A-  G.  Wkring, 
J.  P.  Cannon,  Harry  Haywood  and  Kar- 
dell  also  entertained  and  so  completed  a 
most  enjoyable  night. 

Harry  Rouckre  must  possess  some 
perpetual  youth  charm,  for  an  old  bald- 
headed  man  walked  up  to  him,  and  shak¬ 
ing  hands  as  if  he  were  his  long  lost 
lu-other,  said  “Why,  Harry,  old  man  glad 
to  see  you  aeain  after  all  these  years. 
Whv,  you  and  I  went  to  school  together.” 
It  took  five  minutes  for  Rouckre  to  pull 
himself  together  again,  and  act  human. 

Pres.  Werner  handed  the  ladies  appro- 
nriate  souvenirs,  and  W.  D-  Feroy  of 
Boston  handed  some  to  the  men. 

Wilson  Bailey  and  F.  Alartinka  en¬ 
tered  into  a  short  conversation  and  some 
thought  they  were  going  on  the  stage  to 
do  a  dealers’  dance,  but  alas,  they  were 
ikterred  by  the  oresence  of  Hawkeye  Le- 
rov.  The  ladies,  with  their  company 
smiles  and  evening  gowns,  looked  charm¬ 
ing  and  thinsrs  went  along  smoothly  be¬ 
cause  everybody  was  happy. 
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The  material  for  these  articlrs  was  gathered  dur¬ 
ing  the  author's  ,  first  tour  of  Great  Britain,  and 
was  prepai'i  d  for  publication  in  book  form.  This 
was  dene  in  response  to  the  thousands  of  requests 
for  light  uiKu  the  methods  used  by  the  horde  of  imi¬ 
tators  who  sprang  up  at  that  time.  After  the  manu¬ 
script  liad  been  completed,  tiie  pressure  of  professional 
engagements  prevented  immediate  publication.  The 
text  will  now  be  printed  for  the  first  time  in  month¬ 
ly  Installments  in  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine, 
to  whose  pages  it  is  peculiarl.v  appropriate.  Headers 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the'  fact  of  its  being  pre¬ 
pared  ft.r  puldication  in  book  form  necessitates  a 
somewhat  arbitrary  and  unusual  division  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  Instalments,  but.  in  its  entirety,  this  treatise  on 
handcuff  secrets  will  be  the  most  complete  and  re¬ 
liable  volume  ever  published  on  this  unique  form 
of  mystery  and  entertainment. 

Copyright,  1000.  By  Harry  K'oudini.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 
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INSTALMENT,  NO,  9 

FRENCH  LETTER  CUFF. 

To  open  the  French  letter  lock  (.see 
figure  L,  page  268,  in  April  issue)  get 
a  strong  spring,  insert  it  between  the  two 
ends  of  the  cuff  at  BB  in  illustration  No. 
I,  which  will  keep  both  ends  on  a  tension 
all  the  time  and  gradually  move  the  let¬ 
ters  until  yon  hear  a  slight  click.  This 
you  continue  to  do,  until  all  the  letters 
forming  the  word  or  cijiher  have  been 
found,  and  then  the  lock  is  automatically 
opened  by  the  pressure  of  the  spring. 
The  finer  the  workmanship,  the  harder 
is  the  lock  to  open ;  but  I  have  never 
seen  anv  with  five  or  six  letters  that  I 


You  will  recall  that  in  the  January 
issue  I  mentioned  an  eccentric  handcufif 
performer  who  calls  himself  Kleppini. 
This  man,  wi.h  the  French  letter  lock, 
interrupted  my  engagement  with  the  Cir¬ 
cus  Corty  Althoff  in  June,  1902,  and 
brought  about  one  of  the  most  interest¬ 
ing  contests  that  ever  fell  to  my  lot. 


ILLUSTRATION  NO.  1. 

Method  of  opening  the  French  letter  lock,  strong 
spring  A,  in  place  between  both  ends  of  cuff  at  BB. 

We  were  touring  Flolland,  when  a 
friend  sent  me  a  bill  and  newspaper 


have  failed  to  open.  '  clipping,  announcing  in  huge,  fat  type 

This  mention  of  the  French  letter  cuff  that  Kleppini  was  about  to  appear  at 

reminds  me  of  one  of  the  most  exciting  Circus  Sidoli  in  Dortmund,  Germany, 

and  amusing  incidents  of  my  continental  after  returning  from  Holland,  where  he 

tour,  which  I  trust  will  interest  .my  had  defeated  the  American,  Iloudini,  at 


readers. 


his  own  game.  Kleppini  further  claimed 
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that  I  had  handcuffed  him,  only  to  see 
him  escape,  while  I  had  met  with  defeat 
when  handcuffed  by  him. 

This  was  more  than  pride  could  en¬ 
dure.  I  had  a  heated  argument  with 
my  Herr  Director^  Althoff,  who  at  first 
refused  to  allow  me  to  follow  up  Klep- 
pini  and  force  him  to  retract ;  but  when 
I  said  it  was  leave  of  absence  or  quit 
for  good,  he  yielded,  granted  me  five 
days’  leave,  and  I  left  at  once  for  Dort¬ 
mund. 


.\A,  ends  of  lock  which  in  iiinstratiou  No.  1.  are 
alluded  to  as  BB;  B,  the  shackle;  C,  the  barrel  por¬ 
tion;  D,  the  spindle  which  fits  inside  the  barrel  in 
a  movable  position;  E.  one  of  the  five  rings;  FF, 
side  view  and  enlarged  section  of  rings;  G,  one  of 
the  outside  rings  lettered;  H,  Inside  view  of  ring 
G,  showing  grooves  corresponding  to  the  letters  on 
the  outside. 

Arriving  at  Essen  a  few  miles  distant 
from  Dortmund,  and  a  town  where  I 
had  many  good  friends,  I  first  visited 
a  barber  and  had  him  glue  a  false 
mustache  on  my  lip  and  so  fix  my  hair 
that  I  looked  like  an  old  man.  Then  with 
my  small  grip  filled  with  “handcuff- 
king-defeaters,”  I  was  off  to  Dortmund 
and  the  circus,  where  I  found  the  at¬ 
tendance  very  light. 

Kleppini  ajipeared,  making  his  speech 
in  which  he  claimed  to  have  defeated 


me.  Instantly  I  was  on  my  feet,  crying 
“Nicht  wahr,”  meaning  “Not  true.”  He 
asked  how  I  knew  this,  and  I  said  I 
was  in  the  know,  whereupon  he  finally 
offered  to  wager  that  he  was  right.  With 
that,  I  took  a  flying  leap  of  twenty-two 
feet  downwards  to  the  center  of  the 
ring  or  menage,  as  it  is  called  in  Ger¬ 
many,  aiibkcried,  “You  say  I  am  not  tel¬ 
ling  the  truth.  Well,  look !  I  am  Hou- 
dini !” 

During  the  controversy  which  fol¬ 
lowed  I  told  Kleppini  and  his  manager 
what  honest  folk  thought  of  performers 
and  managers  who  employed  mislead¬ 
ing  and  untruthful  advertising  matter; 
and  I  offered  5,000  marks  if  Kleppini 
would  let  me  handcuff  him.  Also  I  of¬ 
fered  to  escape  from  his  Chinese  pillory. 
He  tried  to  evade  the  issue,  saying  he 
would  look  me  up  later,  but  I  insisted 
that  he  deposit  the  money  before  he  start¬ 
ed,  as  I  had  mine  with  me. 

Herr  Director  Sidoli  refused  to  make 
good  his  advertisements  and  to  back 
Kleppini  for  the  sum  mentioned,  so  I 
returned  to  my  seat  and  the  audience  left 
the  circus  building  in  droves,  disgusted 
by  the  misrepresentations. 

The  next  morning,  June  18th,  Herr 
Reuter,  business  manager  of  the  circus, 
came  to  my  hotel  with  a  proposition  that 

should  engage  myself  one  night  for  a 
duel  with  Kleppini,  which  I  refused. 
Herr  Reutter  then  asked  me  whether  I 
would  handcuff  Kleppini  if  the  latter 
challenged  me,  and  I  replied  that  this  I 
would  certainly  do.  So  he  begged  me  to 
remain  one  day  longer,  not  allowing  any 
one  to  know  of  my  presence  in  town, 
however.  As  I  had  been  working  stead¬ 
ily  since  leaving  New  York,  I  was  in 
sad  need  of  rest,  so  I  waited  all  day  in 
my  room,  having  all  meals  sent  to  me. 
On  the  morning  of  June  19th  I  arose 
with  the  lark — to  face  huge  bills  an- 
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nouncing:  “Houdini  challenged  and  will 
appear  at  the  Circus  Ceasur  Sidoli  this 
evening.  Kleppini  will  allow  himself  to 
be  handcuffed  and  will  immediately  free 
himself.” 

I  was  more  amused  than  angry.  I 
simply  polished  my  various  handcuffs, 
oiled  the  mechanism  and  waited. 

Kleppini  sent  far  me.  I  refused  to 
go  to  him.  He  called  at  the  hotel.  I 
would  not  receive  him.  Manager  Reut¬ 
ter  then  came  to  me  and  asked  me  what 
cuffs  I  intended  to  lock  on  his  star.  I 
said  he  was  at  liberty  to  choose  the  cuff 
to  be  used  and  pointed  to  the  twelve 
cuffs  laid  out  for  his  inspection. 


Engelberto  Kleppini 

There  was  one  pair  of  French  letter 
cuffs  that  caught  his  fancy,  and  I  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  examine  them  closely. 
Reutter  then  inquired  in  a  peculiar  tone 
as  if  feigning  indifference:  “What  let¬ 
ters  or  word  opens  this  cuff?” 


I  perceived  his  trick  at  once  and  se¬ 
curing  his  promise  that  he  would  not 
tell  Kleppini,  I  replied  “Clefs,”  which 
means  keys.  At  the  same  time  I  showed 
him  just  how  to  work  them.  He  fell 
into  the  trap  and  asked  me  whether  he 
might  take  these  cuffs  for  Herr  Direc¬ 
tor  Sidoli  to  examine  them  before  the 
performance,  and  I  told  him  he  was 
quite  at  liberty  to  do  so,  provided  they 
were  not  shown  to  Kleppini.  This  prom¬ 
ise  also  was  given,  and  he  departed, 
keeping  the  cuffs  in  his  possession  four 
hours.  Oi  course  I  knew  that  during 
this  time,  Kleppini  was  familiarizing 
himself  with  the  cuffs,  but  I  still  had  a 
trick  up  my  own  sleeve. 

That  night  at  the  circus,  I  occupied  a 
box  seat  and  when  Kleppini  threw  out 
his  daring  challenge  I  entered  the  ring 
with  my  bag  of  cuffs.  I  said  that  I 
had  no  objection  to  his  advertising  his 
willingness  to  let  me  handcuff  him,  but 
I  did  object  to  his  stating  he  could  get 
out  until  he  had  made  good.  The  au¬ 
dience  was  with  me,  and  I  told  him  to 
lake  his  choice  of  the  twelve  cuffs.  As 
I  anticipated,  he  sprang  like  a  tiger  on 
the  French  letter  cuff.  He  had  taken  ' 
them  closed,  and  ran  with  feverish 
haste  into  his  cabinet.  He  remained 
within  about  three  minutes,  whereupon 
I  cried :  “Ladies  and  gentlemen,  do  not 
let  him  tell  you  that  the  cuffs  have  been 
locked.  They  are  open.  He  will  re¬ 
turn  and  say  he  opened  them.” 

This  brought  him  out  of  lijs  cabinet, 
waving  the  cuffs  like  a  crazy  man  and 
crying  “I  will  open  these  cuff's.  I  dial- 
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leiige  Houdini  to  lock  them  on  me.  Til 
show  him  that  it  is  ns  Germans  who 
lead  the  world.” 

As  he  had  tried  the  cuffs  in  the  cabi¬ 
net,  he  was  posi  ive  that  he  could  beat 
tltem.  And  I  was  just  as  positive  that 
the  opposite  conditions'  would  prevail, 
tie  now  started  to  goad  me  into  lock¬ 
ing  them  on  cjuickly,  pressing  me  all 
over  the  circus.  So  violent  were  my 
efiforts  that  my  heart  beat  like  a  trip 
hammer  and  my  face  turned  pale  from 
exertion.  From  this  Kleppini  gathered 
that  I  thought  myself  even  then  defeat¬ 
ed.  So  he  walked  to  the  center  of  the 
ring,  with  the  handcuffs  locked  upon 
him  and  cried ;  “After  I  open  these 
handcuffs,  I  will  allow  Madame  Klep¬ 
pini  to  open  them.  She  is  very  clever 
in  this  branch  of  work,  and  she  will 
open  them  in  five  seconds.” 

I  smiled  grimly  and  took  the  floor. 

“Ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  can  all  go 
home.  I  do  not  lock  a  cuff  on  a  man, 
nterely  to  let  him  escape.  If  he  tries 
this  cuff  until  doom’s  day,  he  cannot 
open  it.  To  prove  this,  though  the  reg¬ 
ular  closing  time  of  the  circus  is  10:30, 

1  will  allow  him  to  remain  here  until 

2  :30.” 

He  went  into  his  cabinet  at  9  o’clock. 
When  the  big  ballet  feature  came  on  at 
9:30,  he  was  not  ready.  At  ii,  almost 
the  entire  audience  had  gone,  and  Klep¬ 
pini  was  still  in  his  cabinet.  Herr  Di¬ 
rector  Sidoli  became  enraged  and  in¬ 
structed  his  servants  to  “out  with  Klep¬ 
pini,”  and  they  lifted  the  cabinet  up 
bodily  and  threw  it  over.  Kleppini  ran 
like  a  hunted  animal  into  the  mana¬ 


ger’s  dressing  room.  The  rest  of  the 
show  migh:  have  gone  on,  but  the  audi¬ 
ence  rose  as  a  man  and  went  out. 

At  midnight,  by  which  time  I  had  left 
my  place  in  the  box  and  was  standing 
guard  over  the  dressing  room  door,  I 
permitted  Madame  Kleppini  to  join  her 
husband  at  his  request.  About  i  o’clock, 
the  manager  asked  Kleppini  if  he  would 
give  up  and  Kleppini  begged  me  to  en¬ 
ter  the  rcom  and  release  him,  which  I 
refused  to  do  without  witnesses.  We 
then  sent  for  the  Herr.  Director  Sidoli, 
Herr  Reutter  and  a  reporter.  At  last 
Kleppini  said  he  had  the  word  “Clefs,” 
and  I  laughed. 

“You  are  wrong.  If  you  want  to 
know  the  word  which  opens  the  lock,  it 
is  just  what  you  are — fraud.” 

And  with  this  I  grabbed  his  hands, 
quickly  turned  the  letters  till  they  spelled 
fraud,  and  as  they  fell  into  their  respec¬ 
tive  places,  he  was  freed. 

The  locks,  you  see,  were  changeable, 
and  it  required  only  a  short  moment  for 
■me  to  change  the  word.  WTen  he  went 
into  the  cabinet,  he  tried  the  cuff  and  it 
responded  to  the  word  “Clefs.”  While 
locking  them  on  him,  I  changed  the 
word  to  fraud,  and  he,  even  with  his 
eagle  eye,  failed  to  recognize  that  he  had 
been  trapped. 

The  next  day,  however,  being  a  boast¬ 
ful  man  and  unwilling  to  acknowledge 
defeat,  he  actually  circulated  bills  stat¬ 
ing  that  he  had  defeated  Houdini  and 
won  5,000  marks;  but  the  newspapers, 
guyed  him  unmercifully  and  published 
the  true  facts. 

{To  he  continued.') 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  an3'where.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


Hotel  Putnam 

The  City  Magical  Company 

MA.MUFACTURERS  OF 

(Opposite  Madison  Square  Garden) 

FOURTH  AVE.  AND  26tti  STREET  NEW  YORK  CITY 

IHadical  JIpparatus 

1,  Amersham  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 

A  New  Hotel  with  all  modern 
improvements,  centrally  located. 
European  Plan.  ::  :: 

Everything  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic,  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter  &c.  Applications  for-Eists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

We  Kave  tHe  Latest  European  Novelties 

Manager:  Mr.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  I.  M  C. 

Rooms  $1.00  per  day. 

With  Bath  $1.50  p2r  day  and  upwards 

Grand  Opera  House 

Under  the  personal  management 
of  the  owner,  Mr.  Harry  Davis 

Cafe  and  Restaurant  Unsurpasserl 

Reasonable  Prices 

Pittsburg’s  (Penna.)  only  Continuous 
Performance 

Orchestra  Music 

VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE. 

Special  Rates  to  the  Profession 

A  Place  of  Sheer  Throughout  the  .Year. 

Always  a  Good  Show. 

SAMUEL  GLANTZ  N.  J.  WEISX 

Proprietor  Managei 

Presenting  the  Highest  ClaSSActs  of  America  ■ 
and  Europe 

Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering!  all  Advertisements 
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THeodore  Hardeen 

The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 


Route  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jin^er  Sr  Bauer.  50  Rupert  St.,  London,  IV. 


NOW  READY 


iSpecial  L^ist  of  Elntirely  New  BooKs 
Conjuring  and  Kindred 
Stxb  jects 

Also  List  Nn.  41  of  3^0  decided  bar- 
‘  gains  in  Maafical  Apparatus.  Both 
lists  sent  on  receipt  of  a  two  cent 
stamp  Catalogue  free.  Professional 
catalogue  170  pages.  750  tricks.  20c. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

176  Ontario  St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

48  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  :  :  :  Miss  Pauline  Cook 


Magic  List,  Appendix,  Etc,  i  oc. 

Large  lllust,  BooK  Catalogue  in  Preparation. 

We  keep  every  Trick,  Magic  Book  or  Paper  for 
Sale.  Selbits  “  Magic  Bricks,  ”  Stage  Size,  $8.00 

W.  D.  Leroy,  103  Court  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


New  Lessons  in  Sleight  of  Hand  Tricks 

Both  sexes  made  experts  by  mail 


.ADDRESS  : 

Irthn  7imm0r  borie  avexue 

^  O  fin  ^^irfirne  If  Xorth  Philadelphia,  Pa 


1621  Broadway,  (Dept,  4,)  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


New  Catalogue  Lists  and  Bargain  Sheets  for  Stamp. 


AN  EXPOSE  OF  CRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 


exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her¬ 
ald  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoling  this  book. 
Best  cf  its  kind  ever  presented.” 

Price  Twentyfive  cents. 

Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 

373  West  nsth  Street  Xew  York 

or  THEO.  HARD  SEN  30  Rupert  St  W. 

Care  of  Anger  &  Bauer,  London,  England 


JUST  OUT 


New  Lists  will  be  s2nt 
H  R  E  E 


Large  catalogue  listing  the  latest  and  best  trichs 
15  cents. 


BAILEY  (El  TRIPP  CO., 


Box  410 


Cambridgeport,  Mass. 


Kindlv  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magaiine  when  answering  advertisemen 


The  Electric  Wizard ! 

The  Famous  Bloodless  Surgeon  ! 
The  Record  Breaker 

Playing  the  Leading  Halls  and  Theatres  in  Great  Britian  to  overflow  houses 

America  Shortly 


Head  Office: 

163  Blackfriars  Road, 

LONDON,  S.  E. 

London  Agent :  Cablegrams 

nR.  HARRY  DAY,  THE  PIONEER  “BODlEISfl”  London 


The  British  Barnum 
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Cable  Address  :  “ Avengnient,  London. 
Telephone  No.  1919  Gerrard 


Llenibers  T.  V.  and  C.  A.  A. 


ANGER  &  BAUER 


AGENTS  FOR 


Enolisb,  Hmedcan  anb  Continental  Uanet'e  Hrtistes 

50  RUPERT  STREET,  W. 


Hnglish  and  Continental  Representatives  for 
Messrs.  A.  Boniinici  and  Kran.^  li.  FiUis’s  Enterprises  in  South  Africa. 


LONDON,  ENG 


Marry  Day 


1., 


THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  anygoo.l  Act,  l\Iagic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  t;ie  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  3  0U  do,  and  how  much  yon  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arundb  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


ir 


Manhattan  Detective  Agency, 

OPPOSITE  METROPOLITJiN  OPERJI  HOUSE 
1^10  Broadway,  Cornier  3QtB  Street 

Thirty-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines  of 
detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  i  n  criminal 
and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  Mercantile  Houses,  Factories’  Corpora- 
ions,  Lawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 
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WANTEDi 


information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
speak  with  authority  of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  to  give  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  always  solicited.  \\  henever 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

We  want  a  photo  of  every  'magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
compile  a  Magicians^  Encyclopedia. 

Address:  Conjtirers*  MontHly  Magazine 

27S  W.  llStK  Si.,  New  YorK 


^OTE:  JIny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns* 
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la  the  future  we  intend  to  have  a  professional  card 
column,  for  which  we  will  charge  a  very  low  rate.  Cards 
will  only  be  accepted  for  at  least  a  six  months’  run.  Cost 
to  be  $3  semi  annually  and  $5  annually,  payable  in  advahce  for  space  of  one  inch.  The  rate  for  this  column 
has  nothing  to  do  with  our  usual  advertising  rates,  being  simply  a  special  inducement  f:»r  our  regular  sub¬ 
scribers. 


CLINTON  BURQLSS 

Champion  Stage  Card.  M anipulator  of  Jimerica 

Open  for  engagements  for  clubs,  parties  and  parlor 
entertainments 

163  St.  Nicholas  Ave.,  N.  Y.  City 

T.  ROY  BARNES 

That  Fanny  Mysterious  Boy 

In  his  neat  Comedy  Creation  “I’ll  explain  it  again  ” 
Booked  solid  and  al\va3-s  leaves  them  laughing 
Per.  Address',  Conjurers'  Magazine  : 

278  West  113th  Street,  New  York. 

BERT  KILBY 

The  Mysterious  Entertainer 

Presenting  the  latest  of  the  newest  tricks 

New  Britain,  Ccnn. 

Prof.  NATHU  MANCHACHAND 

The  Great  Indian  M agician 
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takes 'notice  of  the  plodder,  and  as  a  re¬ 
ward  smiles  on  him. 

^  ^ 

A  reputation  is  not  made  over  night ! 
So,  when  you  meet  some  poor  lone  ma¬ 
gician,  struggling  up  the  rough  road, 
don’t  pass  him  by  with  a  quick  nod,  or 
ignore  him  entirely,  but  give  him  a  glad 
handshake,  and  cheer  him  up.  If  he 
ever  becomes  successful  he  will  remem¬ 
ber  your  manly  greeting,  and  may  in 
some  way  or  other  show  yon  tliat  he  has 
not  forgotten  the  oldtime  days. 

4c  :(c  4c 


The  entire  contents  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Magazine  are  protected  by  copyright  and  must  not  he 
reproduced  either  wholly  or  iu  part  without  per- 

mlaslon. 


The  magazine  Is  for  sale  by  all  reputable  dealers 
of  conjuring  apparatus.  A  limited  number  of  back 
Issues  can  be  secured  at  ten  cents  each,  by  ad¬ 
dressing  the  publication  oSice,  as  above. 


We  wish  to  call  our  readers’  attention 
to  our  Barter  and  Exchange  Column. 
It  has  been  a  big  success  and  a  source  of 
benefit  to  all  who  have  utilized  it. 

4c  4c  4c 


Foreign  representatives — London,  England,  Theo 
Hardeen,  care  Anger  &  Bauer,  50  Rupert  street,  W. ; 
Moscow,  Russia,  T.  Bolin;  Vienna,  Austria,  Ottokar 
Fischer;  Teheran,  Persia,  James  Leahman. 


Contributions  on  all  topics  of  interest  to  magi¬ 
cians  are  welcomed.  When  payment  Is  expected,  the 
price  must  be  marked  plainly  on  the  manuscript; 
otherwise  it  will  be  regarded  as  complimentary.  No 
manuscripts  returned  unless  accompanied  by  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope. 


VoL.  I.  JUNE  1907  No.  10 

William  Smith,  known  as  Carl  Leber t, 
a  conjurer,  committed  suicide  in  Lon¬ 
don  because  he  was  unable  to  pave  his 
way  along  the  strenuous  pathway  of  life. 
Just  think  of  it !  This  seems  to  be  about 
the  first  record  we  have  of  a  magician 
making  his  life  disappear.  We  heard  of 
a  magician  murderer  who  killed  his 
sweetheart  and  then  shot  himself,  but 
for  a  conjurer  to  deliberately  make  ’way 
with  himself  is  something  new.  There 
is  always  room  on  top  for  conjurers, 
but  you  must  have  a  good  stout  heart, 
and  never  know  the  word  fail.  But 
then  we  are  not  all  constituted  alike,  and 
whilst  some  of  us  fall  by  the  wayside, 
failures,  others  go  right  ahead  for  the 
simple  reason  they  do  not  know  that 
they  are  defeated,  and  fate  eventually 


We  are  now  commencing  to  work  on 
our  first  anniversary  number.  Have 
you  thought  of  advertising?  This  will 
be  the  best  opportunity  of  having  your 
advertisement  placed  in  such  a  position 
that  it  will  be  kept  for  future  refer¬ 
ence. 

4=  4:  4: 

In  soliciting  your  advertisement,  we 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  do  not  seek  your  money 
without  giving  you  full  value  for  it. 
Our  monthly  circulation  is  now  greater 
than  all  the  other  conjurer’s  monthlies 
combined  and  then  some  more.  Our 
anniversary  edition  will  be  the  largest 
edition  so  far  printed  and  it  will  be  an 
edition  that  will  long  be  remembered, 
and  forever  referred  to.  Lor  that  issue 
we  will  have  a  special  rate  for  your 
half-tone  and  business  advertisement. 
Think  it  over,  and  do  yourself  a  favor 
by  advertising  with  us. 

V  y  ^ 

Always  bear  in  mind  that  we  are  a 
paper  for  the  craft  and  not  for  the 
graft. 
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harry  Hoa 


T  Proper PlaceImThe^ 

mSTORY/ 


In  this  series  of  articles,  it  is  my  intention  to 
correct  many  errors  regarding  the  history  of  magic 
which  have  existed  in  the  public  mind  since  “The 
Life  of  Robert  Houdin”  was  issued.  In  such  endeavor, 
necessarily,  I  have  introduced  references  to  Houdin 's 
contemporaries  and  to  magicians  who  preceded  him 
which  will  make  the  series,  when  finished,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  history  of  magic  from  16S0  to  the  present 
day.  In  order  to  prove  my  statements,  it  is  also  ne¬ 
cessary  to  wander  frequently  from  the  central  figure, 
Houdin,  but  though  some  instalments  may  not  pre¬ 
sent  the  name  of  Houdin.  the  facts  presented  will. 
In  the  course  of  the  history’s  development,  be  found 
to  have  direct  bearing  on  his  life  and  work.  In 
taking  issue  with  those  generally  accepted  as  au¬ 
thorities,  I  am  actuated  only  by  a  desire  to  set  be¬ 
fore  the  world  of  magic,  the  true  facts  as  ascertained 
by  me  during  years  of  earnest  investigation  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  to  do  justice  to  those  who  pre¬ 
ceded  Houdin  and  to  whom  he  owed  a  greater  debt 
than  he  set  forth  in  his  autobiography. 

Copyright,  190C.  By  Harry  Houdlnl.  -  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 


INSTALLMENT  NO.  X. 

AUTOMATA. 

Co>ntinued. 

Fawkes  and  Pinchbeck,  Real  Inventors  of 
the  Orange. Tree. 

Fawkes  and  Pinchbeck  are  unques¬ 
tionably  two  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
picturesque  figures  in  the  history  of 
magic.  As  a  “team,”  if  the  current  the¬ 
atrical  term  may  be  so  applied  to  their 
eighteenth  century  partnership,  they 
were  perhaps  the  most  important  work¬ 
ers  in  magic  old  and  new. 

While  these  two  men  presented  one 
of  the  finest  repertoires  of  tricks  ever  of¬ 


fered  on  the  stage,  they  are  particularly 
worthy  of  extended  space  in  this  series 
of  articles,  because  they  presented  dur¬ 
ing  their  partnership  a  marvelous  apple 
tree,  which  grew  and  bore  fruit  before 
the  very  eyes  of  their  audiences,  which 
trick  Robert-Houdin  115  years  later, 
calmly  claimed  as  his  own  invention,  un¬ 
der  the  title  of  “The  Orange  Tree.” 

Very  little  of  the  personal  history  of 
Fawkes  can  be  traced.  He  was  a 
sleight-of-hand  worker,  the  magician  of 
the  team,  and  probably  snrang  from  ob¬ 
scure  parentage,  but  Pinchbeck  was  a 
man  of  parts,  a  noted  inventor  and  mech¬ 
anician  whose  life-history  is  more  easily 
followed.  The  two  men  probably  met  at 
the  Bartholomew  Fair,  and  once  they 
joined  forces,  they  became  the  premier 
entertainers  of  their  time,  each  supplying 
what  the  other  lacked.  They  died  with¬ 
in  a  year  of  each  other,  Fawkes  in  1731 
and  Pinchbeck  in  1732,  leaving  magic  the 
richer  for  their  clever  contributions. 

The  following  brief  biographical 
sketch  of  Christopher  Pinchbeck  is  taken 
from  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biog- 
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raphy,  A'ol.  XLV.,  edited  by  Sidney  Lee 
and  published  in  1896  by  Smith,  Elder 
&  Co.,  15  \Vaterl<rr>  Place,  London. 


and  inventor  of  the  copper  and  zinc  alloy 
called  after  his  name.  The  family  prob¬ 
ably  sprang  from  Pinchbeck,  a  town  in 


Christopher  rinchheck,  Sr.  Born  1070 — died  17.32. 

This  is  the  oldest  and  rarest  authentic  mezzotint  in  the  world,  pertaining  to  the  history  of  magic. 

(From  the  Harry  Houdini  collection). 

“Christopher  Pinchbeck  was  born  Lincolnshire.  He  invented  and  made  the 
about  1670,  possibly  in  Clerkenwell,  Lon-  famous  astronomico-musical  clock.  In 
don.  Died  1732.  He  was  a  clockmaker  Appleby’s  Weekly  Journal  of  July  8th, 
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1/21,  it  was  announced  that  ‘Christ'bpher  plain,  for  tlie  exact  indication  of  the 
Pinchbeck,  inventor  and  maker  af 'the  '*  time^^ only,  as  astronomical,  for  showing 
astronomico-musical  clock  is  removed  the  various  motions  and  phenomena  of 
from  St.  George’s  Court,  (now  Albion’s  planets  and  fixed  stars.’  ^Mention  is 
Place)  to  the  sign  of  the  '‘Astronomico-  also  made  of  musical  automata  in  imita- 


Christopher  Pinchbeck,  Jr.  Born  about  1710? — died  17S3. 

This  mezzotint  besides  being  verv  rare  is  regarded  as  a  valuable  addition  to  the  world  of  art.  being  the 
outcome  of  the  combined  efforts  of  Cunningham,  the  great  designer  and  William  Humphrey,  the  famous 

portrait  etcher.  (From  the  Harry  Houdini  collection). 

Musical  Clock”  in  Fleet  Street,  near  the  tion  of  singing  birds  and  barrel  organs 
Leg  Tavern.  He  maketh  and  selleth  for  churches,  as  among  Pinchbeck’s 
watches  of  all  sorts  and  clocks,  as  well  manufactures.  The  advertisement  is  sur- 
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mounted  by  a  woodcut,  representing  an 
astronomical  clock  of  elaborate  construc¬ 
tion  with  several  dials. 

“Pinchbeck  was  in  the  habit  of  exhib¬ 
iting  collections  of  his  automata  at  fairs, 
sometimes  in  conjunction  with  a  juggler 
named  Fawkes  and  he  entitled  his  stall 
‘The  Temple  of  the  Muses,’  ‘Grand 
Theatre  of  the  Muses,’  or  ‘Multum  in 
Parvo.’  The  Daily  Journal  of  August 
27th,  1729,  announced  that  the  Prince 
and  Princess  of  Wales  went  to  the 
Bartholomew  Fair  to  see  his  exhibition 
and  there  are  ‘brief  advertisements  in 
The  Daily  Post  of  June  12th,  1729,  and 
the  Daily  Journal  of  August  22nd,  and 
23rd,  1729.  There  is  still  a  large  broad¬ 
side  in  the  British  Museum  (1850  c. 
10-17)  headed  ‘Multum  in  Parvo,’  relat¬ 
ing  to  Pinchbeck’s  exhibition,  with  a 
blank  left  for  place  and  date,  evidently 
intended  for  use  as  a  poster.  He  died 
November  i8th,  1732;  was  buried  No¬ 
vember  2ist,  in  St.  Dunstan’s  Church, 
Fleet  Street. 

“In  a  copy  of  the  Gentlemen’s  Maga¬ 
zine,  printed  in  1732,  page  10S3,  there 
is  an  engraved  portrait  by  I.  Faber,  after 
a  painting  by  Isaac  Wood,  a  reproduction 
of  which  appears  in  ‘Britten’s  Clock  and 
Watch  Maker,’  page  122.  His  will, 
dated  Nov.  loth,  1732,  was  proved  in 
London  on  November  i8th. 

“Edward  Pinchbeck,  eldest  son  of 

Christopher,  was  born  in  1713  and  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  his  father’s  business,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  an  advertisement  in  the  Daily 
Post,  Nov.  27th,  1732,  in  which  it  is  an¬ 
nounced  that  ‘the  toys  made  of  the  late 
ingenious  Mr.  Pinchbeck’s  curious  metal 
are  now  sold  only  by  his  son  and  sole 
executor,  Mr.  Edward  Pinchbeck.’ 
This  settles  the  question  as  to  this  in¬ 
vention  of  Pinchbeck  the  elder  which  is 
sometimes  attributed  to  Christopher 
Pinchbeck,  Jr.  Another  of  Edw.  Pinch¬ 


beck’s  long  advertisements  appears  in 
the  Daily  Post  of  July  nth,  1733-  Both 
indicate  the  great  variety  of  articles  in 
which  he  dealt.  He  was  baptized  at  St. 
Dunstan’s  church  on  April  7th,  1738, 
when  his  age  was  25.  No  date  of  his 
death  is  recorded. 

“Christopher,  second  son  of  Christo¬ 
pher  Pinchbeck  the  elder,  was  born  about 
1710  and  possessed  great  mechanical  in¬ 
genuity.  He  was  a  member,  and  at  one 
time  president,  of  the  Smeatonian  So¬ 
ciety,  the  precursor  of  the  Institu'ion  of 
Civil  Engineers.  In  1762  he  devised  a 
self-acting  pneumatic  brake  for  prevent¬ 
ing  accidents  to  the  men  employed  in 


I  At  YOUNcq  Gre^t-Reom,  tie  Cnrnef  of 
r  Mall,  lie  Hay-Maike't,  is  to  be  feett  The  ^ 

r  Grand  Theatbk  of  the  MUSLS,  ^ 

\  :  .finiffdhy  Mr.  CUB  i.CK,  i 

1  wonderful  Machine  is  the  Aftonifli-  ! 

■  ro«m  of  aU  that  fecit,  tlie  Magnificence  of  iisSto.c-  i 
t  ttiie,  iheDelicacy  of  the  Painting  Sculptute,  and  the  1 
i  great  vatkiy  of  moving  Pigntti  ro..k»s  it  the  mott  {tit-  j 
priliog  Piece  of  Att  that  has  cve^  yet  appear'd  in  Europe. 

It  ttprefeiir*  al.andfcape,  with  a  view  of  the  Sea.  leimina'  I 
^tingitffenBbljr  at  Hvail  Diaanc'e;  With  Ships  failing,  ply  W  . 

»'  .sdwatfi,  doubling  Capes,  and  diminiihieg  by  destees 
eifappear.  Swans  in  a  River  filiiing  and  pluming 

|ia«^»lclves  •,  Duck  Hum  iag  to  Perfcflion,  aou  gteat  vatictv 
pafeitlrer  Mot  ions  Likewift  another  beauf.fal  Kfiore,  rs-  i 
&jK«i«iog  Okpheos  in  a  forcS  playing, among  tbeBcafts-  i 
!  fiere  the  very  T  ees,  as  well  as  Biuiei,  ate  fecn  to  move  i 
as  if  ammaied  and  compeli*d  by  the  Harmony  of  his  Haip! 

It  ailoperfornisonfeverallafltuinentigteat  vatktyofinofi: 

exetUent  Pieces  of  Mufiefe  compos’d  by  Mr.  aAS»Er,  .Co-  p 
RELL!,  Aleikohi,  Bos'ORcisi. and  o: her  ceiebtated  M/iterr,  S 
withfuch  wonderful  Exadnefs,  that  Icarce  -any  Hand  can  V 
equaJ.  It  lifetwife  imitates  ibc  fweetttatmoRy  of  any  Avi¬ 
ary  ofSirdSywhereia  the  tefpeftive  Notes  of  theKkhtin- 
gale,  Woodlaik, Cuckoo,  &c.aie  performed  to  fo  great  a  A 
Retfeaion,  as  not  to  be  diflingoidird  fromHasute  it  fdf. 

With  fcvetal  othergiand  Pexforravucet  too  tedious  tomco-  ' 
non.  Pikes  ys.  as.  6d.  and  i  s,-  To  be  feea  from  to  N 
Night,  by  twO{  or  more,  without  \i 
lofs  tf  Time.  . 

Nate,  This  curious  Machine  will  be  removed  in  a  few  ^ 

\Days  neitt  Oooi  but  one  to  the  Ug  Tavern  la  Fleetftieet.V 

- — - - - -  '  IS;,', 

Clipping  from  the  London  Dail.v  “Post”  of  Nov. 
30.  1728,  about  Christopher  Pinchbeck  before  he  bad 
joined  Fawkes,  in  which  be  Is  advertised  as  giving 
the  entire  performance.  (From  the  Harry  Houdini 
collection) . 

working  wheel  cranes.  In  the  Gentle¬ 
men’s  Magazine  of  June,  1765,  page  296, 
it  is  recorded  that  Messrs.  Pinchbeck  and 
Norton  had  made  a  complicated  astro¬ 
nomical  clock  for  the  Queen’s  House, 
some  of  the  calculations  of  the  wheel 
having  been  made  by  James  Eerguson, 
the  astronomer.  There  is  no  proof  that 
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Pinchbeck  and  Norton  were  ever  in 
partnership  and  there  are  now  two 
clocks  answering  to  the  description  at 
Buckingham  Palace,  one  by  Pinchbeck, 
with  four  dials  and  of  a  very  complicated 
construction  and  another  by  Norton. 

‘Tinchbeck  took  out  three  patents,  the 
first  (No.  892)  granted  in  1768,  was  for 
an  improved  candlestick  with  a  spring 
socket  for  holding  the  candle  firmly,  and 
an  arrangement  whereby  the  candle  al¬ 
ways  occupied  an  upright  position,  how¬ 
ever  the  candlestick  might  be  held.  In 
1768  (patent  No.  899)  he  patented  his 
nocturnal  remembrancer,  a  series  of  tab¬ 
lets  with  notches,  to  serve  as  guides  for 
writing  in  the  dark.  His  snuffers  (No. 
1,119)  patented  in  1776,  continued  to  be 
made  in  Birmingham  until  the  last  forty 
years  or  so,  when  snuffers  began  to  go 
out  of  use.  In  1774  he  presented  to 
the  Society  of  Arts,  a  model  of  a  plough 
for  mending  roads.  Pinchbeck’s  name 
first  appears  in  the  London  directory  in 
1778  Avhen  it  replaced  that  of  Richard 
Pinchbeck,  tovman,  of  wdiom  nothing  is 
recorded. 

“Christopher  Pinchbeck,  Jr.,  was  held 
in  considerable  esteem  by  George  III., 
and  he  figures  in  Wilkes’  London  Mu- 
.seum  (ii-33)  in  1770  in  the  list  of  the 
party  who  called  themselves  the  King’s 
friends.  He  died  ^larch  17,  1783,  aged 
73,  and  was  buried  in  St.  IMarfin’s-in- 
the-Fields.  His  will,  which  was  very 
■curious,  is  printed  in  full  in  The  Horo>- 
logical  Journal  of  November,  1895-  One 
•of  his  daughters  married  William  Hebb, 
who  was  described  as  ‘son-in-law  and 
successor  of  the  late  Air.  Pinchbeck  at 
his  shop  in  Cockspur  Street’  (imprinted 
on  Pinchbeck’s  portrait)  whose  son, 
Christopher  Henry  Hebb  (1772-1861) 
practised  as  a  surgeon  in  Worcester. 
There  is  in  existence  a  portrait  of  Chris¬ 
topher  Pinchbeck,  the  younger,  by  Cun¬ 


ningham,  engraved  by  W.  Humphrey. 

The  Pinchbecks,  father  and  son,  were 
by  no  means  the  inventors  of  the  astro¬ 
nomical  clocks,  though  they  introduced 
many  improvements  and  novelties.  Writ¬ 
ing  in  1803,  Charles  Hutton,  in  Vol.  II 
of  his  translations  of  Ozanam  and  Mont- 
ucla,  says,  in  regard  to  the  famous  clock- 
makers,  that  in  the  fourteenth  century 
James  Dondi  constructed  for  the  city  of 
Padua  a  clock  which  was  regarded  as 
the  wonder  of  its  day.  It  represented 
the  motion  of  the  sun,  moon  and  nlanets, 
and  pointed  out  the  different  festivals  of 
the  year. 


r  Theatre, 

In  Jamp-lireet,  near  ihg  Bay-market, 

ike  faff Emertamments :  ' 
viilLOId  Diverting  and  IncomparaDle 

N\  B.  Jn  pardcalit  li;  aafn  *  Tree  so  grow  op  h  a 

&C0(A  Ws  FiR-ous  fetle  Post uRcMArTEn.. 

movTr.g  PK,ret 

yjwh,  XheVEBSTtas  Machisb,  bSiinthc  fin-'}  Pi'css  •• 


T<»  tuc  iJiercaii.  ana  iifcmic  •  Pawiv oC{>»^  • 

tw:^ajMMfias!nsI-ighcatf),!sRirB,g5  the  biaut.ful 
Hcrx.„  a:  his  ai  ii.  a  fine  r 

Kalfi>,,-£[>r£&i„ca,  witli  Ship  under  Sait,  as  thoTtV-rA 
hljto  JXSance;  oehers  !a  near  tfwt  their  ShaWfe  ,r<  ' 

tUeWattr,  ai4.Bthe.»pan,bj  any  Kirt,  Cafttc, 
tash,  other  «,th  Ae.r  OMttt.  the  Kcport  »nd£cchhrf  ' 

litarUiv  htii-d  as  rht;  from  tfie  real  Places  ificr  anf-e^r  to  '  ' 

I  very  Wees  are  difliwot  Pre'WiV  ' 

this  VV.ck  wia  be.  r.Vfcntcd  the  Cat 

b  “’1 9””^  Genoauv. 

Is.  The  Aattvejip'm  Erahant  in 
IJl.  The  City  «'{  Grairf  Cairn  in  Egypt. 

■  iV  TKt  Ciiy  of  Aigicis  in  Africa. 

Beginning  erep  Evening  prccifely  at  Six  o’  Clock,  ' 

,  -Ek  as-  -Mladic  Places  IS.  Upper  6 d. 

And  that  liw  Ontipaijj.  nuy  not  be  inc.->mm.)i!eJ  ,»  rii  fold  -t  » 

«  Cownvaitees  to  keep  the  Houfeverv  Warm.  '  > ' 

Ni'ic,  Gcmteineu  and  lad  es  may  have  a  private  Pcrlotma:  cc 
£ivn^  Jvoiiie  the  Nrght  bcioic,  ■  ’ 


Advertisement  cut  from  the  LondDii  Daily  “Post" 
of  1730,  before  the  death  of  the  senior  Fawkes, 
which  shows  that  he  had  on  his  program,  “He  causes 
a  Tree  to  grow  up  in  a  Flower-pot  upon  the  Table 
which  will  blow  and  bear  ripe  Fruit,  in  a  Minute’s 
Time.”  (From  the  Harry  Iloudini  collection.) 

For  this  he  secured  the  surname  of 
“Florologio,”  which  was  handed  down 
to  his  posterity.  Some  time  later  Wil¬ 
liam  Zaladin  constructed  a  clock  for  the 
same  city  that  was  still  more  complex. 
It  was  repaired  in  the  sixteenth  century 
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by  Janellus  Turrianus,  the  noted  mecha¬ 
nician  of  Charles  V. 

Doubtless  the  most  celebrated  works 
of  this  kind  are  the  clocks  in  the  cathe¬ 
drals  of  Strasburgh  and  Lyons.  The 
Strasburgh  clock  was  made  by  Conrad 
Dasypodius,  a  mathematician  of  that 
city,  who  finished  it  about  the  year  1573. 
It  is  considered  as  the  most  wonderful 
clock  in  all  Europe.  The  only  one  that 
can  dispute  its  pre-eminence,  or  that  can 
be  compared  to  it  in  the  variety  of  ef¬ 
fects,  is  the  one  in  Lyons. 

Another  famous  clockmaker  was  Mar¬ 
tinet,  who  flourished  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  made  a  wonderful  clock 
for  the  royal  apartments  in  Versailles. 
This  also  had  all  kinds  of  complicated 
figures,  animals,  etc.  At  the  hour  King 
Louis  XIV.  would  appear,  two  guards 
entered  and  struck  the  hour. 

However  much  their  contemporaries 
may  have  admired  the  work  of  the  two 
Pinchbecks  as  patentees  of  utilitarian  in¬ 
ventions,  it  is  with  their  work  as  invent¬ 
ors  and  builders  of  magical  apparatus 
that  we  must  deal,  and  certainly  they  had 
no  equals  in  that  line.  The  elder  Pinch¬ 
beck’s  automata-showed  the  most  delicate 
mechanism,  and  included  entire  land¬ 
scapes  with  figures  of  rare  grace  in  mo¬ 
tion. 

The  mezzo-tints,  showing  Pinchbeck, 
father  and  son,  I  unearthed  in  Berlin, 
Germany.  Both  are  now  very  rare,  and 
I  consider  myself  most  fortunate  in  hav¬ 
ing  been  able  to  secure  them.  The 
-dealer  from  whom  they  were  purchased 
informed  me  that  he  had  picked  them  up 
during  a  tour  in  England,  thinking  them 
one  and  the  same  person,  but  a  careful 
study  will  show  they  are  father  and  son, 
this  fact  being  confirmed  by  the  account 
of  the  two  portraits  set  forth  in  the  bi¬ 
ography  published  at  the  opening  of  this 
instalment. 


Eawkes,  sleight-of-hand  marvel  and 
conjurer,  was  evidently  of  the  same  age 
and  shared  the  interests  of  the  elder 
Pinchbeck,  but  it  is  practically  impossible 
to  trace  his  early  history.  His  Christian 


F  A-  WK  E  S 


(Slight  oC  Haad-mBTl  ) 


The  best  portrait  of  Isaac  Fawkes,  the  great  Bar¬ 
tholomew  Fair  Sleight  of  Hand  and  Posture  Master. 
Supposed  to  be  an  engraving  by  Sutton  Nichols. 

Mr.  Alfred  Vaughan  of  Brighton,  Eng.,  allowed  a 
photograph  to  be  taken  of  his  copy,  but  some  time 
later  Mr.  Houdini  managed  to  purchase  one  of  bis 
collection  from  Henry  Evans  Evanion.  These  seem  to 
be  the  only  two  copies  in  existence.  It  is  stated 
that  the  above  engraving  appears  in  the  early  edition 
of  Caufteld's  Book  of  Wonderful  Characters. 

name  was  never  used  on  his  billing,  nor 
published  in  papers  or  magazines,  and 
only  after  repeated  failures,  deep  research 
and  infinite  pains  did  I  find  a  record  of 
his  death  and  burial,  and  thereby  his 
first  name,  Isaac.  He  died  May  25  or 
29,  I73i>  and  was  buried  in  St.  Martin’s- 
in-the-Eields  Parish  Church,  Trafalgar 
Square,  London,  Eng.  This  record  was 
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unearthed  in  1904  by  R.  Bennett,  the 
■church  clerk  and  myself,  after  days  of 
search  through  musty,  faded  burial 
records. 

The  records  further  show  that  he  was 
buried  in  the  church  vault,  the  cofibn  be¬ 
ing  carried  by  six  men.  Prayers  were 
said  in  the  church,  candles  were  used 
and  the  great  bell  was  tolled.  As  the 
fees  amounted  to  £6.12.0,  a  goodly  sum 
for  those  days,-  all  signs  indicate  that  the 
funeral  was  on  a  scale  more  costly  and 
impressive  than  the  ordinary. 

Fawkes  was  worth  at  his  death  £10,- 
000,  which  was  considered  an  enormous 
sum  in  those  days.  Every  dollar  of  this 
he  made  performing  at  the  fairs. 

The  earliest  advertisements  of  Fawkes’ 
performances  in  my  collection  are  dated 
1702,  and  include  advertisements  headed 
■“Fawkes  and  Powel  ,“  “Fawkes  and 
Phillips’’  and  “Fawkes  and  Pinchbeck.’’ 
Powel  was  the  famous  puppet  man, 
Phillips  a  famous  posture  master  (known 
today  as  contortionist),  and  Pinchbeck 
was  the  greatest  of  mechanicians.  Fawkes 
seems  to  have  possessed  a  singular 
gift  for  picking  out  desirable  partners. 


Ai  FAWKES’s  BMh  in  ihe  V^ 

fiddji  rviTHe  prejentcd  the  folhvehi  Enteitatnments^ 

First  his  Farnous  PofHiPe-’JvrafterVTh^^ 

for  his  wonderful  Dexterity  onsody  csiceeds  all  &irope.  j.Thc 
Muftcal  TempJe  of  Arts,  with  two  moving  i^iSuiCs,  the  one* 
Concert  of  Mufick,  the  ether  the  Siege  and -Bay  of  Gibralur, 
beinethe  fineft  Piece  of  Clock-work  in  the  World,  td,  Ano:^ 
MadiiiK  with  three  moving  PiSures,  the  ftvft  rcprefcncs  tnt  Hiil 
of  ParnaJTas,  with  Apollo  andthc  Nine  Mufss  pi^inson  varioiK 
Inftrdments  of  Muitek,  the  next  a  beautiful  Viev/  of  a  itiver.  warn 
Styans  and  other  Fowls  and  Fiih,  fjorting  as  tho’  Alive.  The  laft 
gives  a  ProfpeSof  the  New  Palace  Yard,  withthe_  whole  Pro- 
ceflh’ii  of  the  late  Coronation  of  their  prelcat  Majeftfts  narcb- 
ing  from  the  Hall  to  the  Abbey,  ...  .  . .  .  , 

Note,  Half  the  Performascs  can  t  be  exprefs’d  m  this  Adver- , 

“  N^^'We  ilioW  twice CvefY  Evcmng,thcRr{ibcsinnlnga:Fr.-e, 
the  other  at  Seven.  ■ 

-  '  '  -  ---a-  - 


Clippiitfr  from  tho  London  Daily  Post  of  1T28. 
Hereon  is  the  first  and  oldest  evidence  procurable  of 
the  origin  of  the  twice  nightly  performance. 

(From  the  Harry  Houdlni  collection.) 

From  this  mass  of  evidence,  I  am  pro¬ 
ducing  various  clippings  and  by  a  pecu¬ 
liar  coincidence,  one  of  wbich  I  believe 
offers  the  most  authentic  and  earliest 
record  of  “two  a  night”  performances  in 


England.  There  is  just  now  some  con¬ 
troversy  as  to  who  originated  showing 
twice  a  night  in  England. 

In  my  collection  are  a  number  of  other 
clippings  from  the  press  of  the  same 
year,  in  April  and  May  1728,  but  none 
of  them  say  “twice  a  night,”  therefore 
I  judge  that  the  custom  of  giving  two 
performances  in  a  night  was  tried  pre¬ 
viously  to  April,  1728,  and  then  aban¬ 
doned,  or  after  the  first  of  May. 

In  the  London  Post  of  Feb.  7th,  1724, 
Fawkes  announced  an  exhibition  “in  the 
Long  Room  over  the  piazza  at  the 


‘  roriBS-hU,  mdt  Hand^ 

i  Curiofities  abddifferwiffo whaf W 

I  bseirlnswn  ijwoefKf  l’c^KS  its^ji^’tr 

1  of  Body  far  fxcectfiiig'allwat'cvef  peffdrmni 

|Sn  RsuPW!  bcft^rrAlCo  bcfidss  tbereiefi^ 

i  be  two  DanC5|ty-!yi«-,lviro  PcdHirc  lin  ,yicb5\p»w&'-.  -  -They 
I  cpmelft  snd'.^^saf"  fb  be  but  St  Peof  high,  af.d'  perwrnt  '.^-P^nw 
j  OsiKt  V  liktariis^  Icaliafi  Sca^nkjacb  sthh  2  P^d'.  4-  tVgs# 
t  and  but  one;8odyp:o  the  ■iAdsniratjo!  or  alV'’pfaatO!'si  aifoVKitfc-u 
i  ing  ®td  fefwfcg  or  ItogB  lb* -isirm  rht.Sitci!  PvGpr.-i  itv  lucft*  m'sfirsif;- 
f  »«ss  o'dea-  pfrfon,  -beS Inning 

'  piecfely  3«  A'i-.Clack;  ana  Ihows  f -cry  Evcnsnl  Hueeptma;  Sarusdava.' 
■  .N.  B-  ®sattBS#n  and  iadk*-  may  have  a  pr:«£r8.-;a«>ff4«a(ier  ttnf 
)  0ay  Flace.Stod,  gwm|  aiyKmjrs  ^o'rxt.  ■ 
i  to  $  feingtr  tte  Staf-ra' ;  fo  that  .fee 

fcsSEo  .bafti  swjr  tjaentlemrn  'aSd-- Ladits  lasfsfisies  by  Ofxtsnttog 
Hand  for  their  o-#a®veffran.-  •  rfV- 

y_. — 'Sy 

i  'A  T  theChriilian  Coffee- houlF  at  Smffhffekl 

I  r\  Bar*,  tin-  ptvftnt  Evening,  at  Seven  a-Clotk,  wiS  fei  perforaed, 
an  Entersatnwsst  by  Mr.  ‘  CLS^  H  of  Bsrrft,  who  imKit®-  thfei 
Horp,  HtKitfman,  'Stk  of  Hoandij.  thy  ?bsm  DoSor,  Old  Womanl 
drunken  Man-,  huld  the  8e0s  t  Hi#  Flute,  ljteP<>tet^uit«i,!-^eOr|ur|, 
t  with  'three  VmeeSn  a!)  InBfiKirtmH  ar*  p^rforifled  witlt  h.ii  hiatiwai 
Vole*  t  slfoav-EfTex  -Sbbg  by  Mr.  Clench,  after  «hk-h  jwn^  ni^ft 
•rc  hiiidelf can  perform.  ‘  v  /‘yZ^  ’  • 


Clipping  from  the  London  Daily  “Post”  of  Feb. 
7,  1724,  'in  which  Fawkes  advertises  his  retirement  as 
will  be  noted  from  the  last  line  in  the  advertisement. 
This  advertisement  proves  that  Hogarth’s  engraving 
was  correct  as  stating  that  he  was  in  the  long  room 
over  the  piazza. 

Thinking  it  may  interest  the  reader,  on  the  lower 
part  of  this  cut  the  advertisement  of  Clench,  famous 
as  an  imitator  and  Instrumental  man,  is  reproduced. 
(From  the  Harry  Houdini  collection). 

Opera  House  in  the  Haymarket.  ’  At 
this  time  he  also  advertised  the  fact 
that  he  was  about  to  retire  and  was  ex¬ 
posing  all  his  tricks.  The  clipping  of 
that  date  from  my  collection  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  foot-note ;  “Likewise  he  designs 
to  follow  this  business  no  longer  than 
this  season;  so  he  promises  to  learn  any 
lady  or  gentleman  his  fancies  in  dexter¬ 
ity  of  hand  for  their  own  diversion.” 

[To  be  continued.) 
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London,  Eng. 

After  my  provincial  tcur,  I  have 
eventually  arrived  in  London,  and  am 
pleased  to  state  that  I  shall  have  a  six 
months’  run  in  town.  I  am  playing 
“turns,”  which  means  that  I  shall  play 
two  or  three  halls  each  and  every  night, 
but  not  Sunday,  for  Sunday  is  a  real 
day  of  rest  here. 

^ 

Howard  Thurston  was  in  London  on 
a  brief  visit,  but  left  for  America.  He 
looks,  acts  and  speaks  as  if  prosperous. 
By  a  strange  coincidence,  on  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  found,  to  his  great  sur¬ 
prise,  another  magician  billed  as  How¬ 
ard  Thurston. 

*  *  ^ 

Aliss  Jene  Jacobs,  the  wide-awake 
lady  agent,  leaves  Britain’s  shores  for 
good.  She  has  associated  herself  with 
Ashton’s  Royal  Agency  and  will  havs 
her  offices  in  the  Knickerbocker  Theatre 
Building  in  New  York.  This  Ashton’s 
Royal  Agency  is  the  firm  that  does  al¬ 
most  all  the  booking  for  performances 
in  Buckingham  Palace,  the  place  where 
magicians  are  booked  to  appear  before 
King  Edward. 


Germaine  is  still  at  St.  George's  Hall, 
L.ondon,  and  making  a  fine  reputation. 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  can  well  be  proud  of 
her  native  son. 

'Js  >!<  -i- 

Arnold  De  Biere’s  engagement  has 
again  been  prolonged  at  the  Alhambra. 
This  makes  it  his  third  prolongation. 
His  latest  offering  is  a  mysterious 
mummy  illusion  which  creates  a  lot  of 
comment.  His  assistant  left  him,  as  he 
wanted  too  big  a  portion  of  his  salary  ; 
but  Arnold  quietly  let  him  go,  and  the 
new  assistant  is  better  than  his  prede¬ 
cessor. 

»  ^  * 

Horace  Goldin  is  back  at  the  Palace 
Theatre,  but  not  offering  anything  new. 
I  think  Goldin  has  played  more  weeks 
at  the  Palace  than  people  seem  aware 
of.  This  is  his  last  date  on  his  original 
contract,  made  for  him  by  T.-  Nelson 
Downs.  Am  pleased  to  hear  that  Carl 
Hertz  and  Horace  Goldin  have  just  been 
elected  members  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Variety  Artists’  Associa¬ 
tion. 

*  5|;  ^ 

Chung  Lung  Soo’s  name  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  among  the  candidates.  A  lot  of 
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the  conjurers  would  like  to  see  Soo  in 
the  V.  A.  F.  So,  go  ahead,  Rob,  and 
become  a  fellow-artist. 

The  Venturinis  are  featuring  “Dida’’ 
in  a  nice  manner,  and  are  securing  good 
contracts.  The  act  opens  with  a  few 
conjuring  tricks  of  the  Germany  type, 
using  apparatus  entirely. 

❖  ^ 

P.  C.  James  Alorfitt,  the  Bradford 
constable,  is  working  on  a  new  hand- 
cufif  which  he  hopes  will  make  the  old 
English  cuff  take  a  back  seat.  Morfitt 

is  quite  an  adept  in  the  handcuff  line. 

^  ^ 

Another  handcuff  king  in  trouble. 
This  time  it  is  young  Leo  Selwyn. 
When  at  home,  Selwyn’s  name  is  Her¬ 
bert  Smith.  He  was  charged  and  re- 
m.anded  by  the  Liverpool  stipendiary 
with  Lottie  Roberts,  on  suspicion  of 
having  caused  the  death  of  a  fourteen- 
year-old  boy  who  had  been  entrusted  to 
their  care  by  the  boy’s  mother,  Lily 
Kitchen  of  Great  Grimsby.  Both  were 
also  charged  with  receiving  in  ($55) 
on  false  pretences.  The  prisoners  deny 
all  charges,  and  claim  that  the  child  is 
alive  and  well. 

^  ^ 

During  one  of  my  pilgrimages 
through  Leicester  Square,  in  the  space 
of  five  minutes  I  met  the  following  con¬ 
jurers,  all  of  whom  are  playing  one 
hall  or  another  in  London ;  Horace  Gol¬ 
din,  Carl  Hertz,  Carl  Germain,  Henri 
Bekker,  Zelka,  IMarsona,  De  Biere  and 
Fasola. 

^  ^ 

Horace  Goldin  has  just  sent  a  letter 
to  Carl  Hertz  requesting  him  to  omit 
the  bridal  chamber  illusion  from  his  per¬ 
formance.  Goldin  must  have  some 
reason  for  doing:  these  things,  or  else  he 
is  being  advised  by  some  one  who  thinks 


he  knows  what  ought  to  be  done. 


Lc  Diable  Rouge  is  a  new  mystery  act 
on  the  bill  of  Stoke  on  Trent.  It  is  a 
mysterious  ventriloquial  show. 

The  Zanzigs  are  still  on  tour,  and 
were  well  billed  for  two  days  at  Swan¬ 
sea,  Wales.  But  when  you  are  in  the 
English  provinces  you  are  seldom  heard 
of. 

^ 

Chung  Lung  Soo  (Wm.  E.  Robinson) 
is  out  with  his  own  shew  and  was  last 
heard  of  playing  Wigan.  Robinson  gen¬ 
erally  does  very  well  with  his  own  com¬ 
bination. 

*  *  ♦ 

Starting  with  May  27,  there  will  be 
given  a  special  magic  week  at  the  Crys¬ 
tal  Palace,  London.  Zelka  has  prom¬ 
ised  to  personally  write  up  the  affair. 

*  *  * 

G.  W.  Hunter  has  dropped  magic,  so 
he  says,  but  still  the  love  of  magic  can 
never  be  dropped.  Whenever  I  meet 
him  he  is  always  talking  magic  and  mys¬ 
tery. 

*  *  * 

On  the  Stoll  tour,  at  the  present  time, 
I  note  the  following  mystery  entertain¬ 
ers  :  The  Howards,  Empire,  Birming¬ 
ham ;  Sylvesta,  at  Palace,  Leicester; 
Mile.  Etta  (lady  illusionist),  at  Empire, 
Swansea ;  Dida,  at  Empire,  Stratford ; 
Mystera,  at  Richmond  Theatre ;  Carl 
Howard,  at  Emnire,  Dublin,  (he,  by  the 
way,  is  one  of  the  few  conjurers  that 
acted  as  strike  breaker  during  the  Music 
Hall  strike)  ;  the  Days,  mind  readers,  at 
the  Roval,  Worcester,  and  Simbra,  a 
new  man,  or  an  old  man  with  a  new 
name,  has  aooeared  on  the  horizon  as  a 

Burmese  magician. 

*  * 

Dr.  Walford  Bodie  has  just  concluded 
a  two  weeks’  engagement  at  the  Alex- 
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ancler  Theatre,  Sheffield,  to  an  enor¬ 
mous  business.  This  man,  no  doubt, 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  great  sensations 
of  America  when  he  opens.  He  is  rated 
as  one  of  England’s  best  showmen. 

Now  that  I  am  having  a  run  in  Lon¬ 
don,  all  conjurers  wishing  to  impart  any 
information  to  me,  or  seeking  light  on 
any  rational  subject  in  the  realm  of 
magic,  will  do  well  to  call  on  me.  Will 
be  pleased  to  grant  all  an  interview,  as  I 
want  to  become  accjuainted  and  make 
new  friends  with  those  interested  in  the 
conjuring  fraternity. 


Mr,  J.  N.  Maske- 
lyne  has  given  us 
in  his  latest  offering 
“Spectres  of  the 
Sanctum,”  a  magi¬ 
cal  sketch  with  a 
t  h  e  o  s  ophical  and 
spiritualistic  background-  It  is  really 
an  answer  to  Archdeacon  Colley's 
challenge,  and  strange  to  say  on  the 
eve  of  the  first  performance  a  let¬ 
ter  was  received  from  the  Archdea¬ 
con’s  solicitors,  withdrawing  his  chal¬ 
lenge.  The  plot,  in  brief,  concerns  a 
certain  Dr.  and  Mine.  Cunningham,  two 
alleged  spiritualistic  mediums,  who  have 
designs  on  a  certain  American  million¬ 
aire’s  money.  The  millionaire  has  re¬ 
cently  lost  his  wife,  and  his  appearance 
is  shortly  expected.  A  piano  tuner  hap¬ 
pens  to  enter  the  room,  is  mistaken  for 
the  millionaire,  and  is  treated  to  spirit 
lapping  and  other  manifestations.  Then 
the  doctor  arrives,  and  undertakes  to 
produce  the  piano  tuner’s  wife  from 
spiritland.  The  doctor  then  goes  into 


a  trance,  and  from  his  side  a  cloud  of 
vapor  or  smoke  appears,  which  gradu¬ 
ally  takes  on  the  form  of  a  living 
woman ;  the  piano  tuner,  in  order  to 
make  sure  it  is  his  wife,  takes  the  lady 
from  spiritland  into  his  arms,  and  is 
finally  satisfied.  The  doctor  then  comes 
cut  of  his  trance  and  becomes  earthly 
once  more,  and  demands  a  fee  of  ten 
guineas,  and  the  piano  tuner  makes  a 
hasty  exit. 

Karl  Germaine  still  remains  at  St. 
George’s  Hall,  with  great  success.  One 
of  his  best  efforts  consists  in  producing 
steaming  hot  coffee,  which  he  passes 
out  to  the  ladies  of  the  audience. 

Joad  Heteb,  the  Egyptian  necro¬ 
mancer,  is  still  retained,  and  does  well. 

^ 

Mr.  G.  Adney  Payne,  the  managing 
director  of  the  London  Syndicate  halls, 
passed  away  on  the  15th  of  May,  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  motor  accident. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Broadhead,  the  owner  of 
seven  halls  in  Manchester,  died  last 
month  from  pneumonia,  and  Mr.  H.  J. 
Curry  of  Grimsby,  proprietor  of  four 
halls,  died  April  21.  Three  veteran 
showmen  gone  but  not  forgotten. 

*  * 

Fred  Lindsay,  an  Australian  whip 
expert,  opened  at  the  London  Hippo¬ 
drome  last  Monday,,  and  scored  an  in¬ 
stantaneous  success.  His  trick  of  cut¬ 
ting  in  half  a  cigarette  in  the  mouth  of 
his  assistant,  at  a  distance  of  25  feet,  is 
great.  At  a  similar  distance,  with  the 
siiine  whip,  he  fleckes  the  ashes  from  the 
assistant’s  cigar,  then  extinguishes  a 
lighted  candle,  and  with  another  crack 
cuts  the  candle  in  half.  Another  trick 
is  to  flog  a  man  without  doing  him  any 
bodily  injury.  He  then  ties  his  whip 
into  a  knot  around  the  man’s  arm. 
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which  trick,  if  clumsily  performed, 
would  cut  the  man’s  arm  off.  To  prove 
this,  with  the  same  whip,  he  cuts  a  wine 
bottle  in  two,  as  cleanly  as  if  it  were 
done  with  a  glass-cutter.  Here  is  a 
novelty  for  America. 

^  * 

Two  lady  tight  rope  walkers  at  the 
Appollo  Theatre,  Paris,  had  a  narrow  es¬ 
cape  from  death,  recently ;  the  feature 
trick  of  the  pair  w'as  to  walk  the  tight 
rope,  under  which  w'as  placed  a  cage  of 
lions.  The  top  of  the  cage  was  left  open 
so  that  the  lions  could  see  the  ladies  per¬ 
forming,  and  as  tight  ropes  sometimes 
do,  this  one  broke,  and  the  two  ladies 
were  thrown  rather  unceremoniously 
into  the  lions’  cage.  One  lady  had  the 
presence  of  mind  to  remain  prostrate  as 
she  fell,  and  the  other  attempted  to 
arise,  and  w^as  badly  torn  and  clawed 
by  the  astonished  brutes  before  their 
keeper  arrived.  The  lady  w^as  removed 
to  a  hospital. 

^  * 

The  London  Coliseum  (nicknamed 
the“lemon”)  w^as  placed  on  public  auc¬ 
tion  recently,  and  not  one  single  bid  was 
made  for  the  w^hite  elephant.  It  is  still 
lying  idle,  eating  up  the  shareholders’ 
maney. 

A  humorous  incident  occurred  one 
night  last  week  at  the  Cambridge  Music 
Hall,  London.  Something  happened  to 
the  fire  sprinkler,  and  there  was  an  aw¬ 
ful  dowmpour  of  water  from  the  flies  to 
the  stage.  The  act  which  was  on  the 
stage  at  the  time  was  literally  drenched ; 
the  next  turn,  with  quick  wit,  took  an 
umbrella  onto  the  stage  with  them,  and 
used  it  when  the  downpour  occurred, 
creating  screams  of  laughter. 

Jos.  Haynuin  (of  Hay  man  &  Franklin.) 


Vienna,  Austria. 

The  “dead  season”  has  occupied  our 
city.  All  music  halls, — except  Ro- 
nacher’s — are  closed  for  repose  for  four 
months.  The  passed  season  was  very 
abundant  in  point  of  magic. 

Before  leaving  Vienna  Devant  sur¬ 
prised  us  with  quite  a  new  illusion,  which 
he  named  “Giant’s  Breakfast,”  Devant 
will  in  August  produce  the  illusion  in 
London. 

Some  days  ago  our  summer  establish¬ 
ment,  “Englischer  Garten,”  better  known 
as  “Venedig  in  Wien,”  opened  its  doors. 
I  was  very  glad  to  see  that  in  the  open¬ 
ing  program  a  magician  was  advertised, 
namely  a  man  calling  himself  “Willini 
le  masque.”  Unfortunately,  I  was  not 
able  to  witness  his  show  on  the  first  and 
the  second  day,  and  when  I  attended  on 
the  third  day,  Willini  le  masque  was  al¬ 
ready  “passe!”;  after  his  second  appear¬ 
ance,  he  stopped  his  magical  activity. 
Nobody  could  tell  me  why.  But  I  was 
told  that  this  man,  who  is  imitating  the 
world-famed  “L’homme  masque,”  Jose 
Gago  y  Zavala,  Marquis  d’  Orughiella, 
but  without  possessing  the  abilities  of 
this  great  magician,  was  as  tasteless  as 
to  bear  the  mask  before  his  face  not  only 
during  his  show,  but  also  before  and 
after,  when  he  was  walking  among  the 
public.  I  heard  the  Willini  is  a  German 
conjurer. 

From  Okito  there  arrived  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  large  letter,  dated  Soerabaya,  Java, 
April  13,  The  most  interesting  part  of 
it  is  that,  concerning  the  Indian  wonder- 
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workers.  Okito  is  highly  disappointed 
about  the  Indian  colleagues  in  magic. 
Their  tricks  are  everywhere^  and  always 
the  same^  and  of  such  simplicity,  that  in 
the  European  magical-boxes  for  child¬ 
ren,  there  are  better  tricks  to  be  found. 
When  in  Java,  Okito  was  told  that  in 
Sumatra  there  were  better  conjurers. 
Arriving  in  Medan,  Sumatra,  he  invited 
such  a  “Fakir”  to  call  upon  him,  but, 
what  a  surprise !  The  man  performed 
quite  the  same  things  like  the  conjurers 
of  Java.  Okito  now  asked  the  man,  if 
■all  Indian  magicians  did  the  same  tricks, 
and  the  man  said  yes !  Okito  told  the 
man,  he  heard  that  in  India  there  were 
conjurers  or  fakirs  who  performed  a  trick 
whereby  a  rope  is  thrown  in  the  air,  the 
rope  stays  invisibly  fixed  and  a  boy  now 
climbs  up  and  down  and  suddenly  all 
disappears.  The  man  after  that  began 
heartily  to  laugh  and  said  such  people 
are  nowhere  in  India  in  existence. 
Okito  could  not  refrain  from  showing 
the  man  some  of  our  modern  tricks. 
The  black,  or  better  the  brown  magician 
was  as  puzzled  as  he  had  no  other 
acknowledgment  but  the  exclamation ; 
“Oh  toewan,  sir;  you  can  get  your  liv¬ 
ing  as  well  with  it !”  Okito  had  kept 
secret  that  he  was  a  magician  himself. 
Of  course,  now,  Okito  was  laughing 
about  this  fellow.  On  March  27,  Okito 
arrived  in  Palembang,  Sumatra,  and  in 
the  hotel  a  gentleman  told  the  old  stories 
about  the  Indian  fakirs,  and  especially 
about  the  mentioned  miraculous  rope- 
trick.  Okito’s  father  asked  the  gentle¬ 
man:  “Sir,  did  you  see  this  trick?” 

“No,”  he  replied,  “but  I  am  sure  that  it 
really  exists.”  “Well,”  said  Papa  Bam¬ 
berg,  “Pll  give  you  or  any  other  gentle¬ 
man  instantly  i,ooo  gulden  if  anyone  is 
able  to  show  me  such  a  fakir.”  The  next 
day,  in  one  of  the  papers,  an  adv.  was 
published  stating  that  Mr.  Bamberg  was 


ready  to  pay  1,000  gulden  to  that  fakir 
who  can  perform  the  mentioned  rope- 
trick.  The  adv.  was  printed  in  four 
languages.  Hollandese,  Malaiese,  Chi¬ 
nese  and  Javanese.  Besides  this  adv.,. 
Mr.  Bamberg  published  a  second  one,, 
challenging  all  fakirs  and  conjurers  of 
India  to  produce  the  rope-trick.  But  no 
one  announced  himself.  Mr.  Bamberg’s- 
conviction  is  that  neither  the  fakirs  nor 
the  rope-trick  are  in  existence.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Mr.  Dittmar’s  experiences  in  the 
point  of  Indian  magic,  about  which  I 
reported  in  my  last  letter,  I  must  affirm 
that  a  rope-trick  exists,  but  not  in  such 
miraculous  version  as  is  everywhere 
described;  but  in  a  form  perfectly  na¬ 
tural,  but  for  the  layman  remains  never¬ 
theless  quite  inexplicable.  The  rope 
has,  of  course  connection,  but  not  with 
the  heaven,  but  with  the  earth,  and  the 
“climbing  boy”  is  no  human  being,  but  a 
■ — ^^monkey.  Also  the  disappearance  of  the 
fabulous  boy  has  a  real  background,  but 
this  happens  not  with  the  rope-trick, 
but  with  another  one  that  immediately 
follows  the  rope-trick,  and  the  boy  is 
again  a  monkey  only.  Mr.  Dittmar  has 
informed  me  that  the  Indian  fakirs  or 
conjurers  don’t  like  to  travel  in  India, 
but  prefer  to  visit  Egypt,  because  here 
the  business  goes  by  far  better  than  in 
their  native  countries. 

In  June  next  Okito  and  his  father  re¬ 
turn  to  Europe  again.  Business  was  al¬ 
ways  the  best. 

Okito  had  the  great  honor  to  appear 
an  April  13  before  his  Majesty  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  Solo  with  tremendous  success. 
The  Emperor  of  Solo  is  the  mightiest 
prince  of  Java. 

Ottokar  Fischer. 
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RE\DING 

Reviewing  Boo K.S  and  Things 


SUSPEND  JUDGMENT,  MONS.  RAY- 
NALY. 

The  May  issue  of  The  Illusionist  of 
Paris  has  an  article  from  the  pen  of  our 
esteemed  friend,  Mons.  E.  Raynaly,  in 
which  he  loyally  defends  the  reputation 
of  his  countryman,  Robert  Houdin. 

Whth  the  usual  French  politeness  we 
are  informed  that  Robert  Houdin  was, 
is  and  always  will  be  a  great  man.  Yes! 
But  what  about  the  other  great  men 
from  whom  Robert  Houdin  took  credit 
for  his  “inventions”  —  the  men  of 
brain  who  invented  things  that  Robert 
Houdin,  the  romancing  magician,  bor¬ 
rowed  ? 

W’e  ask  in  justice  to  fair  play  that 
Mons.  Raynaly  should  wait  until  the  en¬ 
tire  series  is  finished  and  then  attack 
the  author  in  full  detail. 

His  argument  is  weak  and  his  shots 
fall  short  simply  because  he  is  not  aware 
of  the  many  facts  and  proofs  which  will 
be  published,  showing  the  existence  of 
the  real  inventors  and  the  real  great 
m.agicians  before  Robert  Houdin  even 
was  born. 

“All  Spirits  Are  Bad/’  Says  Dr.  Raupert. 

The  New  York  daily  newspapers  have 
given  considerable  space  to  Dr.  Raupert 
of  the  London  Society  of  Psychical  Re¬ 
search,  who  created  a  sensation  at  Del- 


FRon THE  Press 

WISE  , 

AND 

OTHERWISE 


monico’s  some  time  ago  by  preaching 
against  the  doctrine  of  spiritualism. 

The  learned  doctor  certainly  attacks 
spirits  and  spiritualism  with  bare 
knuckles,  and  we  think  he  honestly  be¬ 
lieves  all  he  says. 

The  Evening  Mail  of  Friday,  ]^Iay  i/,. 
1907,  devotes  a  double-column  article  to 
the  doctor’s  statement  that  all  spirits 
are  bad. 

For  many  years  we  have  been  look¬ 
ing  for  a  real  proof  of  spiritualism,  a 
real  ghost,  or  a  real  test  which  would 
convince  us.  We  always  took  a  sharp 
pair  of  scissors  along  to  the  various 
materializations  and  seances  we  at¬ 
tended,  and  the  only  “proof”  we  secured 
was  when  we  managed  to  cut  a  piece 
from  the  ghost’s  wardrobe,  and  so  came 
away  a  greater  scoffer  than  ever. 

Some  time  ago,  whilst  touring  Great 
Britain,  we  were  invited  to  a  seance  by 
the  well-known  spiritualist  and  learned 
bookseller,  Mr.  Robinson  of  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  and  managed  to  cut  a  piece 
from  the  gown  of  one  of  the  ghosts. 
When  shaking  hands  with  the  great  me¬ 
dium,  we  left  the  piece  of  his  shawl  in 
his  hand,  remarking,  “We  enjoyed  the 
seance  very  much.” 

We  wonder  how  Dr.  Raupert  obtained 
his  information,  and  would  he  be  will¬ 
ing  to  produce  spirits  as  he  claims  he 
can  by  simply  rapping  on  the  wall? 
We  doubt  it,  but  are  willing  to  be  con¬ 
vinced. 
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It  is  reported  that  the  Zanzigs  will  return 
to  America  to  play  a*  short  engagement  at 
Hammerstein’s  Roof  Garden  this  summer. 

*  * 

Howard  Thurston  is  back  in  New  York. 
His  future  plans  are  not  known.  Perhaps  he 
will  work  for  Klaw  &  Erlanger. 

*  :ic  ;)c  • 

Courtland  and  Company  are  in  ’Frisco,  but 
do  not  seem  to  create  favorable  talk  with 
their  second-sight  performance. 

=1=  ^ 

Hanson  the  conjurer  appeared  at  the  How¬ 
ard  in  Boston.  Hanson,  where  do  you  hail 
from  ? 

*  ^ 

Prof.  Seymour,  the  old-time  mind  reader, 
is  at  the  Washington  in  Buffalo.  On  the 
same  bill  appeared  a  man  calling  himself 
The  Great  Harrington.  He  was  a  near¬ 
magician. 

*  *  * 

Laurent,  the  man  of  mystery,  is  playing 
on  the  Hoeffler  circuit. 

*  *  =|! 

Ahrensmeyer,  the  hypnotist,  who  was 
abroad  fof  four  years  as  the  cowboy  mes- 
meriser,  gave  a  trial  show  at  the  23rd  Street 
Theatre  and  managed  to  obtain  a  week’s 
work  on  trial  at  Keith  &  Proctor’s  Union 
Square  Theatre.  This  is  the  man  who  went 
to  London,  Eng.,  five  years  ago,  and  with 
his  finding-the-hidden-article-test,  secured 
more  space  in  the  London^  papers  than  any 
act  that  appeared  in  Great  Britain.  All  the 
London  papers  opened  their  columns  to  the 
public,  and  thousands  of  letters  were  pub¬ 
lished,  some  claiming  it  was  fake,  and  others 


giving  their  version  as  to  why  it  was  gen¬ 
uine.  Ahrensmeyer  hails  from  Beloit,  Wis. 

*  * 

It  is  reputed  that  T.  Francis  Fritz  will 
shortly  be  seen  on  the  vaudeville  stage  in  an 
original  act  entitled  “Ragging  the  Rags.”  He 
is  a  clever  palmer  of  large  coins,  and  ought 
to  introduce  them,  as  they  can  be  seen  from 
all  parts  of  the  house. 

*  *  * 

Max  Berol  and  Madame  Konorah  have 
sailed  for  Germany,  and  there  is  no  telling 
when  they  will  return. 

*  *  * 

Leroy,  Talma  and  Bosco  are  booked  on 
the  Klaw  &  Erlanger  tour  and  are  certain 
of  being  a  big  hit. 

*  *  * 

Madame  Adelaide  Herrmann  has  been  in 
Canada.  The  local  press  critics  only  give 
“fair”  as  her  due  as  an  entertainer. 

*  ^  ^ 

Caeser  The  Great  has  been  working  stead¬ 

ily  for  a  number  of  years,  and  this  summer 
contemplates  taking  a  few  weeks’  vacation. 

*  * 

Augustus  Rapp  is  still  in  the  wilds  of 
Michigan,  and  will  be  heard  from  soon.  He 
gives  an  entire  magic  show  of  two  and  one- 
half  hours.  If  a  good  manager  ever  man¬ 
ages  to  .eet  Rapp  under  contract,  the  larger 
cities  will  witness  a  clever  entertainer. 

*  * 

Don  Thurley.  the  Kansas  City  Wonder,  it 
f.s  reported,  will  shortly  present  a  brand  new 
illusion,  in  which  he  will  be  assisted  by  his 
charming  better  half.  Good  boy,  Don. 
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Sargent,  the  merry  wizard,  was  seen  on 
Third  avenue  palming  coins  as  he  walked 
along  the  thoroughfare.  No  wonder  he  is 
clever. 

*  =|: 

The  New  York  American  of  Sunday,  May 
26,  1907,  has  a  half-page  article  about  a 
Frenchman  named  Mons.  Georgia  Knap,  who 
has  a  villa  that  makes  the  one-time  home  of 
Robert  Houdin  sink  into  insignificance.  This 
man  has  his  home  so  fully  equipped  with 
electrical  service  that  bath  tubs  appear  and 
disappear  with  hot  water.  There  are  mar¬ 
velous  clothes  cleaners,  and  musical  enter¬ 
tainments,  also  a  phonographic  door,  which, 
when  you  push  the  button,  opens  and  bids 
you  welcome  and  tells  you  the  time  of  day. 
If  half  of  what  this  man  claims  for  his  villa 
is  true,  Robert  Houdin  must  rest  uneasy. 
This  electrical  wizard’s  villa  is  situated  at 
Troyes,  France,  and  is  called  “La  Villa  Feria 
Electra.” 

♦  =i:  * 


Hornmann  writes  from  Freeport,  Ill.,  that 
he  is  doing  finely. 

* 


McIntosh,  the  necromancer,  is  booked  for 
the  entire  season  with  his  illusion  and  magi¬ 
cal  performance  at  Luna  Park,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
*  *  * 


Olivette  is  the  magician  featured  with 

Levitt’s  Vaudeville  Company. 

*  *  * 


Lloyd’s  News,  of  London,  May  12,  1907, 
states : 


The  ups  and  downs  of 
an  entertainer’s  life 
were  illustrated  at  a  St. 
Pancras  inquest  yester¬ 

day,  when  the  death  of 
William  Smith,  other¬ 

wise  “Carl  Lebert,”  a 
professional  conjurer,  of 
Gray’s-inn-road‘,  was  in¬ 
quired  into. 

The  widow  said  that 
her  husband  was  in 
CARiv  LEBERT  business  as  an  agent, 

but  he  also  fulfilled  engagements  as  a  pro¬ 
fessional  conjurer.  Latterly  he  had  seemed 

very  depressed  through  worry  over  bad  busi¬ 
ness.  As  soon  as  he  got  any  money  from  his 
professional  engagements  he  paid  it  away  in 
taxes.  About  a  fortnight  ago  he  had  an  en¬ 
gagement  for  which  he  had  not  been  paid, 


and  that  seemed  to  have  wmrried  him.  On 
Thursday  he  seemed  depressed,  and  said  busi¬ 
ness  was  very  bad.  After  tea  he  went  up¬ 
stairs  to  his  bedroom,  and  a  little  later  she 
heard  a  thud.  She  took  no  notice,  thinking 
he  was  practising  a  new  trick.  Later  the 
servant  found  him  with  an  injury  to  his 
throat.  He  had  some  bills — about  £50  or 
£60  to  meet — and  could  not  meet  them.  He 
was  an  honorable  man,  always  wanting  to 
pay  his  way,  and  the  inability  to  do  so  wor¬ 
ried  him. 

Mr.  George  Barrett  said  that  Lebert,  wLom 
he  saw  on  the  day  of  the  tragedy,  remarked 
to  him,  “As  soon  as  I  get  a  bit  of  money 
from  my  conjuring  I  have  to  pay  it  away  in 
rates  and  taxes.” 

In  the  room  in  which  the.  suicide  took  place 
Lebert  had  all  his  conjuring  articles  and  ap¬ 
pliances  spread  out. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  “Suicide 

during  temporary  insanity.” 

4:  *  * 

Lebert  had  been  fulfilling  private  engage¬ 
ments  in  London  since  1894.  His  program 
consisted  of  chapeaugraphy,  troublewit,  jug¬ 
gling  and  magic. 

^  * 

Salvail,  the  card  manipulator,  is  still  in  the 
ring,  and  making  good.  He  is  working  on 
the  Lubelski  &  Harris  circuit,  and  claims  to 
present  the  only  act  of  its  kind  on  the  vaude¬ 
ville  stage  at  the  present  moment.  He  can 
get  more  out  of  a  stripper  pack  of  cards  than 
any  man  in  the  business.  But  then  he  sold 
them  for  years  as  an  act. 

4:  4=  4= 

Mysterious  Fontinelle  broke  all  records  at 
the  Family  Theatre,  Elmira,  N.  Y.  Magic  is 
still  booming. 

5j«  SJS  5k 

Chicago  boasts  of  a  firm,  S.  Schwartz  and 
C.  L.  Thorne,  who  deal  in  magicians’  devices 
and  gambling  tricks.  A  good  combination, 
perhaps. 

^ 

Capt.  John  Holtum,  the  famous  cannon 
king,  who  catches  cannon  balls  fired  from  his 
cannon,  is  still  at  the  game,  and  now  resides 
in  North  Oakland,  Cal.  In  his  time,  Holtum 

was  the  talk  of  every  country  he  visited. 

4:  4:  4: 

It  is  rumored  that  Chester  D’Amon,  the 
mind  reader,  who  created  quite  a  sensation 
on  the  various  tours  from  which  he  has  just 
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emerged,  has  leased  the  Girard  Theatre, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  will  present  a  series 
of  mystery  performances  in  which  he  will 
feature  his  mind  reading  abilities.  They  say 
he  is  very  clever. 

*  * 

Si  Stebbins  was  in  Pittsburg  several  weeks. 
Pity  that  he  does  not  understand  how  to 
manage  himself,  especially  as  he  handles  his 
cards  so  well.  It  seems  to  be  better  to  be  a 
bad  conjurer  and  a  good  manager,  than  a 

good  conjurer  and  a  bad  manager. 

=1:  =1:  * 

Frederick  Andrews,  who  went  to  Aus¬ 
tralia  with  the  magic  kettle  act,  has  leased 
the  Queens  Hall,  Sydney,  Australia  and  is 

running  a  moving  picture  show.  He  writes 
that  he  is  making  money. 

*  *  * 

Harry  Kellar,  The  Dean  of  American  Con¬ 
jurers,  visited  New  York^  playing  at  the  Lin¬ 
coln  Square  Theatre.  We  riote  with  pleasure 
that  he  did  a  very  large  business.  Paul  Vala¬ 
don  made  good.  Kellar  was  advertised  as  on 
his  “Farewell  appearance,”  but  we  trust  that 
he  will  make  many  more  tours.  Into  the 
“Witch,  Sailor  and  Enchanted  Monkey,” 
which  is  a  borrowed  edition  of  Maskelyne 
and  Cook’s  “Egyptian  Will,  the  Witch  and 
Watchman,”  Kellar  has  injected  a  lot  of  good 
American  showmanship.  These  series  of  illu¬ 
sions  have  just  been  sold  by  Kellar  (throug’a 
the  agency  of  Martenka  &  Co.)  to  a  Kala¬ 
mazoo  conjurer.  The  night  we  were  there 
$ioo  reward  was  offered  to  any  ama¬ 
teur  or  professional  magician  who  could  es¬ 
cape  from  the  box  made  use  of  in  the  per¬ 
formance. 


knows  the  origin  of  this  trick?  The  cannon 
part  of  the  trick  was  used  by  E.  Powell  years 
ago,  as  he  shot  a  lady  from  the  cannon  to- 
the  gallery. 

*  *  * 

Who  has  a  photograph  of  Judd,  the  magi¬ 
cal  dealer?  We  could  use  it  in  the  second' 
instalment  of  our  dealers’  symposium. 


* 


At  the  meeting  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  American  Magi¬ 
cians,  held  on  Saturday, 
June  I,  1907,  the  follow¬ 
ing  members  were  elected 
to  hold  office  by  unani¬ 


mous  vote : 

President  Francis  J.  Werner;  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  Elmer  P.  Ranson ;  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  Charles  Roltare ;  treasurer.  Dr.  Sararrt 
R.  Ellison;  secretary,  Oscar  S.  Teale. 


*  *  * 

Herr  Valadon  was  billed  at  Atlantic  City 
to  introduce  the  mysterious  cross.  We  have 
no  report  on  the  mystery  as  yet,  but  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  something  like  the  cross  trick, 
which  Carlton  the  long-legged  conjurer  owns 
in  Great  Britain.  T.  Howell  the  well-known 
English  mechanic  made  the  cross  for  Vala¬ 
don. 

*  *  * 

It  is  rumored  that  Valadon  has  received 
some  excellent  offers  to  play  vaudeville  dates, 
so  he  will  not  go  with  Kellar  next  season,  but 
will  play  dates. 

*  =|! 

We  expect  to  hear  that  Howard  Thurston 
will  be  with  Kellar. 


* 

Frank  Bowman  appeared  at  Keith’s  Union 
Square  Theatre,  and  introduced  some  inter¬ 
esting  patter  with  the  tricks  he  presented. 

*  jjc  Hs 

Sears,  The  Great  Necromancer,  appeared 
as  top-liner  at  the  Keith-Proctor  Harlem 
Theatre.  The  feature  of  his  act  was  the 
three  trunks  suspended  in  mid-air,  which  De 
Biere  introduced  in  America,  and  which 
Goldin  is  trying  to  prevent  others  from  pre¬ 
senting.  At  the  present  moment,  Goldin  has 
a  lawsuit  in  England,  trying  to  prevent  G. 
Fasola  from  introducing  the  trick.  Who 


*  *  * 

The  Boston  Daily  Globe  of  May  31,  1907 
gives  the  following  account  of  an  almost  fatal 
handcuff  performance : 

Lawrence,  May  30. — The  attraction  sched¬ 
uled  for  the  opening  of  Canobie  lake  park 
this  afternoon  was  the  mysterious  work  of 
Dick  Gauss,  who  was  to  be  handcuffed,  placed 
in  a  box  and  thrown  into  the  lake  from  a 
raft. 

Between  4,000  and  5,000  people  had  as¬ 
sembled  to  witness  the  exhibition,  and  Gauss 
with  his  assistants  had  gone  out  from  shore 
on  the  raft  when  great  excitement  was  caused 
by  the  overturning  of  the  float.  On  the  raft 
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were  Gauss,  John  Quigley,  the  Boston  news¬ 
boy  tenor,  Joseph  Holland  and  R.  H.  Der- 
Tah. 

Gauss  had  been  handcuffed  and  was  about 
to  be  placed  in  the  box  when  the  raft  was 
unbalanced  and  all  were  precipitated  into  the 
water.  Gauss  did  not  appear  able  to  free 
himself,  and  was  consequently  helpless.  He 
was  finally  rescued  by  Holland,  and  the  other 
two  members  of  the  party,  Quigley  and  Der- 
rah,  were  rescued  after  some  difficulty. 

The  shore  of  the  lake  was  thronged  with 
people,  and  the  crowding  to  get  a  view  of 
the  struggling  men  in  the  water  nearly  forced 
many  of  the  witnesses  in  the  lake. 

It  was  some  time  before  the  people  could 
be  satisfied  that  Gauss  and  one  of  his  at¬ 
tendants  had  not  been  drowned.  The  men 
were  cared  for  at  the  private  lake  building. 

*  *  *  - 

It  was  stated  that  Gauss  intended  to  gull 
the  public  by  crawling  out  of  the  box  by 
means  of  a  trap  door,  before  it  was  thrown 
into  the  water. 

^  ^ 

Afartinka  &  Co.  report  a  large  sale  of  a 
new  coin  producing  wand,  whose  main  feature 
is  that  it  can  be  thoroughly  examined.  It  is 
no  thicker  than  a  lead  pencil  and  the  coins 
are  actually  removed  from  the  end. 

*  * 

Professor  and  Mrs.  Kellar  have  booked 
passage  to  sail  on  the  Augusta  Victoria  on  a 
tour  of  England  and  the  continent. 

BREEZES  FROM  THE  WINDY  CITY. 

By  W.  H.  Hicks. 

All  the  Summer  parks  are  now  open  for 
business,  and  each  has  its  usual  illusionist  and 
conjurer. 

*  *  * 

Frederick  Frevoli,  the  novel  magician, 
shadowgraphist  and  entertainer,  has  been  rest¬ 
ing  a  few  weeks  at  his  Newport,  Ky.,  home. 
He  starts  to  work  the  parks,  opening  at  La¬ 
goon  Ludlow,  Ky.,  week  of  May  26. 

*  *  * 

IMadame  Herrmann  passed  through  our 
beautiful  city  on  her  way  to,  Canada,  where 
rshe  has  bookings. 

*  *  * 

Allen  Shaw,  the  erstwhile  pride  of  Kansas 


City,  (Don  Turley,  take  notice)  the  King  of 
Koins,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Shaw,  is  mak¬ 
ing  Chicago  his  headquarters  for  the  present. 
They  are  booked  at  the  parks ;  their  opening 
being  at  Ramona  Park,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  Harry  S.  Thompson,  the  western  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  S.  A.  IM.,  was  a  welcome 
caller  before  leaving  for  Minneapolis,  where 
he  is  going  to  seek  some  new  members. 

^  ^ 

Chenworth  and  Ferrari,  who  bill  themselves 
as  men  of  mystery,  are  laying  off  here  on  their 
way  to  New  York,  where  they  e.xpect  book¬ 
ings.  And  if  they  get  booked,  there  will  be 
a  boom  in  the  vegetable-  market. 

5k 

Nada  and  Natchez  are  appearing  at  the  . 
London  dime  museum  in  a  smart  mind  read¬ 
ing  act. 

5k  5*S  SjS 

Ever  since  Anna  Eva  Fay  has  appeared 
here,  we  seem  to  have  an  endless  chain  of 
mind  readers ;  not  one  week  having  elapsed 
without  one  or  more  making  their  appearance. 

*  5k  5k 

Mr.  David  Stifft,  western  representative  of 
the  Ill.  Casing  Co.,  Chicago,  has  gone  on  a 
two  months’  trip.  He  is  considered  one  of 
the  cleverest  amateur  magicians,  and  also  re¬ 
joices  in  the  reputation  of  being  a  good  hyp¬ 
notist. 

5k  5k  5k 

Miller,  a  near  handcuff  king,  was  billed  with 
the  Fay  Foster  Burlesque  show  at  the  Em¬ 
pire  Theatre  as  added  attraction.  This  sad 
event  occurred  May  19. 

He  makes  his  appearance  on  the  stage, 
by  first  of  all  acting  as  his  owm  proper¬ 
ty  man,  setting  his  props,  walking  off  the 
stage,  and  then  comes  out  and  makes  his 
bow. 

His  speech,  (it  must  be  called  by  that  name, 
as  none  other  will  answer  for  the  jumbling 
of  words  that  he  tries  to  make  use  of,)  is  very 
bad.  He  invites  a  committee,  but  does  not 
call  for  handcuffs,  and  then  exposes  his  meth¬ 
od  getting  out  of  the  Bean  giant. 

He  takes  them  off  behind  his  back,  with 
some  kind  of  a  steel  rod,  and  then  makes  his 
exit.  As  regards  being  a  drawing  feature, 
this  fellow  would  have  great  difficulty  in 
drawing  his  breath.  He  was  pronounced  the 
worst  apology  for  a  mysterious  man  that  we 
have  ever  seen  in  Chicago. 
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And  if  Miller  does  not  believe  it  in  print, 
let  him  call  at  the  hotel,  and  I’ll  tell  it  to 
him  personally,  where  he  will  find  me  near 
the  big  chair  in  the  lobby.  He  will  be  able  to 
recognize  me  by  the  club  and  gun  on  my  knee. 

4:  *  * 

Ali  Zadi  appeared  at  the  Columbia  Theatre. 
He  pleased  his  audience.  This  Ali  is  Logre- 
nia,  the  son  of  the  original  Logrina,  who 
traveled  with  Sam  Sharpley’s  gift  show  years 
<ago. 

*  *  * 

Mons.  Clivette  made  a^hit  in  Ferry  Park, 
Louisville,  Ky. 

-!=  =|!  * 

Alexander  the  Great,  skipped  from  Al. 
Reeves  show  while  playing  Indianapolis,  and, 
it  is  alleged,  took  along  a  week's  salary  in  ad¬ 
vance.  He  must  have  been  compelled  to  make 
two  trips  to  carry,  such  an  enormous  amount. 
We  know  it  must  have  been  a  large  amount,  as 
we  all  know  Al.  Reeves’  limit,  and  have  wit¬ 
nessed  Alexander’s  show. 

^  * 

Old  man  Paul,  known  as  the  mystifier,  con¬ 
templates  putting  on  a  new  act,  week  of  June 
3- 

*  =!:  =N 


ESnONS-^ 


NSWERED 


Gyngell,  Sydney,  Australia. — You  have 
taken  the  name  of  an  old  English  Bartholo¬ 
mew  Fair  magician  and  fire  works  exhibitor. 
Take  our  advice  and  use  your  own  name. 
We  know  several  men,  in  high  standing,  who 
now  wish  they  had  handed  down  their  own 
names  to  posterity,  instead  of  a  name  that 
would  die  when  their  services  were  over. 
Your  own  name  is  worth  double  that  of  an 
assumed  one.  If  you  are  ashamed  of  your 
calling,  leave  it. 


*  *  * 

Paul  Perkins,  Troy,  N.  Y. — Try  our  Bar¬ 
ter  and  Exchange  column,  use  of  which  will 
cost  you  nothing. 


Le  Roy,  Washington. — Your  clipping  re¬ 
ceived.  We  have  repeatedly  warned  our 
readers  that  the  party  in  question  is  an  un¬ 
scrupulous  fakir.  You  should  only  do  busi¬ 
ness  with  legitimate  dealers,  and  shun  such 
grafters.  The  illusion  you  mention  is  ex¬ 
posed  in  a  monthly  magazine.  Will  send  you 
the  material  as  soon  as  we  get  to  New  York 
City. 

•  •  « 

J.  Hammond. — You  may  be  right.  We 
have  heard  that  the  firm  in  Syracuse  trading 
under  the  name  of  Williams  &  Co.  is  the 
Burlingame  of  Chicago  who  moved  to  Syra¬ 
cuse,  Ind.,  and  was  supposed  to  have  gone 
into  farming. 

*  *  # 

Ercole,  Jamestown. — Sid  MacCaire  is  man¬ 
ager  of  a  theatre  in  Bristol,  England.  He  is 
making  a  comfortable  living,  but  is  far  from 
being  on  easy  street.  He  is  well  versed  in 
mind  reading,  and  we  advise  you  to  visit 

him  when  you  play  Bristol. 

*  *  * 

Elmer  Applegit,  Morristown,  N.  J. — Your 
information  regarding  Macallister  is  inter¬ 
esting,  and  important  if  true.  If  the  elder 
Macallister  perished  on  a  ship  on  his  way 
to  Brazil,  could  you  find  some  means  of 
proving  it?  Perhaps  Zamlock,  whose  letter 
we  publish  in  our  Mail  Bag  Columns,  could 

supply  us  with  fuller  details. 

♦  «  « 

C.  W.  Kinney,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. — If  you  will 
inform  us  from  whom  you  received  the  en¬ 
closed  circular,  we  will  be  better  able  to  tell 
you  if  the  party  is  a  reliable  dealer.  You 
simply  sent  the  description  of  the  mystery, 
but  you  have  cut  off  the  address  from  the 
circular.  Deal  openly  with  us,  as  we  deal 
fairly  and  fearlessly  with  all  of  our  readers. 
We  have  nothing  to  sell,  and  no  graft  to 
compound.  The  paper  looks  as  if  sent  out 
by  some  one  who  is  not  a  dealer. 

*  *  « 

Seeker  of  Light,  Fort  Wayne. — You  are 
wrong.  The  description  of  the  ‘'spirit-cuff” 
is  clearly  explained  in  the  December  issue. 
Instead  of  having  a  regulation  rivet,  you  use 
a  screw  that  does  not  taper.  By  taking  the 
illustration  to  any  first-class  mechanic,  he 
will  for  a  few  cents  make  you  the  false  rivet 
in  question.  The  rivet  simply  screws  into 
the  hinge,  which  is  threaded.  If  this  does 
not  fully  explain,  send  stamped  envelope,  and 
we  will  send  you  a  small  model  free  of 
charge. 
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Robert  Madison,  Uakland,  Cal. —  You  must 
not  take  Herbert  Albini  seriously.  He  has 
always  been  arrogant,  and  he  simply  can’t 
help  it.  If  he  had  been  more  diplomatic  in 
his  time,  he  would  rank  among  the  cele¬ 
brated  magicians.  But  his  own  actions  have 
kept  him  back.  We  must  give  him  credit  for 
being  a  clever  performer  with  the  egg  bag, 
which  he  brought  to  this  country  in  its  pres¬ 
ent  form.  In  introducing  the  glass  box, 
Larry  Crane  also  gets’  fresh,  but  then  that  is 
the  way  those  conjurers  have;  so  let  us  over¬ 
look  their  talk,  and  look  at  their  work. 

*  *  * 

H.  Wertz. — We  advise  you  to  join  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  American  Magicians.  Better  become 
acquainted  with  some  member  who  will  vouch 
for  you,  and  if  you  are  eligible  and  of  age 
you  can  become  a  member. 

*  *  * 

Harry  R.  Allport,  Liverpool,  Eng. — The 
automaton  you  mention  that  played  draughts 
was  very  common  ten  years  ago,  and  has 
been  dressed  as  a  Turk,  Indian,  Arab,  etc., 
etc.  It  was  a  clever  deception.  A  human 
being  worked  the  various  movements,  being 
cleverly  concealed  by  a  series  of  drawers, 
which  were  shown  open,  one  after  the  other, 
to  prove  that  no  one  was  concealed.  But 
when  the  upper  part  was  shown  empty,  the 
confederate  was  in  the  lower  part,  and  when 
the  lower  part  was  exposed  he  would  move 
to  the  top,  and  only  one  part  at  a  time  was 
shown  open.  Generally,  expert  players  are 
used,  and  as  the  concealed  player  can  resort 
to  tables  and  various  books  he  always  has  the 
advantage  of  his  opponent.  The  earliest  auto- 
matom  chess  player  originated  with  Von 
Kemplin  in  the  eighteenth  century.  It  is  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  number  of  books.  Allen  Shaw 
is  now  in  America.  So  is  Henry  Lee.  Both 
are  playing  dates.  A  letter  addressed  to  this 
magazine  wilt  positively  be  placed  in  their 
hands. 

*  *  * 

L.  Pause,  Trenton. — Sample  mailed. 

*  *  * 

George  Francis,  Providence,  R.  I. — Thanks 
for  your  interest.  Have  mailed  the  cutting 
to  party  mentioned  in  your  letter.  The  party 
using  the  advertisement  is  what  is  known 
among  the  Indians  as  “wally-walley.”  Or  in 
plain  king’s  English,  “the  bull-con,”  and 
hardly  worthy  of  mention. 


Vasco,  Pittsburgh — First  of  all  do  you 
think  it  was  very  nice  for  you  to  even  try 
to  queer  the  master  of  them  all?  We  don’t 
think  so.  You  cannot  buy  the  Romer  cuffs, 
unless  you  run  across  them  in  a  pawn  shop 
or  some  place  where  they  sell  second-hand 
equipments.  The  Marlin  fire  arms  cuffs  are 
not  made  any  more. 

=1:  *  * 

Pickier,  G.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. — If  you  have 
a  good  trade,  stick  to  it.  You  can  seek  for 
engagements  after  work  hours,  but  don’t 
burn  your  bridges. 

*  *  * 

John  J.  Allen,  Washington,  D.  C. — Yes. 
Send  them  along.  Will  be  pleased  to  receive 
the  material  you  mention. 

*  ^  ^ 

W.  D;  Leroy. — Write  full  particulars  of  the 
matter  mentioned  when  you  are  ready.  We 
are  acquainted  with  the  article  in  question. 

^ 

Gustave  Fasola,  London,  Eng. — Will  look 
up  the  data  on  returning  to  New  York.  In 
case  anything  is  discovered  will  let  you  know. 

*  *  * 

A.  A.  Gildemeister,  East  Toledo,  Ohio. — 
You  can  buy  cuffs  from  The  Detective  Pub¬ 
lishing  Co.,  6249  Cottage  Grove  avenue,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill. 

*  *  =!= 


Barter  and  Exchange 


Advertisements  under  this  heading  are  accepted  free 
of  charge;  there  is  no  after  graft  and  you  bind 
yourselves  to  nothing;  we  only  reserve  the  right  to 
exclude  any  advertisement  we  do  not  wish  in  our  pa¬ 
per. 

Please  Inform  us  of  all  unfair  dealings  as  we  wish 
to  protect  our  readers. 

Make  your  advertisement  brief  and  condensed,  omlt- 
ing  unnecessary  words. 


Will  exchange  Hoffman’s  Modern  Magic 
for  Roterberg’s  Modern  Wizard,  Later  Day 
Tricks,  Secrets  of  Stage  Conjuring  or  a  Mag¬ 
netic  Number  Box.  Have  standard  works  of 
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-magic  which  I  will  exchange  for  anj^thing  of 
equal  value.  W.  F.  Baker,  1802  Wood  St., 
Wheeling,  W.  Va. 

*  *  * 

What  have  you  to  offer  for  brand  new 
trunk  and  sack  mystery  with  ties,  and  water¬ 
proof  covering  for  trunk?  Can  be  worked 
single  or  double.  Also  have  spirit  post. 
Vasco,  1418  Beaver  Ave.,  Allegheny,  Pa. 

^  ^  % 

Wanted. — Clock  dial  card  star;  card  can¬ 
dlestick;  nest  of  boxes  for  ring  trick  card 
raising  oack  of  cards;  the  skeleton  stand;  box 
and  cage;  watch  and  card  target,  and  other 
annaratus.  I  have  some  good  new  things  to 
-offer  in  exchange.  Let  me  hear  from  you. 
John  N.  Hilliard,  542  Blossom  Road,  Roches¬ 
ter,  N.  Y. 

*  *  * 

Wanted. — A  copy  of  “Pliney  Miles’  Amer¬ 
ican  Mneumonics.”  Adrian  Plate,  143  Liberty 
St.,  New  York. 

* 

Wanted. — Best  offer  for  my  complete  outfit 
of  m.agic;  am  retiring;  trunk  trick;  vanishing 
lady ;  duck  box ;  fine  center  table ;  complete 
stage  outfit.  Will  exchange  part  for  a  large 
Ruhmkorff  coil.  C.  O.  Lorenz,  Port  Arthur, 
Texas. 

*  *  * 

Will  trade  Kellar’s  milk  and  coffee  trick 
-and  Karlemann’s  cubes  and  other  magical 
apparatus  for  books  and  good  parlor  tricks. 
E.  D.  Williams,  29  Seymour  Ave.,  Utica,  N.  Y. 

*  *  ♦ 

Have  a  lot  of  magical  apparatus  which  1 
wo’dd  like  to  exchange.  Also  a  gramaphone 
with  one  hundred  records  and  five-foot  brass 
horn.  Chas.  J.  Hagan,  1431  Avenue  A,  New 
York  City. 


*  * 

What  have  you  to  offer  for  a  lot  of  good 
magical  apparatus  and  books?  The  Great 
Talley,  280  Mott  St.,  New  York  City. 

* 

What  am  I  offered  for  following:  Kellar’s 
ring  trick  (nest  of  boxes)  ;  growth  of  flow¬ 
ers  ;  six-foot  brass  throw-out  flag  staff ;  two 
side  tables ;  one  glass  top  table ;  lot  of  hand¬ 
cuff  keys?  Arthur  Mosher,  Little  Valley, 
N.  Y. 


The  material  for  these  articles  was  gathered  dur¬ 
ing  the  author’s  first  tour  of  Great  Britain,  and 
was  prepared  for  publication  in  book  form.  This 
was  dene  in  response  to  the  thousands  of  requests 
for  light  upon  the  methods  used  by  the  horde  of  imi¬ 
tators  who  sprang  up  at  that  time.  After  the  manu¬ 
script  had  been  completed,  the  pressure  of  professional 
engagements  prevented  immediate  publication.  The 
te.vt  will  now  be  printed  for  the  first  time  in  month¬ 
ly  instalments  in  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine, 
to  whose  pages  it  is  peculiarly  appropriate.  Readers 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  fact  of  its  being  pre¬ 
pared  for  publication  in  book  form  necessitates  a 
somewhat  arbitrary  and  unusual  division  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  instalments,  but.  in  its  entirety,  this  treatise  on 
I’andcuff  secrets  will  be  the  most  complete  and  re¬ 
liable  volume  ever  published  on  this  unique  form 
of  mystery  and  entertainment. 

Copyright,  190G.  By  Harry  E'oudini.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 

^  * 


Instalment  No.  X. 

Instrument  for  Removing  Plug  from  Plug 
Eight  English  Handcuff. 

Since  writing  Instalment  No.  3,  in  the 
November  issue  of  this  magazine,  I  have 
received  a  number  of  letters  askine  for 
the  best  method  for  removing  the  ping 
from  the  plug  eight  English  handcuff.' 

Sometimes  it  is  ver)^  essential  to  re- 
move  the  plug,  for  with  the  plug  in  the 
cuff  the  regular  lock  opener  cannot  be 
inserted,  so  herewith  are  presented  two 
instruments  which  will  be  of  valuable 
assistance  to  the  embyro  handcuff  king, 
when  the  cuffs  are  firmly  fastened,  so  as 
to  allow  absolutely  no  movements  of  the 
wrist. 

The  instrument  depicted  in  lilustration 
No.  I  is  used  for  removing  the  plug 
when  the  handcuffs  are  fastened  in  from, 
and  the  plug  cannot  be  reached  with 
something  in  the  mouth,  i.  e.,  when  the 
keyhole  is  facing  downward,  for  it  is 
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easy  enough  to  remove  the  plug  when 
the  keyhole  faces  upwards  without  this 
■instrument. 


ILLUSTRATION  NO.  1. 

Instrmueiit  used  for  removing  the  plug  from  the 
■plug  eight  English  handeuflf  when  hands  are  fas¬ 
tened  in  front. 

Modus  operand! :  Place  the  instru¬ 
ment  into  the  mouth  sq  that  the  teeth 
hold  the  wooden  wheel  A ;  the  part 
marked  H  is  now  placed  into  the  two 
tsmall  holes  on  top  of  the  plug  of  the 
cuff,  and  with  the  tongue  turn  the  cog 
wheel  B ;  by  turning  B  the  brass  rod  C 
IS  caused  to  revolve  inside  of  the  cylin¬ 
der  D,  which  in  turn  causes  the  two  cog 
■wheels  E  at  the  end  to  revolve,  thereby 
revolving  H  (which  is  fastened  on  rod 
'G  inside  of  cylinder  D)  and  turning  the 
plug  in  any  desired  direction. 

When  the  handcuff  is  locked  on  the 
liands  behind  the  back,  the  instrument 
depicted  in  illustration  Xo.  2  is  used. 

Modus  operandi :  As  you  have  use  of 
only  one  hand,  take  hold  of  the  instru¬ 
ment  and  guide  the  two  points  on  the 
■end  into  the  respective  holes  on  the  toj) 
of  the  plug  of  the  handcuff ;  holding  the 
index  finger  at  the  stationary  point  xA, 


with  the  thumb  turn  the  side  wheel  C, 
which,  being  firmly  fastened  to  the  cylin¬ 
der  B,  causes  the  two  end  points  in  the 


o  bt)  'L 


ILLUSTRATION  NO.  2. 

Instrument  used  for  removing  the  plug  from  the 
plug  eight  Engiish  handcuff  when  the  hands  are 
fastened  behind  the  hack. 

I'.oles  on  top  of  the  plug  of  the  cuff  to 
revolve  in  any  desired  direction,  thus 
making  it  possible  to  remove  the  plug. 

Lock.  Pickers. 

In  my  many  years  of  travel  all  over 
the  world  I  have  met  and  had  lengthy 
talks  with  the  world’s  best  lock  pickers. 
By  this  I  do  not  mean  men  who  have  a 
second  key,  but  simon-pure  lock  open¬ 
ers  ;  so  I  am  in  a  position  to  describe 
just  what  can  be  done  with  lock  pickers. 

America  has  had  and  still  possesses 
the  best  lock  pickers  in  the  world. 

For  thirty  years  (from  1821  to  1851) 
Messrs.  Bramah  &  Co.  exhibited  a  pad¬ 
lock  in  their  shop  in  Piccadilly  street, 
London,  to  which  was  appended  a  sign 
as  follows :  “The  artist  who  can  make 
an  instrument  that  will  pick  or  open  this 
lock  will  receive  two  hundred  guineas 
(about  $1,000.00)  the  moment  it  is  pro¬ 
duced.” 

Mr.  A.  C.  Hobbs,  of  America,  having 
obtained  permission  from  Messrs.  Bra¬ 
mah  &  Co.  to  trv  his  skill  in  opening 
said  lock,  all  arrangements  were  made, 
on  July  23,  1851.  The  lock  was  en¬ 
closed  in  a  block  of  wood  and  screwed 
to  a  door;  the  screws  were  sealed,  leav¬ 
ing  only  the  keyhole  and  hasp  accessi¬ 
ble  to  Mr.  Hobbs.  When  he  was  not 
operating,  the  keyhole  was  covered  with 
a  band  of  iron  and  sealed  by  Mr.  Hobbs, 
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SO  that  no  other  person  should  have  ac¬ 
cess  to  the  keyhole. 

After  spending  more  than  sixteen 
days  in  preparation  and  fifty  hours  in 
the  room  with  the  lock,  on  Saturday, 
.August  30,  1851.  Hobbs  fairly  ojjenea 
and  locked  the  lock  fr'r  the  committee 
and  received  the  reward  of  two  hundred 
guineas. 


JAMES  SARGENT. 

The  Rochester  Edison  who  picked  Yale's  lock  after 
Hobbs  (who  was  considered  the  greatest  lock  picker 
that  ever  lived),  failed  to  accept  Yale's  challenge  to 
pick  this  lock.  Yale  had  prevlousl.v  picked  Hobb's 
lock. 

Hobbs  also  picked  Chubb’s  lock  in 
London  at  the  Crystal  Palace  in  1851, 
and  previous  to  this  he  picked  Newell’s 
lock  in  Boston,  Mass.  He  now  in  turn 
constructed  a  lock  which  was  picked  by 
Linus  Yale,  also  an  American,  and  Yale 
in  turn,  years  after,  had  his  lock  opened 


by  James  S.  Sargent,  the  inventor  of 
the  present  day  time  locks. 

Sargent  took  nine  hours  to  pick  the 
Yale  double  dial  bank  lock  on  October 
13,  1869,  and  it  had  been  agreed  that 
he  was  to  be  allowed  forty-eight  work¬ 
ing  hours  to  accomplish  this.  He  re¬ 
ceived  $1,200.00  for  the  task  and  the 
New  York  Times  of  October  14,  1869, 
had  a  very  good  account  of  this  match. 

Air.  Sargent’s  photo  is  published  in 
this  article  as  he  is  the  grand  master  of 
all  the  historical  lock  pickers.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and 
although  a  very  old  man  possesses  all 
his  faculties  which  were  brought  into 
plav  in  several  long  chats  we  had  to¬ 
gether.  He  presented  me  with  several 
of  his  lock  pickers,  and  I  shall  describe 
the  original  and  only  method  he  used 
for  opening  the  safes  of  his  rivals  and 
so  winning  the  various  sums  of  money 
which  were  wagered  against  his  skill. 

At  the  Sargent  &  Greenleaf  factory  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  there  is  a  man  named 
\'alentine  Sanders,  who  is  a  very  clever 
lock  opener,  and  from  my  acquaintance 
V.  ith  him,  I  can  honestly  pronounce  him 
th.e  most  expert  safe  opener  in  the  world 
to-day.  But  bear  in  mind  we  have  lots 
of  other  good  men,  although  I  have  not 
met  them  all. 

Ydien  in  Wolverhampton,  England,  I 
met  Mr.  A.  E.  Price  (the  son  of  George 
Price),  who  is  manufacturing  fireproof 
safes.  To  Mr.  Price,  Sr.,  belongs  the 
credit  of  inventing  really  fireproof  safes. 
Mr.  Price,  Jr.,  treated  me  handsomely 
and  presented  me  with  an  autographed 
copy  of  his  father’s  work,  “Price  on 
Thief  and  Eireproof  Depositories  and 
Loeks  and  Keys.  Wolverhampton,  1855.” 

This  is  the  only  book  in  the  world 
known  to  treat  exhaustively  of  the  •sub¬ 
ject  of  locks  and  lock  picking. 
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Remember  it  takes  time  to  pick  a  lock, 

so  when  giving  a  public  performance  it 
is  wise  to  protect  yourself  by  limiting 
your  abilities  to  regulation  handcufifs,  as 
these  usually  only  take  a  few  seconds  to 
open.  The  majority  of  my  imitators  ad¬ 
vertise  that  they  can  open  anything  and 
everything  in  the  way  of  locks  and  bolts, 
but  after  careful  investigation  I  find 
that  they  work  with  confederaies,  and 
tliat  their  advertisements  are  misleading, 
for  were  they  able  to  do  half  what  they 
advertise  their  achievements  wuuld  place 
them  on  a  level  with  a  supernatural  be¬ 
ing. 


(To  be  continued.) 


Mm 

JL  FOR. 
QEGINNERS 


SIMPLE  METHOD  OF  EXCHANGING 
A  MARKED  COIN. 


In  case  you  have  to  exchange  a  gen¬ 
uinely  marked  coin  in  the  course  of  your 
performance,  the  reader  can  try  the  fol¬ 
lowing  method  once,  and  he  will  find 
that  it  is  most  effective,  and  no  false 
movements  are  required.  There  are 
lots  of  methods  of  exchanging  coins, 
but  this  is  the  cleanest  and  simplest  we 
know. 

First  of  all  take  two  ordinary  play¬ 
ing  cards,  and  place  them  face  to  face ; 
uow  place  them  in  this  position  on  a 
table  or  chair,  with  the  coin  that  you 
are  going  to  exchange  for  the  borrow¬ 
ed  one  underneath,  in  such  a  position 
that  you  can  easily  pick  it  up.  Advance 
to  the  audience,  ask  for  (let  us  say)  a 
half  dollar,  as  that  is  the  magician’s 
favorite  coin  size. 


When  you  have  been  offered  the 
coin,  say  ‘T  have  no  wish  to  touch  the 
coin,  as  I  wish  it  marked  before  it 
leaves  the  loaner’s  hands.”  You  look 


about  for  a  plate,  and  not  seeing  one, 
(for  the  simple  reason  you  have  no  wish 
for  one)  accidentally  on  purpose  spy  the 
playing  card ;  walk  deliberately  up  to 
it,  pick  it  up  and  say  that  you  will  ask 
the  gentlemen  to  place  the  coin  on  the 
card,  and  ask  them  to  watch  it  very 
carefully.  When  the  marked  coin  is 
q:ilaced  on  the  card  simply  hold  it  on  its 
place  by  using  only  your  thumb.  The 
concealed  coin  you  are  now  holding 
with  only  your  index  finger,  as  you  show 
the  audience  the  coin  on  top.  With  a 
slight  movement  turn  the  card  around 


and  show  the  coin  under  your  index 
finger.  You  can  now  go  ahead  with 
your  trick,  as  it  is  hardly  possible  that  it 
is  suspected  you  are  deliberately  and 
boldly  deceiving  them  right  in  front  of 
their  eyes. 

America  at  Last  for  Robinson 
Chung  Ling  Soo  (  W.  E,  Robinson) 
has  signed  contracts  for  the  Klaw  & 
Erlanger  tour  to  open  in  September. 
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IMPORTANT  NOTICE! 

The  serials  now  running  in  this  magazine  will  be  continued 
from  month  to  month  until  the  entire  field  in  the  handcuff 
mystery  is  exhausted  and  other  facts  established  ;  we  will  al¬ 
ways  describe  spiritualistic  and  illusionary  effects  and  show  how 
to  do  magical  tricks  in  general ;  so  if  you  are  not  a  subscriber 
kindly  fill  out  the  subscription  blank  below  and  send  it  to  us  with 
one  dollar  and  have  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  sent  to 
you  regularly  and  promptly  each  month.  Back  numbers  can 
be  purchased  at  lOc.  a  copy. 


RILL  OUT  THIS  RORM  INOW 


And  mail  it,  together  with  One  Dollar,  to  XllG  Coil" 

inrers^  Magazine  Publisliing  Co.,  278 
W.  113th  Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Genti.Em:EN  : 

Please  send  me  CONJURERS’ 
MONTHLY  MAGAZINE  for  twelve  months, 

-commencing  with  the . . 

issue,  for  which  I  enclose  One  Dollar. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Dated 


190 


HENRY  HARDIN  (Si  CO. 

Special izers  in  Advanced  Magical  Effects  and 
—  — —  Hodern  Spirit  Secrets 

We  are  in  constant  receipt  of  the  most  valuable  Foreign  and  American  ideas  and 
many  of  our  productions  are  now  being  used  by  the  foremost  m3^stifiers  of  the  world. 

Send  two  cent  stamp  for  “  Memorandum  of  Magic  ”  to 

Henry  Hardin  &  Co.,  Box  1413,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  anywhere.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 


Martinka  &  Go. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


Hotel  Putnam 

(Opposite  Madison  Square  Garden) 

FOURTH  AVE.  AND  26tli  STREET  NEW  YORK  CITY 


A  New  Hotel  with  all  modern 
improvements,  centrally  located. 
European  Plan.  ::  ::  :: 

Rooms  $1.00  per  da}-. 

With  Bath  $1.50  per  da^'  and  upwards 


Cafe  and  Restaurant  Unsurpasse<i 
Reasonable  Prices 
Orchestra  Music 
Special  Rates  to  the  Profession 

SAMUEL  GLANTZ  N.  J.  WEIS5 

Proprietor  Manager 


The  City  Magical  Company 

MAKUFACTURERS  OF 

magical  JIpparaius 

1,  Amersham  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 

Everything  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic,  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter  &c.  Applications  for  Eists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

We  Ixav-e  tHe  Latest  Lueopean  Novelties 

Manager  :  Mr.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka.  M.  I.  M.  C. 


Grand  Opera  House 

Under  the  i>ersonal  management 
of  the  owner,  Mr.  Harry  Davis 

Pittsburg’s  (Penna.)  only  Continuous 
Performance 

VAUDEVILLE  THEATRE. 

A  Place  of  Cheer  Throughout  the  Year. 

Always  a  Good  Show. 

Presenting  the  Highest  ClaSsActS  of  America 
and  Europe 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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ARNOLD  De  BIERE 


The  Al\va3"S  Working  Magician,  introduc¬ 
ing  the  newest  of  the  best  illusions. 
Prolonged  three  times  at  the  London 
Alhambra. 


J.  WARREIN  KEAINE 

128  West  34th  Street,  N.  Y. 
PRESENTS 


OR 


THE  DIAL  OF  ETERNITY 

This  wonderful  dial  answers  correctly 

50,000  Historical,  Dates  and  Events* 
100,000  Geographical  and  Statistical  facts,  &c. 


35,  New  Oxford  Street,  T.  W.  G.  London,  Eng. 

I  LIMITED  gnjj  (Qjiy  QgpQi)  29,  LudgateHill,  E.  C. 

WE  BEG  TO  NOTIFY  OUK  NUMEROUS  CLIENTS  OP  OUR  REMOVAL  PROM  OUR  LATE  PREM¬ 
ISES  231  HIGH  HOLEORN,  W.  C.  TO  OUR  BRANCH  AT  35  NEW  OXFORD  STREET,  W.  C.,  WHICH 
NOW  BECOMES  OUR  HEAD  DEPOT  FOR  CONJURIING  TRICKS  See. 

FOR  THE  CONVENIENCE  OP  CITY  CUSTOMERS  AND  THOSE  ARRIVING  IN  TOWN  AT  CITY 
STATIONS,  WE  HAVE  OPENED  NEW  PREMISES  AT  29,  LUDGATE  HILL,  E.  C.  AT  BOTH  BRANCH¬ 
ES,  ARRANGEMENTS  HAVE  BEEN  ESPECIALLY  MADE  TO  ENABLE  THE  BEST  &  PROMPTEST 
ATTENTION  TO  EE  GIVEN  TO  CALLERS  AND  ALSO  TO  MAIL  ORDERS. 

HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  TRAVELLING  THIMBLE 

An  Entirely  New  Method 

Just  one  of  the  many  brilliant  effects  is  as  follows:  The  performer  shows  an  ordinary  thimble  on 
his  finger.  He  removes  it  and  hands  it  to  be  examined.  One  of  the  audience  places  thimble  on  forefinger 
of  left  hand.  Thimble  is  invisibly  transferred  to  the  corresponding  finger  of  the  right  hand.  Showing  It 
plainly  performer  places  finger  against  the  left  palm  and  quite  slowly  closes  his  fingers  over  the  thimble 
and  finger.  The  latter  he  withdraws,  leaving  thimble  behind.  He  then  shows  his  right  hand  back  and 
front  thoroughly,  but  upon  his  opening  his  left  hand  the  thimble  has  entirely  vanished. 

This  and  many  other  beautiful  effects  which  may  be  obtained  are,  if  nicely  shown,  apparently  miracles. 
We  can  moreover  pnsitivelv  assert  that  two  thimbles  are  not  used. 

Price  5/-  post  free.  United  Kingdom  5/1. 

British  Empire  5  /4. 

Any  foreign  Country  5/10,  or  1  Dollar,  40  cents. 

HAMLEY’S  NOVEL  COIN  WAND 

This  wand  is  quite  new  and  is  made  on  hitherto  unused  principle  so  far  as  magic  is  concerned.  The 
effect  is  wonderful  in  the  extreme.  The  trick  is  worked  as  follows:  The  performer  borrows  3  coins  and 
throws  them  up  in  the  air  and  they  vanish.  He  now  takes  the  wand,  which  is  quite  a  thin  one  about  3 
feet  in  length,  made  of  brass  handsomely  nickled. .  This  is  first  of  all  given  for  examination,  he  then 
waves  it  about  in  the  air,  the  audience  sees  a  coin  adhering  to  the  top  of  the  wand.  This  coin  he  takes 
off  and  gives  it  to  audience  to  examine.  He  proceeds  again  in  this  way,  and  produce's  another  coin  and 
then  another,  both  of  which  are  handed  immediately  to  the  audience.  The  marvellous  part  about  this  wand 
is  that  it  can  at  any  moment  be  handed  for  examination.  It  is  impossible  to  overrate  the  value  of  the 
wand,  because  it  can  be  used  for  any  ordinary  puroose,  and  yet  this  astonishing  trick  can  be  performed 
at  any  time  by  its  aid.  The  price  is  no  indication  of  its  value  which  is  very  considerably  more,  but  as  we 
anticipate  selling  a  large  number  we  are  enabled  to  offer  them  at  this  price.  We  have  only  a  limited  num¬ 
ber  of  these  in  stock  at  present,  so  orders  should  be  sent  early  in  order  to  secure  one. 

Price  5/6,  post  free  5/11. 

Abroad  7/6,  or  1  Dollar,  80  cents. 
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THeodore  Hardeen 

The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  whom  all  business 
comniunications  can  be  addressed. 

£  noute  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jin^cr  <5-  Bauer.  SO  Rupert  St.,  London,  tZJ. 


Just  Out ! 

1907  Supplimeutary  Catalogue 

Containing  description  of  latest  tricks,  all  the  new 
books  on  magic  etc.  Also  List  No.  43  of  bigger  bar¬ 
gains  than  ever.  Am  closing  out  all  odds  and  ends  that 
have  accunm  lated  at  any  price  they  will  bring. 
Both  lists  sent  upon  receipt  of  two  cent  stamp.  Cata¬ 
logue  of  tricks  free.  Professional  catalogue  of  750 
tricks,  170  pages  20  cents. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

17G  Ontario  Street  CKica^o,  Ill. 


Magic  Catalogue  Just  Out,  New  lOc 

Large  lllust.  Book  Catalogue  in  Preparation. 

We  keep  every  Trick,  Magic  Book  or  Paper  for 
Sale.  Selbits  “  Magic  Bricks,  ”  Stage  Size,  $7.00 

Important  Notice 

Full  page  half-tone  cuts  of  leading  professionals 
and  amateurs  of  the  world  inserted  in  my 
mammoth  200  page  illustrated  book  catalogue 
(Now  in  preparation.)  Send  Photo  and $20. 00 


\V.  D.  Leroy,  103  Court  SL,  Boston,  Mass. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

48  CRANBOURNE  STREET 

OPPOSITE  LONDON  HIPPODROME 
Cable  Address  Paulcook,  London.  Phone  4539  Gerard 
Traveling  Representative  :  :  :  Jliss  Pauline  Cook 


1621  Broadway,  (Dept.  4,)  Brook'yn,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


New  Catalogue  Lists  ai:d  Pargi'n  Slieet.s  for  Stamp. 


AN  EXPOSE  OF  CRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 

exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her¬ 
ald  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoling  this  book. 
Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented.” 

Price  Tvventyfive  cents. 

Conjurers'  Monthly  Magazine 

273  West  113th  Street  Mew  York 

or  THEO.  HARDEEN  50  Rupert  St  W. 

Care  of  Anger  &  Bauer,  London,  England 


New  Lis's  will  be  sint 
P  R  E  E 

Large  catalogue  listing  the  latest  and  best  tricks 
15  cents. 


BAILEY  (SL  TRIPP  CO.. 


Box  410 


Cambridgeport,  Mass. 
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The  British  Barnum 

DR.  WALFORD  BODIE 


The  Electric  Wizard ! 

The  Famous  Bloodless  Surgeon  ! 
The  Record  Breaker 

Playing  the  Leading  Halls  and  Theatres  in  Great  Britian  to  overflow  houses 


Head  Office : 

163  Blackfriars  Road, 

LONDON,  S.  E. 

London  Agent : 

HR.  HARRY  DAY,  THE  PIONEER 


Cablegrams 
“BODIElSn”  London 


American  arrangements  made  by  Miss  Jene  Jacobs  and  Mr.  Harry  Day. 
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History  of  Magic 


European  Notes 


Reading  and  Rubbish 


Jottings  and  Jumblings 


Handcuff  Secrets 


Tricks  for  Amateurs 


Number  U 


Price,  10  Cents 


Entered  as  second-class  matter  September  12.  1906.  at  the  p<»t  office  at  New  York.  N.  Y.,  under  tbe  act 
of  Congress  of  Idarch  3,  1879. 
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Cable  Address  :  “Avengment,  London. 
Telephone  No.  1919  Gerrard 


Members  T.  V.  and  C.  A.  A. 


ANGER  &  BAUER 


AGENTS  FOR 


Bnolisb,  Emedcan  anb  Continental  IDaviet'?  Edistes 

50  RUPERT  STREET,  W. 


English  and  Continental  Representatives  for 
Messrs.  A.  Bonamici  and  Franli  E.  Fillis’s  Enterprises  in  South  Africa. 


LONDON,  ENG 


Harry  Day 

THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  House,  Arundle  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


Manhattan  Detective  Agency, 

OPPOSITE  METROPOLITJiN  OPERJi  HOUSE 
1^10  Broadway,  Corner  39tS^  Street 

Thirty-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines  of 
detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  in  criminal 
and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  Mercantile  Houses,  Factories,  Corpora¬ 
tions,  Lawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 


Suite 


Xelepbone  4'(380  Bryant 


■J 


;WANTED==^ 

Information  regarding  the  old-time  Magicians,  Foreign  or  American,  that  will  enlighten  the  Magicians  of 
the  World,  as  to  the  real  facts  of  the  old-timers.  Up  to  the  present  date  no  one  has  been  in  a  position  to 
speak  with  authority  of  exact  dates,  and  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  to  give  credit 
to  whom  credit  is  due.  Old  programmes,  Lithos  and  Photos  of  magicians  are  always  solicited.  Whenever 
sending  photos  or  material  kindly  send  note  with  same,  with  all  information  possible. 

V/c  want  a  photo  of  every  magician  so  as  to  be  able  to  eventually 
compile  a  Magicians*  Encyclopedia^ 

Address:  Conjtirers*  MontHly  Magazine 

27S  W.  113tK  St.,  New  YorK 


MOTE:  JIny  one  sending  information  will  be  given  full  credit  in  our  columns. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Mcnlhly  Magazine  when  answering  advertisement.® 
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In  the  future  we  intend  to  have  a  professional  card 
column,  for  which  ac  will  charge  a  very  low  rate.  Cards 
will  only  be  accepted  for  at  least  a  six  months’  run.  Cost 
to  be  $3  semi-annually  and  $5  annually,  payable  hn  advance  for  space  of  C)ne  inch.  The  rate  for  this  column 
has  nothing  to  do  with  our  usual  advertising  rates,  being  simply  a  sfiecial  inducement  lor  our  regular  sub¬ 
scribers. 


CLINTON  BURGESS 

Champion  Stage  Card.  JHanipulator  of  /imqrica 

Open  for  engagements  for  clubs,  parties  and  parlor 
entertainments. 

163  St.  Nicholas  Ave.,  N.  Y.  City 

Prof.  NATHU  MANCHACHAND 

The  Great  Indian  M agician 

Care  Dr.  Bhagwando 

Old  Hanuman  Bane, 
Kalbadevie  Road,  Bombay,  India 

BERT  KILBY 

The  Mysterious  Entertainer 

Presenting  the  latest  of  the  newest  tricks 

New  Britain.  Conn. 

CHAFALO 

The  Italian  necromancer  assisted  by  the  Italian 
beauty  Mile  Capretto 

In  his  mysterious  novelU^  magicial  performance 

“  Tee=ta=talk.” 

Permanent  Address  :  Conjurers'  Magazine 

278  West  113th  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

BERT  WIQQIN 

W.  L.  HICKS 

The  Honk-honk  Mystifier.  JHso  Lightning  Crayon 
Sketch  Jlrtist. 

Ii_ope  Manipulator,  Handcuff  Expert  and  Packing 
Case  Evador 

Permanent  Address,  Trafalgar  Hotel, 

Western  Representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine. 

115  Bast  14th  Street,  New  York. 

Saratoga  Hotel,  Chicago,  Ill. 

JAILBREAKER  EXPOSED! 


WILLIAM  H.  CRAIG, 
Sheriff 


OFFICE  OF 


JOHN  J.  BIRDS  ALL 
Jailer 


Monroe  County  Jail 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.,  July  2nd,  1907. 


State  of  New  York,  4 
County  of  Monroe,  )  S.  S. 

City  oi  Roehester,  ) 

JOHN  J.  EIRDSALL,  being  DULY  SWORN,  deposes  and  says  that  he  is  the  JAILER 
OF  MONROE  COUNTY  JAIL  at  RocHester,  New  YorK  State,  and  that  on  this 
date  there  personally  appeared  at  the  above  Jail  the  manager  of  Brindamour,  the  Jail  Breaker, 
who  is  showing  at  the  Lyceum  Theatre  this  week,  and  stated  that  Brindamour  had  advertised 
to  give  an  exhibiton  before  the  representatives  of  the  daily  press  at  the  Jail  at  eleven  cdclock, 
A.  M.  but  that  IT  WAS  IMPOSSIBLE  FOR  HIM  TO  GO  ON  and  do  so  successfully 
without  first  “ARRANGING  THINGS*’  with  me. 

I  told  him  that  I  would  permit  him  to  give  the  exhibition  and  would  lock  him  in  a  cell, 
but  would  not  be  a  party  to  any  “ARRANGING.”  If  he  could  beat  the  cells  I  wanted  to 

know  it.  ,  ,  .  . 

At  11  30  A  M.  BRINDAMOUR  CAME.  AND  I  offered  to  locR  him 
in  a  ceil,  challeueina  him  to  get  out  unaided,  but  HE  DE- 
cTumED  IN  THE  PRESENCE  OF  THE  REPORTERS  to  make 
the  attempt. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to 
before  me,  this  2d  day  of  July  1907,^ 

At  Rochester,  Alonroe  County,  N.  Y.  State 

(Signed)  JOS.  J.  LEGLER,  Com. 


(Signed)  JOHN  J.  BIRDSALL 


of  Deeds. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurors’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisement* 
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Conjurers* 

MONTHLY 

Magazine 

PUBLISHED  BY 

The  Conjurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Co. 

278  WEST  113th  STREET 
New  York  City 


Telephone  :  1514  Morningside 


Per  Year  $1.00  Single  Copies,  10  Cents 


Advertising  rates  payable  in  advance,  made  known 
on  application  to  above  address. 


Tbe  entire  contents  of  the  Conjurers’  Monthly 
Magazine  are  protected  by  copyright  and  must  not  be 
reproduced,  either  wholly  or  in  part  without  per¬ 
mission. 


The  magazine  is  for  sale  by  all  reputable  dealers 
of  conjuring  apparatus.  A  limited  number  of  back 
Issues  can  be  secured  at  ten  cents  each,  by  ad¬ 
dressing  the  publication  ofBce,  as  above. 


Foreign  representatives — London,  England,  Theo 
Hardeen,  care  Anger  &  Bauer.  50  Rupert  street,  W. : 
Moscow,  Russia.  T.  Bolin;  Vienna.  Austria,  Ottokar 
Fischer;  Teheran.  Persia,  James  Leahman. 


Contributions  on  all  topics  of  Interest  to  magi¬ 
cians  are  welcomed.  When  payment  is  expected,  the 
price  must  be  marked  plainly  on  the  manuscript; 
otherwise  it  will  be  regarded  as  complimentary.  No 
manuscripts  returned  unless  accompanied  by  stamped 
»nd  addressed  envelope. 


VoL.  I.  JULY  1907  No.  11 


Alagicians  have  no  protection  whatso¬ 
ever  for  any  idea  which  they  present. 
Net  even  a  patent  gives  the  sought  for 
protection  intended  by  law,  for  the  sim¬ 
ple  reason  that  the  drawings  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  a  few  cents  making  it  easier 
for  those  so  inclined,  to  steal  the  ideas, 
of  others. 

This  is  a  serious  matter  and  we  per¬ 
sonally  hope  to  see  the  time  when  a 
magician  will  be  protected  from  actually 
having  his  performance  copied. 

From  various  news  notes  we  have 
published  from  time  to  time,  it  will  be 
observed  that  Horace  Goldin  has  been 
very  busy  of  late  patenting  several  il¬ 
lusions  which  he  claims  to  have  in¬ 


vented,  in  this  way  hoping  to  prevent 
the  presentation  of  them  by  others. 

If  the  illusions  belong  to  him,  either  bv 
origination  or  by  purchase  of  brain  work 
from  some  one  else,  we  would  like  to 
see  him  win  and  become  entitled  to  the 
sole  exploitation  of  the  illusions  in 
question. 

*  >i<  4: 

It  oloviously  is  only  fair  that  the 
man  who  originates  a  performance 
should  derive  the  benefits  therefrom ; 
and,  if  the  laws  will  properly  protect 
the  originator,  much  good  will  hawe 
been  accomplished. 

>}c  ^ 

We  again  call  onr  readers’  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  September,  1907,  v/e 
celebrate  onr  first  anniversary. 

On  this  occasion  ’we  are  going  to 
place  an  anniversary  number  before  the 
publ'c  that  yon  will  all  be  proud  of;  the 
edition  being  the  largest  one  printed  up 
to  that  time. 

As  we  want  to  have  the  Conjurers’ 
Magazine  profusely  illustrated,  we  will 
make  a  special  reduced  rate  to  every 
conjurer  who  wishes  to  have  his  photo¬ 
graph  in  our  first  anniversary  number. 

for  one  dollar  and  a  half  ($1.50)  we 
will  make  a  half-tone  cut  of  your  pho¬ 
tograph,  print  your  picture  in  the  mag¬ 
azine,  and  after  the  magazine  comes 
from  the  press,  we  will  make  you  a 
present  of  your  cut  so  you  can  have  it 
for  your  private  use. 

All  cuts  will  be  of  uniform  size,  and 
none  specially  displayed.  First  come 
will  be  first  placed  on  the  pages  allotted 
to  this  matter.  With  the  dollar  and  a 
half  be  sure  to  send  a  good  photograph, 
drawing  or  sketch  of  yourself,  name 
and  a  few  lines  for  reading  matter  tO' 
go  underneath  your  picture. 

Kindly  bear  in  mind  that  the  half  tone 
cut  belongs  to  you  after  publication. 
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'oudiH 


Proper  PlaceImThe\ 

lniStOR.Yi£ 


In  tb:s  series  of  articles,  it  is  mr  intention  to 
O' rreet  many  errors  regarding  the  history  of  magic 
which  nave  existed  in  the  jiublic  mind  since  “The 
l  ife  of  Uobert  Houdin”  was  issued.  In  such  endeavor, 
necessarily.  I  liave  introduced  references  to  Houdin's 
contemporaries  and  to  magicians  who  preceded  »him 
which  will  make  the  series,  when  finished,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  histor.v  of  magic  from  16S0  to  the  present 
day.  In  order  to  prove  my  statements,  it  is  also  ne¬ 
cessary  to  wander  frequently  from  the  central  figure. 
Iloudin.  but  though  some  instalments  may  not  pre¬ 
sent  the  name  of  Houdin.  the  facts  presented  will, 
in  the  course  of  the  history's  development,  be  found 
to  have  direct  bearing  on  liis  life  and  work.  In 
faking  issue  with  these  generally  accepted  as  au¬ 
thorities  I  am  actuated  only  by  a  desire  to  set  be¬ 
fore  the'  world  of  magic,  the  true  facts  as  ascertained 
liv  me  during  rears  of  earnest  investigation  at  home 
.-nd  abroad,  and  to  do  justipe  to  those  who  pre¬ 
ceded  Houdin  and  to  whom  he  owed  a  greater  debt 
than  he  set  forth  in  his  autobiography. 

Copvright,  190G.  By  Harry  H  udint.  All  rights  re- 
■  •  ’  served. 


Instalment  No.  X 
Continued 

Isaac  Fawkes,  Original  presenter  of  the 
Orange  Tree  Trick 


and  after  the  fairs.  I  reproduce  a  clip¬ 
ping  from  my  collection,  showing 
Fawkes’  last  program.  Here  will  be 
seen  that  his  first  trick  was  causing  a 
tree  to  grow  up  in  a  flower  pot  on  the 
table  and  bear  ripe  fruit  in  a  minute’s 
time.  In  this  trick  Pinnetti  later  created 
much  comment,  and  115  years  later 
Robert-Houdin  claimed  it  as  his  own  in¬ 
vention,  “The  Orange  Tree.”  The  sing¬ 
ing  birds,  featured  by  Fawkes  and 
Pinchbeck,  were  included  in  Pinetti’s 
repertoire  during  his  English  tour  in 
1784,  so,  though  Robert-Houdin  also 
claimed  the  invention  of  these  automata, 
it  will  be  seen  that  three  men  possessed 
the  secret  before  his  time  and  handed 


When  Fawkes  was  not  in  partnership 
with  some  puppet  show  man,  he  always 
advertised  his  own  puppets  as  a  “court 
of  the  richest  and  largest  figures  ever 
shown  in  England,  being  as  big  as  men 
and  women.”  His  admission  charges 
varied,  but  12  pence  seemed  his  favorite 
figure.  About  six  years  before  his 
death,  he  had  his  own  theatre  in  James 
Street,  near  the  Haymarket,  in  which  he 
exhibited  for  months  at  a  time  before 


it  down  to  future  magicians.  As  to  the 
oransre  tree  trick  .  claimed  also  by 

o 

Robert-Houdin,  both  Halle  and  Weig- 
leb,  in  their  books  (1786-7)  exposed 
this  trick  completely. 

In  the  Gentlemen’s  Magazine,  that 
oft-quoted  and  m^'st  reliable  periodical, 
on  Eebruary  15th,  1731,  readers  are  in¬ 
formed  that  the  Algerian  Ambassadors 
witnessed  Eawkes’  performance.  At 
their  request  he  showed  them  a  prospect 
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of  Algiers  and  “raised  up  an  apple  tree 
which  bore  ripe  fruit  in  less  than  a  min¬ 
ute's  time,  which  several  of  the  com¬ 
pany  tasted  of.” 


Pinchbeck  the  elder,  and  Fawkes  the 
younger  were  in  a  booth  together  and 
Pinchbeck  was  advertised  as  doing  the 
“Dexterity  of  Hand”  performances. 


j  Jt  the  Cock  and  Half  Mmtt  Tavern  in  Chsnmy^tave 

'  neat  Temple- Bar. 

r4E  famous  Mr.  FAWKS 

p«f  forms  his  rnoft  furprizing  Tricks  hv 
Dfixtcriej  of  Hand,  with  his  CsB-dj,  fes 
carious  Wia  Krtfs,  Mice  and 
I  WftiichCurioiities  no  heribn  in  the  King. 

(iom  can  pretend  to  ihowlikehfnfelf.  To- 
!  gcthcrwmtUtesconderfol  Aaivm'of  Body 

perform'd  fay  his  Poftare  Mailer,  facing  a 
.Boy  afao«c  Ten  Years  of  Age,  Who  far  esc- 
«ed«/.1  that  ever  ftow'd  !n_Eurt^,  tvho  Transfwms  Ms  nodj' 


,  four  and  but  one  My.  to  the  Admltatbn  of  alt  Speflatofst 
Note.  We  oave  had  the  Honour  to  pertorm  before  his  prefenf  Majefty 
*!'  •/'«  udtokKir,/. 

Applsu.*.  Beginning  every  Evening  prccifely  at 

■  «  "S?.?***  Jtfiyate  PeifrKaisaict 


£,tsLifEaa& 


We  hear  that  young  Tawkev  and  Pischheck  are  now  arrived  jtt 
Xown  from  the  Bath  and  Saiiiburyj  where  they  baveydn  the 
moft  agreeable  Manner,  emertairied  the  Nobility  and  Quality  with 
their  very  furpritmg  Perforroancts  5  and  10  whom  the  latefamout, 
Mr.  Fawkei,  in  his  Lifie-tjtne,  had  communicated  all  ihofe  wonder- 
•fal  Secrets  which  gave  foch  univerfal  Satisfaflion  to  all  his  S^£la-- 
tors  :  And  we  are  Tikewife  allured,  that  every  Particular  Upreleiy'ii 
in  its  utmoft  Perfection,  viz.  His  Aitiliciai  View  of  ds  World/ 
liis  furprizing  Dcaterity  of  Hand,  in  which  he  caofts  a  Tree  to 
grbw  out  of  a  Flower-Pot  on  the'i'able,  which  bljffoms  and  be-rs 
ripe  Fruit  in  a  Minute’s  l  ime ;  bis  fomouy  little  Pofture-Mafler  of 
Peven  Years  old,  not  to  be  rqual’d  in  Europe,  w  ho  likewife  per¬ 
forms  on  the  flack  Rope  to  Admiration  ;  his  entertaining. Muiica I 
Clock,  with  two  beautiful  moving  Fitlures,  and  an  Aviary  of  BlrJs,- 
as  natural  as  Life  itl'clf  j  all'o  a  curious  Venetian  M.achii^iaH-w’<| 
by  all  Artiiis  to  be  the  fmeft  Piece  of  Workmanflrip  in  dje  Worldj 
aU  which  furprizing  Entertainments  we  hear  will  be  perf  .rm’d  next 
Week  at  the  late  Mr. Fawkes’s  Tbcatrejat  the  old  TecnisCdui't 
Snjaracs-flreet  near  the  Hay-market.  „ //i’jZ '•  ■ 


Clipping  from  the  London  “Post”  of  1732  (after 
the  death  of  Isaac  Fawkes) .  which  shows  the  collabera- 
tion  of  young  Fawkes  and  Pinchbeck,  and  proves  the 
existence  of  the  fruit  growing  on  a  tree  trick,  long 
before  H'oudln’s  time.  Pinchbeck  Invented  this  ex- 
p  riment.  which  Houdin  borrowed  and  claimed  as 
his  own. 


Clipping,  from  1725,  of  one  of  the  earliest  adver¬ 
tisements  of  Fawkes.  (From  the  Harry  Houdinl  col¬ 
lection.) 

Fawkes,  too,  had  a  son,  and  thus  the 
partnership  and  friendship  which  had 
existed  between  the  elder  Fawkes  and 
the  elder  Pinchbeck  were  carried  on  by 
the  second  generation.  All  of  the  mar¬ 
velous  apparatus  made  by  Pinchbeck  the 
elder,  for  Fawkes  may  have  been  passed 
on  by  the  latter  to  his  son,  but  in  1732 


i'-A  ‘  E»  -  S'e  and  FOWHUr  Theatre,  in  t'  ( 
Trn-j-  'nn>  ^  ‘n  fames-flreet,  near  the  Ha^-Micrkit,  fe  ta 
be  Feeh .  ■■  '‘.  '.■  mnj;  Ent^ainmeiits,  Viz. 

■CIRST,  his  furprking'Dcx- 

i  terity  of  Hm>4  f*;- dxceedingalvhitcjvr 

Perform  d  in  this  King«m.  id.  The  fiufacui 
Poftnre-Mafter.  jd.  The  MB-<kai  Ctosk,  that 
Plays  Tirictjf  of  Tunes,  on  the  Organ,  Plato, 
and  Ragele;  5  with  Birds,  Wbiftiiai:  and  Siug- 
injas  Natural  as  Life  it  ftlf,  AiiJ  4th,  fWcIts 
Tapjiet-ihow'  from  the  Bath  5  The  vfjote  Piay 
.  Cl'  The  Princes  PiiaafaeBr,  «r  Rjfe  of  judge 

;  rbscH  :  With  tbeComicA  Humottrs  of  ESjUire  Bancfa,  and  Ms  ’Foot- 
j  man  Gudgeon.  Perform’d  by  the  Eicheft  and  Figures  that  ever 

*  Was  feen  in  En^nd.  Conelading  wkh  an  mraerdinan  Piece  0/  Mjr 
'  dtineiy,  after  the  Iialias  Jdanner,  rerrefeotiiig  the  folendid  Palace  of 
,  Diana  ;  breaking  into,  Donbie  and  Triple  Prefpeds,  o-ith  al!  the  Changes  i.sf 
'  Setns  and  ISeiforations  faetonging  'o  foe  Play,  N.  B.'  The  f  Jdcii  wil)  be  • 
J.  open’d  every  Pay  at  Five  0’  Clock.  And  in  Regard  !liat„.Gfiitfrmsn  and  Ea- 
tbcs  (hall  not  be  djlappointed,  we  be^i  cxaAly  at  Six, '  and  none  to  be  aife 


This  clip-ling  shows  that  Fawkes  joined  hands  with 
the  famous  Bartholomew  I'’air  Puppet-man,  Powel. 
They  must  have  glv.  11  a  long  performance  as  the 
advertisement  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  no  one 
will  lie  admitted  after  six  o’clock,  whereas  other 
advertisements  of  other  dates  state  with  rare  ex¬ 
ceptions,  that  Fawkes  gives  performances  every  other 
hour. 


Perhaps  he  was  only  teaching  the 
younger  Fawkes  the  tricks.  At. any  rate 
Pinchbeck  died  November  15th,  1732, 
and  young  Fawkes  started  out  on  his  own 

In  WdJ!  Smjthfield,  fitcemg  the  ff'fiu  Bart  A! 
h'ou^s  near  Cow-lane  End, 

DU.RING  the  fiiOrt  I  ime  of  LnirholometV- 

Fnir,  xyhich  tfegiiis  ojt  Moitday  next.Thc  iid  tnftinr, , 
and  ends  rhe  Tiiuruay  frJIovvingj  ths  Puhjici.  yviji  'b.»  dir  ^ 
verted  vvich  the  fbJiowiijg  Iiatat;aur4eiirs-»  v/hicli  huve 
S^Bi’d  fuch  great  AppJanff,  viz. 

Fft-il,  Favvte’s  tofennparablc  nsvtcfirj^  .of  Haitd,  v.dio  ; 
It^rfonns;  {evefaa!  larprifrng  Trifefs  gntirelv  nerA  and- 
very  chnsiisv  ^  •  '  '  '  "  ' . 

S&JondUfv  Th£  amaziiig  Muficii  Clock, yritL  two  curious 
Moving  Ptchiaes.  .  ' 

y  'ridrUiy,  The  famous  young  Pcflare-Jilafler.  si-Iih 
y2tflts_  rtie  flacJcRc|)«  to  ihe  Aumuatiiiu  of  ali  that  bara 
teefa  iiim,  and  far  ext^ds  an}»  flung  oi  rue  Kind  in  Europe. 

The  Tejuf  le  of  Arrs,  ft  piGii  is  tl.e  h'ncii  Piece 
or  workmaiifliip  in  the  \Vnrk4  The Machmery  co'nliftwg , 

,  ,of  yaiv  Variety  oFMovdi^  Fijf.ipes;  atid  niafty  otifeyinimt-- 
!  caliie  Cnriolifies,  .  .  .  '  .  '  > 

i  Fifthly,  Thar  fine  l>fece  of  Machinery,  .the  Artificia!. 

\  ot  ih^-  a'r^  lUewji  Vviri"'  y  of  dif^rsiic  i 

Profpedtsj  partictiiariy  cht  jhree  followisig,  viz-  •' 

.  I.  "AKepr-femariun  of  Windfor  CalUej  wiih  a  View  .of 
■  the  River  otTJiamss. 

;  3.  The  City  nfGi-ajid  CairO'iu  Egypf. 

3.  A  Proft  ett  c-fthe  Tc.vn,  Foit  end  Bay  of  GiBhdtar.  ; 
N.  E.  To  begin  every  Day ,  at  Tea  in  the  Moraiag  aiid  . 

Eadat  Teaat  Nigiir.  t  i  A  /  •  "  f- 


Clipping  from  the  London  Daily  “Post”  of  Aug.  16. 
1736.  From  this  it  will  he  seen  that  young  Fawkes 
tried  it  alone,  tint  as  he  again  joined  .voung  Pinch- 
lieck.  it  seems  that  one  could  not  get  along  adthout 
the  other.  Perhaps  they  curtailed  their  performances, 
and  gave  only  half  of  each  of  their  respective,  ex- 
hiliitions.  In  this  way  they  could  easily  give  as 
many  performances  as  they  wished  without  the  fati¬ 
gue  n  eessarily  produced  by  giving  the  entire  per¬ 
formance.  (From  the  Harry  K'oudlni  collection.) 
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account.  In  1746,  according  to  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  in  my  collection,  Fawkes 
and  “Pinchbeck”  were  together  again, 
so  the  son  of  Pinchbeck  must  have  joined 
the  younger  Fawkes  for  exhibition  pur¬ 
poses.  The  accompaning  clipping  from 
contemporary  publications  show  the  un¬ 
written  history  of  young  Fawkes,  and 
the  tree  which  bore  fruit  in  a  minute’s 
time  is  still  on  his  program. 


istence,  but  it  now  seems  three  were 
made.  I  publish  them  all — something 
that  no  one  has  ever  before  been  able 
to  do.  I  believe  that  my  collection  is 
the  only  one  in  the  world  which  can 
boast  of  these  three  pictures.  One  was 
taken  from  a  Setchels  fan,  published 
about  1728,  although  some  authorities 
say  1721.  It  appeared  in  Hone’s  “Every 
Day  Book,”  page  1,226.  Another,  I  be- 


i-Iilisi 

I.'; 


bi] 

E 

Sj 

MASQUERADES  AND  OPERAS,  BURLINGTON  GATE 
i  Pan  of  Hosrarfh’s  own  Eneraving.  (From  the  Harry  Hcudlni  coUeotion).  This  reproduction  of 

an  engravi,“g  hv  HoS  the  celSed  EngUsh  arU^^  is  entitled  -Taste."  In  it  Hogarth  belittles 
Burlington  Gate'  and^  considers  Fawkes  so  important  that  he  has  placed  him  above  the  opera  house.^^  The 
siffn  outside  of  the  window  is  lettered  with  the  words  “The  Long  Room.  Faux  s  Dexterity  of  Hand. 
suDDort  this  picture  and  to  make  it  absolutely  impossible  to  refute  my  chain  of 

tW^  artme  reproduced  a  cli^^  from  the  London  Post,  of  Feb.  T.  1724  which  is  headed,  “In  the  Long 

Room  Over  the  Piazza  at  the  Opera  House. 


At  no  time  during  the  joint  history  oi 
the  elder  Pinchbeck  and  Fawkes  did 


lieve,  was  engraved  by  Sutton  Nicols,  as 
Hone  mentions  it  in  his  description  of 


Pinchbeck  pose  as  a  conjurer  or  sleight- 
of-hand  artist.  His  work  was  purely 
mechanical,  but  his  inventions  were  mar- 
velouslv  exploited  by  his  deft-fingered 
partner,  Fawkes. 

For  many  years  it  was  supposed  that 
only  one  portrait  of  Fawkes  was  in  ex- 


Fawkes. 

In  the  fan  engraving  it  will  be  noticed 
that  there  appears  a  man  wearing  a 
star  on  his  left  breast.  It  is  said  that 
this  is  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who  was 
prime  minister  while  Fawkes  was  at  his 
prime  and  who  was  one  of  the  conjurer  s 
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great  admirers. 

Hogarth  also  placed  Favvkes  in  one 
of  his  engravings,  as  the  frontispiece  of 
a  very  funny  tract  on  “Taste,”  in  which 
he  belittles  Burlington  Gate.  This  makes 
the  third  of  my  collection,  herewith  re¬ 
produced.  {To  he  continued.') 

Editorial  Note. 

In  the  May  issue  of  this  magazine  we 
traced  the  history  of  the  writing  and 
drawing  figure,  claimed  by  Robert-Hou- 
din  as  his  original  invention,  and  proved 
that  the  two  original  figures,  one  a  writ¬ 
ing  and  one  a  drawing  figure,  were  built 
by  Pierre  Jaccpiet  Droz,  a  Swiss  clock- 
maker,  in  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  Later  his  son,  Henry  Louis 
Jacquet  Droz,  combined  the  two  figures 
in  one,  and  the  history  of  this  particular 
figure  was  traced  almost  without  a  break 
to  the  time  it  entered  into  the  posses- 


Reproduetion  of  page  1126  of  K'ones  Every  Day 
Book  (from  the  library  of  Harry  Houdinl).  This  por¬ 
trait  of  Fawkes  was  engraved  on  a  fan  by  Setchels 
in  1728  (some  authorities  claim  1721),  and  the  fan 
was  distributed  among  the  sight  seers  of  the  Fair. 

sion  of  Robert-Houdin  and  was  by  him 
sold  to  the  late  P.  T.  Barnum.  Pre¬ 
sumably  it  was  destroyed  in  the  fire 
which  laid  waste  the  latter’s  American 


Museum.  We  also  stated  that  Carl  Will- 
man,  of  Hamburg,  Germany,  claimed 
that  this  or  a  similar  figure,  was  in  the 
possession  of  a  mechanic  in  Dresden, 
it  was  not  the  combination  figure  made 
by  younger  Droz  and  improved  and  ex¬ 
hibited  by  Robert-Houdin,  but  the  two 
distinct  figures  made  earlier  by  the  elder 
Droz.  We  are  in  receipt  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  confirming  these  statements, 
which,  we  feel  sure,  will  be  read  by 
every  magician  with  great  interest. 


IT' H  IS  is  to  give  Nolice, 'That  . ..the  famous ' 

A  Ur.  F.’fWJCS,  M  nh  Suofh  ir>  jierforms  the 

followiaa  raoft  ffflfpnran  Tricks,  after  a  new  M  then},  vi».  ae  wkea , 
at)  tmpty  Bag.  las'*  ft  on  the  TsWIf »  «3iJ  wn$  it  fevwaf  Tittm  IniWe 
'«o«}  jheac'ioisumd*  loo  Eggs  out ’cf  'ft,  sod  (ewsl  Shower,  of  rta!  • 
Gold  and  Silver ,  then  the  Sag  beginr&g  to  (weH,  feveral  Scats  of 
wild  Fowls  run  out  of  ft  upon  she  Talsle,  He  throws  up  a  Peck  of 
Cards,  and  oufts  them  to  he  living  Bird*  flying  thesi  the  Roam.  I& 
egufts  Itviog  Beafts,  fljrds,  sutl  other  Creatures  to  appear  apoe  the  T»»  • 
bje.  He  blows  the  Spews  <jf  the  Cards  oft”  or  on.  and  ehjtoge*  theai  to 
any  Piiftiires.  Ukewift  the  faastxu  Little  Pofture  Maflcr,  a  French 
Boy,  «bot  I  t  Yeans  of  Age,  who  pcrSjrms  above  loo  furprlzit*  Arti- 
o/ifffir  exceeding  ail  that  ever  ftow’d  in  Europe.  «e  flands  upon  a 
Scalfold  9  Foot  tiigii,  and  hetuit  backward  riil  his  whole  Body  hangs  * 
'lftlovw.his  tegs,  and  ril^  again  without  any  help  of  hit  Harw.  He 
ftslfts  himfelf  <5  Fo  u  Isetween  two  Chairs,  while  he  plays  upon  the 
Violin,  Vauhin* at  if  he  was  upon  ‘a.Slack  Rope.  With  al»»c  loo 
ingenious  Tricks  be  both  the  Performers,  too  redious  bet eeo  perition,  . 
Their  Hours,  every  Day,  from  9  in  the  Morning  tBI  9  at  busht,  Jlief 
Jaft  Shows  heRionioR at  >,  »nd  7,  in  rb«  Evenings  With  a  good* 

Conrenrof .Mufidt.  . .  . . t 


Clipnlng  from  tbe  Loudon  Daily  “Post"  of  Aug. 
1735.  ill  wbicb  I'a\vke.s  advertises  bis  admission  jirioe 
as  twelve  pence.  (From  tbe  Harry  Hcudiiii  c.,llec- 
tion.) 

Genev.a,  Switzerland,  May  31,  1907. 
Mr.  Harry  Hoiidini — 

Dear  Sir:  Have  just  read  your  highly 
iiiteresting  article  in  number  9  of  the 
Conjurer’s  Magazine,  and  trust  that 
the  following  information  added  to^  your 
collection  of  data  may  prove  interest¬ 
ing. 

The  three  automata  (The  writer  of 
Jacqnet  Droz,  the  elder,  the  drawing  mas¬ 
ter,  and  the  Harmonium  incidently  the 
Piano  player  of  the  second  Droz)  were 
for  a  long  time  in  the  possession  of 
Mechanician  Martin  in  Dresden,  Saxony, 
who  exhibited  them  in  all  the  large  cities, 
and  in  1883  advertised  to  sell  them  all 
for  15,000  Marks.  (About  $3,800.00.) 
according  to  an  advert,  in  the  Muen- 
chener  Fliegende  Blaetter  May  13. 
1883. 
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King  George  III.  and  Queen  Charlotte,  as 
sketched  by  the  drawing  automation  in  their 
presence  in  1774. 


Portrait  and  autograph  of  Pr.  Jaquet  Droz 

The  above  sketches  are  published  by  courtesy  of  the  New  York  Scientific  American 


After  Mechanician  Martin’s  death  his 
widow  sold  the  automata  to  a  Herr 
Marfels  in  Berlin  who  had  them 
thoroughly  repaired  and  with  such  good 
effect  that  in  the  fall  of  1906  he  sold 
them  for.  75,000  francs  (about  $15- 
•000.00)  to  the  “Societe  d’histoire  et 
d'archeolegie”  of  the  city  of  Neuchatel, 
.Switzerland.  (The  family  Droz  originate 
from  the  Kanton  Neuchatel.) 

The  three  Automata,  which  even  at 
the  present  time  work  admirably,  were 
■on  exhibition  last  month  (April)  in  Le 
Lode  Chaux  de  Fonds,  Neuchatel,  Bern 
.and  Geneva  and  I  had  the  extreme  pleas¬ 
ure  of  seeing  +he  various  figures  go 
through  their  performances  or  exhibi¬ 
tions,  whilst  they  were  here  in  Geneva. 

Trusting  that  this  information  will  be 
of  interest  to  you,  with  highest  regards 
.and  esteem  I  beg  to  sign  myself 

'  Adolph  Blind. 


Jaquet  Droz’s  Writing  Automation 

cj'eie  l?cc//^U  dchcerje 

ofto^t  S) 

Sample  of  writing  by  the  figure  in  1796 

V(enf7ff^t  tevciy 
leur 

Sample  of  writing  in  1906 
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London,  Eng., 
If  tile  weather  in  America  is  any¬ 
thing  like  it  is  over  here  in  England,  it 
must  mean  good  business  for  the  thea¬ 
tres.  Idle  weather  has  been  very  cold, 
and  we  have  had  a  lot  of  rain. 

Magic  and  magicians  abound  all  over. 
I  met  LeRoy  one  day  out  in  his  motor, 
and  had  a  pleasant  ride  and  chat  with 
him.  He  informs  me  that  he  had  a  fine 
engagement  ofifered  him  to  go  to  Am¬ 
erica  in  September,  but  as  he  had  a 
month  booked  at  the  Apollo  in  Vienna, 
and  as  Ben  Teiber,  the  manager,  would 
not  let  him  off,  he  had  to  postpone  his 
intended  trip  to  America. 

*  *  * 

I  saw  DeBiere  standing  outside  of  the 
Alhambra,  with  his  chest  prominently 
protruding.  When  I  asked  of  him  the 
wherefore  of  this  pose  he  simjily  said, 
“The  management  wanted  me  to  play 
one  night  (Monday)  and  T  told  them 
that  it  was  to  be  a  whole  week  or  noth¬ 
ing,  so  they  did  not  let  me  work,  and  I 
Vv^ent  over  to  the  Palace  to  see  the  Great 
Goldin  work.  Today,  Tuesday,  the 
management  of  the  Alhambra  again 
sent  for  me,  and  told  me  to  go  to  work, 
and  stay  on  for  the  rest  of  the  week.” 


This  makes  the  fourth  time  his  engage¬ 
ment  has  been  prolonged. 

li:  ❖  * 

Karl  Edward  Pollack  was  in  London, 
and  told  me  he  has  some  fine  illu¬ 
sions  for  sale  which  his  wife  had  owned. 
She  is  not  working  any  more. 

*  *  * 

The  other  day  half  the  village  of 
Turkeley,  Essex,  England,  turned  out 
in  pursuit  of  a  young  man  named  John 
Gunn,  of  a  neighboring  parish.  He 
walked  into  the  garden  of  a  private 
house,  plucked  the  choicest  flowers, 
divested  himself  of  every  stitch  of  cloth¬ 
ing.  cleared  the  garden  hedge  with  a 
bound,  and  started  to  run  along  the 
high  road  as  naked  as  H.  G.  Well's  in¬ 
visible  man  except  that  his  body  was 
tattoed  in  all  the  colors  of  the  rainbow. 

The  \illage  constable  mounted  a  bi¬ 
cycle  and  eventually  caught  Gunn.  He 
was  declared  insane  and  ordered  to  be 
removed  to  Brentwood  asylum.  It  was 
stated  that  Gunn  at  one  time  traveled 
in  the  dime  museums  of  America,  as  the 
tattooed  man. 

*  H:  ❖ 

Hayman  and  I  attended  the  English 
Derby  and  while  we  were  on  Epsom 
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Downs  we  saw  a  very  clever  magician 
doing  a  turn  and  passing  the  hat.  I 
recognized  him  as  a  very  well  known 
music  hall  artist  who  has  been  out  of 
work  because  he  worked  during  the  late 
strike.  He  was  getting  plenty  of  pen¬ 
nies,  and  I  think  he  prefers  busking. 

I  wish  to  inform  all  foreign  subscrib¬ 
ers,  that  in  case  they  fail  to  receive 
their  magazines,  they  might  drop  me  a 
postal  card,  so  that  I  can  forward  an 
-extra  copy. 

Mahatma,  Mind  Readers,  and  Carl 
Herrmann  are  on  the  McNaughton 
tour. 

♦  ♦  * 

Whilst  at  the  Grand,  Clapham  Junc¬ 
tion,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Frof.  Don,  secretary  of  the  Magic  Cir¬ 
cle  and  had  a  half  hour  chat  with  him. 

He  is  more  than  three  score  years  of 
age  and  has  had  over  35  years  of  exper¬ 
ience  in  the  world  of  mystery.  He  has 
had  a  lot  of  bad  luck  lately.  On  one 
occasion  he  was  booked  to  give  a  show 
for  Maskelyne,  and  on  his  return  home 
he  found  to  his  horror  that  his  wife 
had  committed  suicide,  after  she  had  first 
cut  the  throat  and  so  caused  the  death 
•of  their  ten  year  old  son.  This  occurred 
after  thirty  year’s  of  wedded  life  and 
without  a  solitary  quarrel.  A  few 
weeks  ago,  fire  destroyed  his  house 
which  he  had  just  purchased.  But  still 
he  does  not  complain.  His  duties  to  the 
Magic  Circle  keep  him  quite  busy,  as  it 
i;  growing  all  the  time. 

•  •  • 

Carl  Hertz  is  at  the  Grand  Clapham 
featuring  the  bridal  chamber.  He 
sails  for  South  Africa  on  July  6. 


Horace  Goldin  has  again  appeared  in 
court,  this  time  as  a  defendant.  The 
London  Daily  Telegraph  of  June  14th 
states  that  the  Judge  gave  Judgement 
to  the  plaintive  for  the  amount  claim¬ 
ed  (£10  17s  Id). 

IjC  Jj!  y 

M.  Emilie  Lazern,  in  conjunction  with 
Sid  Doody,  have  what  they  call  a  ii,ooo 
lightning  change  magical  scene,  entitled 
“Mysteria,”  in  four  acts. 

Scene  i  is  a  coal  mine ;  2,  is  a  draw¬ 
ing  room ;  3,  is  a  garden ;  4,  is  a  draw¬ 
ing  room  with  an  elaborate  tableau. 
Exact  time  of  each  change  is  three  sec¬ 
onds. 

*  *  ^ 

Mr.  Hymack,  the  chameleon  comedian, 
scored  heavily  at  the  Empire,  Bristol. 
He  makes  his  appearance  in  a  high  hat, 
light  frock  coat,  etc.,  being  dressed  like 
a  fashion  plate.  He  staggers  like  an  in¬ 
toxicated  man  and  has  a  lengthy  alter¬ 
cation  with  a  pump.  He  wears  green 
gloves  which,  however,  he  discards  and 
throws  on  the  stage,  when  suddenly  a 
cane  appears  in  his  hand ;  this  he  hurls- 
from,  him  only  to  find  that  another  has 
appeared ;  and  as  he  throws  this  one 
away  a  red  pair  of  gloves  appear  on 
his  hands.  All  the  time  arguing  non¬ 
sensically  with  the  pump,  he  now  is 
amazed  to  find  the  second  pair  of  gloves 
on  his  hands  and  finding  that  his  cuffs 
irritate  him,  he  tears  them  off  only  to 
find,  however,  another  pair  appears  in 
their  place ;  off  they  come,  and  yet  an¬ 
other  pair  are  seen,  which  he  proceeds 
to  also  remove. 
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Now  another  cane  is  seen  in  his  hand, 
wj^ich  he  breaks  in  two  and  throws 
away.  But  again  he  holds  another  cane 
up  to  view.  He  becomes  exasperated 
and  tears  oflf  his  collar,  tie  and  flower 
from  his  button  hole  and  immediately 
others  seem  to  grow  on  him ;  he  thereon 
appears  to  become  crazed  with  anger 
and,  removing  his  coat,  seizes  a  bucket 
and  pumps  it  full  of  water  from  the 
pump ;  he  starts  to  carry  the  bucket 
across  the  stage,  when  suddenly  a  yel¬ 
low  pair  of  gloves  appear  on  his  hands 
and  the  bucket  therepn  falls  to,  pieces. 
He  now  rushes  to  the  pump,  wrenches 
off  the  handle  and  lashes  the  pump  with 
it,  and  then  removes  the  yellow  gloves 
and  while  so  doing  the  pump  moves  off 
the  stage.  As  a  climax  he  rapidly  re¬ 
moves  his  vest  and  now  appears  in  full 
view  wearing  a  black  frock  coat,  silk 
hat,  walking  cane,  collar,  tie  and  black 
gloves ;  in  fact,  dressed  immaculately, 
and  all  is  done  in  full  view  of  the  audi¬ 
ence. 


This  m.an  does  not  call  himself  a 
magician.  He  told  me  it  took  him  five 
years  to  perfect  the  act. 


A  new  Midget  has 
""recently  been  dis¬ 
covered  in  Scotland 
who  will  outrival 
the  late  Tom 
Thumb.  He  is  ad¬ 
vertised  as  weighing 
24  pounds,  and  being  23  inches  in 
height. 


During  the  recent  tour,  of  the  Zan- 
zigs  in  Wales,  Madame  was  nearly  up¬ 
set  several  times,  when  the  audience 
would  ask  the  names  of  some  of  the 
Welsh  towns.  Imagine  “second-sight- 
ers,”  having  a  name  like  this  hurled  at 
you  quick,  “Llanfairchan” ;  or,  tell  me, 
please,  “Llanbrynmair” ;  or  can  you 
mention  “Llandrindod.”  Madame  came 
through  the  ordeal  unhurt.  The  Zan- 
zigs’  tour  ended  Saturday,  June  15,  and 
they  opened  the  following  Monday  at 
the  Alhambra,  London,  the  scene  of 
their  former  triumphs.  The  company 
goes  out  again  in  the  autumn. 

*  5i<  * 

The  strong  man  who  allows  motor 
cars  to  run  across  his  chest,  came  to 
grief  last  month  in  Madrid  and  was 
nearly  killed.  Befoie  going  on  the  stage 
Mr.  .Strong  Man  forgot  to  place  on  his 
body  “the  fake”  which  supports  the  mo¬ 
tor  car,  and  as  the  car  started  to  pass 
over  his  body,  loud  yells  were  heard 
from  underneath  the  car.  It  was  backed 
away,-  and  the  would-be  Samson  was 
found  badly  bumped  and  bruised,  as 
also  was  his  contract  when  the  gentle¬ 
manly  directors  finished  with  it. 

;ic  >1; 

The*  recent  general  meeting  of  the 
Variety  Artistes  Federation,  looked 
more  like  a  gathering  of  conjurers;  near 
me  sat  Prof.-Dunning,  Walton  and  Les¬ 
ter,  Young  Marco,  Henri  Levine,  An¬ 
thony,  and  at  my  right  sat  Hardeen, 
who  spoke  mightily  and  learnedly  on  the 
various  questions  under  discussion. 

^  ^ 

The  long  expected  award  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  artistes  on  Saturday, 
June  15th  amid  a  wailing  and  gnashing 
of  teeth  ;  the  only  thing  they  gained  was 
that  they  would  be  paid  for  matinees  on 
“future”  contracts.  The  barring  clause, 
if  anything,  is  worse  than  it  was  before. 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


353 


\\  hat  the  managers  gained  in  this  ar¬ 
bitration  would  fill  this  entire  magazine, 
so  I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  this  pain¬ 
ful  subject. 

* 

A  c'ollection  is  being  made  for  the 
widow  and  orphans  of  the  late  Karl  Le- 
bert  who  committed  suicide  last  month, 
as  they  were  left  in  straightened  circum¬ 
stances. 

❖  *  ^ 

In  my  letter  of  the  April  issue,  I 
made  mention  of  Dr.  AI.  E.  Bandman’s 
discovery.  Signor  Carlo  Grossi,  the 
mind  reader,  and  telepathic  expert. 
Grossi  opened  at  the  London  Hippo¬ 
drome  on  June  loth  and  has  made  quite 
a  sensation.  I  think  the  most  unique 
part  of  his  act,  is  when  he  unravels  a 
supposed  murder  mystery.  He.  is  se¬ 
curely  blindfolded,  and  two  members  of 
the.  committee,  chosen  from  the  audi¬ 
ence,  are  asked  to  enact  a  crime.  Sev¬ 
eral  knives  are  laid  upon  a  table,  the 
supposed  murderer  grabs  one  of  these, 
and  pretends  to  stab  somebody.  After 
supposedly  killing  his  victim,  he  takes 
several  articles  from  the  murdered 
one’s  pocket,  which  with  the  knife  he 
hides  in  any  place  he  chooses  to  select. 
The  blindfolded  Grossi  acting  as  the  de¬ 
tective  picks  the  murderer  out  of  about 
a  dozen  men,  finds  the  victim,  the  knife, 
and  last  of  all  the  hidden  stolen  articles. 
The  committee  seems  to  take  real  de¬ 
light  in  killing  one  another. 

•  «  * 

Dr.  Joseph  Gregorowitz  the  Russian 
spiritualist  made  quite  a  feature  of  this 
test  when  in  ^Milwaukee  in  1893.  The 
doctor,  by  the  way  is  now  in  IMuenchen 
healing  by  laying  on  of  the  hands.  He 
has  had  several  combats  with  the  police 
and  so  far  has  come  out  second  best. 

Nate  Leipsig  informs  me  that  after 
exhibiting  before  the  King  of  England. 


and  King  of  Denmark,  he  was  paid  a 
compliment  by  His  Majesty  King  Ed¬ 
ward.  On  being  sent  for  by  the  King, 
he  was  asked  amongst  other  questions, 
“What  is  your  nationality,  Mr.  Leip¬ 
sig?”  “I  am  an  American,”  promptly  an¬ 
swered  Nate.  “I  thought  so,”  said  the 
King  “you  Americans  are  so  clever  and 
that  is  why  I  admire  you  as  a  nation.”  I 
wonder  what  the  King  would  say  if  he 
ever  saw  Roger  Dolan. 

*  *  * 

Prof.  Wingard  is  alive  and  still  in  the 
ring.  If  this  should  meet  the  eye  of 
Herbert  Albini,  will  he  kindly  drop  the 
professor  a  few  lines.  A  letter  ad¬ 
dressed  Winter  Villa,  Southsea,  will  be 
sure  to  reach  him. 

5);  ^ 

Roland  the  Great  is  booked  in 
America. 

^  ^  ❖ 

Dr.  Bodie  is  in  the  north  of  England, 
with  his  own  company,  “packing  them 
in.”  The  doctor  is  looking  forward  to 
his  American  tour,  which  commences  in 
October  with  Al.  H.  Woods.  I  met 
the  doctor  at  the  office  of  a  prominent 
steamship  agency,  where  he  was ‘book¬ 
ing  the  royal  suite,  on  the  big  boat. 

^ 

De  Biere  has  signed  for  the  Stoll 
tour. 

>:=  ^ 

Daredevil  Schreyer  has  established  a 
record  for  sensationalism  at  the  Ponty- 
pool  Whitsuntide  fetes.  He  rode  down 
an  appalling  incline  on  a  bicycle,  leaped 
into  the  air,  turned  a  somersault  and 
dove  into  a  tank  of  water  6  feet  in 
depth,  covering  some  150  feet  in  his 
dive,  for  which  he  received  $1,000  and 
his  fares  to  and  from  America. 

Joseph  H.^ym-ah, 
(of  Haymaii  &  Franklin). 
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READING 

Reviewing*  Boors  and  Things 


A  CLEVER  CONJURER'S  TALE 

During-  the  many  years  we  have 
sought  for  magical  literature,  no  book 
has  come  to  our  notice  that  could  in  any 
way  compete  with  Dumas’  “Balsamo,’’ 
until  by  mere  accident  we  happened  to 
pass  a  book  shop  and  beheld  a  green- 
covered  book,  entitled  “Silas,  the  Con¬ 
jurer.” 

Thinking  that,  like  the  naajority  of 
books  we  had  purchased  in  this  way,  it 
was  some  idle  story,  or  did  not  at  all 
appertain  to  a  conjurer,  we  started  to 
scan  the  book,  when  lo,  to  our  surprise, 
we  found  ourselves  unable  to  stop  read¬ 
ing  the  contents.  Of  all  the  interesting 
books  we  had  taken  hold  of,  this  one 
reigned  supreme. 

Air.  James  Greenwood,  the  autlior, 
who  also  wrote  “The  Adventures  of 
Reuben  Davidger,”  certainly  handles  his 
conjurer  in  a  masterful  manner.  He  has 
a  style  not  unlike  that  of  Charles  Dick¬ 
ens,  the  greatly  beloved  writer  of  our 
English  cousins. 

The  book  is  crammed  full  of  interest¬ 
ing  material,  and  the  characters  well 
worth  close  study. 

Silas  Horner  is  the  conjurer,  who  has 
•an  intimate  friend  in  Benjamin  Cobb,  a 
■great  big  hearted  fellow  whose  sense  of 
perception  is  dulled  by  his  love  for 
Adelaide  Horner. 


FRon THE  Press 

WISE  . 

AND 

OTHERWISE 


The  pathos  of  the  love  making  of  Ben 
Cobb  in  conjunction  with  the  adventures 
of  the  characters  in  foreign  countries 
make  the  book  interesting  reading  from 
start  to  finish.  The  perils,  particularly 
of  the  itinerant  conjurer  make  you  feel 
as  if  you  were  dealing  with  living  hu¬ 
man  beings  instead  of  simple  figures  in 
fiction. 

The  book  is  published  by  S.  O.  Bee- 
ton,  248  Strand,  London,  England.  (No 
date.) 

Something  in  the  New  York  Sttn 
^‘Not  So.’' 

By  an  accident  we  overlooked  the  Sun¬ 
day  Sun  of  May  12,  1907,  even  though 
we  are  “constant  readers,”  and  have  been 
subscribers  since  the  great  flood,  or 
rather  we  mean  the  great  blizzard,  of 
1888.  But  on  this  above-mentioned 
Sunday  we  passed  up  an  article  which 
honestly  requires  talking  about.  One  col¬ 
umn  and  one-half  of  matter  were  devoted 
to  ridiculing  the  Society  of  American 
Magicians. 

Changing  all  the  names  of  the  mem¬ 
bers,  the  Sun  states  that  the  meeting 
occurred  on  Third  avenue,  when  it  really 
took  place  at  Martinka’s  Palace  of  Alys- 
teries  at  493  Sixth  avenue. 

In  fact,  everything  that  took  place 
was  disguised  with  fictitious  names- 
Whoever  wrote  that  article  possesses 
a  good  fund  of  humor,  but  why  not 
give  the  struggling  S.  A.  M,  a  lift  by 
mentioning  real  names  and  places? 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

In  this  department  it  is  the  rrivilege  of  our 
readers  to  bring  to  public  notice  any  topic  worthy 
of  discussion  or  deserving  of  censure  or  exposure.  Our 
columns  are  thus  thrown  open  in  the  hopes  that  con¬ 
ditions  may  be  bettered  or  evils  abated  by  such  pub¬ 
licity.  As  no  restrictions  are  imposed  upon  corre¬ 
spondents,  the  editor  does  not  hold  himself  re¬ 
sponsible  for  opinions  expressed  in  this  department. 


(Ed.  Note).  Will  subscribers  failing 
to  receive  their  magazines,  kindly  inform 
us  ?  We  shall  only  be  too  pleased  to  for¬ 
ward  other  copies.  We  cannot  explain 
why  the  papers  do  not  reach  their  des¬ 
tination,  as  all  magazines  are  properly 
and  carefully  addressed  and  mailed  each 
month. 

Editor  Conjurers’  IMagaztxe; 

Sir. — The  half-tone  of  the  Fakir  of 
Ava,  which  you  sent  me  is  an  excellent 
likeness  of  the  dear  old  Fakir  as  I  first 
knew  him.  I  was  for  a  number  of  years 
assistant  to  the  Fakir,  and  afterwards 
took  his  place  on  the  stage  and  gave  the 
show  under  his  direction,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  John  AMiiston,  the  humor¬ 

ist.  The  Fakir  retired  from  the  stage  in 
’69.  settled  in  Buffalo,  and  married  the 
daughter  of  INIr.  Fred  Stanfield,  the 
scenic  artist.  He  had  two  sons  by  this 
union,  Harr}',  who  lives  in  Detroit,  and 
Frank,  who  is  in  the  hardware  business 
in  St.  Louis.  _ 

The  Fakir  died  in  Olean.  X.  \  about 
ten  vears  ago  and  his  widow  married 
l\Ir.  Smith,  the  scenic  artist,  in  Buffalo. 

The  other  boys  with  me  with  the 
Fakir  of  Avon  were  Frank  Ewens  of 
Buff’alo,  now  a  traveling  salesman, 
James  Ewen,  now  proprietor  of  a  hotel 
in  this  city,  and  another  boy  who  after¬ 
ward  became  the  Pakir  of  A  ishnn. 

The  Fakir's  name  was  I.  Harris 
Hughes,  and  he  originally  came  from 
Liverpool,  England. 


He  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  gift 
business  in  conjunction  with  a  magic 
show  and  made  a  big  fortune,  as  he  had 
the  reputation  of  being  an  honest  man 
who  always  gave  a  square  deal.  As 


The  Fakir  of  Ava.  (I.  Harris  Hughes) 


soon  as  I  get  to  my  storehouse  I  shall 
send  you  a  later  photo  of  the  Pakir  and 
myself  taken  together. 

Sincerely  yours, 

llarr\  KcUar. 
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Editor  Conjurers'  Magazine: 

Sir. — On  looking  over  your  magazine 
of  October,  1906,  issue,  I  find  an  article 
by  Francis  J.  Werner  regarding  Mac- 
allister.  The  Macallister  who  died  in 
San  Francisco  was  J.  M.  Macallister, 
a  nephew  of  the  original  Macallister. 
He  ran  a  gift  show,  but  did  nothing  for 
many  j^^ears  previous  to  his  death.  I  was 
well  acquainted  with  him  and  obtained 
the  above  facts  personally  from  him. 
When  he  billed  his  show  he  had  litho¬ 
graphs  of  his  uncle  and  himself  dis¬ 
played  side  by  side. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Zamloch,  Magician. 

London,  England. 
Editor  Conjurers'  Magazine: 

Sir.  —  In  the  April  Conjurers' 
Monthly  you  suggest  that  my  mysteri¬ 
ous  talking  head,  Dou-Ban,  is  worked  by 
concealing  a  boy  in  the  box  and  having 
him  talk  through  the  head  to  the  audi¬ 
ence.  This  is  not  correct.  Dou-Ban  is 
a  life-size  head  which  stands  on  a  box 
measuring  8  inches  by  8  inches  by  10 
inches,  which  is  obviously  much  too 
small  to  permit  the  concealment  of  a 
boy. 

The  whole  affair  is  carried  ahoo.it  the 
auditorium  and  there  continues  to  talk 
and  answer  all  questions,  while  in  the 
midst  of  the  audience.  With  best  wishes, 
Yours  faithfully, 

Julian  Wylie. 

London,  England. 
Gustave  Fasola  appeared  at  the  Pal¬ 
ace,  East  Ham,  v/ith  his  spectacular  act 
of  Hindoo  magic.  He  is  still  working 
the  cannon  and  boxes,  having  on  a  law 
case  brought  by  Goldin  regarding  same. 
Goldin  has  appealed  to  a  higher  court. 
Fasola  also  worked,  a  new  illusion  in 


which  a  long  box  containing  a  lady  is 
pulled  into  the  air,  when  both  box  and 
lady  disappear,  and  lady  is  found  in  a 
suspended  trunk,  which  is  not  covered 
in  any  way,  and  is  worked  quite  differ¬ 
ently  from  the  cannon  and  box  trick. 

In  case  it  should  be  copied,  I  should 
like  to  say  that  this  is  the  same  illusion 
which  I  made  and  worked  at  the  Lon¬ 
don  Plippodrome  for  Mile.  Von  Etta, 
last  February. 

•  •  • 

The  magical  attractions  at  the  Crystal 
Palace  are  Ernest  E.  Noakes  with  his 
illusions  ‘‘Illia”  and  “Greenwich  Ob¬ 
servatory,”  also  the  magical  sketch, 
“Julius  Caesar’s  Father-in-Law,”  intro¬ 
ducing  levitation ;  the  girl  floats  above 
his  head,  and  he  walks  underneath  her, 
while  he  passes  a  hoop  all  around  her. 

«>  «  « 

Whit  Monday,  Chas.  Morritt  was 
here  with  his  old  show  of  the  “Man  in  a 
Trance.”  He  is  billed  as  the  greatest 
liypnotist  that  has  ever  lived. 

When  in  London,  Howard  Thurston 
bought  a  number  of  illusions. 

❖  5k  ❖ 

Loudon  Cameron,  the  Scottish  magi¬ 
cian,  appeared  for  the  first  time  in  Lon¬ 
don  last  week,  playing  the  Empire, 
Camberwell. .  His  act  consists  of  the 
growth  of  flowers  from  a  hat;  the  novel 
combination  with  a  canary,  card,  hat 
and  gas  cylinder;  card  manipulating; 
the  die-box;  the  production  of  a  large 
quantity  of  silk  stuff,  from  which  he  in 
turn  produces  livestock  and  a  number  of 
umbrellas.  He  finishes  with  two  large 
flags  on  staffs. 
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Magic  Circle  meeting  last  night,  Hotel 

Tudor.  Among  visitors  present  was  De 
Biere. 

Arthur  Glynn  presented  an  original 
number  with  a  cage,  an  ostrich  egg  and 
a  candle. 

Various  methods  of  card  rising  were 
exploited  by  H.  J.  Codings,  the  most 
novel  being  with  a  large  bird  which 
dipped  his  beak  into  a  receptacle  in  which 
the  pack  of  cards  was  placed,  and  found 
the  selected  cards.  Effect  good. 

H.  Hull  worked  the  sun  and  moon 
trick,  which  he  worked  up  to  a  spec¬ 
tacular  finish,  producing  a  large  blue 
flag,  representing  the  sky,  with  the  sun 
and  moon  on  it,  with  the  two  borrowed 
handkerchiefs  hooked  onto  the  sun  and 
moon. 

A  burlesque  lecture  on  wild  beasts 
(nothing  to  do  with  conjurers)  by  Mr. 
Geo.  M.  Munro,  was  greatly  appreci¬ 
ated. 

Mr.  Ebert  D’Egerton  read  a  paper, 
which  contained  some  excellent  material, 
and  if  some  performers  I  know  were  to 
take  heed  of  same,  they  would  improve 
their  show. 

Hon.  Sec’y  H.  Bonn  gave  the  watch 
in  nest  of  boxes,  assisted  by  De  Biere. 
The  man  who  was  supposed  to  have  the 
watch,  had  a  pocket  full  of  billiard  balls, 
with  which  De  Biere  had  fun,  when  he 
found  them. 

Ernest  E.  Noakes  completed  the  pro¬ 
gram  with  one  of  his  original  card  tricks. 
A  card  passed  from  inside  of  a  glass  of 
water  into  the  smallest  of  a  nest  of  en¬ 
velopes. 

The  new  illusion  “It”  is  a  board  on 
which  a  man  is  sirrq.iped  and  his  place 
taken  by  a  woman.  Tlie  board  is  set 
upright  on  stage.  Effect  is  same  as 
Carlton’s  Cross. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Wilfred  C.  Zelka. 


Editor  Conjurers’  Magazine. 

Sir:  Before  going  any  further  allow 
me  right  here  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
Conjurers’  Magazine.  It  was  sent  to 
me  as  soon  as  published  by  our  fraternal 
friend,  W.  D.  Leroy,  of  Boston,  who 
never  lets  me  miss  a  good  thing  if  he 
can  help  it.  I  must  compliment  you  on 
the  stand  you  have  taken  in  regard  to 
Robert-Houdin.  To  myself  it  has  been 
a  revelation,  and  my  idol  has  been  shat¬ 
tered,  but  I  don’t  care  so  long  as  I  get 
at  the  truth.  Why  should  Houdin  get 
any  credit  which  he  does  not  deserve, 
and  why  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  magic 
should  you  withhold  the  information 
which  you  have  taken  the  trouble  to 
possess  and  which  will  put  things  right 
and  give  credit  to  those  who  so  richly 
deserve  it?  We  have  been  humbugged 
too  long  by  several  persons  in  the  world 
of  magic  posing  as  authorities,  and  it  is 
about  time  that  a  little  weeding  should 
take  place. 

By  the  look  of  things — even  from 
this  distance — I  should  say  that  the  Con¬ 
jurers’  Magazine  will  do  that — it  cer¬ 
tainly  has  already  again  allowed  several 
fine  old  flowers  to  bloom,  and  take  a 
prominent  place  in  the  garden.  Yes. 
let  us  have  the  truth,  the  whole  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  even  about 
maeic  and  magicians. 

Why,  I  notice  that  Maskelyne  just 
lately  has  endorsed  something  that  you 
said  about  Robert-Houdin  when  he 
speaks  about  second  sight  and  the  Zan- 
cigs  in  the  London  papers. 

Thanks  to  the  Conjurers’  Magazine, 
giving  the*  dates  of  the  various  London 
papers,  I  have  been  able  to  procure  them, 
and  followed  the  various  phases  of  ex¬ 
posure  in  all  details. 

We  are  going  to  have  a  lot  of  Zancig- 
ing  in  Australia  shortly.  The  Svengalis 
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will  appear  under  special  contract  for 
Harry  Rickards. 

Carlton,  the  comedy  card  conjurer,  has 
made  a  decided  hit  in  Alelbourne. 

Grosi,  a  clever  Italian  conjurer  and 
mind  reader,  who  was  here  in  1905,  is 
likely  to  appear  in  London.  -  . 

The  best  entertainment  ever  gotten  up 
by  a  native  necromancer,  Oscar  Kell- 
mann  (Jean  Hagarde),  was  given  a 
short  time  ago,  and  he  will  be  heard  of 
very  soon.  He  is  exceptionally  clever 
in  all  he  undertakes. 

I  send  you  a  fac-simile  copy  of  the  first 
issue  of  the  Auckland  Observer,  Septem¬ 
ber  18,  1880;  in  it  you  will  note  that 
Thorn,  Darwin,  iMiss  Haidee  Heller 
and  Haskelyne  are  given .  prominent 
space.  I  shall  always  look  forward  to 
your  magazine  with  pleasure,  and  repeat 
what  the  beloved  American  writer,  Oli¬ 
ver  Wendel  Holmes,  once  said ;  “I 
can’t  help  it,  whether  I  gain  or  lose  by  a 
truth.  I  must  accept  it,”  and  I  think 
that  every  lover  of  truth  and  fair  plav 
will  say  the  same  of  the  Conjurers’ 
jMagazine.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  you 
well,  and  may  your  magazine  prosper. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Robert  Kudarz. 


Vienna,  Austria. 


On  June  16,  the  director  of  the  Es¬ 
tablishment  Roanacher,  Herr  L.  i\I. 
Waldmann,  died  in  Reichenau,  near  Vi¬ 
enna,  after  a  long  illness.  Hr.  Wald¬ 
mann  managed  this  theatre  since  its 
opening  and  was  beloved  by  all  the 
artists  and  his  friends.  The  funeral  was 


Wednesday,  June  19,  many  of  his 
friends  and  associates  accompanying  the 

body  to  its  last  resting  place. 

>;: 

Chevalier  Thorn,  as  usual,  is  a  big  hit 
in  Germany.  The  month  of  April  he 
played  in  Xurnberg,  Alay  in  Dusseldorf, 
and  this  month  he  is  at  Reischallen  The¬ 
atre,  in  Gdln. 

Thorn  had  a  disagreeable  thing  hap¬ 
pen  to  him  lately.  On  June  i  he  paid 
all  his  assistants  and  the  next  day  when 
he  was  about  to  play  the  matinee  per¬ 
formance  he  found  three  of  his  assis¬ 
tants  absent.  He  searched  for  them  in 
vain,  and  it  seems  that  all  three  eloped 
together.  Thorn  was  unable  to  give  his 
entire  performance  at  the  matinee  and 
only  produced  the  first  part,  which  con¬ 
sists  of  small  magical  tricks,  the  big 
illusions  he  was  comp-elled  to  eliminate. 

After  the  matinee  the  Herr  Director 
placed  ten  people  at  the  disposal  of 
Thorn  and  therefrom  he  selected  substi¬ 
tutes  and  at  once  started  to  rehearse 
them,  with  the  result  that  the  evening 
performance  went  as  well  as  ever. 

The  three  runaways  are;  Jack  Yates, 
an  Englishman,  and  his  wife,  and  a  man 
by  name  of  Hanns  Zentes  who  hails  from 
Munich.  Artists,  beware  of  these  fel¬ 
lows.  I  am  also  informed  that  one  of 
Roland’s  assistants  deserted  him  some 
time  ago,  and  this  fellow  is  building  a 
new  act,  being  supported  by  a  Bohemian 
brewer.  This  act  will  come  out,  pro¬ 
vided  I  am  informed  correctly,  next 
season. 

I  assume  that  perhaps  Thorn's  erst¬ 
while  nice  triplet  will  associate  together. 

^  ^ 

The  Berlinese  magician,  i\Ir.  Eugen 
Schroder,  and  his  charming  wife,  fa¬ 
vored  me  with  a  visit  this  week  and  we 
spent  several  pleasant  hours  together.. 
Mr.  Schroder  gives  two-hour  perform- 
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ances,  possessing  a  large  and  select  pro¬ 
gram,  composed  of  the  best  and  most 
modern  tricks  of  the  finest  workmanship. 

Saturday  next,  the  world  famed  Ben- 
Ali-Bey,  whose  right  name  is  ]\Iax  Au- 
•zinger,  opens  a  short  engagement  at 
Lustspiel  Theatre.  Ben-Ali-Bey  is  the 
inventor  of  the  Black- Art-Magic  and  is 
really  unequalled  in  this  line.  This  is 
not  his  first  visit  to  this  city,  for  he  has 
puzzled  us  for  the  past  twenty  years  with 
his  black  marvels.  Ottokar  Fischer. 

5-;  >:: 


Of  all  impertinent  and  arrogant  ar¬ 
tists,  the  team  of  Pipafax  and  Parlo 
certainly  take  the  bakeryshop  and  bun. 
First  of  all,  they  deliberately  copy  the 
•entire  act  of  Rice  and  Prevost ;  then 
they  call  themselves  Rece  and  Privost ; 
and  now  they  are  going  to  have  anyoiiv' 
up  in  court  who  will  infringe  on  their 
new  name.  For  cool,  unadulterated 
nerve  they  certainly  ought  to  be  award¬ 
ed  a  leather  medal. 

I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  the 
well-known  parlor  conjurer,  Friedrich 
Berndt.  He  was  born  in  Austria,  but 
for  the  last  twenty-five  years  resided  in 
Berlin.  In  the  winter  time  he  accepted 
engagements  in  Berlin,  and  also  gave 
lessons  in  the  higher  magic  and  sleight- 
of-hand.  In  the  summer  season  he 
traveled  through  all  the  health-cure¬ 
bathing  resorts  and  had  earned  quite  a 
good  reputation  as  a  finished  entertainer. 


Berndt  used  to  pride  himself,  like  his 
contemporary  the  original  Belachini, 
that  he  resorted  only  to  pure  sleight-of- 
hand  in  the  majority  of  his  experiments. 

^ 

At  the  Salamander  Theatre,  in  Elber- 
feld,  for  the  month  of  June  and  half  of 
July,  the  feature  is  a  melodrama  called 
‘Alorris,  the  Criminal  King,’’  and  is  pre¬ 
sented  by  the  German- American  Detec¬ 
tive  Agency. 

» 

An  American  Indian  calling  himself 
Black  Hawk,  who  has  resided  in  Eu¬ 
rope  for  the  last  22  years,  being  em¬ 
ployed  in  circuses,  is  lying  in  a  hospital 
in  Muenchen,  in  a  dying  condition, 
caused  by  the  kick  of  a  trick  horse. 
Black  Hawk  will  be  compelled  to  un¬ 
dergo  an  operation  for  relief,  although 
the  physicians  give  no  hope  for  his  ulti¬ 
mate  recovery. 

-i: 

Ten  Ici,  the  Japanese  magician  and 
water  manipulator,  is  at  the  Wintergar- 
ten,  Berlin. 

SjC  ^  V 

Prital  and  Fay,  mind  readers  and 
spiritualists,  are  still  in  Russia,  making 
this  their  second  consecutive  year.  They 
are  now  with  Circus  Devigne,  Grodno. 

>i: 

Hartman,  the  German  necromancer,  is 
at  the  Zoologischer  Garten,  St.  Peters¬ 
burg,  Russia.  This  man  is  a  clever  en¬ 
tertainer  and  seems  to  be  able  to  work 
all  the  time. 

I  must  apologize  to  Herr  Richard 
Paunnwitz  for  reporting  what  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  a  new  mystery  he  was  about 
to  present.  A  friend  of  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  gentleman  gave  me  the  informa¬ 
tion  in  question. 
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THE  MAGNETIC  PENCIL. 


One  day  in  1893  a  man  became  much 
interested  in  some  card  shifts  which 
Hondini  presented  on  the  platform  of 
Kohl  and  Middleton’s  museum  in  Chi¬ 
cago. 

He  engaged  Houdini  in  conversation 
and  said  he  had  a  trick  which  surely 
would  fool  him  and  the  secret  of  which 
he  agreed  to  exchange  for  the  secret  of 
the  card  shifts. 

'He  took  an  ordinary  lead  pencil  from 
his  pocket  and  laying  it  on  the  palm  of 
Ins  hand,  caused  it  to  rise  and  lie  down 
and  move  about  at  the  word  of  com¬ 
mand. 

The  effect  seemed  so  marvelous  that 
that  same  afternoon  Houdini  hurried  to 
see  A.  Roterberg  to  show  him  the  trick. 
Roterberg  at  once  became  interested 
and  acknowledge  that  he  was  unable  to 
■explain  how  it  was  done.  He  thereupon 
exchanged  the  secret  of  obtaining  a 
handkerchief  from  under  the  vest  with¬ 
out  being  discovered,  for  the  magnetic 
pencil  secret. 

As  Roterberg  was  just  going  on 
his  first  business  trip  to  Europe  he  took 
this  quiet  looking  trick  with  him  and  in 
New  York  gave  it  to  Martinka ;  in  Ger¬ 
many  to  Wilmann,  and  later  on  gave  it 
to  the  English  dealers. 

So  to  this  date  the  originator  of  the 
trick  remains  unknown ;  perhaps  it  has 
some  relationship  to  the  old  time  trick 
of  causing  the  soldier  to  rise  and  fall 
at  command,  which  is  worked  on  the 
same  principle. 


Preparation:  Heat  a  small  needle  in 
a  candle,  match  or  gas  flame,  so  that 
it  can  be  bent  without  breaking.  Bend 
pointed  end  of  needle  into  the  shape  of 
a  hook  as  is  shown  at  A  in  the  accom¬ 
panying  illustration. 

Place  the  other  end  of  the  needle  into 
the  rubber  at  the  end  of  the  pencil. 


Execution:  Holding  the  palm  of  the 
hand  upward,  with  the  fingers  slightly 
bent,  casually  lay  the  pencil  on  the  palm, 
and  while  doing  so  manage  to  stick  the 
point  A  into  the  skin  of  the  palm.  Now 
straighten  out  the  fingers  and  this  mo¬ 
tion  causes  the  skin  to  become  tense  and 
the  pencil  of  its  own  accord  rises. 

By  again  bending  the  fingers  the  pen¬ 
cil  lies  down.  Attention  to  the  move¬ 
ment  of  the  fingers  can  be  eliminated  by 
making  mesmeric  passes  over  the  palm 
with  the  other  hand. 

After  performing  the  ■‘rick  slowly 
put  the  pencil  into  your  pocket  and  if 
anyone  wishes  to  examine  it,  why  you 
can  show  a  duplicate  unprepared  pencil 
which  you  have  previously  placed  in  the 
same  pocket 
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Madame  A.  Herrmann  has  added  the  mystic 
-cross  to  her  performance.  This  is  the  same 
trick  presented  by  Valadon,  and  originated 
with  lanky  Carletcn. 

*  * 

Carleton  by  the  way  has  arrived  in  Mel¬ 
bourne,  Australia,  and  is  reported  to  have  met 
with  instant  'success. 

*  +  * 

Sloan  and  Sousa  who  some  time  ago  were 
on  the  Keith  circuit  are  now  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  with  their  komikal  magic  act. 

*  !|c 

Salvail  the  card  manipulator  is  at  the  Em¬ 
pire  in  San  Francisco. 

*  * 

Rajan  the  Hindoo  who  appeared  at  various 
theatres  in  Germany,  as  the  iron-skinned  man, 
will  find  to  his  consternation  that  a  man  call¬ 
ing  himself  Caroll  imitates  his  entire  per¬ 
formance.  He  jumps  on  sharp  nails,  slides  on 
razor-edged  swords,  climbs  ladders  made  of 
pin-cushions,  and  dances  on  the  points  of  tacks 
spread  on  a  dancing  mat.  He  was  the  feature 
act  at  Austin  and  Stone’s  Museum,  Boston, 
Mass. 

*  *  * 

Van  der  Koos  appeared  at  the  Zoo  Gardens, 
Cincinnati. 

*  *  * 

Sandusky,  Ohio,  has  been  honored  by  the 
appearance  of  Rismor  the  Yogi  and  Madame 
Aza  the  astral  wonder. 

H:  *  * 

Feterer  the  magician  ventriloquist  has  a  few 
novel  experiments.  He  was  last  heard  of  at 
the  Orpheum,  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 

^  jK  * 

Anna  Eva  Fay  had  a  two  weeks’  run  at  the 
Grand  Opera  House  in  Pittsburg,  Penn.  It  is 
•stated  that  John  T.  and  Mrs.  Fay  are  booked 
.at  the  Nixon. 

* 

The’Valpos,  musicia*"s  and  mavicians,  are 
«on  the  Parlor  Theatre  circuit  out  West. 


Chefalo  and  Madame  Capretta  are  in  Ca¬ 
nada.'  A  reception  was  tendered  to  Chefalo 
by  the  Ancient  Order  of  Sons  of  Italy.  They 
presented  him  with  a  large  wreath,  entwined 
with  the  flag  of  his  country. 

Hi  * 

The  Variety  has  a  paragraph  which  states 
that  Max  Million  of  the  team  Max  Million  and 
Martini,  and  once  of  Maxmillion  and  Sheilds, 
has  formed  a  partnership  with  Henry  Clive 
and  will  appear  in  a  new  act  of  magicial  com¬ 
edy.  Clive  states  that  there  will  be  no  expo¬ 
sure  of  tricks ;  if  such  is  the  case  we  predict 
that  this  will  be  a  magic  act  that  will  last  a 
long  time 

*  *  * 

Ziska  and  King  are  renovating  their  act, 
and  planning  their  future  on  a  large  scale 
proposition. 

*  *  Hi 

D’Amon  the  thought-transmission  enter¬ 
tainer,  has  improved  his  performances  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  answers  all  questions  whilst 
walking  up  and  down  the  stage.  He  certainly 
made  good  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Girard  Ave¬ 
nue  Opera  House. 

*  * 

When  the  John  Robinson  circus  visited  Wa¬ 
terloo,  la.,  Hornmann  was  greeted  by  the 
two  managers,  T.  Nelson  Downs  (who  oper¬ 
ates  a  theatre  in  Marshalltown,  la.),  and  Vic 
Hugh  (who  rejoices  in  the  .theatrical  manage¬ 
ment  of  a  house  in  Cedar  Rapids)  ;  the  trio 
had  a  feast  of  magical  chat. 

*  *  * 

T.  N.  Downs  writes  he  is  coming  to  New 
York  July  17th. 

*  i'.i  * 

Larry  Crane  is  booked  with  a  burlesque 
show  for  the  coming  season.  He  will  present 
his  big  illusion  act.  He  plays  Boston  and  then 
returns  to  the  Twenty-third  Street  Theatre. 
Larry  is  proprietor  of  an  hotel,  which  nets  him 
a  tidy  income. 

*  Hi  Hi  .. 

The  mysterious  Renschling  intends  to  have 
the  largest  mystery  act  in  the  business.  He -has 
ordered  new  scenery  and  has  added  several 
big  illusions  to  his  already  extensive  perform¬ 
ance. 

Hi  H:  Hi 

Horace  Goldin  has  been  booked  for  a  re¬ 
turn  date  with  Percy  Williams  and  will  be 
seen  in  America  this  fall  with  several  new 
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illusions.  Goldin  has  signed  new  contracts 
with  the  Moss-Stoll  tour  in  England  and  has 
been  making  more  than  good  lately.  The 
new  material  he  is  exhibiting  is  mysteriously 

and  splendidly  presented. 

=(!  *  * 

Searle,  the  illusionist,  states  that  he  will 
shortly  sail  for  Europe  to  fulfil  the  contracts 
in  his  possession. 

*  * 

Edward  Vernello  and  Madame  Inez  (Mrs. 
Vernello)  have  joined  the  Campbell  Brothers 
Vaudeville  Annex,  and  are  billed  to  do  Punch 
and  Judy,  magic  and  mind  reading.  Ver¬ 
nello  is  quite  a  seller  of  books,  and  gives 
more  than  five  cents  worth  to  the  “visitors.” 

*  'I'  * 

It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  Flossie 
La  Blanche,  the  strong  lady,  is  also  with  this 
show.  She  at  one  time  went  to  Europe  with 
Manager  Adams  to  duplicate  the  magnetic- 
lady  act. 

* 

Frank  Lindsley,  of  Winton  Place,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  has  perfected  the  Mena  Tekle 
illusion  or  mystery  and  is  on  record  as  sell¬ 
ing  it  only  to  professional  magicians. 

*  *  * 

The  Sa  Heras  were  the  feature  extraor¬ 
dinary  at  the  Lyceum  in  Cleveland,  and  cre¬ 
ated  quite  a  sensation.  There  are  several 
novel  tests  introduced  into  this  act,  which 
are  properly  presented  and  seldom  fail  to 

make  good. 

*  *  * 

S.  S.  Baldwin  has  returned  from  Richmond 
and  seems  to  have  recovered  from  his  opera¬ 
tion.  He  will  rest  this  summer,  in  the  vicinity 
of  New  York,  so  that  he  can  arrange  his 

plans  for  the  coming  season. 

^  ^  ^ 

Bert  Wiggins  the  comedy  sketch  artist  and 
conjurer,  is  working  on  a  novel  juggling  act, 
which  when  completed  will  be  a  combination 
of  juggling,  music  and  magic.  He  is  the 

father  of  a  bouncing  bo3^  Mother  and  son 
doing  well.  (We  congratulate  them  heart¬ 
ily). 

*  =1;  * 

John  Hilliar  of  Rocli£Ster  contemplates 
writing  a  card  trick  book  this  summer. 

^  ^ 

•Abe  Spitz  of  Providence,  R.  T.,  man¬ 
ager.  of  several  theatres  has  been  trying  for 


the  past  two  seasons  to  place  a  handcuff  king 
in  a  “blood  and  thunder”  drama.  It  appears; 
from  all  indications  that  Chas.  E.  Blaney  wilt 
feature  a  handcuff  king  in  a  melodrama  next 
season  entitled  “From  Sing  Sing  to  Liberty.”" 

He 

Leon  Hermann  is  due  to  arrive  in  New 
York  for  his  opening  date,  September  2.  At 
present,  he  is  negotiating  for  a  summer  run 
for  next  season  in  Paris,  France. 

He  He  He 

Herbert  Albini  is  on  the  Sullivan-Consi- 
dine  circuit. 

He  He  He 

Tom-Jack,  the  only  albino  handcuff  king,  is 
booked  for  America  with  one  of  the  circuses 
for  the  next  summer  season.  This  man  has 
pink  eyes  and  white  hair,  and  claims  to  be 
able  to  see  in  the  dark.  He  is  touring 
Sweden  at  the  present  time. 

He  He  He 

Dr.  S.  R.  Ellison,  one  of  the  celebrated 
collectors  of  magic,  has  a  model  of  almost 
every  known  illusion  in  his  office.  The  col¬ 
ored  “cleaning-lady”  accidentally  opened  one 
of  the  doors  of  the  secret  apartment,  in 
which  the  doctor  stores  his  models,  and  in¬ 
nocently  asked  the  doctor  “Am  these  de 
toyses  yo’  used  to  play  with  as  a  boy?”  The 
doctor  seren  y  answered  “Mammy  dem  air. 
de  toys  that  George  Washington  used  to  play 
with.”  All  the  astonished  colored  woman 
could  say  was  “for  de  land's  sake!” 

*  *  M 

Howard  Thurston  has  brought  to  this 
country  a  clever  Hindoo  conjurer  whom  he 
intends  to  book  exclusively  in  the  lyceum 
field.  The  magician  is  one  of  the  better  class 
of  performers  and  well  educated. 

Jjc  He  Nc 

P.  Richards,  the  well-known  cartoonist  of 
the  Neiv  York  Clipper  has  gone  abroad  and 
is  sending  home  every  week  a  full  page  car¬ 
toon  of  “Patsy-Boliver.”  Richards  has 
drawn  more  magicians  and  men  of  mystery 
in  his  sketches  than  any  other  artist  that  we 
have  ever  heard  of. 

H=  sK  H: 

The  Nelson  Brothers,  218  La  Salle  street, 
Chicago,  are  selling  “The  Hindu  Spirit 
Writer.”  They  claim  it  to  be  the  best  money 
maker  ever  presented  in  which  mystery  is  the- 
predominating  feature.  It  is  a  sort  of  a. 
“graft”  for  fairs  and  arcades. 
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Air.  and  Airs.  Harry  Kellar  have  arrived  in 
Hamburg,  German}',  after  a  pleasant  voyage. 
Kellar  intends  to  visit  Herr  Ernest  Basch  in 
Hanover,  then  go  to  Berlin,  and  wind  up  his 
European  trip  in  London,  sailing  from  Eng¬ 
lish  shores  back  to  America.  In  all  prob¬ 
abilities  this  forthcoming  season  will  really 
be  Kellar’s  last  appearance  before  the  public. 

*  *  5|t 

It  is  rumored  that  Roltaire,  the  Illusionist, 
who  is  presenting  the  mysterious  automobile 
at  Coney  Island  will  soon  find  himself  in  the 
law  courts  for  infringing  on  a  patent  granted 
to  R.  B.  Smith.  This  gentleman  is  also  the 
inventor  of  the  revolving  “Aga.” 

In  our  April  number  in  the  “Your  Ques¬ 
tions  Answered  Here”  columns,  we  pub¬ 
lished  an  item  stating  that  “Will  Goldstone 
was  running  a  busking  pierrot  show  at 
West  Kirby.”  W’e  received  the  information 
from  one  of  our  English  correspondents, 
and  if  the  information  is  wrong,  we  regret 
having  published  same,  and  apologize,  as  it 
is  positively  not  our  policy  to  intentionally 
publish  false  facts. 

.Jc  4c 

Chicago  J^lotes  W.LTHCKS 

The  Great  Straub  and  his  vv'ife  were 
among  the  many  welcome  callers  this 
month. 

Air.  Straub  has  been  living  in  Pittsburg 
for  the  past  few  years,  and  just  recently 
came  to  Chicago. 

He  is  a  very  clever  magician  and  claims 
to  hold  world’s  record  for  the  billiard  ball 
trick. 

!K  *  * 

Chief  of  Police  George  AI.  Shippy  attend¬ 
ed  the  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Police  Chiefs’  Association  at  Jamestown, 
Va.  The  Chief  is  not  a  member  of  the  as¬ 
sociation.  but  received  a  personal  invitation 
to  attend  the  convention  from  William  A. 
Pinkerton. 

*  +  * 

Mr  P.  C.  Holland,  the  busy  editor  of  the 
“Detective,”  informs  me  that  Airs.  Holland 
has  just  returned  from  a  tour  of  Europe, 
and  is  now  at  the  Jamestown  Exposition, 
in  charge  of  the  Detective  Publishing  Co.’s 
great  line  of  police  equipments. 


It  would  not  be  wise  for  any  dub  hand¬ 
cuff  kings  to  be  around  Jamestown  just 

now. 

*  *  * 

Air.  David  E.  Stifft  has  just  returned 

from  his  western  trip.  He  handed  me  a 
three-column  'dipping  from  the  Oregon 

“Daily  Journal,”  headed  “Chicago  Travel¬ 
ing  Alan  Performs  Wonderful  Feat  in  Le¬ 
gerdemain;’  he  gave  one  of  his  marvelous 
exhibitions  at  the  Portland  Hotel,  Sunday, 
June  9,  and  received  rounds  of  applause. 

Air.  Stifft  informs  me  that  magicians  are 
rather  scarce  on  the  Pacific  Coast  just  at 
present,  Powell  being  the  only  one  of  any 
importance,  and  he  is  holding  forth  at  the 
Wigwam,  San  Francisco. 

*  *  * 

On  unlucky  Friday,  June  14,  the  Olympic 
Theatre  was  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  ope¬ 
rated  by  the  Kohl  &  Castle  circuit.  Loss, 
about  $200,000. 

*  *  * 

Roterberg,  the  Alartinka  of  the  West,  is 
enjoying  a  much  needed  vacation  around 
the  lakes  of  W'^isconsin. 

*  *  * 

The  Alarvelous  Volta  gave  a  wonderful 
performance  at  the  Alajestic  week  June  17. 

Volta  lets  75,000  volts  of  electricity  pass 
through  his  body  as  though  it  were  only 
ten,  he  ignites  pieces  of  cloth  from  the 
sole  of  his  shoe,  the  top  of  his  head  and 
arm,  and  mystifies  in  many  other  wonder¬ 
ful  things. 

After  his  performance  Sunday  night  he 
left  immediately  for  New  York,  where  he 
is  to  join  the  future  Airs.  Volta,  who  just 
came  over  from  London,  by  Jove!  After 
the  strong  knot  has  been  tied,  they  will 
iourney  back  to  Chicago  where  Air.  Volta 
is  booked  for  the  Chicago  Opera  House. 

*  *  * 

Tune  marriages  seem  to  be  quite  popular 
this  year  among  the  mysterious  folks.  Zis- 
ka,  of  Ziska  and  King,  and  Aliss  Florence 
Saunders  have  been  united. 

*  *  * 

AlcWntters  and  Tyson  Company  appeared 
at  the  Alajestic,  introducing  Hermann’s 
basket  trick;  Air.  Ale  Watters  makes  up  as 
the  “Great,”  and  performs  with  all  the  grace 
of  Hermann  himself.  They  will  shortly  try 
out  their  new  spectacular  act,  said  to  be  the 
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most  sumptuous,  scenically,  ever  offered  in 
vaudeville. 

*  =1=  * 

June  26th  was  the  initial  number  of  War¬ 
ren  A.  Patrick’s  new  theatrical  paper  called 
‘‘The  Show  World.” 

Mr.  Patrick  is  a  well-known  theatrical 
newspaper  man,  and  for  some  time  was 
Western  representative  of  the  “Billboard.” 
“The  Show  World”  will  cover  all  branches 
of  the  amusement  field. 

*  *  * 

Yuma  and  Co.  are  preparing  a  new  scenic 
act  for  next  season,  employing  three  people, 
including  a  Hindoo. 

*  *  *  ,  . 

Andre,  the  magician,  is  now  on  the  West¬ 
ern  States  Vaudeville  Association  Circuit, 
and  doing  nicely.  .  ^ 

■  ■  .  ■" 

Fred  Gay  is  playing  with  the  Emerson 
Boat  Show  this  summer. 

=1=  * 

Mr.  Burns,  of  the  Atlas  Trick  and  Novel¬ 
ty  Co.,  is  the  busy  man  taking  care  of  mail 
orders. 

* 

The  Mysterious  Rego  is  at  Riverview 
Park  introducing  as  his  feature  stunt  a  large 
hood  with  chains  and  sealed  locks,  which 
is'very  good. 

*  *  *  = 

The  De  Motts  are  also  appearing  at 
Riverview  in  their  jail-breaking  act. 

De  Mott  must  have  witnessed  Miller’s 
performance  with  the  Bean  Giant,  as  he 
does  exactly  the  same  with  his  steel  rod. 

^ 

Lovell  pleased  in  a  mind-reading  act  at 
the  London  Dime  Museum. 

^  ^ 

The  National  Union  of  Chicago  gave  their 
annual  meeting  June  4th  and  Sth  at  the 
People’s  Theatre;  several  good  vaudeville 
acts  were  presented,  among  them  being  the 
Mysterious  Caesar  &  Co.,  in  magic  and 
illusions. 

Besides  being  the  main  attraction,  Mr. 
Caesar  had  full  charge  of  all  the  acts,  and 
everything  came  off  without  a  hitch. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  Bories,  brother  of  the  late  Dr.  E. 
Bories  of  Seattle,  will  be  passing  through 
Chicago  in  a  few  days  on  his  way  East. 


Dr.  Bories  possessed  the  largest  collec¬ 
tion  of  handcuffs  of  any  man  in  the  West. 
*  =): 

Bernar  is  billed  at  the  Majestic  with  his 
funny  manikins;  he  shows  remarkable  clev¬ 
erness  in  his  magical  performing  manikins. 


ESnONS 

NSWERED 


H.  Benson  Lees,  Australia.  Have  attended 
to  your  request. 

*  *  * 


J..'  C.  Turner,  Cumberland,  Md.  See  an¬ 
swer  in  June  issue  to  A.  A.  Geildemeister.  . 

=1=  *  * 

W.  Watkins,  Hamilton,  Canada.  As  you  play 
only  for  church  affairs,  you  can  easily  pro¬ 
gram  your  handcuff  tricks.  You  could  have 
cn  program  Acts  xii.  7.,  “When  Peter  was 
cast  into  prison  by  Herod  an  angel  came  to  him 
and  his  chains  fell  from  his.  hands.” 

.  *  *  * 


Otto  F. .Walton,  Chicago,  Ill.  Thanks  for 
program.  However  it  was  received  too  late 
for  use. 

*  *  ^ 

S.  Jenkins,  Mt.  Carmel,  Pa.  Prof.  Benzon 
was  last  heard  of  in  San  Francisco,  CaL 
We  do  not  know  what  he  is  doing  at  pres¬ 
ent. 

*  *  * 

Hornmann.  En  route.  Send  your  ror.te  to 
us. 

* 

T.  Roy  Barnes.  Kindly  send  your  address. 
We  have  letter  here  for  you. 

=1=  * 


Francis  Milton,  Prague.  Write  to  our 
Vienna  correspondent.  He  can  give  you 
information  about  that  gentleman.  Francis 
King  died  in  a  madhouse.  His  widow  re¬ 
sides  in  Berlin.  Carl  Wilmann  can  give  you 
her  address.  Wilmann’s  address  is  3  Neu  A. 
B.  C.  Strasse,  Hamburg,  Germany. 

*  *  * 

Chafelo.  Please  send  your  address.  We 
have  a  letter  for  you. 
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Al.  Burton.  The  sieve  trick  is  not  verv 

new,  but  is  effective.  You  will  find  it  de¬ 
scribed  in  Roterberg  s  iModern  Wizard,  page 
III.  Any  of  the  dealers  advertising  in  this 
magazine  can  supply  you  with  the  book.  The 
effect  of  the  trick  is  as  follows :  Introduce 
a  glass  pitcher  full  of  water  and  a  sieve. 
Pour  a  quantity  of  water  through  the  sieve 
to  prove  that  it  is  unprepared.  .  You  allow 
it  to  examined.  After  it  is  handed  back,  you 
pour  water  into  the  sieve,  and  the  water  will 
not  run  through.  You  now  spill  the  water 
back  into  the  pitcher,  and  hand  the  sieve 
out  for  examination,  and  it  will  be  found  un¬ 
prepared. 

The  real  secret  of  this  experiment,  is  to 
obtain  a  sieve  with  sloping  sides,  and  with  a 
very  fine  mesh,  such  as  is  used  to  strain 
milk.  Before  exhibiting  the  trick,  you  take 
some  white  beeswax  (don’t  use  the  yellow 
wa.x  as  that  can  easily  be  seen)  and  after 
heating  the  sieve  rub  the  wax  well  over  the 
meshes,  taking  care  to  remove  all  superfluous 
wax  with  a  silk  handkerchief.  This  must 
he  done  while  the  sieve  is  still  hot.  You 
now  have  it  prepared,  so  that  it  has  covered 
the  wires  with  a  very  thin  coating.  When 
spilling  the  water  in  the  first  time,  to  show 
that  it  is  unprepared,  you  must  allow  the 
water  from  the  pitcher  to  fall  some  distance 
so  that  it  will  dash  through  the  waxed  wires ; 
hut  when  you  wish  the  water  to  remain  in 
the  sieve  you  must  pour  t^e  water  against 
the  sides  of  the  sieve  so  as  to  allow  it  to  run 
slowly  and  spread  itself  over  the  bottom, 
remaining  in  the  sieve.  You  had  better  try 
this  several  times  before  exhibiting  it. 

Jjc  Jfc  ^ 

James  Coyle,  Allentown.  Thurston  is  in 
America  at  present  writing,  and  a  letter 
addressed  to  Hotel  Navarre,  New  York  City, 
will  reach  him. 

*  *  * 

Adolph  Askew,  Cincinnati.  YTs,  we  re¬ 
member  you  as  the  man  that  came  on 
the  stage  one  Sunday  matinee,  looking  as  if 
you  needed  a  shave.  We  cannot  give  you 
the  trick  in  question,  as  that  is  an  invention 
•of  Kellar,  but  if  you  wish  the  price  of  a 
shave  we  will  gladly  send  it  along.  While 
it  may  not  improve  your  nerve,  it  will  at 
least  improve  your  appearance.  Unless  you 
have  lots  of  money  your  style  will  never  be 
called  “eccentricity.” 


S 

Barter  and  £^xcHang(e 

Advertisements  under  this  heading  are  accepted  free 
of  charge;  there  is  no  after  graft  and  you  bind 
yourselves  to  nothing;  we  only  reserve  the  right  to 
exclude  any  advertisement  we  do  not  wish  in  our  pa¬ 
per. 

I  have  a  number  of  rope  ties  and  card 
tricks  which  I  would  like  to  exchange.  The 
excelsior  rope  tie  preferred.  A.  Heilman, 

1265  45th  St.,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

*  *  * 

I  have  a  fine  nickle  plated  flying  lamp 
and  pedestal  and  some  tables  which  I  would 
like  to  exchange  for  a  coin  ladder  or  aga 
or  any  other  good  illusion.  J.  Hoffmann, 
2836  Highland  Ave.,  Cincinnati,  O. 

*  *  * 

Would  like  to  exchange  Devant’s  vanish¬ 
ing  cane,  Yost’s  automatic  fire  bowl  to  pro¬ 
duce  from  handkerchief,  set  of  eight  Chinese 
linking  rings  and  watch  mortar  for  a  set  of 
rice  bowls.  W.  R.  Richardson,  33  Elm  St., 
Hartford,  Conn. 

♦  *  * 

Have  fifty-six  inch  tripod,  two  sections; 
drying  rack  for  twenty-four  plates ;  vest  ser- 
vante,  fine  for  billiard  balls ;  set  of  large 

blue  willow  ware  rice  bowls  as  used  by 

Ching  Ling  Foo.  Will  exchange  for  hand¬ 
cuffs  or  good  tricks.  Walter  M.  Jackson, 
19  Harvard  St.,  Dorchester,  Mass. 

♦  *  ♦  I 

Will  trade  Roterberg’s  invisible  servante 
(good  as  new)  cost  $1.50  and  a  metal  ball 
trap  cost  $1.25  for  a  good  vest  servante  that 
folds  close  to  the  body  when  not  in  use.  C- 
D.  Albright,  5171  McPherson  Ave.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

a:  *  * 

What  is  wanted  for  two  side  tables  and 
one  centre  table  that  are  in  good  condition? 
Have  books  of  magic  for  exchange.  Roy 
Jordan,  Box  129,  Mexia,  Texas. 

it  *  * 

Wanted  best  offer  for  moving  picture  out¬ 
fit.  I  have  three  reels  films,  machine,  slides, 
trunk  and  all  accessories ;  will  exchange  for 
magic  and  illusions.  Send  me  your  list.  J. 
C.  Turner,  88  Ind.  St.,  Cumberland,  Md. 
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The  material  for  these  articles  was  gathered  dur¬ 
ing  the  author's  first  tour  of  Great  Britain,  and 
was  prepared  for  publication  in  book  form.  This 
was  done  in  response  to  the  thousands  of  requests 
for  light  upon  tiie  methods  used  by  tbe  horde  of  imi¬ 
tators  who  sprang  up  at  that  time.  After  the  manu¬ 
script  had  been  completed,  the  pressure  of  professional 
engagements  prevented  Immediate  publication.  The 
text  will  now  be  printed  for  the  first  time  in  month¬ 
ly  instalments  in  the  Conjurers'  Monthly  Magazine, 
to  whose  pages  it  is  peculiarly  appropriate.  Readers 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  fact  of  its  being  pre¬ 
pared  for  publication  in  book  form  necessitates  a 
somewhat  arbitrary  and  unusual  division  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  instalments,  but,  in  its  entirety,  this  treatise  on 
handcuff  secrets  will  be  the  most  complete  and  re¬ 
liable  volume  ever  published  on  this  unique  form 
of  "mystery  and  entertainment. 

Copyright,  1906.  By  Harry  E'oudini.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 

*  *  * 

Continued. 

INSTALLMENT  NO.  XJ  ;  : 

HISTORICAL  LOCK  PICKING  CON¬ 
TESTS  WITH  JAMES  SARGENT 
AS  THE  CENTER  FIGURE. 

On  September  27,  1869,  James  Sar¬ 
gent  caused  an  open  letter  to  be  pub¬ 
lished  challenging  the  Yale  Lock  Mann- 
factnring  Company  to  a  lock  picking 
contest  and  specifying  conditions  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

To  the  Yale  Lock  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  No.  I  Barclay  St.,  New  York. 
Gentlemen :  Believing  as  I  do  that 
throughout  this  country  the  bank  locks 
made  by  you  and  those  made  by  Sargent 
&  Greenleaf,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  are 
more  generally  depended  upon  than  any 
others,  and  having  been  engaged  for 
many  years  in  trying  to  raise  the  stand¬ 
ard  of  burglar-proof  security,  pointing 


out  and  condemning  that  which  is  faulty, 
and  more  firmly  establishing  that  which 
is  good,  I  believe  it  is  no  more  than  fair 
and  right  that  we  should  show  our  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  work  we  are  making  by 
taking  a  small  portion  of  such  risks  as 
we  are  asking  capitalists  to  assume  every 
day.  I  have,  therefore,  drawn  up,  at 
tbe  suggestion  of  several  moneyed  men, 
the  following  proposition,  which  I  trust 
will  meet  your  approbation  and  be  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  public.  What  I  propose  is 
a  test  of  cur  respective  locks  on  terms  as 
follows;  We  will  choose  a  committee 
of  five  responsible  bankers  or  brokers, 
two  to  be  chosen  by  you  and  two  by  my¬ 
self  and  the  fifth  by  these  four,  and  pro¬ 
vide  two  suitable  rooms  for  the  trial. 
You  place  in  one  of  the  rooms  two  safes, 
one  secured  by  your  best  Double  Dial 
Combination  Bank  Lock,  the  other  by 
your  Double  Treasury  Permutation  Lock. 
In  the  other  room  I  will  place  two  safes, 
the  door  of  one  secured  by  my  No.  i 
Magnetic  Combination  Lock  and  the 
other  by  my  No.  i  Automatic  Combina¬ 
tion  Bank  Lock,  recently  adopted  by  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department. 
The  locks  for  the  test  shall  be  those  al¬ 
ready  on  safes  heretofore  sold  to  cus¬ 
tomers,  or  now  in  the  salesrooms  of  par¬ 
ties  using  our  locks.  Each  party  shall 
place  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  the 
sum  of  four  thousand  dollars  ($4,000), 
making  eight  thousand  dollars  ($8,000), 
one-half  ($4,000)  to  be  paid  to  the  party 
first  opening  both  of  competitor’s  locks 
without  injury  to  lock  or  safe,  and  the 
remaining  half  ($4,000)  to  be  paid  to 
the  party  first  opening  both  of  competi¬ 
tor’s  locks  without  injury  to  locks  or 
safes.  Each  party  to  lock  his  own  lock  on 
a  combination  of  his  own  choosing  hand  ¬ 
ing  the  same,  sealed,  to  the  chairman  of 
said  committee,  to  be  unsealed  in  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  both  parties,  and  only  when  the 
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trial  is  concluded.  The  locks  shall  be 
set  on  true  combinations,  so  that  the 
committee  can  open  them  on  those  com¬ 
binations  after  the  trial  and  (without 
knowing  the  combination)  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  both  parties  concerned  shall  see 
all  the  locks  opened  and  closed  when  the 
trial  commences,  to  know  that  they  are 
in  good  working  condition.  And  there 
shall  be  a  report  of  the  arrangements 
given  by  the  committee  at  the  commence  ¬ 
ment  of  the  trial  in  the  Xew  York  dailv 
papers,  and  at  the  close  a  full  report,  in¬ 
cluding  the  result;  and  should  there  be 
any  unfairness  on  either  side,  the  com¬ 
mittee  shall  report  it.  The  time  for 
each  to  operate  on  his  competitor's  locks 
shall  be  limited  to  forty-eight  hours,  or 
eight  hours  per  day  for  six  successive 
days.  Each  party  to  have  the  privilege 
of  choosing  assistants,  but  only  two  per¬ 
sons  shall  have  access  to  each  room  at 
the  same  time  during  the  trial.  As  soon 
as  any  one  of  the  locks  is  opened,  the 
numbers  on  which  it  ovas  opened  shall 
be  written  and  handed  in  a  sealed  en¬ 
velope  to  the  committee,  who  shall  note 
the  time  of  receiving  it,  and  report  this 
time  immediately  to  the  party  whose 
lock  is  picked,  and  to  this  party  only. 
All  other  information  in  regard  to  the 
test,  received  by  the  committee  after  the 
trial  commences,  shall  be  kept  secret  by 
them  till  it  has  ended. 

This  proposition  will  remain  open 
five  days  for  your  acceptance  or  rejec¬ 
tion,  then,  if  accepted,  the  trial  will 
commence  the  following  week.  I  would 
respectfully  ask  that  an  answer  to' the 
above  be  made  through  Xew  York 
daily  papers. 

(Signed)  James  Sargent. 

To  the  foregoing  letter  the  Yale  Lock 
Manufacturing  Co.  made  the  following 
reply : 


To  James  Sargent,  Esquire, 

Xew  York. 

Sir:  —  Xewspaper  publications  of 
yours  of  recent  date,  having  evidently 
been  intended  to  shake  the  confidence  of 
the  business  community  in  bank  locks 
of  our  manufacture,  we  will  willingly 
afford  you  an  opportunity  to  demon¬ 
strate  your  ability  as  an  expert  in  lock 
picking,  although  we  beg  leave  to  take 
exception  to  those  parts  of  the  article  re¬ 
ferred  to,  in  which,  perhaps  inadvertent¬ 
ly,  you  seem  desirous  of  conveying  the 
impression  that  your  locks  and  ours 
stand  upon  an  equality  in  the  market. 

If  you  will  accommodate  us  with  rl 
trial,  we  will  select  from  the  busines.s 
community  of  this  city  two  responsible 
gentlemen,  you  may  select  two  others 
and  the  four  thus  chosen  shall  select  a 
fifth,  the  whole  five  to  constitute  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  see  that  the  following  condi¬ 
tions  and  arrangements  are  properly 
carried  out : 

\Ve  will  deposit  with  the  Committee 
the  sum  of  $5,000,  you  to  do  the  same, 
and  the  whole  amount  ($10,000)  shall 
be  paid  over  to  you  if  you  succeed  in 
picking  our  lock  without  injury  to  it  or 
to  the  safe  to  which  it  may  be  attached. 

We  will  provide  for  the  trial  a  safe 
now  in  use  or  in  stock,  having  on  it  one 
of  our  Xo.  I  Double  Dial  Combination 
Locks,  which  safe  shall  be  placed  in  a 
room  to  be  selected  by  the  Committee. 
After  the  lock  has  been  inspected  by 
yourself,  and  you  are  satisfied  that  it  is 
in  its  normal  condition,  we  will  set  each 
of  its  two  dials  on  a  combination  of  our 
own  choosing,  and  hand  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee,  in  a  sealed  letter,  the  numbers  of 
the  combinations,  which  letter  shall  be 
opened  in  the  presence  of  both  parties 
after  you  shall  have  completed  your  at¬ 
tempt.  If  you  shall  have  been  unsuc¬ 
cessful,  the  lock  shall  then  be  opened  by 
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one  of  the  Committee,  in  accordance 
with  our  ordinary  printed  directions  for 
the  same,  and  by  means  of  the  combina¬ 
tions  named  in  the  above  mentioned  let¬ 
ter. 

Prior  to  commencing  the  trial,  and  in 
the  presence  of  the  Committee  (who 
shall  he  acquainted  with  the  combina¬ 
tions  on  which  the  lock  is  set)  we  will 
lock  and  unlock  the  lock,  to  demonstrate 
to  the  Committee  that  it  is  in  working- 
order,  and  that  it  yields  readily  to  the 
combinations. 

These  preliminaries  having  all  been 
complied  with,  we  will  place  the  lock  at 
your  disposition  for  the  space  of  one 
week,  making  no  restrictions  as  to  the 
number  of  hours  in  which  you  may  op¬ 
erate  on  it,  only  requiring  that  the  test 
shall  be  strictly  a  picking  one,  and  that 
no  violence  shall  be  used  either  with  the 
-safe  or  the  lock;  the  latter  to  remain 
uninjured  at  the  close  of  the  trial. 

We  will  allow  you  to  choose  your 
own  assistants,  only  one  of  whom  shall 
be  with  you  at  any  one  time. 

It  is  further  to  be  understood  that  at 
the  expiration  of  the  allotted  time, 
should  our  lock  have  proved  superior  to 
all  your  attempts  and  still  remains  un¬ 
opened,  the  deposit  of  $10,000  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  shall  be  de¬ 
clared  forfeited  to  us  and  to  be  paid 
over  to  us  by  the  Committee. 

Thus  far,  our  challenge  has  had  ref¬ 
erence  only  to  our  No.  i  Double  Dial 
Lock.  We  now  offer  to  submit  our 
No.  2  Single  Dial  Lock  to  the  same 
test,  should  you  fail  of  success  with  the 
No.  I. 

It  is  notorious  fact,  though  you  avoid 
its  mention,  that  a  lock  may  be  proof 
against  picking  while  it  is  ridiculously 
weak  in  other  respects.  Few  bankers 
would  feel  it  much  of  a  consolation  to 
be  told,  after  having  been  robbed,  that 


the  lock  they  relied  upon  could  not  have 
been  picked,  though  it  was  easily  forced. 

We  therefore  offer  further  to  submit 
a  challenge  for  a  competitive  trial  be¬ 
tween  our  lock  and  yours.  Each  lock 
to  be  subjected  to  the  ultimate  test  of  a 
burglar’s  tools  and  a  burglar’s  privi¬ 
leges.  To'  this  end  we  propose  that  the 
Committee  shall  provide  a  suitable  room 
for  each  trial,  and  each  party  furnish  a 
lock  of  his  own  manufacture  and  such 
as  he  has  been  selling  for  at  least  three 
months,  and  see  that  it  is  properly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  door  of  a  safe  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  purpose.  The  locks  then 
tc  be  inspected  by  the  Committee,  and 
each  to  be  locked  by  its  maker  and  the 
combinations  handed,  under  seal,  to  the 
Committee,  as  specified  above  for  the- 
picking  trial  of  our  No.  i  lock. 

When  all  is  ready,  we  propose  that 
each  party  with  two  assistants  only  shall 
have  access  to  his  competitor’s  lock, 
with  such  tools  as  he  may  select  and  be 
allowed  ten  consecutive  hours  in  which 
to  operate  upon  the  lock,  using  any 
means  he  may , please,  to  force  or  break 
it  open;  his  efforts  being  strictly  con¬ 
fined,  however,  to  the  lock  and  not  to 
be  directed  against  the  door  or  the  safe. 

As  a  pecuniary  inducement  for  your 
acceptance  of  this  challenge,  and  as  a 
guarantee  of  our  good  faith  in  it,  we 
propose  that  each  party  stake  a  sum  of 
$2,500  upon  the  result ;  depositing  that 
amount  with  the  Committee,  and  that 
the  total  ($5,000)  be  paid  over  to  the 
party  who  first  succeeds  in  breaking  his 
competitor’s  lock. 

We  will  hold  the  above  proposition 
open  for  your  acceptance  or'  rejection 
for  five  days  from  date,  and  await 
your  answer  through  the  daily  press 
of  this  city.  (Signed) 

Yale  Lock  Manufacturing  Co. 

October  2,  1869. 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  anywhere.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Alagical  Novelties 
write  to, 

Martinka  &  Co. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


T  H  e  W  i  z  a  r  d 


The  Leading  British  Magic  Monthly  M agazine 

WIZARD  PUBLISHING  CO. 

4  St.  Alban^s  Place  :  LONDON,  W.  C. 


The  City  Magical  Company 

MANUFACTURERS  OF 

magical  Apparatus 


1,  Amersham  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 


Space  to  Let 


Everything  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic,  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter  &c.  Applications  for  Eists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

We  Have  tHe  Latest  European  Novelties 

Manager:  Mr.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  I.  M  C. 


HENRY  HARDIN  CO. 

Special izers  in  Advanced  Magical  Effects  and 
—  riodern  Spirit  Secrets  t 

We  are  in  constant  receipt  of  the  most  valuable  Foreign  and  American  ideas  and 
manj  of  our  productions  are  now  being  used  by  the  toremost  mystifiers  of  the  world. 

Send  two  cent  stamp  for  “  Memorandum  of  Magic  ”  to 

Henry  Hardin  &  Co.,  Box  1413,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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ARNOLD  De  BIERE 


The  Always  Working  Magician,,  introduc¬ 
ing  the  newest  of  the  be5t  illusions. 

Prolonged  four  times  at  the  London 
Alhambra. 


Hotel  Preston 

(Opposite  Madison  Square  Garden) 

FOURTH  AVE.  AND  26th  STREET  NEW  YORK  CITY 

A  New  Hotel  with  all  modern 
improvements,  centrally  located. 
European  Plan.  ::  ::  :: 

Rooms  $1.00  per  day. 

With  Bath  $1.50  per  day  and  upwards 


Cafe  and  Restaurant  Unsurpassed 
Reasonable  Prices 
Orchestra  Music 
Special  Rates  to  the  Profession 

SAMUEL  GLANTZ  N.  J.  WEISX 

Proprietor  Manager 


Uamlou  Rrnthorc 

riullllGj  UlUlllului  also  (City  Branch)  29,  Ludgate Hill,  E.  C. 

We  have  actually  in  stock  (almost  without  exception)  ever^^  article  we  list  and 
many  others.  We  guarantee  the  finest  qualitv  and  finish  at  the  same  or  in  most 
cases  lower  prices  than  elsewhere.  A  trial  order  will  convince  you  of, this. 

A  NEW  WAND  MYSTERY 

The  wand  which  the  performer  has  used  during  the  evening  is  shown  to  be  c^uite 
solid  and  wrapped  up  under  the  eyes  of  the  audience.  It  is  then  deliberately  torn  up 
and  reproduced  at  will.  No  shells,  threads,  elastics  or  collapsible  wand  used.  This  will 
puzzle  those  that  “know.”  3|6  post  free  3|9.  U,  S.  A.  $1.35 

A  GREAT  VANISHING  CARD  lEEUSION 

A  card  is  selected  by  a  member  of  the  audience  who  himself  covers  it  with  his  own 
handkerchief,  and  drops  it  (still  covered)  into  a  glass  of  water  allowing  the  handker¬ 
chief  to  fall  on  and  over  the  glass.  Performer  commands  card  to  vanish  and  on 
handkerchief  being  removed  it  is  found  to  have  done  so.  Quite  inexplicable  but  so 
simple  to  work.  1|  post  free  Ij  1.  U.  S.  A.  25  cents,  post  free  30  cents. 

Eatest  BooKs 

No.  1.  New  Magical  Sleights  and  Fakes  by  R.  A.  Morrell.  Price  2|-,  post  free  2|2 

No.  2.  New  Dialogue  for  Punch  and  Jud3^  Price  6d  post  free  7d. 

No.  3.  Modern  Cr3^stal  Gazing.  Price  6d,  post  free  7d. 

No.  4.  Some  New  Magic  by  J.F.  Burrows.  Price  1|-,  post  free  Ijl. 
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THeodore  Hardeen 

The  King  of  all  Handcuff  Kings  and  the  Mighty  Potentate  of  all  the  Monarchs  and  Jail 

Breakers  (bar  Houdini). 

The  official  European  representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine,  and  to  w’.iom  all  business 
communications  can  be  addressed. 

£  Route  Stoll  Tour,  or  care  of  Jinssr  Bauer.  SO  Rupert  St.,  London,  IV. 


Just  Out! 

1Q07  Supplimeutary  Catalogue 

Containing  description  of  latest  tricks,  all  the  new 
books  on  magic  etc.  Also  List  No.  43  of  bigger  bar¬ 
gains  than  ever.  Am  closing  out  all  odds  and  ends  thut 
have  accumu  lated  at  any  price  they  will  bring. 
Both  lists  sent  upon  receipt  of  two  cent  stamp.  Cata¬ 
logue  of  tricks  free.  Professional  catalogue  of  750 
tricks,  170  pages  20  cents. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

176  Ontario  Street  CKicag'o,  Ill. 


Magic  Catalogue  Just  Out,  New  lOc 

Large  illust.  BooK  Catalogue  in  Preparation. 

We  keep  every  Trick,  Magic  Book  or  Paper  for 
Sale.  Selbits  “  Magic  Bricks,  ”  Stage  Size,  $7.00 

Important  Notice 

Full  page  half-tone  cuts  of  leading  professionals 
and  amateurs  of  the  world  inserted  in  my 
mammoth  200  page  illustrated  book  catalogue 
(Now  in  preparation. )  Send  Photo  and $20. 00 


W.  D.  Leroy,  103  Court  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Novelty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

307  WEST  45th  STREET 
New  York  City 


Established  ja6j 


MANllWCTUliCIlSAND  IMPOBTH^  OV 

—  foil  PACLoa  obStaou 

J62J  Broadway,  (Dept.  4,)  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  U,  S.  A. 


New  Catalogue  gists  and  Earga.u  Sheets  for  Stamp. 


AN  EXPOSE  OF  GRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 

exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her¬ 
ald  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoling  this  book. 
Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented.  ” 

Price  Twent5'five  cents. 

Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 

27S  West  tisth  street  Metu  York 

or  THEO.  hardeen  50  Rupert  St  W. 

Care  of  Anger  &  Bauer,  gondon,  England 


JUST  OUT 

New  Lis*s  will  be  sent 
H  R  E  E 

Large  catalogue  listing  the  latest  and  best  tricks 
15  cents. 

BAILEY  (a  TRIPP  CO., 

.  410  Cambridgepbrt,  Mass. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  when  answering  advertisements 
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The  Electric  Wizard! 

The  Famous  Bloodless  Surgeon  ! 

The  Record  Breaker 

Playing  the  I^eading  Halls  and  Theatres  in  Great  Britian  to  overflow  houses 


Head  Office : 

163  Blackfriars  Road, 

LONDON,  S.  E. 

London  Agent :  Cablegrams 

HR.  HARRY  DAY,  THE  PIONEER  “BODIEISiT”  London 

American  arrangements  made  by  Miss  Jene  Jacobs  and  Mr.  Harry  Day.. 
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Cable  Address  ;  “Avengment,  London.” 
Telephone  No.  1919  Gerrard 

ANGER 


Members  T.  V.  and  C.  A.  A. 

&  BAUER 


AGENTS  FOR 

English,  Hmencan  anb  Continental  IDariet'S  Hrtistes 


50  RUPERT  STREET,  W. 


English  and  Continental  Representatives  for 
Messrs.  A.  BoTiamici"and"Pran^  E.  Fillis’s  Enterprises  in  South  Africa. 


LONDON,  ENG 


Harry  Day 

THE  AGENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Booking  all  Big  Headliners,  for  all  Big  Tours 

Can  give  any  good  Act,  Magic,  Illusion,  Mystery,  etc.,  contracts  for  long  run  in  England. 
Shall  be  pleased  to  grant  unknown  acts  trial  shows  at  any  of  the  Music  Halls  under  my  control. 
Write,  stating  what  you  do,  and  how  much  you  want  for  doing  it. 

Effingham  'House,  Arundic  Street,  Strand,  London,  England 


Manhattan  Detective  Agency, 

OPPOSITE  METROPOLITJIN  OPERJi  HOUSE 
1^10  Broadway,  Comer  3QtB  Street 

Thirty-five  (35)  years’  experience  has  qualified  this  agency  to  undertake  all  legitimate  lines  of 
detective  work,  where  absolute  reliability  and  secrecy  are  imperative.  Obtaining  evidence  in  criminal 
and  civil  matters,  confidential  work  for  Railroads,  Banks,  Mercantile  Houses,  Factories,  Corpora¬ 
tions,  Lawyers  and  Private  Individuals.  References  furnished  upon  request. 


Stxite  414. 


Telephone  4<380  Bryant 


IMPORTANT 

Those  who  have  already  made  application  for,  or  thos'e  who  wish  to  suscribe  for  the 
GREATEST  BOOK  EVER  ON  MAGIC  (500  pages)  by  T.  Nelson  Downs  and 
J.  Northern  Hilliard,*  send  the  price  $5.00  at  once  to  T.  Nelson  Downs  Publishing  Co. 
J.  N,  Hilliard,  Mgr.  542  Blossom  Road,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Book  ready  for  delivery 
October  1st,  1907,  and  will  be  mailed  free  to  all  w’ho  get  their  orders  in  immediately, 
as  only  a  limited  number  will  be  issued.  Get  busy  if  you  want  to  be  in. 

T.  NELSON  DOWN  S  PALMING  COINS  ARE  BEST  $1.00  DOZ. 

T.  Nelson  Down’s  Magical  Co.  MarsKalltown,  Iowa. 

Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magaziac  when  tuswerin'  advertisement.. 
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HALF  TONE  CUT  OF  YOURSELF 

Send  $1.50  and  your  photo,  which  we  will  insert  in 
the  anniversar3'  number.  After  it  is  published  we  will 
send  j'ou  j'our  half  tone  FREE  OF  CHARGE. 

Address,  Conjurers’ Magazine,  278  West  Il3t[i  Street  :  New  York  City 


CLINTON  BURGESS 

Champion  Stage  Card  Manipulator  of  Jimerica 

Open  for  engagements  for  clubs,  parties  and  parlor  ' 
entertainments, 

163  St.  Nicliolas  Ave.,  N.  Y.  City 

BERT  KILBY 

The  Mysterious  Entertainer 
Presenting  the  latest  of  the  newest  tricks 

New  Britain.  Conn. 


BERT  WIQQIN 

The  Honk-honk  Mystifie r.  JHso  Lightning  Crayon 
Sketch  Jtrtist. 

Permanent  Address,  Trafalgar  Hotel, 

115  East  14th  Street,  New  York. 


Prof.  NATHU  MANCHACHAND 

The  Great  Indian  Magician 

Care  Dr.  B'hagwando 

Old  Hanuman  Liane, 
Kalbadevie  Road,  Bombay,  India 

CHAFALO 

The  Italian  necromancer  assisted  by  the  Italian 
beauty  Mile  Capretto 

In  his  mysterious  novelty  magicial  performance 

“  Tee=ta=talk,” 

Permanent  Address  :  Conjurers'  Magazine 

278  West  113th  St.,  N.  Y.  City 

W.  L.  HICKS 

liope  Manipulator,  Handcuff  Expert  and  Packing 
Case  Evador 

Western  Representative  of  the  Conjurers'  Magazine. 

Saratoga  Hotel,  Chicago,  Ill. 


Haymau  6c  Franklin 

Mr.  Joseph  Hayman  the  official  staff  rereseiitative  of  the 
Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  sailed  from  London  2^ 

on  the  P  &  O  S.  .S.  Victoria,  and  will  remain  on  the  Harry 
RRkard’s  Tour  sixteen  weeks.  Magicians  are  invited  to  call 
on  him  whenever  possible.  We  will  appreciate  any  courtesy 
extended  to  him. 


FILL  OUT  THIS  FORM  NOW! 

and  mail  it  together  with  One  Dollar,  to 

The  Conjurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Go. 

278  West  Il3tli  Street,  New  York.  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen  : 

Please  send  me  Conjurers*  MontHly 
Magazine  for  twelve  months  commencing  with 

the . issue,  for  which 

I  enclose  One  Dollar. 

Very  truly  5  ours, 


Dated 


190 


Kindly  mention  Conjurors’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisement. 
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The  Conjurers’  Magazine  Publishing  Co, 

278  WEST  113th  STREET 
New  York  City 


Tblephonb  :  1514  Morningsidb 


Per  Year  $1.00  Single  Copies,  10  Cents 


AdTertlslng  rates  payable  In  advance,  made  known 
on  application  to  above  address. 


The  entire  contents  of  the  Conjurers'  Monthly 
Magazine  are  protected  by  copyright  and  must  not  be 
reproduced  either  wholly  or  in  part  without  per¬ 
mit  alon. 


The  magazine  is  for  sale  by  all  reputable  dealers 
of  conjuring  apparatus.  A  limited  number  of  back 
Issues  can  be  secured  at  ten  cents  each,  by  ad¬ 
dressing  the  publication  office,  as  above. 


Foreign  representatives — London,  England,  Theo 
Hardeen,  care  Anger  &  Bauer.  50  Rupert  street,  W. ; 
Moscow,  Russia,  T.  Bolin;  Vienna,  Austria,  Ottokar 
Fischer;  Teheran,  Persia,  James  Leahman. 


Contributions  on  all  topics  of  Interest  to  magi¬ 
cians  are  welcomed.  When  payment  is  expected,  the 
price  must  be  marked  plainly  on  the  manuscript; 
otherwise  it  will  be  regarded  as  complimentary.  No 
manuscripts  returned  unless  accompanied  by  stamped 
and  addressed  envelope. 


VOL.  I.  AUGUST  1907  No.  12 


With  this  issue  our  first  year  ends, 
and  we  trust  you  will  favor  us  with  a 
prompt  renewal  of  your  patronage  for 
by  so  doing  you  will  each  month 
promptly  receive  the  largest  and  best 
magical  magazine  in  existence;  a  maga¬ 
zine  which  from  its  initial  issue  had  a 
larger  circulation  than  all  the  other  ma¬ 
gical  papers  combined ;  a  magazine  in 
which  neither  time,  labor  nor  expense 
were  ever  saved  in  order  to  make  it  the 
publication  for  you. 

We  are  recognized  by  all  the  foreign 
and  American  newspapers,  and  are 
quoted  by  men  of  standing  who  could 
not  afford  to  associate-  their  names  but 
with  matters  and  men  of  authority  and 
position. 


During  the  ensuing  year  we  will  pro¬ 
duce  novel  tricks,  expose  many  illusions, 
and  will  use  our  best  endeavors  to  give 
you  as  good  and  better  a  magazine  as 
we  have  in  the  past. 

We  wish  that  our  readers  would  take 
advantage  of  all  the  offers  we  make 
them.  The  Barter  and  Exchange  col¬ 
umns  are  free  to  everyone  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  dealers.  When  an  advertise¬ 
ment  is  sent,  we  place  it  in  once.  If  you 
wish  it  repeated  please  write.  In  fact, 
write  freely  and  let  us  know  your  wants. 
We  are  publishing  this  paper  to  please 
you  and  hope  you  will  derive  much  bene¬ 
fit  therefrom. 

If  you  want  questions  answered,  we 
shall  be  only  too  pleased  to  answer  them. 
If  you  want  to  air  things,  just  send  in 
your  letter  and  it  will  appear  in  our 
Mail  Bag  columns.  Be  sociable  and  help 
us  make  the  Conjurers’  Monthly  a  huge 

continued  success. 

*  *  * 

More  illusions  than  ever  are  being 
built,  which  shows  that  the  pure  sleight- 
of-hand  performer  will  be  able  to  rest 
a  while  and  give  the  big  show  fraternity 
a  chance. 

As  managers  judge  a  performer  by 
the  showing  he  can  make  on  the  stage, 
and  as  this  generation  has  never  seen  a 
stage  setting  with  dazzling  apparatus, 
the  first  magician  who  will  imitate  the 
stage  setting  of  John  Henry  Anderson, 
the  Great  Wizard  of  the  North,  or 
Phillippe,  or,  in  fact,  any  of  the  old-time 
magicians,  will  undoubtedly  be  a  suc¬ 
cess. 

Some  of  you  ambitious  young  conjur¬ 
ers  think  this  over.  We  have  photo¬ 
graphs  and  engravings  of  these  old-time 
settings,  and  if  any  of  you  are  sufficiently 
interested  to  write,  we  shall  be  only  too 
pleased  to  reproduce  them  in  some  forth¬ 
coming  issue  of  this  magazine. 
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HARRY  Hou, 


r  ProperPlaceInThem 

I1ISTORY/ 


In  th:s  series  of  articles,  It  is  my  intention  to 
correct  many  errors  regarding  the  history  of  magic 
which  nave  existed  in  the  public  mind  since  “The 
Life  of  Robert  Houdin”  was  issued.  In  such  endeavor, 
necessarily.  I  have  introduced  references  to  Houdin's 
contemporaries  and  to  magicians  who  preceded  him 
which  will  make  the  series,  when  finished,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  history  of  magic  from  16S0  to  the  present 
day.  In  order  to  prove  my  statements,  it  is  also  ne¬ 
cessary  to  wander  frequently  from  the  central  figure, 
Houdin.  but  though  some  instalments  may  not  pre¬ 
sent  the  name  of  Houdin.  the  facts  presented  will. 
In  the  course  of  the  history's  development,  be  found 
to  have  direct  bearing  on  his  life  and  work.  In 
taking  issue  with  those  generally  accepted  as  au¬ 
thorities,  1  am  actuated  only  by  a  desire  to  set  be¬ 
fore  the  world  of  magic,  the  true  facts  as  ascertained 
by  me  during  years  of  earnest  investigation  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  to  do  justice  to  those  who  pre¬ 
ceded  Houdin  and  to  whom  he  owed  a  greater  debt 
than  he  set  forth  in  his  autobiography. 

Copyright.  1906.  By  Harry  Houdini.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 


beck,  having  seen  it  at  the  Bartholomew 
Fair  in  England. 

He  featured  the  orange  tree  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “He  has  a  Philosophical  Flower 
Pot,  in  which  he  causes  to  grow  on  a 
table  in  the  presence  of  the  spectators 
trees  which  flower,  and  then  the  flowers 
fall,  and  fruit  appears  absolutely  ripe 
and  ready  to  be  eaten.” 

His  posters  are  dated  1746-47  and 

1751- 


Instalment  No.  XH. 

AUTOMATA  (continued) 

THE  ORANGE  TREE  AS  FEATURED 

BY  PINETTI  AND  CORNILLOT. 

According  to  an  article  contributed  by 
Mons.  E.  Raynaly  in  the  “Ulusionniste” 
of  June,  1903,  the  orange  tree  next  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  repertoire  of  a  remarkable 
peasant  conjurer,  whose  billing  Mons. 
Raynaly  found  among  “Affiches  de 
Paris.”  This  performer  was  billed  as 
the  Peasant  of  North  Holland,  and  gave 
hourly  performances  at  the  yearly  fairs 
at  Saint-Germain. 

It  is  more  than  possible  that  he  pur¬ 
chased  this  trick  from  Fawkes  or  Pinch¬ 


The  next  program  on  which  the  mys-. 
terious  tree  appears  is  a  Pinetti  hand¬ 
bill,  dated  in  London,  1784,  when  the 
following  announcement  was  made : 

“Signore  Pinetti  will  afterwards  pre¬ 
sent  the  assembly  with  a  Tree  called  fle 
Bouquet-Philosophiqu,’  composed  of 
small  branches  of  an  orange  tree,  the 
leaves  appearing  green  and  natural.  He 
will  put  it  under  a  bottle  and  at  some  dis¬ 
tance,  by  throwing  some  drops  of  water 
of  his  own  composition,  the  leaves  will 
begin  to  change  and  the  bouquet  will  pro¬ 
duce  natural  flowers  and  various  fruits.” 

Pinetti  is  one  of  the  most  fascinac- 
ing  and  picturesque  figures  in  the  his- 
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tory  of  magic.  His  full  name  was 
Joseph  Pinetti  de  Willeclal,  and,  like 
Pinchbeck  and  P'awkes,  he  was  a  man 
of  parts  and  readily  made  friends  with 
the  nobility.  In  fact,  there  is  some  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  whether  he  did  not  come  of 
noble  family. 

He  was  born  in  1750  in  Orbitelle,  a 
fortified  town  once  claimed  by  Tuscany. 
What  can  be  gleamed  regarding  his 


The  above  engraving  is  ft  the  present  time  the 
only  known  authentic  picture  of  Pinetti  the  celebrated 
conjurer.  It  seems  to  have  been  used  by  Pinetti 
before  he  had  adopted  the  professional  career  as 
itinerant  magician.  (From  the  Harry  Houdini 
collection.) 

early  history  goes  to  prove  that  his  fam¬ 
ily  connections  were  excellent  and  his 
education  of  the  best.  One  of  his  por¬ 
traits,  reproduced  herewith,  shows  a 
half-crown  of  laurel  decorating  the 
frame,  and  on  one  side  of  the  bust  is  a 


globe,  while  in  the  rear  of  the  picture  is 
a  stack  of  books.  This  would  establish 
nis  claim  that  he  was  once  a  professor 
of  physics  and  geography.  In  fact,  the 
legend  beneath  the  portrait,  being  trans¬ 
lated  from  the  French,  runs : 

I.  I.  Pinetti  Willedal  de  Merci,  Pro¬ 
fessor  and  Demonstrator  of  Physics. 
Chevalier  of  the  Order  of  St.'  Philipe. 
Geographical  Engineer.  Financial  Coun¬ 
selor  of  li.  R.  H.  Prince  of  Linbourg 
Holstein.  Born  in  Orbitelle  in  1750. 

As  it  has  so  often  happened  in  the 
history  of  savants  and  students,  •  there 
ran  in  Pinetti’s  blood  a  love  of  the  mys¬ 
terious  with  that  peculiar  strain  of 
charletaniim  which  went  to  make  up  the 
clever  performer  in  old-time  magic. 
Evidently  he  resigned  his  duties  as  a 
professor  for  the  more  picturesque  life 
of  the  traveling  magician,  and  he  is  first 
heard  from  in  this  capacity  in  the 
French  province  in  1783.  His  fame 
quickly  carried  him  to  Paris,  where  in 
1784  he  appeared  before  the  court  of 
Louis  XVT.  His  arrival  was  mmst  op¬ 
portune,  for  just  then  all  Paris,  and  for 
that  matter  all  Europe,  had  been 
aroused  to  a  new  interest  in  magic  by 
the  brilliant  Cagliostro. 

From  Paris  he  went  to  London,  play¬ 
ing  at  the  Haymarket  and  creating  a 
sensation  equal  to  that  which  he  had 
made  in  France.  Later  he  toured  Ger¬ 
many,  playing  Berlin  and  Hamburg. 
Next  he  went  back  to  his  native  land, 
Italy,  but  later  returned  to  Germanv  for 
a  second  engagement.  In  1789  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  Russia  and  never  left  that 
country.  There  he  married  a  Russian 
girl,  daughter  of  a  carriage  manufac¬ 
turer.  They  had  two  children.  Pinetti 
would  have  left  enormous  wealth,  but  in 
his  later  years  he  became  interested  in 
ballooning,  the  sensation  of  the  hour. 
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and  spent  his  entire  fortune  on  balloon 
experiments.  He  died  in  Bartitchobf, 
Volhinie,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years. 

Pinetti  was  a  man  of  rare  inventive 
genius  and  almost  reconstructed  the  art 
of  conjuring,  so  numerous  were  his  in¬ 
ventions.  For  half  a  century  after  his 
death  his  successors  drew  upon  Pinetti’s 
inventions  and  repertoire  for  their  pro¬ 
grams.  Naturally  such  ability  aroused 
bitter  jealousies,  especially  as  Pinetti 
made  no  attempt  to  conciliate  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  either  magicians  or  writers 
on  magic.  He  issued  one  book,  whose 
title  page  reads :  “Amusements  Phy¬ 
siques  et  Dififerentes  Experiences  Di- 
vertissants,  Composees  and  Executees, 
taut  a  Paris  que  dans  les  diverses  Courts 
de  I’Europe.  Par  M.  Joseph  Pinetti  de 
Willedal,  Romain,  Chevalier  de  TOrdre 
Merite  de  Saint  Phillipe,  Professor  de 
Mathematiques  and  de  Physiques,  Pro¬ 
tege  par  taute  la  Maison  Royale  de 
France,  Pensionnaire  de  la  Cour  de 
Prusse,  &c.,  1785.” 

The  work,  however,  was  not  a  cle.  .• 
and  lucid  explanation  of  his  methods  and 
tricks.  In  fact,  some  of  his  contempora¬ 
ries  claimed  that  he  deliberately  misrep¬ 
resented  his  methods  of  performing 
tricks.  Among  these  writers  was  Henri 
Decremps,  a  brilliant  professor  of  mathe¬ 
matics  and  physics  in  Paris,  who  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  expose  all  of  Pinetti’s  tricks 
in  the  book  referred  to  in  the  preceding 
chapter,  “Le  Magic  Blanche  Devoilee.” 
This  work  was  in  five  volumes  and  was 
so  popular  in  its  day  that  it  was  trans¬ 
lated  into  nearly  every  modern  language. 
The  following  explanation  of  the  trick 
is  from  page  56  of  the  English  transla¬ 
tion,  entitled  “The  Conjurer  Un¬ 
masked”  : 

“The  branches  of  the  tree  may  be 
made  of  tin  or  paper,  so  as  to  be  hollow 


from  one  end  to  the  other  in  order  that 
the  air  which  enters  at  the  bottom  may 
find  its  exit  at  the  top  of  the  branch. 
These  branches  are  so  adjusted  that  at 
intervals  there  appear  twigs  made  from 
brass  wire,  but  the  whole  so  decorated 
with  leaves  made  from  parchment  that 
the  ensemble  closely  resembles  nature. 

“The  end  of  each  branch  is  dilated  to 
contain  small  pieces  of  gummed  silk  or 
very  fine  gold-beater’s  skin,  which  are 
to  catch  the  figures  of  the  flowers  and 
fruit  when  the  latter  expand  by.  the  air 
driven  through  the  branches  to  which 
they  were  fastened  by  a  silk  thread. 

“The  tree  or  nosegay  is  then  placed 
on  a  table,  through  which  runs  a  glass 
tube  to  supply  air  from  beneath  the 
stage,  where  a  confederate  works  this 
end  of  the  trick  and  causes  the  tree  to 
‘grow’  at  the  pre-arranged  signal.” 

Later,  it  was  described  as  being  ac¬ 
complished  entirely  by  springs,  and  real 
oranges  were  first  stuck  on  the  tree  by 
means  of  pegs  or  pins,  and  the  leaves 
were  so  secured  around  them  that  at  first 
appearance  they  could  not  be  seen.  Then 
a  piston  was  used  to  spread  all  the 
leaves,  another  that  forced  the  blossoms 
up  through  the  hollow  branches,  etc. 
Pinetti’s  personality  was  almost  as  ex¬ 
traordinary  as  his  talents.  A  handsome 
man  who  knew  how  to  carry  himself,  ac¬ 
quiring  the  graces  and  the  dress  of  the 
nobility,  he  became  rather  haughty  if  not 
arrogant  in  his  bearing.  He  so  antagon¬ 
ized  his  contemporaries  in  the  fields  of 
magic  and  literature  that  he  was  adver¬ 
tised  as  much  by  his  bitter  enemies  as 
by  his  loving  friends.  Many  of  his  meth¬ 
ods  of  attracting  attention  to  himself  are 
singularly  like  those  employed  by  mod¬ 
ern  press  agents  of  theatrical  stars.  He 
never  trusted  to  his  performances  in 
theatres  and  drawing  rooms  to  adver- 


380 


THE  CONJURERS'  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


tise  his  abilities,  but  demonstrated  his  art 
wherever  he  appeared,  from  barber  shops 
to  cafes. 

Perhaps  the  best  pen  pictures  of  Pinetti 
and  his  methods  are  furnished  by  E.  G. 
Robertson  in  his  “Memoirs.”  Robertson 
was  a  contemporary  of  Pinetti,  and,  like 
him,  a  pioneer  in  ballooning.  His  “Me¬ 
moirs,”  written  in  the  P'rench  language, 
were  published  in  1831.  The  following 
extracts  from  this  interesting  book  tell 
much  of  Pinetti's  life  in  Russia  and  of 
his  professional  history  as  tradition  and 
actual  acquaintance  had  presented  it  to 
M.  Robertson : 

“Pinetti  had  traveled  a  great  deal  and 
for  a  long  time  had  enjoyed  a  great 
European  reputation.  He  had  done 
everything  to  attain  it.  There  was  never 
a  man  that  carried  further  the  art  of  the 
‘charlatisme.’  When  he  arrived  in  a 
town  where  he  intended  to  give  a  show, 
he  took  good  care  to  prepare  his  public 
by  speeches,  which  would  keep  it  in  sus¬ 
pense.  In  St.  Petersburg  great  and  in¬ 
credible  examples  of  mystification  and  of 
prestidigitation  were  told  about  him. 

“One  day  he  went  to  a  barber  shop  to 
get  shaved,  sat  down  in  the  chair,  had 
the  towel  tied  around  his  neck,  and  laid 
his  head  back  ready  for  the  lather.  The 
barber  left  him  in  this  position  to  get 
hot  water,  and  when  he  returned,  guided 
by  force  of  habit,  he  applied  the  lather 
where  the  chin  should  be,  but  he  found 
feet,  arms,  hands,  and  body  in  a  coat, 
but  no  head  !  Such  lamentations  !  No 
more  head!  What  could  it  mean?  He 
opened  the  door  and,  frightened  to  death, 
ran  away.  Pinetti  then  went  to  the  win¬ 
dow  and  called  the  barber  back.  He  had 
put  his  head  in  his  coat  in  such  a  clever 
way,  covering  it  with  his  handkerchief, 
that  the  surprise  and  the  fright  of  the 
barber  were  quite  natural.  Of  course 
this  bather  did  not  fail  to  spread  over 


the  whole  town  that  he  had  shaved  a 
man  who  could  take  his  head  off  and  on 
to  his  wish. 

“Pinetti  met  in  a  summer  garden  a 
young  Russian  who  sold  small  cakes. 
He  bought  a  few  cakes,  bit  into  them 
and  complained  of  finding  a  hard  sub¬ 
stance.  The  youth  protested,  but  Pinetti 
opened  the  cake  before  him  and  found 
inside  a  gold  piece.  The  magician  pock¬ 
eted  the  gold  piece,  bought  another  cake, 
then  a  third  cake,  and  in  each  case  found 
a  new  gold  piece  inside.  He  tried  to 
buy  the  rest  of  the  cakes.  The  passers- 
by  had  in  the  meantime  come  round  the 
seller,  and  everybody  wanted  to  buy  as 
well.  The  market  seemed  to  be  all  right, 
a  ducat  for  a  copeck!  Twelve  francs  for 
a  cent!  The  young  man  refused  to  se.ll 
any  more,  hurried  away  and  when  alone 
opened  the  cakes  that  were  left.  He 
found  only  the  substances  of  which  the 
cakes  were  made — nothing  else.  He  had 
two  left,  so  he  hurried  back  to  offer  these 
to  Pinetti.  Pinetti  bought  them  from 
him,  opened  them  and  showed  in  each 
one  the  gold  piece,  which  the  young  man 
could  not  find  in  the  two  dozen  cakes 
which  he  had  spoilt.  The  poor  boy  bit 
his  lips  and  looked  at  Pinetti  with  won¬ 
dering,  frightened  eyes.  This  little  ad¬ 
venture  was  advertised  here,  there  and 
everywhere,  and  was  told  in  the  clubs 
and  in  the  society  gatherings,  and  very 
soon  the  name  of  Pinetti  gave  the  key  to 
the  enigma  and  Pinetti  was  in  demand 
by  everybody. 

“When  Pinetti  came  on  the  stage,  he 
had  the  knack  of  attracting  members  of 
the  nobility  around  his  table,  by  letting 
them  learn  some  small  secrets.  This 
would  render  them  confederates  in  work¬ 
ing  his  tricks.  He  would  appear  in  rich 
suits,  embroidered  in  gold,  which  he 
changed  three  and  four  times  in  the  even¬ 
ing.  He  would  not  hesitate  to  deck  him- 
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S.-1.  .n  a  quantity  of  foreign  decorations. 
In  Berlin,  it  was  told  how  Pinetti  would 
go  through  the  streets,  in  a  carriage 
dravvn  by  four  white  horses.  He  was 
clad  in  fine  embroidery  and  decorated 
v.-ith  medals  of  all  nations.  Several  times 
it  iiappened  that,  as  he  passed  by,  the 
soldiers  would  call  arms  and  salute,  tak¬ 
ing  him  for  a  prince.  One  day  the  King 
of  Prussia  rode  out  in  his  modest  car¬ 
riage  drawn  by  two  horses.  Ahead  of 
him  drove  the  supposed  prince.  When 
the  king  witnessed  the  mistake  made  by 
his  soldiers,  he  made  inquiries  as  to  the 
rank  of  this  man  to  whom  his  men  were 
paying  such  honor,  then  gave  Cavalier 
Pinetti  de  IMerci  24  hours  to  get  beyond 
Prussia’s  borders.” 
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Reproduction  of  a  hand-bill  distributed  on  the 
streets  of  London  in  September  1822.  The  orange 
tree  trick  is  on  the  bill  under  the  name  “En¬ 
chanted  Garden,”  (From  the  Harry  Houdini  col¬ 
lection.) 


Whatever  may  be  said  of  Pinetti’s 
charletanism,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
he  gave  to  the  art  of  conjuring  a  great 
impetus  which  was  felt  for  several  gen¬ 
erations.  It  is  not  remarkable,  therefore, 
that  when  the  French  magician,  Cor- 


nillot,  appeared  in  London  in  1822,  he 
announced  himself  as  the  pupil  and  suc¬ 
cessor  of  Pinetti.  This  was  when 
Robert-Houdin  was  seventeen  years  of 
age,  twenty-three  years  before  he  made 
h  s  professional,  debut,  and  on  Cornillot’s 
program  we  find  another  version  of  the 
now  famous  and  almost  familiar  tree- 
trick.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  accom¬ 
panying  reproduction  of  a  Cornillot 
handbill,  the  tree  now  appears  as  “An 
Enchanted  Garden,”  and  if  the  wording 
of  the  bill  is  to  be  believed,  Cornillot  had 
improved  the  trick  and  was  using  more 
than  one  tree  or  plant. 

Cornillot  remained  in  England  for 
some  time  and  is  classed  among  the  con¬ 
jurers  of  good  repute.  Another  bill  in 
my  collection  shows  that  he  played  at 
the  Theatre  of  Variety,  Catherine  street. 
Strand,  in  October,  1823.  He  was  then 
assisted  by  several  singers  and  dancers, 
including  the  famous  Misses  Hamilton 
and  Howe,  pupils  of  M.  Corri.  In  his 
company  was  also  an  Anglo-Chinese 
juggler,  who,  in  addition  to  feats  of 
juggling,  “swallows  an  egg,  a  sword, 
and  a  stone,  a  la  Ramo  Samee.” 

To  sum  up  the  evidence  against  Rob¬ 
ert-Houdin  in  ■  this  particular  trick : 
Four  magicians  of  high  repute  gave 
public  performances  before  Robert-Hou¬ 
din  knew  and  operated  the  orange  tree 
trick.  Three  eminent  writers  exposed 
it  clearly  and  accurately.  Robert-Hou¬ 
din,  as  an  indefatigable  student  of  the 
history  of  magic,  must  have  known  of 
the  trick  and  its  modus  operand!.  He 
may  have  purchased  it  from  Cornillot, 
or,  as  a  clever  mechanician,  he  had  only 
to  reproduce  the  trick  invented  by  his 
predecessors,  train  his  confederate  in  its 
operation,  and — by  his  cleverly  written 
autobiography — attempt  to'  establish  his 
claims  to  its  invention. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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BY  THEO  HARDEEN 


As  this  is 
my  fourth 
week  as 
headliner  at 
the  Oxford 
Music  Hall 
(one  of  the 
finest  West 
End  Music 
Halls),  I 
have  been 
in  a  better 
position  to 
gather  news. 

During  niy 
first  v/eek’s 
engagement  a  man  named  Beet  Wick¬ 
ham  appeared,  who  was  advertised  as 
being  able  to  stop  any  8  hp.  motor  car 
and  also  as  being  able  to  break  any  horse 
shoe.  Despite  the  fact  that  he  used  only 
his  own  horse  shoes,  he  failed  twice 
during  the  week  to  break  them. 

The  strongest  man  in  Europe  to-day 
is  the  Luxembourger,  John  Grun  Marx. 
He  breaks  any  horse  shoe  brought,  lifts 
25  men  on  a  platform  by  use  of  his 
hands,  and  breaks  chains  with  a  down¬ 
ward  blow  of  his  fist.  His  style  of  lift¬ 
ing  the  25  men  is  copied  from  the  great 
old  timer  Thomas  Topham,  who  used 
to  lift  a  platform  of  men,  and  performed 
strong  man  feats  in  1741  in  Spa-Fields. 
The  only  difference  was  that  Topham 
lifted  his  platform  with  shoulder  straps, 
while  Marx  uses  his  hands. 

sK 

Some  American  manager  ought  to 
bring  John  to  the  United  States  before 


he  grows  too  old  to  perform  his  various 
feats. 

❖  *  * 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Heine- 
mann,  who  one  time  was  the  manager  of 
the  Passage  Panopticon,  and  he  proved 
to  be  a  right  capable  manager.  He 
seemed  to  be  displeased  because  I  stated 
in  one  of  my  letters  that  he  copied  every¬ 
thing  that  came  a’ong.  He  says  he  is 
the  originator  of  Aga,  Dida  and  Buddas 
Blackboard.  Regarding  this  blackboard 
mystery,  he  says  he  is  going  to  appeal 
to  the  English  Courts  to  prevent  Carl 
Hertz  from  producing  this  act,  for 
“How  can  I  get  £35  weekly  for  it,  when 
Hertz  simply  puts  it  in  his  act  as  a 
single  trick.”  As  a  reply  to  the  rumor 
that  he  was  going  to  produce  s^'ine- 
thing  elegant  in  the  near  future,  he 
winked  his  off  eye  and  said:  “Too 
many  people  copy  things.”  If  I  am  not 
mistaken  he  has  recently  purchased  the 
illusion  “IT,”  which  was  produced  at 
the  Pavillion  some  time  ago  by  magi¬ 
cian  Pre.ston. 

*  *  * 

Nate  Leipzig’s  act  is  the  first  mystery 
act  that  has  worked  in  the  circus  ring, 
since  Houdini  appeared  there  three  years 
ago.  Leipzig  is  billed  as  having  appear¬ 
ed  before  the  King  of  England,  -^e  is 
making  good. 

*  ♦  * 

Federation  Day  at  the  Crystal  Palace, 
although  a  huge  success  artistically  was 
not  a  financial  success.  Noaks  the  illus- 
sive  who  has  the  Electrical  Theatre  at 
the  Crystal,  contributed  10  per  cent  of 
his  gross  receipts  to  the  V.  A.  F.  This 
entertainer  is  connected  with  the  City 
Magical  Co. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

It  seems  strange  that  Federation  Day 
should  be  a  financial  and  artistic  succe  s 
all  over  England,  but  not  in  London ! 
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Chung  Ling  Soo  is  running  his  own 
show.  From  all  accounts  last  week  in 
Eastbourne,  he  made  a  lot  of  money. 
Robinson  has  developed  to  be  quite  a 
showman,  and  can  advertise  himself  with 
the  best  of  them. 

*  ^ 

The  house  of  the  great  English  jail 
breaker.  Jack  Sheppard,  who  has  been 
immortalized  by  Harrison  Ainsworth,  is 
now  being  pulled  down  by  the  South¬ 
wark  Guardians,  so  they  can  build  a 
pauper  workhouse  on  the  site.  I  he  old 
house  of  this  dime  novel  hero^  was  used 
for  a  store  house  by  the  Guardians,  and 
was  at  least  two  hundred  years  old. 

Strange  to  say  the  workmen  found 
a  huge  vault  and  a  subterranean  passage 
under  the  house. 

zi:  ^  ^ 

Cul-pitt,  the  clever  magician,  has 
been  engaged  by  Mr.  Maskelyne  to  give 
private  performances  as  there  is  more 
money  in  it  for  him  than  playing  halls. 
We  shall,  therefore,  miss  Cul-pitt  from 
the  stage  a  few  weeks.  He  holds  two 
years  of  contracts,  opening  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  He  has  been  booked  by  Anger  & 
Bauer. 

^  ❖ 

Zelka,  who  lately  appeared  at  the 
Crystal  Palace,  is  rapidly  coming  to  the 
front  as  a  popular  performer.  At  the 
present  time  he  is  building  several  new 
illusions  for  Fasola. 

* 

Sylvesta,  who  is  now  on  the  books 
of  Harry  Day  (which  means  you  have 
to  be  good),  will  soon  find  steady  work, 
for  he  presents  a  creditable  perform¬ 
ance.  I  hear  he  was  a  school  teacher 
in  Liverpool  before  he  became  a  magic¬ 
ian,  so  his  grammar  will  not  be  derelict, 
as  is  the  case  with  many  of  our  enter¬ 
tainers. 


Carl  Germaine  has  taken  a  three 
weeks’  vacation  and  is  now  in  Germany 
looking  for  novelties.  He  will  find  lots 
of  them  on  Friedrichstrasse,  in  Berlin. 

*  * 

A  young  man  named  Phillip  Levard 
gave  a  trial  show  at  Bedford  Music 
Hall  and,  it  is  stated,  that  he  was  so 
bad  a  performer  that  the  management 
did  not  dare  engage  him.  When  last 
heard  from  he  was  advertising  for  acts, 
as  he  intended  to  take  a  company  on 
the  road.  He  ought  to  do  well — if  he 
makes  money ! 

*  *  Hs 

Anthony,  the  swanker,  who  lately  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  Canterbury  Music  Hall, 
they  say,  is  going  to  be  called  Anthony, 
the  flirter.  Anthony,  old  chap,  some  one 
wir  '  and  you  something  some  bright 
da'^. 

♦  *  * 

Living  statues  are  a  thing  of  the  past 
now  in  London,  as  the  London  County 
Council  passed  a  resolution  that  after 
July  27  no  more  naked  women  will  be 
allowed  to  appear.  This  is  something 
that  I  thought  would  happen  long  ago, 
as  the  women  would  appear  naked,  bar¬ 
ring  a  paint  of  enamel  which  w'ould  be 
put  on  them  before  appearing  on  the 
stage.  But  they  have  had  a  good  inning, 
so  they  cannot  complain.  The  Seldoms 
were  at  the  Pavilion  for  a  run  of  six 
months. 

Hi  *  * 

Hackensmidt,  the  wrestler,  is  not  hav¬ 
ing  such  an  easy  time  of  it.  While  he 
was  appearing  at  the  Theatre  Ro>al 
Dublin,  at  the  Umpire,  Dublin,  they  had 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Constant  I.e 
Marin  who  deposited  £300  ($1,500)  for 
Hackensmidt  to  come  and  get  it  if  he 
could  throw  him  at  the  Empire  or  Le 
Marin  would  go  over  to  the  Theatre 
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Royal  and  wrestle  Hack,  in  his  ov\n 
theatre.  But  Hack  had  the  sign,  “Only 
British  wrestlers  allowed.”  The  papers 
in  Ireland  went  after  Hack,  but  he  was 
not  having  any,  and  I  think  when  he 
threw  off  the  dust  of  Ireland,  he  was 
pleased.  This  week  he  is  appearing  at 
the  Palace  Blackburn. 

In  England  wrestling  is  a  thing  of 
the  past,  as  there  have  been  so  many 
fake  matches  that  the  British  public  are 
on  to  them.  I  hear  that  Hack  has  an 
engagement  at  the  Alhambra,  only  to 
give  exhibitions,  and  not  challenges. 

Hi 

Harry  Rickards,  the  Australian  man¬ 
ager,  has  again  popped  up  in  England. 
He  is  booking  all  acts  suitable  for  his 
houses.  All  artists  who  are  engaged 
can  be  sure  of  a  very  pleasant  engage¬ 
ment. 


Melville  has  sailed  for  New  York 
with  his  Indian  fakirs. 


Horace  Goldin 
has  patented  a 
valise  which  can 
be  opened  like  a 
table.  Ted  Marks, 
the  great  Trans- 
Atlantic  traveler  is 
going  to  boom  it 
in  America.  I  don’t  know  how  strong 


this  patent  is,  as  I  have  seen  musical 


teams  utilize  the  idea  years  ago.  The 
comedian  would  pick  up  a  table,  and  it 
would  snap  up  into  the  shape  of  a 
valise. 


^  ^ 

John  Clempert,  the  one  time  “'man 
who  could  not  be  hung,”  then  wrestler, 
then  handcuff  king,  is  now  running  a 
sketch  called  “Jedovke.”  It  has  some¬ 
thing  to  do  with  Russia  and  he  intro¬ 
duces  a  handcuff  escape  in  it.  He  was 
at  Hull  a  few  weeks  back. 

*  *  * 

Morimura,  the  Jap  illusionist,  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  Theatre  Royal  Chester. 
This  is  how  the  “Era”  described  his  act : 
“Morimura,  the  Japanese  illusionist, 
presents  the  usual  run  of  conjuring 
tricks.” 

*  H:  Hs 

Marco,  the  boy  magician,  was  at  the 
Alhambra  Brighton;  he  has  added  some 
very  nice  tricks  to  his  act  and  is  doing 
well. 

*  *  * 

The  Zancigs  have  returned  to  the  Al¬ 
hambra.  Result,  packed  houses. 


He  * 

Chas.  N.  Steen  is  out  with  a  challenge 
of  $500  (£100)  to  prove  that  he  is  the 
champion  second  sight  artist  of  the 
world.  Steen  makes  claims  of  being  the 
originator.  He  calls  all  others  pirates, 
imitators  and  other  agreeable  things 

*  H:  * 

Having  read  the  history  of  second 
sight  in  Houdini’s  article,  we  magicians 
of  England  would  like  to  know  what 
Steen  invented  and  where  he  did  it. 

*  *  * 

At  last  it  has  come !  Miss  Alice 
Norton,  a  German  alchemist  at  the  Lon¬ 
don  Hippodrome,  in  full  view  of  the 

audience,  is  submitting  certain  chem¬ 
icals  to  an  intense  heat,  and  manufac¬ 
turing  therefrom  real  rubies  and  sap¬ 
phires,  which  she  gives  away  to  the 
public,  I  might  add  that  a  rubie  is  about 
twice  as  valuable  as  a  diamond  and  I 
am  very  sorry  I  am  away  in  the  prov¬ 
inces  at  this  writing,  as  I  would  like 
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a  handful.  In  America  recently,  a  man 
was  discovered  making  gold  coins  by  a 
similar  process,  but  the  Government 
stopped  him. 

*  *  * 

Carl  Hertz  sailed  to  play  the  Hyman 
halls  in  South  Africa  for  12  weeks;  on 
his  return  to  England  he  promises  us 
an  entirely  new  production,  “The  Gar¬ 
den  of  Eden.”  I  have  not  heard  as 
yet,  whether  Adam  and  Eve  will  ap¬ 
pear  in  their  traditional  costumes. 

* 

A  new  law  has  recently  gone  into 
effect  in  this  country,  whereby  Chief 
Constables  are  ordered  to  notify  Music 
Hall  proprietors  that  no  one  shall  wear 
His  IMajesty’s  uniform  on  the  stage,  to 
make  fun  in  it,  or  of  it.  In  past  years 
it  has  always  been  a  sure  fire  hit  for 
a  comic  singer  to  make  up  as  a  soldier, 
and  sing  about  great  deeds  he  had  (not) 
performed. 

^  ^ 

In  a  recent  issue  of  the  “Encore,”  the 
following  sentence  was  quoted :  “Since 
the  days  of  Pinchbeck  (circa,  1695), 
from  whom  everybody,  including  Hou- 
din,  the  Prince  of  Pinchers,  has  bor¬ 
rowed,  but  no  one  has  ever  beaten.”  It 
appears  to  me  that  Robert  Houdin  is 
at  last  receiving  his  just  dues. 

^ 

The  Jam-Jigs,  a  lady  and  gentleman 
are  doing  a  burlesque  second  sight  act 
which  is  very  funny,  it  is  really  a  bur¬ 
lesque  on  the  Zancigs,  as  the  name  im¬ 
plies  and  is  one  loud  laugh. 

*  *  * 

The  London  “Daily  Telegraph”  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  cause  for 
the  long  prison  sentence  of  Leo  Selwyn, 
the  erstwhile  handcuff  king. 


At  Liverpool  Assizes  yesterday,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Channel),  .  Herbert  Smith  (21),  a  conjurer,  and 
LotUe  Roberts  (20),  actress,  pleaded  guilty-  to 
hay-ing  unlawfully  obtained  money  by  false  pre¬ 
tences  on  April  15,  and  other  dates. 

Mr.  Rigby  Swift,  who  prosecuted,  said  the  sys¬ 
tem  adopted  w-as  that  prisoners  advertised  to  take 
children  with  a  premium.  Having  got  a  child  they 
put  it  out  to  nurse,  paying  a  small  weekly  instal¬ 
ment,  and  then  no  more.  In  connection  with  five 
babies  they  adopted  in  April  this  year  they  ob¬ 
tained  £66.  In  regard  to  nine  other  babies  they 
adopted  in  February  and  March  they  re¬ 
ceived  £100,  making  £166  in  all.  Out  of  tha't  they 
only  paid  away  £2  or  £3  in  sums  of  4s  or  5s  per 
week  in  getting  rid  of  the  children  again.  The 
scheme  was  carried  out  with  a  great  deal  of  fore¬ 
sight,  and  showed  great  duplicity  on  the  part  of 
the  male  prisoner. 

Detective-Sergeant  Moore  said  the  male  pris¬ 
oner  yvas  a  native  of  London,  and  was  trained 
as  a  pawnbroker’s  assistant.  He  went  to  a  res¬ 
taurant  in  South  Wales,  which  he  managed  for 
twelve  months.  He  was  believed  to  have  met 
the  female  prisoner  at  Shrewsbury  eighteen  months 
ago,  and  they-  had  cohabited  since.  Eventually 
Smith  took  to  conjuring,  and  went  about  the 
country  appearing  on  the  music-hall  stage.  The 
female  prisoner  became  a  mother,  and  they  ad¬ 
vertised  for  a  home  for  the  child.  Undoubtedly 
the  number  of  replies  they  received  to  the  ad¬ 
vertisement  encouraged  them  to  embark  on  the 
traffic  in  children.  In  addition  to  the  children 
mentioned  in  the  charges  before  the  court  they 
had  fifteen  others,  with  which  they  received  prem¬ 
iums  vary-ing  from  £10  to  £15. 

The  male  prisoner  stated  that  they  had  only 
received  fifteen,  and  not  twenty-,  children.  He  said 
Roberts  yvas  quite  innocent,  only  doing  what  he 
told  her.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  Court 
would  deal  leniently  with  her. 

His  lordship  said  Smith  must  go  to  gaol  for 
fifteen  months  and  Roberts  for  eight  months,  with 
hard  labor. 

Joseph  Hayman, 

of  Hayman  £  Franklin. 


Herr  J.  Deiitsch,  who  once  was  a  well- 
known  Music  Hall  agent  in  Buda  Pest, 
Hungaria,  but  for  reasons  best  known 
to  'himself,  and  a  few  others,  quit  it,  has 
for  a  number  of  years  been  managing 
a  lot  of  Chinese  magicians.  Deutsch  is 
about  the  best  bombastic  advertiser  and 
press  man  we  have  in  Germany.  His 
troupe  he  sees  fit  to  call  “The  Great  High 
Priest  Tschin-Maa  And  His  Seven  Holy 
Grave  Watchers  And  Necromancers.” 
They  are  really  clever.  He  advertises 
extensively  that  “we  are  real  Chinamen, 
not  pretenders.”  He  is  going  after  W. 
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E.  Robinson,  your  American,  who  travels 
as  Chung  Ling  Soo. 

*  *  * 

Another  Chinese  troupe.  The  Tan 
Kwai  Troupe,  is  at  the  present  moment 
playing  at  the  Colosseum  Theatre,  Essen 
Ruhr. 

5):  *  ^ 

Chevalier  Thorn  is  featured  among  the 
big  acts  at  the  Dusseldorf  Apollo  Thea¬ 
tre.  He  has  a  very  clever  mystery  act. 

Clement  de  Lion,  the  billiard  ball  con¬ 
jurer,  intends  to  place  his  wife  in  his 
act,  possibly  enlarging  his  performance. 

^  Jic 

Prital-Fay  are  making  their  fifth  tour 
through  Russia.  They  are  presenting 
their  mind  reading  performance  in  the 
Russian  language,  and  as  very  few  mind 
readers  have  visited  that  country,  they 
are  certain  of  making  a  success.  They 
have  added  living  pictures  to  their  en¬ 
tertainment. 

*  *  * 

Lane  and  Fey  are  also  traveling 
through  Russia,  but  I  cannot  speak  well 
of  this  team.  The  lady  member  is  fat, 
fair  and  fifty,  and  her  speeches  to  the  au¬ 
diences  are  anarchistic  and  if  any  one 
happens  to  cross  her  path  or  rouse  her 
anger,  she  forgets  her  position  and  tells 
them  her  innermost  thoughts. 

*  , 

Alex  Weyer,  the  flag  king,  is  at  the 
Theatre- Variete  Linz.  This  man  makes 
a  specialty  of  working  with  flags.  He 
at  one  time  would  produce  thousands  of 
flowers  in  one  load,  toss  them  on  the 
stage  and  had  an  arrangement  made  so 
that  wherever  the  flowers  would  fall  they 
would  stick.  When  he  had  produced  the 
entire  load,  an  assistant  would  pull  a 
cord,  and  the  flowers  would  rise  in  air, 
and  form  a  summer  house,  all  lit  with 


electric  lights.  But  Alex  went  to  Paris, 
got  a  few  bad  habits,  and  became  lazy. 
He  has  cut  out  all  his  flower  work,  be¬ 
cause  it  would  take  all  morning  to  fold 
them,  and  now  resorts  to  flag  tricks,  as 
they  are  easier  to  fold  and  fix  for  the  next 
performance.  He  is  an  exceptionally 
clever  man  with  his  hands,  which  are 
like  great  big  hams.  At  one  time  Weyer 
traveled  through  America  as  a  strong 
man,  mixing  his  feats  of  strength  with 
his  magical  tricks,  and  the  audience 
would  imagine  that  his  strength  feats 
were  fakes,  so  he  eliminated  the  hard 
work,  and  resorted  to  magic  alone. 

*  5i< 

At  the  Bluemensaale,  in  Muenchen, 
we  have  Adolph  Ernest,  who  does  a 
neat  little  act.  He  makes  a  fair  attempt 
at  sleight  of  hand  tricks. 

*  *  * 

Some  of  us  would  like  to  hear  a  re¬ 
port  once  in  a  while  of  the  Berliner  Ama¬ 
teur  Magician’s  Verein?  Why  does  not 
the  secretary , write  a  few  lines  so  as  to 
keep  the  Verein  in  view.  Perhaps  this 
friendly  hint  may  cause  the  circulation 
of  a  regular  monthly  letter. 

*  *  * 

Well,  here  they  are.  Two  Germans 
have  adooted  the  name  of  Les  Robm, 
and  hail  from  that  city  of  factories 
Elberfeldt.  They  present  mind  reading 
and  liquid  air,  and  work  once  in  a  while. 

>!i  *  * 

Svengali  &  Trilby,  mysterious  musical 
.  act,  are  at  the  Apollo  Theatre  in  Paris. 
Their  secret  code  is  well  worked. 

*  * 

Ali  Sidra,  the  mysterious  Turk  from 
Berlin,  is  looking  for  work,  and  so  is 
Redmondy  Ernest,  who  does  a  very  in¬ 
teresting  electrical  ghost  show. 

5!^  *  * 

George  Hartman,  who  is  one  of  the 
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best  known  conjurers  playing  dates  in 
Germany,  goes  along  in  his  own  quiet 
way  and  seems  to  make  more  friends 
than  any  other  magician  in  the  business. 

He  has  bought  a  little  villa  in  Furth 
in  Bayern  and  has  made  all  preparations 
for  his  old  age. 

It  seems  to  be  the  aim  of  the  German 
conjurer  for' his  declining  days,  to  pos¬ 
sess  a  small  villa  in  some  village  or  suburb 
and  there  rest  his  weary  bones.  Houdin, 
Doebler,  Frikell,  Bosco,  Alexander  and 
others  had  small  villas.  It  is  better  to 
provide  for  your  old  age  than  to  lounge 
about  the  cafe  houses  all  day,  and  gossip 
with  your  colleagues  and  lose  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  time. 

Christopher  Affenbach  from  Ulm  sold 
his  barber  shop  and  invested  the 
proceeds  in  an  illusion  act.  Not  ob¬ 
taining  engagements  for  his  untried  act 
he  obtained  permission  from  the  author¬ 
ities  and  built  a  platform  on  an  open 
space  and  presented  his  great  Egyptian 
mystery  show.  His  Aga  is  very  sad, 
and  the  traps  in  his  table  can  be  seen 
by  all  the  onlookers.  I  told  him  to  raise 
his  platform,  but  he  told  me  to  mind  my 
own  business,  and  I  did.  Good  boy  Af¬ 
fenbach,  in  my  opinion  you  ought  to  omit 
the  last  four  letters  of  your  name.  ‘Twill 
suit  your  actions  better. 


IL  FOR^ 

Beginners 


SPIRIT  TABLE  LIFTING. 

A  Clever  Little  Trick  Which  Can  Be  Done 
With  Great  Success. 
Preparation Cut  a  slot  in  a  ring 
which  you  can  place  on  one  of  your 


fingers  as  is  depicted  in  the  accompany¬ 
ing  illustration.  Then  drive  a  common 
pin  into  a  small,  light  weight  table,  (as 
per  illustration),  which  you  intend  to 


lift.  By  slipping  the  slot  of  the  ring  be¬ 
hind  the  head  of  the  pin  you  are  able 
to  get  quite  a  firm  hold  on  the  table  and 
so  can  lift  it  from  the  floor. 

Execution : — Place  your  hand  on  the 
table  and  casually  slip  the  slot  of  the 
ring  behind  the  head  of  the  pin  and 
slowly  and  carefully  raise  the  table, 
which  will  make  it  appear  to  the  au¬ 
dience  as  if  you  lifted  it  with  your  finger 
tips. 

To  add  effect  to  this,  you  can  now 
spread  a  silk  handkerchief  over  the  top 
of  the  table  to  show  there  is  no  prepara¬ 
tion,  for  it '  will  not  prevent  you  from 
slipping  the  slot  of  the  ring  over  the 
head  of  the  pin.  You  can  now  lift  the 
table  and  move  it  about  to  the  accom¬ 
paniment  of  music,  and  with  the  last 
movement  remove  the  pin  and  hand  the 
table  around  for  examination. 
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READING 

Reviewing  Boors  and  Th  ings^ 


FRon THE  Press 

WISE  , 


AND 


Dr.  Joseph  Lapponi,  the  late  chief 
physician  to  Pope  Leo  XIII,  and  con¬ 
sulting  physician  to  the  present  Pontiff, 
Pius  X,  was  a  great  believer  in  spirit¬ 
ualism.  He  wrote  a  book  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  which  he  named  “Hypnotism  and 
Spiritism,”  which  has  been  published  by 
Longmans,  Green  &  Co.  Dr.  Lapponi 
died  December  7,  1906,  and  was  buried 
at  the  personal  expense  of  His  Holiness 
Pius  X.  The  book  is  very  deep  and 
deals  only  with  genuine  cases  as  the 
worthy  and  learned  physician  found 
them. 

^  ^ 

Dr.  S.  R.  Ellison  has  called  our  at¬ 
tention  to  a  new  story  from  the  pen 
of  Anna  Katherine  Green,  who  has 
gained  such  wide  reputation  as  a  writer 
of  detective  stories,  “The  Mayor’s 
Wife,”  published  by  the  Bobbs-AIerrill 
Co.  of  Indianapolis,  1907.  The  story  is 
woven  about  a  cipher  and  written  in 
the  usual  interesting  style  of  the  author. 

^  :is 

There  is  a  good  story  in  the  July 
issue  of  the  People’s  Magazine,  al¬ 
though  the  idea  was  used  in  a  story  in 
the  Black  Cat.  The  Society  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Magicians  receives  a  splendid  notice 
from  the  writer  of  the  story,  Mr.  Camp¬ 
bell  MacCulloch.  In  fact  he  even  goes 


OTHERWISE 


SO  far  as  to  say  that  the  meeting  place 
is  on  Sixth  avenue,  near  Thirtieth  street. 
The  S.  A.  M.  ought  to  give  him  a  vote 
of  thanks  for  the  clever  manner  in 
which  he  uses  the  name. 

♦  ♦  ♦ 

A  shilling  booklet  sent  to  us  by  Fred 
Sinclair  entitled,  “Can  you  Zancig,”  ar¬ 
rived  some  time  ago.  It  is  written  by 
Fant  Abbot.  He  claims  the  Morning 
Leader  speaks  of  him  as  “A  wizard  of 
remarkable  powers,”  but  he  fails  to  say 
what  the  Zancigs  say  about  him.  After 
reading  his  code  we  can  say  without  any 
hesitation  that  it  is  the  worst 
we  have  ever  seen  or  heard.  To  trans¬ 
mit  the  numbers  2456,  you  have  to  say 
“Go  and  look  quick,  please,  and  tell  this 
number.”  Another  bright  question  is, 
“Can  you  tell  what  is  wrong  with  the 
lady’s  husband?”  Answer;  “Yes,  he  is 
ill.”  (So  will  be  the  reader  of  the  book¬ 
let  if  he  reads  all  of  it.) 

Imagine  a  line  addressed  to  your  as¬ 
sistant  as  “I  go,  favor  me,  go  next  and  I 
tell  him  now,  how  many  minutes.”  And 
to  add  to  it  all,  before  you  are  allowed 
to  cut  open  the  booklet  from  its  envel¬ 
ope-like  enclosure  you  will  find  the  fol¬ 
lowing  warning:  “As  the  contents  of 
this  pamphlet  are  of  such  a  valuable 
and  secret  nature,  it  must  not  be  opened 
until  one  shilling  (25  cents)  is  paid  for 
it.  It  seems  just  like  the  seventh  book 
of  Moses  that  one  sees  advertised  so 
much  and  which  is  positively  worthless. 
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H  O  C  V  S 

P  O  C  V  s 

I  V  N  I  O  R- 

The  An^tomie  of 

LEGERDEMAIN* 


O  R, 


'.The  Art  oflugW  fa  forth  in  his  proper  colours,  fally, 
pl^y,  fo  Aatan  imorantpetfon  maythereb* 

learn  4e  fiill  perfefbon  ®f die  &e,aftcr  a  little  praftife.  ^ 

Vnw  eadi  Tricke  is  added  the  fijw,  where  it  is  needful] 
forinaruSign. 

Thefecend  Edititn,  with  mMjuMtifnt, 

Prribt  oiMi  quim  Uha  ftene. 


pleasure ;  and  when  you  would  have 
them  go  up  to  the  top,  take  your  hand 
awa} .  and  they  will  walk  up. 


I  hope  this  is  sufheient  for  your 
understanding;  if  not,  you  may  have  the 
glass  and  figures  of  me. 


C  o>ntinued. 

HOW  TO  MAKE  THREE  LIT¬ 
TLE  CHILDREN  DANCE  IN 
GLASS  UPON  A  TABLE. 

Take  little  figures  of  glass,  that  are 
made  hollow,  of  an  inch  and  a  half 
high,  representing  little  boys,  which 
may  be  had  at  the  glassblowers ;  these 
little  images  have  a  small  hole  in  one  of 
their  legs,  and  are  lighter  than  water; 
immerge  them  into  the  water  contained 
in  the  glass,  A.  B.  this  glass  is  about 
a  foot  or  15  inches  high,  and  covered 
with  a  bladder  which  is  tied  fast  over 
the  top;  a  small  quantity  of  air  is  to  be 
left  between  the  bladder  and  surface  of 
the  water;  so  when  you  command  them 
to  walk  down,  press  your  hand  hard 
upon  the  top,  and  they  will  immediately 
come  clowti.  and  so  you  may  make  them 
dance  in  the  middle  of  the  glass,  at  yom 


BONUS  GENIUS:  OR,  HICCIUS 
DOCTIUS. 

You  must  have  the  figure  of  a  man 
made  of  wood,  about  the  bigness  of  your 
little  finger,  the  head  whereof,  must  be 
made  to  take  off  and  put  on  at  pleasure, 
by  means  of  a  wire  that  is  in  the  neck; 
also  you  must  have  a  cloth  cap  with  a 
little  bag  within  to  convey  the  head  in¬ 
to,  the  bag  must  be  neatly  made  that 
it  may  not  easily  be  perceived :  shew 
your  man  to  the  company,  “Gentlemen, 
this  I  call  my  Bonus  Genius then  shew 
the  cap,  saying,  “This  is  his  coat ;”  say 
moreover,  “Look  now  as  stedfast  as  you 
can,  nevertheless  I  will  cozen  you,  for 
therefor  am  I  come ;”  then  hold  your 
cap  above  your  face,  and  take  your  man 
in  your  right  hand,  and  put  his  head 
through  the  hole  of  the  cap,  saying, 
“Now  he  is  ready  to  go  on  any  message 
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I  have  to  send  him  to  Spain  or  to  Italy, 
or  whither  I  will,  but  he  must  have  some¬ 
what  to  bear  his  charges,”  with  that  pull 
out  your  right  hand  from  under  the  cap, 
and  therewith  the  body,  put  privately 
putting  your  right  hand  into  your  pocket, 
as  if  you  felt  for  money,  where  you  may 
hide  the  body,  and  take  out  your  hand 
and  say,  “There  is  three  crowns  for  you, 
now  be  gone,”  then  turn  the  head  and 
say,  “But  he  will  look  about  him  before 


he  goes then  say,  setting  your  fore¬ 
finger  upon  his  crown,  “Just  as  I  thrust 
my  finger  down  so  he  shall  vanish;”  and 
therewith  by  the  assistance  of  your  left 
hand  that  is  under  the-  cap,  convey  his 
head  into  the  little  bag  within  the  cap. 


A 


then  turn  your  cap  about,  and  say,  “See 
here  he  is  gone;”  then  take  up  your  cap 


and  hold  it  up  again,  throwing  the  head 
out  of  the  little  bag  and  say,  “Hie  mecus 
Genius,”  and  in  the  mean  time  thrust 
the  head  through  the  hole  of  the  cap, 
and  holding  the  head  by  the  wire,  turn 
it  about  presently,  and  put  the  head  in¬ 
to  your  pocket. 

Note,  Any  person  that  is  desirous  to 
learn  any  part  of  this  art,  they  may  be 
taught  by  me.  H.  Dean. 

Of  conveyance  of  Money. 

The  conveyance  of  money  is  not  much 
inferior  to  the  balls,  but  much  easier  to 
do ;  the  principal  place  to  hold  a  piece 
of  money  is  the  palm  of  your  hand,  the 
best  piece  to  keep  is  a  tester,  but  with 
exercise  all  will  be  alike :  except  the 
money  be  very  small,  and  then  it  is  to  be 
between  the  fingers  almost  at  the  fing¬ 
er  ends,  whereas  the  ball  is  to  be  kept 
below  near  to  the  palm,  the  money  must 
not  be  of  too  large  a  circumference. 

To  convey  money  out  of  one  of  your 
hands  into  the  other  by  Legerdemain. 

First,  you  must  hold  open  your  right 
hand,  and  lay  therein  a  tester  or  some 
big  piece  of  money,  then  lay  thereupon 
the  top  of  your  long  left  finger,  and  use 
words,  and  upon  a  sudden  slip  your  right 
hand  from  your  finger,  wherewith  you 
hold  .down  the  tester  still  therein,  and 
suddenly,  I  say,  drawing  your  right 
hand  through  your  left,  you  will  seem 
to  have  the  left  the  tester  there,  especi¬ 
ally  when  you  shut  in  due  time  your  left 
hand,  which  that  it  may  more  plainly  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  truly  done,  you  may  take  a 
knife  and  seem  to  knock  against  it,  so  as 
it  may  make  a  great  sound:  this  is  pretty 
if  it  is  cunningly  done,  for  both  the  ear 
and  the  eye  are  deceived  by  this  device. 

{To  be  continued.) 
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Our  Mail  Bag 

In  this  department  it  is  the  privilege  of  onr 
readers  to  bring  to  public  notice  any  topic  worthy 
of  discussion  or  deserving  of  censure  or  exposure.  Our 
columns  are  thus  thrown  open  in  the  hopes  that  con¬ 
ditions  may  be  bettered  or  evils  abated  by  such  pub¬ 
licity.  As  no  restrictions  are  imposed  upon  corre- 
•pondents,  the  editor  does  not  hold  himself  re¬ 
sponsible  for  opinions  expressed  in  this  department. 


Air.  Harry  Hoiidini, 

You  may  remember  me  from  Oldham, 
England,  where  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  you  at  the  Empire  Theatre. 

Have  received  the  Conjurers’  Alaga- 
zine,  and  think  it  is  a  most  reliable  paper 
for  the  craft.  I  note  that  on  page  86 
of  No.  3,  mention  is  made  of  E.  J. 
Dexter  as  being  manager  of  a  Alusic 
Hall  in  Oldham.  He  has  left  this 
place  and  is  now  manager  of  the  Palace, 
Dundee,  Scotland.  I  mail  you  a  book¬ 
let  being  sold  by  Eant  Abbot,  the  man 
who  went  to  the  various  newspapers 
in  Alanchester  and  professed  to  expose 
the  Zancigs. 

When  Leroy  Thalma  and  Bosco 
played  at  the  Empire  Theatre,  the  man¬ 
ager  of  the  theatre  introduced  me  to  the 
trio,  and  I  spent  three  nights  in  their 
company,  which  I  shall  always  remem¬ 
ber  as  being  very  happy  ones.  During 
a  visit  at  the  Ashton  Empire  I  saw  a 
very  interesting  troupe  of  conjurers, 
“The  Simbra  Troupe.”  Their  illusions 
were  well  introduced  and  handsomely 
staged.  Did  you  know  that  Bert 
Powell  is  now  seeking  engagements 
Tinder  the  name  of  Moriumura,  the  Jap¬ 
anese  illusionist?  I  note  that  Dermotti 
lias  written  an  article  on  cuffs.  I  once 
witnessed  an  incident  in  which  Der¬ 
motti  made  a  fiasco,  and  will  write  it 
in  my  next  letter. 

It  was  too  funny  for  words,  and  on 
his  cards  he  has  the  audacity  to  say 


“The  man  who  mystified  the  Czar.” 

Yours  in  magic, 

Fred  Sinclair. 

Editor  Conjurers’  Magazine: 

Sir: — I  note  that  you  mention 
Tommy  Howell  in  your  columns,  and 
I  know'  him  well.  His  son,  by  the  way, 
is  with  De  Biere  as  assistant,  and  I 
hear  he  is  very  smart.  Air.  Howell  has 
just  completed  a  new  creation  that  will 
be  a  hummer.  He  has  had  offers  for 
it  from  Chung  Ling  Soo,  Hertz,  Fasola 
and  several_others.  He  has  lately  made 
several  extra  fine  cases  for  the  locked 
and  corded  inside  of  canvas  case  or  In¬ 
dian  box  trick  as  it  is  known  in  Am¬ 
erica.  Saw  Hardeen  do  the  pack¬ 
ing  case  stunt  at  the  Islington  last 
week,  and  noted  in  the  audience  all  the 
handcuff  kings  in  London.  We  ought 
to  start  a  handcuff  king  club,  as  there 
are  so  many.  Perhaps  there  would  not 
be  so  much  jealousy.  Regards,  sin¬ 
cerely  yours,  “Monti.” 

AUSTRALIAN  ATOMS. 

By  Carl  Howarde. 

A  practical  effort  for  the  promotion 
of  harmony  and  concord  among  magic¬ 
ians  and  the  elevation  of  the  wizard’s 
art  was  inaugurated  by  the  formation 
of  the  “Australian  Society  of  Alagic- 
ians”  on  January  lo,  1907.  At  the  first 
meeting,  held  at  the  Whitefields  insti¬ 
tute,  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
President,  Ernest  Hoskings;  treasurer, 


392 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


C.  H.  Irving;  secretary,  C.  Orton  Wil¬ 
liams.  Since  its  inception  the  society 
has  had  several  meetings,  business  and 
social,  and  is  steadily  increasing  in  mem¬ 
bership.  The  one  predominating  note 
of  the  society’s  gatherings  has  been  the 
extension  and  reciprocation  of  every¬ 
thing  conducive  to  the  individual  magic¬ 
ian’s  professional  and  social  advance¬ 
ment.  At  the  last  meeting,  after  the 
preliminary  business  discussions,  the 
president,  Mr.  A.  Hoskings,  read  an  in¬ 
teresting  and  entertaining  paper  on  his 
experiences  and  adventures  in  occult  re¬ 
search,  interspersed  with  explanatory 
notes  of  the  methods  adopted  by  me¬ 
diums  in  their  tests.  In  his  peroration 
he  urged  the  members  to  particularly 
study  the  medium  branch  of  magic,  for 
he  considered  that  the  medium  moulded 
the  plastic  audience  like  potter’s  clay, 
trading  upon  their  credulity  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  well  nigh  hypnotizing  them  into 
believing  anything  and  so  perfecting  the 
illusion.  Mr.  G.  Ritchie  then  presented 
a  few  new  coin  moves ;  Mr.  C.  H.  Irv¬ 
ing,  a  new  card  trick ;  Vando,  ball  and 
card  manipulation ;  Messrs.  A.  Williams 
and  Tattersall  presiding  at  the  piano. 
The  most  interesting  item  of  the  evening 
was  the  exhibition  of  old  magical  pro¬ 
grams  by  Mr.  H.  Benson  Lees.  He  has 
a  most  wonderful  and  interesting  collec¬ 
tion. 

The  chief  magical  event  this  month 
was  the  first  appearance  of  Carlton, 
the  comedy  card  king,  who  opened 
at  the  opera  house,  Melbourne.  He  was 
an  immediate  success  on  his  makeup,  be¬ 
fore  he  had  produced  a  card  or  fired  off 
a  gag.  He  is  so  astonishingly  thin,  that 
it  would  take  two  of  him  to  make  a 
shadow.  He  captured  the  audience  and 
was  greeted  with  a  hearty  laugh  in  rec 


ord  time.  He  is  called  the  human 
clothes-pin. 

A  word  must  be  here  spoken  of  the 
public  performances  of  the'  psuedo-ma- 
gician  Larenzy,  lately  appearing  at  the 
Queen’s  Hall.  This  performer  works  hi.s- 
tricks  in  such  a  puerile  and  barefaced 
manner  that  the  humblest  devotee  of  the 
wizard’s  art  cannot  but  feel  ashamed  th;-B 
the  magic  art  should  be  denuded  of  ah' 
its  mystery  and  exposed  by  the  clumsy 
exhibition  of  one  whose  chief  aim  ap¬ 
parently  is  to  cause  its  degradation.  In 
his  second  sight  illusion  the  direct  cue 
was  given  so  repeatedly,  that  one  feels 
to  be  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Lar- 
enzy’s  manager  in  dismissing  him  after 
the  first  performance. 

*  *  * 

Something  new  for  Australia  was 
found  in  the  appearance  of  The  Sven- 
galis  who  opened  at  the  Opera  House,. 
Melbourne.  As  this  is  the  performance 
that  made  such  a  hit  at  Hammerstein’s 
Roof  Garden  in  New  York  several  years 
ago,  also  at  the  London  Hippodrome,  all 
that  I  need  record  is,  that  they  did  the 
same  at  the  first  appearance  in  Australia. 

TO  PRODUCE  A  LIGHTED  CANDLE 
FROM  YOUR  POCKET. 

Take  an  ordinary  candle  and  remove 
about  an  inch  of  the  wick  from  the  end 
which  is  to  be  lighted,  and  carefully  in¬ 
sert  a  wax  match  in  the  space  formerly 
occupied  by  the  wick. 

Next  sew  a  strip  of  emery  cloth  or 
sandpaper  in  the  pocket  from  which  you 
wish  to  produce  the  lighted  candle.  Then 
place  the  prepared  candle  in  the  prepared 
pocket,  resting  the  head  of  the  match 
against  the  emery  cloth  or  sandpaper. 

When  you  wish  to  produce  the  lighted 
candle  all  you  have  to  do  is  to  reach  into 
the  pocket  and  while  taking  out  the  can- 
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die  rub  the  match  head  against  the 

■emery  cloth  or  sandpaper,  thereby 
igniting  the  match  and  so  producing  a 
lighted  candle. 

You  can  produce  candles  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  pockets  if  you  prepare  them  as 
you  did  the  one  described  above. 

Comedians  modify  this  trick  by  plac^ 
ing  the  emery  cloth  or  sandpaper  with 
matches  in  a  number  of  pockets,  and  .at¬ 
tempt  to  light  a  cigar  that  stubbornly 
refuses  to  allow  itself  to  be  lighted  even 
though  matches  are  applied  to  it  which 
are  produced  lighted  from  an  innumer¬ 
able  number  of  pockets. 


Eugene  Powell,  the  well-known  mystic,  has 
been  doing  exceptionally  well  out  West.  He 
is  scon  due  in  the  East. 


♦  5^  * 

Hilliar,  the  Englishman,  who  is  also  a  con¬ 
jurer,  is  traveling  with  the  street  fairs.  He 
has  added  a  few  clever  stunts  to  his  enter¬ 
tainment. 

3(5  5k  3k 

T.  Nelson  Downs  has  been  doing  so  well 
with  his  theatre  in  Marshalltown,  la.,  that  he 
has  leased  the  largest  place  in  town  for  the 
forthcoming  season.  He  will  have  a  swell 
penny  arcade  in  the  front,  and  will  have  the 
theatre  occupy  the  rest  of  the  building.  He 
is  becoming  a  large  landowner  in  his  town, 
and  things  look  brighter  for  him  than  ever 
before.  Although  he  is  working  harder  than 
ever,  he  is  getting  corpulent,  weighing  i8o 
pounds ;  when  he  first  went  to  Europe  he 
weighed  130  pounds.  His  stage  presence  must 
be  better  than  before.  Some  day,  when  the 
public  least  expects  it,  Downs  will  appear 
with  a  large  illusion  act. 

«  *  * 

Secretary  Oscar  Teale  and  Houdini  have 
buried  the  hatchet.  They  are  now  busy  ex¬ 
plaining  how  the  mistake  happened. 


Shekla,  the  Hindoo  magician,  appeared  at 
the  Hammerstein  Roof  Garden.  He  brought 
along  a  novelty,  cooking  an  omelette  on  his 
wife’s  head.  While  he  does  nothing  startling, 
he  does  his  act  with  a  peculiar  cleverness. 
The  old  Hindoo  basket  trick  is  gone  through, 
and  some  people  were  fooled. 

*  * 

It  may  not  be  known,  but  Mr.  Widiam 
Hammerstein  is  a  great  admirer  of  mystery, 
and  if  you  have  a  mystery  or  illusion  that 
you  would  like  to  have  featured  for  a  New 
York  audience,  let  him  know  what  it  is,  and 
if  reasonable  terms  are  asked  you  are  liable 
to  obtain  a  contract. 

*  *  * 

Morris  Mansfield  may  some  day  write  a 
book  on  the  style  of  P.  T.  Barnum’s  history. 
He  was  arrested  on  the  charge  of  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretence,  from  C.  W. 
Solomon,  who  is  a  cigar  manufacturer  living 
at  20  West  107th  street.  New  York.  Mans¬ 
field  had  an  automatic  checker  player,  in 
which  he  had  his  son  concealed,  and,  it  is 
alleged,  that  he  represented  to  Solomon  that 
if  he  would  pay  him  $600  for  electrical  wiring 
he  would  receive  half  interest  in  the  auto¬ 
maton.  He  parted  with  his  money  and  one 
bright  day  in  July  (20th),  to  his  consterna¬ 
tion,  he  beheld  the  young  son  of  Mansfield 
crawl  out  of  the  automaton  checker  player 
and  stretch  his  cramped  limbs.  Mansfield 
refused  to  give  back  the  $600,  and  Solomon 
had  him  arrested.  The  boy  is  only  ten  years 
of  age,  and  has  defeated  some  of  the  cleverest 
checker  players  in  New  York. 

*  *  * 

P.  Richards,  the  clever  Clipper  cartoonist 
and  father  of  Patsy  Boliver,  the  trainer  of 
the  almost  human  cat  and  dog,  was  in  Paris, 
France,  looking  over  the  ground,  and  reports 
that  the  French  language  is  so  simple  that 
the  very  children  on  the  streets  speak  it 
fluently. 

*  *  *  , 

Orestes  A.  B.  Senter,  the  well-known  ma¬ 
gical  and  mysterious  entertainer  of  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  is  one  of  the  good  old  timers  who 
remembers  some  of  our  past  conjurers.  We 
spent  a  very  interesting  day  in  his  society. 
When  in  Columbus  be  sure  and  look  up  this 
savant  of  mystery. 


394 


THE  CONJURERS’  MONTHLY  MAGAZINE. 


They  say  in  the  New  York  papers  that  a 
country  boy,“  Stub”  Griffen,  with  the  aid  of 
a  pocket  knife  whittled  a  key  out  of  wood, 
and  opened  all  the  locks  of  a  $200,000 
Dutchess  County  jail  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y. 
The  jail  may  have  cost  that  much  money, 
but  if  the  boy  actually  whittled  a  key  from  a 
piece  of  wood  and  made  it  fit  the  lock,  we 
think  the  locks  were  not  locks,  but  simply 
spring  catches,  or  else  the  boy  was  handed 
a  key  by  some  one  “in  the  know.”  Some 
time  ago  in  Toledo  a  boy  was  heralded  as  a 
jail  breaker,  he  having  picked  the  lock  w’th 
his  suspender  buckle.  It  was  accepted  as 
general  news,  but  on  investigating  this  es¬ 
cape,  it  was  learned  that  the  jailer  left  the 
key  of  the  cell  in  the  cell  lock,  and  all  the 
boy  had  to  do  was  to  reach  out  his  hand  and 
unlock  the  door.  He  was  captured  and  taken 
to  the  county  jail,  and  on  being  searched  the 
jailer  found  the  original  key  in  the  boy’s 
pocket.  You  will  find  that  all  these  mar¬ 
velous  escapes  from  jail  by  boys  result  solely 
from  the  carelessness  or  absent-mindedness 

of  some  one  in  charge. 

*  * 

Dr.  W.  Golden  Mortimer  has  given  us 
some  very  interesting  unpublished  informa¬ 
tion  about  Robert  Heller,  which  will  appear 
in  one  of  our  forthcoming  issues. 

*  *  * 

Mr.  E.  M.  Vernelo,  the  well  known  magic¬ 
ian,  died  Saturday  August  3,  1907,  at  the 
Francis  Williard  Hospital,  Chicago,  Ill,  His 
body  was  sent  home  to  Baraboo,  Wis.,  for 
burial . 

*  *  * 

Dr.  S.  JR.  Ellison  has  some  of  the  best  models 
of  illusions  ever  made  or  collected  by  anyone. 
He  certainly  could  give  a  very  creditable  per¬ 
formance  on  the  stage  if  he  ever  became  tired 
of  being  a  medico,  as  his  knowledge  of 
illusions  in  general  is  as  good  as  any  illusion¬ 
ist  in  the  profession. 

*  *  * 

T.  F.  Fritz  was  in  Philadelphia  during  the 
gathering  of  the  Elks. 

Hs  *  * 

Elmer  P.  Ransom  is  reported  to  be 
doing  a  great  deal  of  uncalled-for  knocking. 
He  had  better  let  the  conjurers  alone,  who 
are  not  working  as  steadily  as  he  is,  and 
mind  his  own  business.  Ransom  ,  you  bet¬ 


ter  stop  and  think  over  some  of  the  things 
you  have  said. 

*  * 

James  S.  Harto  is  out  with  a  circus  again. 

* 

Anna  Adelia  Dis  Bar,  a  spiritualist,  has 
bobbed  up  serenely  in  Detroit,  posing  as 
Mother  Elinor  L.  Mason,  and  is  alleged  to 
have  tried  to  swindle  Col.  Loufs  Newman 
out  of  $50,000.  Her  plan  being  to  palm  off 
bogus  cobalt  stock.  Col.  Newman  was  not 
the  only  proposed  victim,  for  a  number  of 
letters  came  to  Detroit  for  her,  addressed  to 
Miss  Morgan,  indicating  that  she  was  trying 
to  work  an  extensive  game. 

Jjc  ^ 

It  was  reported  about  Copenhagen  that 
Clement  de  Lion  died  at  the  Oresunds  hos¬ 
pital,  but  to  the  consternation  of  all  the  good 
folks,  last  week  Clemont  walked  into  the 
Cafe  National  as  big  as  life.  Like  Mark 
Twain,  he  can  say  the  report  of  his  death  is 
greatly  exaggerated. 

T.  Roy  Barnes,  the  sleight-of-hand  per¬ 
former,  was  married  at  Kankakee,  Ill.,  to  Miss 
Bessie  Crawford,  who  starred  last  year  in 
“The  Tenderfoot.”  If  things  go  as  planned 
she  will  come  East  to  star  in  an  act  in  which 
both  will  appear. 

*  * 

We  hear  that  Lazern  has  been  engaged  by 
Manager  Rice,  of  the  Theatre  Majestic  in  Del 
Mar,  to  expose  a  lot  of  magic  tricks  on  the 
“bally-hoo”  stand.  Lazern,  don’t  you  do  it  1 
Don’t  belittle  your  profession. 

>K  *  * 

A  prisoner  has  actually  escaped  from  the 
New  York  Tombs.  He  was  assisted  by  some 
friend,  who  simply  threw  a  rope  over  the 
wall,  upon  which  the  prisoner,  Frank  Sny¬ 
der,  25  years  of  age,  of  622  East  i6th  street, 
New  York,  drew  himself  up  to  the  wall,  then 
slid  down  and  jumped  on  a  truck,  covered 
with  burlap  bags,  and  vanished. 

*  *  * 

From  Lafayette,  W.  Va.,  comes  the  report 
that  Albert  Shay,  who  had  been  convicted 
for  burglary,  was  detected  making  a  key  to 
his  cell  from  a  slat  in  his  bed.  If  these  fel¬ 
lows  keep  on  breaking  jail,  they  will  have  to- 
be  riveted  in  a  boiler. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Kellar  are  back  in 
America.  For  the  coming'  season  Kellar  has 
brought  from  Europe  a  new  cabinet  transform¬ 
ation  illusion.  His  trip  has  done  him  a  lot  of 
good,  as  he  looks  as  bright  and  sound  as  a 
dollar. 

*  «  * 

Madame  Konorah,  assisted  by  the  genial  Max 
Berol  will  soon  appear  on  the  Klaw  and  Erlan- 

ger  tour,  with  their  silent  mathematical  act. 

♦  *  ♦ 

Felix  Berol,  brother  of  Max,  has  gone  to 

Berlin  to  join  his  brother  William. 

♦  ♦  * 


favor  at  the  Majestic  Theatre. 

*  *  * 

The  Great  Eldredge  who  is  now  playing 
Indiana  has  been  booked  by  the  Western 

Vaudeville  Association. 

*  *  :(: 

Jas.  M.  Hathaway  has  gone  out  with  the 
Great  Cosmopolitian  Shows. 

♦  ♦ 

Fred.  Gay  was  in  town  recently. 

*  ♦  * 

Miss  Julia,  the  psychic  wonder,  is  with 
the  Buffalo  Bill  Show. 


It  is  stated  that  W.  E.  Robinson  (Ckung  Ling 
Soo)  will  appear  at  the  New  York  Hippodrome 
this  coming  season  instead  of  appearing  on  the 

Klaw  &  Erlanger  circuit. 

*  *  * 

Herbert  Albini  is  billed  at  the  Trocadero  in 
Fort  George,  New  York  City. 


From  The 

INDY  CITY 

,Bt  W'LH  ICK3. 


McEwen,  the  clever  hypnotist  created 
quite  a  sensation  at  Benton  Harbor. 


Mr.  Harry  Thompson  has  just  returned 
from  a  flying  trip  to  the  “Twin  Cities.” 


* 

Sears  the  Great  and  company  startled 

the  natives  in  Detroit. 

*  *  * 

A.  Roterberg  has  returned  from  his  vaca¬ 
tion,  and  looks  fat. 

*  *  * 

B.  G.  Straub  of  Oakmont,  Pa.,  is  intro¬ 
ducing  a  very  clever  device  for  the  pro¬ 
ducing  handkerchief  trick.  I  have  seen 
it  and  can  recommend  it  to  magicians. 

*  *  * 

Allen  Shaw  is  in  the  Northwest.  He 
contemplates  a  trip  to  the  old  country. 

*  *  * 

The  Great  Cesser  &  Co.  are  in  Chicago 
taking  a  vacation.  This  aggregation  of 
mysterious  folks  hold  return  dates  for  the 
next  two  seasons. 

*  *  * 

Yuma,  a  remarkable  contortionist,  won 


3(C  Sjc  jjc 

Dida  has  closed  at  the  Riverview,  and 
Cremation  has  made  its  appearance. 

The  latter  illusion  is  owned  by  Cass  A. 
Andress,  son  of  the  Famous  Barnum  & 
Bailey  Andress. 

s|c  * 

McWater  &  Tyson  were  at  the  Chicago 
Opera  House  the  week  of  July  15th,  but 
not  with  their  new  act. 

♦  *  * 

oMiss  Edith  Sirronje  (the  name  spells  E. 
J.  Norris  backwards,  which  is  the  name 
of  her  husband)  appeared  at  the  White 
City  Vaudeville  Theatre  and  created  some 
talk  by  not  accepting  a  common  pair  of 
handcuffs  Thursday  night  July  25th.  She 
refused  them  although  in  the  opening  ad¬ 
dress  she  invited  regulation  cuffs  to  be 
placed  on  her. 

*  *  * 

Chinko  the  clever  young  English  juggler 
is  billed  for  the  Majestic  Theatre  the  second 
week  in  August. 


snoNS 

NSWERED 
HBR.E=f 


Berstan,  Philadelphia. — Sig.  Blitz  first  came 
to  Philadelphia  about  1836.  He  was  brought 
there  by  Herr  Maezel,  the  proprietor  of  the 
automaton  chess  player,  and  who  also  had  a 
lot  of  mechanical  figures  and  scenes.  Blitz’s 
book,  “Fifty  Years  in  the  Magic  Circle,” 
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states  that  the  chess  player  who  played  the 
games  while  concealed  inside  of  the  figure 
was  a  German  named  Schlomberg.  Both 
Maezel  and  Schlomberg  were  master  chess 
players,  and  would  play  the  game  all  the 
time,  between  meals,  and  would  dream  of  the 
game  at  rdght.  Anyone  playing  a  game  with 
the  automaton  was  really  playing  with  both 
men.  Maezel  on  the  outside  would  watch  the 
opponent,  and  like  all  experts  could  tell  how 
the  game  would  result.  If  he  saw  defeat,  he 
would  signal  to  Schlomberg,  and  the  figure 
would  “get  out  of  order”  and  the  game  would 
not  be  finished. 

Schlomberg  eventually  died  of  a  fever  in 
Cuba,  and  Maezel  died  on  board  a  steamer 
while  on  his  return  to  Philadelphia  and  his 
body  was  thrown  overboard.  The  automaton 
was  destroyed  by_  fire  when  the  Chinese  Mu¬ 
seum  burnt  down  on  July  5,  1854.  This 

seems  to  be  the  original  figure  which  was 
built  by  M.  de  Kempelen  in  1709. 

*  *  * 

Arthur  Kramer,  Boston. — The  best  books 
for  a  beginner  to  possess  are  “Modern  Magic” 
and  “More  Magic.”  These  are  compiled  by 
Professor  Hoffman  (Angelo  Lewis;,  and  it 
is  almost  impossible  for  any  book  to  be  writ¬ 
ten  on  the  subject  which  can  be  better  for  the 
amateur.  There  are  quite  a  number  of  books 
on  that  subject  in  the  French  language.  Any 
dealer  in  our  advertising  pages  sells  the 
books. 

*  *  * 

Oliver  King. — Call  on  the  gentleman  per¬ 
sonally.  His  address  is  i  Amersham  Road, 
New  Cross.  He  will  not  try  to  fleece  you. 

* 

A.  Heilman,  Brooklyn. — You  can  buy  sili¬ 
cate  slates  in  almost  any  lirst-ciass  stationery 
shop.  It  is  best  to  buy  the  silicate  slates  first, 
and  then  the  regulation  slates.  Cut  the  sili¬ 
cate  slates  to  fit  the  regulation  ones.  The 
trick  you  mention  will .  be  found  fully  de¬ 
scribed  by  Hal  Merton  in  Evan’s  book, 
“Magic  and  Its  Professors,”  page  135.  You 
can  buy  the  book  from  any  .dealer  whose  ad¬ 
dress  will  be  found  in  our  advertising  col¬ 
umns. 

*  4:  * 

W.  E.,  Chicago. — You  say  that  we  ex¬ 
plained  the  trick  wrong.  You  will  find  that 


we  are  right;  the  gambler’s  pocket  is  done 
as  we  wrote ;  to  prove  this  ask  your  friend 
to  take  a  pack  of  cards  which  you  have 
brought  along;  do  not  give  him  a  chance  to 
arrange  them  in  any  way  or  form,  and  place 
them  in  his  pocket;  then  ask  him  to  produce 
one  of  your  cards  and  not  the  duplicate  cards 
in  the  secret  pocket.  Don’t  show  him  up 
before  an  audience,  but  do  it  privately,  and 
with  good  feeling,  and  you  will  find  that  he 
will  own  up  and  be  friendly. 

*  s|c 

James  F.,  Hartford,  Conn.— Why  not  write 
to  Henry  Hardin  and  make  arrangements  for 
a  personal  interview.  He  lives  in  New 
Haven,  near  your  town.  A  personal  inter¬ 
view  would  be  better  for  you.  We  are  sure 
he  can  supply  you  with  the  material  you  re¬ 
quire. 


Barter  and  C.xcKan^e 


Advertisements  under  this  heading  are  accepted  free 
of  charge;  there  Is  no  after  graft  and  you  bind 
yourselves  to  nothing;  we  onl.v  reserve  the  right  to 
exclude  any  advertisement  we  do  not  wish  in  our  pa¬ 
per. 

What  is  best  offer  for  following  two  magic 
books,  entitled  “More  Magic”  and  “Modern 
Magic”  ?  Address  Barney  Edelman,  care  H. 
S.  Saltzman,  66  Essex  street.  New  York  City. 
*  *  * 

Wanted. — Several  pair  of  American  regu¬ 
lation  handcuffs.  Offer  in  exchange  my  own 
original  escape  from  a  box  nailed,  nail  for 
nail  and  board  for  board  on  the  stage,  or  any 
other  escape  or  extrication  act.  E.  Ruisselle, 
701  Clay  avenue,  Jeannette,  Pa. 

*  * 

What  have  you  to  exchange  or  offer  for  a 
living  talking  head  illusion  which  cost  $40? 
Also  some  small  things.  Mystic  Marvel,  145 
High  street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

*  * 

To  exchange,  a  lot  of  apparatus  of  which 
I  have  duplicates,  for  double  parlor  and  stage 
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apparatus.  State  what  you  have.  Isadore 
Edelson,  451  S.  Union  street,  Chicago,  Ill. 

*  * 

What  have  you  to  offer  for  a  photo  of 
Kellar,  some  rope  ties,  and  other  magical 
apparatus?  Burling  G.  Hull,  1216  47th  street, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

*  *  * 

What  have  you  to  offer  for  handcuffs  and 
leg  irons  ?  Will  exchange  for  pair  of  bean 
giant  cuffs.  R.  W.  Strong-,  508  Juanita  Bldg., 
Dallas,  Tex. 

*  *  * 

Wanted. — A  copy  of  “Secrets  of  Stage 
Conjuring.”  Will  exchange  cash  for  same. 
Z.  S.  Moss,  Altonia,  Tex. 

*  *  ♦ 

Will  exchange  a  thumb  screw,  as  illus¬ 
trated  and  explained  on  page  202  of  No.  6, 
as  used  in  the  Bastile  of  Paris,  and  a  French 
cabriolet  (chain),  for  any  easy  opening  Amer¬ 
ican  handcuffs,  or  any  good  tricks.  Photo  of 
handcuffs  required,  or  full  description.  Houry, 
Rue  Anguignis,  Orleans,  France. 

*  * 

What  have  you  to  offer  for  a  modern  medi¬ 
cine  outfit  valued  at  $175?  Outfit  consists  of 
three  good  remedies,  suitable  for  agents  or 
mail  order -business.  Two  U.  S.  copyrights, 
electroplates,  medicines,  formulas,  booklets, 
folders,  circulars,  labels,  directions,  boxes, 
etc.  Would  like  good  magical  books  or 
apparatus  or  anything  of  equal  value.  Wm. 
E.  Brodersen,  3720  Grove  St.,  Oakland,  Cal. 

♦  .-s  * 

Will  exchange  magical  apparatus  for  the 
Kellar  rope  tie.  Ten  Ichi  thumb  tie,  or  ven- 
triloquial  knee  figure  with  moving  mouth  and 
head.  Joe  Knapp,  807  York  street,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  0. 

♦  *  ♦ 

Wanted. — Chinese,  Hindoo  and  character 

wigs;  also  any  good  flashy  costumes. 

I  have  three  good  illusions,  billiard  ball  set, 
growth  of  roses,  aga,  flying  lamp  and  fifty 
small  tricks.  Arthur  Moser,  Little  Valley, 
N.  Y. 

♦  *  * 

What  am  I  offered  for  (i)  Stanyon’s  Seri¬ 
als,  No.  I,  3,  5,  8,  15 ;  (2)  for  12  glove  boxes 
from  hat,  as  good  as  new?  G.  Restell,  Quai 
St.  Georges  10,  Ghent,  Belgium. 


The  material  for  these  articles  was  gathered  dur¬ 
ing  the  author’s  first  tour  of  Great  Britain,  and 
was  prepared  for  publication  in  book  form.  This 
was  done  in  response  to  the  thousands  of  requests 
for  iight  upon  the  methods  used  by  the  horde  of  imi¬ 
tators  who  sprang  up  at  that  time.  After  the  manu¬ 
script  had  been  completed,  the  pressure  of  professional 
engagements  prevented  immediate  publication.  The 
text  will  now  be  printed  for  the  first  time  in  month¬ 
ly  instalments  in  the  Conjurers'  Monthly  Magazine, 
to  whose  pages  it  is  peculiarly  appropriate.  Readers 
must  bear  in  mind  that  the  fact  of  its  being  pre¬ 
pared  for  publication  in  book  form  necessitates  a 
somewhat  arbitrary  and  unusual  division  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  Instalments,  but.  in  its  entirety,  this  treatise  on 
handcuff  secrets  will  be  the  most  complete  and  re¬ 
liable  volume  ever  published  on  this  unique  form 
of  mystery  and  entertainment. 

Copyright,  1906.  By  Harry  Eoudlnl.  All  rights  re¬ 
served. 

*  *  * 

Instalment  No.  XII 


Resuming  the  account  of  Sargent’s 
famous  contest  with  safe  and  lock- 
makers,  I  present  a  clipping  from  the 
New  York  Times  of  October  14,  1869. 

The  Bank  Lock  contest  which  has  been 
carried  on  in  the  New  York  papers  for 
some  weeks  past  culminated  yesterday 
in  Sargent’s  picking  the  Yale  Double 
Dial  Bank  Lock  and  winning  thereby 
the  $1,200  staked  upon  the  result  of  the 
trial. 

After  Mr.  Sargent  published  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  Yale  locks  could  be  picked, 
parties  interested  in  the  sa.le  and  in  the 
use  of  these  locks  desired  to  have  the 
matter  settled  by  actual  demonstration. 
Accordingly,  Mr.  John  B.  Yale,  treasurer 
of  the  Yale  Lock  Manufacturing  Com¬ 
pany,  and  Mr.  Sargent,  arranged  for  a 
test.  Mr.  Yale  selected  on  the  commit- 
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tee  to  superintend  the  trial  Mr.  John 
Parrel,  of  the  firm  of  Herring,  Parrel 
&  Sherman,  safe  makers,  using  the  Yale 
locks,  and  Mr.  Sargent  selected  Mr.  R.  A. 
Ballou,  general  manager  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Steam  Safe  Company,  using  the  Sar¬ 
gent  locks,  and  they  two  selected  as  the 
third  member  of  the  committee,  and  um¬ 
pire,  Geo.  H.  Wyckoff,  Esq.,  cashier  of 
the  New  York  Co.  National  Bank.  The 
committee  took  care  to  see  that  every¬ 
thing  was  fairly  done  and  with  the  view 
of  determining  the  facts  in  regard  to  the 
lock. 

The  result  appears  in  the  following: 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  superintend  a 
test  of  the  Yale  Double  Dial  Bank  Lock 
against  picking,  and  to  report  the  re¬ 
sult,  hereby  report  as  follows  : 

In  accordance  with  the  provision  of 
an  agreement  between  Mr.  John  B. 
Yale,  of  the  Yale  Lock  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  Mr.  James  Sargent,  pro¬ 
prietor  of  the  Sargent  Bank  Lock, 
signed  and  witnessed,  on  the  13th  inst. 
a  Yale  Double  Dial  Bank  Lock  taken 
from  the  stock  on  hand  for  use,  was 
fitted  at  the  Herring  Manufactory  to  a 
fine  burglar-proof  safe,  and  placed  in  a 
room  on  14th  St.,  in  this  city  and,  after 
Mr.  Yale  had  himself  set  the  lock  on  a 
combination  of  his  own  choosing,  one 
thousand  dollars  ($1,000)  furnished  by 
Mr.  Yale,  and  two  hundred  dollars 
($200)  furnished  by  Mr.  Sargent,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  $1,200  was 
to  be  Mr.  Sargent’s  if  he  should  pick 
the  lock  within  forty-eight  working 
hours,  and  Mr.  Yale’s  if  he  should  not 
do  it,  was  placed  in  the  safe  by  the 
committee,  and  the  door  was  then 
closed  and  locked  by  Mr.  Yale  in  the 


presence  of  the  committee  and  others. 
The  operation  upon  the  lock  was  com¬ 
menced  at  12  o’clock  noon,  yesterday, 
and  continued  till  5  o’clock  p.  m.,  when 
the  operators  (Mr.  Sargent  and  one  as¬ 
sistant)  left  for  the  night,  and  the  safe 
was  placed  in  the  care  of  the  watchman 
till  8  o’clock  this  morning,  when  the 
operators  returned  and  resumed  their 
work.  At  II  o’clock  this  morning  they 
had  completed  their  undertaking,  hav¬ 
ing  in  about  hours  picked  the’  lock 
and  opened  the  safe  without  the  slight¬ 
est  injury  to  either  the  lock  or  the  safe. 
The  picking  was  fairly  done  and  the 
money  was  awarded  to  Mr.  Sargent. 

(Signed) 

John  Parrel,  of  Herring,  Parrel  & 
Sherman ; 

R.  A.  Ballou,  General  Manager  Am. 
Steam  Safe  Co. ; 

Geo.  H.  Wyckoff,  Cashier  New  York 
County  National  Bank. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC 

Office  Hall’s  Safe  &  Lock  Co., 
Chicago,  Jan.  28,  1870. 
Having  exhausted  all  fair  means  to 
induce  Mr.  James  Sargent  to  attempt 
to  open  our  “Victor  Lock”  and  having, 
through  permission  of  A.  Vance  Brown 
Esq.,  president  National  Bank  of  Com¬ 
merce,  sent  him  a  challenge  on  the  20th 
inst.,  to  operate  on  either  of  our  locks 
on  safe  furnished  said  Bank  on  terms 
which  all  disinterested  parties  will  con¬ 
sider  perfectly  fair  and  honorable,  and 
to  which  he  failed  to  respond,  he  waits 
until  the  bank  has  withdrawn  permis¬ 
sion  to  have  the  locks  tested,  and  then 
comes  out  in  flaming  style,  proposing  to 
try  his  skill  on  these  identical  locks.  In 
order  not  to  leave  him  another  hole 
through  which  he  might  wriggle,  we 
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again  made  application  to  National 
Bank  of  Commerce,  and  also  the  Fifth 
National  Bank  of  Chicago,  for  permis¬ 
sion  for  him  to  try  their  locks.  The  re¬ 
sult  of  our  application  will  be  seen  la 
the  subjoined  letters : 

National  Bank  of  Commerce. 
Chicago,  January  28,  1870. 

To  Joseph  L.  Hall,  Esq.,  of  Hall’s  Safe 
and  Lock  Co. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  must  beg  to  decline  your  request 
to  allow  the  locks  on  safe  of  this  bank 
to  be  subjected  to  a  trial  of  picking 
The  controversy  between  yourself  anJ 
Mr.  Sargent  can  be  conducted  and  con¬ 
cluded  in  some  manner  that  will  not  in 
volve  inconvenience  to  anyone.  As  be¬ 
fore  indicated  to  you,  I  have  no  reason 
to  question  the  security  of  your  Safe  or 
Locks. 

Respectfully, 

A.  Vance  Brown,  President. 
Fifth  National  Bank,  Chicago, 

Jan.  27,  1870 

Joseph  L.  Hall,  Esq., 

President  Hall’s  Safe  and  Lock  Co., 
Chicago. 

Dear  Sir: — Your  request  that  we  al¬ 
low  the  test  of  an  expert  upon  the  Hall 
Victor  Lock  upon  the  safe  purchased 
of  you  by  this  bank,  we  feel  obliged  to 
decline.  We  have  no  reason  to  question 
the  entire  safety  of  the  safe  with  the 
locks  thereon. 

Yours  respectfully, 

Isaac  G.  Lombard,  Cashier. 

In  his  ivindy  article  which  appears  in 
the  morning  dailies,  he  makes  no  allu¬ 
sion  to  our  acceptance  of  his  challenge 
in  which  we  proposed  to  submit  an 
exact  duplicate  of  the  locks  on  safes  re¬ 
ferred  to,  on  which  he  might  operate 
for  thirty  hours,  subject  to  the  same 
conditions  and  arrangements  as  pro¬ 


posed  by  himself.  Nor  does  he  in  any 
way  allude  to  the  fact  that  we  accepted 
his  proposition  to  put  our  locks,  either 
our  4th  class  ‘‘Victor”  or  our  ‘‘Four 
Wheel  Chronometer”  up  against  his  best 
“Automatic,”  in  a  mutual  test  on  the 
precise  conditions  as  named  by  him,  save 
that  the  trial  should  not  come  off  until 
after  the  22d  of  February  next.  We 
have  meant  business  in  this  matter  from 
the  beginning,  and  make  the  foregoing 
statement  that  the  public  may  not  be 
misled  by  false  impressions,  or  by  his 
LOL"D  BUGLING,  after  the  coast  is 
clear.  Our  President  (i\Ir.  Hall)  hav¬ 
ing  returned  to  Cincinnati  last  night, 
iMr.  Sargent’s  communication  will  re¬ 
ceive  his  attention  in  due  time. 

Hall’s  Safe  &  Lock  Co. 

Chicago,  Jan.  28,  1870. 

A.  Vance  Brown,  Esq., 

President  National  Bank  of  Com¬ 
merce  : 

SARGENT  TO  BROWN. 

Dear  Sir:  It  was  my  intention  to  say 
nothing  to  the  public  about  the  treat¬ 
ment  I  have  received  from  you  from  the 
beginning  of  this  Lock  controversy,  nor 
should  I  have  done  so  but  for  the  letter 
you  gave  to  Hall,  and  which  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Post  of  today.  Now  for 
the  facts.  On  the  21st  you  accepted  my 
proposition,  in  the  presence  of  one  of 
your  directors,  and  others,  to  allow  me 
to  test  the  Hall  VICTOR  Bank  Lock 
on  the  vault  door  of  your  bank,  by  pick¬ 
ing,  and  if  I  succeeded  in  so  doing,  you 
to  give  me  the  picked  lock  and  to  pur¬ 
chase  from  me  one  of  my  best  Bank 
Locks,  to  take  the  place  of  the  one 
picked.  This  test  was  to  take  place  on 
Monday,  24th,  at  which  time  I  appeared 
at  your  bank  prepared  for  the  trial ; 
when  lo!  I  was  shown  a  telegram  from 
Hall  to  ybu  dated  at  Cincinnati,  request- 
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ing  a  postponement  of  the  test  until  his 
arrival.  You  also,  on  the  20th  inst., 
offered  to  put  up  $500  that  said  lock 
could  not  be  picked,  and  when  asked  by 
one  of  your  directors  if  you  would  put 
up  your  own  money,  or  Hall’s,  you  said, 
“MY  OWN,  whether  Hall  will  back  me 
or  not,  and  if  the  lock  can  be  picked  I 
won’t  pay  Hall  for  the  safe.”  Now,  sir, 
on  the  arrival  of  Hall,  why  this  sudden 
change  of  base,  this  going  back  on  all 
your  previous  statements?  I  am  still 
ready  to  test  the  lock  according  to  either 
of  the  previous  agreements. 

Respectfully  yours, 
James  Sargent. 

Chicago,  February  2,  1870. 

SARGENT  TO  THE  WORLD. 

I  have  deposited  with  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  this  city,  as  the  sub¬ 
joined  receipt  will  show,  One  Thousand 
Dollars,  which  I  hereby  offer  as  a  re¬ 
ward  to  Joseph  L.  Hall,  or  any  other 
man  who  will  pick,  in  thirty  hours, 
without  injury  to  the  lock  or  safe,  any 
one  of  the  nine  locks  on  the  following 
safes : 

Four  locks  on  the  National  Bank  of 
Commerce. 

Three  locks  on  the  Illinois  State  Sav¬ 
ings  Institution. 

Two  locks  on  the  Fourth  National 
Bank;  or 

Three  to  be  put  on  safe  in  Manufac¬ 
turers’  National  Bank,  or  one  to  be  put 
on  the  vault  door  of  the  First  National 
Bank. 

Should  the  party  desire  it,  I  will  take 
any  one  of  the  locks  chosen  apart,  and 
let  them  examine  it,  and  take  measure¬ 
ments  of  every  piece  before  trial,  and 
then  put  it  together  in  his  presence  and 
the  presence  of  the  committee,  three  of 
which  may  be  chosen — one  by  myself. 


one  by  Hall  or  any  other  man,  and  the 
two  so  chosen  to  choose  the  third  party ; 
the  one  chosen  by  me  shall  set  the  com¬ 
bination  of  the  lock,  lock  and  unlock  it 
in  the  presence  of  the  committee,  to 
show  it  is  in  good  working  order,  they 
not  knowing  the  combination  on  which 
it  is  set. 

First  National  Bank,  Chicago, 

Feb.  2,  1870. 

Received  of  James  Sargent  one  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  any  person 
who  may  pick  his  bank  lock  according 
to  the  terms  of  his  above  published  offer, 
or,  if  not  used,  to  be  returned  to  him 
in  five  days  from  date  hereof. 

(Signed)  L.  J.  Gage,  Cashier. 

As  bankers  who  are  now  using  Hall’s 
best  twelve-wheel  double-dial  •  Victor 
bank  lock  on  their  safes  dare  not  give 
me  a  trial,  for  fear  I  will  pick  them,  I 
now  offer  to  the  National  Bank  of  Com¬ 
merce,  or  the  Fifth  National  Bank  of 
Chicago,  one  hundred  dollars  to  allow 
me  the  privilege  of  a  trial  by  picking 
either  one  of  the  Hall  locks  on  their 
safes,  and,  if  I  succeed,  they  to  give  me 
a  certificate  of  the  fact.  I  will  furnish 
them  with  a  good  fire  and  burglar- 
proof  safe  during  the  trial  so  their  busi¬ 
ness  will  not  be  interrupted.  If  this  will 
not  satisfy  bankers  and  the  public,  what 
will  ? 

Any  communications,  for  the  next  five 
days,  may  be  addressed  to  the  care  of 
Pratt  &  Covert,  86  Washington  street. 

James  vSargent. 

(To  be  continued.) 

*  *  * 

Note: — In  our  next  issue  we  will  de¬ 
scribe  and  illustrate  the  instrument 
which  Sargent  used  to  open  the  safes  of 
his  adversaries. 
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Selbit’s  Magic  Blocks 

The  latest  Novelty  in  Magic.  Can  be 
worked  anywhere.  For  description  of 
this  trick  and  other  Magical  Novelties 
write  to, 


Martinka  &  Co. 

MAGICIANS’  HEADQUARTERS  IN  AMERICA 

493  SIXTH  AVE. 

NEW  YORK  CITY 


Agents  for  The  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine 


T  H  e  W  i  z  a  r  d 


The  Leading  British  Magic  Monthly  M agazine 

WIZARD  PUBLISHING  CO. 

4  St.  Alban^s  Place  :  LONDON,  W.  C. 


The  City  Magical  Company 

MAMDFACTURERS  OF 

magical  J1pparatu$ 


L’lLLUSIONNISTE 


1,  Amershara  Road,  New  Cross,  London,  S.  E.  Eng. 


Le  SeuI  Journal  Francais  devonne  aux  Magicians 

Paraissant  tons  les  Mois-fonde  en  1901 
abounement  8  frs.  ($1.60)  par  an. 

Speciman  Number,  0.75 

Editeur  :  CAROLY,  fabricant  apparatus 

11  Rtie  Cardinal  Lemoine  Paris 


Everything  pertaining  to  the  Art  of  Magic,  Tuition, 
Expert  Advice,  Patter,  &c.  Applications  for  Eists  or 
Particulars  or  any  inquiry  will  receive  prompt  attention 

IVe  Have  tHe  Latest  European  Novelties 

Manager  :  Mr.  Wilfred  C.  Zelka,  M.  I.  M  C. 


HENRY  HARDIN  (Sl  CO. 

Specializers  in  Advanced  Magical  Effects  and 

rindrrn  Spirit  Secrets s — i— -zz: - 

We  are  in  constant  receipt  of  the  most  valuable  Foreign  and  American  ideas  and 
many  of  our  productions  are  now  being  used  by  the  toremost  mystifiers  of  the  world. 

Send  two  cent  stanip  for  “  Memorandum  of  Magic  ”  to 

Henry  Hardin  &  Co.,  Box  1413,  New  Haven,  Conn.^  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazine  in  answering  all  Advertisements 
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ARNOLD  De  BIERE 


The  Always  Working  Magician,,  introduc¬ 
ing  the  newest  of  the  best  illusions. 

Prolonged  four  times  at  the  London 
Alhambra. 


Hotel  Preston 

(Opposite  Madison  Square  Garden) 

FOURTH  AVE.  AND  26tli  STREET  NEW  YORK  CITY 

A  New  Hotel  with  all  modern 
improvements,  centrally  located. 
European  Plan.  ::  ::  :: 

Rooms  $1.00  per  day. 

Wi  th  Bath  $1.50  per  day  and  upward.s 


Cafe  and  Restaurant  Unsurpassed 
Reasonable  Prices 
Orchestra  Music 
Special  Rates  to  the  Profession 

SAMUEL  GLANTZ  N.  J.  WEISS 

Proprietor  Manager 


U  a  m  I  Qu  R  rnth  Q  r 0 

riullllGj  DiUlllului  also  (City  Branch)  29,  Ludgate Hill,  E.  C. 

We  have  actually  in  stock  (almost  without  exception)  everj^  article  w^e  list  and 
many  others.  We  guarantee  the  finest  quality  and  finish  at  the  same  or  in  most 
cases  lower  prices  than  elsewhere.  A  trial  order  will  convince  you  of  this. 

A  NEW  WAND  MYSTERY 

The  wand  which  the  performer  has  used  during  the  evening  is  shown  to  be  quite 
solid  and  wrapped  up  under  the  eyes  of  the  audience.  It  is  then  deliberately  torn  up 
and  reproduced  at  will.  No  shells,  threads,  elastics  or  collapsible  wand  used.  This  will 
puzzle  those  that  “know.”  3|6  post  free  3|9.  U.  S.  A.  $1.35 

A  GREAT  VANISHING  CARD  ILLUSION 

A  card  is  selected  by  a  member  of  the  audience  who  himself  covers  it  with  his  own 
handkerchief,  and  drops  it  (still  covered)  into  a  glass  of  water  allowing  the  handker¬ 
chief  to  fall  on  and  over  the  glass.  Performer  commands  card  to  vanish  and  on 
handkerchief  being  removed  it  is  found  to  have  done  so.  Quite  inexplicable  but  so 
simple  to  work.  1]  post  free  1|  1.  U.  S.  A.  25  cents,  post  free  30  cents. 

Latest  BooKs 

No.  1.  New  Magical  Sleights  and  Fakes  by  R.  A.  Morrell.  Price  2|-,  post  free  2|2 

No.  2.  New  Dialogue  for  Punch  and  Judy.  Price  6d  post  free  7d. 

No.  3.  Modern  Crystal  Gazing.  Price  6d,  post  free  7d. 

No.  4.  Some  New  Alagic  by  J.  F.  Burrows.  Price  11-,  post  free  1|1. 
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-For  Sale  or  FxcKan^e 

In  my  library  there  are  a  lot  of  duplicate  mag-ical 
books,  which  I  procured  in  my  various  trips  abroad. 

These  I  would  like  to  exchange  for  books  not  in 
my  library,  What  have  you  to  trade  ?  Send  self  ad¬ 
dressed  stamped  envelope  for  list, 

Hairy  Houdini, 

278  West  113tH  Street  New  YorK  City 


Just  Out! 

1Q07  Supplimentary  Catalogue 

Containing  description  of  latest  tricks,  all  the  new 
books  on  magic  etc.  Also  List  No.  43  of  bigger  bar¬ 
gains  than  ever.  Am  closing  out  all  odds  and  ends  that 
have  accumu  lated  at  any  price  they  will  bring. 
Both  lists  sent  upon  receipt  of  two  cent  stamp.  Cata¬ 
logue  of  tricks  free.  Professional  catalogue  of  750 
tricks,  170  pages  20  cents. 

A.  ROTERBERG 

170  Ontario  Street  CHicag'o,  Ill. 


THE  VERY  BEST  YET. 

Performer,  with  arms  bare,  shows 
hands  back  and  front,  fingers  wide  aparU 
places  hands  together  and  produces  a 
handkerchief.  No  loops,  wire  thread, 
elastic  or  finger  fakes  used.  Remember 
this  is  no  change  over  or  back  hand 
palm  fake.  Very  useful  for  close  work. 
Apparatus  complete,-  with  instructions, 
$1.00.  B.  'G.  Straub,  Oakmont,  Pa. 


Magic  Catalogue  Just  Out,  New  IQc 

Large  lllust.  BooK  Catalogue  in  Preparation. 

We  keep  every  Trick,  Magic  Book  or  Paper  for 
Sale.  Selbits  “  Magic  Bricks,  ”  Stage  Size,  $7.00 

Important  Notice 

Full  page  half-tone  cuts  of  leading  professionals 
and  amateurs  of  the  world  inserted  in  my 
mammoth  200  page  illustrated  book  catalogue 
(Now  in  preparation.)  Send  Photo  and $20. 00 


W.  D.  Leroy,  103  Court  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


JENNIE  JACOBS 

—  «  

Representing  some  of  the  largest  Stars  in 
the  Music  Halls.  Can  use  good  Magic 
Acts,  Illusionists  and  all  Nov-elty  Shows. 
Write  full  particulars  in  first  letter. 

307  WEST  45th  STREET 
New  York  City 


Der  Zaiiberspie^el  ** 

An  Illustrated  flonthly  Journal  In  German 
Language,  by  F.  W.  CONRADI,  Editor 

(Contents:  Modern  Parlor  Magric,  Card  Tricks,  Illusions 
Mneniotechny,  Anti-Spiritualism,  etc,,  etc  )  Vol.  IV. 


Subscription  of  6  months  post  free  - 
Single  Copies,  post  free  - 


$1.25 

25c 


HorsterscHer  Verlag', 

PUBLISHERS 

Berlin,  S.  "W .  68,  Fredrichstrasse  202 


AN  EXPOSE  OF  CRIME 

The  Right  Way  to  do  Wrong 

By  Harry  Houdini 

exposing  the  various  Tricks,  etc.  of  the  great  crim¬ 
inals,  Male  and  Female. 

London  Mail,  Boston  Herald  and  Baltimore  Her¬ 
ald  devoted  almost  a  full  page  extoling  this  book. 
Best  of  its  kind  ever  presented.  ” 

Price  Twentyfive  cents. 

Conjurers'  Monthly  Magazine 

S78  West  113th  street  Metv  York 

or  THEO.  HARDEEN  50  Rupert  St  W. 

Care  of  Auger  &  Bauer,  Eoudon,  England 


JUST  OUT 

New  Lists  will  be  sent 

H  R  E  E 

Large  catalogue  listing  the  latest  and  best  tricks 
15  cents. 

BAILEY  0.  TRIPP  CO.. 

Box  410  Ca.mbridgeport,  Mass. 


Kindlv  mention  Conjurers’  Monthly  Magazme  when  answeriug  adrertisements 
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The  British  Barnum 

DR.  WALFORD  BODIE 
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The  Electric  Wizard ! 

The  Famous  Bloodless  Surgeon  ! 
The  Record  Breaker 

Playing  the  Leading  Halls  and  Theatres  in  Great  Britian  to  overflow  houses 


Head  Office : 

163  Blackfriars  Road, 

LONDON,  S.  E. 

London  Agent :  Cablegrams 

HR.  HARRY  DAY,  THE  PIONEER  “BODIEISfl”  London 

American  arrangements  made  by  Miss  Jene  Jacobs  and  Mr.  Harry  Day. 
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